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[ gavel ]

CHAIR KOO Good norning. This is
Council Menber Peter Koo. |’'mthe council nenber

from Queens. And today...And |I’malso the chair for
the Subcomm ttee of Landmarks, Public Siting, and
Maritinme Use. And today we have Council Menber
Kal | os, Council Menber Barron, and Council Menber
Levin on our commttee. And we al so have a guest
Counci| Menber Crowl ey here. And before we start
she wants to open the statenent...opening statenent.
Ckay. One second. Yeah | forgot a procedure nyself.
And today we are going over Land Use nunber 243.
Application nunber C150218 PSQ Newt own Creek East
Branch Aeration Facility in Council Menber
Ctow ey’ s district. And this is a proposed
application fromthe New York Gty Departnent of
Envi ronnmental Protection and Departnent of Cityw de
Adm nistration Services for the site section or
property |ocated at 58-26 47'" Street in the...
nei ghbor hood of Queens to facilitate the
construction of an aeration facility. So Counci l
Menber Crow ey.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROWLEY: Thank you

Chai rman Koo and...and col | eagues. Good norning. |
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want to thank the Departnent of Environnental
Protection for working with ny office on this site
plan that is proposed today for a vote and | want
to thank them for a nunmber of neetings com ng out
to ny office in Gendale, nmeeting with ny conmunity
board and working for...together over the weekend
even to get to a point where we had a plan that |
coul d support. And I now do believe that we have a
plan that | can support because there’s been sone
nodi fications. The plan here today that you wl|
vote on s a nmuch needed aeration facility that wll
bring healthy | evels of oxygen into the New own
Creek. But as you can see fromthe rendering there
Is a significant ampunt of green space next to the
proposed aeration plant. Maspeth is a area that has
a very high level of asthma and very little anount
of green space. And so when we have an opportunity
to get additional green space for our conmunity use
we want to nake sure that it is taken advantage of
in a way where no tine is wasted. This area is
changing quickly in nore and nore New Yorkers and
noving into Maspeth. And although it is a
residential area mxed with an industrial area it

is certainly an area in need of nore green space.
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So | do appreciate Departnent of Environnental
Protection agreeing to go into a plan where they
woul d have a nenorandum of understanding with a
communi ty group that woul d provide athletic
services on the facility that is unused by the
aeration plant. Sonething simlar to what the DEP
has done in the Harlem area of the city where they
took Manhattan’s North River WAstewater Treatnent
Plant and they were able to build public space
above it and around it and they worked with this FC
Harl em soccer club to make sure that they were
responsi ble for maintaining the site. And we wll
|l ook to do the same here in Maspeth with the
comuni ty organi zation to naintain that the site is
safe and that any cost associated with nmaking the
site ready for athletic use is assunmed by that
organi zation but that there would be a strong
working relationship with the Departnent of

Envi ronnmental Protection to make sure that this is
happening and that no tinme is wasted. So as we
start to develop and i nplenent the construction of
the Aeration plant we’re also working for the

construction of a athletic field. Thank you.
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CHAI R KOO Thank you Council Menber
Crow ey. And we have today Eric Landau Associ ate
Commi ssi oner of DEP and al so Vincent Sapienza
Deputy Conm ssioner here to give testinony. Thank
you. W are also joined by Council Menber Mealy.

ERI C LANDAU:. Thank you. First of al
I’d like to...to thank Council Menber Crow ey for...
for working with us over the weekend as well to
reach what we believe is a...a good next step
forward. Chairman Koo, nenbers of the conmmttee
again ny name is Eric Landau Associ ate Conm ssi oner
of the Bureau of Public Affairs for the New York
Cty Departnent of Environnental Protection. |’'m
joined today by Vincent Sapienza. Thank you for the
opportunity to appear before you this norning
regardi ng our ULERP application for a site
sel ection for the Newtown Creek East Branch
Aeration Facility in Queens. In 1992 New York City
entered into a consent order with the New York
St ate Departnent of Environmental Conservation
calling for construction of retention facilities
for conbi ned sewer overflows in certain waterways.
In 2004 DEC renegotiated with DEP and established

