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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: We will start our

          3  ceremonials. Our Rules Committee is still meeting,

          4  which is unfortunate, so we're going to do our

          5  ceremonials and then break and pray that the Rules

          6  Committee ends soon.

          7                 But first I want to ask Council

          8  Member White and others to come over because we have

          9  a very, very special presentation to make today.

         10                 I've asked Sergeant Gonzalez and his

         11  family to come on up and join us, and I'm going to

         12  turn the mike over to Council Member White, when

         13  they make their way up here.

         14                 And I just want to say, before I hand

         15  the mike to Council Member White, that I am very

         16  excited to get to meet Sergeant Gonzalez. I'm good

         17  buddies with his daughter who asked me, invited me

         18  to go to the very special ceremony you had last week

         19  and I couldn't make it. But since you are a true New

         20  York City and American hero, we wanted to make sure

         21  we all got to add into the celebration and the

         22  commemoration of this purple heart that you received

         23  last week, I guess 54 years after you were wounded

         24  in Korea.

         25                 And we're just a few days away from
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          2  Memorial Day, so I am very glad that you're with us

          3  today and that we can recognize the tremendous

          4  service you did for our country, and I'm very, very

          5  glad that the federal government at least did one

          6  thing right in recognizing your service.

          7                 But let me turn the mike over to your

          8  Council Member Tom White.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Thank you very

         10  much, Madam Speaker.

         11                 Let me first just say that, you know,

         12  we give out many proclamations and all of them are

         13  duly noted and duly deserving, but this one is

         14  especially close to my heart because I've known the

         15  Gonzalez family for well over 40 years, and when you

         16  talk about America, when you talk about hard work

         17  and standards and values, and you talk about serving

         18  your country, this is the living example of all of

         19  that in the presence of Sergeant Rafael Gonzalez.

         20                 The mere fact that his family

         21  standing here, when we talk about families being

         22  together, him and his wife, his daughters, his

         23  grandsons, they're all here. This is what America is

         24  about. So, when people talk about going around and

         25  saying we want to be a part of America, this is
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          2  America.

          3                 If you could live up to the standards

          4  of Rafael Gonzalez, you should truly deserve to be

          5  an American.

          6                 I will ask the clerk to read the

          7  proclamation, please.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

          9  York, Proclamation.

         10                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         11  New York is pleased and proud to honor Sergeant

         12  Rafael Gonzalez for his outstanding service in our

         13  Nation during the Korean Conflict; and

         14                 Whereas: Much of our success as a

         15  nation - much of the peace and prosperity we take

         16  for granted - is due in large measure to the

         17  hard-won success of our fighting forces, men and

         18  women of remarkable strength and character whose

         19  tremendous sacrifices helped shape the modern world,

         20  individuals whose legacy has ensured the safety,

         21  progress and prosperity of our Nation for

         22  generations to come; and

         23                 Whereas: Today, as Sergeant Rafael

         24  Gonzalez receives the Purple Heart 54 years after

         25  having been wounded in Korea, we remember with
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          2  special gratitude his sacrifices and heroic

          3  struggles defending the democratic principles of

          4  freedom that have made our country great; and

          5                 Whereas: Born in Arecibo, Puerto

          6  Rico, Sergeant Gonzalez moved to New York City at

          7  the age of 14. His penchant for finding trouble on

          8  the streets of New York compelled him to channel his

          9  energies in a more proactive way and, at the age 19,

         10  he joined the United States Army; and

         11                 Whereas: Despite his limited command

         12  of the English language during basic training,

         13  Sergeant Gonzalez persevered and was eventually

         14  molded into an infantry man and shipped off to

         15  Korea, where he joined the company B, 179th infantry

         16  regiment, of the 45th Division; and

         17                 Whereas: In June of 1952, while in a

         18  foxhole on the front lines of the battle, Sergeant

         19  Gonzalez and his fellow troops came under heavy

         20  enemy artillery fire. The impact of enemy fire

         21  caused the foxhole to cave in, burying Sergeant

         22  Gonzalez alive. Miraculously, the soldier was

         23  rescued when his hand was spotted sticking out from

         24  the rubble. He was hospitalized with various wounds,

         25  a concussion and internal injuries; and
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          2                 Whereas: In recognition of his

          3  outstanding bravery in battle, Sergeant Gonzalez

          4  earned two Bronze Stars, the Korean Service Medal,

          5  the Combat Infantry Badge, the United Nations

          6  Service Medal and the National Defense Medal; and

          7                 Whereas: Despite sustaining injuries

          8  during the Korean Conflict, Sergeant Gonzalez did

          9  not receive the Purple Heart until 54 years later,

         10  thanks to the diligent work of his son, Ralph

         11  Gonzalez, and that of Assemblyman Darryl Towns and

         12  Congressman Ed Towns and their respective staffs;

         13  and

         14                 Whereas: As a Purple Heart recipient,

         15  Sergeant Gonzalez will enjoy recognition at the

         16  National Purple Heart Hall of Honor in New York's

         17  Hudson River Valley; and

         18                 Whereas: As a nation, we owe a

         19  tremendous debt of gratitude to the veterans who

         20  have fought so valiantly to preserve our liberties;

         21  Sergeant Rafael Gonzalez exemplifies the qualities

         22  of strong character, honor and fierce commitment our

         23  country seeks in its finest citizens during times of

         24  crisis. It is with humility, respect and the deepest

         25  esteem that we honor him today; now, therefore
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          2                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          3  City of New York most gratefully honors SERGEANT

          4  RAFAEL GONZALEZ for his exceptional service to our

          5  Nation during the Korean Conflict.

          6                 Signed this 24th day of May in the

          7  year Two Thousand and Six, Christine Quinn, Speaker

          8  for the Entire Council; Thomas White, Jr., Council

          9  Member, 28th District, Queens; Joseph P. Addabbo,

         10  Jr., Council Member, 32nd District, Queens.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Sergeant.

         12                 SERGEANT GONZALEZ: I would like to

         13  thank everybody that is coming here for this great

         14  occasion, and I'm very, very happy to be here with

         15  you and I would like to thank you very much for

         16  coming here.

