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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: I would like to call

          3  on David Weprin for an important proclamation for a

          4  visiting dignitary.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you.

          6  We're very honored this month, June represents the

          7  100th anniversary, the centennial of the migration

          8  of Filipines to the United States which occurred on

          9  the shores of Hawaii 100 years ago. And to celebrate

         10  that, I've invited the Consul General of the

         11  Philippines Cecelia Rebon (phonetic). If you could

         12  come forward with your delegation, along with the

         13  Deputy Consul General and the delegation from the

         14  Philippines to proclaim the 100th anniversary of the

         15  Filipino migration to the United States.

         16                 Speaker Quinn.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Will the clerk read

         18  the proclamation?

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         20  of New York, Proclamation.

         21                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         22  New York is pleased and proud to honor the members

         23  of the Filipino community of New York City for the

         24  100th anniversary of the Filipino Migration to New

         25  York; and
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          2                 Whereas: WE are a City of remarkable

          3  diversity and compelling beauty, a City of

          4  immigrants, of various ethnic groups and religions,

          5  a place where people have come from all over the

          6  world to settle, to start new lives for themselves

          7  and their families; and

          8                 Whereas: The city has been

          9  particularly enriched by the Filipino community, who

         10  account for more than 65,000 of its residents and

         11  whose unique and distinctive culture is a jewel in

         12  our City's cultural mosaic; and

         13                 Whereas: New York State is home to

         14  the fourth largest Filipino community in the United

         15  States, the vast majority of whom live throughout

         16  the five boroughs; and

         17                 Whereas: Filipino-Americans have

         18  achieved the American dream, living in New York City

         19  as students, workers, families, and professionals.

         20  They now represent the highest end of the economic

         21  and income distribution spectrum of any migrant

         22  group; and

         23                 Whereas: The Filipino-American

         24  community's contributions have been particularly

         25  evident in the service sector, where one-third of
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          2  the City's nurses are of Filipino descent; now,

          3  therefore

          4                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          5  City of New York most gratefully honors The Filipino

          6  Community on the 100th anniversary of its migration

          7  to the City of New York.

          8                 Signed this 13th day of June in the

          9  year Two Thousand and Six, Christine C. Quinn,

         10  Speaker for the Entire Council; David I. Weprin,

         11  Council Member, 23rd District, Queens.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Consul

         13  General, would you like to make a statement?

         14                 CONSUL GENERAL: Yes. Thank you very

         15  much. We would love to. It is our distinct honor to

         16  thank the Council Speaker Madam Quinn, and the

         17  sponsor, the Councilman Weprin, who arranged all of

         18  this. We would like to thank also the honorable

         19  members of the New York City Council for this honor

         20  just bestowed on the Filipino-American community of

         21  this great City.

         22                 There are over 50,000, the statistics

         23  says 50,000, but we believe there are more than

         24  50,000 Filipino-Americans in New York City, and

         25  contributing their talents, their skills, to the
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          2  development of the City of New York, and this year,

          3  as the Proclamation has said, the Filipino-American

          4  community in the United States are celebrating the

          5  100th year of Filipino immigration to the United

          6  States. And so I say to the members, honorable

          7  members of the City Council of New York, thank you

          8  very much, from the Filipino-American community of

          9  New York City.

         10                 And I am confident that our

         11  countrymen will continue to contribute their best to

         12  the development of this great City of New York.

         13  Thank you very much.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you.

         15                 CONSUL GENERAL: Thank you. Thank you

         16  very much for this.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: All right, we're going

         18  to call up Council Member Dr. Kendall Stewart. And

         19  Lew Fidler, too, I think is part of this one.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: President

         21  Kimmich, Ms. Leon.

         22                 Brothers and sisters, today we have

         23  someone who believes that if you believe in love,

         24  you must believe in music, because music is the food

         25  of love, and that's Ms. Tania Leon.
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          2                 Today we honor her. She is from my

          3  district. She is from Brooklyn College. With her is

          4  the President of Brooklyn College, President

          5  Kimmich.

          6                 First I will ask the Speaker to say a

          7  few words.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Well, I just want to

          9  thank Council Member Stewart and Council Member

         10  Fidler for having this proclamation today, and I

         11  want to thank you for taking time out of your busy

         12  and musical schedule to join with us today, and your

         13  presence is obviously a tremendous honor to all of

         14  us, and you know in the Council we have tried very

         15  hard over the past few years and will continue to

         16  raise the importance of music and arts education in

         17  our public schools as a critical part of overall

         18  public education, and certainly your life's work and

         19  success I think are a great example of that we are

         20  on the right track and should keep pushing our

         21  schools to go back to having more arts and music

         22  education.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: May I have

         24  Lew Fidler? All right, maybe I'll have President

         25  Kimmich, who knows her very well, say a few words.
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          2                 .

          3                 Maybe we can have the proclamation

          4  read first, right?

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Perfect.

          6                 Council, City of New York,

          7  Proclamation.

          8                 The Council of the City of New York

          9  is pleased and proud to honor Tania Leon, as she is

         10  appointed distinguished professor by the City

         11  University Board of Trustees; and

         12                 Whereas: Born in Cuba, Tania Leon

         13  attended New York University, where she earned both

         14  her undergraduate and graduate degrees; and

         15                 Whereas: An internationally renowned

         16  composer, conductor and music director of

         17  contemporary music, her work is available on

         18  Nonesuch, Teldec, CRI, Albany, Quindecim, Newport

         19  Classic, Leonarda, Node and first Edition Records.

         20  She has been a guest conductor for orchestras

         21  throughout the world, including the Madrid Symphony,

         22  Gewandhaus Orchester, Santa Cecilia Orchestra,

         23  Marseille Symphony, the National Symphony Orchestra

         24  of South Africa, the Netherlands Wind Ensemble and

         25  the New York Philharmonic; and
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          2                 Whereas: Ms. Leon was a founding

          3  member and the first music director of the Dance

          4  Theatre of Harlem and established its music

          5  department, music school and orchestra. She also

          6  instituted the Brooklyn Philharmonic Community

          7  Concert Series, co-founded the American Composers

          8  Orchestra Sonidos de las Americas Festivals and,

          9  from 1993 to 1997, served as new music adviser to

         10  Kurt Masur and the New York Philharmonic; and

         11                 Whereas: A member of the Brooklyn

         12  College faculty since in 1985, Ms. Leon has also

         13  been a visiting lecturer at Harvard University, Yale

         14  University and the Musikschule in Hamburg, and holds

         15  honorary doctorates from Colgate University and

         16  Oberlin College; and

         17                 Whereas: Well-known for her music

         18  skills, Ms. Leon is the recipient of the 2005

         19  American Society of Composers, Authors and

         20  Publishers Award and has also received numerous

         21  awards from Chamber Music America, Cintas, Meet the

         22  Composer and Women of Hope. She is also the

         23  recipient of grants from the National Endowment for

         24  the Arts, the Copland Fund, the Rockefeller

         25  Foundation Lila Wallace/Reader's Digest Fund and the
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          2  American Academy of Arts and Letters; and

          3                 Whereas: Today, we honor Tania Leon,

          4  an individual who has distinguished herself in the

          5  field of music and music education; she has enriched

          6  us with her presence and talents and is truly a

          7  great friend of the City; now, therefore

          8                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          9  City of New York most gratefully honors Tania Leon

         10  for her outstanding contributions to music.

