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Introduction

On March 31, 2016, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Jumaane D. Williams will hold a hearing to consider Int. No. 1118 and Int. No. 1119. The Committee expects to receive testimony from representatives of the Department of Housing Preservation and Development (HPD), members of the real estate industry and other interested members of the public.
Int. No. 1118 would extend the City’s J-51 tax benefit program until June 30, 2019 and Int. No. 1119 would extend the City’s 488-a program until December 31, 2019.
The J-51 Program
The City’s J-51
 tax benefit program, authorized by Section 489 of the New York State Real Property Tax Law, provides local real estate tax exemption and abatement benefits to owners of multi-family residential buildings who undertake certain capital improvements on their properties. The tax exemption benefit temporarily relieves a property from an increase in the assessed value that would otherwise occur as a result of the improvements. The tax abatement reduces or eliminates existing real estate taxes, usually on both buildings and land,
 based on a percentage of the cost of the work that was performed. Examples of improvements that are eligible for the J-51 tax benefit program include but are not limited to, the replacement or installation of elevators, heating components, plumbing components, wiring and windows.
 Further, rental units in buildings that receive J-51 exemptions and/or abatements must be registered with the State Division of Housing and Community Renewal and are generally subject to rent stabilization for at least as long as the J–51 benefits are in force.

The kind and length of J-51 benefit that a property receives depends on the degree of government involvement in the rehabilitation, the location of the property, and the extent and nature of the improvement. 
HPD administers the J-51 program and handles applications. The Department of Finance (DOF) applies the benefit to real property assessed values and taxes. According to DOF,
 in Fiscal Year 2016 (FY 16), the J-51 program provided 22,285 exemptions and 95,551 abatements for buildings containing 539,549 units.
 Further, according to DOF, in FY 16, the J-51 program amounted to $266.2 million in tax expenditures.
The 488-a Program

The 488-a program, authorized by Section 488-a of the New York State Real Property Tax Law, provides local real estate tax exemption and abatement benefits to certain buildings to encourage the rehabilitation of single-room occupancy housing units. Examples of improvements that are eligible for the 488-a program, include but are not limited to, the replacement or installation of elevators, heating components, plumbing components, wiring and windows.
 Qualifying buildings can receive a tax exemption for 32 years on any increase in assessed value that results from eligible improvements, and an annual tax abatement, for up to 20 years, equal to 12½ percent of the reasonable cost of eligible improvements as certified by HPD.
 Further, the annual abatement cannot exceed the taxes otherwise payable for the year, and the total abatement cannot exceed the lesser of (a) 150 percent of the certified reasonable cost or (b) the actual cost of the eligible improvements.
 HPD also administers the 488-a program and handles applications.
Int. No. 1118


Section one of Int. No. 1118 would amend subdivision (b) of section 11-243 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York to provide that in order to be eligible for the J-51 program, conversions, alterations or improvements shall be completed within thirty months of their initiation and prior to June 30, 2019.

Section two of Int. No. 1118 contains the enactment clause and provides that the local law takes effect immediately after it becomes law.
Int. No. 1119


Section one of Int. No. 1119 would amend paragraph (i) of subdivision b of section 11-244 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York to provide that in order to be eligible for the 488-a program, eligible improvements must be completed prior to December 31, 2019.


Section two of Int. No. 1119 contains the enactment clause and provides that the local law takes effect immediately after it becomes law.

Int. No. 1118
 
By Council Members Williams, Dickens and Gentile (by request of the Mayor)
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to exemption from taxation of alterations and improvements to multiple dwellings
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 

