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          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: This is the

          3  standing Committee of Land Use. I want to thank the

          4  Subcommittees. They surprised me at how quickly they

          5  took care of the business at hand this morning.

          6                 And it's 10:30, we managed to have

          7  two Subcommittee meetings and a full Land Use

          8  Committee starting now, so thank you, everybody, for

          9  your time.

         10                 First item, 20065459 SCK, which is a

         11  site selection for an intermediate high school,

         12  intermediary high school, and a high school, in the

         13  former Family Court building. It's a junior high

         14  school. Yes. It's in Councilman Yassky's district.

         15                 Weehawken Street Historic District,

         16  Council Member Quinn, 20065512 HKM. It's to landmark

         17  the area of Weehawken Street. Council Member Quinn's

         18  district, landmarking the Greenwich Street Historic

         19  District extension, 20065513 HKM. Preconsidered Land

         20  Use Post Graduate Center for Medical Health, which

         21  is an HPD application. A ULURP and UDAAP to

         22  facilitate the development of a facility for

         23  adolescents, which include supportive services.

         24  That's in Council Member Mendez's district.

         25                 Council Member Koppell's District is
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          2  the Van Cortlandt Center, which is an amendment to

          3  the zoning map to change an M1-1 district to R6, and

          4  C23 to facilitate the development of a supermarket.

          5                 Also, a revocable consent to

          6  construct a pedestrian bridge to connect a parking

          7  garage with the Manhattan College. That's also

          8  Council Member Koppell.

          9                 Council Member Vacca's district.

         10  Pelham Parkway Indian Village rezoning amendment to

         11  the zoning map, covers 75 blocks to preserve the

         12  low-density character in future development in

         13  context, add some medium density growth as well.

         14                 Land Use 182, Stewart and Company

         15  Building, Council Member Quinn's district for

         16  landmarking. Landmarking at 2 Park Avenue, Council

         17  Member Mendez's district. Vernon Boulevard, Council

         18  Member Gioia's district, amendments of the zoning

         19  map.

         20                 LU 195, Council Member Gerson's

         21  district, the sidewalk cafe at the City Hall Cafe,

         22  City Hall Restaurant.

         23                 The rest are UDAAPs. LU No. 95 in

         24  Council Member Mealy's district, 172 in Reyna's

         25  district.
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          2                 Preconsidered, 51 West 106th Street,

          3  Council Member Viverito's district, 135 West 89th

          4  Street, Council Member Brewer. 229 West 111th

          5  Street, Council Member Dickens. 235 East 121st

          6  Street, Council Member Viverito. Also in her

          7  district, 983 Amsterdam Avenue. That is the agenda

          8  today.

          9                 Before I call for comments from some

         10  of the members today, I want to first thank the

         11  Subcommittee's for all of the work that they did in

         12  getting to where we are today. There was a lot of

         13  work done in the last few weeks in the

         14  Subcommittees, when it's -- if I can just have

         15  everybody's attention just for a minute, the meeting

         16  will be extremely brief, it would be very helpful.

         17  It will be very brief, only another few minutes.

         18                 But I do think that everyone needs to

         19  know the important work that the Subcommittee's have

         20  done in the last few weeks. It is a very quiet time

         21  for us clearly in the Council, and this is the only

         22  thing meeting.

         23                 So, the fact that we're getting so

         24  much done during the summer, I think is a great

         25  tribute to the hard work of this entire Committee.
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          2  So, I want to thank all of you for that.

          3                 Council Member Gerson, you had a

          4  comment on one of the applications in your district?

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes, thank you

          6  very much, Madam Chair.

          7                 As we communicated to Chair Avella of

          8  the Subcommittee yesterday and the entire

          9  Subcommittee, I support the application for a

         10  renewal of the sidewalk cafe by the City Hall

         11  Restaurant, which most of us, probably all of us are

         12  quite familiar.

         13                 I do need to make it clear, however,

         14  that our support, my support and I believe the

         15  Council's ultimate support for this renewal should

         16  not be mistaken in any way for support for what the

         17  owner of the property is attempting to do to

         18  longstanding residents of the upper floors above the

         19  restaurant, and that is to evict them, evict

         20  longstanding artists and non-artists residents who

         21  have lived there for decades who were the pioneers

         22  of the Tribeca community and to replace them with a

         23  hotel.

