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          1  LANDMARKS, SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Good morning,

          3  ladies and gentlemen. And, again, a happy holiday.

          4  We're going to be voting on today on LU No. 131,

          5  Brooklyn Community Board 14. 20025252 SCK.

          6  Application submitted by the New York City School

          7  Construction Authority, pursuant to Section 1732 of

          8  the New York State Public Authorities Law for

          9  proposed public school facility known as Midwood

         10  High School, a 340-seat science annex for

         11  instructional region No. 6, located at Bedford

         12  Avenue between Glenwood and Campus Roads, Block

         13  7552, Lot 54 and Block 7553, Lot 41.

         14                 Just to summarize, we had took all

         15  the testimony yesterday. We said that we would take

         16  testimony this morning from the Councilman in whose

         17  district this site lies, and we're delighted that

         18  Councilman Dr. Kendall Stewart is with us here this

         19  morning, but let me just mention a few other things.

         20                 I want to thank the School

         21  Construction Authority, and the members of the South

         22  Midwood Residents Association, who spent awhile

         23  yesterday trying to hammer out some of the issues.

         24                 In fact, there was a copy of the

         25  letter that was issued from the Association to the
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          2  members of this Committee, and we should all be

          3  proud that we can really try to get something done

          4  here.

          5                 Second of all, we have a letter from

          6  Senator Parker that was faxed to the Land Use

          7  Committee I guess this morning at 9:31 a.m. and I

          8  urge my colleagues to read it, because my reading of

          9  it, I mean I was told that he's in favor of this

         10  expansion, and I'll leave it at that. Read the

         11  letter -- no, let me make a little trouble.

         12                 I was told he's in favor of the

         13  expansion, but if you read the letter carefully, I

         14  think that at times it seems like he's in favor and

         15  sometimes he's not.

         16                 It doesn't say in the letter

         17  anywhere, it doesn't say clearly at all. I mean, I'd

         18  appreciate if the legal staff at the Land Use could

         19  tell me -- no, I really mean that, whether he's in

         20  favor or not of the expansion.

         21                 Oh, I'm sorry, I apologize. It says

         22  for this reason I support the expansion of Midwood

         23  High School. I apologize to Senator Parker without

         24  his being here. And if you want to have a fun time,

         25  read the rest of the letter.
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          2                 With that, I'd like to ask Councilman

          3  Stewart who is her to please --

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Good morning.

          5  And thank you, Mr. Chair.

          6                 This project is a project that we

          7  embarked on some years ago, and I think we have gone

          8  through all the issues, as far as this project is

          9  concerned. We have made changes, we have tried to

         10  accommodate the ideas and points that the community

         11  board members had, and as a matter of fact, I took a

         12  poll from my district as to whether the folks wanted

         13  this project, and overwhelmingly they are in favor

         14  of this project.

         15                 Midwood has been a school that has

         16  been on the top of the list for so many years, and

         17  it has been deteriorating as far as the science lab

         18  is concerned, and as a matter of fact some of his

         19  students had to be using Brooklyn College, et

         20  cetera.

         21                 The fact is, I don't see it as being

         22  a problem for us to keep Midwood in the position

         23  that it ought to be.

         24                 I don't see it as a problem in terms

         25  of the space, the use of the space, because that
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          2  space is being used, that we have created a space

          3  for the residents to be able to use, and I would not

          4  like to know that Midwood has lost such a project

          5  under my watch, knowing that Midwood has been stated

          6  within one of the top ten schools in New York City,

          7  and because some people would like to keep some

          8  extra space that would prevent Midwood from being

          9  what it ought to be.

         10                 And with that in mind, I feel that,

         11  and voting on behalf of the majority of the folks in

         12  the district, I think this project should go forward

         13  without any changes as this right now, and without

         14  any problem I think it should go forward.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Thank you.

         16                 Do any of my colleagues have any

         17  questions?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Mr. Chairman,

         19  I note what would appear to be an effort to

         20  compromise by the Midwood Residents Association a

         21  letter to the School Construction Authority, making

         22  certain demands, if you want to put it that way.

         23  Does the School Construction Authority have a

         24  response to this letter? Did they give you a

         25  response? Should we get a response on the record?
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Is there somebody

          3  from the School Construction Authority that would

          4  like to address that question?

