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The Partnership for New York City represents the city’s largest private sector employers, 
investors and leading entrepreneurs. We work together with government, labor and the nonprofit 
sector to create jobs and build the economy of New York.  
 
The Executive Budget represents a sound fiscal plan that benefits from a strong and growing 
private sector economy. The $3 billion surplus that will be rolled over from the current year is the 
result of property and personal-income tax revenues that have been larger than expected.  
 
The budget is based on the assumption of continued economic growth through 2019 – which 
would mean an unprecedented ten years without an economic downturn. While this projection 
may be warranted, there are risks: 
 

 The city and its key industries are vulnerable to global economic conditions, which can 
change quickly.  

 The economic health of the city depends on access and mobility, which requires adequate 
investment in maintenance and expansion of transportation infrastructure. Failure to 
close the huge deficit in the capital budget of the MTA could retard growth in the regional 
economy. 

 The city is overly reliant on personal income tax revenues from a very small number of 
highly mobile residents. The top 1% of tax filers account for 46% of the city’s total income 
tax revenues. States like Texas, Florida and Utah are aggressively seeking to lure these 
high earners away from New York and, to the extent they succeed, the city will lose both 
revenues and economic activity.  

 



Given these risks, it is important to expand reserves, as the Executive Budget has done. It is also 
important to attract private capital to support infrastructure development through strong public-
private partnerships. Finally, it is essential to send a strong signal that the city will not increase 
taxes, which are generally the highest in the country, but will strive to be more competitive and 
attractive to business and high earners.  
 
The following are changes that the Partnership would like to see in the final budget for 2015-16: 
 

 Elimination of the Commercial Rent Tax: The city’s Commercial Rent Tax is a tax that 
falls most heavily on the largest employers and is a disincentive to maintaining or 
attracting significant numbers of middle wage jobs. It should be eliminated.  
 

 Expanded Support for Career and Technical Education: The Department of Education 
requested $31.7 million to strengthen and programs that integrate career and technical 
education (CTE) into the academic programs of public high school students. This was not 
included in the Executive Budget, but is essential to improving the college and career 
readiness of students. The Partnership urges that funding be added to the city budget, 
with a focus on investing in efforts to expand professional development of teachers, 
internships for students, early college learning programs, and to provide schools with the 
equipment and services they need to prepare students for good jobs in the innovation 
economy. 

 
The business community stands ready to work with the City Council and the Administration to 

put forth a strong and sound budget that poises the city for growth.  

 



Testimonio de Bertha Asistimbay  
Sobrepoblacion – 5/19/15  
 
Buenos días. Mi nombre es Bertha Asitimbay soy padre líder de la escuela PS 19 y  
soy miembro de Se Hace Camino New York. Tengo tres hijas. Cinthia tiene 6 años 
Stephany tiene 10. Ambas asisten a la PS 19 en Corona, Queens. Gracias por la 
oportunidad de testificar, y por todo el trabajo que todos han hecho para resolver 
este asunto de sobrepoblación. 
 
La sobrepoblación escolar es uno de los problemas mas grandes que enfrentamos 
los Padres del distritos 24 y 30 en Queens. Tenemos estudiantes de kindergarten y 
primer grado viajando de Corona hasta Long Island City porque no caben en 
nuestras escuelas. Y estos estudiantes tienen que esperar un autobús en una 
esquina, a pesar del frio. También, cientos de estudiantes han estudiado en aulas 
portátiles por décadas, muchas les toca almorzar a la 9:45 am otros a la 1pm. Los 
padres tienen que llevar ropa extra cuando hay mal tiempo por que los estudiantes 
para usar biblioteca, cafetería, gym, auditorio tienen que ir al edificio y si hay nieve 
los niños sufren cuando sus pies se le mojan. Pero nadie dice lo siento. Nosotros 
hemos luchado mucho para resolver este problema, trabajando con concejales como 
CM Dromm y Ferreras, la Presidenta del Condado asambleístas, senadores, 
organizaciones, Padres de la comunidad hemos logrados algunas victoria como 
remover los transportables, de PS 92 y de la PS 19 y la construcciones de nuevas 
escuelas.  
 
