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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: We have some special

          3  guests today, some men and women, some very special

          4  men and a few special women who have made this City

          5  the great City that it is today.

          6                 The truth of the matter is, is that

          7  New York City is an extraordinary human feat, and

          8  what the incredible accomplishments that have made

          9  it possible to be the greatest City in the world,

         10  really come down to two extraordinary

         11  accomplishments.

         12                 One is the best mass transit system

         13  in the world, and the second is the most

         14  extraordinary water tunnel and water system in the

         15  world, would not be possible today, none of us would

         16  be here today in the greatest City in the world,

         17  were it not for the Sandhogs, and particularly today

         18  on the hundredth anniversary of our City's subway

         19  system, we wanted to have the opportunity to honor

         20  the Sandhogs for their extraordinary work. And we

         21  are very fortunate to have Richie Fitzsimmons and a

         22  number of his members that are here today, and we

         23  would be very grateful if the Clerk would read the

         24  proclamation.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New
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          2  York, Proclamation.

          3                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          4  New York is pleased and proud to honor the many hard

          5  working "Sandhogs" of Local 147 LIUNA for

          6  outstanding service to our City; and

          7                 Whereas: Above and below ground, our

          8  City has been built by individuals who understand

          9  the meaning of hard work, dedication and sacrifice,

         10  men of extraordinary character, courage and

         11  sacrifice who represent all that is best in our

         12  Citizens; and

         13                 Whereas: Above and below ground, our

         14  City has been built by individuals who understand

         15  the meaning of hard-work, dedication and sacrifice,

         16  men of extraordinary character, courage and

         17  sacrifice who represent all that is best in our

         18  Citizens; and

         19                 Whereas: Few exemplify this ideal

         20  better than the "Sandhogs" of Local 147 LIUNA, a

         21  very special group of men whose contributions to our

         22  City have been truly inestimable. To fully

         23  appreciate their importance to our City and in our

         24  lives, one need only consider that members of Local

         25  147 LIUNA were solely responsible for digging the
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          2  subway tunnels one hundred years ago that led to the

          3  New York City Subway system. Since 1970, Sandhogs

          4  have also been working tirelessly and at great risk

          5  to personal safety to complete a water tunnel,

          6  dubbed Water Tunnel No. 3, that will allow our

          7  City's two aging, early 20th century water tunnels

          8  to be shut down for much needed repairs; and

          9                 Whereas: Currently our City consumes

         10  1.3 billion gallons of water each day. If one of the

         11  old tunnels were to break down we would suffer a

         12  catastrophic loss and would be without water for

         13  upwards of one year. The Sandhogs are working to

         14  ensure that this doesn't happen. For the past 34

         15  years they have been toiling 16 hours a day on

         16  Tunnel No. 3, excavating it at the rate of 50 feet

         17  of rock a day; and

         18                 Whereas: This is an incredibly

         19  dangerous job. Twenty-four miles of Tunnel No. 3

         20  have been cut into the earth and there have been 23

         21  deaths during this period, practically one death for

         22  every mile dug; and

         23                 Whereas: City Water Tunnel No. 3 is

         24  considered a feat of modern engineering that has

         25  been compared to the Great Wall of China. It is 600
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          2  feet below ground and is the largest capital

          3  construction project in City history; and

          4                 Whereas: On this 100th Anniversary of

          5  the New York City Subway system, we are privileged

          6  to honor all members, past and present, of Local 147

          7  LIUNA, as well as Richard Fitzsimmons, Business

          8  Manager of the Local. Their dedication, strength and

          9  commitment helped build one of the most

         10  sophisticated transit systems in the world. They

         11  have truly strengthened our City with their

         12  accomplishments and it is with the deepest gratitude

         13  of this legislative body that we honor them today;

         14  now, therefore

         15                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         16  City of New York honors THE "SANDHOGS" OF LOCAL 147

         17  (LIUNA) for their outstanding contributions to our

         18  City, State and Nation.

         19                 Signed this 10th day of November in

         20  the year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller,

         21  Speaker for the Entire Council; Christine Quinn,

         22  Council Member, 3rd District, Manhattan.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: I want to thank all

         24  my colleagues for their support for this

         25  proclamation, and just thank you for the work that
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          2  you're doing and the work that your men do, and we

          3  would be honored if you would say a few words.

          4                 MR. FITZSIMMONS: Yes, thanks a lot.

          5                 First I want to thank the Speaker,

          6  Gifford Miller, for having us here today, and I want

          7  to thank the whole City Council for supporting the

          8  Sandhogs, the Tunnel Workers, who have been a part

          9  of this City for approximately a hundred years.

         10                 You know, today is very special for

         11  the members. I wish more of us could have been here

         12  to try to put them to work and most of the guys are

         13  working, so that's it. I will make sure at the union

         14  meeting that I do show them the proclamation. And

         15  once again, thanks a lot to the whole Council.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         17                 Council Member David Weprin, I know

         18  you have some special guests, and we would be very

         19  grateful if you'd introduce them to us.

         20                 Council Member Weprin.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Yes. Thank

         22  you, Mr. Speaker.

         23                 We're joined by the Polish-American

         24  Congress, who are represented by Ched Zerako, who is

         25  a constituent of mine in Queens and a fellow
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          2  Democratic district leader, and is Political

          3  Director for the Congress.

          4                 And we have Frank Meluski, who is

          5  president, and his wife Marge is here taking

          6  pictures. She's very shy, but we want to acknowledge

          7  her presence. And we have Bozina Kaminski, and

          8  Richard Brusowski and we have Michael Pressler.

          9                 By the way, we're celebrating the

         10  60th Anniversary of the Polish-American Congress,

         11  which also corresponds with the Warsaw uprising,

         12  which helped form the Polish-American Congress.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are very honored

         14  to have all of you with us here today, and we would

         15  be very grateful of the clerk would read the

         16  proclamation.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         18  York, Proclamation.

         19                 The Council of the City of New York

         20  is pleased and proud to join with the members,

         21  officers and friends of the Polish-American Congress

         22  as they gather this day in the Chambers of City Hall

         23  of the City of New York to celebrate the 60th

         24  anniversary of its founding; and

         25                 Whereas: We are a country made strong
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          2  by the efforts of those organizations which through

          3  exemplary service to humanity, whether through

          4  selfless sacrifice of resources and at times lives,

          5  through programs of great social compassion and an

          6  abiding recognition of the good found within all;

          7  and

          8                 Whereas: In the truest and strongest

          9  tradition of the American community, the Polish

         10  American Congress has since its founding in 1944

         11  striven mightily and successfully in maintaining for

         12  the world Polish community and particularly the

         13  people of Poland the constant hope of freedom; and

         14                 Whereas: In pursuit of this sacred

         15  goal, the people of Poland have laid down their

         16  lives in opposing the threat of Nazism as well as

         17  the horror of Soviet brutality, and in doing so have

         18  emerged as a potent and enduring force for the

         19  world's greater good; and

         20                 Whereas: This year signals six

         21  decades since the ending of World War II, we are

         22  honored and grateful that the Polish-American

         23  Congress has emerged as a bulwark of democracy and

         24  decency so that never again would the world Polish

         25  community be victimized by those opposed to the
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          2  worth of the individual; and, now, therefore;

          3                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          4  City of New York most gratefully honors THE

          5  POLISH-AMERICAN CONGRESS for their sterling

          6  contribution to the Family of Man, and joins with

          7  their colleagues in celebrating the good will they

          8  have generated these many years.

          9                 Signed this 10th day of November in

         10  the year Two Thousand and Four, Gifford Miller,

         11  Speaker for the Entire Council; David I. Weprin,

         12  Council Member, 23rd District, Queens.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, we are so

         14  honored to have you here today and to join with you

         15  in remembering a terrible moment in our world's

         16  history 60 years ago.

         17                 But it is so important for us to

         18  remember that moment in time, because time marches

         19  on, and sadly there have been other atrocities in

         20  the history of this world for the last 60 years but

         21  we must remember what happened if we are to ensure

         22  as we go forward that we don't repeat history.

         23                 So, we honor your mission, we honor

         24  our fallen, and we thank you for being with us. And

         25  President Mulinski, we'd be very honored if you
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          2  would say a few words.

          3                 MR. MULINSKI: Thank you, Councilman

          4  Miller.

          5                 We appreciate the Council of the City

          6  of New York recognizing the organization which we

          7  formed in 1944. The purpose of that organization was

          8  to protect and speak out on behalf of Poland. We

          9  were formed right in the middle of World War II,

         10  just days before the invasion of Normandy on D Day.

         11                 While the war ended for most

         12  countries in 1945, however, Russian and Soviet

         13  armies remained on Poli soil until 1989.