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you,

          6  Mr. Chairman.

          7                 MR. MALEY: My name is Fred Maley,

          8  Senior Manager of Project Support for the New York

          9  City School Construction Authority. And I'm joined

         10  by Greg Shaw, principal attorney for the New York

         11  City School Construction Authority.

         12                 With respect to the letter submitted,

         13  we would like to say that we have made arrangements,

         14  we will before we leave here, to set a date. We will

         15  make a presentation to the South Midwood Residents

         16  Association.

         17                 What we have found out,

         18  unfortunately, and I think this was revealed in

         19  yesterday's testimony, there was a gap. Although

         20  School Construction Authority reached out to

         21  Community Board 14, and made numerous presentations

         22  to Community Board 14, for some reason unbeknownst

         23  to the School Construction Authority, the South

         24  Midwood Residents Association was kind of kept out

         25  of the loop.
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          2                 We will address that immediately at

          3  this hearing before we leave, we will set a date. We

          4  will make a presentation. We will answer all the

          5  questions. We will reveal that in fact we have done

          6  studies on alternative to the bridge, we've done

          7  studies for a tunnel underneath Bedford Avenue. We

          8  have done an environmentally sound construction plan

          9  and that we will be able to work with this group of

         10  community residents for our mutual benefit of an

         11  open space next to the Midwood Annex that will serve

         12  both the 1,800 students of PS 315 and PS 152 who

         13  will line up there daily, as well as the community

         14  after school hours.

         15                 MR. SHAW: Council members, my name is

         16  Gregory Shaw. I'm Principal Attorney for Real Estate

         17  for the School Construction Authority.

         18                 I just want to illuminate on some of

         19  Fred's remarks, in terms of the South Midwood

         20  Residential Association. Apparently they were not

         21  included. We don't know why they were not included

         22  in the discussions with Community Board 14. We were,

         23  as Fred indicated, we were not aware of it. In our

         24  discussions even this morning, we have presented

         25  them with certain information they were not aware
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          2  of. They kind of fleshed out for them a better

          3  understanding of what our positions were and while

          4  we came to this project the way we did.

          5                 In fact, today I will be providing

          6  them with the same document that you gentlemen and

          7  ladies have, which is the document that we submitted

          8  with the site plan, the exhibits, and it gives them

          9  the further understanding of how this project came

         10  out and the many discussions that we've had with

         11  community leaders, with representatives and the

         12  like.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you,

         14  Mr. Chairman.

         15                 I think that's certainly a very

         16  positive indication. As I said yesterday, my own

         17  dealings with the Authority over the years have been

         18  positive.

         19                 One other thing I would like to note,

         20  and that is we have a letter from Assemblywoman

         21  Rhoda Jacobs, and it sort of indicated that, it

         22  looks like testimony. Was she expected to come this

         23  morning?

         24                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: I don't think so.

         25                 You have permission to do whatever
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          2  you want, but you have to do it in the mic. And you

          3  have to identify yourself.

          4                 First let him say who he is and

          5  answer the question that was posed.

          6                 MR. ALSSID: I'm sorry, I don't know

          7  your protocols.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: You don't have to

          9  be sorry. There are no protocols. I'm making them up

         10  as I go along.

         11                 MR. ALSSID: Well, you're the Chair,

         12  so they're very reasonable.

         13                 My name is Julian Alssid. I'm the

         14  President of the South Midwood Residents'

         15  Association and I spoke yesterday with Assemblywoman

         16  Rhoda Jacobson, and she in fact was intending to

         17  come and deliver this testimony today. She asked me

         18  to actually do it on her behalf. She's under the

         19  weather with the flu.

         20                 She asked that this be considered for

         21  the record.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I would only

         23  say, and I know my good colleague Councilman Vann

         24  and I served with Rhoda for many years and I have

         25  great respect and regard for Rhoda, who is a
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          2  personal friend, and I know she has expressed

          3  concerns here and I would urge the Authority also to

          4  be in touch with her office in your further

          5  discussions of how to ultimately move ahead on this.

          6  She is someone who I have a high regard for.

          7                 MR. ALSSID: We certainly will,

          8  Councilman.

          9                 MR. MALEY: Just a point of

         10  information, the Councilman questioned the Community

         11  Board opposition to the project, the Community Board

         12  14, after, as Councilman Stewart pointed out, after

         13  we made amendments to our plan to include a

         14  park-like setting next to the Midwood Annex, we made

         15  a presentation for over two hours to the community

         16  board's Education Committee, and at the end the

         17  District Manager still opposed the project and we

         18  questioned why, and the answer is we want -- he

         19  said, Fred, thank you for giving us 70 percent of

         20  the lot for a park-like setting, but we want a

         21  hundred percent.

