61 E. 4th Street, New York, N.Y. 10003
tel: (212) 228-8210; fax: (646) 602-2260
email: csc@coopersquare.org
website: www.coopersquare.otg

The Cooper Square Committee and the Ali Forney Center are co-developing the Bea Arthur Residence project at 222
East 13" Street in Manhattan. The building, which is currently a city-owned townhouse that has been vacant for two
decades, will provide transitional housing for 18 homeless LGBT youth, ages 18 — 24.

The Cooper Square Committee has sponsored the rencvation and development of over 580 low income housing units
in the East Village/Lower East Side since the early 1980s. More than 380 of these low income housing units are
managed by a Mutual Housing Association that we created in 1991. The Ali Forney Center has been in existence
since 2002, named after the young man who advocated for homeless LGBT youth, and who was murdered in 1997,
The AFC assists nearly 1,400 youth per year through 10 housing sites and a multi-purpose drop in center. They
provide a continuum of care for LGBT youth, many of them kicked out by their parents, to help them prepare for
independent living.

In Fiscal Year 2013, CSC and AFC were awarded $3 million in capital funds by the City Council, and $300,000 by the
Manhattan Borough President to fund this transitional housing project. We then assembled a development team,
including the architectural firm Magnusson Architecture and Planning and the legal services of the Lawyers Alliance
of New York, which helped us form the Bea Arthur Residence Housing Development Fund Corporation. The
architectural plans cali for enlarging the vacant 3 story, 4,900 sq. ft. building in the rear, adding over 1,100 sq. ft. so
that we can provide three 3-bedroom apartments of about 1,150 sq. fi. each. Each apartment will provide affordable
low income housing to 6 homeless LGBT youth. Each resident will pay a rent of $200 per month. The AFC will occupy
the basement space, and will provide case management services pursuant to a HUD contract, ensuring that each of
the residents completes their High Schoo! education, and obtains employment. 75% of AFC’s clients go on to college.

The building has been filed as a Building Code Use Group R-1 (Congregate Living). We have also made the building
ADA compliant by including a lift at the entrance into the basement space, and a limited use limited access elevator
or LULA from the basement to the first floor in order to make 1/3rd of the units fully accessible.

We have selected Builders R Us, a minority business enterprise, as the general contractor. They were the lowest
qualified bidder with a $2.503 million bid. When you add the 10% contingency requirement and soft costs, the total
development cost comes to $3,340,000. We have obtained a small $40,000 loan from a private source to cover the
funding gap. We will also be utilizing the services of the Weatherization Assistance Program, administered by the
Northern Manhattan Improvement Corporation, which will install the energy efficient windows and provide the
thermal insulation. They will ensure the building complies with Enterprise Green Communities criteria.

The project is expected to be completed in 12 months. We look forward to closing by the end of June. We thank the
City Council for your generous support for this pioneering project, which aims to address the crisis of hemelessness
among young adults, particularly in the LGBT community, which comprises up to 40% of all homeless youth.

Cooper Square Community Development Committee
“Here Today...Here to Stay!”
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A Plan for 222 East 13" Street:

The Cooper Square Committes, a housing preservation
organization, and the Ali Forney Center, an organization
that serves homeless LGBT vouth, have a plan to
renovate 22 East 13" Street in order to provide guality,
safe, transitional housing for homeless LGBT teenagers
angl young adults, {ages 18 — 24},

i
§;

There are an estimated 4,000 homeless teenagers in
NYC. According to a 2008 Census survey, up 1o 40%
{1,600 homeless teenagers) are LGBT. As LGBT youth
come out earlier, unfortunately some of them face
rejection by their parents and are forced out onte the
streets. These otherwise high functioning young people
are placed at risk.
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They need a safe environment, which this housing will
provide, so that they can prepare for adulthood.

This 4 story ¢ity-owned building has been vacant for
nearly 20 years. It is an eye-sore on an otherwise solid,
attractive block. Our organizations have raised $3.3
miilion in City funds, and have filed renovation plans
with the NYC Department of Buildings. The building,
which is about 4,900 sq. ft., will be enlarged in the rear
to create a 6,000 sq. ft. bullding.

it will contain basement programming space provided
by the Ali Forney Center, and three 3-bedroom
apartments, each of which will house 6 LGBT youths, for
a total of 18 residents.

The renovation of 222 East 13" Street will restore this
historic building, dating from 1851, and provide 18
young adults with a safe, secure home where they can
live free of stigima, and make plans for their future,
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THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK
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