         14                 So, democracy has just been reborn in

         15  Poland in 1989, and we appreciate the recognition

         16  that this Chamber is affording to Poland and the

         17  Polish American Congress.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Well, and we

         20  certainly have a very strong and historical

         21  relationships built over many years between the

         22  United States and Poland, which has been

         23  strengthened in the recent years, and it's a great

         24  tribute to the Polish-American Congress that that

         25  has occurred. So, thank you for that.
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          2                 Thank you all so much. Thank you.

          3                 Council Member Vallone, I know that

          4  you have some special guests today, and it's an

          5  important moment as we recognize those who are

          6  continuing to fight for independence for Cyprus, and

          7  Council Member Vallone, we would be grateful if you

          8  would introduce our special guests.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Yes, today we

         10  are here to celebrate the 44th anniversary of the

         11  independence of Cyprus from the United Kingdom. It's

         12  one of the last countries of the entire world to get

         13  their independence from the United Kingdom.

         14                 It's very personal to me because I

         15  represent the largest population of Cypriots

         16  anywhere probably outside of Cyprus, and also my

         17  Chief of Staff, George Mihaltses, is half Cypriot.

         18  So, this is a big day for you, George. We're going

         19  to go celebrate later.

         20                 Which side? Mom or dad?

         21                 MR. MIHALTSES: Mom.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Mom is from

         23  Cyprus.

         24                 As we all know, the Turkish invaded

         25  Cyprus in 1974, and we're working very hard to get
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          2  them out of Cyprus, but that's not why we're here

          3  today. We're here often to support Cyprus and their

          4  cause, but today we're celebrating their

          5  independence, and I am honored to have with us today

          6  the honorable Martha Mavermatus, who is Consul

          7  General of Cyprus and who has a few words to say for

          8  us.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Actually, before she

         10  says anything, we'll have the clerk read the

         11  proclamation, and then we'll have you say a few

         12  words, if you will.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

         14  York, Proclamation.

         15                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         16  New York is proud to honor the people of Cyprus on

         17  the 44th Anniversary of their Independence and

         18  wishes for them all of the rewards of freedom and

         19  self-determination; and

         20                 Whereas: October 1, 2004 marks the

         21  44th Anniversary of the Independence of Cyprus,

         22  commemorating the end of the Cypriot Liberation

         23  Struggle, one that stretches back to Richard the

         24  Lionheart's conquest in 1191; and

         25                 Whereas: The Council of the City of
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          2  New York joins the Cypriot people in celebrating

          3  their hard-won independence, as the victory of human

          4  freedom is one that all should laud; and

          5                 Whereas: The continuing presence of

          6  Turkish occupation forces on the island prevents

          7  many from taking part in the benefits of

          8  independence; and

          9                 Whereas: This occupation has had a

         10  devastating effect on the people of Cyprus,

         11  resulting in the destruction of archaeological

         12  sites, the desecration of places of worship and the

         13  pillage of historical artifacts which are not only

         14  testimony to the 9,000 year old Cypriot culture, but

         15  part of humanity's common cultural patrimony; and

         16                 Whereas: The Cypriots' ongoing

         17  struggle for freedom is one which calls for

         18  celebration for the profound victories they have

         19  already won, and for encouragement and support that

         20  they may one day achieve full autonomy; and

         21                 Whereas: It is fitting that all New

         22  Yorkers join their fellow citizens of Cypriot

         23  ancestry as they celebrate the 44th anniversary of

         24  Cypriot independence, keeping foremost in their

         25  thoughts the modern day struggle by the Republic of
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          2  Cyprus against oppressive forces which threaten the

          3  promising future and freedom of their proud nation;

          4  now, therefore

          5                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          6  City of New York commemorates the 44th Anniversary

          7  of Cyprus Independence Day and offers its sincerest

          8  wishes for the hope and well-being of the Cypriot

          9  people.

         10                 Signed by Gifford Miller, Speaker for

         11  the Entire Council; Peter F. Vallone, Jr., Council

         12  Member, 22nd District, Queens.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you so much for

         14  all that you've done to promote the cause of Cyprus

         15  and to promote the strong relationship between the

         16  United States and Cyprus.

         17                 Consul General, we would be very

         18  honored if you would say a few words.

         19                 CONSUL GENERAL MAVERMATUS: Thank you.

         20  Mr. Miller, I should thank you for all your support,

         21  and Mr. Peter Vallone, and everybody, for supporting

         22  out struggle.

         23                 You are very right, Peter, we are

         24  here to celebrate the 44th anniversary of Cyprus,

         25  its independence from the British. But we should not
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          2  forget that Cyprus is the only divided country in

          3  the European union right now, and with people like

          4  you supporting us and with our Greek community,

          5  which I'm very proud of the Greek community, we're

          6  going to continue our struggle until the Turkish

          7  troops are withdrawn from Cyprus and until we have a

          8  united Cyprus for all Cypriots. We have a democracy

          9  just like here in the United States.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         11                 Council Member Oddo and Council

         12  Member Rivera.

         13                 We have some very special guests

         14  today. This month is Epilepsy Awareness Month, and

         15  we appreciate all that you've done to make this City

         16  and this country more aware of the terrible problems

         17  of epilepsy, but also the treatments that are

         18  available and the work that can be done in order to

         19  address the needs of those who are suffering with

         20  this disease, and we would be very honored if the

         21  clerk could read the proclamation.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council, City of

         23  New York, Proclamation.

         24                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         25  New York is pleased and proud to join all New
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          2  Yorkers in proclaiming November 2004 as "Epilepsy

          3  Awareness Month"; and

          4                 Whereas: Epilepsy is a serious health

          5  problem in the City of New York. Epilepsy and

          6  recurrent seizures directly affect 120,000 citizens

          7  within our City, and a disproportionate number of

          8  these cases, 70,000, affect people of color.

          9  Epileptic seizures are also the most common

         10  neurological disorder of childhood; and

         11                 Whereas: The lack of awareness and

         12  understanding of the hidden signs of seizures are

         13  significant barriers to the early diagnosis and

         14  treatment of epilepsy in children; undiagnosed

         15  epilepsy in children can cause learning

         16  disabilities, behavior changes and safety risks; and

         17                 Whereas: The lack of awareness and

         18  understanding of the hidden signs of seizure are

         19  significant barriers to the early diagnosis and

         20  treatment of epilepsy in children; undiagnosed

         21  epilepsy in children can cause learning

         22  disabilities, behavior changes and safety risks; and

         23                 Whereas: School professionals and

         24  early childhood educators have indicated their need

         25  for comprehensive training to better assist children
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          2  and families living with epilepsy; and

          3                 Whereas: Early diagnosis offers the

          4  individual with epilepsy the best chance of

          5  treatment success and a future free of seizures; and

          6                 Whereas: The Epilepsy Foundation of

          7  New York City and its "Outreach to People of Color"

          8  campaign seeks to inform families, teachers, school

          9  nurses, daycare personnel and other childcare

         10  providers about common and little known symptoms of

         11  epilepsy; and

         12                 Whereas: The City Council would like

         13  to encourage this program and other programs that

         14  seek to educate the public about epilepsy; now

         15  therefore

         16                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         17  City of New York does hereby proclaim November 2004

         18  as EPILEPSY AWARENESS MONTH in the City of New York.

         19                 Signed by Gifford Miller, Speaker of

         20  the Entire Council; Joel Rivera, Majority Leader,

         21  Council Member, 15th District, Bronx; James S. Oddo,

         22  Minority Leader, Council Member 50th District,

         23  Staten Island.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         25                 We are so appreciative of your
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          2  efforts, and I think everyone in the Council knows

          3  how hard you've worked on this, but more

          4  importantly, what you've done in terms of getting

          5  information out to the general public, and we'd be

          6  honored if you would say a few words here.

          7                 PARTICIPANT: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

          8  Mr. Minority Leader, I appreciate your support with

          9  this.

         10                 I am real pleased to announce this

         11  afternoon that the Epilepsy Foundation of New York

         12  City, in coordination with Novartis Pharmaceuticals,

         13  is going to launch a major Latino Outreach Campaign

         14  focusing on the Bronx. This will be the largest,

         15  frankly the largest financial endeavor ever by any

         16  epilepsy organization in the country.

         17                 So, we're looking forward to this

         18  with great anticipation.

         19                 Another thing, next week the

         20  Comptroller, Mr. Thompson, is going to celebrate

         21  Disability Awareness Month, and honor to Mr. Tony

         22  Cuello, who is a former democratic leader, Whip of

         23  the House, and author of the ADA, and he'll be here

         24  in Chambers that night to receive lifetime

         25  achievement award, and it would be nice to see some
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          2  of you there.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Roll call.