         22                 So, as the Council members know

         23  better than I, when you reach somebody that doesn't,

         24  or an organization that doesn't wish to compromise,

         25  they can be very difficult to deal with. But with
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          2  respect to the South Midwood Residents Association,

          3  they are people that are looking to move ahead,

          4  they're people that are looking for a park-like

          5  setting for children, and there are people that are

          6  looking to expand its great educational history in

          7  Brooklyn. So, I thank you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Do any of my

          9  colleagues have any questions?

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Councilman

         12  Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you, Mr.

         14  Chair.

         15                 I just wanted to be clear that it

         16  seems like they've come to some compromise that

         17  moves forward after your request that they meet. So,

         18  all of us seem to be on board with the project of

         19  moving forward; is that what I'm hearing?

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: I just want to

         22  identify the Council Members who have joined me

         23  today.

         24                 Councilman Tony Avella from my left,

         25  Council Member Christine Quinn, who has a very
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          2  distinct interest in the Midwood High School

          3  expansion, and is here --

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Very much so.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Yes. And

          6  Councilwoman Annabel Palma, Councilman Charles

          7  Barron, Councilman Mike McMahon, Councilman Kendall

          8  Stewart, and Councilman Oliver Koppell, and the

          9  Minority Leader, Councilman James Oddo, and

         10  Councilman Al Vann.

         11                 Before we vote, the testimony is

         12  over. Okay, I just want to make sure they're not

         13  writing for nothing. Okay. The testimony is over. We

         14  said at yesterday's meeting that we would be

         15  accepting testimony from Councilman Kendall Stewart

         16  and that's it. And we're going to be taking a vote.

         17  I just want to conclude by mentioning, again, how

         18  gratified I am to watch and to learn how things can

         19  really sometimes improve if there's a will. When

         20  Councilman Koppell and Councilman Barron brought up

         21  the issue yesterday about pressuring or pushing the

         22  School Construction Authority to work with the

         23  neighborhood groups, I was thinking to myself, we're

         24  going to have to decide whether we're going to

         25  approve or not, you know, let's forget all the
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          2  niceties. But really, it works, and it's really

          3  wonderful that it works sometimes, and we appreciate

          4  it very, very much, the fact, and I appreciate it as

          5  a Chairman that we have a committee and committee

          6  members that take an interest in my borough, you

          7  know. I'm talking about Olly. I know it's your

          8  borough, sorry. But since you're running for Mayor,

          9  it's all five boroughs, right? That's why I didn't

         10  want to say anything.

         11                 But that take an interest in all the

         12  communities and trying to get things well.

         13                 I do want to say about Community

         14  Board 14, I'm very familiar with the District

         15  Manager and the members and I think that they do a

         16  wonderful job and they don't settle for anything

         17  less than that which they think is right.

         18                 So, I don't question, I don't want to

         19  question Terri Rhody, who is a District Manager, her

         20  motives. I think her motives are pure in trying to

         21  protect the community, and at the same time we've

         22  set a precedent to these meetings to try to take the

         23  leadership from the Council member who represents

         24  the community, in this case Dr. Stewart, who feels

         25  very strongly in favor and I recommend a yes vote on
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          2  this item.

          3                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Felder.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Yes.

          5                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Barron.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Yes.

          7                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Koppell.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Just briefly,

          9  Mr. Chairman, I want to thank you for the comments

         10  you made. I vote aye.

         11                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Palma.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         13                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Oddo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         15  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         16                 You can't find a project, regardless

         17  of the scope or the size, in the City where you

         18  don't have some people opposed to it, but I think

         19  that the community did themselves well, because they

         20  came in here and they were very rational and

         21  reasonable in what they wanted, and I just would

         22  like to echo the comments of Council Member Koppell.

         23                 My experience with the SCA on the

         24  local level, particularly with Fred over these years

         25  is they've been very responsive. When it gets higher
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          2  up in previous regimes, they haven't been as

          3  responsive. But that's a different fight.

          4                 But I think the community came in

          5  here with a very rational, reasonable approach, and

          6  I think that got them a whole lot farther than if

          7  they came here kicking and screaming like we have

          8  other witnesses.

          9                 So, I commend all of you for being

         10  able to hopefully reach a compromise, and say to the

         11  SCA that it does -- you know, you do your own agency

         12  well by negotiating, because you're going to be

         13  coming before this Committee and this Council many

         14  other times on many other issues, and we do keep a

         15  list and we check it twice.

         16                 So, thank you for that. Thank you. I

         17  vote yes.

         18                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

         19  five in the affirmative, none in the negative and no

         20  abstentions and refers to the full Land Use

         21  Committee.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON FELDER: Thank you.

         23                 (Hearing concluded at 10:23 a.m.)
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