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          1  ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: I'd like to

          3  reconvene the meeting of the Subcommittee on Zoning

          4  and Franchises for Land Use Numbers 147 through 165.

          5  These items have been laid over from the June 8th

          6  and June 10th meetings.

          7                 Before I call for a vote and a

          8  discussion on the vote, I'd like to call up

          9  Christopher Moore from the Schomburg Center for

         10  Research in Black Culture.

         11                 Mr. Moore has asked to give some

         12  testimony, considering that his name and the

         13  Schomburg Center was mentioned in testimony by the

         14  City, certainly on June 10th, I'm not sure about

         15  June 8th.

         16                 Mr. Moore.

         17                 MR. MOORE: Thank you. In the interest

         18  of full disclosure, I'm a member of the Landmarks

         19  Preservation Commission since 1995, appointed by

         20  Mayor Giuliani, and I'm also a member of the New

         21  York City Archival Review Board, which was created

         22  by the City Council a couple of years ago. But today

         23  I'm here as a private citizen.

         24                 In reference to my name and the

         25  Schomburg Center --
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Mr. Moore --

          3                 MR. MOORE: I'm sorry?

          4                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Can I have some

          5  decorum here, please?

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 MR. MOORE: I'd like to read the

          8  contents of a letter to Deborah C. Alley. Chair,

          9  AKRF, Alley King Rosen and Flemming, 117 East 29th

         10  Street, sixth floor, New York, New York 10016.

         11                 "Dear Ms. Alley" -- it's dated today,

         12  June 14th -- "On Friday, June 11th, 2004, I learned

         13  that I, Christopher Moore, am represented by your

         14  firm, AKRF, Alley King Rosen and Flemming, as a

         15  commentator and endorser of a report presented by

         16  your firm before both the New York City Planning

         17  Commission and the New York City Council regarding

         18  properties on Duffield Street in Downtown Brooklyn,

         19  New York.

         20                 Please be informed that I have never

         21  spoken to any representative of your firm about the

         22  possibility or probability of underground railroad

         23  activity on or near Duffield Street, nor have I ever

         24  performed research for your firm on the subject in a

         25  paid or unpaid capacity; nor have I ever given
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          2  permission or authorization to AKRF to use my name

          3  or my association with the Schomburg Center for my

          4  commentary or my opinion on any research topics.

          5                 I am astonished, offended and

          6  distressed by this error or mistake or disregard for

          7  the truth on the part of your firm, and I demand

          8  that my name be withdrawn summarily from your

          9  report.

         10                 I must insist that your firm also

         11  inform any and all parties to whom you have

         12  distributed the report that it is in error.

         13                 Had any representative of your firm

         14  actually spoken to me, I would have informed them

         15  without hesitation that the entire length of

         16  Duffield Street is one of the City's most promising

         17  areas in the study of underground railroad activity,

         18  which is the course, if I were asked, but I would

         19  recommend of both the City Council and the New York

         20  City Planning Commission before future development

         21  of Duffield Street is determined.

         22                 Sincerely, Christopher Moore,

         23  Exhibitions Research Coordinator, Schomburg Center

         24  for Research in Black Culture."

         25                 If you have any questions,

                                                            7

          1  ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2  Councilman?

          3                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you, Mr.

          4  Moore.

          5                 I appreciate your coming down here.

          6  Certainly, I'm sure if I were in your shoes, I would

          7  be very distressed over this situation.

          8                 Rest assured that we are going to go

          9  through the testimony that was given on June 8th and

         10  June 10th and insist that the Administration clear

         11  the record. And I, for one, as you mentioned, am

         12  astonished, offended and distressed, that at least

         13  as it concerns me, that I was given the impression

         14  that as part of this report that the Schomburg

         15  Center was involved in the decision-making process.

         16                 One of the things that we are going

         17  to be recommending here today, and I think this

         18  really ties into the situation, is we feel that the

         19  Administration did not do the proper research on

         20  Duffield Street. And as part of our recommendation

         21  today, to approve this project, assuming my

         22  colleagues vote for the recommendation, that the

         23  City Council will have its own hearing on the status

         24  of Duffield Street before Chairman Felder's

         25  Committee, and we would certainly like you to be
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          2  involved in the Schomburg Center in that research,

          3  because obviously the research that was done was

          4  faulty. I'm shocked that the Administration let this

          5  go by without somebody paying attention. But rest

          6  assured that the City Council is paying attention,

          7  and we're not going to let this go without having

          8  our own hearing and doing a thorough investigation

          9  of the situation.