the 2004 administrative CSO consent order requiring
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the city to adopt a nore conprehensive water shed
wat er based approach and to incorporate existing
facility plans and other system i nprovenents into
the water body washer shed based | ong term CSO
control plan. The consent order requires the

pl anni ng, design, and construction of 30 projects
citywi de including inproved water quality through
CSO and non- CSO abatenment strategies. Part of the
consent order mandated that Newtown Creek and its...
achieve a water quality suitable for fish
shellfish, and wildlife survival. In response DEP
has proposed to build an aeration facility which

wi Il raise dissolved...di ssol ve oxygen | evels by
conpressing air and blowing it down air header

pi pes |l aid along the bottom of parts of each branch
and upper Newtown Creek. DEP anticipates conpletion
of the full project in Decenber 2018. The specific
site, 58-26 47'" Street in Maspeth Queens was

sel ected because it was already city owned
property. And nmanagenent has recently been
transferred fromthe Departnent of G tyw de

Adm nistrative Services to DEP. And it’s on the
edge of Newtown Creek. The specific zoning M3-1

allows DEP to build the facility. However the
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specific use classification does require public

wat erfront access. Based on a variety of factors

t hough DEP does have concerns about providing water
for an access inmmedi ately. The proposed facility
woul d be located on 47'" Street and now a side
street that draws little pedestrian traffic. Qur
facility would not have a regular staff presence
but would rather be visited only on an as needed
basis. Additionally the facility would be
surrounded by industrial uses which do not
currently provide connection to any waterfront
public access. Due to these unique conditions DEP
bel i eves that providing public waterfront access at
this location now would create a significant safety
and security concern and that it woul d becone
what’'s known as an attractive nui sance. Due to
these concerns DEP applied for and received a
mayoral override for the waterfront access

requi rement. However DEP does fully understand and
appreci ate the need for open space in al

comuni ties, especially in Maspeth. W al so
understand the sites selected for our facility is
desired by nenbers of the community to help fil

this void. That’s why as a first step we’ve been
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working with local community to develop a two-step
public access plan which we remain fully commtted
to. First, as indicated on the rendering here,
during the initial construction of the project DEP
will create a public seating area for the community
consi sting of benches and trees between the fence
line and the sidewal k which is indicated here in
Brown with benches and trees. Second DEP wil |
further enhance the site with waterfront access in
the future as nearby properties al so devel op access
i ncl udi ng the Kosci uszko bridge and prom nent
project. Qur future enhancenent will consist of a
wal kway to the water and a wal kway adjacent to it
again as indicated in the.in the rendering, the

wal kway and the wal kway. In order to show our full
commitnent to the community DEP will lay the cenent
for the waterfront access pat hway and water

adj acent pathway during the initial construction of
the project. W’ll conplete these wal kways wth...
when additional access points to the water are
devel oped ensuring increased safety and increased
eyes and ears on the waterfront. Follow ng earlier
presentations to the community board and the

borough president it has been suggested that we
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devel op the unused space for a athletic field for

| ocal soccer teans as Council Menber Crow ey

i ndi cated. W& do have sone concerns about this in
addition to the safety and security concerns

al ready described which should be noted. First
under normal circunstances athletic fields require
a significant capital investnent up front as well
as substantial annual maintenance budget. Turning
this space into an athletic field would create a
further challenge as the space is smaller than a
typi cal soccer field and is not currently |evel.
For our original plan we specifically selected
what’ s known as a nmeadow m x planting treatnment
which is the green that you see which was approved
by the public design conm ssion. And it was

sel ected because it has a | ow mai ntenance need and
is..and at the sane tinme being visibly attractive.
Second, this project is anong the first in neeting
water quality standards for our long termcontro
pl an or LTCP as described by the Departnent of

Envi ronnmental Conservation. As we continue to
devel op the LTCP as well as requirenents under