         11                 Signed this 13th day of June in the

         12  year Two Thousand and Six, Christine Quinn, Speaker

         13  for the Entire Council; Council Member Kendall

         14  Stewart, 45th District, Council Member Lewis Fidler,

         15  Assistant Deputy Majority Leader, 46th District,

         16  Brooklyn.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Before we ask

         18  Ms. Leon, I would like Council Member Fidler and the

         19  President to say a few words.

         20                 PRESIDENT KIMMICH: Thank you very

         21  much. Tania Leon is an extraordinary presence on the

         22  faculty that boasts many talents and many

         23  reputations. The City University quite deservedly

         24  has honored her by naming her a distinguished

         25  professor at the City University of New York based
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          2  at Brooklyn College, and has done so for her

          3  accomplishments.

          4                 Her accomplishments truly are

          5  impressive. Her awards, her conductorships here and

          6  abroad, one of the founders and first musical

          7  director of the Harlem Dance theater, an advisor to

          8  New York Philharmonic, we are enormously proud of

          9  her.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Tania Leon is

         11  just another one of the great reasons for the most

         12  talented students of the City of New York to go to

         13  Brooklyn College, and you know, we're very, very

         14  proud of her and her accomplishments, and it is

         15  certainly appropriate that we honor her here.

         16                 The entire City of New York, I just

         17  was wondering why you're an advisor to the New York

         18  Philharmonic and not the Brooklyn Philharmonic.

         19  That's the only thing I had a question on.

         20                 MS. LEON: I would like to give you

         21  some information about my work with the Brooklyn

         22  Harmonic. Yes. For almost a dozen years I was

         23  actually presiding the community concert series that

         24  took the orchestra out of the premises, all the

         25  boroughs of New York. And in that amount of time, we
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          2  actually served the City by providing them with

          3  1,000 concerts of contemporary music.

          4                 But I want to take this opportunity

          5  to thank you all for the honor that you are

          6  bestowing upon me, and also to talk about the arts,

          7  the arts belong to the people and we are giving to

          8  them at the conservatory in Brooklyn, we give our

          9  hearts, we give our talent, whatever we can do to

         10  contribute and encourage to the dreams of our

         11  students. We have many, many students that

         12  now-a-days are in the rosters of universities as

         13  professors, students that are actually part of the

         14  performing body of talent artists throughout the

         15  world, and this is something that it's going to be

         16  even expanded once we have a new building for the

         17  performing arts that we are actually hoping to get

         18  together in about one or two more years.

         19                 So, thank you, again. And thank you.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you all very

         21  much.

         22                 And our final ceremonial,

         23  proclamation of the day, stays in the Borough of

         24  Brooklyn, and I will give the mike over to Council

         25  Member Lew Fidler.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: And if I could

          3  have Ryan Merola join us here.

          4                 Continuing in the Brooklyn College

          5  theme, Ryan Merola is a junior at Brooklyn College,

          6  and what does that distinguish him from the other

          7  great students at Brooklyn College? Because he is

          8  one of 75 national award recipients for a Truman

          9  Scholarship, one of only two in the entire State of

         10  New York, and of course he has the good taste and

         11  sense to live in my Council district.

         12                 So, Ryan is a double major. I think

         13  those of my colleagues that are here should be aware

         14  it's political science and philosophy and maybe we

         15  should be combining those majors a little bit more

         16  around here.

         17                 The Truman Scholarship is given to

         18  young people who show leadership ability, and with

         19  an eye towards helping them towards graduate work in

         20  government and I guess politics.

         21                 I met Ryan, I guess it was about a

         22  year and a half ago, and I can tell you that it is

         23  no surprise to me that he is a Truman Scholarship

         24  winner. It is certainly another indication that

         25  Brooklyn College, last year we had a Rhodes Scholar
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          2  here from Brooklyn College, like great things

          3  continue to happen at Brooklyn College, and I'm

          4  going to ask President Kimmich to say a few words,

          5  before we get to the Proclamation and ask if any of

          6  our colleagues have any comments and then we'll have

          7  Ryan.

          8                 PRESIDENT KIMMICH: Ryan Merola is a

          9  third generation Brooklyn College student. He is

         10  versatile, he is active, both at the college level

         11  and with the University. In fact, he's a real star.

         12                 As Councilman Fidler just said, he is

         13  one of 75 in the country to have been awarded a

         14  Truman Scholarship this year, and Truman

         15  Scholarships, as the name indicates, are for

         16  students who are committed to public service, and

         17  Ryan has that commitment in spades. He has served as

         18  an intern in the office of various elected

         19  officials, he has been a member of student

         20  government, but also a student of government, and he

         21  is active in various volunteer activities across

         22  Brooklyn. So, for those who want to know Ryan, get

         23  to know him now, because there is no stopping this

         24  man. He will go far. He will leave his mark. And he

         25  is a tribute really, not only to his parents and his
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          2  upbringing but also to the opportunities and the

          3  education that Brooklyn College offers.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Speaker Quinn.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And I just

          6  want to echo a little bit of what everyone has said,

          7  but particularly what the President just said, you

          8  know, sometimes you hear people who question whether

          9  the CUNY system and its various colleges are, you

         10  know, what they once were so-to-speak. And I think

         11  in addition to all of the good things everyone said

         12  about Ryan, and all of the praise that this brings

         13  to you and your family, this brings tremendous

         14  recognition of how great CUNY is right now, today,

         15  in 2006, and how particularly terrific Brooklyn

         16  College is within the whole system. So, as leaders

         17  of the City of New York who try to write for CUNY

         18  and its students, we also want to thank you for the

         19  attention and the positive recognition your success

         20  brings to all of CUNY.