         17                 SERGEANT GONZALEZ'S DAUGHTER: Madam

         18  Chair, first I would like to thank you, Christine,

         19  for giving my father and my family this honor. I was

         20  fortunate enough to be here the day you were

         21  installed as the new Speaker, and I remember

         22  watching your dad sit back and watch you, and I felt

         23  the connection with you, because I feel like when

         24  you have dads like we have, you know, we come from

         25  good stock. And Dad, you served your country well
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          2  and you served your family even better. We love you.

          3  Thank you.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you all.

          5                 So we have one more special return

          6  visitor, which is great. We have a proclamation to

          7  be presented by our terrific Council Member Al Vann,

          8  but also by his wonderful predecessor, former

          9  Council Member Assemblymember Annette Robinson.

         10                 So, let me turn the mike over to Al.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you.

         12                 Would the family please, and friends

         13  of Brother George Washington, please come up.

         14                 As they arrive, Brother George

         15  Washington is a veteran of the Marine Corps, as was

         16  I, so tell the brother I said Semper Fi, he'll

         17  definitely understand that. And I apologize, I know

         18  we were unavoidably delayed, and I know it threw

         19  your schedules off, and we appreciate your

         20  indulgence. If we could have awarded you, we would

         21  have, but we are glad you were able to make that

         22  sacrifice to be here, and I'm sure Mr. Washington

         23  appreciates that as well.

         24                 I will not tell you a lot about Mr.

         25  George Washington, because it's going to be read in
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          2  a moment and that would be duplicative, but other

          3  than being a veteran of the Marine Corps, he was an

          4  outstanding fighter. He's a legend in the fighting

          5  circles. Beyond that, he was an outstanding trainer.

          6  He's also a legend because of those you have

          7  trained, and you will be surprised when you hear of

          8  all the people, the champs that he has actually

          9  trained. Annette might mention that, he was a

         10  sparing partner for somebody special, but she'll

         11  mention that. I won't steal all her thunder.

         12                 Unfortunately, he could not be here,

         13  but his son is here. His son Kenneth and his wife

         14  are here, along with his pastor, the Reverend and

         15  the First Lady of Mount Sinai Baptist Church,

         16  Reverend Curtis Whitney and his First Lady are here,

         17  with other friends and family.

         18                 So, we are honored to have the

         19  opportunity, as we say in our religious culture, to

         20  give them their flowers while they can still smell

         21  it. So, he'll be able to see this when he takes it

         22  back to his dad, and we'll obviously do something in

         23  the community as well.

         24                 Assemblywoman Annette Robinson.

         25                 ASSEMBLYWOMAN ROBINSON: Thank you
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          2  very much, Council Member Vann. And to all

          3  assembled, and to my colleagues in government, I

          4  thank you for the opportunity to be present today

          5  with the Washington family and all that have

          6  assembled here, and also to pay tribute in a special

          7  way to George Washington, an outstanding man in our

          8  community who just thinks nothing of giving his time

          9  talent and treasure for the young people within our

         10  community.

         11                 So, it is our privilege today, and I

         12  thank Council Member Vann, for the opportunity and

         13  for this ceremonial, so that we could honor him now.

         14                 So often we have those unsung heroes

         15  and heroines in our communities, and we never get to

         16  say thank you, so this is our way of saying thank

         17  you.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Read the

         19  proclamation.

         20                 Were you supposed to say that?

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: As long as it gets

         22  read, that's all that matters.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: All right.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Proclamation.

         25                 The Council of the City of New York
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          2  is pleased and proud to join family, friends and

          3  distinguished members of the community in honoring

          4  George Washington for his service to the community;

          5  and

          6                 Whereas: We are a City made strong by

          7  the efforts of individuals who give exemplary

          8  service to the community, whether through

          9  participation in volunteer programs, through unique

         10  personal achievement in their professional or other

         11  endeavors, or through a lifetime of good citizenry;

         12  and

         13                 Whereas: Today, we are proud to

         14  recognize the achievements of George Washington, a

         15  veteran of the United States Marine Corps and former

         16  boxer whose remarkable record included 114 fights,

         17  100 wins and 80 knockouts; and

         18                 Whereas: Since leaving the ring, Mr.

         19  Washington has used his boxing talents to train a

         20  host of champions, including Eddie Mustafa Mohamed,

         21  Mark Breland, Michael Bent, Yoel Judah, and Riddick

         22  Bowe; and

         23                 Whereas: Mr. Washington also coached

         24  the 1984 Olympic Boxing Team, which included the

         25  likes of Mark Breland, Evander Holyfield, Pernell
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          2  Whiticker and Michael Tyson; and

          3                 Whereas: Mr. Washington currently

          4  serves the community as a trainer at the New

          5  Bed-Stuy Boxing Center; and

          6                 Whereas: Today, we honor George

          7  Washington, an individual who has distinguished

          8  himself in boxing and in service to the community;

          9  he has enriched us with his presence and

         10  achievements and is truly a great friend of the

         11  City; now, therefore

         12                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         13  City of New York most gratefully honors GEORGE

         14  WASHINGTON for his service to the City and the

         15  community.

         16                 Signed this 24th day of May in the

         17  year Two Thousand and Six, Christine C. Quinn,

         18  Speaker for the Entire Council; Albert Vann, Council

         19  Member, 36th District, Brooklyn.

         20                 KENNETH WASHINGTON: I want to thank

         21  Council Member Vann and Assemblywoman Robinson for

         22  honoring my father. You know, he is an unsung hero.

         23  He is my heavyweight champ and always will be and I

         24  thank God for him, because he is a real black man.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 REVEREND WHITNEY: To the

          3  distinguished Madam Speaker, to Assemblywoman

          4  Robinson, and Council Member Al Vann, and to all of

          5  the distinguished persons that are here, I'm

          6  delighted to have this moment just to say in

          7  honoring Brother Washington, you have also honored

          8  the Mount Sinai Baptist Church where he has served

          9  down through the years faithfully and committed, and

         10  most of all, he serves as an extraordinare role

         11  model for our young people and adults as well.

