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Council Introduces Nightlife Safety Legislation Package
Also votes on resolution to allow Department of Information and Technology and Telecommunications to solicit bids from telecommunications vendors
City Hall – Speaker Christine C. Quinn and members of the City Council today introduced four pieces of legislation to address safety concerns in and around City clubs. In addition to introducing nightlife safety legislation, the Council is also set to vote on a resolution allowing the Department of Information and Technology and Telecommunications (DoITT) to solicit bids from cable franchises that are interested in providing services to the region. The Council will also vote on a bill to amend and repeal several outdated provisions of the Administrative Code, including street food vending and Laundromat codes.

“This package of nightlife safety legislation is the first in a series of steps we are taking to ensure that nightlife in New York City is safe and secure,” said Council Speaker Quinn. “Moving forward, I’m eager to work with members of nightlife community as well as the Administration and enforcement agencies to make sure that New York City has the safest, most exciting nightlife in the world.”

The legislative measures introduced at today’s stated Council meeting include:

· Requiring ID verification scanners at club entrances. The scanners, able to detect fake ID’s, will prevent underage patrons from gaining entry to nightclubs; 

· Installing security cameras at club entrances and exits. Cameras will help fight crime in and around clubs. If an investigation into a crime is warranted, law enforcement will have greater information to prosecute criminals;
· Strengthening training for cabaret employees. Improved nightclub safety education will instruct employees how to spot underage drinkers, when to stop serving inebriated customers, and what to do in emergency situations in the club and on the streets; 
· Requiring clubs with serious or repeat violations to hire independent monitors. Establishments that commit serious violations such as hiring unlicensed security guards, violating underage drinking laws, or have repeated patterns of violation will be required, at their own expense, to hire safety monitors. Monitors, which will be approved by the NYPD, will work with the Police Department to improve club safety.

“New York nightlife – long considered one of the country's most exciting – should again provide safety and enjoyment, not headlines and scandal,” said Public Safety Committee Chair Peter Vallone Jr. “Speaker Quinn and the City Council want several common sense measures that will make our streets safer without unfairly burdening responsible bar and nightclub owners. A night out in New York need not include the hangover of violence and tragedy.”

“New Yorkers and visitors to our city deserve and require assurance that their ‘night on the town’ will not result in personal tragedy,” Consumer Affairs Committee Chair Leroy Comrie stated. “By mandating verification scanners at club entrances and hiring independent safety monitors to prevent violent incidents, NYC nightclub patrons will be able to enjoy themselves knowing that every attempt will be made to ensure their safety.”

Cable Franchising 

The Council is also set to pass a resolution authorizing the Department of Information and Technology and Telecommunications to solicit cable franchises interested in bringing service to the region. The Council’s approval will allow DoITT to approve bids for additional services from other telecommunications companies. A similar resolution was passed in 1998, but expired in 2003.

Contracted franchises often bundle cable, television, and Internet services at a one price, one package rate. Companies, such as Verizon, have lost telephone customers looking to get all three communication services from one company at one rate. Currently, only two telecommunications companies, Time Warner and Cable Vision, provide exclusive cable, telephone, and Internet service packages. Their contracts expire in approximately 2 years, with the option to renew for an additional ten years. 

“Competition and choice make sense for the City of New York.  I look forward to working hand-in-hand with the industry to better serve our city,” said Land Use Committee Chair Melinda Katz.

Franchise Subcommittee Chair Tony Avella stated, “Passage of this resolution will allow for additional competition in cable services thereby - hopefully - reducing cable rates and improving customer service.  It is clearly a victory for cable consumers.”

Modernizing Administrative Code

Another bill being introduced will revise several outdated sections of the Administrative Code, including:

· Updating antiquated and underutilized licensing procedures;

· Allowing food vendors to display samples of non-perishable merchandise;

· Giving food vendors a complete list of locations at which vending is permissible and the days and times when vending is permissible at each location;

· Repealing the law, which has been invalidated by court decisions, banning Laundromats from operating 24 hours per day and on Sundays;

· Reducing the hours during which Laundromats will be required to have an attendant.
“Ludicrous laws affect shop owners, food vendors and others by creating fines for violations of meaningless sections of the administrative code,” said Small Business Committee Chair David Yassky. “The repeal of these laws will strengthen New York City's commitment to helping vendors and small businesses by eliminating undo hassle and creating a more welcoming work environment.”
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