






























































































































































































































































Margot R. Becker 

689 Columbus Avenue, 2H          New York, NY   10025 

(917) 715-2697                        MargotRBecker@hotmail.com 

 

May 11, 2017 

 

To the New York City Council Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management: 

 

As a born and bred New Yorker and member of my building green team, my synagogue green team, and 

several other green councils, I am strongly opposed to the idea that polystyrene foam is a recyclable material, 

and thus I am strongly opposed to Intro 1480.  Polystyrene is NOT a recyclable material.  Rather, this is a 

myth advanced by the polystyrene and chemical industries to continue to sell their products. 

 

 Polystyrene is a human health risk, especially when it comes in contact with hot foods and liquids.  Many 

scientific studies show that styrene molecules move from the packing materials, plates and cups and into 

the foods and drinks, and are then ingested.  Plastic in our food and drink?  No thank you! 

 Styrene has long been linked to potential health problems in workers in polystyrene manufacturing plants.  

These people are simply trying to make a living and should not be subjected to toxic chemicals. 

 For New York City’s polystyrene to be recycled successful, there must be a reliable polystyrene recycling 

business to which we can send it.  This does not exist.  Even if we could collect our city’s polystyrene, 

there would be no recycling facility to which to send it. 

 Polystyrene costs twice as much as other plastics to clean and prepare for recycling, and then after all that 

work and expense, there is no market for it.  Thus polystyrene recycling does not make economic sense 

and polystyrene recycling businesses will fail every time.  Over 100 companies and cities have attempted 

to establish a polystyrene recycling operation, and none have been successful.   

 When polystyrene makes it to existing recycling operations, it mucks up those systems because it breaks 

apart very easily and gets mixed in with other materials, contaminating them and reducing their value for 

resale.  When polystyrene gets into recycling facilities, these facilities must comply with costly OSHA 

measures related to ventilation to prevent inhalation by staff members.  These facilities call polystyrene 

what it really is—garbage—and they send it to landfill. 

 Because polystyrene can not be successfully recycled, it is landfilled.  As New York moves forward on a 

zero waste plan, it would be stupid to introduce a large source of unrecyclable garbage into our waste. 

 Some of New York City’s polystyrene waste is burned in Essex County, NJ, upwind of Harlem and the 

Upper West Side.  This is dangerous for our neighbors’ health, and our own.  I live on the Upper West 

Side, so I inhale this material when it is burned.  Oh no! 

 When polystyrene litters our parks and streets, it is unsightly; when it litters our waterways, it can harm 

sea animals that mistake the tiny particles for food, thus ingesting it (and then we ingest them!) 

 Many good alternatives to polystyrene food and beverage containers exist, including paper and 

compostable products.  The cost of these is reducing and is now coming close to the cost of polystyrene 

products.  Banning polystyrene cups and clamshells in restaurants will help educate people and move 

them toward using other materials at home. 

 

Let’s not collect this lousy material!  Let’s reduce its use in our beautiful city!  Over 100 cities across the 

country, including San Francisco and Washington DC, have banned polystyrene food container.  Let’s follow 

their lead.  For the sake of human health, the environment, and the economic health of our city and region, it 

is very important that Intro 1480 IS NOT PASSED.  Instead, a positive proposal is Intro 1596, which would 

ban polystyrene from food service in NYC, and which I strongly support. 

 

Thank you, 

 












































