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          1  LANDMARKS, SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: I am drunk

          3  with power. Oh, boy, do I feel good. What's the

          4  jurisdiction of this Committee. Can we vote out pay

          5  raises?

          6                 Obviously, I am not Jessica Lappin,

          7  she is much prettier than I am and much smarter. But

          8  I am older than just about everybody at this table,

          9  in terms of Council years, so they put me in charge.

         10  We only have one item on the agenda, which is LU

         11  276, 440-seat early childhood center, Bronx

         12  Community Board 12 in Council Member Seabrook's

         13  district. And before this hearing is out we hope to

         14  hear from Council Member Seabrook, who is on his

         15  way.

         16                 We're going to do this a little

         17  differently. Instead of the Chair introducing the

         18  members, we're going to have the members introduce

         19  themselves, and say anything they want in their

         20  introduction. Starting on my left.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Councilman

         22  Martinez, from Washington Heights. And I miss

         23  Jessica already.

         24                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Council Member
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          2  Annabel Palma, District 18 in the Bronx, and I'm

          3  happy that you're presiding over this meeting. And I

          4  second the motion for the pay raises, you know, if

          5  you want to bring it up.

          6                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: Thank you.

          7                 Who are you? I've never seen you

          8  before.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Maria del

         10  Carmen Arroyo from the Bronx. And, you know, I don't

         11  know about her being prettier than you.

         12                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: I don't know

         13  if that's a compliment or an insult, but thank you

         14  either way.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Council Member

         16  Leroy Comrie, 27th Councilmatic District in Queens.

         17                 She is prettier than you, but you're

         18  good looking in your own way.

         19                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: I love you,

         20  Leroy.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: My wife tells

         22  me that all the time.

         23                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: Oh, she's a

         24  good lady.

         25                 By the way, is she still mad at me?
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: No.

          3                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: For making

          4  you late the other day?

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: She's good.

          6  We're good. We made it on time.

          7                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: We're going

          8  to have the first two witnesses, Gregory Shaw from

          9  the School Construction Authority and Jose Ruiz from

         10  the Department of Education, Region 2.

         11                 Gentlemen, welcome.

         12                 MR. SHAW: Thank you, Council

         13  Member/Chairman Oddo, and Council members. Thank you

         14  very much for having us here today.

         15                 My name is Gregory Shaw. I am the

         16  Principal Attorney for Real Estate, the New York

         17  City School Construction Authority. And to my

         18  immediate right is Jose Ruiz, who is the Deputy

         19  Superintendent for the Region of the school that

         20  we're proposing.

         21                 The New York City School Construction

         22  Authority has taken the site selection process for

         23  the proposed 440-seat early childhood center that

         24  will be located on Block 4894, Lot 1, on the north

         25  side of Boston Road, between Baychester and Etson

                                                            6

          1  LANDMARKS, SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2  Avenues (phonetic) in the Borough of the Bronx.

          3                 The proposed school site is also

          4  located in Department of Education Region No. 2,

          5  Community School District No. 11, and Bronx

          6  Community Board No. 12.

          7                 The proposed site contains a total of

          8  approximately 22,700 square feet of lot area. The

          9  site is a vacant, privately owned lot that until

         10  last year contained the Baychester Diner that was

         11  demolished last year in 2005.

         12                 I might add that that was not done by

         13  the SCA, as we don't have control of the site.

         14                 Under the proposed plan, the SCA

         15  would acquire the site and construct the 440-seat

         16  early childhood center serving the students in DOE

         17  Region No. 2 Community District No. 11.

         18                 The notice of filing for the site

         19  plan was published in the New York Post and City

         20  Record on September 30th, 2005. Bronx Community

         21  Board No. 12 was asked to hold a public hearing on

         22  the proposed site plan. Community No. 5 held its

         23  hearing on the site plan on October 27th, 2005.

         24  Community Board 5 voted overwhelmingly in favor of

         25  the site plan. The City Planning Commission was also
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          2  notified of the site plan on September 30th, 2005,

          3  and also recommended in favor of the site.

