
























































































































































































































































Good afternoon, my name is Alicia Arrington and I’m the NYC Communications 
Coordinator with the Alliance for Quality Education. 
 
Last year city council decided to pass controversial Intro 65, amidst pushback, 
police testimony, and other, giving nearly $20million to private institutions. When 
asked why, the response constituents received was that NYC was “flush with cash” 
making it no issue to handout millions of public dollars to private institutions. So 
now, since NYC is so flush with cash, it should be no issue to fund educational 
initiatives that would benefit our youth, many from areas that unfortunately cannot 
say that there is an overwhelming influx of funds. 
 
The Parent Engagement Innovation Funds calls for only $2.5mil, not nearly the 
$20mil that the city was able to give away last year. And the Restorative Justice 
Initiative calls for only $5mil, for a whopping total of $7.5 mil to go towards positive 
initiatives to benefit those that are not flush with cash. 
 
The difference that parent-teacher engagement makes and the impact it has on a 
child’s education have been widely acknowledged for quite some time now. 
However, though building school communities and raising student achievement has 
been at the forefront of many of the city’s educational initiatives, the parent 
engagement piece that is so integral to the success of these programs has not. The 
Parent Engagement Innovation Fund calls for transformative parent engagement 
that will acknowledge and support the child holistically by not only considering but 
also engaging their family.  
 
This step, to more effectively strengthen the ties between families and school staff 
as well as including parents as partners in their child’s education, has the power to 
boost student achievement and parent power. 
 
It has been proven through research and example that an actively engaged parent 
can make all the difference in the world and the programs that the Parent 
Engagement Innovation Fund calls for like parent-teacher home visits, academic 
parent-teacher teams, parent education and empowerment partners, and parent 
university will only set the standard for what it means to have transformative 
parent engagement.  
 
NYC should take the opportunity to become a model for this movement. A city so 
flush with cash should have no issue spending the measly $2.5 million to fund this 
initiative that can implement innovative programs for the betterment of our 
students. 
 
 Another initiative that no would no doubt go towards the betterment and uplifting 
of our students is an investment in restorative justice practices.  As many learned 
minds including President Barack Obama have recognized the school-to-prison 
pipeline as very much real and an endangerment to our Black and Latino youth it 



would be a travesty for New York City, which prides itself on being a forward 
thinking city, to undermine these claims.  
 
Last school year there were over 44,000 suspensions and nearly 800 arrests and 
summonses issued to students, whom were disproportionately Black, Latino, 
LGBTQ, or students with disabilities.  
 
Again, while educating it would be a travesty to disregard the student holistically, as 
a person with outside experiences and emotions impacting their being, and more 
specifically their behavior. What restorative justice aims to do is retain the dignity of 
our students while providing a safe and respectful learning environment for all 
students. It is important to consider that a large portion of punitive measures taken 
in NYC are for small or arbitrary violations like insubordination or disruption, both 
of which have been proven to be normal adolescent behavior.  
 
We have to work to take a step back and really examine our practices and whether 
or not they are supporting our youth. Especially our Black and Latino youth whom 
face institutionalized racism outside of the classroom, to ensure that this does not 
continue inside our schools. Restorative justice calls for training for teachers as well 
as full time school based coordinator in order to combat these issues. 
 
Again, as a city that should forward thinking and especially a city that is flush with 
cash it should not take second thought to support these initiatives that would drive 
us forward and create better learning environments for our public schools. 
 
Alicia Arrington 
NYC Communications Coordinator 
Alliance for Quality Education 
 











Hello my name is Isaiah Paulino; I attend Validus Preparatory Academy that 

is on the Bathgate campus in the Bronx, I am member of the urban youth 

Collaborative, Youth Advocates Youth Allies and a Youth Leader at Sistas 

& Brothas United.  

(SBU) is a youth -led social justice organization consisting of middle and 

high school students in the Northwest Bronx. I’m here today to speak up 

because the Department of Education (DOE) has been disproportionately 

suspending and pushing kids head first into the school to prison pipeline. 