         12                 Thank you so much, and God bless you.

         13                 SPEAKER QUINN: And now if I could ask

         14  the Reverend to say a prayer that the Rules

         15  Committee will adjourn quickly.

         16                 Ceremonials are done, and we will

         17  start the Stated Meeting as soon as the Rules

         18  Committee wraps up. Thank you.

         19                 (Recess taken.

         20                 Resumed at 4:05 p.m.)

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Meeting of

         22  May 24th will finally come to order.

         23                 All rise.

         24                 Pledge of Allegiance.

         25                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

          3                 CITY CLERK: Addabbo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK: Arroyo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK: Avella.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK: Baez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK: Barron.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK: Brewer.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK: Clarke.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK: Comrie.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK: DeBlasio.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK: Dickens.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK: Dilan.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK: Felder.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK: Fidler.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK: Foster.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK: Gallagher.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 CITY CLERK: Garodnick.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK: Gennaro.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK: Gentile.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK: Gerson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK: Gioia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK: Gonzalez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK: Jackson.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK: Katz.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK: Koppell.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK: Lanza.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK: Lappin.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK: Liu.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK: Mark Viverito.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK: Martinez.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 CITY CLERK: McMahon.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK: Mealy.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 CITY CLERK: Mendez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK: Monserrate.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK: Nelson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK: Recchia.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK: Reyna.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK: Sanders.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK: Seabrook.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK: Sears.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK: Stewart.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK: Vacca.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK: Vallone.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK: Vann.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK: Weprin.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK: White.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK: Yassky.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK: Lanza.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK:: Oddo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK: Rivera.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The

         12  invocation will be read by the clerk, since Rabbi

         13  Glass had to leave. He left his invocation.

         14                 All rise, please.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Men and women of the

         16  City Council, memory is more than just a function of

         17  intellect, it literally defines who we are, both

         18  individually and collectively; and this is why an

         19  occasion, such as the upcoming holiday of Memorial

         20  Day is so important. It is an opportunity to

         21  remember that this is country whose core values are

         22  worth fighting for, and that untold myriads have

         23  indeed lost their lives in this struggle. To forget

         24  this would be forgetting much of what we are as a

         25  nation.
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          2                 Please accept my blessing on this

          3  meeting of the Council, that it should reflect its

          4  special role in preserving that which was achieved

          5  at such great cost. Amen.

          6                 Thank you. Jonathan Glass.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Nelson, motion to spread.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Motion to

         10  spread the invocation in full upon the record.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Adoption of

         12  Minutes.

         13                 Council Member James.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Motion that the

         15  minutes of the Stated Council of April 26th be

         16  adopted as printed.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 130. Traffic-control

         20  signal photo violation systems.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: State and Federal

         22  Legislation.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 131. Rate of regular

         24  interest.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: State and Federal Leg.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 132. Discontinue

          3  certain land as park land.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: State and Federal Leg.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 133. Dissolution of

          6  a corporation responsible for the payment of taxes.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: State and Federal Leg.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

          9  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: From M 134 on page

         11  two, to M 193 on page nine. Base station license.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Wow. Transportation.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         14  and Communications.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         17  Call-Ups.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 194.

         19                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on Call-Up

         20  vote.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 195.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on Call-Up

         23  vote.

         24                 And now roll call on the Call-Ups.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Madam

          9  Public Advocate, I vote aye on all Land Use

         10  Call-Ups. I'd also like to request permission to

         11  vote aye on all coupled general orders.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: I vote aye on

         18  all Land Use Call-Ups. I would ask unanimous consent

         19  to vote on all coupled general orders due to a prior

         20  commitment.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: I vote aye on

         23  all, except 117, and accompanying Reso 350, I vote

         24  no.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark Viverito.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: I vote aye on

          7  all Land Use matters and ask for permission to vote

          8  aye on all general coupled orders.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: I vote yes to

         15  all Land Use items, and I also request unanimous

         16  consent to vote aye on all General Order Calendar

         17  items.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes, Madam

          6  President, I'd like to be recorded yes on all Land

          7  Use items and I vote aye.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: All Land Use

         10  Call-Ups.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: I vote aye on

         19  all Land Use Call-Ups and ask unanimous consent from

         20  my colleagues, Madam Chair, to vote on all coupled

         21  General Orders.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here. Aye on
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          2  all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you. I'd

         11  like to vote yes on all General Orders, as well as

         12  Land Use Call-Ups and have unanimous consent to vote

         13  for all matters before us today.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All Land Use

         25  Call-Ups are adopted by a vote of 47 in the
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          2  affirmative and zero in the negative.

          3                 Communication from the Speaker.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you.

          5                 First, before I do formal

          6  communications, I just want to make two

          7  introductions.

          8                 We are joined today by a very special

          9  guest. We are joined by Christina Gennaro. Jim

         10  Gennaro's daughter. So, we want to welcome her.

         11                 We've set a terrible example for

         12  getting to work on time, and starting on time, so do

         13  what your father says, not what he does, Christina.

         14  Go to work on time and start on time.

         15                 I also will introduce our new

         16  Parliamentarian Barbara Butler, who is here at her

         17  first Stated Meeting. So, if she doesn't call on you

         18  right away or doesn't get your name right, bear with

         19  her because it is her first couple of Stated

         20  Meetings.

         21                 Now, I just want to comment on some

         22  of the items that we're going to be voting on today,

         23  and then call on the Chair of our Standards and

         24  Ethics Committee, Council Member Inez Dickens, to

         25  speak on a piece of legislation regarding financial
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          2  disclosures, and I want to thank Chair Dickens for

          3  her very, very hard work on that legislation.

          4                 You know, today we are voting on a

          5  number of very important matters.

          6                 First, I want to mention the taxi

          7  legislation we are voting on today. For many, many

          8  years, some would even say decades, there has been

          9  heated discussion in this City about how to change

         10  our taxis to clean air hybrid taxis, and how to make

         11  our taxis accessible to disabled New Yorkers, and

         12  today we are taking further steps forward in that

         13  process. We are passing a piece of legislation that

         14  requires that the upcoming sale of 308 medallions,

         15  in that sale 254 will be hybrid clean air taxis, and

         16  54 will be disabled accessible.

