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Good afternoon, my name is Alex Gleason, and I am the Policy Associate at The New York City Central 

Labor Council, AFL-CIO.  Comprised of 1.3 million workers across 300 affiliated unions, the Central Labor 

Council strongly supports Int. No. 978-A. Per research published by the American Academy of Allergy, Asthma, 

and Immunology, there is evidence mold causes adverse human health effects through three distinct mechanisms: 

(1) generation of a harmful immune response, (2) direct infection by the organism, and (3) toxic-irritant effects 

from mold byproducts1. This conclusion mirrors a report authored by the Institute of Medicine in conjunction with 

the Center for Disease Control, which found sufficient evidence2 linking indoor mold exposure to upper respiratory 

tract (nasal and throat) issues, coughing, wheezing, and asthmatic symptoms3. With such overwhelming, credible 

evidence, it is clear New York City must act to protect workers, tenants, and building owners from dangerous 

mold.  

 

The creation of a licensing system for mold abatement, assessment, and remediation gives the City a mechanism to 

enforce universal health and safety standards. A license guarantees a base standard of knowledge and experience to 

mitigate some of the hazards associated with long-term occupational exposure to mold. Under the Commissioner’s 

review, the City and State can modify the coursework and training required for a license, which will give workers 

the most prudent skills necessary for the job, and mandates employers provide appropriate equipment.  

 

The externalities of untreated mold can have dire consequences on communities, workers, and their families. The 

long-term consequences of developing asthma or other complications associated with occupational mold exposure 

can impede on quality of life and increase the cost of healthcare; this can be intimidating for working families 

struggling to get-by. Likewise, the long-run opportunity cost for a child exposed to mold (at school, at home, 

etcetera,) can be permanent. Research published in the Journal for Clinical and Experimental Allergy finds several 

different factors—mold spore concertation, temperature, and air circulation—can put children at risk of chronic 

respiratory problems later4; this will have a long-term opportunity cost and impact on a child’s life. Understanding 

mold’s danger, the City should do everything it can to curtail the problem.  

 

Blatant adverse health effects to mold exposure require action to protect workers, tenants, and landlords. Int. No. 

978-A implements commonsense solutions to ensure mold is entirely removed, and creates a system of 

accountability. Licensing is used in a myriad of professions spanning many industries—it makes sense to include 

workers dealing with hazardous conditions like mold. The New York City Central Labor Council strongly supports 

this important legislation, and encourages the City Council to pass this bill.  
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