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Oversight:
The City’s PLANYC 2030 sustainability goal to “reduce global warming emissions by more than 30%” and how best to achieve it.


On January 26, 2007, the Committee on Environmental Protection, chaired by Council Member James F. Gennaro, will hold an oversight hearing on the City’s PLANYC 2030 sustainability goal to “reduce global warming emissions by more than 30%” and how best to achieve it.

I.
Introduction

In response to a broad array of issues, including global warming, Mayor Bloomberg established the Mayor’s Office of Long-Term Planning and Sustainability (the “Office”) to develop, among other things, a long-term growth and development plan (“the Plan”) for the City and to incorporate sustainability goals and practices into all aspects of the Plan.  The Mayor also set up a Sustainability Advisory Board (“SAB”), chaired by Deputy Mayor for Economic Development and Rebuilding Daniel L. Doctoroff and made up of sixteen representatives from environmental, labor, community, and business groups, as well as City Council Speaker Christine C. Quinn and Council Member James F. Gennaro, Chair of the Council’s Environmental Protection Committee, to help identify the most important issues to address in the Plan, including targets to aim for and measures to take to meet those targets.

On December 12, 2006, Mayor Bloomberg gave a speech at the Queens Museum of Art wherein he introduced an effort, known as PlaNYC, to make the City more “sustainable” over the next 25 years.  In the speech the Mayor identified 10 goals for the City to pursue.  The Office, as well as members of the SAB, are now engaging the public, relevant organizations, and others in an effort to gather recommendations on how to meet these goals.  This hearing will focus on one of those goals: “Reduce global warming emissions by more than 30%.”  

II.

Global Warming Pollution


There is a general consensus among scientists that global warming pollution concentrations in the atmosphere have increased and are continuing to increase, and that these increases cause global climate change.
, 
, 
  For example, as of December 2006, 168 states and regional economic integration organizations had ratified, or undertaken actions that are the equivalent of ratifying, the Kyoto Protocol,
 meaning that they accept individual and legally binding responsibilities to reduce or limit their greenhouse gas emissions.
  In May of 2005, Mayor Bloomberg signed on to the United States Mayors Climate Protection Agreement on behalf of New York City, which, among other things, commits cities to meet or beat the Kyoto Protocol’s carbon dioxide reduction schedule.  


Beginning with the industrial revolution, humans have changed the environment and the climate through such things as emissions of greenhouse gases, deforestation, and population growth.
  According to United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide, methane, and nitrous oxides have increased since the Industrial Revolution by approximately 35%, 151%, and 18%, respectively, and this increase in heat-trapping gases has enhanced the atmosphere’s ability to hold in heat.

III. Climate Change in the New York City Metropolitan Area 

The EPA has documented over the last century a one-degree Fahrenheit increase in temperature in Albany and a 20% increase in precipitation in New York State.
  In the New York City Metropolitan Region, the temperature has warmed nearly 2 F( over the past 200 years.
  Global climate change models have projected that warming in the region will range from 1.7-3.5 F( in the 2020s, 2.6-6.5 F( in the 2050s and 4.4-10.2 F( by the 2080s.

According to the Metropolitan East Coast Assessment of Impacts of Potential Variability and Change, organized by the United States Global Change Research Program, global warming may result in an increase in the frequency of droughts and severe coastal flooding and erosion events and an increase in the loss of wetlands in the City due to sea level rise, resulting in the reduction of wildlife habitat, protective barriers against coastal flooding and the filtering of pollutants.
  According to Janine Bloomfield, Ph.D., of Environmental Defense, the City and surrounding region, with approximately 600 miles of coastline, extensive lowlands, and low-lying roads, bridges, tunnels, subways, airports, and other infrastructure, is extremely vulnerable to the potential impacts of sea level rise due to global climate change.
  Others concur that the City’s low-lying areas, and significant infrastructure located on those lowlands, are at risk from global warming.
, 
  

In addition, due to global warming, New York City is expected to face many more days at 90 F° and above, resulting in an increase in illness and death related to heat stress, as well as an increase in summer electricity demand on an already taxed power grid,
 as well as potential increases in asthma attacks due to increased pollen counts.
  

IV. Conclusion


Greenhouse gas emissions and the resultant effects of global climate change have the potential to cause serious adverse health impacts to the residents of New York City and devastating consequences for the City’s environment and infrastructure, all of which are or should be of great concern to New Yorkers.  Through the Office of Sustainability and Long-Term Planning and the Sustainability Advisory Board, the Mayor has developed and proposed an aggressive goal of reducing global warming pollution in the City.  Through this hearing, the Committee will hear testimony from the administration, environmental groups, and other interested parties on how best to achieve this goal.
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