         17                 But we, in our action today,

         18  recognize that those 54 are not even enough to get a

         19  small enough percentage of the fleet to have a

         20  reasonable pilot project out there to see what

         21  models are the most durable, and obviously our

         22  ultimate goal is to move beyond a pilot project or

         23  very, very small percentages.

         24                 So, in an effort to make sure we have

         25  a larger number and enough to truly do a pilot
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          2  sampling, the Mayor and the Council have committed

          3  to go to Albany and see another medallion sale of

          4  150 more medallions, all of which this law will

          5  require will be disabled accessible when they are

          6  sold.

          7                 I want to thank the disabled

          8  community for their endless work on this issue and

          9  the environmental community. I also want to thank

         10  Mayor Bloomberg for his commitment to go to Albany

         11  with the Council. We received tremendously positive

         12  responses from State officials about our interest in

         13  150 more medallions, and I also want to say that we

         14  will be in the upcoming Stated Meetings doing an SLR

         15  on this matter to lock in our message to Albany and

         16  a Home Rule Message.

         17                 We are also today voting on a package

         18  of legislation which comes out -- on taxis I want to

         19  thank Chairperson John Liu for his tremendous amount

         20  of work he did on this issue, Chairperson Jim

         21  Gennaro from our Environmental Committee, and

         22  Council Member Oliver Koppell for his work on this

         23  issue as well.

         24                 We are also today voting on a package

         25  of lobbying bills, and I want to thank the Chair of
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          2  our Gov Ops Committee, Simcha Felder, for his work

          3  on lobbying, and Chairperson Diana Reyna for her

          4  work on it as well, it went through both Committees.

          5                 The bills we are voting on today on

          6  lobbying take a very, very important step forward in

          7  making sure that New York City has the strongest

          8  ethical infrastructure possible as it relates to

          9  lobbyists and their interactions with elected

         10  officials. And it puts a system in place that will

         11  make sure that the scandals that have plagued other

         12  legislative bodies in this country do not happen in

         13  this building on in this House and the people of the

         14  City of New York.

         15                 We spent a long time discussing these

         16  bills, and I want to thank my colleagues for their

         17  tremendous attention and support on this message.

         18                 They will add transparency to the

         19  process and they will very importantly bring

         20  sunlight in, which we all know is the best

         21  disinfectant. And I think they sent a very important

         22  message to New Yorkers that we work for them, not

         23  for anyone else.

         24                 Also, as the hour indicates, based on

         25  our long Rules Committee, and I want to give yet
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          2  another thank you to Council Member Diana Reyna, we

          3  will be voting on the appointment of Margery

          4  Perlmutter to the Landmarks Preservation Commission.

          5  It was a heated, but yet thoughtful meeting that

          6  occurred, and I hope my colleagues will vote in

          7  support of her and in favor of all of the items that

          8  I indicated.

          9                 I would like to call on the Chair of

         10  our Standards and Ethics Committee, Council Member

         11  Inez Dickens.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Thank you,

         13  Madam Speaker, and thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 I'm requesting permission to address

         15  my colleagues on Intro. 165.

         16                 Intro. 165 would amend the City's

         17  Financial Disclosure Law in three very important

         18  ways: First, and most importantly, it would bring

         19  our City law into compliance with recent changes to

         20  New York State law with regards to persons required

         21  to file a Financial Disclosure Form.

         22                 Second, it would clarify and codify

         23  the longstanding practices of the Conflicts of

         24  Interest Board.

         25                 And thirdly, it would make several
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          2  technical changes that clarify the law, making it

          3  easier to understand and follow.

          4                 Intro. 165 makes many useful and

          5  necessary amendments to the City's Financial

          6  Disclosure Law, and I urge my colleagues to pass it

          7  today. Thank you.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          9  of General Orders.

         10                 Council Member Monserrate.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

         12  Madam Chair.

         13                 I would like the opportunity to vote

         14  aye on all. Thank you very much.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         16                 Council Member Avella, I thought it

         17  was later?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate. I wanted to talk for a few

         20  minutes about M 117 and the accompanying Reso 350,

         21  which is the appointment of Margery Perlmutter to

         22  the Landmarks Preservation Commission.

         23                 I find it fascinating that we have

         24  this coincidence today that we are making these

         25  changes improving the lobbying laws of the City of
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          2  New York, and further restricting lobbyists in their

          3  activities in relation to the City Council; yet, at

          4  the same time, we're for the first time approving

          5  the first lobbyist, the first registered lobbyist to

          6  the Landmarks Preservation Commission.

          7                 Ms. Perlmutter is certainly

          8  qualified, and I'm sure she's well intentioned, but

          9  there is an old adage "You can't serve two masters,"

         10  and considering that she works for Brian Kaye, which

         11  is a development real estate firm, she is a

         12  registered lobbyist, she will never, ever be able to

         13  100 percent recuse herself from all the issues that

         14  are involved.

         15                 I think it sends a very poor message

         16  to the preservation community and the good

         17  government community of the City that we're allowing

         18  this nomination to go ahead.

         19                 I would urge my colleagues to vote

         20  no. I certainly will.

         21                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All right,

         23  Council Member Gennaro. Sorry, Jim.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

         25  Madam Public Advocate.
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          2                 I just wanted to thank the Speaker

          3  regarding Intro. 339, the taxi medallion bill. I

          4  would like to thank in a special way Council Member

          5  Liu, Council Member Koppell and Council Member

          6  Yassky, Mendez and all the other members who are

          7  supporting this bill. This will be a great step

          8  forward for the air of New York City, and it's also,

          9  thanks to the Speaker's leadership, we're not going

         10  to be leaving behind those that need taxis that need

         11  to be accessible. So, we're getting the extra 150

         12  medallions from Albany and having that sale

         13  completely dedicated to the disabled community. This

         14  bill represents a great step forward for that

         15  community and for a breath of fresh air for all of

         16  New Yorkers.

         17                 So, I thank the Speaker and all

         18  involved, and I urge my colleagues to vote yes on

         19  Intro. 339.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         21  Member James.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: May I be

         23  excused to vote aye on the agenda, except for M 117

         24  and Reso 350. I vote aye on everything else. And as

         25  I leave, may Amber Sadiq, the eight-year-old girl
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          2  who was tragically killed in Crown Heights, may her

          3  soul rest in peace.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: No on those two

          7  items M 117 and 350.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: He didn't

          9  hear.