The Department of Education (DOE) is partaking in racially unjust practices 

that push youth into the criminal justice system, instead of higher education. 

·         

 Why is it that Black and Hispanic students make up 

89% of all students that are suspended, but only 67% 

of all students and almost 100% of all students that 

are arrested? 

  I know the answer institutional and structural 

racism. 
 

I’m lucky that in my school we have a wellness success center, where 

students have a place to seek guidance from adults regarding school and 

personal issues. City council needs to also allocate funding towards 

providing students with the service and resources that we deserve. 

We need solutions that address institutional and structural racism and 

investing in Restorative Justice and training for teachers in anti-racism, 

gender and LGBTQ training is one of the solutions. 

      
Currently New York City employs 5,400 school safety agents and ONLY 

employs 3,800 social workers and guidance counselors combined. 

·         We have 1,600 more School safety agents than social workers and 

guidance counselors combined.  The DOE spends 400 million dollars it's 

not about not having the money it's about what we spend the money on. The 

DOE’s new investment in Restorative Justice is a good start but the DOE 

still is not taking on racism and bias. With help from the Council to expand 

last year’s Restorative Justice Investment we can finally begin to address 

racism and bias. 

Investing in policing instead of Restorative Justice is an investment toward 

the criminalization of black and brown youth. Research shows that police in 



school don’t create a safe environment but leads to a higher number of 

students being arrested and receiving criminal summons 

We are asking that support for restorative Justice Practices in our schools be 

expanded with an investment of 5 million in the next fiscal year, including 

funding to hire Restorative Justice Coordinators with additional funding 

towards training teacher in Restorative Practices. The trainings should also 

be expanded to include racial justice training, gender justice training and 

culture awareness trainings. 
 
 
 
 



Hello my name is Jose Angeles, I am a senior in ELLIS Preparatory Academy and I 

am a youth leader at Sistas and Brothas United from the Bronx.  

In 2015 only 33% of students entering college were college ready.  

I came to this country 3 years ago because I wanted to get a college education. 

My biggest obstacle has been learning English. Why the English? I don’t have a 

base of English from my country that help me out here to defend myself and to be 

ready for college.  My first year at ELLIS I met an alum who was in college and 

motivated me to not give up and learn English so that I could enter college like 

him. I learned a lot because he was Dominican like myself and went through 

similar struggles as me. I’ve been honored to attend a school that has met some 

of my academic needs however like any school we want the Department of 

Education to invest more in our schools. 

we need more support learning English to be able to attend 4 year colleges. We 

want to be able to take college level classes before we graduate high school. We 

need more support in passing the state exams and SATs. We want people to stop 

dropping out because they are discouraged because they can’t learn the 

language. 

We are asking that the DOE invest in Summer bridge programs that will train 

college students to return to their high schools to support new graduates in 

completing financial aid documents, registering for classes, filling out paperwork 

and staying on track to start college in the fall. The DOE should provide funding 

and support to high schools to implement Summer Bridge to College programs at 

all NYC high schools.  

As students we want to get ready for college we just need your support to get 

there. Thank You 
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Introduction 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony. My name is Clara Haskell Botstein, and 
I am the Associate Vice President of the Bard Early College network. As you may know, Bard 
College, a nonprofit, independent liberal arts college with its main campus in Annandale, NY, runs a 
network of public early colleges that offer students the opportunity to earn up to two years of credit-
bearing, intellectually ambitious college study culminating in an Associate’s degree during the four 
years of high school, tuition-free. Since 2001, in partnership with public school systems, Bard 
College has improved college access and readiness through its early college campuses in New York 
City, NY; New Orleans, LA; Newark, NJ; Cleveland, OH; and Baltimore, MD.  
 
