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          1  COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO: I want to call

          3  the Environmental Protection Committee to order.

          4                 All members of the Environmental

          5  Protection Committee please if you can join us.

          6  Sorry for the delay.  We appreciate your patience.

          7                 Are we ready to begin?

          8                 Okay, good morning.  I am Councilman

          9  Jim Gennaro, Chair of the Environmental Protection

         10  Committee.

         11                 I welcome all of you here today.

         12                 This morning we will take very brief

         13  testimony, and then vote on two pieces of

         14  legislation requested by the Administration.

         15                 First we will consider Proposed

         16  Intro. 376- A, legislation that would provide the

         17  New York City DEP with an additional 13 months to

         18  finalize its Watershed Protection Plan for Jamaica

         19  Bay.

         20                 I must admit, that at first, I was

         21  quite apprehensive of pushing out the deadline for

         22  the Watershed Protection Plan.  I believe that the

         23  bay needs the coordinated, active help that we fully

         24  expect the protection plan to provide as soon as

         25  possible.
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          2                 However, DEP and the Jamaica Bay

          3  Watershed Protection Plan Advisory Committee, which

          4  has been very successful, both of which I know are

          5  committed to the absolute bet interest of protecting

          6  and restoring the bay, have convinced me that the 13

          7  month extension, and other important elements of

          8  this bill, are both necessary and appropriate.

          9                 So, I am glad to grant the

         10  Administration's request to push out the completion

         11  date and to sponsor and support Intro. 376- A.

         12                 I urge my fellow committee members to

         13  do the same.

         14                 The second bill before us, which is a

         15  Preconsidered Intro., currently without a number,

         16  but this is a measure that would extend the life of

         17  the New York City Wetlands Transfer Task Force, and

         18  provide them with an additional three months to

         19  complete their inventory of city- owned wetlands and

         20  finalize their recommendations as to which of these

         21  wetlands should be transferred to the stewardship of

         22  the Parks Department. As you recall, this was the

         23  subject of a bill that we passed last year.

         24                 The co- chairs of the task force are

         25  Bill Tai of the Parks Department who joins us today,
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          2  and Robert Perani (phonetic) of the Regional

          3  Planning Association who contacted me about this

          4  extension.  I am once again convinced that also in

          5  this case, it is both necessary and appropriate.

          6                 So, I am glad to grant this request

          7  and to sponsor and support this preconsidered intro.

          8                 I urge my fellow committee members to

          9  do the same.

         10                 I also acknowledge the Parks

         11  Committee, and its chair, Helen Foster, and thank

         12  Helen and her committee for giving my committee

         13  jurisdiction over the Wetlands Transfer Extension

         14  bill in order to expedited the council's action on

         15  it.

         16                 But before I conclude and recognize

         17  representatives of the Parks Department, who will

         18  speak on the Wetlands Transfer bill, I would like to

         19  welcome back Erika Kamberly (phonetic) as the

         20  Mayor's Office Legislative Representative to the

         21  committee.  Erika, nice to have you back. We look

         22  forward to working with you.

         23                 Erika briefly looked after this

         24  committee before Eddie Batista took over the helm,

         25  but now with Eddie's recent promotion, a very wise
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          2  move I must add, we are fortunate to have Erika back

          3  again with us.  So, thank you.

          4                 I want to recognize the members of

          5  the committee that are with us today.  We have

          6  Council Member Vallone, Council Member Recchia,

          7  Council Member Melissa Mark- Viverito, Council

          8  Member Koppell I know is with us, any other members

          9  that are in our orbit right now?  Council Member

         10  Lanza I know is here.

         11                 I would also like to thank in a

         12  special way my own staff, Peter Washburn (phonetic)

         13  and Dina Iverson (phonetic), who recently joined out

         14  staff and is a great addition.   I know that the

         15  Counsel to the Committee, Donna De Costanzo has to

         16  read something into the record, is that right?

         17                 Are we going to do that before we

         18  hear testimony from Bill?

         19                 MS. DE COSTANZO:  Yes.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO:  Okay, and so,

         21  Counsel to the Committee, Donna De Costanzo, will

         22  read some changes to Proposed Intro. 376- A.  There

         23  are some changes to it which Donna will read into

         24  the record.

         25                 Donna De Costanzo.
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          2                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  In

          3  addition to a few technical changes, the following

          4  changes were made to Intro. Number 376.

          5                 The date by which the Commissioner of

          6  Environmental Protection shall submit the Jamaica

          7  Bay Watershed Protection Plan pursuant to

          8  subdivision (a), which changed from September 1st,

          9  2007 to October 1st, 2007.  The date by which the

         10  Commissioner shall complete the interim report on

         11  the preparation of the Plan pursuant to subdivision

         12  (d) was changed from September 1st, 2006 to October

         13  1st, 2006, and in subdivision (j), the term prepared

         14  pursuant to subdivision (a) of the section, which

         15  refers to the watershed protection plan was changed

         16  to required pursuant to subdivision (a) of the

         17  section.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO:  Is that it?

         19                 COUNSEL TO THE COMMITTEE:  Yes.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO:  Okay, Donna

         21  thank you for that, and also I neglected to thank

         22  you and Dan Avery for your great work on this and

         23  all manners before this Committee.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 Okay so we will call our first and
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          2  only witness, Bill Tai, the Director of the Natural

          3  Resources Unit of the Department of Parks and

          4  Recreation.

          5                 You look good in the council member

          6  chair, Bill, this is good, this is good.

          7                 MR. TAI:  This is an opportunity that

          8  will not be repeated again, I am sure.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO:  Right, so we

         10  are happy to have you with us here today.

