








































































Statement of Rabbi Jeffrey Gale 
 
A large number of my congregation are elderly Holocaust survivors and pensioners living on fixed 
incomes and feel the burden of high transportation costs.  How much the more so does this apply to the 
poorest elements of Washington Heights. 
 
I volunteer as a reading buddy at an afternoon school for needy Latino children.  The hot meal they 
receive may be the only one they have that day.  Their families are truly disadvantaged by high 
transportation costs. 
 
The Hebrew word for charity is tzedakah.  It really means righteousness or narrowing the gap between 
the haves and have nots.  The highest form of tzedakah in Judaism is helping the disadvantaged to 
support themselves. 
 
That's what subsidized metro cards are all about.  They enable the disadvantaged to climb out of 
poverty.  By investing a tiny additional percentage of the overall budget of NYC, we help to alleviate the 
much greater cost of social inequality. 

 


