Bard College’s flagship early college high schools are Bard High School Early College (BHSEC) 
Manhattan, founded in 2001, and Bard High School Early College (BHSEC) Queens, founded in 
2008. Together, these two flagship schools serve approximately 1,135 students from across New 
York City. At these campuses, which are both accredited branch campuses of Bard College and New 
York City public high schools, college preparatory and college courses take place within the same 
public school building and are taught by faculty who hold terminal degrees in their fields and have 
college teaching experience, as well as a commitment to teaching younger scholars. Upon successful 
completion of course requirements, students can earn a state high school diploma and a Bard 
College Associate in Arts (A.A.) degree, worth 60 transferable credits.   
 
The Bard Early College model has proven extraordinarily effective in positioning young people of all 
backgrounds to succeed in higher education. In the NYC Bard High School Early College Class of 
2015, 98% of students graduated from high school, 93% of students earned an Associate’s degree 
alongside a high school diploma (Class of 2015), and 96% of graduates continued their education at 
a four-year college or university, 76% at Institutions of Higher Education in New York State, 
including CUNY and SUNY campuses, private liberal arts colleges, and Ivy League schools. To date, 
well over 90% of BHSEC graduates (97% in the Class of 2008) have completed their baccalaureate 
degrees, a significantly higher percentage than the national average of 59%. Moreover, a recent 
independent, quasi-experimental study conducted by Metis Associates on BHSEC Manhattan and 
BHSEC Queens found that BHSEC students were significantly more likely to finish bachelor’s 
degrees than comparison students who attended traditional public high schools in New York City 
(31% difference) and comparison students who attended New York City’s specialized and selective 
public high schools (13% difference).   
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Bard College is proud of its early colleges and the success of our students. Our goal is to promote 
public policies that support the sustainability and growth of evidence-based early college models and 
allow increased access for students to high-quality early college opportunities. We believe early 
college is one of the most ambitious and successful education reforms for adolescents in New York 
City and across the country, and that by supporting and scaling early college high schools, we can 
dramatically increase access to postsecondary education, affordability of college degrees, and degree 
completion for students from all backgrounds, particularly those who are low-income and 
underrepresented in higher education.  
 
Current Funding Not Sustainable 
Although early college high schools leverage public per pupil funding to offer students a college 
education free of charge, there are additional costs associated with offering a college program of 
study, above the costs of traditional high school. These costs include the college tuition (waived for 
students), student support services, professor salaries, college textbooks, science equipment, and 
other materials, and program coordination. Due to structural funding limitations, Bard College faces 
a $3,450 per student annual deficit for directly operating the BHSECs, or approximately $230 per 
college credit. In FY 2016, Bard faces a total deficit of approximately $3.95 million for the direct 
costs of operating the two NYC BHSECs. Bard, a nonprofit, independent four-year institution of 
higher education, has contributed approximately $46 million to New York City since 2001 to operate 
the BHSECs; the College cannot continue to sustain this level of investment. 
 
Policy and Funding Solutions 
The following are funding and policy solutions we urge the City to consider to make the BHSECs 
and other early college high schools in New York City sustainable and to thereby help more New 
York City students access, afford, and complete higher education. 
 
Secure Consistent Early College Weight for Bard, CUNY, and Other Early College Operators: We urge the city 
to allow Bard College to receive, each year, the same early college weight and operator fee that 
CUNY’s degree-granting early college high schools receive. The early college weight and the 
operator fee from the NYCDOE, which Bard is slated to receive for the first time in FY 2016 and 
which CUNY’s early college high schools receive, provide a critical boost that helps Bard College be 
able to continue offering its rigorous and proven early college program to New York City public 
school students. We urge the City to continue this funding for Bard beyond FY 2016. 
 
Develop Equitable Funding for Early College High Schools Partnering with Four-Year Institutions of Higher 
Education (IHE). Currently, early college high schools partnering with community colleges receive 
significant support for early college students taking college courses, in the form of state aid to 
community colleges (approximately $2,500 per FTE), that early college high schools partnering with 
four-year public and independent colleges do not. This difference in funding results in higher 
operating costs and sustainability challenges for early college high schools such as the BHSECs and 
the early college high schools partnering with four-year public IHEs. This imbalance also creates 
barriers to additional four-year IHEs interested in establishing early college high schools. We urge the 
City to develop a funding formula (additional per student weight or annual allocation) to help offset the costs to early 
college high schools partnering with four-year IHEs specifically to create a more equitable playing field and to support 
and encourage these partnerships that benefit New York City students.   
 