Newt own Creek superfund designati on DEP does need

to remain flexible with the space as we nay be
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required to build additional facilities or
infrastructure to neet those state and federa
mandates. W believe that’s inportant to not build
an open space anenity now only to be ripped up

| ater for essential infrastructure. Having said al
of that however DEP is wlling to further entertain
the idea of entering into a nmenorandum of
understanding with a community organi zati on which
we woul d be responsible for building and

mai nt ai ni ng the space for athletic purposes. As
Counci| Menber Crow ey indicated we have a sim |l ar
relationship with a soccer |eague in Manhattan at
our North River waste water treatment plant. The
organi zation, FC Harlem Soccer Cl ub was responsible
for the capital cost of the field and is

responsi ble annually for its maintenance and
appropriate use. Wile the specifics are sonmewhat
different we would be willing to consider a simlar
agreenment with a comunity organi zati on here. Again
our main concern is the potentially negative inpact
on both the community and athletic organization if
we're required to build additional infrastructure
at the...at the location resulting in the fuel being

renoved therefore the MOU woul d need to make cl ear
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that if the area is devel oped for athletic purposes
and DEP requires the use of the area for waste
water utility functions upon reasonable notice the
organi zation woul d need to vacate the field and
renmove any of its equi pnent or other inprovenents.
As an i nmedi ate next step we wel cone the
opportunity to take nenbers of the community on
tour of the athletic field by the North River

Wast ewat er Treatnment Plant as well as begin

di scussions with local athletic groups identified
by both the borough president and the counci
menber. We al so pledged to neet with the | oca
communi ty annually to provide an update on the LTCP
and the superfund processes to ensure full
transparency about the site’s future use. Before |
conclude ny testinony it’s also worth noting that
the city planning comm ssion recomended that we
devel op signhage describing the facility and its
pur pose for Newtown Creek as part of our
application to them O course we're working with
our project designers to develop that signage. |
thank you again for the opportunity to testify and
Vincent and | woul d be happy to address any

questions that you may have.
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CHAI R KOO Crow ey...question?

COUNCI L MEMBER CROWLEY: Deputy
Commi ssi oner you nentioned in your testinony the
future of a possible wastewater utility functions?

ERI C LANDAU: Mm hmm

COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: Woul dn’t t hat
have to be cited?

ERI C LANDAU:. So as we’ve been
di scussing all along as this project is the first
in many to nmeet requirenments under both the LTCP
and the superfund the...the things that...that could
come out of that for exanple in Gowanus right now
we’' re under federal order to build two conbi ned
sewer overfl ow tanks bel ow ground. And so this is
the first project to neet water quality goals. W
know that there are going to be future projects.
And because this is already city |l and and DEP | and
our thought was in staying flexible with the space
if we did need to put infrastructure which we don’t
yet know what those requirenents will be we thought
this could be an appropriate space.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: Now you coul d
al so build that...those under the structure you' re

pl anning to build correct?
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ERI C LANDAU: Under the buil di ng?
COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: Yeah.
ERI C LANDAU:. Yeah it would be very
difficult because that building will have a pile

foundation. So to put anything underneath it while
doabl e woul d be very expensive and...and...[ cr oss-
t al k]

COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: You al ready
have a wastewater treatnent plant on the Newtown
Cr eek.

ERI C LANDAU. Right. R ght we’'re not
tal king about a wastewater treatnment plant. W' re
tal ki ng about other infrastructure required to
reduce CSGs or capture CSCs from go...going into the
wat erway. So not...not a treatnent plan
specifically.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: Ckay. The
wast ewater utility...[cross-talk]

ERI C LANDAU. Right. So that could be
i ke a conmbi ned sewer overflow storage tank which
we have in Flushing which we are doing in Gowanus
.that is a...has becone a nore common net hod

especi ally under EPA, that superfund designation.
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COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: Right. So |
need to know that your conmtnent is real. Because
fromyour testinony and from our conversations it
seens slightly different. | want to nake sure that
my conmunity can enter into an agreenent with DEP
to use that site and not waste any tinme. And you
spoke about later on building a path along the...