         21                 So, best of luck in all of the things

         22  you do in your years ahead. And if the clerk could

         23  please read the proclamation.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         25  York, Proclamation.
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          2                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          3  New York is pleased and proud to honor Ryan Merola

          4  as he is awarded the prestigious Truman Scholarship;

          5  and

          6                 Whereas: It is the tradition and

          7  custom of the New York City Council to honor the

          8  accomplishments of its finest citizens and today we

          9  are pleased to recognize Ryan Merola for his

         10  outstanding achievements; and

         11                 Whereas: A native of Marine Park,

         12  Brooklyn and a graduate of Xaverian High School, Mr.

         13  Merola is a third generation of his family to attend

         14  Brooklyn College, following in the footsteps of his

         15  grandmother, parents and several aunts and uncles;

         16  and

         17                 Whereas: An exceptional student with

         18  a strong interest in public service, Mr. Merola has

         19  interned for Senator Charles Schumer and Congressman

         20  Edolphus Town and is active in the Independent

         21  Neighborhood Democrats of Brooklyn. He has also

         22  worked at the Center for the Study of Brooklyn and

         23  the New York Public Interest Research Group, and

         24  serves as a member of the Brooklyn College's student

         25  government and its representative to the CUNY-wide
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          2  Student Senate; and

          3                 Whereas: This year, Mr. Merola will

          4  be one of seventy-five students in the United

          5  States, and one of only two in New York, to receive

          6  the Truman Scholarship. The award, which awards up

          7  to $30,000 to students pursuing graduate degrees in

          8  public service, recognizes outstanding college

          9  juniors with strong academic records and exceptional

         10  leadership potential; and

         11                 Whereas: Today, we honor Ryan Merola,

         12  an individual who has distinguished himself in

         13  service to the community; he has enriched us with

         14  his presence and achievements and is truly a great

         15  friend of the community; now, therefore

         16                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         17  City of New York honors RYAN MEROLA and

         18  congratulates him on being awarded the Truman

         19  Scholarship.

         20                 Christine C. Quinn, Speaker for the

         21  Entire Council; Lewis A. Fidler, Assistant Deputy

         22  Majority Leader, Council Member, 46th District.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: I just want to say,

         24  Professor Gary Altman, as not everyone knows him

         25  that way, just told me that Ryan actually has an
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          2  extra smart credential on his smart list, which is

          3  that he schlepped from Brooklyn College to Baruch to

          4  take Speaker Professor Peter Vallone's class in

          5  government. So, that's another reason we should all

          6  be applauding you today, and I want to give you the

          7  mike.

          8                 MR. MEROLA: Oh, thank you very much,

          9  Speaker Quinn.

         10                 Thank you very much, Council Member

         11  Fidler, President Kimmich, Chair Weprin, Council

         12  Member Stewart, Council Member and Professor Felder.

         13  This is only what I would like to say --

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: The Speaker

         15  didn't mention that.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: No.

         17                 MR. MEROLA: What I would really like

         18  to say in just the few moments I have is that this

         19  is a testament to Brooklyn College and CUNY. This is

         20  a testament to the fact that the Vallone Scholarship

         21  and community college funding and different

         22  initiatives like the CUNY Black Male Initiative have

         23  been funded time and time again by the City Council.

         24  And personally, I could not have done this without

         25  the freedom the Vallone Scholarship gave me. So, I
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          2  would like to say an extra thank you to that. To

          3  keep funding it, please, if you wouldn't mind, we

          4  appreciate your support and to continue supporting

          5  the community colleges, and the different

          6  initiatives and the centers of study that you do

          7  right now for CUNY, this could only get better. And

          8  President Kimmich with Brooklyn College gave me the

          9  door to everything. Thank you very much, President

         10  Kimmich.

         11                 And I will just add a last note to

         12  Mr. Gary Altman, who is a professor as well at

         13  Baruch College, taught a great class, and it has

         14  been a privilege to continue my research with his

         15  assistance into City government and whatnot.

         16                 But, again, thank you. And continue

         17  supporting CUNY like you've been doing. It is a

         18  pleasure, it is a treat, and it can only get better.

         19  Thank you.

         20                 Thank you very much.

         21                 ASSISTANT MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE:

         22  Quiet, please. Called to order.

         23                 We will start with the Pledge of

         24  Allegiance.

         25                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)
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          2                 ASSISTANT MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: Now

          3  we'll have the Invocation delivered by Father James

          4  Hayes. Oh, sorry. Roll call.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dickens.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Garodnick.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mark-Viverito.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mealy.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mendez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

                                                            24

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vacca.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: White.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Quinn.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: We have a quorum,

         14  sir.

         15                 ASSISTANT MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE: Can

         16  we now stand for the Invocation being delivered

         17  today by Father James P. Hayes, St. Andrews Roman

         18  Catholic Church.

         19                 Quiet, please.

         20                 FATHER HAYES: God, our creator.

         21                 Throughout time and history you have

         22  chosen "Stewards," "Guardians" of the public trust,

         23  and "Leaders" of this great City.

         24                 We gather here in this City Council

         25  Chamber as Stewards of this City and Guardians of
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          2  the trust, those dedicated to public service, we

          3  stop and pay attention again to our common vocation.

          4                 We stand as members of this great

          5  City Council, we come this day on the eve of varied

          6  summer vacations, graduations and many family

          7  celebrations.

          8                 We gather this day in this most

          9  historic Chamber.

         10                 As members of the City Council, we

         11  seek guidance, courage and wisdom. We stand in the

         12  spirit of unity.

         13                 As members of this City Council, we

         14  come to discuss and vote on proposals, issues and

         15  concerns that will enhance the quality of life for

         16  all.

         17                 Inspire these members gathered here

         18  this day to administer their office in

         19  righteousness. Let them encourage due respect for

         20  all life and diversity, and as they administer their

         21  office, allow a spirit of right judgment to speak to

         22  their heart.

         23                 We stand in the Spirit of Gratitude.

         24  As members of this City Council, we are conscious of

         25  all the gifts and talents bestowed upon every one
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          2  gathered here this day. Let this gratitude also be

          3  tempered by a spirit of compassion, so that we as

          4  the stewards and guardians of the City may reach out

          5  to all in need.

          6                 Assist those leaders with counsel,

          7  inner fortitude, and a healing spirit. Guide these

          8  men and women as they strive to foster political and

          9  civic reform.

         10                 May they find that inner strength and

         11  wisdom to discharge their office with honesty and

         12  ability.

         13                 We stand in the spirit of courage. As

         14  the stewards and guardians of this city vote and

         15  discern, we ask for guidance in all of our

         16  deliberations.

         17                 Let all of our legislation become the

         18  foundation of order, rule and good government.

         19                 May that same spirit of courage guide

         20  our discussions, mindful always that justice and

         21  peace act as our inner guide.

         22                 As members of this City Council, we

         23  stand with our heads bowed and hearts open.

         24                 Give us strength. Guide us by inner

         25  wisdom, and let the spirits of unity, gratitude, and
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          2  courage be with us this day. Let us all respond in

          3  one voice and speak as the guardians, the leaders

          4  and the stewards of this great city by saying amen.

          5                 ASSISTANT MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE:

          6  Council Member Gonzalez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Motion to

          8  spread the invocation in full upon the record.

          9                 ASSISTANT MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE:

         10  Members, I will ask you to please rise for a moment

         11  of silence to be conducted by Speaker Quinn.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you very much.

         13                 If I could ask the colleagues to

         14  please rise for a moment of silence. Sadly, between

         15  the time of our last Stated Meeting and this, we

         16  have lost another New Yorker in the war in Iraq.

         17  Army Sergeant Jose M. Velez, who was 35, of the

         18  Bronx, died of injuries sustained in Kercook

         19  (phonetic) on June 9th when an explosive device

         20  detonated near his Humm V. He was assigned to the

         21  773rd transportation company, which had been based

         22  at Fort Totten, in Queens.