          4                 Excuse me. Before roll call, we'll do

          5  the Pledge of Allegiance.

          6                 All stand. Face the flag.

          7                 I pledge allegiance to the flag of

          8  the United States of America and to the republic for

          9  which it stands, one nation, under God, indivisible,

         10  with liberty and justice for all.

         11                 Roll call.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Present.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Present.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         19  present.

         20                 Invocation to be delivered by

         21  Jonathan Glass. All rise. Quiet, please.

         22                 RABBI GLASS: Men and women of the

         23  City Council, this meeting finds itself situated

         24  between two great dates on our calendar. Yesterday

         25  we commemorated 66 years since the event that has
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          2  now been known as Crystalna, and tomorrow is

          3  Veterans Day. I believe that we can connect the two

          4  in the sense that our veterans must be eternally

          5  appreciated for their role in defeating the tyranny

          6  and tolerance that leads to a Crystalna.

          7                 Of course, we also hope for a time

          8  when society will maintain its moral fiber without

          9  the use of arms. Let that process begin wit this

         10  meeting of our City Council.

         11                 Amen.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         13  Member Fidler, would you call for the spreading of

         14  the invocation?

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I would move

         16  to spread the invocation in full upon the record.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 Mr. Speaker.

         19                 Adoption of the Minutes.

         20                 Charles, adoption of the minutes.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I make a

         22  motion that the minutes be spread into the record.

         23                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 Messages and Papers from the Mayor.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 362.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Transportation.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 363 and 364.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rules, Privileges and

          6  Elections.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 365.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Received, Ordered,

          9  Printed and Filed.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

         11  and Communications.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

         14  Call-Ups.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 366, 367,

         16  368, 369 and 370.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: All coupled on the

         18  Call-Up vote.

         19                 At this point I would ask the clerk

         20  to call the roll on all items coupled on the Land

         21  Use Call-Up vote.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: I'd like to

          6  be marked present, and vote aye. Thank you.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          4                 (No response.)

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

         11  all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I would like

         16  to be marked present and aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         10  Today's Land Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of

         11  44 in the affirmative, zero in the negative.

         12                 Communication from the Speaker.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, we're

         14  doing a number of important pieces of legislation

         15  today, and I'd like to give some of the sponsors and

         16  the chairs of the relevant committees an opportunity

         17  to say a few words on it.

         18                 First is a package of legislation

         19  governing school violence in our City. Regrettably

         20  too many children in this City go to school in fear,

         21  fear of intimidation, fear of violence, and too many

         22  teachers are unable to complete their lessons and to

         23  give kids what they need because of a culture which

         24  is not focused on safety in every single school.

         25                 The package of legislation that we're
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          2  passing today will go directly at the heart of that

          3  problem. It will go first and foremost to making

          4  sure that we actually know where problems are

          5  arising.

          6                 Incredibly, last year, when the Mayor

          7  announced that he wanted to go into the 12 most

          8  dangerous schools and help turn those schools

          9  around, they chose 12 schools, and when the

         10  statistics finally came out months and months and

         11  months later, it turned out that only one of those

         12  12 actually was among the 12 most dangerous schools

         13  in the City.

         14                 That's unacceptable.

         15                 It's also unacceptable for parents

         16  not to have basic information that they need in

         17  order to ensure that they can make smart decisions

         18  about where their children are attending school.

         19                 You could go on line today and find

         20  out what your child is having for lunch, and you

         21  can't find out how many violent incidents there have

         22  been in your school in the past month or two months

         23  or a year. That is wrong, and it will change with

         24  the legislation we pass today.

         25                 We also know that school cameras can
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          2  help ensure safety in our schools, and the

          3  legislation we pass today will build on our work in

          4  adding dollars to the capital budget for school

          5  cameras, 120 million over the next five years.

          6                 It will build on that work, and it

          7  will ensure that every school has cameras, who needs

          8  them. That is real progress in focusing on the fight

          9  against violence in our schools.

         10                 And, finally, our school safety

         11  agents need help.

         12                 The legislation that we're passing

         13  today will ensure that every school has to report

         14  how many safety agents there are, and that we can

         15  then work to work with the community, with

         16  principals, with teachers, elected officials and

         17  others, to hold those who are currently engaged in

         18  moving school safety agents from one school to

         19  another when a problem pops up, literally robbing

         20  Peter to pay Paul.

         21                 We can work to actually assure that

         22  we have enough safety agents in every school to

         23  protect every child. It's a sensible package, I want

         24  to thank in particular Chairwoman Eva Moskowitz of

         25  the Education Committee, and also Peter Vallone,
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          2  Jr., who is the sponsor of two of these pieces of

          3  legislation and the Chair of the Public Safety

          4  Committee, Council Member Vallone, if you would like

          5  to say a few words.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you,

          7  Mr. Speaker.

          8                 Today is the culmination of almost

          9  two years worth of work on these bills. Regarding

         10  school cameras, the evidence is clear, cameras

         11  prevent crimes, they stop truancy, they stop

         12  intruders, and they may in fact prevent terrorist

         13  activities.

         14                 You know, at the time I introduced

         15  this bill, the Administration had no plans to put

         16  cameras into the schools and no money in the budget.

         17  Now they have a real plan, and we have $119 million

         18  to start accomplishing this goal. I would like to

         19  thank the Administration for working together with

         20  us towards this goal. It's a big first step towards

         21  our goal of putting cameras into every school.

         22                 I would like to thank Council Member

         23  Oddo for his leadership on this issue. Regarding

         24  crime statistics on the web, I have a daughter in

         25  the fifth grade, as I looked for middle schools, I
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          2  could not find crime statistics on the web. I could

          3  find what they could have for lunch, but not crime

          4  statistics.

          5                 Now parents will be able to make

          6  informed choices, they will be able to get crime

          7  statistics on the web. I would like to thank all my

          8  Council members on the Public Safety Committee and

          9  Education Committee, especially Eva Moskowitz, and

         10  regarding both of these bills, and all three of them

         11  actually, Speaker Miller, without his support this

         12  would not be happening today. I think we take a big

         13  step today towards keeping our kids safe.

         14                 Thank you, Speaker.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         16                 I would also like the prime sponsor

         17  of the safety agent legislation, Al Van, have an

         18  opportunity to say a few words.

         19                 Al Vann.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Yes, thank you,

         21  Mr. Speaker, my colleagues. I think this is an

         22  interesting third compliment to this package of

         23  bills delivering school safety, a very critical

         24  piece. It essentially calls for a review, an annual

         25  review and assessment of the need for school safety
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          2  agents at each school operated by the Department of

          3  Education.

          4                 Even though State law requires a

          5  safety plan to come from each school district, it

          6  doesn't really speak to safety agents. And so I

          7  think it's very important that we have this

          8  assessment, particularly since safety agents are

          9  trained specifically to deal with children behavior,

         10  and they are unarmed. Unarmed. I think that is very,

         11  very important.

         12                 I know earlier in the year the Mayor

         13  called for cops to be in certain schools that were

         14  having some problems, and he said he would have a

         15  school (sic) next to each kid in order to maintain

         16  safety, responding to the need at the time. And that

         17  may be a good thing, but we think it is better to

         18  have a trained adult there who is not -- who

         19  specifically know how to deal with children, how to

         20  bring a greater measure of safety to the children

         21  and to the community at large.

         22                 This is a very significant piece. I

         23  hope everyone will support it. It calls for, again,

         24  an annual review, assessment of where all the school

         25  safety agents are within the school district so we
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          2  can better learn how to deploy them, and at some

          3  point it should not be necessary to have police

          4  officers in the school, they should be staffed with

          5  safety agents.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, thank

          8  you, Council Member Vann, for your leadership,

          9  Council Member Vallone, Council Member Moskowitz and

         10  all of the members who are sponsors of this

         11  legislation.

         12                 I'd also like to give Council Member

         13  Melinda Katz an opportunity to speak on the subject

         14  of these land use issues that are before us today.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Mr.

         16  Speaker.

         17                 Today we have the opportunity to vote

         18  --

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Be quiet,

         20  please. Everybody please be quiet so we can hear

         21  your colleagues.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Today in front

         23  of us is an application to vote on a mixed used

         24  building in Harlem at Park and 125th Street.

         25                 This is a building that many of you
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          2  have been reading about in the newspapers, it's

          3  caused quite a bit of attention over the last few

          4  weeks.

          5                 One of the reasons it's caused such

          6  big attention in the media is that it's going to be

          7  the first major hotel in Harlem in generations.

          8                 It's going to bring in about 900 jobs

          9  into the area, union jobs. The money is already

         10  there for private investment. It is going to be a

         11  private sector investment in the City.