ERI C LANDAU: Yep

COUNCI L MEMBER CROWLEY: ..green space.
Wll if there is a agreenent in place which DEP is
saying that you' re ready to take on an agreenent
with the conmunity then why is there a delay for
the path? You said in your testinony...

ERI C LANDAU: | did say that in ny
testinony, yes. The concern that we’ ve...we’ve had
about the path itself and...and the field...and the
soccer fieldis alittle different. So the...the
soccer field if..and again we’'re fully commtted to
entering into an agreenent if there is an
organi zation that is able to enter into the
agreenment with us, they' re able to pay for it, the
construction, the maintenance etcetera. W re 100
percent comritted to doing that is there’ s an

appropriate organi zation. The...the field itself
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then woul d be fenced because you woul dn’t want
people...balls going into the water or it’s a two
tiered bul k head. You woul dn’t want anyone trying
to get down to the water fromthe field. And the...
the point of the..the path itself was that there
was no other waterfront access in this...in this
nei ghbor hood currently and a concern about havi ng
few people on the waterfront. And that’s why the
t hought was that when the other projects were
devel oped and there are nore people on the water...

COUNCI L MEMBER CROMALEY: Ri ght.

ERI C LANDAU. .we too would do that.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROWLEY: But let’s say
this group is agreeing to secure the site when
they’re not using it. Then there’d be less of a
security risk and therefore it seens to nake sense
to just put the path there when you’ re doing your
initial construction.

ERI C LANDAU. | see. | think we were
| ooki ng at them as separate, as a totally en-fenced
[ phonetic] enclosed field and then the wal kway
separate fromthat to be honest but...

COUNCI L MEMBER CROWLEY: It woul d be

nice to have it around the...the soccer field |
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woul d think. [cross-tal k] makes sense because then
it could give you as nmuch roomthat you woul d need
for the field. And then you know the current

exi sting conditions of the land...are you required
environnmentally to clean it to a certain extent

bef ore such organi zation was to take it on nmaking
an athletic field...Like | understand it used to be
used as an area for waste transfer, construction
debris and that there...there’s |likely asbestos and

stuff in that pile, the height of the...the green

space.

VI NCENT SAPI ENZA: For the...the neadow
m x concept there would just be a small |ayer of
clean fill and for you know essentially not

di sturbing nmuch of the site other than adding the
meadow m x there wouldn’t need, there woul d not
need to be a significant renediation.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROWLEY: But for
athletic use there would be?

VI NCENT SAPI ENZA: There may need to be,
yeah.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: And how... what
is the...the height of that building to the height

of the current ground | evel ?
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VI NCENT SAPI ENZA: |1’ m going to ask...
Okay, okay. 33 feet is the height of the building.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: So off ... because
it looks like there’s a hill on the green space,
of f the height of the green space or off the
regul ar ground | evel ?

VI NCENT SAPI ENZA: O f the regul ar
ground level it’s 33 feet.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: And you know
how hi gh the green space is right now to that?

VI NCENT SAPI ENZA: 1t...it is hilly. In
fact there's...there’s a nound of...of soil that's
there as well.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROWLEY: Potentially one
coul d... because you're still in your early stage of
design bring that green space up even higher and
possi bly work with DEP to...to nmake it a | arger
field on top of your building. So you...sort of |ike
you sort of have a green roomthat extends to the
ol d green.

VI NCENT SAPI ENZA: Yeah the...the...the
hei ght of the building is...is much taller than
could be leveled with..with the field. I'mfairly

sure the...
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COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: But where are
you with your design phase? Wth the architectural
renderi ngs?

VI NCENT SAPI ENZA: Yeah so...so that'’s
essentially the...the...done now. All the design is
conpl eted and we’'re...we’'re be | ooking to issue
contracts for...

COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: Wiy does it
take so long to...why are you estimting that 27
hundred square foot building would take three
years, three and a half years to build.