         23                 He leaves behind a son who is 11 and

         24  daughter who is seven. He lived in the Andrew

         25  Jackson Houses in the Melrose Section of the Bronx
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          2  in Council Member Arroyo's district.

          3                 (Moment of Silence observed.)

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

          5                 ASSISTANT MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE:

          6  Council Member Mendez, can you do the motion to

          7  spread the minutes? And then you have a statement,

          8  an announcement for the members?

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you,

         10  Assistant Majority Leader Comrie.

         11                 I make a motion to spread the

         12  minutes. Is that it? In full, on the record. And I

         13  would like to take this opportunity to introduce

         14  Brianna Lasavo from PS 188, Council Member for the

         15  day for District 2.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And

         17  welcome.

         18                 ASSISTANT MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE:

         19  Thank you. Welcome, Brianna.

         20                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         21                 Preconsidered M 196.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: State and Federal

         23  Legislation.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 197.

         25  Vehicle and traffic law.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: State and Federal

          3  Legislation.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 198.

          5  Public sale of taxicab licenses.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: State and Federal Leg.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 199.

          8  Retirement and Social Security Law. Public

          9  Retirement System.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: State and Federal

         11  Legislation.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 200. Approval of a

         13  maritime lease.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Land Use.

         15                 ASSISTANT MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE:

         16  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 201.

         18  Prepayment of Real Estate tax.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finance.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 202.

         21  Nonpayment of taxes on real estate.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finance.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 203, 2003-2009

         24  five-year capital plan.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Finance.
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          2                 ASSISTANT MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE:

          3  Petitions and Communications.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          5                 ASSISTANT MAJORITY LEADER COMRIE:

          6  Land Use Call-Ups.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 204.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on Call-Up

          9  vote.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 205.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on Call-Up

         12  vote and if we could now have a roll call on the

         13  Land Use Call-Ups.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

                                                            35

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I'd like to

         22  vote yes on all Land Use Call-Ups.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye on

          3  all Land Use Call-Ups as well.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land

          7  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 43 in the

          8  affirmative and zero in the negative.

          9                 Communication from the Speaker.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

         11                 I want to note a couple of important

         12  pieces of legislation that we're voting on today. In

         13  addition, I want to thank the Chair of our State and

         14  Federal Legislation Committee, Maria Baez, for all

         15  of her work that has happened and that will happen

         16  over the next couple of weeks relating to State

         17  legislation and home rules and the City's budget. I

         18  want to thank her for her hard work for all of

         19  those.

         20                 Today we're also voting on a couple

         21  of very important matters. The first one, two items

         22  that come out of our Rules, Privileges and Elections

         23  Committee. Again, it seems like at every meeting

         24  almost we thank Chairperson Reyna for her hard work.

         25  I again want to do that. We're voting on two
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          2  important rules changes today, the first of which

          3  will by rule require that the New York City Council

          4  has an anti-harassment policy on our books.

          5                 In addition to saying this as a rule

          6  of the institution which I believe sends a strong

          7  message about zero tolerance of any type of

          8  harassment whatsoever, the rule and the policy which

          9  will be re-released later this afternoon, makes some

         10  important changes.

         11                 It makes it a requirement that any

         12  Council Member or manager within this Institution,

         13  who receives a report of a complaint of harassment,

         14  it is no longer up to one's discretion whether or

         15  not that has to be reported. It is now an obligation

         16  under the rules of the City Council that you report

         17  any complaint of harassment that you receive. In

         18  addition, it makes it a requirement for people who

         19  have been victims of harassment to also file those

         20  complaints.

         21                 Coupled with this codifying and

         22  tightening are harassment policies. We're also

         23  voting on a Rules change today which will set in the

         24  Council's rules a code of behavior, code of conduct,

         25  if you will, for Council members and Council staff.
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          2                 Sometimes one hears reference to

          3  conduct unbecoming an elected official, or conduct

          4  unbecoming a staff member of a legislative body, but

          5  what exactly does that mean? This code that we're

          6  voting on today and making part of our rules makes

          7  it very clear what that means and what a violation

          8  of that would be, and also makes very clear the

          9  power this body has to reprimand someone who has

         10  violated that rule ranging from reprimand up until

         11  expulsion from this body.

         12                 And I think together we'll make the

         13  possibility of harassment existing or occurring in

         14  this Council far less likely by having the clearest

         15  and strongest ethical infrastructure we possibly can

         16  for our own institution.

         17                 I want to also thank the Rules Reform

         18  working group, which has been chaired by Council

         19  Member Dan Garodnick and Council Member David Yassky

         20  for their work on this issue, and I want to again

         21  remind all of us that the rules reform working

         22  groups work will continue and we will periodically

         23  come up with ideas for additional changes to the

         24  Council rules to make them even stronger.

         25                 I want to say we're voting today on
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          2  Intro. 15-A, a very important piece of legislation,

          3  which will assist the Council, the public and the

          4  advocacy community in doing a better job responding

          5  to and preventing child abuse in our City and

          6  strengthen through increase reporting our oversight

          7  ability at the Administration for Children's

          8  Services.

          9                 To talk more about the bill I want to

         10  call on the Chair of our General Welfare Committee,

         11  Bill DeBlasio, someone who has done tremendous,

         12  tremendous work on this issue for quite some time,

         13  but in particular in response to the Nixzmary Brown

         14  tragedy has really led this Council in a strong and

         15  effective way in making sure that we do everything

         16  in our power to prevent children in this City from

         17  being harmed.

         18                 Chairperson DeBlasio.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you

         20  very much, Madam Speaker.

         21                 I first want to thank you. The level

         22  of support for all of us in the General Welfare

         23  Committee and everyone in this Council who have been

         24  working on these issues, you've provided tremendous

         25  support, and I want to thank you; that from the very
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          2  beginning of this crisis in January, you have been

          3  focused, you showed it in your budget response, you

          4  showed it in the way you supported the expedited,

          5  expedition of this legislation, and of the hearings

          6  we've had, and I thank you deeply for that.

          7                 I also want to thank your staff, in

          8  particular Rob Newman. I want to thank everyone from

          9  the General Welfare Committee, in particular our

         10  counsel, Jackie Sherman, for the work they did on

         11  this bill. And I do want to thank the

         12  Administration, Mary Bloomberg, Linda Gibbs, John

         13  Mattingly, everyone who has been associated in these

         14  discussions for helping to ultimately come to an

         15  agreement and move the legislation forward.

         16                 We all know we need more

         17  accountability, and I think to be fair and give

         18  credit to the Administration where it's due, the

         19  Administration has focused on a lot of important new

         20  resources for child welfare, and the new ChildStat

         21  system to provide accountability within ACS. But,

         22  you know, we need something else. We need public

         23  accountability, too. And we haven't had it up to

         24  now.

