
















 

 

 

October 12, 2016 

 
Written Testimony of Lawyers Alliance for New York to 

the New York City Council Contracts Committee  

 

for the October 6, 2016 Oversight Hearing on HHS Accelerator 

 

by Laura Abel, Senior Policy Counsel 

 
On behalf of Lawyers Alliance for New York, I respectfully submit this testimony to urge the 

City to post human services RFPs online, without restricting access to entities that are pre-

registered.   

 

Lawyers Alliance is the leading provider of business and transactional legal services to 

nonprofit organizations that are improving the quality of life in New York City 

neighborhoods.  Each year our legal staff, joined by more than 1,500 volunteer attorneys 

from more than 125 law firms and corporate legal departments, serves thousands of 

nonprofits working in all five boroughs.   

 

While the HHS Accelerator has introduced many efficiencies into the City’s contracting 

process, it also impairs the transparency of that process in certain ways.  In particular, human 

services RFPs are now available online only to organizations that have been prequalified to 

provide that particular type of service.  As the Accelerator states, “RFPs will ONLY be 

released to prequalified providers through the HHS Accelerator System....”
1
  Not only must 

an organization be prequalified in order to view an RFP, but the provider must be approved 

to provide the particular service that is the subject of the RFP.  For instance, the publicly 

available “Procurement Summary” for the Department of Youth and Community 

Development’s “Comprehensive Services for Immigrant Families” RFP states, “To receive 

this RFP in the HHS Accelerator system, you must have an approved Service  

Application for at least one of the following:...”
2
 Organizations that are not prequalified are 

told that they may request hard-copy RFPs in person at an office in Brooklyn.
3 

 

We understand that requiring prequalification before a nonprofit applies for an RFP ensures 

that City agencies are not flooded with RFPs from unqualified entities, and “enables more 

focus in the RFP on quality of experience versus establishing basic competence.”
4
  However 

that same rationale does not justify restricting the ability to view an RFP online.  Indeed, 

                                                 
1 NYC HHS Accelerator, Procurements, http://www1.nyc.gov/site/hhsaccelerator/funding/procurements.page 
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http://www1.nyc.gov/assets/hhsaccelerator/downloads/pdf/DYCDComprehensiveServicesforImmigrantFamilies

.pdf 
3 http://www1.nyc.gov/site/hhsaccelerator/funding/procurements.page  
4 NYC HHS Accelerator, Service Application, http://www1.nyc.gov/site/hhsaccelerator/funding/service-

application.page  
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restricting online access to RFPs in this way runs contrary to best practices in government 

contracting and to the practices of other large government entities.  For instance, the National 

Institute for Government Procurement includes as a best practice posting RFPs on publicly 

available websites.
5
  Likewise, the Sunlight Foundation recommends that “[s]olicitations or 

tenders for contracts, as well as any accompanying documents that justify or explain 

exemptions from regular procedures and requirements, should be made available to the 

public and should remain publicly available even after the solicitation period has ended,” and 

that these documents should be available online with no registration requirement.
6
  New 

York State makes RFPs available on line, as does the City of Philadelphia.
7
 

 

Restricting access to RFPs to those providers who are already prequalified makes it unduly 

burdensome for small providers trying to decide whether to start contracting with the City or 

to start providing that particular type of service.  How can an organization know whether it is 

worthwhile to spend time prequalifying without viewing the terms that the City sets for 

contracts of that type?  In this way, the HHS Accelerator’s secrecy impedes access for new 

providers. 

 

The restricted access also impairs Lawyers Alliance’s ability to understand the City’s 

procurement process.  Lawyers Alliance provides legal assistance to help nonprofit 

corporations negotiate government contracts and comply with their contractual obligations.  

We also run workshops and webinars to educate nonprofit executives and staff about 

government procurement practices.  Sometimes, we are even funded by City agencies to 

engage in this work.  Access to the City’s RFPs helps us stay up to date about current 

government procurement procedures and provide better service to our clients. 
 
Restricting access to RFPs also interferes with the public’s ability to provide oversight over 

the City’s contracting process.  The media and watchdog groups are unlikely to be able to 

prequalify to obtain access to human services RFPs because they do not provide those types 

of services themselves.  Without that access, they are unable to determine whether RFPs 

seem to be tailored to favor a particular service provider, comply with applicable laws, or are 

a wise use of taxpayer funds.  As the Sunlight Foundation describes, “More transparency in 

procurement can reduce corruption, make procurement more efficient and effective, and 

allow for more accountability.”
8
 

 

For these reasons, we recommend that the City post all of its human services RFPs online, 

without requiring preregistration. 

                                                 
5 See National Institute for Government Procurement, Transparency in Public Procurement, Element 1.1, 

https://www.nigp.org/docs/default-source/New-Site/global-best-practices/transparency.pdf?sfvrsn=2 
6 Sunlight Foundation, Procurement Open Data Guidelines 2, 15, 16, 

http://sunlightfoundation.com/procurement/opendataguidelines 
7 See N.Y. State Grants Gateway, Welcome to the Grants Gateway, 

https://grantsgateway.ny.gov/IntelliGrants_NYSGG/module/nysgg/goportal.aspx  

http://www.phila.gov/rfp/Pages/default.aspx (“The Grant Opportunity Portal is online and available to the 

public, providing a one-stop shop for anyone interested in locating grant funding opportunities with State 

agencies.”); City of Philadelphia, Request for Proposals, http://www.phila.gov/rfp/Pages/default.aspx 
8 Sunlight Foundation, Procurement Open Data Guidelines, supra. 






