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Introduction

On Wednesday, December 14, 2016, the Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations, chaired by Council Member Jimmy Van Bramer, and the Subcommittee on Libraries, chaired by Council Member Andy King, will conduct an oversight hearing on the New York Public Library Schwarzman Building and Midtown Campus Plans.  Witnesses invited to testify include the City’s three public library systems, library advocates and other interested parties.
New York City Public Library Systems

Library services in New York City are provided through three independent systems: the Brooklyn Public Library (BPL), which serves the borough of Brooklyn; the New York Public Library (NYPL), which serves the boroughs of Manhattan, Staten Island and the Bronx; and the Queens Borough Public Library (QL), which serves the borough of Queens.
 Collectively, the three systems operate 217 local library branches throughout the City in addition to four NYPL research library centers, located in Manhattan.

New York City public libraries offer free and open access to books, periodicals, electronic resources, mobile technology and non-print materials, and patrons may borrow such library materials through a lending service. Together, the total collection of the three systems include 377 electronic databases and more than 65 million books, periodicals as well as other circulating and reference items.
 Local branches also offer career services and internet access, along with educational, cultural and recreational programming for adults, young adults and children.

New Yorkers view their libraries as multipurpose community and information centers, as safe havens for children after school, a place where immigrants and other non-native speakers can learn English and where anyone can obtain free tax assistance and business services,
 including technical assistance programs for small businesses.

The City’s public libraries focus on equitable service delivery by ensuring that all New Yorkers have access to information, programs and resources and access to literacy locations throughout the five boroughs. Each of the three library systems maintain robust and diverse collections in multiple languages and provide access to computers, wireless Internet and other technology at no cost, serving as a critical utility for disconnected, low-income and non-English speaking households. 

New York Public Library

NYPL (the “Library”) is the largest public library system in the United States, with four scholarly research centers and 88 branch libraries in the Bronx, Manhattan and Staten Island.
 The Library provides free and open access to its physical and electronic collections and information, as well as to its programming and services for New Yorkers of all ages, from toddlers to teens to seniors.
 Systemwide, it serves more than 17 million patrons annually and millions more online, with more than 51 million accessible items, from e-books and DVDs to renowned research collections.
 Additionally, NYPL presents thousands of exhibitions and public programs, including classes in technology, literacy, research and English for Speakers of Other Languages.

Midtown Campus Plans
In fall 2015, with the selection of the design team, NYPL announced that it was moving forward with a $300 million project to completely renovate and update the Mid-Manhattan Library (MML), located at 455 Fifth Avenue, and to increase public space, including for researchers and for exhibitions, at its main branch, the Stephen A. Schwarzman Building (SASB), located on Fifth Avenue at 42nd Street in Midtown Manhattan.
 Following more than a year of discussion and input led by librarians and informed by expert and public feedback, preliminary designs were released in the fall of 2016.
 Construction is expected to start in late 2017 and work is expected to be completed in early 2020.

During construction, MML will be temporarily closed and the Schwarzman Building will assume the primary functions of the MML, including the relocation of MML’s circulating collections, computer stations, and a number of its public programs.
 In order to accommodate its new works, SASB will be redesigned with shelving, desks, and more, which will remain for public use after the new MML opens.

Last year, the City Council allocated $155.3 million toward work on the system’s Midtown Campus, which includes the upgrade and replacement of all building systems, vertical transportation, required conveyor systems, reconfiguration of all floors to incorporate required programmatic elements, full accessibility, new finishes, flooring, lighting, wayfinding, IT/AV infrastructure and equipment, roof, building envelope and windows as needed.
 The renovated building will be a more than 100,000-square foot facility, providing more space than the current MML and Science, Industry and Business Library combined; 35 percent more public space than the current MML; capacity for about 400,000 books and other materials, including a multistory wall of bookshelves; a “Long Room,” offering five floors of open, browsable book stacks and two floors of meeting rooms; a public roof terrace; an employment skills center and an area for job-search help and small business support; a full floor dedicated to separate libraries for children and teens; over 11,000-square feet of multipurpose space that can be used for classes, events, one-on-one consultations, seminars, and a host of other programs; and hundreds more seats than the current branch.
 Underutilized space will be repurposed for multiple uses, such as circulating collections, reading, studying, programs, events, exhibits, café space and retail.
 Eventually, the project is expected to create one of the largest adult education centers in Manhattan, to directly address the needs of immigrant and low-income communities as well as a world class business library.

According to the NYPL website, the Midtown Campus will consolidate all Library offerings, from circulating and research services to business resources and educational programs for all ages.
 As a result, the Campus will provide more public library space than is currently available in Midtown, longer hours, and enhanced access to the Library’s collections, technology, and staff expertise.

Conclusion
At this hearing, the Committees are looking forward to an overview of the NYPL’s Midtown Campus Renovation plan, including a timeline, and how library services will be affected while buildings are under construction. The Committees are also interested in learning about how the new Campus will better serve New Yorkers, including projected patronage, available programming and services, as well as technology.
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