         25                 I think had we had the kind of system
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          2  being put in place today by this legislation, if we

          3  had had this a year ago, we might have been able to

          4  see the problems that existed in the Brooklyn Office

          5  of ACS, we might have been able to see the way some

          6  caseworkers were ending up with very large

          7  caseloads, over 20 families, that they were supposed

          8  to juggle simultaneously. Families in tremendous

          9  danger. We might have seen that there were

         10  managerial problems that simply weren't being

         11  addressed. We needed this level of transparency.

         12  Under Intro. 15-A, now ACS will report quarterly to

         13  this Council extremely detailed information on

         14  levels of caseworker, caseloads on levels of

         15  management that are being provided, and support that

         16  are being provided. We'll get a sense of what's

         17  working and what's not working and where there are

         18  gaps we will be in a position to address them, and

         19  the public will be in a position to understand where

         20  we need to focus our energies. And to say if

         21  something is just not working, it's time for a

         22  change.

         23                 So this is exactly the kind of

         24  accountability and transparency that this City

         25  Council has often successfully insisted upon, and I
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          2  think it's going to make a big difference for the

          3  children of our City. And I thank you again, Madam

          4  Speaker.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

          6                 I also want to underscore what the

          7  Chair said about the great work of the staff. In

          8  particular, Jackie Sherman, on the Committee who has

          9  done, there's a long list of people who have been

         10  helped by the City of New York by the legislation

         11  that Jackie has written. So, this is yet another

         12  example of that work. And also, I want to add my

         13  voice to the bill, thanking Rob Newman for his work

         14  on this bill.

         15                 I want to also thank our General

         16  Counsel Liz Fine and our Deputy General Counsel Jim

         17  Caras for their work on the rules that I mentioned

         18  before.

         19                 We're also voting today on the Health

         20  Care Trust Fund legislation. Everyone remembers that

         21  in the Mayor's Preliminary Budget he proposed the

         22  idea of creating a Health Care Trust Fund. We in the

         23  Council thought that was a good idea and in fact

         24  moved a billion dollars into the Health Trust Fund.

         25                 What we're doing today is creating,
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          2  through passing this legislation, actually

          3  legislatively formally creating the Health Care

          4  Trust Fund. We're taking a good idea and making it

          5  even better.

          6                 And there are a number of important

          7  reasons you want to do that. This is a good and bold

          8  idea, an idea that sets aside funds that deal with

          9  future costs, we in the City know we will absolutely

         10  bear and have to take care of. But it's not

         11  insignificant amounts of money we are setting aside,

         12  so how that money is set aside, how it is dealt with

         13  should be very clearly specified through legislation

         14  which is passed by the people's house.

         15                 In addition, our bill today is adding

         16  greater accountability to the Health Care Trust Fund

         17  by making it a fund and a program that will be

         18  audited by the City Comptroller.

         19                 We're also adding important

         20  transparency to the process, because the Health Care

         21  Trust Fund, as a result of our work and discussions

         22  around the legislation will be held in a second unit

         23  of appropriation. So the Council, New Yorkers,

         24  anyone else who is interested in the state of the

         25  Health Care Trust Fund will be able to find it since
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          2  it will be set aside in its own unit of

          3  appropriation, which is a continuation, obviously of

          4  the importance the Council has raised about how

          5  specifically the budget is written.

          6                 I want to call on the Chair of our

          7  Finance Committee David Weprin to also comment on

          8  this bill and thank him for his assistance.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

         10  Madam Speaker.

         11                 This legislation passed unanimously

         12  earlier today in the Finance Committee. The Mayor in

         13  his Fiscal 2007 Preliminary budget proposed the

         14  establishment of this retiree health benefit trust

         15  fund for the exclusive purpose of funding the health

         16  and welfare benefits of retired City employees and

         17  their dependents.

         18                 The rationale behind the creation of

         19  the trust is to give the City the ability to place

         20  certain surplus and potentially non-recurring funds

         21  in trust for the purpose of irrevocably funding

         22  certain of the City's retiree health and welfare

         23  benefit obligations.

         24                 In March of this year, as the Speaker

         25  indicated, we approved the budget modification
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          2  appropriating $1 billion for such a trust fund. This

          3  is actually the enacting legislation. And as the

          4  Speaker pointed out, we're making good legislation

          5  better by the transparency, and in addition to the

          6  unit of appropriation, we're also providing for the

          7  Comptroller to have audit powers over this trust

          8  fund.

          9                 So, I really believe that as the

         10  Speaker indicated, we've made a good piece of

         11  legislation better.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: A couple of final

         14  things. I want to thank, in addition to the Chair,

         15  Rob Newman, Jim Caras, Mike Keogh, Anne Brown and

         16  Liz Fine for their work on this legislation and

         17  negotiations on the matter with the Mayor's Office.

         18                 I also want to note, we discussed

         19  this in the Democratic Caucus recently, but that

         20  today is the final Stated Meeting for Deputy Chief

         21  of Staff Kevin Mordale, somebody who has worked in

         22  the City Council for quite some time. I'm not sure

         23  where Kevin is, he was here a second ago. But I want

         24  to thank Kevin for his service to us over the past

         25  five and a half months. Oh, here he is.
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          2                 And I want to thank Kevin for all of

          3  his great work in so many different capacities at

          4  the City Council to say, and also to wish him the

          5  best of luck. He's moving onto a really -- not that

          6  anything could be more exciting than working here,

          7  but an exciting new opportunity with being a Vice

          8  President of Bill Lynch Associates, so we know he

          9  will still be part of our larger political lives.

         10  But all of us over the past five months, much of the

         11  success we've accomplished and the smoothest in our

         12  transition has been in no small part due to Kevin's

         13  help. So, let's give him another big round of

         14  applause.

         15                 And just lastly I want to say that

         16  today's Stated Meeting, as well as the Finance and

         17  State and Federal Legislation Committee will stand

         18  in recess, they will not adjourn, because we're in

         19  the budget adoption process.

         20                 So, don't head out of town. Don't go

         21  to Europe. Don't go anywhere we can't get you back

         22  here quickly, or you can rest assured somebody will

         23  take the money you were looking for in the budget.

         24                 So, that said, Communications from

         25  the Speaker are over.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Good-bye,

          3  Kevin.

          4                 Discussion of General Orders.

          5                 Council Member Gennaro.

          6                 You want General at the end? You

          7  don't want anything? How convenient.

          8                 Okay, Report of Special Committees.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         11  Standing Committees.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         13  Committee on Environmental Protection.

         14                 Intro. 208-A. Certain fuel and

         15  technology exemptions.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         17  general orders.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         19  Committee on Finance.

         20                 Preconsidered Intro. 367. Retiree

         21  Health Benefits.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         23  Orders.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 201.

         25  Prepayment of real estate taxes for Fiscal Year
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          2  2007.

          3                 Preconsidered Reso 370. Discount rate

          4  for the prepayment of Real Estate Taxes.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          6  Order.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 202.

          8  Interest rate to be charged for non-payment of taxes

          9  on real estate.

