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Introduction

On January 22, 2015, the Committee on Youth Services, chaired by Council Member Matthew Eugene, will hold a hearing entitled, “Oversight: Are Youth Violence Prevention Programs Adequately Serving the Needs of NYC’s Most Vulnerable Youth?”  The Committee has invited the Department of Youth and Community Development (DYCD), advocates, and providers to testify. 
Background

Recently, youth violence in New York City has been on the front page of local news. Youth violence can take many forms, such as fighting, bullying, threats, and partner dating violence. 
 Young people can be involved in youth violence as an offender, a victim or a witness.
 According to the Center for Disease Control (CDC), National Center for Injury Prevention and Control Division of Violence Prevention, approximately thirteen young people in the United States are victims of homicide every day and an additional 1,642 visit emergency rooms because of physical assault related injuries.
 TRY TO FIND NUMBERS FOR NYC. In 2013, the CDC conducted the Youth Risk Behavior Survey and found that 24.7% of high school students reported having been in at least one physical fight the year before and 18% reported they carried a weapon.
 
Youth violence affects youth in all types of communities. However, the risk for some youth violence varies significantly by racial and ethnic group. For instance, the homicide rate in 2011 for African American youth was 13.7 times higher than the rate for white youth.
 Also, 35% of African American youth reported that they had been in at least one fight during the previous year, while only 21% of white youth reported that they had been in a fight during the previous year.
 
Youth violence affects all types of communities. However, some communities are disproportionately affected by youth violence. For instance, data from the 2011 National Gang Survey found that 85% of larger cities reported gang activity while only 50% of suburban communities reported gang activity.
 It should also be noted that within a city or community the level of violence varies from neighborhood to neighborhood.
 Youth in some neighborhoods are exposed to relatively higher rates of crime, family violence, poverty, and failing schools and businesses.
 Youth growing up in these circumstances are more likely to see violence and gangs as acceptable and as a way to enhance social status.

The CDC report also highlights that violence is not just a problem among males. Homicide is the fourth leading cause of death for females age 10-24.
 Females age 16-24 experience the highest level of dating violence.
 One in three teenagers reports knowing a peer who has been physically hurt by their partner.
  Teen dating violence can range from controlling behavior to verbal and physical abuse. The New York State Office for the Prevention of Domestic Violence says that research shows that 62% of tweens 11 through 14 know friends who have been verbally abused by their girlfriend or boyfriend and 10% report being hit by their girlfriend or boyfriend.
 
Youth violence can have a negative effect on the health and education of the youth involved. Youth violence can also have a costly effect on society.
 There are direct cost, such as medical and mental health care costs, law enforcement and incarceration, and legal and social services.
 There are also indirect costs associated with youth violence, such as lost earning, struggling schools, fear in communities and declining property values.
 

Prevention

According to the CDC, national trends suggest that youth violence prevention is possible.
 Youth violence is not the result of one factor. However, protective factors can greatly reduce violence or they can buffer against risk factors.
 Protective factors include positive relationship with caring adults, friends, peers and parents; attachment to community; and societal influences. 
The New York City Department of Education (DOE) has a Gang Prevention and Intervention Unity (GPIU), which works to promote student safety in regards to youth and gang violence and other unlawful behavior.
 According to the DOE, it (GPIU) aims to help schools and their communities create a safer and more secure environment by assisting them in developing a proactive approach to gang activity and other forms of youth violence.
The GPIU also states that their mission is to support the education of students in New York City Public Schools by providing high quality professional development, technical assistance, and collaborative intervention related to gang presence and gang activity within schools.
 The four articulated goals of the GPIU include: 1. Helping schools and their communities create a safer and more secure environment by assisting them in developing a proactive approach to gang activity and other forms of youth violence,
 2. Collaborating with stakeholders in the school community, particularly Safety Administrators, around designing and implementing interventions that address individual and group problems related to youth violence, especially involving gangs and bullying.
 3. Responding directly to requests for training and professional development from the DOE and community agencies serving New York City youth and families.
 And finally, 4., Maintaining current information and in-house expertise relating to all aspects of gangs and various forms of youth violence.
 

Community groups and community based providers provide quality programming for the youth which acts as protective factor and provides a buffer against violence. In New York City communities have come together in an attempt to prevent youth violence. For instance, community members and elected officials formed the El Barrio/East Harlem Youth Violence Task Force and in November of 2011 the task force released their platform entitled,” Promoting Peace and Empowerment Among Young People In Our Community.”

 Community based organizations also provide programming with a focus on preventing youth violence. For example, Kings Against Violence Initiative works with Brooklyn youth to provide productive and safe alternatives to engaging in violence.
 There are also community based organizations that focus on preventing teen dating violence. For instance, The Healing Center NY has a program for teen girls called Daughters of the Lotus which gives them a safe place to talk about teen dating violence, healthy relationships, peer pressure and safe choices.
  
The Citizens Crime Commission of New York City May 2015 report, Responding To The Problem, Coordinating A Continuum of  Services
reports that although New York City has famously experienced unprecedented sustained reductions in crime,
 there are areas which have not seen violent crime rates drop to nearly zero – as others have, or anywhere close,
 and that indeed there are places and people that have been left behind.
 Certain ages and race groups are also still far more likely to become victims and be responsible for violent crimes than others.
 They note too that the root causes of violent crime have not changed either,
 and that the circumstances under which crime is committed sound eerily familiar to the high-crime New York of 25 years ago that we now refer to as “the bad old days”.

Conclusion

At today’s hearing, the Committee will examine how DYCD and providers work with New York City youth to prevent youth violence, explore ways to alter the paradigm as there are clearly individuals and communities left behind, despite the drop in crime Citywide, and determine which best next steps may be incorporated into the arsenal of tools that may be utilized in every neighborhood of New York City, so as to assure that all New Yorkers have equal opportunities to succeed in life and be neither the perpetuator nor the victim of crime. 
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