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As Commissioner of NYC Emergency Management, it is my pleasure to submit this testimony for 
the official record.  
 
Let me begin by providing a snapshot of our budget for next year. OEM’s projected total Fiscal 
Year 2016 City Tax Levy expense budget is $13.7 million; this includes both Personnel Services 
and Other Than Personnel Services. The agency receives grant funding to support many of the core 
programs, several of which I will mention today. We rely on our City tax levy expense budget to 
support the majority of the agency’s administrative, technological and operational costs. 
 
The projected Fiscal Year 2016 Personnel Services budget is $4.2 million, which supports the 48 
personnel lines paid directly through New York City Emergency Management City tax levy-funds.  
Our other staffing is supported through grant funds and on assignments from multiple City agencies. 
Drawing on the expertise and talent of these diverse entities, we have been able to support New 
York City’s unique approach to emergency management.   
 
Our projected Fiscal Year 2016 Other Than Personnel Services budget is $9.5 million, which covers 
all agency operating and administrative costs.  There is virtually no discretionary funding in this 
budget. These funds are designated to cover our warehouse lease, utilities, and telecommunications 
costs including the maintenance and operations of our Emergency Operations Center and back-up 
facilities.  Our City tax levy Other Than Personnel Services budget also supports our fleet and all 
additional equipment, supplies and materials needed to run the agency.   
 
In the past year, we successfully secured $19 million in federal and state funding, primarily through 
the Urban Areas Security Initiative grant.  Outside funding is vital to our ability to run some of our 
finest initiatives, including the Ready New York public education program, Community Emergency 
Response Team program, Continuity of Operations Program, Geographic Information Systems, 
Training and Exercises, Watch Command and Response, and Citywide Incident Management 
Systems planning. With this in mind, we continue to work hard to support New York City programs 
and constantly monitor additional funding opportunities. As the City’s primary liaison with the 
United States Department of Homeland Security for consequence management, New York City 
Emergency Management oversees the City’s compliance with federal preparedness and emergency 
response requirements.   
 
We have had a busy year and we continue to look ahead to find new ways to prepare the city and 
our citizens for the next emergency. Summer may officially arrive later this month, but we have 
been working hard on our preparedness message. During the summer months, New Yorkers are 
especially vulnerable to heat-related hazards.  On warm summer days, the City can be as much as 



   
  

 2

10 degrees warmer than its surrounding areas. Heat waves are particularly dangerous for children, 
seniors, and those with cardiovascular disease. We held a pre-season conference call and a robust 
table top exercise with participating partners and agencies on the Heat Steering Committee to make 
sure that everyone not only knows their roles but is ready to respond as needed. We are working 
with our partners to make sure the city is ready to open cooling centers during times of high heat. 
Cooling centers are air-conditioned pubic community centers, senior centers, and public libraries to 
offer people relief from the heat. 
 
In addition we have updated our websites and urge everyone to check out our Beat the Heat 
webpage, the destination for everything needed to know about extreme heat in New York City. Here 
you can find your cooling center, learn how to stay informed, find ways to help your neighbors, 
discover how to stay healthy and safe, and learn about heat terms and vernacular to understand the 
meaning behind forecasts. Also on this webpage are links to the Department of Health and Mental 
Hygiene to learn about heat illness and heat waves, as well as information on obtaining spray caps 
from local firehouses and conserving energy through tips from Con Edison and PSEG. 
 
We are also getting ready for coastal storm season, which begins on June 1st but historically the 
greatest potential for hurricanes in New York City occurs from August through October.  The week 
of May 25th is National Hurricane Preparedness Week. NYC Emergency Management is kicking off 
our hurricane outreach campaign with the Know Your Zone campaign to encourage all New 
Yorkers to know which evacuation zone they live in. It’s important for New Yorkers to take the 
time to prepare. Through our Ready NY program, we will be conducting hurricane preparedness 
presentations in zones throughout the city and are always ready to come out and support elected 
officials by providing our preparedness materials at town halls, street fairs or other events. We are 
branching out and sharing information with New Yorkers in more ways than ever before. In 
addition to getting emergency alerts and updates through radio and television news, we are urging 
people to sign up for Notify NYC to receive emergency messages through telephone or by text 
messages.  
 
I urge all members of the City Council to partner with us on both of these important initiatives to 
ensure your constituents are ready for heat and coastal storm season.    
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit our testimony.  I look forward to continue working with 
the Council on issues pertaining to emergency preparedness and response.  














