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INT. NO. 12-A:
By Council Members Avella, Comrie, Fidler, Gerson, Lopez, Nelson, Seabrook, Stewart, Quinn, Martinez and Gennaro

TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to prohibiting reproduction of certain automotive keys in specific circumstances.

ADMIN. CODE:
Adds a new subsection (g) to section 20-301, subchapter 15, chapter 2, title 20 of the Administrative Code. 

I. Introduction

On November 17, 2004 the Committee on Consumer Affairs, chaired by Council Member Philip Reed, will hold a hearing on Int. 12-A, a local law making it illegal for any key maker to fabricate an automobile ignition key or other device designed to operate the lock or locks of a motor vehicle, exclusively on the basis of a motor vehicle identification number, key code or key impression, without first obtaining and recording proof of vehicle ownership and photo identification from the customer.  Those expected to testify include representatives from the Department of Consumer Affairs and the Associated Locksmiths of America.

II. Auto Theft  in New York City
 
Across the city, 23,138 automobiles were reported stolen in the year 2003.  Due in large part to this staggering statistic, insurance premiums for automobiles registered within New York City increased more than 7 percent for 2004.  New York City residents now pay an average of $2,752 per annum for car insurance, the fifth highest of all cities in the United States.
  

III. Current Practice For Duplicate Keys

The majority of automobiles sold in the Unites States utilize transponder keys that contain electronic, coded chips that were introduced in 1995.  The chip does not need a battery as the code is read when the key is turned in the ignition.  Quite simply, the engine will not start if the transponder chip is damaged or missing.  Accordingly, should the system fail, an owner must return to the dealer to replace the key.
 

Presently, the majority of auto manufacturers maintain undisclosed records corresponding an automobile’s vehicle identification number to its original key.  Upon a customer’s claim that he or she has lost all keys originally provided at the time of the sale, an auto dealership will require said buyer to present a driver’s license and documentation establishing ownership of the vehicle.  Upon presentation of same, the dealership will then submit the request to the manufacturer.  The dealership will then maintain photocopies of all documentation for no less than seven years from the date of the transaction.  

After producing a new key, the manufacturer will then deliver said key to the dealership for customer pick-up.  Further, an automobile manufacturer will generally not accept a request for a new key unless that application is submitted from an authorized dealership.  Although those procedures are customary in the auto industry, there is no legislation presently mandating their use.     
IV. Analysis of Int. 12-A

To help address this problem, Int. 12-A would impede the efforts of unauthorized individuals who wish to replicate auto keys for use in vehicular thefts.  Under this legislation, any individual who contacts a key maker or automobile dealership for the purpose of producing a key from an automobile’s vehicle identification number, key code, key impression, or any means other than from mechanically duplicating an existing key, will be mandated to first present evidence of ownership and proof of identity.  In addition, any person who produces such key must document each transaction and record the proofs submitted.

Under this legislation, it will be virtually impossible for any unauthorized persons to lawfully obtain an automobile’s key, or device used to gain vehicular access, to enter or start the vehicle.  Further, the requirement that the customer offer proof of identity in the form of photo identification attaches an additional safeguard against fraud.  

Any violation of Int. 12-A would be a misdemeanor, subjecting the offender to up to a year imprisonment and a fine of $1,000.  Additionally, any violation of Int. 12-A would also subject the offender to a civil penalty of not less than five hundred dollars, nor more than one thousand dollars for each violation.

 The law would take effect immediately after its enactment.

Int. No. 12-A

By Council Members Avella, Comrie, Fidler, Gerson, Lopez, Nelson, Seabrook, Stewart, Quinn, Martinez and Gennaro

 

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to prohibiting production of certain automotive keys in specific circumstances.

..Body

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 20-301 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby amended to add a new subsection (g) to read as follows:

g.  No person shall produce an ignition key or other device designed to

operate a lock or locks on a motor vehicle or to start a motor vehicle for any person solely on the basis of a motor vehicle identification number without first obtaining from that person and making a permanent record of: (i) proper proof of ownership of the vehicle, such as registration or title, and (ii) proper photo identification of the person, such as a driver’s license. 

i. The provisions of this section shall include, but are not limited to, the production of a key from key codes or impressions.

ii. Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to prohibit the duplication of any key for a motor vehicle from another key.

* * *

§2. Subchapter 15 of Chapter 2 of Title 20 of the administrative code of the city of New York is hereby amended to add a new section 20-307.1, to read as follows:

§ 20-307.1 Penalties.  a. Any person who violates the provision of subdivision (g) of section 20-301 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and punished by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars or by imprisonment not exceeding one year, or both.

b. Any person who violates the provisions of subdivision (g) of section 20-301    shall be liable for a civil penalty of not less than five hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dollars for each violation.

§3.  This local law shall take effect immediately.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

� Todd Venezia, Car-Theft Hell, The New York Post, pg. 25, October 4, 2004. 


� See, http://www.theaa.com/allaboutcars/security/keys.html
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