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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 3

[ sound check, pause]

CHAI RPERSON ULRICH:  That will get them
up faster. That's fine.

[ backgr ound commrent s]

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH:  Thank you. All
right. Thank you. [gavel] Good norning. | am
Council Menber Eric Urich, Chair of the Veterans
Commttee. Today we are voting on Proposed
Resol ution 747-A, which | have co-sponsored al ong
with ny good friend and col | eagues and a nmenber of
this Conmttee Council Menber Andy Cohen of the
Bronx. This resolution would declare this and every
June to be PTSD Awareness Month in the Gty of New
York. As the conmttee just heard | ast week from
Comm ssi oner Sutton and other w tnesses, veterans
groups, service providers and advocates on the front
lines of veteran nmental health care Post-Traumatic
Stress Di sorder can have deep and at tines
debilitating effects on service nenbers returning
hone frommlitary service not to nention their
fam |y nmenbers. Thousands of veterans in New York
City of all services struggle with PTSD each and
every day. Aside fromthe significant inpacts this

can have on an individual's health and rel ati onshi ps
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 4
they have with their friends and famly, the stigm
surroundi ng PTSD can affect their financial and

prof essi onal circunstances as well. W heard how

i mportant outreach and support are to letting our
veterans know that they are not alone in making the
readj ustment back to civilian life. Qur city nust be
wel | informed about PTSD to be able to help veterans
recogni ze synptons, seek and obtain care and overcone
the societal stignma that too often creates barriers
when we shoul d be creating opportunities and
providing the help that they need. Oficially
recogni zi ng June as PTS Awareness Month will be an
important first step in increasing the public's

awar eness around PSD- - PST--PTSD, thank you, and
hel pi ng New York City's veterans get the support and
care that they need. I'murging ny colleagues to
vote in favor of this resolution. | want to thank
Counci | Menber Cohen for his advocacy on behal f of
mental health issues in New York City, but

particul arly around hel ping veterans who suffer from
PTSD. 1'mgoing to ask himto say a few words, but
before | turn the mc over to him | want to thank
our committee staff, Eric Bernstein, Commttee

Counsel, Kevin Ryan our Policy Analyst, whose | ast
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 5
day is today. | don't know where Kevin is. He was

here, but it was Kevin's |ast day working for the

Council, and we wi sh himnothing but the best. And,
of course, John Russell, our Financial Analyst. And
before | ask the Cerk to call the roll, I'll ask

Counci| Menmber Cohen to say a few words, please.

COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN: Thank you, Chair.
| just really want to thank you for your | eadership
on this, and the opportunity to work together to get
this done. | think that's a very--on a day that's
going to be a very good day, this is a cherry on top
So I"'mvery pleased and | want to go officially on
the record as saying | had nothing to do with why we
didn't vote on this the other day. [l aughter]

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH:  Thank you Counci
Menber Cohen. We've been joined by the nmenbers of
the commttee. | want the Cerk to record their
presence as well as their votes, Council Menber
Cabrera, who is also a Mental Health expert. It's
the right word? And spiritual, and spiritual that's
right, and we could use nore of that. Council Menber
Cohen, of course, and Council Menber Paul Vall one,
nysel f and Council Menber Maisel was here. |'m

assum ng he's com ng back here any nonent. W'l
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 6
| eave the roll open. They're calling him Ckay,
we're going to |eave the roll open until he gets
back. So I'll asked our esteened friend Billy
Martin, not the baseball player but the Counci
staffer to call the roll.

CLERK: WIlliam Martin, Commttee O erk.
Rol| call vote Commttee on Veterans, Resolution 747-
A, Chair Urich.

CHAI RPERSON ULRICH: | vote aye.

CLERK:  Cabrera.

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA:  Aye.

CLERK:  Cohen.

COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN:  Aye.

CLERK:  Val | one.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

CLERK: By a vote of 4 in the affirmative
0 in the negative, and no abstention the item has
been adopt ed.

CHAI RPERSON ULRICH:  Okay. | will |eave
the roll open until 11:30 for Council Menber Maise
to record his vote.

[ pause]

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH:  Counci | Menber

Mai sel , how do you vote?
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 7

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: [off mc] | have
to say I'min favor, right? [sic]

CLERK: Hit the mc real quick

CHAI RPERSON ULRICH:  Hit the mic.

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: | have to say |'m
in favor, right? I'min favor.

CLERK: Final vote Conmttee on Veterans
is now5 in the affirmative 0 in the negative and no
abstentions.

[ pause]

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH:  The Conmittee is

adj our ned.
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