          4                 The SCA has considered all comments

          5  received on the proposed site plan and affirms the

          6  site plan pursuant to Section 1731 of the Public

          7  Authorities Law and in accordance with Section 1732

          8  of Public Authorities Law, the SCA submitted the

          9  proposed site plan to the Mayor and Council on

         10  September 28th, 2006.

         11                 We look forward to this

         12  Subcommittee's favorable consideration of the

         13  proposed site plan, and we are now here to answer

         14  any questions you might have. Thank you.

         15                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: Just for the

         16  record, it's Community Board 12 in the Bronx,

         17  correct?

         18                 MR. SHAW: Yes, it is. I'm sorry.

         19                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: Do you

         20  gentlemen know if the local Council Member is

         21  supporting the site selection?

         22                 MR. SHAW: I've talked with his Chief

         23  of Staff Cleveland Beckett, and the Council Member

         24  apparently had some questions, which hopefully we've

         25  answered. I have not gotten a positive or negative
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          2  response from the Councilman.

          3                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: What's been

          4  the level of communication, other than the

          5  conversation with the Chief of Staff?

          6                 MR. SHAW: I had been advised that

          7  there was conversations with the Council member. I

          8  haven't gotten a clear indication of his responses

          9  regarding those discussions.

         10                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: Okay. One of

         11  the discussions that we're aware of is the location

         12  of the school and the traffic implications. This is

         13  adjacent to, I think it's US 1, and I know that

         14  there are some reservations expressed about placing

         15  440 young kids right in that traffic corridor.

         16                 MR. SHAW: Yes, that was actually a

         17  consideration when we were first looking at that

         18  site, because it is on Boston Road and Baychester

         19  Avenue, very busy intersection, there is no doubt

         20  about it.

         21                 But one of the plans, and that's why

         22  it is the plan for the design of the school, will be

         23  the school opening, the entrance for the school will

         24  be on Etson Avenue, which is actually a very small

         25  side street, with little or no traffic going through
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          2  that particular street. And given the fact that

          3  we're talking about an early childhood center with

          4  obviously children being walked or brought to the

          5  school by their parents or bus, I don't think the

          6  traffic issue in terms of danger is a less one.

          7                 In addition, we have noticed

          8  throughout that area and around, there are a number

          9  of schools in that area. There are a lot of kids

         10  around during that time, older kids, that cross that

         11  street. It's just a factor in this very dense City

         12  that when you pick sites, invariably some of those

         13  sites are going to be in high traffic areas.

         14                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: Okay. Do any

         15  of my colleagues have any questions?

         16                 Council Member Comrie.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: A couple of

         18  questions. The first question dealt with the other

         19  sites that you had looked at, you have on the

         20  Alternative Sites Analysis.

         21                 MR. SHAW: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: What's the

         23  status of those sites? Are they still going to be

         24  considered as potential sites for schools in a

         25  district that's really overcrowded?
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          2                 MR. SHAW: Well, if you'll notice, on

          3  the first particular site, we actually did acquire

          4  -- I actually did a closing on that one, that was

          5  Mercy College. So, in fact, we did build, we

          6  converted that from Mercy College, which gave up

          7  that particular site, sold it to us, and we turned

          8  it into a high school.

          9                 Pavona Place, the majority of vacant

         10  property is owned by the Housing Authority, and so

         11  that kind of precludes that. And then when you're

         12  talking about Halsey Street, a feasibility study was

         13  conducted for this approximately 99,000 square foot

         14  site. The study concluded that 900-seat elementary

         15  school could be accommodated, due to the proximity

         16  of the site, that PSIS 194 asked the site was

         17  dropped from consideration. We already have an

         18  existing very large school PSIS 194, in that area.

         19                 A lot of the sites that we look at,

         20  we look at the proximity of existing schools that we

         21  built or are there, as to where the need is. We try

         22  and locate, to the extent possible, locate the

         23  schools where the need is actually there.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: You're saying

         25  that the site -- I'm concerned about three and five
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          2  primarily, and knowing that there is still a high

          3  density at that area, couldn't that be considered

          4  for some other educational facility, as opposed to

          5  just letting the site go? The PSIS goes to the

          6  eighth grade, correct? So, why couldn't it be

          7  considered as another either a high school site or

          8  other site that would do even vocational studies? I

          9  hate giving up property when we're losing property

         10  minute by minute that could be used for educational

         11  facilities.