         10                 Anybody else?

         11                 Seeing nobody else, Report of Special

         12  Committees.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         15  Standing Committees.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         17  Committee on Finance.

         18                 Preconsidered Reso 339. Establishment

         19  of the Bayridge Fifth Avenue Business Improvement

         20  District.

         21                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         22  Orders.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         24  Committee on Governmental Operations.

         25                 Intro. 190-A. Reporting of lobbyist
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          2  activities.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

          4  General Order with Message of Necessity.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 191-A. Gifts by

          6  lobbyists.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

          8  General Orders with the Message of Necessity.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 192-A. Campaign

         10  contributions by lobbyists.

         11                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         12  General Orders.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         14  Committee on Land Use.

         15                 LU 68 and Reso 343, ULURP, Bronx.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         17  Orders.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 127 and Reso 344,

         19  UDAAP, Brooklyn.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         21  Orders.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 136 and Reso 345.

         23  UDAAP, Queens.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         25  Order.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 143 and Reso 346.

          3  Unenclosed sidewalk cafe, Brooklyn.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled to be filed,

          5  pursuant to letter of withdrawal. That threw me for

          6  a loop there.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 160

          8  and Reso 347. Tax exemption for property, Bronx.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank God, back to

         10  coupled on General Orders.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We laugh at

         12  the most simple things.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         14  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         15                 Preconsidered Reso 348. Limiting

         16  access of lobbyists.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         18  Orders.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered Reso

         20  349. Membership changes to certain standing

         21  committees.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         23  Order.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 117 and Reso 350.

         25  Appointment of Margery H. Perlmutter. New York City
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          2  Landmarks Preservation Commission.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          4  Orders.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          6  Committee on Standards and Ethics.

          7                 Intro. 165. Annual disclosure.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          9  Orders.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         11  Committee on Transportation.

         12                 Intro. 339-A. Additional taxicab

         13  licenses.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

         15  General Orders with Message of Necessity.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         17  Order Calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

         19  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         21  Orders.

         22                 And I now ask that roll call be

         23  called on all coupled General Order items.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all,

          6  except M 117 and Reso 350, I vote no.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: May I be

         11  excused to explain my vote?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I vote aye on

         14  all items, except M 117 and Reso 350. This, to me,

         15  is an obvious conflict of interest. But evidently

         16  people have some other interest in this happening,

         17  but I think it is a conflict and I think we should

         18  -- I vote no on that. Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I vote aye on

         21  all, except M 117 and Reso 350. I sat through most

         22  of the hearing, I think that Margery Perlmutter is

         23  certainly qualified on paper. I assume that she will

         24  be given the opportunity to serve on the Landmarks

         25  Preservation Commission, and I hope not only will
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          2  she respond to the concerns brought up today in

          3  terms of conflicts, but make a huge, huge effort to

          4  reach out to those who have been fighting in the

          5  preservation field for many years, and whose voices

          6  are often heard but not always listened to. So, I

          7  vote, as I indicated, aye on all others. Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Yes, I vote

         16  aye on all, except for M 153.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Public

         19  Advocate, may I have a brief moment to explain my

         20  vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Public

         23  Advocate, I want to comment specifically on Intro.

         24  192-A, which is before us today.

         25                 192-A essentially states that
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          2  contributions to anyone running for City office from

          3  lobbyists who pay with a personal check wouldn't be

          4  matched by the Campaign Finance Board.

          5                 While, Madam Public Advocate, I

          6  intend to vote for this measure, I think that in

          7  interest of keeping the rights of every New York

          8  citizen, whether they be a lobbyist, reporter, a

          9  doctor, a teacher, a Council Member, a Mayor, a

         10  grandmother or they're retired, all rights of all

         11  New Yorkers when it relates to Campaign Financing

         12  should be exactly equal, and what we're doing here

         13  is we're basically saying that these people, if they

         14  pay out of their personal checking accounts, and

         15  funds should be matched, that because of their

         16  profession, that they are not allowed to have their

         17  contribution matched.

         18                 Now, a doctor can easily weigh-in

         19  without being a registered lobbyist on matters

         20  before the Health Committee, and many other

         21  professionals could do so before many other

         22  committees, because we often seek professional

         23  opinions on items before us.

         24                 I think that we are opening a

         25  precedent that I hope doesn't continue to other
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          2  professionals. I think in this case, not as a

          3  lobbyist, but as a citizen of the City of New York,

          4  I believe it's fundamentally unfair, what's being

          5  done to them as residents of this great City;

          6  however, I understand the purpose of trying to clean

          7  up the entire electoral process and lobby reform

          8  process. But I think they also have rights as

          9  citizens of the City of New York, and I think that

         10  we are charged with protecting those rights.

         11                 So, I think we need to be very

         12  careful in the future, should we look to take

         13  measures such as this down the road.

         14                 But with that, Madam Public Advocate,

         15  I vote aye on all items.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: May I be

         20  briefly excused to explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: First I just

         23  want to compliment Councilwoman Reyna for the

         24  dignified manner in which you handled an

         25  extraordinarily difficult hearing, a hearing that
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          2  probably shouldn't have had to have been as

          3  difficult as it was, and I suggest that the

          4  Administration, if they care about their appointees,

          5  do just a little bit more ahead of time so that the

          6  communication on some of the issues that were raised

          7  today is better.

          8                 Second, I don't think it would be

          9  fair or proper for us to vote on an issue regarding

         10  disabled accessible taxicabs without mentioning the

         11  name of Sister Margarita Lopez in this House, who is

         12  certainly my conscience and is probably all our

         13  conscience on this issue, and with Margarita in

         14  mind, I vote aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: I vote aye on

         17  all, except M 117 and Reso 350 I vote no.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Pass.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: May I be

         22  excused to briefly explain my vote?

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Thank you. I

         25  vote aye on all.  With respect to the disposition of
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          2  taxi medallion, this is a step forward for cleaner

          3  air and a more accessible fleet, but it should only

          4  be viewed as a first step forward, an important step

          5  forward for which I join in congratulating my

          6  neighbor and predecessor, Margarita Lopez, our

          7  Speaker Chris Quinn, and Council Members John Liu

          8  and Jim Gennaro.

