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          2                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Welcome to

          3  today's hearing on the State and Federal Legislation

          4  Committee. My name is Joel Rivera, and I'm the Chair

          5  of the Committee.

          6                 First, I'd like to take this

          7  opportunity to introduce my colleagues. To my far

          8  left we have Erik Martin Dilan. Then we have Helen

          9  Sears, Council Member Addabbo, and Councilwoman

         10  Maria Baez to my right.

         11                 We have a brief agenda today.

         12                 SLR 114 will provide a three-quarters

         13  pay accidental disability pension for urban park

         14  rangers and associate urban park rangers.

         15                 There are about 220 of these officers

         16  employed by the City of New York. Their

         17  responsibilities include providing crowd and traffic

         18  control at parks events, acting as a deterrent to

         19  criminal activities and intercede in physical

         20  alterations (sic) and other criminal activity that

         21  they come upon within the New York City parks.

         22                 Preconsidered SLR that refers to

         23  Senate Bill Number 7334 and Assembly Bill Number

         24  11280 would reduce the payment period from 30 years

         25  to 20 years for certain Sanitation employees, who
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          2  were required to make additional member

          3  contributions.

          4                 These workers were laid off during

          5  City's fiscal crisis in the early 1990s and were

          6  deemed to have been a continuous service for

          7  seniority and pension service credit purposes.

          8                 We have a couple of people that will

          9  be testifying today. First, I would like to take the

         10  opportunity to bring to the mic to testify Joseph

         11  Puleo from DC 37, Local 983. Just state your name

         12  for the record and proceed with your testimony.

         13                 MR. PULEO: Good morning. My name is

         14  Joseph Puleo, I'm President of DC 37 and Local 983.

         15  I would just like to begin by stating that the Urban

         16  Park Rangers are also the Parks Enforcement Patrol

         17  Officers. These are the officers that patrol all New

         18  York City parks, beaches, pools, recreation centers.

         19                 These officers are 24-hour peace

         20  officers, special patrolmen. Within the last ten

         21  years their duties have increased. They are now

         22  required to do first aid, CPR, and the procedural

         23  manual almost identically mimics the New York City

         24  Patrol Guide for Police Officers.

         25                 As far as the costs are concerned, I
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          2  know this was an issue, I just want to remind

          3  everybody that this is a theoretical amount of

          4  money. We don't like to see anyone use this benefit.

          5  We'd like to make sure that these officers are safe

          6  enough not to be disabled to the point where they

          7  would have to use the three-quarters that we are

          8  asking for today.

          9                 I just would like to thank everyone

         10  here for being supportive. And basically I know you

         11  have a busy day, you had a busy day, I seen yous

         12  here earlier this morning, and I don't want to take

         13  up more of your time.

         14                 Once again, I'd like to thank you in

         15  advance.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Thank you very

         17  much.

         18                 Does anybody have any questions?

         19                 We've also been joined by Councilman

         20  McMahon, as well.

         21                 Thank you very much.

         22                 Next we'll be bringing to testify,

         23  hopefully I will pronounce his last name right, Jon

         24  Del Giorno. I apologize about that.

         25                 State your name for the record and
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          2  proceed with your testimony.

          3                 MR. DEL GIORNO: Good morning. I'm Jon

          4  Del Giorno. I'm representing the United Sanitation

          5  Association, Local 831. Next to me is Jonathan

          6  Schwartz, and also Mike Bovay, who is

          7  Secretary/Treasurer of the Union.

          8                 Mr. Chairman, and Council members, I

          9  would like to thank you for the opportunity to come

         10  before you to talk in support of this bill.

         11                 In 1993, 75 Sanitation workers were

         12  laid off during that fiscal crisis, and what this

         13  bill does is, it's a technical amendment to allow

         14  these 75 members to have the same benefits as all

         15  other sanitation workers, which is after 20 years of

         16  retirement, not to have to pay an extra two percent.