VI NCENT SAPI ENZA: Yeah it’s not...it’s
not just a building Council Menber. There’'s a
di ffuser system a grid that has to go into the
Newt own Creek water body. There’'s a | ot of
nmechani cal and el ectrical upgrades that need to be
done in that area.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: And when do you
think could be the earliest point for let’s say the
athletic | eague has the capital put aside that’'s
needed to nmake that field to play sports on...when
do you think is the earliest tinme that their
construction crews could have access to the green

space to nake it...to work on that.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SUBCOW TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SI TI NG AND
MARI TI ME USES
20

VI NCENT SAPI ENZA: So...so we shoul d have
the...the super structure up sonmetinme towards the
end of 2017. And nuch of the work after that would
then be either inside the building or inside the
wat er body. So it’'s...it’s probably an early to m d-
2018 that the conmunity coul d have that space.

ERI C LANDAU:. But we’'d be |ooking to
begi n the discussions with athletic organi zations
ri ght away.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: Ri ght away?

ERI C LANDAU: Ri ght away.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: Li ke tonorrow?

ERI C LANDAU. If you have one identified
absol utely.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROWLEY: And how does
that work? Do you have to do sone types of public
process or you just go into agreenent with the
| ocal ...

VI NCENT SAPI ENZA: Yeah the...the...the
way we did it at North River we were approached by
a...a comunity group. It was FC Harl em Soccer who
asked if...if we had any sites available for their
youth | eague to use and we did. W had a...an enpty

| ot that was not being used. W worked out a
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menor andum of understanding with themto use |ot as
long as we didn’t need it. And...and they have nmade...
made some i nprovenents and they have been

mai ntai ni ng and securing it for about five years
NOW.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: And their field
i s above your facility.

VI NCENT SAPI ENZA: No actual |y our
facility is essentially enclosed but we do have
space just to the east of the facility and...and
they’ re using sonme of that.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: Ckay good. |
have no further questions. Thank you.

ERI C LANDAU:. Thank you

COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: Thank you M.
Chai r man.

CHAI R KOO GCkay. So | have sone
qguestions for the Deputy Conm ssioner or the
Associ ate Conmi ssioner. How do you get all these
air into the water? You have a big fan or...

ERI C LANDAU: Yeah so there's...there’s...
there’'s three | arge conpressors...this building and
they just kind of take outside atnospheric air,

conpress it, and then punp it into the, the river
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CHAIR KOO So you have a big fan
forcing all this air into the water would you bring
up all the bacteria in the water to the...to the
air?

ERI C LANDAU:. So...so we’ ve | ooked at
that. We've studied that extensively. It's...it’s a
real ly good question. And the...the grid will be
just high enough that the bubbles of air will nove
upward a certain percentage of that air gets
absorbed into the waterway and the rest is just
rel eased back into the atnosphere. And there’s
essentially you know o di sturbance of ...of sedinent
or...or anything else. W’ ve done a lot of testing
and a | ot of evaluation of that.

CHAIR KOO So you won't...you won’t
affect the air quality in the surrounding area. And
t hen supposi ng now you have a soccer field or
sonet hing the people are breathing all this
bacteri a.

ERI C LANDAU. We...we can provi de you...
We..we..we did a report. W actually wote a letter
to a...a community group called Swi m because this
isn't the first aeration facility that we have on

Newt omn Creek. We actually have a...anot her one
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closer to the East R ver and we provide that report
to you.

CHAI R KOO Ckay. Thank you. Yeah... Any
ot her questions? Nope? Okay. So thank you very
much. No | asked himalready. Any nenber...nmenbers
have any comrents or suggestions? No? Thank you. So
we will close the public hearing on this item So
we are noving to the next item LU nunber 241,
appl i cati on nunber 215...no, two...l’msorry yeah...
2015587 HKK, the Brooklyn Public Library/Stone
Avenue Branch under Council Menber Mealy’s
district. And we have G na [phonetic] Jenna Adans
fromthe LPC here to testify. You want to...Thank
you. Please identify yourself and...and begi n. Yeah.