         10                 Preconsidered Reso 371. Interest rate

         11  per annum for non-payment of taxes. Preconsidered

         12  Reso 372. Interest rate per annum non-payment of

         13  taxes. Preconsidered Reso 373. Interest rate to be

         14  charged for non-payment of water rents and sewer

         15  rents.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: And in deference to

         17  Simcha's suggestion that we sum it all up, coupled

         18  on General Orders. One time there, not three.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         20  Committee on General Welfare.

         21                 Intro. 15-A. Regular reports

         22  regarding Child Protective Services.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         24  General Orders.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the
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          2  Committee on Land Use.

          3                 Preconsidered Reso 362. Respecting

          4  City Council resolutions.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Which we are always

          6  for. Coupled on General Orders.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 49 and Reso 374.

          8  UDAAP, Brooklyn.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         10  Order.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 109 and Reso 375.

         12  UDAAP, Brooklyn.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         14  Orders.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 110 and Reso 376.

         16  UDAAP, Brooklyn.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         18  Orders.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 123 and Reso 377.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled -- oh, I'm

         21  sorry.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Landmarks Preservation

         23  Commissioner designation, Staten Island.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         25  Orders. And thank goodness we're doing something for
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          2  Staten Island yet again on the City Council.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 133 and Reso 378.

          4  UDAAP, Manhattan.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          6  Orders.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 155 and Reso 379.

          8  ULURP, Bronx.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         10  Orders.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 156, and Reso 380.

         12  Unenclosed sidewalk cafe, Brooklyn.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         14  Orders.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 157 and Reso 381.

         16  ULURP. Brooklyn.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         18  Orders.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 161 and Reso 382.

         20  ULURP, Brooklyn.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         22  Orders.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 162 and Reso 383.

         24  ULURP, Brooklyn.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General
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          2  Orders.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 169 and Reso 384.

          4  Zoning resolution amendment.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          6  Orders.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 170 and Reso 385.

          8  ULURP, Manhattan.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         10  Orders.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 171 and Reso 386.

         12  Zoning resolution amendment, Brooklyn.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         14  Orders.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 173 and Reso 387.

         16  UDAAP, Manhattan.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         18  Orders.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 174

         20  and Reso 388. In rem action, Brooklyn.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         22  Orders.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 175

         24  and Reso 389. In rem action, Brooklyn.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General
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          2  Orders.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 176

          4  and Reso 390. In rem action, Staten Island.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          6  Orders.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 177

          8  and Reso 381. UDAAP, Manhattan.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         10  Orders. And there were two Staten Island items

         11  there.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         13  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         14                 Preconsidered Reso 392. Rules of the

         15  Council.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         17  Orders.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         19  Committee on State and Federal Legislation.

         20                 SLR 3. In rem tax foreclosure,

         21  Brooklyn.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         23  Orders.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: SLR 23. Impairments of

         25  health.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          3  Orders.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: SLR 43. Suspension of

          5  employees.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          7  Orders.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: SLR 56. Open Driveway

          9  Act.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         11  Orders.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: SLR 71. Terminal

         13  leave.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         15  Orders.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: SLR 76. Certain

         17  disabilities. Uniformed force, Sanitation

         18  Departments.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         20  Orders.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: SLR 78. Accidental

         22  disability.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         24  Orders.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: SLR 85. Retired New
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          2  York City personnel.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          4  Orders.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: SLR 92. Suspension of

          6  certain employees.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          8  Orders.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: SLR 100. Application

         10  for a final medical review.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         12  Orders.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: SLR 101. Pensions of

         14  Registered Nurse and midwife.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         16  Orders.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: SLR 105. Disabilities

         18  caused by stroke.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         20  Orders.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered SLR 113.

         22  In rem tax foreclosure, Manhattan.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         24  Orders.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 130. Traffic control
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          2  signal photo systems.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          4  Orders.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 131. Calculating

          6  contributions. Retirement system.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          8  Orders.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 132. Discontinue

         10  certain land as park land.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         12  Orders.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 133. Payment of

         14  taxes to the City of New York.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         16  Orders.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 196.

         18  Chief of Department of the Fire Department.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         20  Orders.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 197.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         23  Orders.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 198.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General
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          2  Orders.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered M 199.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          5  Orders.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

          7  Order Calendar.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

          9  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         11  Orders.

         12                 And at this point I ask for a roll

         13  call on all items that are coupled on the General

         14  Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye. Aye on

          7  all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye. And

         12  permission to vote on Land Use items?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Call-Ups.

         15  Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Madam Public

         22  Advocate, may I be briefly excused to explain my

         23  vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I just wanted

                                                            58

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  to thank Maria Baez, Chair of our State and Federal

          3  Legislation Committee.

          4                 Amongst the SLRs that's coming out

          5  today is SLR 56, which gives the City jurisdiction

          6  over common driveways. And when that unneighborly

          7  thing happens when somebody parks their car in your

          8  easement, and up to now the only answer government

          9  had was go out, hire a lawyer and sue them in

         10  Supreme Court. All too often these disputes get

         11  generated into some very ugly and sometimes violent

         12  confrontations between neighbors. And the fact that

         13  we didn't have an alternative, short of take them to

         14  court, made absolutely no sense and contributed to

         15  that.

         16                 I know they're waiting for this SLR

         17  up in Albany, so they can pass this legislation and

         18  give us that jurisdiction, and I'm very, very

         19  grateful to both the Speaker and to Chairwoman Baez

         20  for permitting this SLR and helping it move forward.

         21  And I vote aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I vote aye
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          2  on all, with the exception of SLR 101 and SLR 78 on

          3  which I abstain.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all

         12  coupled orders, and with the permission of my

         13  colleagues, I'd like to vote aye on all Land Use

         14  matters.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes on

         19  all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: I vote no on

          8  SLR 78 and 101 and aye on the rest.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye on

         17  all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

          4  all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I abstain on

         15  Intro. 381, and Reso 360; aye on the rest.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: I vote aye on

         24  all, and I ask unanimous consent to vote on all Land

         25  Use Call-Ups.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I abstain on

          5  SLRs 23, 78, 101, 105; and aye on the rest.

          6                 You didn't get it? 23, 78, 101, 105.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Request

         13  permission to vote on all Land Use Call-Ups.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: I vote aye on

         16  all Land Use Call-Ups and aye on all coupled General

         17  Orders.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Madam Public

         20  Advocate, I, too, would seek permission to vote on

         21  the Land Use Call-Ups.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: I vote aye on

         24  the Call-Ups and aye on the General Order items.

         25  Thank you.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Yes, I

          6  request unanimous consent to vote on all Land Use

          7  Call-Ups, and I vote aye.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes, Madam

         11  Speaker, I would like to vote aye on all Land Use

         12  Call-Ups, and all coupled General Orders. Land Use

         13  Call-Ups.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Having lost my

         18  bid to be the funniest Council member, I'm going to

         19  try to be the Council Member with the most no votes.

         20                 So, with that in mind, I vote no on

         21  SLRs 23, 78, 101 and 105; and yes on all others.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Madam Public

         24  Advocate, if I could be excused to explain my vote?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

          3  much. I just want to commend the hard work of our

          4  Speaker Christine Quinn, of course, Chair of the

          5  Rules Committee Diana Reyna, on making sure that we

          6  have some teeth within our harassment protocols down

          7  here at City Hall.

