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OVERSIGHT: Child Care Services on CUNY Campuses
On Thursday, January 25, 2007, the Committee on Higher Education, chaired by Council Member Charles Barron, will conduct an oversight hearing regarding Child Care Services on CUNY Campuses.  The hearing will focus on the availability of child care services and how such services impact the academic success of City University of New York (“CUNY”) students.  Invited to testify are: representatives of CUNY’s Administration, including directors of CUNY child care centers, Presidents of CUNY Colleges and interested members of the public.

Background

CUNY is one of the largest urban universities in the nation, and includes 11 senior colleges and six community colleges.  It serves more than 450,000 degree-credit students and adult, continuing and professional education students.
  Today more than ever, students on college campuses are considered non-traditional students.   According to The National Center for Educational Statistics (NCES), non-traditional students have one or more of the following characteristics: they lack a standard high school diploma; they delayed enrollment into postsecondary education; they attend part-time; they work full-time while enrolled; they are financially independent of parents; they have dependents other than a spouse; and they are a single parent.
  Almost three-quarters of today’s undergraduate students are in some way non-traditional, with more than a third of all students being 25 years or older.
  Currently at CUNY, nearly half of the students enrolled work more than 20 hours a week, a third are age 25 or older, and almost a quarter of students support children.
  Non-traditional students face a number of barriers during the process of completing their degrees.  One of those barriers is access to convenient and affordable child care services.

Campus-Based Child Care Centers

In order to meet the growing child care needs of students and faculty, colleges and universities have placed child care centers on their campuses.  Child care centers grew out of small laboratories used by education majors specializing in early elementary education.
  Over the past two decades, these laboratories have grown into full-service child care programs to respond to the increase of adult student and single parents enrolling in colleges.
   Presently, there are nearly 2,500 college child care centers nationwide.  These centers generally fall under the authority of either a college’s student affairs office or its education department faculty.
  In 2003, The National Coalition for Campus Children’s Centers (NCCCC) conducted a survey of its 577 members; the data analysis of the 267 completed surveys received showed that 55% of respondents used their child care centers for dual purposes (child care service and laboratories) and 96% served student families.
  The NCCCC membership data analysis also indicated that 96% of child care programs provided care to pre-school children age 3-5; 45% served infants and 30% served school aged children.
  Additionally, the data noted that almost all respondent centers had full-day programs, 61% had part-day programs, 15% had evening care and 2% were open during the weekend.

Campus-based child care centers are beneficial to both parents and the institution.  The location of such centers can minimize the multiple adverse factors associated with off-campus child care, such as inaccessibility, inconvenience, commuting time, inflexibility and regulations imposed by an external child care facility.
  It has also been reported that campus-based child care centers have a significant impact on the academic performance of students that support children.  In a 1988 study of student parents attending State University of New York (SUNY) Community Colleges, 81.6% of students surveyed credited child care availability as a very important factor in their decision to enroll, while 59.7% stated that they would not be able to continue without the service.
   The study also indicated that the success rate of student parents was more than 26 percentage points greater than the general student population.
  Child care centers also benefit the institutions that house them.  Research indicates that child care centers can contribute to an institution’s success in recruiting and retaining faculty and students with child care needs.
  

 In recognition of the importance of child care services to students and the need to ensure that such services are available on campuses, the federal government amended the Higher Education Act in 1998 to include campus child care.
   The amendment created the Child Care Access Means Parents in School (CCAMPIS) Program.  The program is intended to support the participation of low-income parents in postsecondary education through the provision of campus-based child care services.
  Through the program, institutions of higher education are provided grants, equal to 1% of an institution’s Pell Grant funds awarded the previous year, to support or establish a campus-based child care program primarily serving the needs of low-income students enrolled at the institution.
  CCAMPIS grants can also be used to provide “before and after school services to the extent necessary to enable low-income students enrolled at the institution of higher education to pursue postsecondary education.”
  Institutions receiving CCAMPIS grants must report data to the U.S. Department of Education that includes information on “the population served, the availability of campus and community resources, progress made towards the licensing and accreditation of campus child care services, and the impact of the grant on the quality, availability, and affordability of campus-based child care services.”
 

Child Care on CUNY Campuses

All CUNY community college and senior college campuses house a child care center, with the exception of York College, which is scheduled to open a center in Spring 2007.  CUNY’s child care programs include: 4 infant-toddler programs; 7 universal pre-K programs; 6 after-school programs, which operate full time in the summer; 9 evening programs; and 5 weekend programs.
  In order for a child to be eligible for a CUNY child care program, their parent or legal guardian must be an enrolled student.
  Because child care services are in huge demand, children who actually participate in campus services are selected by a random drawing.
  Centers give additional consideration to parents who have applied in previous semesters.
 

CUNY reports that during the 2005-2006 academic year, 2600 children were enrolled in its child care programs. Another 1200 children were on the waiting list for services.
  CUNY’s child care programs are licensed and evaluated by the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH).
  With regard to the amounts students pay for child care, fees are established at weekly, daily, part day and hourly rates depending on individual child care centers.
  Further, CUNY child care programs are heavily subsidized by federal, state, and city grants.
  

Conclusion

Campus-based child care is a vital resource to students supporting children. Research indicates that the availability of convenient, affordable child care is a top concern of parents when making the decision to attend an institution of higher learning.  As the number of student parents continues to increase, the need for child care services will grow.  At today’s hearing, the Committee on Higher Education will seek to learn more about child care services on CUNY campuses, and how the University will endeavor to serve more students.
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