         12                 MR. SHAW: At this particular time I'm

         13  sure we could consider it. It all depends on where

         14  the sites throughout the borough are going to be

         15  located and where the need is.

         16                 I can't talk specifically whether

         17  that site is something we might consider in the

         18  future.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Okay. I think

         20  that 3 and 5 should be acquired by the SCA while you

         21  can acquire it, and work on rezoning or

         22  redistribution of the population afterwards because

         23  we're losing sites quickly. So, I would strongly

         24  make that recommendation.

         25                 You talked about traffic patterns at
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          2  Boston Road and Baychester Avenue. You said they're

          3  coming in on a side street?

          4                 MR. SHAW: Yes, they are.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: And is there

          6  going to be a play road on that? Where is the play

          7  area going to be for the children on Madison Avenue?

          8                 MR. SHAW: I believe --

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Is there going

         10  to be a play area, a playground?

         11                 MR. SHAW: I believe the playground

         12  will be above.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Above?

         14                 MR. SHAW: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: On the roof of

         16  the building?

         17                 MR. SHAW: Right.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Will that be

         19  part of the original construction?

         20                 MR. SHAW: No, no, everything will be

         21  part of the original construction.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Including all

         23  the play equipment?

         24                 MR. SHAW: Yes. When it's bid out. It

         25  has to be bid completely.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I've had two

          3  schools built in my district that don't have play

          4  equipment on the roof that was promised.

          5                 MR. SHAW: New construction?

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: PS 268 on

          7  Jamaica Avenue and 176th Street, and they're looking

          8  to build another school at Jamaica Avenue and 221st

          9  Street. I want to make sure that that has play

         10  equipment on the roof. But I know the principal at

         11  the school, 268, has approached me about play

         12  equipment on the roof, because they don't have

         13  adequate equipment. So, you might want to put in a

         14  plug. Maybe that was in the spec and hadn't been

         15  done, you could go back and look at it.

         16                 MR. SHAW: Sure.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: That would

         18  save me some capital money. I working on it. I'm

         19  trying to be like Simcha. Amen.

         20                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: By the way,

         21  we just mentioned, we should formally announce the

         22  arrival and the presence of the former Chairman of

         23  this Subcommittee, Council Member Simcha Felder from

         24  Brooklyn.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Do you know
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          2  what the other issues that Council Member Seabrook

          3  had with this particular site?

          4                 MR. SHAW: That's the only one I was

          5  aware of, was he asked about that and the naming of

          6  the school, which we don't --

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: All right.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: Council

         10  Member Arroyo, and then Council Member Martinez and

         11  then Council Member Felder.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Not related to

         13  the siting of a school, where did the Baychester

         14  Diner relocate to? Do you know?

         15                 I'm kidding. I'm kidding.

         16                 It is not related to this siting, but

         17  there is a siting plan for my district. And there

         18  are two properties that were disqualified from

         19  consideration because of proximity to other schools

         20  in the site, to the site, and environmental

         21  assessment indicated, high probability of subsurface

         22  contamination, both of which exist with the site

         23  that CSA is planning in the Mott Haven Campus. So,

         24  know that I'm going to remember you said this

         25  publicly, and I'm going to remind you when you come
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          2  to this Committee for that siting, okay?

          3                 That's it, Mr. Chair.

          4                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: Just on

          5  that, following up on that point. I think one of the

          6  things we would like to arrange subsequent to this

          7  meeting is the Bronx Delegation has expressed an

          8  interest to talk to SCA about the Bronx in a broader

          9  scope, instead of individual Council districts.

         10                 So, we'll have someone from staff, or

         11  one of the Council members reach out to you to set

         12  up a meeting. I think that would go a long way to

         13  satisfying some of the concerns.

         14                 MR. SHAW: That's fine.

         15                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: Thank you.

         16                 Council Member Martinez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         18  Mr. Acting Chair.