         17                 In the case of this bill they

         18  currently have to pay an extra two percent for 30

         19  years of service, rather than 20. So, this would

         20  conform it with all other Sanitation workers.

         21                 The fiscal cost to this does not

         22  start until after Year 20, so from Year 20 to 30

         23  when these workers will retire, and it's

         24  approximately $40,000 a year. So, there's no cost

         25  now and there won't be for quite awhile, and for 75

                                                            7

          1  STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION

          2  members.

          3                 We're asking for the support so that

          4  we can -- and it's being sponsored by Senator

          5  Padavan in the Rules Committee and the State Senate,

          6  and by Assemblyman Abate in the governmental

          7  employees union in the Assembly.

          8                 And this will allow again to reduce

          9  and eliminate the two percent extra charge that

         10  these 75 workers are paying currently.

         11                 MR. SCHWARTZ: Just a quick bit of

         12  historical perspective.

         13                 Throughout the late nineties, the

         14  Sanitation union had been pushing for two pieces of

         15  legislation, not only the right to stop all

         16  contributions after 20 years as opposed to 30, and

         17  this particular bill.

         18                 Now, because of the fact that the

         19  major contributions ran for 30 years, we put this

         20  thing in, also running for 30 years to be consistent

         21  with the basic structure.

         22                 This got enacted in 2001. In 2002,

         23  the Legislature allowed them to stop the basic

         24  contributions after 20 years. Had we been awake, and

         25  this is probably my fault more than anybodys, we
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          2  would have changed this bill at that point and had

          3  one bill amending both but every so often, you know,

          4  one is asleep at the switch, it didn't happen. Now,

          5  you have this kind of anomalous situation where they

          6  have the right to stop most of their contributions

          7  after 20 years, but a small group has to make this

          8  small contribution until 30 years. We're simply

          9  looking to make the treatment of this group

         10  consistent in conformance with the treatment of

         11  everybody else.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Does anybody have

         13  any questions?

         14                 Yes, Council Member Dilan.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Does this in

         16  any way affect, and I would just by looking at it

         17  say it doesn't, but will we be doing the same thing,

         18  because I believe last fiscal year there were a

         19  bunch of Sanitation workers that got laid off. I

         20  wouldn't say that it doesn't affect them in any way,

         21  in the future could we be looking --

         22                 MR. SCHWARTZ: Okay, that's a very

         23  good question.

         24                 The answer is we are presently

         25  working on legislation. This legislation is
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          2  applicable only to those laid off in the nineties.

          3  We are presently working on another bit of

          4  legislation that will address the needs of those who

          5  were laid off, you know, a year or so ago. That

          6  legislation is not yet before you. But this bill has

          7  nothing to do with the second group.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: I was under the

          9  impression that that's what we were doing today.

         10                 MR. SCHWARTZ: No.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: It's okay.

         12                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Thank you very

         14  much.

         15                 We've also been joined by Council

         16  Members Gentile and Council Member Fidler.

         17                 Any other questions? Seeing none,

         18  thank you very much, gentlemen.

         19                 MR. DEL GIORNO: Thank you for your

         20  time.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: At this point in

         22  time I would recommend an aye vote on the two

         23  particular items on today's agenda, and I will have

         24  the clerk call the roll.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: I vote aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Mr. Chair,

          5  may I be excused to explain my vote?

          6                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Thank you,

          8  Mr. Chair.

          9                 As former Chair of the Parks

         10  Committee, and as former Chair of the Civil Service

         11  and Labor, I proudly vote aye on both.

         12                 I think it's a small investment that

         13  the City makes for the workers of the Sanitation

         14  Department, and the urban rangers, urban park

         15  rangers, so, again, I vote aye on both. Thank you.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Mr. Chairman,

         22  may I be briefly excused to explain my vote?