Creo que es importante mirar al Plan Capital y también ser creativos con nuestros 
diseños de escuelas. ¿Podemos construir mas alto? ¿Podemos incluir escuelas en 
nuevos edificios? ¿Estamos usando nuestro espacio en una manera buena? 
 
No más almuerzo a la 9:45am o a la 1pm.  
No más terapia en pasillo.  
No más fila para usar el baño. 
No más espera en la calle por un bus. 
No más viaje por más de una hora para estudiar. 
La sobrepoblación tiene que terminar ahora. Gracias.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
  



Testimony of Bertha Asistimbay 
Overcrowding 5/19/15  
 
Good morning. My name is Bertha Asistimbay and I am a parent leader at PS 19, and 
I’m a member of MRNY. I have three daughters. Cinthia is 6 and Stephany is 10. Both 
are students at PS 19 in Corona, Queens. Thanks for the opportunity to testify, and 
for all that you have done to resolve overcrowding.  
 
Overcrowding is one of the largest problems we face as parents in districts 24 and 
30 in Queens. We have kindergarten and first grade students travelling to Long 
Island City because they do not fit in our schools. And these students have to wait 
for a bus on a corner, in spite of the cold. Also, hundreds of students have studied in 
trailers for decades; many have to have lunch at 9:45am or at 1pm because it’s so 
overcrowded. The parents have to take them extra clothes when it’s cold or wet 
because students are always going in and out of the trailers and the main building 
for library or gym or lunch, and if it’s snowing children suffer because their feet are 
always wet. But no one says they are sorry. We have fought to resolve this problem, 
working with Councilmembers like CM Dromm and Ferreras, the Borough 
President, assemblymembers, senators, and organizations combined and we’ve 
achieved some victories like at PS 19 and 92 and the construction of some new 
schools.  
 
We know that much still has to happen to fix this problem. There have been 
conversations about new charters coming into the neighborhood, and I say no to 
that, because what we need is more seats in the schools we have. Where would we 
put a charter school? There is simply no space.  
 
I think it is important to look at the Capital Plan and also to be creative with our 
designs of schools. Can we build higher? Can we include schools in new housing 
construction? Are we using our space well?  
 
No more lunch at 9:45am or 1pm. 
No more therapy in the halls. 
No more lines to use the bathroom. 
No more waiting on the street for a bus.  
No more travelling for over an hour to study. 
Overcrowding has to end today. Thank you.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
Testimony to the Council Finance Committee 
Overcrowding 
May 19, 2015 
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit this testimony on the critical topic of 
overcrowding and school construction. 
 
As you know, overcrowding is a critical issue for NYC schools, with nearly 50,000 
seats needed to accommodate NYC children in the coming years. The current capital 
plan goes a long way toward addressing that issue by building 33,000 seats, but 
there are still 16,000 needed seats citywide that are not funded. This sets up NYC 
children for a sub-standard education.  
 
The borough of Queens, and in particular the immigrant communities of Elmhurst 
and Corona, have long been the site of the worst school overcrowding in New York 
City. This has resulted in children learning in unsafe trailers, hallways and other 
inappropriate spaces, eating lunch too early or too late to keep them nourished 
throughout the day, missing out on key enrichment activities like arts, music and 
sports, and many more sacrifices. The attached testimony from a Make the Road 
New York parent leader gives a sense of what children and families go through in 
these overcrowded schools, and how it affects their quality of education.  
 
Currently, the city’s capital plan acknowledges that there is a need for the 
construction of 8,470 additional seats in order to accommodate the children in 
Community School District 24, which is the most number of seats needed in any 
district citywide. We are pleased to see that the Department of Education and the 
School Construction Authority has committed to build 4,045 of these seats, which 
will help to relieve the overcrowding. However, that still leaves 4,425 needed seats 
that are not funded in the capital plan.  In Community School District 30, there is a 
need for 2,853 seats to be built, and 1,912 have been funded, still leaving 941 
students without a seat.  
 
Make the Road New York represents tens of thousands of families in Queens that 
have been harmed by the effects of overcrowding for decades. We are asking the 
administration to fund the need it has identified for seats, especially in the most 
overcrowded districts like District 24 that have suffered the most.   
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
  
 
  
 