         12                 The building application calls for

         13  two floors of retail space, five floors of

         14  commercial space, 11 floors of residential space,

         15  and 12 floors of hotel space which will be the

         16  Marriot Hotel.

         17                 I would really like to thank

         18  leadership and also Council Member Perkins for his

         19  work on this hotel.

         20                 As I'm sure you'll hear from Council

         21  Member Perkins, there have been many disagreements

         22  on this.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         24  please.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Just to give a
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          2  little bit of the history on this application, the

          3  original application was 550 feet high. At the

          4  community board it was negotiated to make it 518

          5  feet high with the City Planning Commission, and

          6  that is what the community board passed, 518 feet.

          7  That was passed then by the Borough President, and

          8  then when it got to the Council, because of

          9  objections by the Council member, the applicant

         10  agreed to lower it even more, to 478 feet.

         11                 I think it's a very good compromise

         12  for this area. The fact that it's going to bring so

         13  many jobs into the City of New York, and the fact

         14  that it is going to be a building which in and of

         15  itself will become an icon, we believe is the right

         16  move to make for the City of New York.

         17                 That will be on the floor today,

         18  Council members, ladies and gentlemen, my

         19  colleagues, and we urge your support on this

         20  legislation.

         21                 I would like to also thank, by the

         22  way, the staff who worked so diligently to make sure

         23  that this compromised is reached.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Madam

         25  Chair.
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          2                 I also want to thank you and the

          3  staff's work. I want to thank Councilman Perkins for

          4  his work in ensuring that we are where we are at

          5  this point. I know that he is still not convinced

          6  personally of the merits of this project, but

          7  certainly I think that it's fair to say that this

          8  project would be taller and be a different project,

          9  were it not for his involvement, and thank him for

         10  his work on this and all of my colleagues for their

         11  work on the Land Use Committee in bringing this

         12  project forward.

         13                 And with that, I conclude my

         14  communication.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         16  of General Orders.

         17                 Council Member Perkins.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         19  very much, Madam Chair. And I want to extend my

         20  appreciation to my colleagues for their compliments

         21  on what I have been trying to do with regard to this

         22  project.

         23                 But let me just say, as a marathon

         24  runner in past years, I became familiar with many of

         25  the communities around our wonderful city. From
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          2  Bensonhurst to Long Island City, from Yorkville to

          3  Morrisania, I have seen and I have been in many of

          4  the communities that you, my colleagues, represent.

          5                 I ask you now to imagine yourself

          6  back in your community, a community that is working

          7  perhaps to come up with a contextual zoning plan

          8  that allows for development, of course, but

          9  development that fits in with the need of the whole

         10  community.

         11                 Imagine now that a hotel is proposed

         12  for your community. Jumping the gun on your local

         13  zoning plans, according even to the City Planning

         14  Commission. Imagine that what was once a 20-story

         15  project grew to over 50 stories, more than twice as

         16  large as the highest building in your community,

         17  there in amongst your six- and ten-story buildings.

         18  Imagine that a large part of that so-called hotel is

         19  now going to be luxury apartments priced at $600 per

         20  square foot, way out of reach of your constituents,

         21  and no hotel workers needed in the apartments.

         22                 Imagine that the project is spot

         23  zoned, out of any context of zoning in your

         24  community. Imagine that abandoned oil tanks from

         25  abandoned gas stations on the property are
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          2  discovered but there is no plan for dealing with the

          3  toxic oil leaks, PCBs, and now imagine your

          4  colleagues and others come to tell you that they

          5  understand this project is not good for your

          6  community, but that it is "good for the City." What

          7  would you response be? More specifically, how would

          8  you vote if this project came to this body, this

          9  chamber?

         10                 I'll tell you what my response is

         11  going to be. I'm voting no. I'm voting no because

         12  there is no such thing as being bad for a community

         13  but good for the City. If it is bad for my district,

         14  El Barrio or Harlem or the Upper West Side, or for

         15  your district, Chelsea or Park Slope, then it is not

         16  good for the City. Back to the drawing board. Any

         17  project can be made both good for the City and good

         18  for the community in my district or yours. Any

         19  project. That can be done if there's a will to do

         20  it.

         21                 So until that will is found in the

         22  Mayor' Office, in the Planning Commission, and in

         23  other offices, I'm voting no. Thank you very much.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Barron.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I'd like to

          3  join my voice in joining Council Member Perkins.

          4                 I think this City Council, normally

          5  we support the local elected official when it comes

          6  to projects in their district. I think Council

          7  Member Perkins is best to indicate to us what is

          8  good for his district.

          9                 I don't appreciate the fact that now

         10  we're saying even though the local Council member

         11  says it's not good for his district, but it's good

         12  for the City so we're going to go ahead and vote

         13  against the wishes of a local Council member. I

         14  think the Council has an opportunity now to say no

         15  to that. We should support our local Council member.

         16  He outlined it eloquently. He did his research. He

         17  talked to members of his community. And there may be

         18  some divide on the community on the issue. But when

         19  the Council member can so clearly articulate

         20  something that's not good for his community, we

         21  should support that. We do it with everybody else,

         22  and we should not do it today. I think it's very

         23  important for us to support Council Member Perkins.

         24                 I want to applaud him for his courage

         25  to stand up for what is good for his community.
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          2  We're starting a dangerous precedent here and we can

          3  let others decide what's good for our local

          4  community. And I think we should support Council

          5  Member Perkins and vote no.

          6                 I also intend to vote no on the

          7  police security camera, or the security cameras in

          8  school. We have police in our schools. We have other

          9  safety issues in our school. We need other than

         10  policing and security in our schools, we need pools,

         11  we need better, smaller class sizes, we need other

         12  kinds of programs in our schools. If you've got

         13  money for cameras, then you should have money for

         14  computers.

         15                 Don't put a police next to each

         16  child, put a computer and textbook next to each

         17  child.

         18                 Thank you very much, Madam Chair.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         20  nobody else, Report of Special Committees.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         23  Standing Committees.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         25  Committee on Education.
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          2                 Intro. 150-A.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Mr. Speaker.

          4                 Mr. Speaker, we're on number 11.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Great.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: 150-A.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

          8  on General Order Calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 226-A.

         10                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         11  on the General Order Calendar.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 322-A.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         14  on the General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         16  Committee on Finance.

         17                 Intro. 410.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         19  General Order Calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Preconsidered

         21  Reso 675.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         23  General Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         25  Committee on Land Use.
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          2                 LU 223 and companion Reso 677.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 298 and

          5  companion Reso 678.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 299, and

          8  companion Reso 679.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         11  Committee on Public Safety.

         12                 Intro. 150-A.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         14  on General Order Calendar.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 226-A.

         16                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         17  on the General Order Calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 322-A.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         20  on the General Order Calendar.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         22  Order Calendar.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 127-A.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Intro. 403-A.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Laid over.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 286 and

          4  companion Reso 680.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          6  General Order Calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 287 and

          8  companion Reso 681.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 288 and

         11  companion Reso 682.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         14  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         16                 At this point I would ask the clerk

         17  to call the roll on all items coupled on General

         18  Order Calendar.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I vote no on

          3  Intro. 150-A, and I vote no on Resolution -- I vote

          4  no on 286, 287 and 288; and aye on all the rest.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: May I be

          9  excused to explain my vote?

         10                 I am going to vote aye on all, but I

         11  listened very carefully to what Council Member

         12  Perkins said regarding the hotel, it's my

         13  understanding that Community Board and others in the

         14  community are supportive.

         15                 Having been through this in a certain

         16  sense with a much larger buildings in terms of Time

         17  Warner and working with the Mandarin Oriental Hotel

         18  and getting out of 300 jobs, 286 for the community,

         19  I've been asking if when the project is set and

         20  done, if it's union, and I've been told yes,

         21  although that's very unusual for the Marriott, and I

         22  would suggest that every single job in that building

         23  should go to the neighborhood, and that that's

         24  something that should start now.

         25                 I know that construction will be

                                                            50

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  unionized and that's a different story and a

          3  different fight.

          4                 I also want to comment on the

          5  security cameras. I will vote aye. I know that

          6  Council Member Vallone has worked hard on this, but

          7  my preference is for as many human beings in the

          8  building and the security agents in my experience

          9  are community receptive, and I obviously support

         10  Council Member Vann and his efforts. So, although

         11  we're supportive of the notion of security, I wish

         12  it was in human beings and not what I'm told is

         13  about $75,000 per camera, and I'm never sure if it

         14  really accomplishes the purpose.

         15                 I vote aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: May I be

         20  excused to explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I also want to

         23  acknowledge the efforts of Council Member Perkins. I

         24  think it brings us some very relevant issues

         25  regarding community and the understanding of a
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          2  community vis-a-vis large projects.

