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COW TTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAI RS 3

[ gavel ]

CHAI RPERSON ESPI NAL: Good norning. My
nane is Rafael Espinal. I'’mthe chair of the
Consuner Affairs Commttee. Today the Committee
wi || be conducting a vote on two pieces of
| egislation, Intro 726 and 729 which will support
and hopefully pronote and continue vi brant snal
busi ness community in the city of New York. Snal
busi nesses make up to over 90 percent of al
busi ness and provide the majority of private sector
enpl oynent in the city. These bills seek to
proactively educate small businesses regarding
rules and regul ations with which, which with, which
they nust conply an al so provides a nechanismfor
anal yzing fines issued to businesses so that
unnecessary fines may be reduced. Intro 726 woul d
expand and codi fy a successful past program of the
New York City Departnent of Consuner Affairs called
busi ness education days. It would require DCA to
hol d these events in two separate |locations in each
of the five boroughs in the city of New York in
English and the six | anguages nost commonly spoken
in this city on an annual basis. Information

provi ded at these events would include the | aws and
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COW TTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAI RS 4
rul es enforced by DCA including the |icensing | aws,
consumer protection laws, and truth in pricing
| aws. To ensure that businesses understand that
these events are a resource to help them succeed.
The bill requires that the Departnment of Snal
Busi ness Servi ces supports DCA, indoor organization
and operation of the events. Finally to track the
I npl emrentation of the bill it would require DCAto
i ssue an annual report specifying the nunber of
events held the | ocations where they were held, the
nunber of participants and the information provided
to smal|l business operators. The first of these
events pursuant to this legislation will be held on
or before June 30'", 2015 which is also ny
birthday, just for the record. Intro 729 introduced
by my coll eague Vinny Gentile. You know I’I| pass
the mc over to you if you want to explain the bill
alittle further.

COUNCI L MEMBER CENTI LE: Thank you
Chai rman Espinal. And, and thank you for having
this on your conmttee agenda today. You know
sonetinmes in, in governnment we' re overzeal ous and
we tend to do things that have a negative affect

particularly on small, small businesses. And in
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COW TTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAI RS 5
this regard the negative effect often cones in the
form of violations and sunmonses issued by the
Departnent of Consumer Affairs that are ultimtely
di sm ssed by the sane agency. But it causes snal
busi ness owners to take the day off to go down and
fight it to get that ultimtely gets dism ssed. And
that is an i nmense waste of tinme for, for business
owners and really city workers. So what this bil
woul d do at 729 woul d mandate a study to discover
and reduce the violations is issued to business
owners that are frequently dism ssed by the DCA
And by docunenting and categori zing and cat al ogi ng
t hose sumtmonses and vi ol ati ons that, that are nost
frequently dism ssed by DCA they woul d have the
mandate then to reduce those types of violations
that are issued and thereby | essen what is al nost
amounts to harassnment of small business owners. So
this is a bill that would nove in that direction so
M. Chairman again | thank you for your support and
the support of this commttee on 729.

CHAI RPERSON ESPI NAL: Thank you Vi nny |
appreciate it. | also want to thank Lobony Ranobno
[ phonetic] Martinez. I'"malso Alia Ali for all the

work they’ve done putting this package of bills
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COW TTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAI RS 6
toget her and al so the speaker Melissa Mark Viverito
for her advocacy behind these bills. This is a very
friendly package to our small businesses here in
New York City. W hope we can continue pronoting
that and without further ado would the clerk please
call the roll? But before | do that | wanted to
acknow edge ny col | eagues. | have Julissa Ferreras
from Queens and Karen Koslow tz from Queens.

COW TTEE CLERK MARTIN. WIIliam Martin
Committee Clerk. Roll call vote Commttee on
Consuner Affairs. Introduction 726A and 729A which
are coupl ed. Chair Espinal

CHAI RPERSON ESPI NAL: | vote aye.

COW TTEE CLERK MARTIN: Gentile.

COUNCI L MEMBER CENTI LE: Happily vote

aye on all.

COW TTEE CLERK MARTI N: Ferreras-
Copel and.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS- COPELAND: |
vote aye

COM TTEE CLERK MARTI N: Koslow tz.
COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ: | vote aye

and 1’d Iike ny nane added to these bills.
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COW TTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAI RS 7
COMWM TTEE CLERK MARTIN: By a vote of
four in the affirmative, zero in the negative, and
no abstentions both itens have been adopt ed.
CHAI RPERSON ESPI NAL: Okay so we’'re,
we're, we're going to adjourn this commttee
heari ng.

[ gavel ]
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