         19                 You know, I don't want to speak for

         20  Council Member Seabrook, but, however, one

         21  particular concern that we do share in reference to

         22  the process of this application is the fact that

         23  there seems to be very little communication between

         24  school construction and the Council member in

         25  general, and I'll say this for my district,

                                                            16

          1  LANDMARKS, SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2  concerning the selection of sites.

          3                 And I would say that that's a concern

          4  that Council Member Seabrook has, in terms of the

          5  lack of consultation with his office when at one

          6  point they made several recommendation for sites and

          7  all communication stopped and many of the sites that

          8  his office recommended that were available or are

          9  available were denied, and then school construction

         10  comes up with a site that was not part of the

         11  recommendation, and according to him and his

         12  constituency there is some concern.

         13                 However, coming back to what I could

         14  speak of, which is totally related, is the fact

         15  that, you know, there was a process in which when a

         16  lot of you, many of the members remember when school

         17  construction came up with their five-year capital

         18  plan, and one of the districts that they allegedly

         19  claimed population of what's now going to continue

         20  to rise and we're going to lose population was my

         21  district, and we had a -- and Council Member

         22  Jackson, which we share the district, you know, we

         23  put forward an argument which proved wrong to the

         24  School Construction, and we made several

         25  recommendation of available sites. And currently,
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          2  you know, School Construction is negotiating sites

          3  in my district, and, you know, I only happen to know

          4  of this because the owner is concerned. He may lose

          5  his sight, and that there is no communication

          6  between the owner and School Construction and when I

          7  called School Construction to find out what was

          8  going on, School Construction is telling me they're

          9  having negotiation with the owner, and the owner is

         10  telling me who are they negotiating with, because

         11  they're not negotiating with me.

         12                 And that's happening currently. And

         13  when I put forward several sites that are available,

         14  they're all denied. And you know, it's interesting

         15  the way the process is shaping up and taking place,

         16  that many of the recommendations coming from Council

         17  members are not happening and School Construction is

         18  out there, you know, making evaluation and selecting

         19  sites and there's no communication with Council

         20  members until I received a similar letter to this,

         21  saying that a site had been selected, which is

         22  coming up for a hearing also shortly.

         23                 But particularly to that, in terms

         24  of, you know, what is the process that's taking

         25  place, and what kind of communication is there with
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          2  Council members? Because particularly with me there

          3  has been no communication prior to a letter or a

          4  call of an owner of a property saying I'm scared

          5  they may take my property away because they're

          6  saying now they can use eminent domain in the letter

          7  expressed to him.

          8                 MR. SHAW: Well, let me deal with the

          9  first issue of owners claiming that they're -- we're

         10  moving forward without notice. That just can't be

         11  true, and I'll tell you why it can't be true.

         12                 Before, when we look at a site, we

         13  have to do so much due diligence, in terms of the

         14  environmental, have an appraisal done, survey, there

         15  is constant communication with every owner because

         16  we have to get access to their site. So when an

         17  owner calls you and tells you that they haven't

         18  talked to us, they're not telling the truth. They

         19  get notified in each and every instance, otherwise

         20  we couldn't get on their property. So, they're well

         21  aware of it. They're aware of our presence, they're

         22  aware of our request.

         23                 With respect to the notice that goes

         24  out to Council, when we put forth a site plan, the

         25  notice of filing goes to the affected Council
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          2  member. So, early on in the process, when we decided

          3  that we think this site will work, that information

          4  is passed on to the affected Council member and the

          5  community board.

          6                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: Yes, but I

          7  think the point is prior to that, prior to you

          8  picking that site and saying what do you think about

          9  this site, I think we all want to be consulted

         10  because we have some ideas about what works and what

         11  doesn't work in our own district. So, I think it's

         12  even prior to that, is what Council Member Martinez

         13  is speaking of.