          3                 There is some confusion in my mind as

          4  to the entire process of this thing, and

          5  understanding how the projects get started and get

          6  restarted, but there is also an underlying process

          7  that was done with approval. So, I think that we

          8  need to look at how that process was done. Maybe we

          9  can improve that process so that there's more

         10  clarity along the lines of the process.

         11                 I'm troubled by everything he has

         12  laid out today. I hope that those issues can get

         13  resolved with his satisfaction.

         14                 I'm also going to vote for the camera

         15  bill. I can tell you that within my community and in

         16  talking with teachers and administrators from around

         17  the City, they need to have safety and security

         18  within their buildings.

         19                 They need to be able to -- and this

         20  is not acting as a police state, this will actually

         21  protect students from breaking into the buildings,

         22  protect people from sneaking through the side doors,

         23  there are some schools that have some entrances in

         24  parts of the building that children normally don't

         25  travel through but people will go there to do
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          2  illegal activities, or activities that are not

          3  conducive to the school environment.

          4                 I have personally been approached by

          5  many schools in my district requesting security

          6  cameras to monitor those locations so that they can

          7  protect their children.

          8                 I do agree, however, that the cost of

          9  these cameras are unnecessarily high. That's

         10  something that can be addressed if we look at that

         11  through this body. To spend so much money on one

         12  security camera seems to be ridiculous, but I vote

         13  aye on all bills. Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Advocate,

         18  may I have a moment to explain my vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I, too, would

         21  like to acknowledge the work that was done by my

         22  colleague and the Chair of the Public Safety

         23  Committee Peter Vallone on the school security

         24  camera bill.

         25                 Initially when I first started
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          2  reading the bill, I was against it, I would say. But

          3  after reading that, in the language of the bill that

          4  people should expect privacy in areas where privacy

          5  is expected, like bathrooms or gym locker rooms,

          6  those areas won't be monitored in this bill, and I

          7  thought that was very important.

          8                 In areas where people when a school

          9  building should not expect privacy is where the

         10  Board of Education has the authority to place these

         11  cameras, so I support that.

         12                 I also would like to congratulate my

         13  colleague Council Member Vann on the review of the

         14  School Safety Agents. I can't remember right now how

         15  many parents have requested this for a long time,

         16  and I'm glad that he thought of putting it in

         17  legislation, and I also want to acknowledge the work

         18  that's done by my colleague Council Member Perkins

         19  on his Land Use items, and I'll do so by voting no

         20  on LU 286, 287 and 288 and aye on all others.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

          3  Public Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to

          4  explain my vote?

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I'm going

          7  to be voting aye on all coupled general orders with

          8  the exception of Intro. 322-A. And I wanted to

          9  express my appreciation to my colleagues, Peter

         10  Vallone, and my Minority Leader James Oddo to move

         11  forward on Intro. 150-A. I think this is an

         12  excellent start and I do hope it leads to have

         13  security cameras in each and every one of our

         14  schools all across the City of New York.

         15                 In particular, there are many schools

         16  within my district, some of whom have six to eight

         17  different entrances and exits. It's impossible for

         18  the limited number of school safety officers to make

         19  sure that those are protected. Security cameras are

         20  essential in our public schools and I really thank

         21  my colleague Peter Vallone for bringing this issue

         22  to the forefront and making sure this bill is voted

         23  on today.

         24                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Pass.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

         13  Advocate, to explain my vote?

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Just very

         16  quickly, Alonzo reminded me that the building is

         17  really -- oh, they didn't call me? I'm sorry.

         18                 I want to speak twice. No, just

         19  kidding.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Pass.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: I vote aye

         24  on all, I vote aye on all general orders and all

         25  Land Use Call-Ups.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Just for the

          4  record, any time someone passes, I want the

          5  opportunity to speak.

          6                 Staff reminded me that the building

          7  for the Marriot Hotel is 453 feet, just to make sure

          8  the record is accurate, as opposed to the 478 that I

          9  mentioned.

         10                 Once again, I would just like to

         11  thank the staff of the Land Use Division, which

         12  always comes through in a clinch, and also to thank

         13  Council Member Tony Avella for the work that the

         14  Subcommittee did. A lot of the work is done here at

         15  the Subcommittee level as well, and he ran an

         16  excellent committee getting the testimony from all

         17  sides of the issue.

         18                 Thank you. I vote aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Madam

          9  Chair, I would like to vote aye on all, with the

         10  exception of Land Use 286, 287, 288, I vote no.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Permission to

         19  explain my vote?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: First of all,

         22  let me express my appreciation again to our staff,

         23  that even though we disagree, we're as forthcoming

         24  as possible, in terms of the technicality of this

         25  legislation.
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          2                 Clearly I'm voting again no for Land

          3  Use 286, 287, 288. And I want us to understand that

          4  we, this pass is setting a precedent, a slippery

          5  slope, in which any time you get involved with a

          6  zoning process with the Land Use, with the City

          7  Planning Commission, don't expect them to respect

          8  it, because they will know that you won't respect

          9  it, if you don't respect it in this instance, and

         10  that they won't be able to go forward.

         11                 I also want to take a moment to

         12  express my congratulations to Assemblyman Vann and

         13  to -- I mean Council Member Vann, and to Council

         14  Member Vallone, however, I'm going to abstain in the

         15  cameras in our schools. I find cameras very

         16  intrusive. The jury is out in terms of exactly where

         17  these cameras are going to be, exactly how they're

         18  going to be used, who is going to monitor them and

         19  other administrative matters that are of great

         20  concern of mine, especially in light of the fact

         21  that cameras in public housing have proven to be

         22  abused.

         23                 As you may recall, a mother in my

         24  district's son committed suicide and that suicide

         25  wound up on the Internet in a pornographic Internet
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          2  site.

          3                 There are some control mechanisms

          4  that I'm concerned about with regard to how these

          5  cameras are being used in public facilities,

          6  especially and including our public schools.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Permission to

         18  explain my vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I have

         21  certain freedom concerns about cameras that I think

         22  that we always should look out for, that we are

         23  accepting that we are losing our privacy more and

         24  more, and we should not do that. Freedoms are not

         25  free, I will remind everyone.
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          2                 However, there is an issue of safety

          3  here, public safety, and with much trepidation I'm

          4  going to vote yes for that.

          5                 I am abstaining on Land Use issues

          6  286, 287 and 288; and yes to everything else.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: May I be

         17  briefly excused?

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you. I

         20  just want to address some of the concerns I've

         21  heard. Regarding the cost of the cameras, they can

         22  be installed, and I've done this in my local schools

         23  for as little as $75,000 a school. This cost will

         24  probably be decreasing over time as technology

         25  increases.
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          2                 For example, very soon you'll be able

          3  to run these things over existing phone lines, which

          4  will bring the costs down.

          5                 Number two, I, too, support more

          6  security guards in schools, more school safety

          7  officers. However, this 119 million is capital money

          8  over a five-year period, it is not expense money

          9  where we fund our security guards.

         10                 And number three, these cameras will

         11  not be placed anywhere where students have an

         12  expectation of privacy.

         13                 So, I am proud to vote aye on all

         14  today. Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: May I explain my

         17  vote, Madam Chair?

         18                 Madam Chair?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you.

         21                 It's been an operating principle with

         22  me, not an absolute mandate to support the interests

         23  of a member in his or her particular district,

         24  unless of course there is overwhelming evidence to

         25  the contrary, which I do not find to be in the case,
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          2  of LU 286, 287, 288. So, therefore, I vote aye on

          3  all issues, except on LU 286, 287, 288 I vote no.

          4                 Thank you, Madam Chair.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Madam Chair,

         11  may I be excused to explain my vote?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you.

         14                 While I'm not a member of the Land

         15  Use Committee or the Subcommittees that Land Use

         16  286, 287 and 288 are in front of, I do have a very

         17  special working relationship with my colleague, Bill

         18  Perkins, the Council Member whose district that it

         19  represents, and understanding that development in

         20  Harlem is booming all over the place, obviously my

         21  colleague has some issues and concerns that have not

         22  been addressed, and as a result of those concerns,

         23  he is voting no. And in solidarity with my colleague

         24  from Harlem, and I also represent part of Harlem,

         25  him and I represent all of Harlem, I must vote no on
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          2  LU 286 and Reso 680, LU 287 and Reso 681, and LU 288

          3  and Reso 682, and I vote aye on everything else.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: I vote aye with

          7  the exception of LU 286, 287 and 288. Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: I vote yes, and

         10  Madam Public Advocate, I ask for unanimous consent

         11  to vote yes on all Land Use Call-Ups.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         16  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: When each of us

         19  drafts a piece of legislation, and I think we do so

         20  with the hope and the intent that it will get

         21  enacted, but deep or relatively deep into our

         22  legislative careers, I think we all realize that

         23  sometimes by simply introducing a piece of

         24  legislation, you can have the victory of having

         25  people talk about an issue or move an issue.
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          2                 I would like to commend the Chairman

          3  of the Public Safety Committee, Peter Vallone, for

          4  moving this issue on cameras.

