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STATE OF NEW YORK

7049

IN SENATE

March 18, 2016

Introduced by Sens. KLEIN, ESPAILLAT -- read twice and ordered printed,
and when printed to be committed to the Committee on Health

AN ACT to amend the public health law, in relation to access to the
special supplemental nutrition program for women, infants and children

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
bly, do enact as follows:

Section 1. The public health law is amended by adding a new section
2507 to read as follows:

§ 2507. Access to the special supplemental nutrition program for
women, infants and children. 1. Definitions. As used in this section:

(a) "Food instrument" means a WIC check, drawn on the account of the
department, exchangeable for products approved under WIC.

(b) "pParticipant" means a person who is eligible to receive supple-
mental foods or food instruments under WIC.

(c) "WIC"™ means the special supplemental nutrition program for women,
infants and children, authorized by the Federal Child Nutrition Act of
1966.

(d) "WIC food vendor" means a food vendor which has a contract in
effect with a local agency to supply supplemental foods to persons
receiving WIC benefits.

2. In order to maximize access to nutritious foods to participants in
WIC, such participants shall have the right to redeem food instruments
at any WIC food vendor, including food instruments authorizing the
purchase of any form of infant formula approved by WIC.

3. The department may promulgate rules and requlations establishing
fraud prevention measures, and any other measures necessary to ensure
the integrity of WIC and fulfill federal mandates for cost containment.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have become a law. Provided, that, effective immediately, the department
of health shall begin to promulgate any rules and regulations necessary
to implement the provisions of this act.

EXPLANATION- -Matter in italics (underscored) is new; matter in brackets
[ 1 is old law to be omitted.
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