         14                 MR. SHAW: Yes. But at the time when

         15  we put that site out and we tell you about it, if

         16  you come back to us and say we have some other

         17  sites, we'll be more than willing to look at that,

         18  because that's long before -- when we do the notice

         19  of filing, that's probably going to be three, four,

         20  five months before we're even going to get to the

         21  Council. So, there's plenty of opportunity at that

         22  point to give us feedback and say, well, you know,

         23  we have some additional sites that we'd like you to

         24  look at, or I don't particularly like this one, or

         25  why have you chosen this site? And rarely, if ever,
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          2  we hear from Council members at that particular

          3  point. It's only when it's being submitted to you at

          4  this particular Subcommittee, some five, six, seven,

          5  eight months later, in this particular instance this

          6  site was kicking around for two years.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: But on the

          8  issue of an owner, for example, you're right, you go

          9  through a process of having access, you go through a

         10  process of evaluating, you go through a process of

         11  doing the environmental and doing the traffic

         12  pattern and so forth. But I'll give you a specific

         13  example. Once you've done all of that, in this

         14  particular case, I'll be calling your office for

         15  more specific, you know, you have an owner who said

         16  I will be willing to consider, he wants to move

         17  forward on his property because he's been waiting

         18  for an answer, and the response he gets back is,

         19  well, you know, according to, you know, charter,

         20  what of the charter, School Construction has the

         21  authority to do eminent domain. In other words, we

         22  don't have to continue to have any further

         23  conversation because we are in fact interested. So

         24  we're not going to have any further conversation.

         25                 But I don't want to take up the
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          2  Committee's time because I want to call you on that.

          3  However, as Council Member Oddo mentioned, it's

          4  prior to the whole process of you making a

          5  predetermined decision already that this is the site

          6  you're going to move forward with that after your

          7  studies and evaluation indicate that it's doable to

          8  have a school, that we get a notice. Then you're

          9  already predetermined so when we come up with a

         10  list, you've already gone through that process. So,

         11  what's the point of us coming up with a list? It

         12  takes money and resources to do all of that

         13  evaluation and study, correct?

         14                 MR. SHAW: Well, it takes money and

         15  resources, but I'll give you an example. In this

         16  particular site, the owner proposed a number of

         17  different other properties late into this. As a

         18  matter of fact, we just went out and looked at

         19  another site. If we find something that is viable,

         20  that is better than the site we're looking at --

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Sir, I don't

         22  want to focus on a particular site. In general. In

         23  general.

         24                 MR. SHAW: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: If we would
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          2  get some notice that you're looking, or you're

          3  looking to evaluate this site, and at that

          4  particular point, before you invest your resources

          5  in all the things that you do before you make a

          6  decision, so that we could make some recommendation,

          7  that will work.

          8                 MR. SHAW: I have no problem with

          9  that.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you.

         11                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: Council

         12  Member Felder.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Thank you,

         14  Chair Oddo.

         15                 First, I just wanted to repeat

         16  something that I said and haven't said recently,

         17  that I think that our colleagues who are republican

         18  should be treated no differently than anyone else.

         19  This has nothing to do with you, in the City

         20  Council. And I don't understand why they're called

         21  last. This whole game is very uncomfortable for me.

         22  So, I still am making, put on notice, especially to

         23  those on the Rules Committee, if you would consider

         24  the fact that right now we have only three

         25  republican members anyway. At a minimum, we should
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          2  have mercy on them, and just include them like

          3  anybody else. I don't get the whole thing. If it was

          4  reversed, I'd be saying the same thing. Certainly,

          5  if there were three democrats and I was one of them,

          6  I would like to be included without being

          7  discriminated against just because I'm a republican.

          8  I don't understand it. It's not a religion and it

          9  shouldn't be treated as such. Who cares anyway?

         10                 Having said that, I just wanted to

         11  pick up on what my colleague Council Member Martinez

         12  mentioned, the issue of the sitings.

         13                 First of all, I assume that the issue

         14  that Council Member Oddo mentioned probably two

         15  years ago, three years ago when this whole issue of

         16  the sitings and the money and the five-year plan

         17  still exists, we're still voting on sites, because

         18  if we don't get those sites, we're not going to get

         19  anything, which is a good deal, I guess, if you own

         20  a store and you sell your wares and if they don't

         21  buy it, they don't get anything. But that's not

         22  where we are. And this criticism is not directed

         23  towards you because I've had a very good working

         24  relationship with you, and whatever I've had to

         25  complain about we've done at night in private in a
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          2  dark alley. Not here.