          8                 Being the former Acting Chair of the

          9  Standards and Ethics Committee and being before my

         10  colleagues, Council Member Reyna was one of them, I

         11  think we saw over the course of nine months the

         12  necessity to make City Hall a very serious place.

         13  So, with that being said, I want to commend them on

         14  their hard work on making sure we're a responsible

         15  body, and I look forward to putting this past us,

         16  and rest assured that, you know, we will not have

         17  any more members go before the Standards and Ethics

         18  Committee knock on wood.

         19                 In terms of the other pieces of

         20  legislation, I just want to say that they're all

         21  very notable, and I want to vote aye on all matters

         22  before us here today.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye on all.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

          3  today's General Order calendar were adopted by a

          4  vote of 50 in the affirmative, zero negative, no

          5  abstentions, with the exception of Intro. 381, which

          6  is adopted by a vote of 49 in the affirmative, one

          7  abstention, and Reso 360, which was adopted by a

          8  number of 49 in the affirmative, zero negative and

          9  one abstention.

         10                 And SLR 23, which is adopted by a

         11  vote of 48 in the affirmative, one negative, one

         12  abstention.

         13                 And SLR 78 which is adopted by a vote

         14  of 46 in the affirmative, three negative and one

         15  abstentions.

         16                 And SCLR (sic) 101, which is adopted

         17  by a vote of 46 in the affirmative, three negative,

         18  and one abstention.

         19                 And SLR 105 which is adopted by a

         20  vote of 48 in the affirmative, one negative, one

         21  abstention.

         22                 And the revised Land Use Call-Ups

         23  vote is, 50 in the affirmative, zero negative.

         24                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: The bills should be
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          2  referred to the Committees as indicated on the

          3  agenda.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          5  of resolutions.

          6                 Council Member Gioia would like to

          7  talk.

          8                 One minute, sir.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you.

         10                 This year marks the 40th anniversary

         11  of the 1965 Voting Rights Act. The right to vote may

         12  sound basic, however, for far too many years in our

         13  country's history, it hasn't been. And in many cases

         14  it's still not. The Constitution prohibits the use

         15  of race or color to prevent an individual from

         16  voting, it also provides Congress with the authority

         17  to enforce this article.

         18                 Yet, for far too long in our history

         19  the Congress has failed in that responsibility. Even

         20  here in New York we are culpable. In 1922, the City

         21  implemented literacy tests to deny minorities their

         22  full citizenship. For nearly a century in the face

         23  of this injustice Congress and government sat

         24  silent.

         25                 President Johnson, when he signed the
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          2  Voting Rights Act said that as he stood before the

          3  historic chamber 40 years ago, he announced that he

          4  was sending legislation to right wrong, to do

          5  justice, and to serve man.

          6                 The Voting Rights Act did just that.

          7  Let there be no doubt, the Voting Rights Act is

          8  still essential. In fact, in New York, in 1991, the

          9  Courts used the Voting Rights Act -- that was a

         10  quick one minute, Madam Public Advocate. But let me

         11  just say I urge my colleagues to sign onto this

         12  resolution and urge Congress to reauthorize the

         13  Voting Rights Act. It is necessary today, and we

         14  need to hold Congress's feet to the fire to

         15  reauthorize this important act.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         17  Council Member.

         18                 Resolution 338, which recognize the

         19  contributions of Caribbean-Americans. All in favor?

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Council Member

         21  Clarke would like to speak.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: She wants to

         23  speak now?

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: I think there's a

         25  little confusion. Council Member Clarke would like
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          2  to speak on the Caribbean Resolution.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Fine.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: So let's hold the

          5  votes, see if anybody else would like to speak. Make

          6  that clear to the Public Advocate, and then we'll

          7  move to the vote.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          9  Council Member Clarke.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you very

         11  much, Madam Speaker. And thank you very much, Madam

         12  Public Advocate.

         13                 Thank you for catching that.

         14                 My colleagues, we are about to

         15  approve a resolution that is actually designating

         16  the month of June Caribbean-American Heritage Month.

         17                 It's in keeping with the movement

         18  across this nation in following in the footsteps of

         19  Congressmember Barbara Lee who championed this

         20  legislation at the national level where it has been

         21  adopted in both houses and has really been federally

         22  designated, the month of June being Caribbean

         23  Heritage Month.

         24                 I think we all recognize the

         25  contributions of people of Caribbean descent to this
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          2  nation and this City, and we can notably look to

          3  such people as Alexander Hamilton, who came from the

          4  island nation of Nieves, to Harry Belefonte who came

          5  from the island nation of Jamaica. I encourage all

          6  of you to join in True Americans All,

          7  Caribbean-American Heritage Month.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay.

         10  Anybody else want to add to this?

         11                 Okay, so let's vote.

         12                 All in favor?

         13                 Opposed?

         14                 Adopted.

         15                 Preconsidered Reso 351. Calling on

         16  the Democratic National Committee to designate New

         17  York City as the host City for the 2008 Democratic

         18  National Convention.

         19                 Does anybody want to speak on this

         20  Resolution?

         21                 Jimmy? Chris, you set me up.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: This is a great

         23  thing for the City of New York, so it would be great

         24  to bring all of the Democrats from across the

         25  country to see what kind of wonderful City we had.
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          2  And as the Republican leader I'm proud to join my

          3  Democratic colleagues in signing onto this

          4  resolution.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Go Council

          6  Member. Woooo.

          7                 Okay, shall we vote?

          8                 All in favor?

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: But would you

         10  attend?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Will they give

         12  us Homeland Security money for it, though?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All in

         14  favor?

         15                 Opposed?

         16                 Adopted.

         17                 Preconsidered Reso 365. Calling upon

         18  the New York State Legislature to pass Assembly Bill

         19  7577 and Senate Bill 4795, which would exempt

         20  contributions made by an employer to an accident or

         21  health plan for the benefit of an employee's

         22  domestic partner from State and City taxes.

         23                 Anybody want to speak on this?

         24                 All in favor?

         25                 Opposed?
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          2                 Adopted.

          3                 Council Member Mealy, you want to

          4  make a vote? I'm sorry.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye on all Land

          6  Use and all Call-Ups.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: And all General

          9  Orders.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Oh, okay.

         11  Thank you very much.

         12                 For now the General Discussion.

         13                 Council Member Gennaro, now it's your

         14  turn.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Okay, thank

         16  you.

         17                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 Today I'm putting forward Intro. 375

         19  of the New York City Water Supply and Protection

         20  Act, a bill that will make sure New York City's

         21  drinking water will remain clean, safe and

         22  affordable for years to come.

         23                 Roughly 90 percent of the City's

         24  drinking water comes from the Catskill and Delaware

         25  Water systems, thanks to the pristine condition of
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          2  most Upstate waters surrounding the City's largest

          3  reservoirs, this water currently remains filtered,

          4  however, there is a lot of development pressure, and

          5  it seems like almost every day we're reading about

          6  another big development project.