          9                 But we need to overcome the

         10  technological hurdle, if you will, of this conflict

         11  between clean air vehicles and fully accessible

         12  vehicles.

         13                 In this day and age with

         14  technological innovations coming on line at rapid

         15  pace every day, we should be able, with a concerted

         16  effort, to find a way to have it both ways, to have

         17  clean air, fully accessible vehicles, and I urge

         18  that this Council spearhead the technological

         19  effort, make sure that it's undertaken, and this

         20  points to the underlying need for us to do a better

         21  job, an expanded job at integrating technology into

         22  policy problem solving, with a greater role for

         23  technological research, a government which does that

         24  with an eye towards dealing with our urban problems

         25  and policies.
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          2                 With respect to the nomination of Ms.

          3  Perlmutter, I vote aye on the basis of the record of

          4  the hearing, the commitment to abide strictly to

          5  conflict of interest guidelines and the recusal

          6  statements made by the, by all accounts very

          7  qualified nominee, in the context of recognition

          8  that in order to have persons with her background,

          9  we need to allow for such recusals.

         10                 And finally, with respect to lobbying

         11  reform, I vote aye on all, with the caveat which I

         12  made in the caucus, we must look toward greater

         13  simplification of our ethics laws to keep them tied

         14  to their underlying purposes of transparency,

         15  openness and integrity.

         16                 I vote aye for all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Jackson. Aye

         21  on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye on all. And

         24  just to echo the words from Council Member Fidler, I

         25  think the hearing was much more difficult today than
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          2  it had to be. Up until yesterday, truly, we were

          3  only hearing from the advocates, and I think that in

          4  the future when there's a controversial candidate or

          5  someone who folks are talking about weeks ahead of

          6  time, it would be nice to get a lot of the issues

          7  resolved beforehand, through meetings and phone

          8  calls from the Administration, and we look forward

          9  to those working with them on future applications in

         10  that light.

         11                 I vote aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Madam Public

         14  Advocate, may I be excused from voting to explain my

         15  reasons?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Sorry.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: The bill that

         20  we have on the agenda that we're voting on right now

         21  with respect to accessible and cleaner taxis relates

         22  only to new medallions and the conditions with

         23  respect to the issuance of new medallions.

         24                 As such, it is very limited and has

         25  to be very limited. It's probably all we can do
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          2  today with respect to this issue. However, if you

          3  look in today's agenda, you will see a series of

          4  bills that have been introduced, a number of them by

          5  me, as Chairman of the Committee that has the

          6  responsibility over disability rights. And I also

          7  will indicate that the staff have worked on another

          8  bill to provide for the full phase-in of a

          9  requirement that all taxicabs, as they are replaced,

         10  be replaced with accessible vehicles over a period

         11  of years.

         12                 The fact is that the cabs today,

         13  yellow cabs, can only run for three years. They have

         14  a relatively short cycle. And it allows us to do

         15  more than simply require accessible or clean taxis

         16  with respect to new medallions. It allows us to

         17  reform the entire fleet within a short time, and I

         18  want to say that I think this Council is committed

         19  to doing that as quickly as possible.

         20                 And as I said before, necessity is

         21  the mother of invention, and the industry out there

         22  ought to be aware, this Council is moving toward

         23  requiring that entire fleet to be accessible and

         24  also to be environmentally sound.

         25                 And if the cars don't exist to
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          2  provide that today, they should exist soon, and the

          3  world, if you will, or the industry, both those who

          4  own cabs and those who build them, should be aware

          5  that this is the direction in which we're going, and

          6  I urge my colleagues to join us. I know that the

          7  Transportation Committee will be holding hearings on

          8  these other bills that deal with a much broader

          9  universe than merely the relatively few cabs that

         10  come on line because of the sale of new medallions.

         11                 I withdraw my request. I vote aye on

         12  all on the General Orders calendar.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Madam Public

         17  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Over the past

         20  couple of weeks I had many discussions and

         21  deliberations regarding the nomination of Margery

         22  Perlmutter for the Landmarks Preservation

         23  Commission, and people who I respect greatly have

         24  weighed in on different sides of the same issue. And

         25  it became clear to me during the hearing today that
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          2  she is qualified to serve as a Commissioner. During

          3  all the many hours of testimony we heard, there

          4  wasn't debate about her resume or qualifications,

          5  the debate centered around her record and potential

          6  conflicts of interest. And the Municipal Arts

          7  Society, who did a great deal of work examining her

          8  record, did testify that her decisions were within

          9  the mainstream and allayed the issue for me on that

         10  front. In terms of conflict of interest, I will say

         11  I'm not particularly comfortable about commissioners

         12  who sit on one commission and being able to lobby

         13  before other City agencies. And that said, the rules

         14  are the way that they are, and considering that Ms.

         15  Perlmutter is qualified and will not be compensated

         16  for this position, I vote aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Madam Public

         19  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: I just want to

         22  thank my colleagues for their support on Intro.

         23  339-A, and the Speaker for taking on this issue,

         24  convening a very large and substantial task force of

         25  legislative counsels and various committees to study
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          2  the issues with regard to our accessibility to our

          3  taxicabs, as well as making them more

          4  environmentally friendly in our City. And I know

          5  that the legislative counsels have put in a great

          6  deal of time and effort in studying these issues

          7  intensely and thoroughly so that we can proceed with

          8  this bill that we're voting on today, and a package

          9  of subsequent bills that will be introduced and

         10  heard at a later date in the near future, as

         11  described by Chairman and Council Member Oliver

         12  Koppell.

         13                 I especially want to thank Rob Newman

         14  for his insight and his work in making sure that

         15  this moves quickly, and Phil Hom, the Legislative

         16  Counsel to the Transportation Committee, and I hope

         17  that we can have your support, my colleagues. Thank

         18  you.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark Viverito.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: Madam

         21  Public Advocate, may I please be excused to explain

         22  my vote?