JENNA ADAMS: Good norning Chair Koo and
conm ttee nenbers. |1’ m Jenna Adans, the Director of
I ntergovernnental Affairs for the Landmarks
Preservation Comm ssion. And |’m here today to
testify on the conmm ssion’s designation of the
Br ookl yn Public Library/ Stone Avenue Branch | ocated
at 581 Stone Avenue in Brooklyn. Landmarks
Preservati on Comm ssion had our hearing on this
building April 7'" of this year. There were five

peopl e there speaking in favor of the designation
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including a letter from Council Menber Mealy whose
district represents the site of the library, also a
representative fromthe Brooklyn Public Library

Hi storic Districts Council, Society for the
Architecture of the Cty, Ctizens Defending

Li braries, and no one in opposition. The Stone
Avenue Branch of the Brooklyn Public Library opened
in Septenber 1914 funded by a gift from Andrew
Cornegy and it was designed by a very notabl e

Br ookl yn architect WIIliam Tubby and it was
originally known as a Brownsville Children's

Li brary and was the only public library of the tine
to serve only children. And the building itself is
not abl e for many reasons, not sure if you have a
photo but it is a two story structure clad with red
tapestry brick and trimed with I ndiana buff

| i mest one designed in the Jacobean revival style
the library' s distinctive projecting corer tower
features stone steps and dual entrances with
decorative stone plagues of the coat of arnms of the
Brooklyn Public Library. A stone bandi ne [ phoneti c]
marks the first and second fl oor and waps the
bui |l di ng. Decorative stone nolding at the tower

features carvings referencing characters from
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children’s books. It’s had several rehabilitations
and nost recently a 1.7 mllion renovation in 2013
which they did quite a bit of work. And this
architect WIIliam Tubby designed not only this

l'i brary branch but three other in Brooklyn funded
by Carnegi e several which have been desi gnated as
New York City | andmarks. So accordingly the
Landmar k preservati on comm ssion urges you to
affirmthis designation and let nme know if you have
any questions, thank you.

CHAIR KOO Thank you. W are al so
joined by Council Menber Mendez. And Council ...
Counci | Menber Mealy wants to nake a statenent.

COUNCI L MEMBER MEALY: Thank you. | just
want to say | amproud to say that it’s overdue,
this hundred years old | was there when we did the
hundred years. And | just put in a lot of new
technology in there, the 600 word ganes, words
where children should know by now. And | just want
to thank the Mother Gaston famly. They were a part
of this just as well. And this is the first
children library in the world to me period. That’s
how | say it is. It’s the first children library in

the world. And one thing I...1...1 just fee
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di sappoi nted that the Brooklyn library should have
taken those vacant | ot next door then nore people
could cone to the library. Because right now we
wi I | have honeless and nentally right next door to
this lot, this historic library. So | amfull
support of it. And | did neet with the library
preservation and everyone trying to make sure that
we have people comng fromall over the world...
could cone and maybe park there at this historic
library. So |l amfor it and | thank this...the
commttee, the HPD, and Land Use Committee, and you
Peter Koo for having this...this neeting. And | say
aye on this period. Thank you.

CHAI R KOO Thank you. Council Menber
Barron you have questions?

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Just a conmment.
Thank you Chairman Koo. | do support this
| andmar ki ng status. And as we all know libraries
are so critical at this tine in our society where
there are so many people who are |looking to
rei nvent thensel ves and take on second careers. And
this particular library is also very inportant to
me because when | was a teacher in Brownsville |

used this library to have ny students go and do
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wor k. And additionally ny predecessor Charles
Barron at the tine that he was elected had this
library in the district before the rezoning. And he
did conmit 400,000 dollars to major renovations in
the library which was able to install a library and
do a maj or renovation of the Heritage House which
is located on the second floor of the library. So
this is an opportunity for the community to
actually be involved in the services that the
i brary provides. The Heritage House is an
outgrow h of the Carter G Wodson Society for the
Study of African Anerican Life and Culture. And
then as was said by ny coll eague the Rosetta Gaston
Society. The Rosetta Gaston as a comrunity menber
was a strong advocate for education and for
children. So we’'re very pleased that this is cone
for Landmark Status and we do support it as well.
Thank you

CHAI R KOO Thank you Council Menber
Barron. Questions from our nmenbers? What about from
the public? No? This application is...