         11                 Before you start, I just would like

         12  to commend you and all of the members of the

         13  Advisory Committee for your work thus far, and we

         14  really appreciate the zeal and the fervor with which

         15  this is being approached by all involved, and we

         16  look forward to an excellent but slightly delayed

         17  outcome.

         18                 So Bill, please.

         19                 MR. TAI:  My apologies in advance for

         20  that.

         21                 Thank you again, Chairman Gennaro and

         22  members of the Committee, good morning.

         23                 For the record again, my name is Bill

         24  Tai.  I am the Director for the Natural Resources

         25  Group at the Parks Department, as well as the co-
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          2  chair of the Wetlands Transfer Task Force, as you

          3  said.

          4                 Rob Perani (phonetic) with Regional

          5  Plan Association is the other task force co- chair,

          6  unfortunately he is unable to join us today, but

          7  with me in the Chambers is Mike Schnall (phonetic),

          8  Director of Government Relations at Parks, and

          9  Danielle King (phonetic), our Government Relations

         10  Liaison. We all thank you for this opportunity to

         11  discuss the Preconsidered introduction before the

         12  Committee.

         13                 As you well know, the Wetlands

         14  Transfer Task Force was charged with inventorying

         15  city- owned wetlands and reviewing the feasibility

         16  of transferring those wetlands to the Parks

         17  Department for long- term protection.  For the past

         18  six months, as you said, the Task Force has really

         19  been aggressively meeting every two weeks to examine

         20  more than 2,100 city- owned wetland properties.

         21                 We have been in contact with every

         22  community district in the City, and convened two

         23  public hearings.  We call them listening sessions,

         24  for which again, I would like to thank you, Mr.

         25  Chair, for attending in person at our Brooklyn
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          2  meeting, and to Councilmen McMahan and Oddo, thanks

          3  for sending representatives to our Staten Island

          4  meeting.  We appreciated it.

          5                 In addition to those sessions, the

          6  Task Force organized two other separate gatherings

          7  of city agencies, and other governmental and non-

          8  governmental harbor stakeholders.

          9                 For anyone who could not join us in

         10  person, the Parks hosted a Wetlands Transfer Task

         11  Force website where information was, and still is,

         12  readily available and comments on these subjects

         13  could be submitted.

         14                 The Task Force is currently scheduled

         15  to submit its report on August 17th, six months

         16  after our initial meeting, and per the terms of

         17  Local Law 83, it would be dissolved three months

         18  later on November 17th.

         19                 We, the Task Force, believe that we

         20  have accomplished a good number of our objectives in

         21  the relatively short time period that was allotted

         22  to this work.

         23                 However, the final compilation of

         24  this information, and the recommendations of the

         25  Task Force still remain to be accomplished.  This

                                                            11

          1  COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

          2  necessitates our request for the extension.

          3                 We have formally requested from the

          4  Council a three month extension of the time period

          5  to allow the Task Force to more fully assess and

          6  document the feasibility and desirability of

          7  property transfers, and importantly, to allow

          8  comment on the Task Force recommendations by the

          9  stakeholders that I mentioned before in advance of

         10  our final report to the Council, and to the Mayor.

         11                 We do understand and appreciate that

         12  such a change requires this specific legislative

         13  action by the Council, and we do appreciate that

         14  this request comes at a time when the Council is not

         15  normally conducting such business.

         16                 So, the three month extension would

         17  allow us to submit a final report by November 17.

         18  The Task Force would then be available as a group to

         19  respond to the Council and any Mayoral inquires

         20  until February 17th, 2007.

         21                 The requested extension would ensure

         22  that this body of work and our final recommendations

         23  are delivered to you, and to the Mayor, in as usable

         24  form as possible.

         25                 So on behalf of the Task Force, I
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          2  would like to thank you, Mr. Chair, again, the

          3  entire Committee, for its leadership on this matter,

          4  and this opportunity to undertake as detailed a

          5  review of city- owned wetlands as has now been done,

          6  and with the requested extension to recommend the

          7  next and final steps, really was undertaken as an

          8  important charge, as you said, by all of the task

          9  force members.  I can attest to that as one of the

         10  co- chairs.

         11                 I would be happy to answer any

         12  questions, if you have any.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO:  I have no

         14  questions for you, Mr. Tai.

         15                 Again, I just want to thank you for

         16  being such a diligent co- chair.  I hear many good

         17  things about the work that you and the whole

         18  advisory committee are doing, and when we look back

         19  on this when it is all done, and be proud of this

         20  work.  So, thank you, thank you.

         21                 Michael Schnall joined us yesterday

         22  out at Willow Lake, we were traipsing through the

         23  swamp to try to figure out this bridge that had to

         24  get fixed, and it was- and Michael Feller (phonetic)

         25  from the Natural Resources Group- it is just a great
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          2  bunch of people at Parks all around.

          3                 It is my pleasure to work with all of

          4  you.

          5                 Thank you for your testimony, and

          6  with no other witnesses to be heard, we are going to

          7  vote on these items.

          8                 The Chair, of course, recommends a

          9  yes vote, and are we going to couple these together

         10  or what are we going to do?

         11                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Inaudible.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO:  Okay, so we are

         13  going to couple both of these items together.

         14                 Bill, if you could please call the

         15  roll.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Council Member

         17  Gennaro.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO:  I vote aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Koppell.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL:  Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Recchia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA:  Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Vallone.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE:  Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Mark- Viverito.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK- VIVERITO:  Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Lanza.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA:  Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK:  By a vote of six in

          6  the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

          7  abstentions, both items are adopted.  Council

          8  members, please sign the Committee Report.

          9                 The roll will be held open by the

         10  request of the Chair.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON GENNARO:  Thank you all

         12  very much.

         13                 (Hearing adjourned at 11:25 a.m.)
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