         10                 MR. MOORE: Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you for

         12  coming down today.

         13                 With that, just a couple of quick

         14  comments.

         15                 Obviously, the City Council will move

         16  ahead in terms of the homes on Duffield Street, and

         17  I appreciate the cooperation of Council Member/Chair

         18  Felder on holding the Landmark hearing, and we are

         19  certainly going to do this as quickly as possible.

         20                 I also would ask that the

         21  Administration continue to work in terms of the

         22  traffic issue, in terms of the open space,

         23  especially on Schermerhorn Street. This issue is not

         24  over, even if this Committee votes for it. This is a

         25  good proposal, but the City could certainly go
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          2  further in making an even better proposal, and I

          3  think the information that we've gotten this

          4  afternoon, in terms of Duffield Street, certainly

          5  points that out.

          6                 We are not going to let this go

          7  without making sure that the community and the City

          8  is protected.

          9                 With that, there is one specific

         10  modification to the application that within the

         11  Flatbush Avenue extension, height limitation area,

         12  no building or other structure shall exceed a height

         13  of 400 feet, and that's a height limitation that's

         14  being put in.

         15                 I'll ask Counsel to call the roll.

         16  Chair recommends approval with the conditions and my

         17  comment.

         18                 We could either have discussion on

         19  the vote, or you can discuss it when you vote.

         20  Discussion on the matter. We just called the roll.

         21                 Council Member Vann.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: I just wanted

         23  clarification on the vote that we would have taken

         24  on Thursday or Friday of last week, and the vote we

         25  are getting ready to take today, what exactly is the
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          2  change? What is the difference in that vote

          3  yesterday from the vote today?

          4                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Good question.

          5                 The difference is that we are

          6  agreeing to have a hearing before the City Council's

          7  Committee on Landmarks, obviously chaired by Council

          8  Member Felder.

          9                 And we will do our own investigation

         10  and hear testimony from the community and other

         11  interested parties on the historic status of the

         12  Duffield properties.

         13                 We will then make our recommendation

         14  to the Landmarks Preservation Commission, but we

         15  will do our own investigation, considering that

         16  apparently the City has failed to do so, the

         17  Administration has failed to do so.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Couldn't we have

         19  done that anyway?

         20                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: We certainly

         21  could, but it will not have the, I think the force

         22  of will, by making the recommendation of this

         23  Committee, and certainly by making the

         24  recommendations of this Committee, we are putting a

         25  time line on this to move ahead expeditiously.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: And I guess what

          3  impact, what consideration will that hearing have,

          4  and the recommendations coming out of that hearing

          5  have on the Administration's determination to

          6  develop a project?

          7                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Honestly, your

          8  guess is as good as mine. I mean, honestly.

          9                 Landmarks still has to agree. But I

         10  can tell you, I think based upon what we just heard,

         11  that apparently there is much more information, and

         12  this is certainly what the community brought out

         13  during the public testimony, that there is much more

         14  information out there to substantiate the case for

         15  landmarking the homes on Duffield Street, and we

         16  will make our case very strongly if that is in fact

         17  the evidence that is brought forward. And I think

         18  once it gets into the public eye, I think the

         19  Administration will have to pay attention.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Thank you.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: If there is no

         22  other comment by Committee members, I'll ask Counsel

         23  to call the roll.

         24                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Avella.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          3  Quinn.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

          5                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          6  Katz?

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: To explain my

          8  vote?

          9                 I just want to, for those of you that

         10  don't know me, I'm Chair of the Land Use Committee,

         11  the entire Land Use Committee, we've had several

         12  discussions with Council Member Felder on the

         13  Landmarks hearing that we are going to hold, and I

         14  am very confident in that Committee's role in this

         15  process.

         16                 I would like to make it clear to the

         17  Committee, as well as to everyone here, it is an

         18  unusual step for the Landmarks Subcommittee to be

         19  doing a hearing like this.

         20                 We are doing it because we feel that

         21  on the substance we feel that it is an extremely

         22  important issue, and one that we want to make sure

         23  that we are doing the right thing. And, therefore,

         24  that hearing, you can be assured, will be total,

         25  will be substantive and on the record. And when we
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          2  do give our recommendations to the Landmarks

          3  Commission, I do believe, and I have every faith,

          4  that they will take it extremely seriously,

          5  considering the job that they attempt to do in the

          6  City.

          7                 I would like to thank the Chair of

          8  this Subcommittee for his work to make sure that

          9  this issue has been brought forward, and of course,

         10  to Council Member James, whose district this is in,

         11  and Yassky, for the work that they have done.