[ background comrent s]

CHAI R KOO ©Oh, okay. Thank you. So this

application is closed. This public hearing is
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cl osed yeah, sorry. So now we go to | and use item
nunber 242, application nunber 20155741 TAX, tax.
Hm 1It’s Paratransit facility in Council Menber
Vacca's district. And we have Joseph Colletti,
senior VP fromthe NYEDC and Charlie Sanboy
Assistant Vice President. They're going to testify
for us. Please identify yourself and start now.
JOSEPH COLLETTI: Sure. Good afternoon
t hi nk now Chai rman Koo, nenbers of the subconmttee
on Landmarks, Public Siting, and Maritinme Uses. |'m
Joe Colletti, Senior Vice President of the New York
Cty Econom c Devel opment Corporation. I'’mhere to
speak about the application for relocation of MIA
Peratransit facility fromits current site at 65
Commercial Street in Geenpoint, Brooklyn to 1120
Commerce Avenue |ocated in the Zerega Avenue
section of the Bronx. Pursuant to Section 1266-C5
of the New York State Public Authorities Law we're
required to submt this application for review and
approval to New York City Council. Just a little
background to begin. The 2005 G eenpoi nt
Wl ianmsburg rezoning outlined plans for the
construction of a waterfront esplanade and rel ated

open spaces along two ml|es of Brooklyn’s East
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Ri ver waterfront including the creation of the
future Box Street Park at 65 Commercial Street. The
site is currently occupied by two MIA operations; a
Paratransit facility and energency response unit
along with sone additional uses. In order for the
city to proceed with the design and construction of
Box Street park the MIA nust fully vacate 65
Commercial Street and relocate to a suitable

| ocation. As defined in the points of agreenent
established with the city council during the 2005
rezoning the city agreed to identify an alternative
| ocation for the MIA Paratransit facility and
provide capital funding for the relocation and
creation of new open space. The city conpleted a
search of appropriate city owned sites across
various agencies. And the parcel zone N1 at 1120
Commerce...in the Bronx is identified as the nost
suitabl e relocation for the MIA Paratransit
facility. Approximately 14 mllion dollars was al so
previously allocated by the city for the creation
of the open space and to cover the cost of the

rel ocation of the current MIA facilities. EDC s
role will be to manage the design, renediation, and

construction on behalf of the city and the Parks
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Departnent for a one story...or for the MIA on a one
story building on the 1120 Commerce Ave site in the
Bronx that will house MIA offices and training
facilities for Paratransit operators. The site has
exi sting contam nation that will be addressed and
cl eaned up prior to construction of the new MIA
facility. As part of the project a public sidewal k
will also be enhanced with new trees and pl anti ngs.
Only a portion of the parcel closest to Comrerce
Ave wi |l | be devel oped to house the rel ocated
Paratransit facility. Environmental investigation
is already underway at the site and pending city
counci | approval EDC anticipates renmedi ati on and
construction to begin as early as the end of this
year. Onto the facility itself according to the MIA
activity on the premses wll include asset
recovery of select vehicle equipment as well as
training of drivers and mai ntenance staff on the
operation and mai nt enance of vehicle systens. The
facility will also serve as a center for the

recei ving of new vehicles until conm ssioned and

di spersed to operators based at various other

| ocations. Ad...old vehicles will be held on site

until decomm ssioned and either sold, released, or
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di sposed of. A maxi num of approxi mately 150
vehicl es can be on site at one tine and vehicles
will not be transiting continuously to and fromthe
facility on a regular basis as is conmon with
access-a-ride operations. The MIA expects operating
hours to be from6:00 a.m to 5:00 ppm wth
approxi mately three permtted staff on site daily.
We respectfully request the approval of this
application by the subconmttee which will allow
the city to nove closer to fulfilling its
comm tment to build Box Street Park. Now I’ m happy
to answer any of your questions. Thank you.

