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ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
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BACKGROUND
Under Local Law 82 of 1990, the City Council assumed responsibility for adopting the legislation that would establish individual business improvement districts (“BIDs”).

BIDs are specifically defined areas of designated properties.  They use the City’s real property tax collection mechanism to collect a special tax assessment that the BID District Management Association uses to pay for additional services beyond those that the City provides.  The additional services would be designed to enhance the area and to improve local business.  Normally, a BID's additional services would be in the areas of security, sanitation, physical/capital improvements (lighting, landscaping, sidewalks etc.), seasonal activities (Christmas lighting) and related business services (marketing and advertising).
Under the process established by the Law, the City Council has adopted Resolution 1357, which set a public hearing date of Wednesday, February 15, 2017 for the legislation that would authorize the establishment of the New Dorp BID. 

Prior to the Council’s action, the Community Board for the district in which the proposed BID is located -- Community Board 2 of Staten Island -- voted to approve the establishment of the proposed BID on November 15, 2016.  The City Planning Commission (“CPC”) also reviewed the proposed BID and held a public hearing on November 30, 2016.  The CPC approved a resolution on January 4, 2017 (Calendar No. 8), which certified the CPC’s unqualified approval of the establishment of the BID.  

Resolution 1357 also directed that all notice provisions contained in the law be complied with. Therefore, the Department of Small Business Services was directed to publish the Resolution or its summary in the City Record or a newspaper of general circulation not less than 10 nor more than 30 days before the public hearing. The New Dorp BID Steering Committee was directed to mail the Resolution or its summary to each owner of real property within the proposed extended district at the address shown on the latest City assessment roll, to such other persons as are registered with the City to receive tax bills for property within the BID, and to occupants of each building within the proposed extended district, also not less than 10 nor more than 30 days before the public hearing.  Finally, the New Dorp BID Steering Committee was also directed to publish in a newspaper of general circulation a notice stating the time and place of the hearing and stating the increase in the amount to be expended annually in the District not less than 10 days prior to the hearing.
The public hearing to consider both the plan itself and the enacting legislation, according to the provisions of the law, is to be closed without a vote.  The Committee then must wait at least 30 days before it can again consider and possibly vote to approve this legislation.  The 30-day period immediately after this public hearing serves as an objection period.  Any property owner may, during this time period, formally object to the plan by filing such objection in the Office of the City Clerk, on forms provided by the City Clerk.  In the event that either at least 51 percent of the total number of property owners or owners with at least 51 percent of the assessed valuation of all the benefited real property within the district object to the plan, then the City Council is prohibited, by law, from approving such plan.


When the Committee considers this legislation after the conclusion of the objection period, it must answer the following four questions:



1.
Were all notices of hearing for all hearings required to be held published and mailed as so required?;



2.
Does all the real property within the district's boundaries benefit from the establishment of the district, except as otherwise provided by the law?;



3.
Is all real property benefited by the district included within the district?; and



4.
Is the establishment of the district in the best interests of the public?


If the Committee finds in the affirmative on these four questions and the number of objections required to prevent the creation of such district are not filed, then the legislation can be adopted.


This local law takes effect after the requirements contained in Section 25-408 of the Administrative Code are complied with. 
NEW DORP BID DETAILS

The proposed New Dorp BID is located along New Dorp Lane and adjacent commercial streets in the New Dorp neighborhood of the borough of Staten Island (the New Dorp BID). The proposed boundaries of the New Dorp BID follow New Dorp Lane from Richmond Road to Hylan Boulevard, and along New Dorp Plaza (which is bisected by railroad tracks).
 Along New Dorp Plaza, the BID area runs from Steele Avenue west of the tracks and from Jacques Avenue east of the tracks to Ross Avenue. The center of the proposed BID is the New Dorp Station of the Staten Island Railway (SIR).
 


The proposed BID contains 146 properties and 180 businesses, most of which are small and family-owned.
 New Dorp Lane and New Dorp Plaza contain restaurants, boutiques and other specialized retail, health, legal and real estate services, beauty salons, and dance, yoga and karate studios, as well as a number of banks, two churches, a public library, two gas stations and a municipal parking lot near the SIR station.
 The commercial strip is surrounded by low-density residential neighborhoods.
 The BID also includes two properties fronting Hylan Boulevard.
 


In its first year of operation, the BID proposes to offer: a sanitation program to supplement City sanitation services; marketing and promotion services, which may include special events, street, TV or online advertising; beautification; economic development initiatives (including free Wi-Fi), storefront façade design and heritage tourism links; and advocacy.
 The BID will solicit additional support for programs and events from elected officials and private funders.
 In the future, the BID may propose improvements such as sidewalk plantings, plaques identifying the district, trash receptacles, benches, and wayfinding signage.


The BID projects a first-year budget of $135,000.
 The BID Steering Committee agreed to an assessment formula where commercial or mixed-use properties would contribute a rate for each foot of property frontage.
 This would result in an estimated average assessment of $17 per foot per year per property.
 The median projected first yearly assessment would be $778 and the average would be $1,080.
 Government and not-for-profit properties are exempt from an assessment, and purely residential properties would contribute $1 per year.
 The proposed BID’s budget would be allocated in the following manner: hiring salaried staff (36 percent); marketing and promotions (37 percent), sanitation (16 percent), and economic development (11 percent).

	Int. No. 1454
 
By Council Members Ferreras-Copeland and Matteo (by request of the Mayor)
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the establishment of the New Dorp business improvement district.
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
                     Section 1.   Chapter 5 of title 25 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 25-490 to read as follows:
§ 25-490 New Dorp business improvement district.  a. The city council having determined, pursuant to section 25-407 of chapter four of this title: that notice of hearing for all hearings required to be held was published and mailed as required by law and was otherwise sufficient; that, except as otherwise provided in section 25-403 of chapter four of this title, all the real property within the boundaries of the district will benefit from the establishment of the district; that all the real property benefited is included within the limits of the district; and that the establishment of the district is in the public interest; and the council having determined further that the requisite number of owners have not objected as provided in section 25-406 of chapter four of this title, there is hereby established in the borough of Staten Island, the New Dorp business improvement district. Such district is established in accordance with the district plan required to be filed with the city clerk pursuant to subdivision b of this section.
b. Immediately upon adoption of this local law by the council, the council shall file with the city clerk the district plan upon which the New Dorp business improvement district is based.
c. The district plan shall not be amended except in accordance with chapter four of this title.
§ 2. This local law shall take effect upon compliance with section 25-408 of chapter 4 of title 25 of the administrative code of the city of New York.
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� New York City Department of City Planning, City Planning Commission, IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by the Department of Small Business Services on behalf of the New Dorp BID Steering Committee pursuant to Section 25-405(a) of Chapter 4 of Title 25 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York, as amended, concerning the establishment of the New Dorp Business Improvement District, Borough of Staten Island, Community District 2 1 (Jan. 4, 2017), available at � HYPERLINK "http://www1.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/about/cpc/170130.pdf" �http://www1.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/about/cpc/170130.pdf� 
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