          3                 But the issue in general still

          4  remains an issue. That's very, very, very -- what

          5  should I say? That's not the way things should work.

          6  I know that they're working that way because it

          7  seems like there's no other way, but that's not the

          8  way it should work.

          9                 But having said that, I would like to

         10  raise a separate issue with you that has to do with

         11  siting, and that is that there are parts of the City

         12  where registration and enrollment will continue to

         13  go down. Neighborhoods like Borough Park and

         14  Williamsburg and there are other neighborhoods

         15  throughout the City that no matter what, enrollment

         16  is going to go down and you're going to see a

         17  continuation of reduction and capacity in some of

         18  your schools. And what the Board of Ed, who is not

         19  here, what they're doing is they're trying to fill

         20  the spots by bringing students from other spaces.

         21  But at some point, whether it's in a year or two,

         22  it's not going to work.

         23                 And what I've suggested, and I would

         24  like you to bring back to School Construction, is a

         25  suggestion that sounds bizarre because it's coming
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          2  from me, but Jimmy Oddo or Leroy or anybody else

          3  said it, you take it seriously, and that suggestion

          4  is in those areas where you know, in a five-year

          5  period that registration is going to be ten percent,

          6  you sell those properties now, you sell those

          7  properties now to private developers with a

          8  stipulation that they do not take ownership of the

          9  property until five years from now, six years,

         10  whatever you want to put in. And they give you the

         11  money up front. The Department of Education gets the

         12  money up front, we're able to help you find, I have

         13  other sites where registration is booming in my

         14  district, you got the money, it's a great deal. You

         15  can go ahead. This has nothing to do with Albany, it

         16  has nothing to do with anybody. It has to do with

         17  Micha Pippeck (phonetic) which is Jack Frog,

         18  whatever you want. You get the cash, you build the

         19  buildings now. You have the money, and then when

         20  it's in place with a beautiful new structure, you're

         21  able to give that building away and you don't have

         22  those problems regarding the capacity. Those

         23  problems are going to continue no matter what you

         24  do. You're going to just keep on consolidating,

         25  consolidating schools. And I don't see any permanent
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          2  solution.

          3                 You know, so the Administration will

          4  get bad press one day or two days. Maybe they'll get

          5  good press for being, you know, mindful of the fact

          6  that they have to come up with the solution long

          7  term.

          8                 So, I'm just asking you to go back.

          9  Do you understand the suggestion I have?

         10                 MR. SHAW: I'm not quite clear what

         11  you're --

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes, I figured

         13  that.

         14                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: Council

         15  member, there is representation from the

         16  Administration here, so maybe they should be taking

         17  notes of this and take this suggestion back.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: So, should I

         19  pursue this or not?

         20                 Can somebody, would a representative

         21  of the Administration, could he or she come to the

         22  witness table?

         23                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: I don't

         24  think that's necessary.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Oh, you mean
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          2  she wouldn't understand it either?

          3                 All right, I'll speak -- the

          4  solution, just to be concise, is we sell the

          5  properties today. There are three public schools in

          6  an area that you know capacity is at 30 percent

          7  today, and they're not going to get better tomorrow.

          8  We sell those properties with the stipulation that

          9  the new owners take hold of the property in five

         10  years from now. They have to pay up front. They'll

         11  be willing to do it because people want property.

         12  Somebody is going to buy it. The Department of

         13  Education or the School Construction has the money,

         14  has five years to find another site without problems

         15  of funding, build a new public school where there is

         16  need, and it's a perfect solution. I know it's not

         17  as easy as I say it, but it's not bad. Do you

         18  understand the suggestion?

         19                 MR. SHAW: Yes, I do.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Okay.

         21                 Do you like it?

         22                 MR. SHAW: I have no comment.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Okay. That

         24  means he likes it but he can't say it.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Mr. Chair?
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          2                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: Yes, sir.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Can I have a

          4  point of privilege, please?

          5                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: Sure.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Can I ask

          7  for unanimous consent to vote aye on all items,

          8  because I have another Committee hearing I have to

          9  attend to?

