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I would like to thank the members of the City Council for allowing me the opportunity to submit my 

comments on the condemnation of the global Boycott, Divestment and Sanction (BDS) movement 

against the nation of Israel.  

 

My name is Walter Mosley, New York State Assemblyman from the 57
th

 Assembly District.  I 

represent the neighborhoods of Fort Greene, Clinton Hill, Prospect Heights and parts of Bedford 

Stuyvesant and Crown Heights. As a representative of Crown Heights, a community with strong ties to 

the nation of Israel I am acutely aware of the aims behind this movement to delegitimize our strongest 

key ally within the Middle East region. 

 

Today is an important day, as you the members of the New York City Council take a stand against a 

movement that is, at its heart, anti-Semitic.  Supporters of BDS say that boycotts historically have been 

used by aggrieved parties. Likewise, to some BDS is a nonviolent alternative to war. However, as H.L. 

Mencken – a nationally recognized and renowned German-American journalist, satirist, cultural critic 

and scholar of American English in the early and mid-1900s so noted: “For every complex problem 

there is an answer that is clear, simple and wrong,”  and I wholeheartedly believe this movement is 

reflective of this quote by Mr. Mencken. 

 

First, New York benefits immensely from a robust relationship with Israel in bilateral trade annually.  

Like most countries, the critical operational prerequisites for successfully conducting effective research 

and development (R&D) are one’s access to growing markets/customer base, talent, intellectual 

property protection, stable economy/government and information technology infrastructure. 

Accordingly, many countries are promoting optimization of R&D operations, including relocation as 

part of their innovation-led economic development strategies. R&D tax incentives are an important 

component of these strategies. As such, the strengths of Israel’s R&D enhance the lives of New 

Yorkers and the U.S. on a daily basis. 
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A prime example of these innovation-led developments is Israel’s high-tech hardware and apps that are 

a part of our community’s daily lives. From ATMs, to advanced computers, to cutting-edge software 

that safeguards us from digital attacks – have any BDS supporters pulled the plug on any of these 

advances? 

 

Second, New York isn’t immune from anti-Semitism. Jewish students on New York State college 

campuses have faced intimidation and hateful rhetoric from extremist campaigns against the Jewish 

State.  Former Spanish Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar has warned, “I think BDS is an unfair, 

discriminatory movement based on a moral double standard that is, in the final analysis, anti-Semitic”. 

Verbal attacks and threats on pro-Israeli professors in incidences at Brooklyn College last fall is but a 

testament to the nature of the BDS movement. 

 

This is why today I urge the members of this esteemed body to pass this resolution and to send a clear 

message that anti-Semitism has no place in such a vibrant and diverse city as New York. Going 

forward, I pledge to the assembled members of the City Council, and more importantly the citizenry of 

New York to work to ensure that New York City continues to be a tolerant and welcoming city to all. 

 

Thank you again for the opportunity to submit my testimony today. 

  



 
 
AJC Statement on Resolution 1058-A, New York City Council 
Thursday, September 8 
- 
 

Good morning. My name is Michael Schmidt, and I serve as Director of AJC 

NY. For 110 years, AJC has worked to enhance the wellbeing of the Jewish 

people across the world, by building bridges, forging alliances, and 

advocating for a more just world. Today I am here representing the 

thousands of AJC supporters, across every borough in New York, who are 

concerned with BDS.  

 

New York has spoken out loudly against BDS in recent months, and for that 

AJC is proud. In June, Governor Cuomo signed on as co-chair of AJC’s 

Governors United Against BDS initiative, and also announced his historic 

executive order opposing BDS. Indeed just a few weeks ago, Mayor de 

Blasio delivered a speech where he declared that “fighting BDS is consistent 

with progressive values.”  

 

Among the many esteemed leaders across the city with whom AJC has 

partnered is Guillermo Chacon, President of the Latino Commission on 



AIDS, and co-chair of AJC’s Latino-Jewish Coalition – a group of Jewish 

and non-Jewish Latino leaders committed to building bridges between our 

communities. Guillermo is known to many of you as a passionate advocate, 

and although he could not be here today in person, he requested that I 

share the following statement on his behalf: 

-- 

“Addressing the most pressing issues of the Latino community 

together with the most pressing issues of the Jewish community has 

been vitally important to me, and in that spirit I wish to add my voice 

in support of the anti-BDS resolution in front of you today. As a non-

Jewish friend of Israel, and someone who has personally visited there 

twice, I understand the complexities that Israel faces on a daily basis, 

and unequivocally reject the discriminatory nature of BDS and its 

sinister intent. Just as we are proud of the multiculturalism of our 

great city, so too have I witnessed the diversity and commitment to 

pluralism amongst peoples of different backgrounds, religions, and 

cultures in Israel.  Israel has proven to be a reliable friend of New 

York, and as with any friend we must stand up for her and never allow 

her enemies to delegitimize her.” 

-- 



Israel is a thriving, vibrant democracy in a very tough neighborhood of the 

Middle East. Like the United States and any other democracy, it faces its 

own challenges and is imperfect. The BDS movement, however, with its 

singular focus on Israel and zero critique of the Palestinian leadership, is 

intrinsically dishonest and prejudiced and predicated on a false narrative 

that is belied by an historical record that stretches from ancient times to the 

present day. The movement’s goal is to delegitimize and ultimately 

eliminate Israel. In seeking to do so, it does not actually help Palestinians as 

it ostensibly purports to do. 

 

A two-state solution, achieved through direct bilateral negotiations between 

Israel and the Palestinian Authority, featuring two states for two peoples, 

living side by side in peace and security is the best way to advance and 

support the interests of Israelis and Palestinians.  That is why AJC has long 

supported it.  The aim of the BDS movement, however, is not a negotiated 

peace between Israel and the Palestinians, but to delegitimize the very 

existence of Israel, our strongest ally in the Middle East and the only true 

democracy and open society in that region. 

 



As the premier global Jewish advocacy organization, AJC has taken 

influential global leaders in government, media, academia and faith to 

Israel through our signature Project Interchange seminars. Returning to 

their home countries, Project Interchange alumni – including a number of 

high profile elected officials from New York - often cite the eye-opening 

experience as one which highlighted the tremendous contributions Israel is 

making to the international community. We have been witness to this here 

in New York City, through dynamic exchanges and initiatives in the areas of 

science, culture, medicine and technology.  Project Interchange alum also 

often recount how the trips, that include meetings with Israeli Arabs and 

also Palestinian leaders dispel many preconceived notions they had about 

Israel as a society.  Ultimately, many Project Interchange alum have 

become committed advocates in exposing how disingenuous the BDS 

movement is at its core and how it must distort reality in an effort to 

advance its ideology.   

 

Today’s resolution illustrates New York’s continued commitment to Israel 

and to the deep relationship with Israel that New York has enjoyed since 

1948. It is for this reason that AJC strongly supports Resolution 1058-A.  

 



Thank you for your time and consideration of this vitally important 

resolution. 










































