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          1  COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER:  Good morning.

          3  Welcome to the Committee on Governmental Operations

          4  on August 16, 2006.

          5                 I want to introduce my colleagues who

          6  are here, Council Member Erik Dilan, Council Member

          7  Joseph Addabbo, and Council Member Robert Jackson,

          8  Council Member Peter Vallone, Jr., Councilman Leroy

          9  Comrie, Councilman Jim Gennaro, and Council Member

         10  Oliver Koppell.

         11                 We will be voting on right now, I am

         12  sorry, and of course the counsel to this Committee,

         13  DeNora Johnson.

         14                 Good morning, welcome to the hearing

         15  of the Committee on Government Ops.

         16                 One minute, can I have some decorum

         17  here, please?

         18                 I am joined by my colleagues who I

         19  just introduced.

         20                 Today the Committee will vote on

         21  Proposed Resolution Number 228, will the people the

         22  advocates from Parks, please go out to the garden?

         23  Will the Park advocates please go out to the garden?

         24

         25                 The Committee held a hearing on a
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          2  prior version of this resolution on April 24th.

          3                 I want to thank the Board of

          4  Elections, advocacy groups and other interested

          5  parties for providing their insightful testimony at

          6  that hearing.

          7                 I would also like to thank Council

          8  Member Robert Jackson who will speak to you in a

          9  moment, and the Speaker, and my other colleagues

         10  that have signed onto the resolution for being so

         11  conscientious about the issue of transparency in the

         12  process of selecting new voting system technology

         13  for our city. I think it is a no- brainer.

         14                 This resolution has provided a good

         15  foundation upon which to start the dialog about the

         16  issue of HAVA compliance and the Board's efforts

         17  thusfar to become HAVA compliant.

         18                      Since the committee's last

         19  hearing on this resolution, the U.S. District Court

         20  settled the HAVA lawsuit brought by the Department

         21  of Justice by ordering that for the 2006 election

         22  cycle New York would be permitted to implement

         23  ballot marking devices as an interim solution to

         24  accommodate voters with disabilities.

         25                 With respect to the selection of
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          2  permanent HAVA compliant voting systems, the court

          3  ordered that the state must be in full compliance by

          4  2007.

          5                 During the spring session, the

          6  Committee held hearings to evaluate the Board's

          7  interim plan for HAVA compliance, and is committed

          8  to holding additional hearings on this issue during

          9  the upcoming fall session and working with various

         10  advocacy organizations to ensure that the interim

         11  plan is executed successfully.

         12                 Nevertheless as the committee looks

         13  beyond the interim solution, it seems that the state

         14  and city boards have a long way to go.  That is very

         15  important.  It seems that the state and city boards

         16  have a long way to go in order to be fully HAVA

         17  compliant by the 2007 election.

         18                 As the boards begin to make decisions

         19  about permanent voting systems for New Yorkers,

         20  Proposed Resolution 228- A is especially important

         21  and timely, and the Board should take heed of its

         22  recommendations.

         23                 I strongly advise the City Board to

         24  tread lightly as it begins its process to select

         25  uncertified, permanent voting systems for the City's
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          2  voters.  The City Board should learn from the

          3  mistakes made throughout the country in this regard,

          4  and be as diligent as possible to avoid placing the

          5  voters of New York in a similarly precarious

          6  situation.

          7                 Finally and most importantly, I would

          8  counsel the City Board to do its best to make this

          9  process as transparent as possible, and to the

         10  extent possible, allow voters of this city to

         11  participate fully and meaningfully in this election

         12  of the new system.  This will protect the voters

         13  belief in the electoral process, and the results

         14  that stem from the use of the new voting system.  I

         15  am sure that as the year progresses and the Board

         16  takes further steps to become fully HAVA- compliant

         17  during 2006 2007, the committee will continue to be

         18  actively involved in oversight of this issue.