         10                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: Absolutely.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I mean, you

         12  don't have to close, just give me personal

         13  privilege.

         14                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: Council

         15  Member Martinez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Can I vote

         17  aye on all?

         18                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you.

         20                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: I just want

         21  to announce that we've been joined by Council Member

         22  Charles Barron.

         23                 Before you go, Council member.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Yes, the 440

         25  seats, what ages are they going to be?
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          2                 MR. RUIZ: I believe it's, it will be

          3  an early childhood center. We attempt to reduce the

          4  overcrowding condition at PS 112, 111, 87, 78, which

          5  are pre-k 5 schools, so by having another building,

          6  if approved, it will help us tremendously in that

          7  area.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: So, the four

          9  mainly serviced pre-k students?

         10                 MR. RUIZ: Pre-k through four to five.

         11  It depends the study, of once the building is built,

         12  it will be probably like three years from now.

         13                 MR. SHAW: About that.

         14                 MR. RUIZ: We will see what are the

         15  needs at that time so that we can rezone the entire

         16  area.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: So, pre-k to

         18  maybe the fourth or the fifth grade?

         19                 MR. RUIZ: Fourth or the fifth, yes.

         20  At the most, yes.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: So, for the

         22  future, if we see that we're still in the same

         23  situation, in terms of overcrowding, is there any

         24  plans to continue then to expand the school to add

         25  more grades, or should this just remain?
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          2                 MR. SHAW: Given the size of the site,

          3  I don't know if you can expand the school, because

          4  you don't want to go up so high, in terms of

          5  stories. So, we would have to look for another site,

          6  I would think ultimately.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Oh, thank you.

          8                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: Thank you.

          9  Thank you, gentlemen.

         10                 MR. SHAW: Thank you.

         11                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: I just want

         12  the record to reflect that we spoke to Council

         13  Member Seabrook supporting this item, but reiterates

         14  his concern about the communication and reiterates

         15  his request for the Bronx Delegation meeting. And

         16  staff suggested, I think it's a good idea, that

         17  perhaps we should schedule briefings for each of the

         18  five boroughs, separate delegation briefings, just

         19  sort of give an overall view of where we are with

         20  each borough. Something to consider. And I know the

         21  three of us on Staten Island would welcome it.

         22                 MR. SHAW: No problem, and I'll take

         23  that back to the Administration.

         24                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: Great. Thank

         25  you.
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          2                 MR. SHAW: Thank you very much.

          3                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: Let's have a

          4  vote.

          5                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chairman Oddo.

          6                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: First. By

          7  the way, thank you for your comments, Council Member

          8  Felder. In reality, and being serious for a moment,

          9  I can't think of any minority party in any

         10  legislature that gets treated as well as we do, and

         11  maybe it's because a byproduct of the fact that

         12  there are so few of us, but somewhere I know our

         13  colleague Margarita Lopez has a gas pain today

         14  because I'm sitting in the Chair's spot, but I think

         15  it's a testament to the type of people that Gifford

         16  Miller was and Christine Quinn is. So, thank you for

         17  that. I vote aye.

         18                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         19  Barron.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         21                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         22  Comrie.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I vote aye. I

         24  just want to reiterate to have borough delegation

         25  meetings on siting and the issues of siting that
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          2  Council Member Martinez and the other Council

          3  members spoke of where I've been long arguing with

          4  the SCA about siting and what is a proper site and

          5  what isn't way before I got to the Council, and the

          6  same problem still persists, SCA making preliminary

          7  and detailed decisions before they bring it to the

          8  community. So, I would welcome and -- actually DOE,

          9  not SCA, because SCA is doing the building, but DOE

         10  is doing the presiting, and we really need to have

         11  those meetings. Thank you.

         12                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         13  Palma.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: I vote aye.

         15                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         16  Arroyo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         18                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

         19  six in the affirmative, none in the negative, no

         20  abstentions, item passes to the full Land Use

         21  Committee.

         22                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON ODDO: We will

         23  leave the vote open for a few minutes.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Hi, Jerry. The
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          2  Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting and

          3  Maritime Use is adjourned.

          4                 (Hearing concluded at 12:10 p.m.)
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