         24                 In and of itself that would be on

         25  moral grounds objectionable, in my opinion, but what
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          2  is legally also objectionable with that effort is

          3  that the owner is attempting to redefine what is

          4  called demolition under state law, and he's calling

          5  his renovation of the upper floors of demolition in

          6  using that classification of the work he's doing as

          7  demolition as the legal basis for evicting these

          8  residents who but for a legal demolition would be

          9  protected under New York State rent stabilization.

         10                 To conclude in 30 seconds, this issue

         11  is in litigation, this Council is on record, and we,

         12  I believe, have resolutions calling for a clear

         13  definition of the demolition exception to rent

         14  stabilization so it is not subject to this type of

         15  abuse. There is a clear difference between a

         16  renovation, which involves part of a building and

         17  the normal use of demolition which involves the

         18  entire building. This owner is making a mockery of

         19  the law in a way that hurts people and hurts

         20  communities.

         21                 The owner of the restaurant is a

         22  minority shareholder of the owner of the property

         23  and he made it clear to us that he does not support

         24  this, and therefore, on that basis, and on the basis

         25  of the record of his operation of the sidewalk cafe,

                                                            8

          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2  we are not objecting. We're not going to play legal

          3  games with the way he is, but we do need to make it

          4  clear that we stand together opposed to this abuse

          5  of the rights of these residents.

          6                 Thank you so much, Madam Chair.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

          8                 Council Member Sears.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: In light of the

         10  conflict, and non-clarification as to what the

         11  demolition is, and renovation, how do we grant a

         12  permit for something that may be totally abolished,

         13  if the demolition goes on? Because I would assume

         14  that that means the outdoor cafe would not be able

         15  to be in existence.

         16                 So, I'm unclear as to exactly, if the

         17  Chair could explain to me?

         18                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I'm not sure

         19  there's that much to explain. I think that they are

         20  going through litigation now. It may take another

         21  month and it may take another ten years. Nobody has

         22  any idea on that. And I think what the Council

         23  member has made a decision on is that this is a

         24  vital business in the community, the minority

         25  shareholder, I think which was a win.
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          2                 If Gail could just move over, I'm

          3  trying to look at Alan.

          4                 The minority shareholder --

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: It's one of

          6  the few times anyone wants to look at me. So, I want

          7  to take advantage of it.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: The minority

          9  shareholder, I think which was a win for Alan, came

         10  out publicly basically to him and said I'm against

         11  what is going on by the majority shareholder.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Or at least,

         13  Madam Chair, that he's not supporting it.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Right, he's not

         15  supporting it. Along that level I think that the

         16  decision was made that the sidewalk cafe would be a

         17  useful part of the community.

         18                 Before we call the roll, I'll just

         19  make one or two comments.

         20                 Number one, I know the Landmarks

         21  Committee was waiting for a letter and got it. I

         22  want to thank the Chairman of the Landmarks

         23  Commission for being so responsive. Also, HPD for

         24  being so responsive, and working with the Council

         25  member whose district it is, in Council Member
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          2  Garodnick's subcommittee. We did appreciate that,

          3  and we think that the project moves forward and it's

          4  a benefit for everyone. So, we thank them for that.

          5                 We are passing today another R5-D

          6  zone for Pelham Parkway rezoning, for Jimmy Vacca's

          7  district. I guess just to reiterate what we said

          8  yesterday, we love our relationship with City

          9  Planning. We think it's a great relationship. We

         10  want that relationship to last another four years or

         11  four and a half years, maybe. We don't know yet, but

         12  maybe three and a half years. And we hope that City

         13  Planning takes into account all the comments that

         14  were made yesterday at the Subcommittee regarding

         15  working together and really reviewing this R5-D

         16  zone.

         17                 But having said that, if you want to

         18  call the roll, I vote aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Katz.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Thank you. By a vote
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          2  of 15 in the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

          3  abstentions, all items have been adopted.

          4                 Council Members, please sign the

          5  Committee reports.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Are we expecting

          8  anyone else that has called in? All right, we will

          9  leave the roll open for ten minutes.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Baez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

         14  16.

         15                 The final vote on the Committee on

         16  Land Use now stands at 16 in the affirmative, zero

         17  in the negative and no abstentions.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: This Land Use

         19  meeting is now adjourned. Thank you.

         20                 (Hearing concluded at 10:40 a.m.)
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