          7                 So, Intro. 375 will basically call

          8  upon the City's Department of Environmental

          9  Protection to continue the work its done over the

         10  last ten years in buying up critical Upstate lands

         11  around the watershed and just keep going for the

         12  next ten years with what we've been doing, because

         13  if we don't succeed in making all these protections,

         14  we will be forced to spend billions of dollars

         15  filtering this water supply system.

         16                 And, so, I would urge my colleague to

         17  sign onto Intro. 375 and help to keep our drinking

         18  water safe and clean in perpetuity.

         19                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         21                 Just to read the resolutions. All

         22  items on today's -- sorry, General Order Calendar

         23  were adopted by a vote of 51 in the affirmative,

         24  zero in the negative and zero abstentions, with the

         25  exception of Intro. 381, which is adopted by 50 in
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          2  the affirmative, zero in the negative, and one

          3  abstention.

          4                 And Reso 360, which is adopted by 50

          5  in the affirmative, zero negative and one

          6  abstention. And 56R23, which is adopted by a vote of

          7  49 in the affirmative, one negative, one abstention,

          8  and SLR 78 which is adopted by a vote of 47 in the

          9  affirmative, three negative and one abstention. And

         10  SLR 101, which was adopted by a vote of 47 in the

         11  affirmative, three negative and one abstention.

         12                 And SLR 105, which is adopted by 49

         13  in the affirmative, one negative, one abstention.

         14                 The revised Land Use Call-Ups is 57

         15  (sic) affirmative and zero negative. Wow, they're

         16  calling this on me, huh?

         17                 Council Member Weprin.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 Today I am introducing legislation

         21  that caps the sales tax on gasoline over $2.00 at

         22  eight cents a gallon, and a Resolution calling on

         23  the State to authorize regulation of the gasoline

         24  industry.

         25                 The gas tax cap bill follows up on a
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          2  resolution that was sponsored in the last Council by

          3  Council Member Avella, introduced and passed last

          4  year. But it actually was acted upon in Albany,

          5  authorizing the City to follow suit.

          6                 This bill would save drivers at 3.50

          7  a gallon, 6 cents a gallon, by capping the City

          8  sales tax at eight cents. This bill, combined with

          9  the State's gas tax of another eight cents fixed tax

         10  will offer some savings to drivers as the summer

         11  months heat up.

         12                 This in Intro. 381 and I urge all of

         13  my colleagues to sign on.

         14                 I am also introducing a resolution

         15  calling on the State to authorize the Public Service

         16  Commission to begin regulating the gasoline

         17  industry. As it turns out, all other forms of energy

         18  are regulated. That includes electricity, natural

         19  gas and water. Each of these items has risen in cost

         20  at a slow and steady pace. Alternatively, gasoline

         21  has risen at an extraordinary pace without any

         22  oversight or regulation. It is time we begin to

         23  think about new ways to secure our energy.

         24                 The State should exercise its

         25  regulatory authority judiciously to ensure equitable
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          2  rates and high-quality service.

          3                 That's Resolution 369, and I urge my

          4  colleagues to sign on.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Brewer.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Two things.

          9  One, I wanted to mention that there were a couple of

         10  resolutions regarding bus traffic. I know that we're

         11  all trying to improve the traffic in the City of New

         12  York and we have some suggestions that came out of a

         13  meeting on the West Side regarding the potential of

         14  cameras on the front of the buses and then of course

         15  figuring out a way to clear bus lanes so that buses

         16  can move.

         17                 So, I just mention Reso 355 and Reso

         18  356.

         19                 I also just want to mention that in

         20  the City of New York the Department of Education is

         21  working on laptop initiatives for students,

         22  particularly in the middle schools, and on the West

         23  Side we have initiated the sort of Cadilac with

         24  maintenance, professional development and hardware

         25  for every sixth grade student, and we're having an
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          2  announcement on June 15th with the many companies,

          3  Fordham University, et cetera, that have helped put

          4  this together.

          5                 The Department of Education is

          6  putting 22 schools, in addition to hours on line

          7  with this program, and I suggest that every one of

          8  us look to see that the professional development,

          9  the maintenance, is there as part of this

         10  initiative.

         11                 Thank you very much.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Speaker

         13  Quinn.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Yes, I just want to

         15  thank the Public Advocate and all of my colleagues

         16  who participated in National Hunger Awareness Day

         17  last month -- last week. And thank everybody for

         18  participating in the press conference and going out

         19  and having breakfast and leafletting and being part

         20  of that great event with myself and Chairperson

         21  Gioia and Public Advocate and Senator McGovern,

         22  which I think was fun for everybody. And I just want

         23  to remind my colleagues that immediately following

         24  this Stated Meeting, which will stand in recess, all

         25  five of the delegations are going to be meeting and
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          2  the staff will indicate what room you all should be

          3  going to for your delegation meetings.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Speaker

          5  Quinn, I apologize, I did not see Council Member

          6  Vann. He would like to speak.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 I really wanted to commend Council

         10  Member Gioia and Seabrook and the Speaker for the

         11  resolution they have proffered in terms of the

         12  reauthorization of the Voting Rights Act. Very, very

         13  significant.

         14                 For me, I'm old enough to have

         15  experienced a lot of the Civil Rights Movement. I'm

         16  sure many of you here, if you were not a part of it,

         17  you probably read about it, so you have a sense of

         18  history, a sense of the struggle that black people

         19  went through during those days in an attempt to be

         20  recognized and be part of this American system.

         21                 President Johnson, to his credit,

         22  crafted the Voting Rights legislation; however, he

         23  did it as a result of the tremendous demonstration

         24  and protest on behalf of people throughout the

         25  country, particularly in the south. I mean Swerner,
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          2  Goodman and Cheney gave their lives, Medgar Evers

          3  and, obviously, Dr. Martin Luther King, to mention

          4  only a few. So, it's to our credit in this country

          5  we recognize that tremendous struggle and create an

          6  avenue for sharing power with the minorities as we

          7  recall at that time.

          8                 Prior to the Voting Rights Act, there

          9  was very little representation in the governments of

         10  this country by black people.

         11                 It's only as a result of that act

         12  where we now are able to have thousands of

         13  representatives in all levels of the government,

         14  Black, Latino, Asian, whatever. It's one of the most

         15  significant legislations to be passed in the 20th

         16  century in my estimation.

         17                 So, we are commended for

         18  reauthorizing that. A lot of the conditions that

         19  existed prior to still exist, so we need to continue

         20  to protect those in our society who were neglected

         21  in the past and did not have access in the past, so

         22  that one day we'll be able to realize the dream of

         23  Martin Luther King, and all will be free. But that

         24  is not yet the case.

         25                 Thank you very much, Madam Chair.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          3  nobody else, we will recess the Stated Council

          4  Meeting of June 13th.

          5                 (Hearing recessed at 2:55 p.m.)
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