          5                 As he said, we started out at point 0

          6  and here we are with a five-year plan and $120

          7  million later.

          8                 I've spent in my district a million

          9  dollars over the last two fiscal years to put

         10  cameras in my schools, and I was at one of my

         11  schools a month ago that now has 16 cameras, and

         12  whereas prior I had a school safety agent who was

         13  relatively fixed at the door, I now have a school

         14  safety agent who can be at 16 places at once.

         15                 So, I would just like to commend the

         16  Chairman of the Committee for working hard to see

         17  that all of the schools of the City of New York have

         18  the same level of safety that PS 41 has in Staten

         19  Island, and with that, I vote aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Madam Public

         22  Advocate, may I please be excused to explain my

         23  vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very
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          2  much.

          3                 Our children expect two things when

          4  they go to school, a good quality education and to

          5  be safe.

          6                 And I'd like to commend Council

          7  Member Vallone for his efforts to push forward this

          8  piece of legislation, because it's important to

          9  remember that every single day, and every single day

         10  our children, you know, run the risk of being

         11  harassed in their schools, they run the risk of

         12  being victimized within their schools.

         13                 We've all heard the horrific events

         14  of girls getting raped and boys getting beaten up,

         15  and we even saw in the news last night, I think it

         16  was in Jersey, where there was a videotape of a boy

         17  getting beat up by a group of kids. So, we've got to

         18  make sure that we do everything within our power to

         19  monitor and to protect our children and video

         20  surveillance technology goes a long way to make sure

         21  that we can identify the perpetrators or those that

         22  are harassing our innocent children.

         23                 We can never forget what Council

         24  Member Barron said also, we need to provide our kids

         25  with the resources to get a good quality education,
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          2  such as technology like computers, science labs and

          3  resources so that they will be up to par with the

          4  rest of the State and the rest of the City of New

          5  York. So, again, I would like to commend the Council

          6  Member Peter Vallone and Council Member Vann for all

          7  of their efforts to make sure that our children will

          8  be protected.

          9                 Thank you. And I vote aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Miller.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Excuse me. I

         13  would like to read the results of the roll call,

         14  please.

         15                 All items on today's General Order

         16  Calendar were adopted by a vote of 47 in the

         17  affirmative, zero in the negative, zero abstentions;

         18  with the exception of Intro. 150-A, which was

         19  adopted by a vote of 45 in the affirmative, one in

         20  the negative and one abstention; and LU 286 and Reso

         21  680, which was adopted by a vote of 39 in the

         22  affirmative, seven in the negative and one

         23  abstention; and LU 287 and Reso 681, adopted by 39

         24  in the affirmative, seven in the negative, one

         25  abstention; and LU 288 and Reso 682, which is
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          2  adopted by 39 in the affirmative, seven in the

          3  negative, one abstention, and Intro. 322-A, which

          4  was adopted by 47 in the affirmative, one in the

          5  negative and zero abstentions. And revised Land Use

          6  Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 47 in the

          7  affirmative, zero in the negative.

          8                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

         10  referred to the Committee as indicated on the

         11  schedule.

         12                 I also just want to note that we have

         13  been joined here by Jack Sharte' who is the Chief of

         14  Staff for the State Comptroller. Jack, thank you for

         15  all your service and for joining us here at this

         16  meeting. Jack, thank you for being here.

         17                 And I'd also like to take this moment

         18  to congratulate our colleague Jose Serrano on his

         19  big victory and being part. We're going to miss you,

         20  Jose, when you are the man.

         21                 I think all of us in the Council can

         22  be comforted by the knowledge that there is a future

         23  out there for all of us we hope. But Jose, we are

         24  proud of you, and particularly as a democrat for a

         25  moment I want to say how happy I am to see so many
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          2  seats going back to democrat in the State Senate,

          3  and say thank you for being part of something

          4  important, in making this State even more blue, and

          5  that's that.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

          7  of Resolutions.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Madam Public

          9  Chair, may I respond in kind to the Speaker?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Oh, yes, of

         11  course, Council member.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: I just want

         13  to thank all of my colleagues here for a wonderful

         14  three years. You'll have me to kick around for the

         15  next month and a half, but I just cannot say enough

         16  about how wonderful it's been to be a member of this

         17  body, and to work under your leadership, Gifford

         18  Miller. It's been a tremendous learning experience.

         19  And I hope to be an ally for everyone here in the

         20  State as we work to build a better City.

         21                 Thank you so much from the bottom of

         22  my heart for this time here.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         25  of Resolutions.
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          2                 Oh, I'm sorry, Margarita. That's

          3  right, Margarita. Council Member Lopez, would you

          4  like to record your vote, please?

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I just wanted

          6  to record my vote on the issues of the Land Use. Aye

          7  on all.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         10  Finally, Discussion of Resolutions.

         11                 Seeing nobody, let's move on to vote.

         12                 Resolution 141. All in favor?

         13                 Opposed?

         14                 Adopted.

         15                 Reso 237.

         16                 In favor?

         17                 Opposed?

         18                 Adopted.

         19                 Reso 360. Voting to file. Favor?

         20                 Opposed?

         21                 Filed.

         22                 Reso 649. In favor?

         23                 Opposed?

         24                 Adopted.

         25                 General Discussion.

                                                            70

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 Council Member Nelson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

          6  please. We would like to hear from the Council

          7  member.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 I sit today to bring to your

         11  attention Reso 672.

         12                 This resolution commemorates the 20th

         13  anniversary of a cop shot, with the citizens

         14  outraged at police being shot. A program that

         15  assists the Police Department in tracking and

         16  apprehending people who shoot police officers.

         17                 The creation of this program was

         18  motivated by the rising number of police officers

         19  shot during the 1980s. Edward Alagoni, a private

         20  business owner in the Bronx, the Bronx, my

         21  colleagues, was compelled to take action and began

         22  Cop Shot in 1984.

         23                 Cop Shot is a program solely funded

         24  itself, and its funds are gathered through member

         25  contribution. This program has awarded over $10,000
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          2  in rewards, over 20 times to date, and has been

          3  instrumental in helping to solve a number of police

          4  shootings, including four surrenders.

          5                 I urge you to join myself and Council

          6  Member Peter Vallone in signing onto this

          7  resolution.

          8                 Thank you for your consideration. And

          9  I would also like to mention something about this

         10  afternoon at 3:00, if I may?

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: One minute.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Okay.

         13  Yesterday a few Council members and myself joined

         14  the Jewish Caucus. We went up to Columbia

         15  University, amidst stories we had received about

         16  anti-Semitism going on at that once fabled

         17  institution.

         18                 I want to thank Council Member Fidler

         19  who was there, Council Member Gennaro who was there,

         20  and all of the representatives that were sent by the

         21  representatives themselves. And we made

         22  arrangements, thanks to Council Member Gennaro's

         23  office, at 3:00 today, in about 20 minutes, in the

         24  Red Room we're going to see that movie, people who

         25  were interviewed about the alleged anti-Semitism, at
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          2  3:00 in the Red Room today, and everybody is invited

          3  to join us. Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Gennaro.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate. I just want to salute my

          8  colleague, Council Member Nelson, as Chair of the

          9  Jewish Caucus, for leading us into this inquiry with

         10  regard to Columbia University, and what some of the

         11  students have had to go through. They're not able to

         12  express their views freely, they are subject to

         13  academic jeopardy and they're being intimidated. We

         14  want to get to the bottom of this, and we will have

         15  the screening of this movie that was made by the

         16  David Project. That will be at 3:00 in the Red Room.

         17  Also a special thank you to Council Member Fidler

         18  who was there with us yesterday up at Columbia, and

         19  with regard to Council Member Fidler, I'm sure you

         20  know that Intro. 493, his Intro with regard to

         21  maintaining a minimum level of programs for gifted

         22  and talented students. I urge all my colleagues to

         23  support this very important piece of legislation.

         24                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

                                                            73

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Member Barron.

          3                 To my colleagues, if you will take a

          4  moment and look up in the balcony, I just wanted you

          5  to appreciate some of the vendors that came here

          6  today that worked very, very hard in our City, and

          7  they came here because they had a very important

          8  intro that's going forth that's Intro. 491, saying

          9  the vendors' licensing process should not be used by

         10  this City to be a cop for INS. They should not have

         11  to tell their immigration status in order to require

         12  a license.