Section 1.  Subdivision b of section 11-243 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 48 for the year 2013, is amended to read as follows:
b.  Subject to the limitations provided in subdivision d of this section and the restrictions in this section on conversion of buildings used in whole or in part for single room occupancy, any increase in the assessed valuation of real property shall be exempt from taxation for local purposes to the extent such increase results from the reasonable cost of: (1) the conversion of a class B multiple dwelling to a class A multiple dwelling except insofar as the gross cubic content of such building is increased thereby; or (2) the conversion of any nonresidential building or structure situated in the county of New York to a class A multiple dwelling except insofar as the gross cubic content of such building is increased; or (3) the conversion of any nonresidential building or structure situated in the counties of Bronx, Kings, Queens or Richmond to a class A multiple dwelling except insofar as the gross cubic content of such building or structure is increased thereby; or (4) alterations or improvements to the exterior of an otherwise eligible building or structure visible from a public street pursuant to a permit issued by the landmarks commission with respect to a designated historic or landmark site or structure; or (5) alterations or improvements constituting a moderate rehabilitation of a substantially occupied class A multiple dwelling except insofar as the gross cubic content of such building or structure is increased thereby; or (6) alterations or improvements to an otherwise eligible building or structure commenced after January first, nineteen hundred eighty designed to conserve the use of fuel, electricity or other energy sources or to reduce demand for electricity, including the installation of meters for purposes of measuring the amount of electricity consumed for each dwelling unit, and conversions of direct metering to a system that includes a master meter and submeters in any cooperative, condominium, or housing development fund company organized under article eleven of the private housing finance law; or (7) alterations or improvements to existing dwellings to eliminate existing unhealthy or dangerous conditions in any such existing dwelling or replace inadequate and obsolete sanitary facilities in any such existing dwelling, any of which represents fire or health hazards, including as improvements asbestos abatement to the extent such asbestos abatement is required by federal, state or local law, except insofar as the gross cubic content of such existing dwelling is increased thereby; or (8) conversion of residential units qualified for the protection of article seven-C of the multiple dwelling law in buildings or portions thereof registered with the New York city loft board as interim multiple dwellings pursuant to such article to units which are in compliance with the standards of safety and fire protection set forth in article seven-B of the multiple dwelling law or to units which have a certificate of occupancy as class A multiple dwellings; or (9) alterations or improvements commenced on or after September first, nineteen hundred eighty-seven constituting a substantial rehabilitation of a class A multiple dwelling, or a conversion of a building or structure into a class A multiple dwelling, as part of a program to provide housing for low and moderate income households as defined by the department of housing preservation and development pursuant to the rules and regulations promulgated pursuant to subdivision m of this section, provided that such alterations or improvements or conversions shall be aided by a grant, loan or subsidy from any federal, state or local agency or instrumentality, including, in the discretion of the department of housing preservation and development, a subsidy in the form of a below market sale from the city of New York; or (10) alterations or improvements to any private dwelling or conversion of any private dwelling to a multiple dwelling or conversion of any multiple dwelling to a private dwelling, provided that such alterations, improvements or conversions are part of a project that has applied for or is receiving benefits pursuant to this section and shall be aided by a grant, loan or subsidy from any federal, state or local agency or instrumentality. Such conversions, alterations or improvements shall be completed within thirty months after the date on which same shall be started except that such thirty month limitation shall not apply to conversions of residential units which are registered with the loft board in accordance with article seven-C of the multiple dwelling law pursuant to paragraph eight of this subdivision. Notwithstanding the foregoing, a sixty-month period for completion shall be available for alterations or improvements undertaken by a housing development fund company organized pursuant to article eleven of the private housing finance law, which are carried out with the substantial assistance of grants, loans or subsidies from any federal, state or local governmental agency or instrumentality or which are carried out in a property transferred from the city of New York if alterations and improvements are completed within seven years after the date of transfer. In addition, the department of housing preservation and development may grant an extension of the period of completion for any project carried out with the substantial assistance of grants, loans or subsidies from any federal, state or local governmental agency or instrumentality, if such alterations, improvements or conversions are completed within sixty months from commencement of construction. Provided, further, that such conversions, alterations or improvements shall in any event be completed prior to June thirtieth, two thousand [fifteen] nineteen. Exemption for conversions, alterations or improvements pursuant to paragraph one, two, three, four, six, seven, eight or ten of this subdivision shall continue for a period not to exceed fourteen years and begin no sooner than the first tax period immediately following the completion of such conversions, alterations or improvements. Exemption for alterations or improvements pursuant to paragraph five or nine of this subdivision shall continue for a period not to exceed thirty-four years and shall begin no sooner than the first tax period immediately following the completion of such alterations or improvements. Such exemption shall be equal to the increase in the valuation, which is subject to exemption in full or proportionally under this subdivision for ten or thirty years, whichever is applicable. After such period of time, the amount of such exempted assessed valuation of such improvements shall be reduced by twenty percent in each succeeding year until the assessed value of the improvements is fully taxable. Provided, however, exemption for any conversions, alterations or improvements, which are aided by a loan or grant under article eight, eight-A, eleven, twelve, fifteen, or twenty-two of the private housing finance law, section six hundred ninety-six-a or section ninety-nine-h of the general municipal law, or section three hundred twelve of the housing act of nineteen hundred sixty-four (42 U.S.C.A. 1452b), or the Cranston-Gonzalez national affordable housing act, (42 U.S.C.A. 12701 et seq.), or started after July first, nineteen hundred eighty-three by a housing development fund company organized pursuant to article eleven of the private housing finance law which are carried out with the substantial assistance of grants, loans or subsidies from any federal, state or local governmental agency or instrumentality or which are carried out in a property transferred from the city of New York and where alterations and improvements are completed within seven years after the date of transfer may commence at the beginning of any tax period subsequent to the start of such conversions, alterations or improvements and prior to the completion of such conversions, alterations or improvements. The assessed valuation of the land occupied by such dwelling and any increase in assessed valuation resulting from conversions, alterations, or improvements other than those made pursuant to this section shall not be affected by the provisions of this section.

§2.  This local law takes effect immediately.
Int. No. 1119

By Council Members Williams, Dickens and Gentile (by request of the Mayor)

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to tax exemption and abatement for certain rehabilitated buildings as authorized by section 488-a of the real property tax law
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 


Section 1.  Paragraph (i) of subdivision b of section 11‑244 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 56 for the year 2007, is amended to read as follows:

(i)  the eligible improvements are commenced after July first, nineteen hundred eighty, and prior to December thirty‑first, two thousand [eleven] nineteen, and are completed within thirty-six months from commencement;

§ 2.  This local law takes effect immediately.
� The J-51 tax benefit program derived its name from its former location in Title J of Chapter 51 of the NYC Admin. Code. It is now located in § 11-243 of the Admin. Code.


� Buildings located in Manhattan in the Minimum Tax Zone may use the abatement benefit only to reduce real estate taxes on the value of the building only, not the land.


� Chapter 5 of Title 28 of the Rules of the City of New York sets forth the complete list improvements that can qualify a building for a J-51 benefit.


�  “City of New York Department of Finance Office of Tax Policy Annual Report on Tax Expenditures Fiscal Year 2013” at 15 � HYPERLINK "http://www1.nyc.gov/assets/finance/downloads/pdf/reports/reports-tax-expenditure/ter_2015_final.pdf" �http://www1.nyc.gov/assets/finance/downloads/pdf/reports/reports-tax-expenditure/ter_2015_final.pdf�, 


� Id.


� Chapter 5 of Title 28 of the Rules of the City of New York sets forth the complete list improvements that can qualify a building for a J-51 benefit.


� Admin. Code § 11-244.


� Id.
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