         23                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I vote aye on

         25  both of these items, and we weren't here in '90 to
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          2  '93 when these workers were laid off, but we were

          3  here last year when the Administration, I think in

          4  what was an absolutely calculated effort to try and

          5  force budget concessions from the Council and other

          6  concessions from the union, played with people's

          7  lives and laid them off, and I look forward to the

          8  legislation that will be coming to us in the future,

          9  to remedy anything that was done to those workers

         10  who were already abused by the City in the budget

         11  process last year.

         12                 So, I vote aye on both.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: May I also

         15  have leave to explain my vote?

         16                 Mr. Chairman, I just want to echo the

         17  remarks made by Council Member Felder -- Fidler,

         18  there's no doubt that, you're not talking on your

         19  shoe now, right, so I know who you are? There is no

         20  doubt that the Administration played ping-pong with

         21  the lives of hundreds of Sanitation workers, men and

         22  women who were dedicated to making sure that our

         23  street is clean and safe, and what was done was

         24  wrong, especially when you consider that since these

         25  layoffs we have hired hundreds of additional workers
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          2  to fill vacancies in the staffing that we knew were

          3  going to be there anyway. When you think back to

          4  those dark days of the fiscal crisis not too long

          5  ago, and think about really the only workers who

          6  suffered this fate were the Sanitation workers, and

          7  it is not only a good thing to pass this bill, but

          8  it is also certainly the right thing to do for them

          9  and really for all City workers who were asked to do

         10  their jobs and to do it well, and when they do that

         11  they should not be punished the way these men and

         12  women were.

         13                 So, it is certainly an honor to vote

         14  for this bill this morning. Thank you. I vote aye on

         15  both.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

         18  explain my vote?

         19                 I vote aye on all of them, but I

         20  would just like to make a comment to those who

         21  testified that when people are laid off, that's a

         22  very severe blow, and it would seem that this is an

         23  issue that the gaps shouldn't be there and the

         24  cracks shouldn't be there.

         25                 Since you're working with additional
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          2  legislation, I would strongly propose, because you

          3  don't want to keep coming back to us, and when there

          4  is a situation where you have additional layoffs, I

          5  think you need to look at that, address it and see

          6  that somehow what you come up with is just a policy

          7  that is to deal with this situation.

          8                 He wishes to reply?

          9                 MR. SCHWARTZ: Yes. It's not really a

         10  rebuttal, it's just an explanation.

         11                 I mean, on the one hand the comment

         12  is certainly well taken. On the other hand, the

         13  drafting of the bill before you today is relatively

         14  uncomplicated. We knew we could get that one in in

         15  time for this session. The other one is a lot more

         16  complicated, it's being drafted by some real lawyers

         17  as opposed to the lawyer without a license. You

         18  know, the City has been involved with it, there were

         19  some negotiations to what the business of this new

         20  bill should be.

         21                 So, we weren't a hundred percent sure

         22  that we could get this other one done in time for

         23  this session, we knew we could get this one done,

         24  therefore, we figured let's get the one we know we

         25  can do.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I understand

          3  that. And I think Councilman Dilan had a very good

          4  point, because you should have legislation that's

          5  going to deal with this issue for those who are laid

          6  off and then are called back to work. And that

          7  should be something that's just clear across the

          8  board and have a solid legislation for that.

          9                 MR. SCHWARTZ: The thing, too, was

         10  this: When you had the layoffs in the seventies,

         11  when the uniformed people were restored, uniformed

         12  people got the service, were granted the service,

         13  without having to pay anything, and, you know, in a

         14  perfect world these bills would have been drafted

         15  that way also but we don't live in a perfect world,

         16  and, you know, one does what one has to do.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Yes, well,

         18  hopefully this other piece of legislation will deal

         19  with that.

         20                 Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of eight in

         24  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         25  abstentions, both items are adopted.
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          2                 Council Members, please sign the

          3  Committee report. Thank you.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON RIVERA: We're going to

          5  hold the roll open for a couple more minutes to

          6  allow other members to come by and place their

          7  votes.

          8                 Meeting is adjourned.

          9                 (Hearing concluded at 11:55 a.m.)
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