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK VIVERITO: I would

         25  like to vote aye on all items coupled under General
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          2  Order, except M 117 and companion Reso 350. And I

          3  just wanted to take the opportunity also to really

          4  commend, Madam Speaker, and for her, the lobby

          5  reform, the stewardship she demonstrated on the

          6  lobby reform bills, which I greatly welcome, and I

          7  thank her for that. So, having that, again, aye on

          8  all, except M 117 and companion Reso 350.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye on all

         15  coupled General Orders. And with permission, aye on

         16  all Land Use Call-Ups.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all,

         20  except M 117 and companion Reso 350.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I vote aye on

         25  all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Madam Public

          4  Advocate, permission to explain my vote?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I wish that I

          7  had been given more information about M 117 and

          8  Resolution 350. However, I have to assume that the

          9  Chair has led a thoughtful discussion. It was

         10  certainly prolonged, so I will assume that it was

         11  thoughtful and they were able to research the

         12  issues.

         13                 With that in mind, based on knowledge

         14  of the Chair, I'm voting aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes, Madam

         17  President, may I be excused to explain my vote,

         18  please?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes, I just

         21  want to state a point to go on record that here

         22  we're talking about the need to have these new

         23  medallions for the taxi industry, to serve those who

         24  have disabilities, and that certainly should be

         25  applauded that this Council is doing that.
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          2                 But I would hope that people will

          3  understand that the disabilities on the other end

          4  that we need to serve, is that when we begin to

          5  issue medallions, there needs to be a sense of

          6  minority and women participation, because after all,

          7  the State Legislature and the Caucus members there

          8  who fought so diligently to assure that there would

          9  be medallions that would be put in use of the City

         10  of New York, the opportunity for minority and

         11  women-owned business should have an opportunity to

         12  participate in this medallion sale. While the

         13  drivers may look like me, the owners never do. And I

         14  would hope that we would have the opportunity that

         15  as we talk about these medallions that are going to

         16  be in the future, that we will have, as Brother

         17  Vallone, Council Member Vallone had indicated, that

         18  these taxis will come into our neighborhoods as

         19  well, be it a handicapped vehicle or a regular

         20  yellow cab that never comes into our community, and

         21  so that we should have a set aside of those

         22  medallions, and those who have the guts and the

         23  courage to come into our community, that they should

         24  be afforded the opportunity to own medallions, and

         25  that it should not just be issued to those who are
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          2  yellow, and as we know about the ones who weren't

          3  yellow and went everywhere throughout this City.

          4                 And, so, it is our hope that we could

          5  be courageous to implement a minority and

          6  women-owned set-aside provision that would allow

          7  those medallions to come into those neighborhoods

          8  where we don't ever see yellow cabs coming into our

          9  community, and I would hope that the disabled

         10  community would have the opportunity to have as many

         11  cabs as they desire, but I'd like to see one of

         12  those yellow cabs roll up into my community some

         13  time, and I can say truly that a person of color

         14  owns medallions, and it is a part of the

         15  accumulation of wealth that the father will own it

         16  today, the son will own it tomorrow, the grandson

         17  will own it thereafter. So, understand what we're

         18  doing.

         19                 So, with that, I withdraw my request

         20  and vote aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: May I be

          9  excused to vote on all Land Use Call-Ups, please?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: On all Land Use

         12  Call-Ups I vote aye.  And on all coupled General

         13  Orders, I echo the comments of my fellow Council

         14  Member Seabrook, therefore, I vote aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Madam Public

         17  Advocate, may I explain my vote?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: First of all,

         20  I vote very enthusiastically for the bill that will

         21  put new clean fuel only medallions and accessible

         22  only medallions out in the street. I think this is a

         23  very good step forward.

         24                 I think, though, we must not rest

         25  with this step. We have many more steps to go on the
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          2  journey toward an accessible fleet and a clean air

          3  fleet, and the way to do it is we've got to go back

          4  and look at the rules that govern the 13,000 cabs

          5  that are already driving around and get more of

          6  those to be accessible, and get all of those to be

          7  clean fuel so that we can, which in a City with one

          8  out of eight kids suffering with asthma, I think

          9  that's got to be the next step.

         10                 So, I look forward to doing that.

         11                 I also, on the appointment to the

         12  Landmarks Preservation Commission, I will vote

         13  against this confirmation, not because I have any

         14  doubt about the quality of Ms. Perlmutter or whether

         15  indeed she is committed to being fair, but I do

         16  think that there is a conflict of interest in having

         17  somebody who is so engaged in this field on a

         18  day-to-day basis, representing clients.

         19                 It's not so easy to separate out one

         20  client, from the position that client stands for,

         21  which will benefit other clients, and I think that

         22  the precedent concerns me. And, so, in the interest

         23  of preservation, I vote no on M 117 and Res 350, and

         24  aye on all other matters. Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: I vote yes on

          3  all. And with respect to M 117 and Reso 350, I wish

          4  to be associated with the remarks of Council Member

          5  Lappin. So it's aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Gioia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you,

         11  Madam Public Advocate.

         12                 I would just like to clarify the

         13  record. I will be voting yes today on all items,

         14  with the exception of M 117, Resolution 350, which I

         15  will be voting no on. Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Can I be

         18  temporarily excused to explain my vote and have a

         19  little fun?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Of course.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you.

         22                 Today's agenda is full with lots of

         23  serious things, but on today's agenda is humor

         24  because if we don't have humor in this body, this

         25  job is very difficult. And along those lines, there
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          2  is a reporter running around asking all of you who

          3  the funniest Council member is, and we've already

          4  conceded the race to Simcha Felder, but please find

          5  it in your hearts to vote for me in second place.

          6  It's one of the few things I have in my life.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Don't give him

          8  anything.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: How dare you.

         10                 I vote yes on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  I vote aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         14                 SPEAKER QUINN: I'm laughing at a

         15  retold Simcha joke. Just before I cast my vote, I

         16  heard some people had me on a tie for two and three,

         17  so it might be a show-down.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: That wasn't

         19  funny. That was not funny.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: But Staten Island will

         21  probably win, so...

         22                 I vote aye on all.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         24  today's General Order calendar were adopted by a

         25  vote of 49 in the affirmative, zero negative, zero
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          2  abstentions, with the exception of M 117 and Reso

          3  350, which was adopted by a vote of 39 in the

          4  affirmative, ten in the negative and zero

          5  abstentions.