CHAI R KOO Counci | Menber Levin

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI N Thank you very
much M. Chairman. Ww. |’ mvery excited. This was
a day that | was...] was unsure would ever cone. So
|’ mvery happy to have EDC testifying in front of
us today. | want to thank Council Menber Vacca for
his...for his welcom ng of the facility to his
district. And you know this is a big deal for the
Wl ianmsburg-Geenpoint Community. This is at this
poi nt about 10 years and one nonth after the
conm tment was...was...was first nmade to nmake this

happen. |’ m sure that you guys were not at EDC at
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the tinme. But it took a lot of work to nake...to
make this a reality. The mayor’s office Carol E

Fi nk [phonetic] worked really hard on making this
happen. W worked very closely with the MIA on
identifying replacenent sites, Lois Tendler and...
and everyone that works with her at MIA and...and ny
staff. So Romm e Medal [sp?] who's ny Chief of
Staff. He started working on this issue, | think he
was an intern for my predecessor. And...and...and
then Ashl ey Thonpson who was ny Chief of Staff
worked on this issue for...for like four years while
she was nmy chief of staff. And...and so this is
really...this is really great. This is going to nean
a brand new park that is going to have one of the
nost exquisite views of Manhattan of any park in
New York City. It’s going to be a...it’s going to
get a lot of use. Likely will have active and

passi ve recreational uses. And...and so we’'re just
very excited. Thank you very nmuch for...for your
diligence on this and for working through what is...
you know what was really a...a seem ngly unworkabl e
situation and...and working together with other
agenci es; the MIA and...and every other agency you

had to work with to...to make this a reality. So
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thank you. | vote aye...l...| encourage ny coll eagues
to...to vote aye on this one pl ease.

CHAI R KOO Thank you Council Memnber
Levin. Any menbers have any questions? Nope? So
t hank you very nuch. Any nenbers from..any comments
fromthe public? No? Seeing none this public
hearing is cl osed.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN: |I'’m posting this
on the North Brookl yn Facebook page as we speak so
that ...so that everybody in North Brooklyn knows
this is happening. So we going to take a vote and...
on...on those three itens we just heard. And we wil |l
vote as...as one right? Coupled together. So the
Chair recommend a yes vote, yeah.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Chair Koo.

CHAI R KOO Aye.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Council Menber
Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: | vote aye on
all. And I'd like to congratul ate Council Menber
Mealy and the Barrons for their work in...in
preserving this library and our history for our

comruni ti es.
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UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Counci| Menber
Levi n.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN: | vote aye on al
and congratul ations to Council Menbers Mealy and
Barron as well.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Counci | Menber

Bar r on.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: | vote aye on
all.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Counci| Menber
Kal | os.

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLOS: | vote aye on
all and congratul ations to Council Menbers Barron,
Meal y, and Council Menber Levin and his extended
staff including Romm e and Ashley. G eat work.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Land Use Itenms 241,
242, and 243 are approved with five votes in the
affirmative, zero in the negative, and zero
abstentions. They' re referred to the full Land Use
Conmi tt ee.

CHAIR KOO We going to | eave the vote
open for 15 m nutes. So neeting’ s adjourned? Yeah.
Meeti ng’ s adj our ned.

[ gavel ]
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UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Council Menber
Arroyo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO Aye.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Land Use nunbers
241, 242, and 243 are approved by a vote of six in
the affirmative, zero in the negative, and zero
abstentions and they're referred to the full Land
Use Conmittee.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO Ckay t hat
concl udes the Landmark Committee for June 22",

[ gavel ]




CERTI FI CATE

World Wde Dictation certifies that the

foregoing transcript is a true and accurate

record of the proceedings. We further certify that

there is no relation to any of the parties to

this action by blood or marriage, and that there

is interest in the outcone of this matter.

Dat e June 26, 2015




