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I wish to thank Land Use Committee Chair David Greenfield and the members of the committee 

for this opportunity to testify today in connection with Intro 775, which proposes to establish a 

maximum time period within which the Landmarks Preservation Commission (the 

“Commission”) may act on any item calendared for consideration. I also wish to thank the bill’s 

prime sponsor Councilman Peter Koo for the courtesies extended by his office in facilitating my 

testimony at this time today.  

 

Since January of this year, I have been fortunate to represent the City’s first historic district, 

Brooklyn Heights and well as the historic districts of Boerum Hill, Carroll Gardens, Cobble Hill, 

DUMBO, Fulton Ferry Landing, Park Slope, Vinegar Hill, and a small part of the Prospect 

Heights historic district. Because these historic districts are small sections of the neighborhoods 

in which they are located, a fair number of historic properties in my district remain endangered. 

 

I agree with the points made in the letter of September 4, 2015 sent by Manhattan Borough 

President Gale Brewer and 8 members of the City Council.  I support the stated goals of Int. 775, 

namely, transparency and predictability in the landmarking process. However, I share their 

concerns that the proposed bill would not further these goals, but would instead curtail the 

preservation of historic properties and do so in an inequitable manner. 

 

Eliminating the legendary backlog of applications for historic designation by capping the time 

frame within which a decision must be made and a five year ban on reconsideration for any 

calendared item on which the Commission is unable to rule within the proposed deadlines seems 

contrary to the pursuit of the twin goals of transparency and predictability.  Rather, goals and 

timetables are needed that are demanding, yet sufficiently elastic to accommodate the realities of 

public review and process as well as unexpected circumstances.  

 

As a community leader and preservationist for many years, I know firsthand the frustrations of 

those seeking designation only to wait for lengthy periods of time without a decision on the 

merits. I understand that it the Commission’s decisions or lack thereof can feel opaque to many 

people, but I believe the proposed bill will not only fail to provide the relief sought, but may 

exacerbate current inequities. The landmarking process is, and ought to be, labor intensive. I 

suggest the Council give serious consideration to the fact that a lack of progress towards 
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eliminating the Commission’s backlog may not be simply a matter of willful delay, but an 

insufficiency of resources with which the Commission can fairly be expected to make significant 

progress. 

  

Four of the historic districts I represent (Boerum Hill, Carroll Gardens, Cobble Hill and Park 

Slope) would not have been created if the proposed rules applied at the time.  I cite as an 

example my own neighborhood of Boerum Hill, which was designated in 1973 after years of 

hard work on the part of an all-volunteer army of dedicated residents.  Unlike today, Boerum Hill 

was not an affluent neighborhood.  Quite the contrary. Instead, the demographic was poor, and 

predominantly Latino and African-American.   

 

In the years immediately following World War II, many Boerum Hill houses that had been 

owned by working families for a century were broken up into SRO’s and many became home to 

illegal activities. In the late 1960’s and early 1970’s, many properties were in danger of 

destruction. No one in Boerum Hill had money to hire a consultant to engage in the necessary 

and highly iterative process of historic designation. If Boerum Hill had had to meet the proposed 

deadlines to hearing and designation, whole blocks of historic homes would have been razed, 

including the one in which I lived for 22 years.  If a five year ban on reconsideration were to 

have been in place, Boerum Hill would not be the thriving community it is today, nor would 

other neighborhoods in my district. These neighborhoods are why people now come to Brooklyn.  

The value that is currently being capitalized upon by varying commercial interests would not be 

there were it not for these neighborhoods, yet we would have lost them had the Commission at 

that time been hamstrung by the deadlines this bill seeks to impose.   

 

The timelines of the bill are insufficient; this is true for the 18 months within which the 

Commission must cure its current backlog, the 360 days within which a hearing must be held and 

a decision rendered for individual properties and the 2 years within which historic district 

determinations must be made. The nature of the work done by the Commission is an intensely 

iterative process and necessarily so. 

  

The public’s interest is well served by that process.  A Commission that is forced to “beat the 

clock,” cannot not engage in this highly fact intensive process with transparency or integrity.  

The cost is not merely losing historic properties and elements, but important losing elements of 

our collective history. I am confident that this was not the sponsors’ intent.  Please do not 

hesitate to call on my office if we can be of any assistance. 
 


































































































































































































































