


















































































From: Carol H Krinsky [mailto:chk1@nyu.edu]  

Sent: Wednesday, May 18, 2016 5:16 PM 
Subject: The 42nd Street Public Library 

 

To the Hon. Rebecca Chasan, Hon Julissa Ferreras-Coperland, Hon. Jimmy VanBramer, Hon. 

Andy King. 

          

I am writing to ask for a one-time allocation of City funds to repair the climate control system at 

the 42
nd

 Street Library.  I am a Professor of Art and Architectural History at NYU where I have 

taught since 1965. My years of research at the 42
nd

 Street Library date back to l955.  Nearly all 

my research for five books and many articles was done at 42
nd

 Street where books were always 

available from a closed-stack system of storage from which books never circulated.  

 

When the Central Library Plan was active, between 2.5 and three million books were removed 

from the stacks, sent to storage in New Jersey. This means wasteful expense for storage, 

handling, and trucking now and in the future.  The Library  will put the most-requested books 

back at 42
nd

 Street, but the scholarly, foreign language, and rarer books are the ones that scholars 

rely on to be at 42
nd

 Street, ready to hand. They aren’t digitized. They are obtainable only by 

advance request-- if one knows about making advanced requests. Those are the books that have 

sometimes been lost or misfiled in New Jersey. Despite the Library’s hopes for rapid retrieval, 

colleagues and students report regular delays of three to four days. 

 

You might assume that scholarly research is done by only a few people and that it reaches only a 

few people, but in fact, the effects of scholarship are felt in public policy changes, expenditure 

on culture by tourists, position papers by candidates for office, analysis of commercial 

transactions, and so on.  People come from the entire western hemisphere to use 42
nd

 Street. 

They come from abroad, too.  Graduate students and advanced undergraduates at local 

universities use 42
nd

 Street’s facilities; I require every one of my students learn to use them.  We 

all need the stacks to be rehabilitated, either with city or private funds.  This would be a one-time 

city allocation to preserve the city’s position as the hub of research in the western hemisphere. 

 

Readership figures during the past year cannot indicate the number of people who normally use 

42
nd

 Street even in a digital era, because the closing of the Rose Reading Room for repairs led 

many of us to go wherever else we could to do at least parts of our work. I have access to NYU 

and Columbia libraries; independent scholars, retirees, and others don’t. They all need 42
nd

 

Street. So do I.   
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A second reason why user statistics are not helpful is the MaRLI program. It lets certain people 

borrow books for months, from the formerly closed stack system that served all readers equally. 

The privileged people have two whole weeks to return the books if anyone else requests them--a 

ridiculously long time when anyone can photocopy or scan a book in a few hours. This means 

that anyone who can be sure of finding a given book elsewhere will go elsewhere.  My 

colleagues and I used to go to 42
nd

 Street regularly because what we needed was there, not in 

New Jersey.  True, 42
nd

 Street cannot store everything the Library owns, but the trained 

librarians could tell us which categories were where.  

 

So we still need books back in the stacks. Please find money to rehabilitate the stacks and 

facilitate serious academic work. Our city is a commercial city but it is also an intellectual 

center.  Our commercial city relies on the good commercial principle of research, which means 

thinking new thoughts, finding the evidence to make them functional, and turning the results to 

good use. 

                                                    Respectfully,            (Dr.) Carol Herselle Krinsky 

 



New York City Council - Committee on Finance, Committee on Cultural Affairs, 
Libraries and International Intergroup Relations, the Subcommittee on Libraries   
                            FY 2017 Executive Budget Hearings - Libraries  May 19, 2016,  
                                           Council Chambers, City Hall  
                                     Testimony by Veronika Conant, M.L.S.  

New York, NY 10019 
 

I am Veronika Conant, a retired academic librarian, member of the Committee to Save 
the New York Public Library, and past President of the West 54 - 55 Street Block 
Association, active during the disastrous sale of the Donnell Library. I am speaking in 
my own name. 
 

I strongly support plans to increase the operating budgets and to create baseline capital 
budgets for the three public library systems.  
 

Today I want to comment on the research function of NYPL. 
 

The Rose Reading Room at the 42nd Street Library has been closed for repairs since 
May 2014, about two years.  During Spring 2013, over three years ago, about three 
million research materials have been removed from the seven floors of book stacks, 
below the Reading Room, and moved off-site.  As of April 2016, about 6 1/2 million of 
NYPL’s invaluable research collection are stored off-site: over 5 million in ReCAP, 
Princeton, NJ, and about 1 1/2 million in temporary storage by Clancy Moving Co. 
 

As a result of these drastic changes, doing research at the 42nd Street library has 
become extremely difficult, and at times impossible. Getting off-site items takes too 
long, many are missing or damaged, or even misfiled. The reputation of NYPL as a 
major research institution is getting severely damaged as it can no longer support 
serious research efforts, and researchers are unable to pursue their goals. 
 

Please make the speedy reopening of the Rose Reading Room and the restoration of 
the book stacks below them priority one.  
 

Both the land and the library building at 42nd Street are owned by the City. Therefore, 
the upgrade of the HVAC system in the book stacks is the City’s responsibility. The cost 
of upgrade of the books stacks is estimated by the NYPL administration to be $46 
million. For 160,000 square feet of stacks this comes to $287.50 per square foot or for 3 
million research items it comes to $15.33 per item onetime cost. Whichever way 
calculated, this is a relatively small investment with large returns over the next hundred 
years.   
Please make a one time special allocation of $46 million for this purpose. 
 

It is hard to pin down the value of research done at NYPL. However, NYPL has 
supported numerous authors, scholars and researchers locally and from all over the US 
and the world. A number of inventions originated at NYPL, the Polaroid camera and the 
Xerox machine among them. 



 

There are many unique, invaluable older publications containing a great deal of prior 
knowledge, which have not been digitized. A recent example: the 2015 Nobel Prize in 
Medicine was awarded to three scientists for the development of drugs for roundworm 
parasites and malaria, saving billions of lives. One of the three, Youngyoung Tu, a 
Chinese female scholar, used an ancient Chinese text to isolate from the ginghao plant 
an important antimalarial drug, artemisinin, without loss of its healing power*.  
 

Please support the restoration of the research collection to its home at 42nd 
Street,  to allow many other amazing uses in the future. 
 
I also want to make one more statement: 
 
Please do not allow the sale of any public library building in the three library 
systems, serving millions of City residents. Instead, protect and maintain them. 
 

Examples of past sales by NYPL were disastrous: 
 

 a) The Science, Industry and Business Library (SIBL) needs to be saved. NYPL 
already sold five floors of the library for $60.8 million. The remaining two floors of the 
library function real well with hundreds of computers, and great seating and 
training areas. Please do not allow its sale, reproducing it elsewhere would be 
almost impossible as well as inconvenient to hundreds of thousand users, plus a 
major financial loss for the library system and the City which invested in it. 
 

 b)  My local circulating library, the Donnell Library, has been closed for almost 8 
years. It was sold for $67.4 million. The new library is being built mostly below ground 
level, in the basement of the 49 Stories high condo hotel built in its place, which has 
already made millions for both the hotel and the condo, while the library part is still 
unfinished.  It will be less than 1/3rd of the size of the old Donnell with one tenth of 
the old collection. It needs better configuration of the space than we were shown 
in 2013, and a good collection with services for the local community. 
 

Thank you.  
 