         13                 Anybody else that goes into business

         14  doesn't have to do this. So, our vendors work hard,

         15  they come here, the City hasn't provided jobs for

         16  them. The City has not provided jobs for them, so

         17  they were creative, energetic, intelligent, hard

         18  working enough to provide jobs for themselves.

         19                 Now, they shouldn't be having to give

         20  up any other information but their requirement to

         21  get that license.

         22                 This law will not allow them to be

         23  harassed anymore when they're renewing their license

         24  to give up their status with immigration.

         25                 We're not going to be a cop for INS,
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          2  we should applaud our vendors, and today we're

          3  introducing Local Law 491. I'm asking you to sign

          4  on, and we do our hearings and get this bill passed.

          5  It's high time that we respect the intellectual,

          6  cultural and economic capital immigrants bring to

          7  this town of immigrants.

          8                 Thank you very much.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Gallagher.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you,

         12  Madam Public Advocate.

         13                 Folks, a couple of weeks ago I was

         14  opening up my Queens, one of my Queens newspapers,

         15  and in there there was an advertisement. The

         16  advertisement called for jobs that were in my

         17  community that were high-paying jobs with full

         18  medical benefits and plenty of overtime. Certainly

         19  interesting.

         20                 But further on in the ad there was a

         21  note that said for non-citizens only, and I

         22  personally was offended and bothered by that.

         23                 So, I went on the Internet and I did

         24  some studies, and I found out that the person who is

         25  doing the advertising, the New York Work Alliance,
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          2  receives approximately $4 million, $4 million in

          3  taxpayer funds to provide non-citizens' jobs while

          4  discriminating against citizens of the United

          5  States.

          6                 Recently I worked with my Minority

          7  Leader James Oddo, my colleague Andrew Lanza, along

          8  with WABC talk show host Curtis Lelah and George

          9  Webber, and I report today that the Human Rights

         10  Commission has found the practice of the New York

         11  Work Alliance to be unacceptable.

         12                 But my real message is today, is for

         13  us to take a step back at a bill that was introduced

         14  by my colleague James Oddo that talked about the

         15  need for the City Council to have jurisdiction and

         16  to have oversight for non-for-profit organizations.

         17                 Many of these non-for-profits pad

         18  their salaries and their payrolls and don't provide

         19  the services. Many of them are good and provide

         20  wonderful services, but we in the City Council

         21  should have a say where that money is spent, and if

         22  it's being spent inappropriately on programs that

         23  violate Human Rights Commission and discriminate

         24  against citizens, then that funding should be taken

         25  away from these organizations.
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          2                 So, please, I ask you to support

          3  Council Member Oddo's non-for-profit bill, and I

          4  thank you, Madam Public Advocate for this time.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Weprin.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

          8  Madam Public Advocate.

          9                 I would like to call on my colleagues

         10  today to support Resolution 674, which calls on the

         11  State Assembly to pass Assembly 6518, a bill that

         12  will allow senior citizens to lower their income by

         13  amending the definition of income to exclude any

         14  medical and prescription drug expenses paid by a

         15  senior citizen, which are not reimbursed or paid by

         16  insurance.

         17                 This bill will allow senior citizens

         18  to lower their income level below the $24,000

         19  ceiling of the Senior Citizens' Rent Increase

         20  Exemption program, better known as SCRIE, enabling

         21  them to enter back into the program.

         22                 With the cost of living rising and

         23  dramatic increases in health costs --

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         25  please. It's very hard to hear your colleague.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Many senior

          3  citizens who are truly in need are not being helped

          4  by the SCRIE program.

          5                 Given the ability to deduct

          6  unreimbursed medical expenses, more seniors on the

          7  edge will benefit.

          8                 This bill also calls on the State

          9  Senate to introduce and pass a companion bill. I

         10  encourage you to support this resolution and give

         11  our senior citizens the help so many of them

         12  desperately need.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Reed.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you, Madam

         17  Public Advocate.

         18                 I wanted to speak today in

         19  congratulatory tones to my colleague Jose Serrano,

         20  whose district in the Bronx surrounds the portion of

         21  my district that I have in the Bronx. And I'm

         22  delighted that now I will be working with him --

         23  when you're finished, Alan.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Quiet,

         25  please.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: -- As a

          3  colleague in government. I think it's also

          4  significant that we understand that he is going with

          5  a history of three years of working in a reform

          6  democratic legislative body, as is by the way

          7  Council Member Lanza's staff, Vincent Inicio, who

          8  has worked with us for many years.

          9                 So, I'm hoping that they will join

         10  the reform Albany now movement. It is not about

         11  republican or democrat, we sit in consultation

         12  around issues and resolutions that we often times

         13  find ourselves frustrated because we can't get

         14  action from Albany.

         15                 So, I hope the mandate, I know

         16  certainly from Jose, and I'm confident with Vincent

         17  that they will go to Albany understanding the way

         18  this Council has opened the process and demonstrated

         19  how it can work successful and positive legislation

         20  and for the good of the City of New York.

         21                 Thank you very much. Congratulations

         22  to both.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Brewer.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very
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          2  much.

          3                 I rise on two issues. First is just

          4  asking for support. Reso 669, calling on the City

          5  agencies to use funding and regulatory support to be

          6  sure that affordable housing includes all kinds of

          7  Internet connectivity. Other cities are doing this.

          8                 We're having a hearing with Housing

          9  Committee, Technology Committee, November 22nd, and

         10  the lead non-profit, one economy, just working

         11  around the United States to support such efforts.

         12                 Number two, with Council Member

         13  Gerson and others, on November 23rd, starting 5:30

         14  on here in the Chambers, we have two fabulous

         15  events. American Jewish Committee and NAACP, and

         16  young people from different high schools at 5:30,

         17  are coming to talk about diversity in the spirit of

         18  Thanksgiving, and a program that NAACP and AJC have

         19  been working on together over some time. And then

         20  later on in the evening at 6:30, the Ethiopian

         21  Community is coming to the City Council I think for

         22  the first time. Much thanks to Alan Gerson. And we

         23  will be celebrating all of their successes and

         24  talking about what that community is doing in New

         25  York, Ethiopia and in Israel.
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          2                 We look forward to having everybody

          3  join us. Thank you very much.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          5  Member Gentile.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

          7  Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 I just want to call attention to Reso

          9  670 being introduced today by Council Member Nelson

         10  and myself. We're commemorating the 40th Anniversary

         11  of the opening of the Verrazano Narrows Bridge. The

         12  VZ Bridge has become a symbol to many organizations

         13  within the Bay Ridge area, used on their letterhead

         14  logo. But certainly it doesn't mean that the bridge

         15  in itself has been the bane of our existence in

         16  many, many ways, with the genius of Robert Moses

         17  having cut through the community of Bayridge and

         18  splitting Bayridge in two, rather than going around

         19  the community, and it's also been a source of some

         20  controversy to Staten Islanders as we opened up that

         21  unknown frontier known as Staten Island, with the

         22  opening of that bridge 40 years ago.

         23                 But I offer this resolution as the

         24  commemoration of the marvel, the engineering marvel

         25  that this bridge represents. It was the longest
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          2  suspension bridge in the world when it was built in

          3  1964, and on that, Council Member Nelson and I have

          4  rendered this resolution as a commemoration of that

          5  engineering marvel.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Boyland.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

          9  Madam Chair.

         10                 Today I ask support for Intro. 492

         11  and it's dealing with foster care.

         12                 People have also pointed out that the

         13  policies that have been disappropriately (sic)

         14  funded and impacted on minority communities deal

         15  with foster care.

         16                 Accordingly and introducing

         17  legislation to establish a child welfare parent

         18  advocate advisory program, and a child welfare

         19  parent advocate advisory board, this legislation

         20  would require organizations contracting with the

         21  City to provide foster care services to include a

         22  parent advocate to advise parents of their rights

         23  and obligations and help them to navigate the

         24  system.

         25                 This legislation would also create an
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          2  advisory board of parent advocates to comment on ACS

          3  programs and policies.

          4                 In recent years, ACS has shown their

          5  willingness to consider greater parental and

          6  consumer involvement in the child welfare system.

          7                 I welcome this position, but hope

          8  that through this legislation that we can

          9  institutionalized this trend. I hope that you will

         10  join me in supporting this legislation and working

         11  to protect some of the most vulnerable people of New

         12  York City and that is our children. So, I ask you to

         13  support Intro. 492, as we will be doing a hearing

         14  shortly.