         19                 With that said, I would like to just

         20  mention one last point.  This is a momentous

         21  occasion, the compliance, the obligation, and the

         22  responsibility that the City has and it is

         23  something- it is not something that is going to

         24  happen, again, for a long time.  We are dealing with

         25  a very serious issue of trying to make it so that
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          2  those that are disabled and others that have been

          3  left out for a very long time, are able to actually

          4  go and vote with ease.

          5                 So at the same time that we have

          6  constraints, legal constraints, but the overall

          7  purpose of this whole thing, is to try to get people

          8  who have been unable to vote easily to be able to do

          9  so, and that is a monumental task.

         10                 So, I think that everyone, certainly

         11  in this Council, will maybe not at this moment, but

         12  as time progresses, will remember this time as being

         13  a very, very special time, and an opportunity for us

         14  to playrole in making sure that people, all people,

         15  are able to vote easily.

         16                 With that said, I want to give

         17  Council Member Robert Jackson, who sponsored this

         18  resolution a moment to talk about the resolution.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON:  Thank you,

         20  Mr. Chair, and let me just say, let me thank you and

         21  all of the staff that work so hard in order to move

         22  this resolution to where we are today, and along

         23  with your Counsel to the Committee, attorney DeNora

         24  Johnson, let me thank her, and all the other staff.

         25                 Let me just say quite frankly, today
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          2  the City Council of New York stands united in

          3  demanding public input and accountability to

          4  safeguard the most basic and fundamental right of

          5  our democratic society; the right to vote.

          6                 We expect the Board of Elections of

          7  the City of New York to heed our call to preserve

          8  the integrity of our voting system as we move

          9  towards electronic voting.  All New Yorkers must be

         10  confident that their voice is heard in the voting

         11  booth by having accountability and transparency, and

         12  by moving forward this resolution which has 43

         13  sponsors, currently as we speak, out of 51 sends a

         14  strong message that New York City Council wants to

         15  ensure that every vote is counted, and that every

         16  citizen has a right to vote, and know that there

         17  vote is being transparent in the process, in this

         18  electronic process, and that the systems of

         19  accountability are in place to ensure that no one

         20  will question the result of any election.

         21                 So Mr. Chair, let me thank you and

         22  the Speakers' Office for everyone's involvement in

         23  moving forward Resolution 228- A.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER:  Thank you very
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          2  much.

          3                 Do any of my colleagues have any

          4  comments?

          5                 Okay, you are not on this committee,

          6  you are my colleague.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA:  Inaudible.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER:  You are?  I

          9  apologize.

         10                 Council Member Recchia is on the

         11  committee.

         12                 Do you have any comments?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA:  Yes, call

         14  the vote.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER:  Okay, I just

         16  want to thank before we call the vote,  Gemilia

         17  (phonetic) Mason from the Mayor's office who has

         18  been so responsible, and had made sure that

         19  throughout the hearings people who have to be here

         20  are here, and people who like to talk too much, do

         21  not talk too much, and we appreciate the second

         22  thing mostly.

         23                 So with that, I recommend a yes vote

         24  on this.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Council Member

                                                            9

          1  COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS

          2  Felder.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER:  Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Addabbo.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO:  Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Dilan.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN:  Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Recchia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA:  Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Vallone.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE:  Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK:  By a vote of five in

         13  the affirmative, zero in the negative, and no

         14  abstentions, Resolution 228-A is adopted.

         15                 Council members, please sign the

         16  Committee Reports.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER:  We are holding

         18  the vote open for one of our colleagues who just

         19  called, who is stuck and should be here very

         20  shortly.

         21                 The next scheduled meeting will now

         22  take place.

         23                 (Hearing concluded 11:20 a.m.)

         24

         25
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, EMILY GRAVES, do hereby certify

         10  that the foregoing is a true and accurate transcript

         11  of the within proceeding.

         12                 I further certify that I am not

         13  related to any of the parties to this action by

         14  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         15  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         16                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         17  set my hand this 16th day of August 2006.
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