         12                 One thing that you pointed out, Mr.

         13  Chair, is that we need to have this Committee as

         14  soon as possible, but also to make sure that there

         15  is enough time to do the research necessary to have

         16  accurate testimony. And I think that that is

         17  something that we need to consider as we pick the

         18  dates moving forward. I vote aye.

         19                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         20  McMahon.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Mr. Chairman,

         22  leave to explain my vote?

         23                 Can I have just a clarification on

         24  something? Is that appropriate to ask at this time?

         25                 Are we clear that these protected
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          2  until this matter is thoroughly reviewed, and that

          3  --

          4                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: It can't be done

          5  until the City takes title, and they don't own them

          6  yet. So, there is a window of opportunity to move

          7  ahead on this issue.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: They still

          9  have to go through this whole condemnation period?

         10                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: That's a

         12  lengthy period of time.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Okay, just

         15  one second.

         16                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         17  Gioia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I vote aye.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Mr. Chair, may

         20  I have a second to explain my vote?

         21                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Absolutely.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you.

         23                 Let me second the words of Council

         24  Member Katz. And I'm pleased to hear the answer to

         25  Council Member McMahon's question. I, for one, was

                                                            15

          1  ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2  extremely dissatisfied with the testimony the City

          3  brought to us on, I don't know, last week, was it

          4  Thurs -- last Thursday.

          5                 I'm pleased to hear, I mean I

          6  understand the constraints we're under with the Land

          7  Use clock ticking, and it seems to me we've reached

          8  a prudent compromise here in that by having an

          9  expeditious hearing to uncover the historical,

         10  potential historical roots and historical

         11  significance of these properties, I'm confident that

         12  the Landmarks Commission will take our findings

         13  seriously, and should they not take it seriously,

         14  I'm confident that we will then go to the people of

         15  the City of New York and say that this would be an

         16  outrage. But seeing the constraints of the Land Use

         17  clock, I think it is prudent that we move forward on

         18  both fronts, on both voting yes on this, and also on

         19  having a full expedition of the historical record to

         20  find out if, in fact, these properties have the

         21  roots that we've discussed.

         22                 I thank you for your work on this,

         23  and I vote yes.

         24                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Baez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: I vote aye.
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          2                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Vann.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: To explain my

          4  vote, first of all I'd like to thank the Chairman

          5  for his patience and due diligence in accommodating

          6  the concerns and needs of those who were considered

          7  to be the little people in this endeavor, and I'd

          8  like to indicate that in my communication with those

          9  who represent the area, though this issue is far

         10  beyond any parochialism, and because of the

         11  confidence I have in you, Mr. Chair, and the Chair

         12  of Landmarks Commission -- I'm sorry, Subcommittee,

         13  I know that there will be a fair hearing. I know

         14  that we will provide an opportunity for people who

         15  have information, research, experts, pro or con to

         16  bring that information forward, and I know that that

         17  information will be regarded seriously and from that

         18  a recommendation from the Landmarks Subcommittee,

         19  from the Council that I think the public will

         20  receive and obviously the Administration.

         21                 So, given that I feel that on this

         22  issue I'm prepared to vote aye, and I just want to

         23  say that we must always be diligent, we can take

         24  nothing for granted when we have concerns that

         25  affect the people, little people, in particular.
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          2                 I vote aye, Mr. Chair.

          3                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

          4  at seven in the affirmative, none in the negative,

          5  no abstentions, and is referred to the full Land Use

          6  Committee.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: I'd like to also

          8  thank the members of my Committee for their patience

          9  in this. This is obviously a hearing that has gone

         10  on for a number of days and discussions, between

         11  myself, my Committee members, our colleagues,

         12  Council Member James, Council Member Yassky, Council

         13  Member Barron. And out of it I think has come

         14  something that will be better than what was

         15  originally proposed, and we continue to work on

         16  that.

         17                 Thank you, everyone. This closes the

         18  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises.

         19                 Don't leave. Land Use Committee now

         20  meets.

         21                 (Hearing concluded at 2:30 p.m.)
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