         15                 Thank you, Madam Advocate.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Martinez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 Madam Public Advocate, I rise in

         21  support of Intro. 491, Council Member Barron. I want

         22  to congratulate and thank him for his leadership on

         23  this important issue. It is the issue of ensuring

         24  that street vendors are supported and are given the

         25  opportunity to apply for the license when they want
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          2  to establish their business. But more importantly,

          3  we're asking with this Intro that the application

          4  for street vendors to apply for a license also meet

          5  the City Executive Order 41, which does not require

          6  that one disclose his or her immigration status.

          7                 Intro. 491, by Council Member Barron

          8  would ensure that everyone has an opportunity to

          9  start their business and to work without fear of

         10  being harassed, either by the Police Department, or

         11  by the Department of Consumer Affair when they're

         12  trying to earn a decent buck.

         13                 I also want to stand up and support

         14  Reso 671 by Council Member Liu.

         15                 It is time that we send a clear

         16  message to the MTA that we here in the City are

         17  tired of them looking at us as the mechanism to fill

         18  the budget deficit. It is time that they look for

         19  different alternatives to generate revenue and not

         20  look at the pockets of hard-working New Yorkers to

         21  fill that deficit.

         22                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Perkins.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you
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          2  very much.

          3                 First I want to join my colleague

          4  Barron in urging our colleagues to sign up and

          5  support Intro. 491 that will support our street

          6  vendors who are part of that army of working

          7  families that are trying to make a living in the

          8  streets of the City of New York legally.

          9                 And I also, however, want to take a

         10  moment to announce that on this Friday -- what's

         11  this Friday?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The 12th.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: The 12th,

         14  thank you. Which is the 12th of November, my office

         15  will be sponsoring Angola Day. Angola Day is when we

         16  celebrate the 29th Anniversary of the Freedom of

         17  Angola, and in that celebration which will take

         18  place at Wadley High School in Harlem, we will be

         19  introducing an initiative called "The Youth

         20  Ambassador Initiative," because what we're doing is

         21  we're bringing the children of the community with

         22  the children of Angola to celebrate Angola Day to

         23  exchange their interest in culture and begin to bond

         24  and to set up a sort of Ambassador-type arrangement

         25  between the children in those schools, and we hope
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          2  to do -- it will be an initiative that will be

          3  replicated in all the schools throughout the City.

          4                 So, I am inviting one and all to come

          5  Friday to Angola Day, and each and every one of my

          6  colleagues should receive something in the mail to

          7  that effect, if they haven't received it already.

          8  Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Before I

         10  call on Council Member Vann, I'd like to

         11  congratulate our visitors in the balcony for being

         12  so very polite and nice and clapping and stopping

         13  when they know they should. So, thank you. I really

         14  appreciate how nicely you have been today. Thank

         15  you.

         16                 Council Member Vann.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you, Madam

         18  PA.

         19                 First of all, I'd like to express

         20  support for Intro. 491. Beyond that I wish to

         21  commend Jose Serrano, Jr., congratulate him on his

         22  win. I served with Jose Serrano, Sr., in the

         23  Assembly many years ago. I served with Olga Mendez

         24  when she was in the Assembly and a Democrat, and who

         25  knows I may serve with Serrano again. We've got term
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          2  limits here, you never know. But then again, I've

          3  never been to Congress and that's an option too.

          4                 But on the real side, thanks, Jose.

          5  It's been a pleasure to know you. I know you are

          6  going to do exceedingly well in the Senate and I

          7  wish you God speed.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Oddo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: You know,

         11  there's this wonderful red little spec on the dot,

         12  on the map of New York State which is called the New

         13  York State Senate, yet they keep trying to make it

         14  blue. I don't know why.

         15                 I just want to follow up very quickly

         16  on the comments of Council Member Gallagher about

         17  the New York Work Alliance.

         18                 This is a group that receives a

         19  little more than $800,000 of City taxpayer money,

         20  and my understanding is that right now it's not

         21  considered one of the higher performing entities.

         22                 There was a story in the local paper

         23  where Council Members McMahon, Lanza and I were

         24  quoted in, there's a new not-for-profit that's

         25  starting and that came to seek funding from the
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          2  three Council members, and before they have helped

          3  an individual, the Executive Director has given

          4  himself a starting salary of 150 or 160,000 and it's

          5  planned to escalate up to $200,000. I think the

          6  overwhelming majority of not-for-profits do a

          7  wonderful job. They do a job that maybe government

          8  shouldn't do, or they do a job better than what

          9  government does, I just think that the same

         10  oversight that we have over the tax dollars goes to

         11  DOT or DEP or Parks Department, if you get tax

         12  dollars for a non-for-profit, we should have a say

         13  in it.

         14                 Think about that $800,000, what we

         15  could have done with it come budget time. I just

         16  think that we should ensure that money is being

         17  spent efficiently and as best as possible, whether

         18  it's a dollar that goes to an agency or a dollar

         19  that goes to a non-profit.

         20                 So, we're going to do a renewed

         21  effort to get this bill that's been kicking around

         22  this Council for over a decade to get a hearing on

         23  it. I just ask you folks to give a fresh look to it.

         24  It's not a witch hunt against not-for-profits, the

         25  overwhelming majority of not-for-profits do a great

                                                            88

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  job, but there are some that exist for the sake of

          3  executive compensation and we have to weed those

          4  out.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Comrie.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

          9  Madam Public Advocate.

         10                 I'd like to also congratulate Jose

         11  Serrano on his excellent campaign and in the manner

         12  that he composed himself and the type of campaign he

         13  ran was an excellent template for others to emulate.

         14                 I'd also like to acknowledge

         15  Councilman Barron's efforts to protect streets,

         16  general food and street vendors, and I want to

         17  commend him on putting this Intro. 491 in.

         18                 I also want to thank the over 40

         19  members of the Council that signed a letter to the

         20  MTA, asking the MTA to hold a hearing in Queens. We

         21  got a ridiculous response from the Director of the

         22  MTA, Ms. Catherine Lapp, so therefore I would ask

         23  you all to please support Resolution 671. Please

         24  encourage your communities to fight the MTA

         25  regarding the unconscionable, ridiculous service
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          2  cuts when this City's population is expanding, when

          3  every part of this City needs more public

          4  transportation, not less, when the MTA clearly has

          5  been not responsible in their fiduciary

          6  responsibilities, their spending is out of control.

          7  They have abrogated their responsibility as advocate

          8  for public transportation. They are beginning to

          9  look as an embarrassment in the hundred years of

         10  transportation it has been for this City, it has

         11  been to increase the ability of residents to get

         12  around this City.

         13                 The MTA board is moving away from

         14  that vital concept. They must be brought to task.

         15  Their books must be as open as any other agencies'

         16  books are. They're at a critical juncture. They're

         17  failing miserably. We must not allow them to

         18  continue to fail. We must as a joint political

         19  community bring them to task. We must as a City

         20  bring the MTA to task for their failure to protect

         21  primary people that utilize this system, where we

         22  have over 84 percent of the ridership for this

         23  system, and we get less than 64 percent of the

         24  benefits from this system.

         25                 We must fight the MTA. We must
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          2  increase their ability to open their books so that

          3  they can share with us what their real needs and

          4  obligations are, so that they can reduce their

          5  payroll so that we can have more ridership for our

          6  communities, not less. Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          8                 Seeing nobody else -- oh, I'm sorry,

          9  Council Member Lopez. Excuse me.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Thank you. I've

         11  been waiting. Thank you, Madam Chair.

         12                 I want to raise my voice in regard of

         13  Reso 671, and raise very clear the issue that this

         14  City cannot continue to tolerate the actions of MTA

         15  Board. Raising fares for people who use the system,

         16  meanwhile they don't fix the mess that they have in

         17  the administration of this system, and the big fat

         18  checks that they get for salary. It's about time to

         19  bring this system back to the people, away from the

         20  people who are using it for their fat checking

         21  account.

         22                 The second thing that I want to bring

         23  in place is the question of the introduction of 491

         24  by Council Member Charles Barron. It's also a time

         25  for this City to not give more less services to
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          2  immigrants, and if we're really going to be helpful

          3  to them, let's pass this bill and stop saying that

          4  we are not going to help them to sustain themselves

          5  by different jobs that they provide for themselves.

          6                 And last but not less important, to

          7  the republicans of the Chamber, I promise to use

          8  that button today, and I'm wearing it. I promise

          9  that my candidate lost the election, I will wear a

         10  republican button. I fulfill my promise. Here it is.

         11  And I'm watching you for next year. You going to

         12  wear a democrat button because I'm going to bring

         13  you one for the election of Mayor of this City.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you,

         15  Council member.

         16                 Seeing nobody else, the meeting is

         17  adjourned.

         18                 (Hearing concluded at 3:05 p.m.)
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