          6                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          7                 Discussion of Resolutions.

          8                 I'm sorry. Go back. Sorry, Christine.

          9                 SPEAKER QUINN: That's okay.

         10                 All bills should be referred to the

         11  committees as indicated on the agenda.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         13  of Resolutions.

         14                 No resolutions.

         15                 General Discussion.

         16                 Here's an unusual one now, I'm going

         17  to make a statement, and this is probably the first

         18  time, I'm just talking about Intro. 359, which I

         19  hope my colleagues --

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: If we could just have

         21  quiet in the Chambers, please.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: And Chris,

         23  you can time me.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: No. I'll let you go.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I just want
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          2  to talk for a second about Intro. 359 which I am

          3  proud to introduce which is REACT, or the Ready

          4  Access to Assistance Act, which I'm introducing

          5  today. And I want to thank the Brennan Center, Make

          6  The Road By Walking, The New York City AIDS Housing

          7  Network, and co-sponsors Eric Gioia and Bill

          8  DeBlasio who helped, and for their support.

          9                 This bill will enable New Yorkers to

         10  meet with advocates in public areas, at the HRA job

         11  centers and other public benefit officers. It will

         12  make it easier for those who don't speak English,

         13  who have trouble understanding the incredibly

         14  bureaucratic and complicated rules, to have more

         15  access to help to get the benefits that are theirs.

         16                 So, I'm very, very proud to introduce

         17  this bill and I hope you will all sign on. Thank

         18  you.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Who was

         20  watching the clock?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Chris.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Exactly.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Vann.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Madam Chair,
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          2  based on what I've heard in the Chamber, I'd like to

          3  change my vote from Simcha to Oddo.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Vann, could you repeat that, please. There

          6  was such an uproar that --

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: I was listening

          8  intently during the course --

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: The thing is

         10  busted.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: He takes it

         12  seriously.

         13                 Based on the debate in the Chamber, I

         14  would like to change my vote from Simcha to Oddo to

         15  be the funniest.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: I also recommend

         18  there be a one-night stand where the would-be

         19  comedians to have an opportunity to impress on the

         20  rest of us how good they are. Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Extension of

         22  Remarks.

         23                 Oh, Council Member Fidler, you put

         24  your hand up? I'm sorry.

         25                 Council Member Fidler.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you. I

          3  want to direct my comments to the 15 of you who did

          4  not sign on to Intro. 351, which is the cell phone

          5  bill.

          6                 First I want to compliment the legal

          7  staff of the Council, Liz Fein, Laura Popa, Jim

          8  Caras and Rob Newman, for drafting a bill that in

          9  fact is legal under the Charter.

         10                 If it isn't clear to someone across

         11  the other end of the building that in this day and

         12  age it is a public safety issue that children be

         13  able to carry their cell phones to and from school,

         14  they need to get connected a little bit better.

         15                 Now, we're going to have a hearing, I

         16  assume it will be Public Safety jointly with

         17  Education on June 14th, and there are going to be

         18  hundreds of parents here. If I had my druthers, the

         19  first two witnesses are going to be my wife and my

         20  kid to explain why we all feel that they need to

         21  have, he needs to have a cell phone when he takes

         22  two buses to go to his school every day, and to

         23  explain to us if he's going to be late or the bus is

         24  not running, or if he needs to be picked up, and why

         25  he can't find a working payphone.
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          2                 And so, all I can say is, Mike

          3  Bloomberg, we have 36 sponsors on this bill, I

          4  believe that's a veto-proof majority; can you hear

          5  us now? Good.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Dilan.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Yeah, before

          9  Lew Fidler gets too comfortable, I am a sponsor of

         10  the bill, but I don't know, I thought I signed on to

         11  something else. It's the first time I'll publicly

         12  admit that, I've always been careful about that.

         13                 I fundamentally believe that children

         14  use these items in schools, however, I also

         15  fundamentally believe that the Department of

         16  Education doesn't have the right to confiscate these

         17  items. So, I'll review what I signed onto and adjust

         18  accordingly, if need be.

         19                 Madam Public Advocate, I just wanted

         20  to take a moment of your time to bring up a

         21  situation that happened at the Housing and Buildings

         22  Subcommittee yesterday, and I think it deserves the

         23  attention of the floor and the rest of my

         24  colleagues.

         25                 This City and this Council and this
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          2  Administration is facing some very tough financial

          3  decisions on what to do with the budget deficit of

          4  the New York City Housing Authority.

          5                 Many people have heard by now the

          6  seven-point plan that the Administration and NYCHA

          7  have put together, but I said it at the hearing, and

          8  I want to state it again, that I believe it's

          9  fundamentally unfair that the City of New York and

         10  the State of New York have walked away from their

         11  financial obligation towards the 21,000 units that

         12  are City and State-operated that are in NYCHA's

         13  housing stock.

         14                 During our major budget crisis, when

         15  a lot of my colleagues came to this body for the

         16  first time, because of budget constraints the City

         17  zeroed out their financial responsibility in terms

         18  of operating subsidy to NYCHA and the State followed

         19  suit with their budget difficulties, but now that

         20  the budget appears to be somewhat rosier, and since

         21  then the overall spending in this City has increased

         22  by approximately $11 billion, I think the City and

         23  State needs to look at its responsibility towards

         24  its units in NYCHA's portfolio. It's clear that we

         25  can no longer count on the federal government to
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          2  fund these fully, and I'd like to ask my colleagues

          3  to consider this during, as a priority during the

          4  budget process. Thank you, Madam Advocate.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          6  nobody else, Council Member/Speaker Quinn.

          7                 SPEAKER QUINN: If I could ask my

          8  colleagues to rise. There was the request of Council

          9  Member James, who had to leave early, that we

         10  adjourn the hearing in memory of Amber Sadiq, the

         11  eight-year-old girl who was killed in the recent

         12  tragic school bus accident in the Council member's

         13  district.

         14                 Thank you, and we're adjourned.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The Council

         16  meeting of May 24th is adjourned.

         17                 (Hearing concluded at 5:15 p.m.)
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