Provide a per pupil reimbursement on the basis of college credits or degrees earned by students. The City could 
reimburse early college high schools or the partnering IHEs on the basis of college credits and/or 



	
   3	
  

degrees or the equivalent (60 transferable college credits) earned by students. Partnering IHEs could 
be paid at the end of the academic year, based on the non-remedial, transferable college credits 
earned by students. Participating programs would have to offer students a pathway with a minimum 
of 24 transferable college credits, in keeping with the New York State definition of an early college 
high school. We urge the City to consider additional funding for early college high schools based on the transferable 
college credits or degrees earned by students. 
 
Create an Early College Incentive Fund. New York City could establish a competitive grant program for 
early college high schools meeting city and state regulations and priority criteria to support the 
development, growth, and sustainability of high-quality early colleges and thereby help more low-
income and disadvantaged students in New York City access, afford, and complete postsecondary 
education. Funds could support a range of program components and allowable activities, including 
college courses, student support services, and textbooks and other materials, and could prioritize 
schools recruiting students from high-poverty and/or low-performing middle schools.  
transportation. We urge the City to consider establishing an early college incentive fund to sustain and scale 
innovative, evidence-based early college models. 
 
Fund Bard’s Proposed FY17 Citywide Initiative (Reference Number: 201631161034). Bard College 
has submitted a $3.9 million proposal for City Council funding to cover the gap in funding 
for the two-year, tuition-free Associate’s degree program offered at BHSEC, outlined above.  
With the Council’s investment and NYCDOE action, BHSEC can reach sustainability and 
students across New York City can continue to receive the excellent high school and college 
education at no charge at both of Bard’s campuses. We urge the City Council to support Bard’s 
citywide funding proposal to make the Bard High School Early Colleges sustainable.  
 
Conclusion  
While early college high schools have a strong return on investment and bring significant savings to 
students, their families, and the state from higher and faster college completion rates and reduced 
spending on remedial education, as documented by numerous studies, they require upfront 
investment. Investing in early college high schools will help more New York City students, 
particularly from low-income and/or underrepresented backgrounds, enroll in and complete college 
at a much lower cost. 
 
To ensure that New York City can remain a leader in early college education and can support and 
expand its successful network of early college high schools so more New York students can access, 
afford, and complete postsecondary education and be on a clear path to college and career success, 
we urge the NYCDOE and the New York City Council to implement one or more of these policy 
proposals.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony, and do not hesitate to reach out to me (at 
cbotstein@bard.edu or 914-388-0699) if you have any questions or if you would like additional 
information. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Clara Haskell Botstein 





Hello my name is Brandon Parker; I attend Validus Preparatory 
Academy, I am member of the Urban Youth Collaborative (UYC) and 
a Youth Warrior at Sistas & Brothas United (SBU).  I want city council 
and the DOE to increase support for student success centers and 
college bridge programs. Because students based programs are 
proven to help increase the college going rates for blacks, Latinos 
and students on track of becoming first generation college students in 
their family. 
 

Student success centers and college bridge programs train high 
school students to act as college advisor while providing them with a 
stipend. Student Success Centers also help our high school students 
lacking the, resources, knowledge and support they need to apply to 
colleges and make informed decisions. Even with graduation rates 
going up in the city, too many black and Latino students are being left 
behind. 
 

When I was a freshman in high school 
I had got into an altercation with another student both of us were put 
into a room to do a peer mediation session and now my self and the 
students don’t have any problems. Peer mediation is a better 
alternative to suspension. 
 

We are asking that additional funding is allocated towards creating 4 
new student success centers and keeping the 8 student success 
centers serving 18 high schools and 2 middle schools. We need to 
expand college bridge programs to include 20 more high schools. 
 

Thank you  
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