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THE COUNCIL

BRIEFING PAPER OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

Matthew Gewolb, Legislative Director

COMMITTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATION

Hon. Mark Levine, Chairperson

               May 22, 2017
Preconsidered Int. No.   
By Council Member Ulrich   

Title:                            
A Local Law in relation to the naming of Joel A. Miele, Sr. Pedestrian Bridge. 
Proposed Int. No. 1305-A
By Council Members Salamanca, Vacca, Gentile, Treyger, Koslowitz and Dromm
Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to minimum notice of temporary parking restrictions related to the removal of trees.
Res. No. 994
By Council Members Cohen, Levine, Rodriguez, Palma and Menchaca

Title:
Resolution calling upon the Metropolitan Transportation Authority and all other appropriate entities to support a Hudson River Greenway between Spuyten Duyvil and Yonkers to provide riverfront access in a continuous stretch concurrent with the Metro-North line extending from Manhattan to Westchester.
INTRODUCTION

On May 22, 2017, the Committee on Parks and Recreation, chaired by Council Member Mark Levine, will hold a hearing to vote on Preconsidered Int. No.__, Proposed Int. No. 1305-A  and Res. No. 994.  More information on Preconsidered Int. No.__ can be accessed online at https://goo.gl/VhAp4t, information on Proposed Int. No. 1305-A can be accessed online at https://goo.gl/M3E9Tc and more information on Res. No. 994 can be accessed online at https://goo.gl/OdFFXE.

BACKGROUND

Preconsidered Int. No.  
Preconsidered Int. No. permanently changes the name of the 163rd Avenue Pedestrian Bridge in the Borough of Queens to Joel A. Miele, Sr. Pedestrian Bridge, and amends the official City map accordingly.  
Proposed Int. No. 1305-A

Proposed Int. No. 1305-A would require the Department of Parks and Recreation to post notices of the effective date of temporary parking restrictions relating to tree removals at least two days before the commencement of such restrictions, with certain exceptions.
Res. No. 994
Res. No. 994 calls upon the Metropolitan Transportation Authority and all other appropriate entities to support a Hudson River Greenway between Spuyten Duyvil and Yonkers to provide riverfront access in a continuous stretch concurrent with the Metro-North line extending from Manhattan to Westchester.  The Hudson River Greenway bicycle and pedestrian trail begins at Battery Park and runs all the way up through Westchester County with 3-mile long gap along the waterfront in the Bronx and Yonkers. The New York Metropolitan Transit Council, an organization of regional governments charged with studying transportation-related issues for New York City, Long Island and the lower Hudson Valley is charged with coming up with a plan for closing the gap in a way that allows for continuous access along the greenway.

Preconsidered Int. No. 

By Council Member Ulrich

..Title

A Local Law in relation to the naming of Joel A. Miele, Sr. Pedestrian Bridge...Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1. The following bridge name, in the Borough of Queens, is hereby designated as hereafter indicated. Such name change shall be reflected on the city map if such bridge is located and laid out on such map.  

	New Name
	 Present Name 

	Joel A. Miele, Sr. Pedestrian Bridge
	163rd Avenue Pedestrian Bridge 



§2. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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Proposed Int. No. 1305-A
By Council Members Salamanca, Vacca, Gentile, Treyger, Koslowitz and Dromm

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to minimum notice of temporary parking restrictions related to the removal of trees..Body

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 18 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 18-148 to read as follows: 

§ 18-148 Notification of tree removal. a. Not less than two days prior to commencement of temporary parking restrictions on any street or roadway or a portion thereof, for the purpose of removal of trees by the department, the department shall post notice of the effective date of such restrictions on such street or roadway, unless the planned work is to occur in accordance with other existing parking restrictions, such as alternate side parking regulations. Such notification shall include the effective date of such restrictions, the location of such restrictions and the estimated end date of such restrictions.  

b. Nothing in this section shall be construed to require the department to provide notice of any temporary parking restrictions where such restrictions are required to commence immediately to preserve public safety.
c. Nothing in this section shall be construed to require the department to complete planned removal within the estimated end date of such restrictions. 

2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Res. No. 994
Resolution calling upon the Metropolitan Transportation Authority and all other appropriate entities to support a Hudson River Greenway between Spuyten Duyvil and Yonkers to provide riverfront access in a continuous stretch concurrent with the Metro-North line extending from Manhattan to Westchester.
By Council Members Cohen, Levine, Rodriguez, Palma and Menchaca
Whereas, In 1991, the Hudson River Valley Greenway Act (the Act) was signed by then Governor Mario Cuomo to initiate the design and construction of multi-use trails along the Hudson River from Manhattan to Saratoga County; and
Whereas, An important mission of the Act is to promote increased public access to the Hudson River by creating riverside parks and develop the Hudson River Valley Greenway Trail System; and

Whereas, The Hudson River Valley Greenway, established by the Act is a state sponsored program created to assist in the development and preservation of natural, historic and recreational resources while encouraging economic development among the 13 counties bordering the Hudson River; and

Whereas, Currently, residents of Riverdale and the public have access to Riverdale Station Park, a 300 foot promenade with entrances through the Riverdale’s Metro North Station at 254th Street; and

Whereas, Residents, advocacy groups and local elected officials have expressed that expanding access to the Hudson River waterfront would be beneficial to residents and local businesses surrounding the area to take advantage of the City’s waterfront; and 

Whereas, The New York Metropolitan Transportation Council (NYMTC), a regional council of governments and transportation providers which serves as the metropolitan planning organization for New York City, Long Island and the lower Hudson Valley, conducted the Greenway Link Study (the Study) in 2013 which consisted of evaluating designs for a pathway connecting the Manhattan Waterfront Greenway in northern Manhattan with the Old Croton Aqueduct Trail in Yonkers; and
Whereas; The Study was conducted to map a route for the trail and identify specific physical improvements and ensure a safe route for pedestrians and cyclists as close to the river as possible; and

Whereas; The Study also outlined planning and design issues that affect topography when having to construct an off-road multi-use trail for recreational purposes, specifically code compliance, regulatory compliance and property ownership issues; and
Whereas, When released to the public, residents raised concerns regarding certain aspects of the Study, specifically sidewalk construction that would require altering the wooded nature of the area, cost estimates and also safety concerns for cyclists crossing the Broadway Bridge which requires them to ride on a steel-grate roadway with two lanes of traffic in each direction; and

Whereas, There is community support for additional engineering and other relevant studies to be performed by the appropriate agencies to achieve easier access to the Hudson River waterfront for the Bronx community and the public; and 
Whereas, Residents, advocacy groups, elected officials and all agencies involved with the Hudson River Valley Greenway share a common goal to initiate new studies and evaluate plans and designs that will grant the public access to the waterfront safely and will benefit the community, both recreationally and economically; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the Metropolitan Transportation Authority and all other appropriate entities to support a Hudson River Greenway between Spuyten Duyvil and Yonkers to provide riverfront access in a continuous stretch concurrent with the Metro-North line extending from Manhattan to Westchester.
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