








































































 
 
Sane Energy Project opposes the extraction, transport and export of shale gas 
and supports a renewable energy future for new york city 

City Council Hearing 

April 29, 2015 

Regarding: Int. No. 578 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York,  

in relation to limiting nighttime illumination for certain buildings. 
 
 
 
Chair Richards, Council Members, thank you for the opportunity to offer comment today.  
 
Sane Energy Project wholeheartedly supports bill 578, the “Lights Out” bill.  
We applaud the Council's efforts to eliminate wasteful energy use as well as light pollution, as this will result 
in lowering both our carbon footprint as well as bird strikes, and could even result in New Yorkers getting a 
better night's sleep.  
 
The building types the law applies to are:  
• (Group B) Businesses such as banks, insurance agencies, government buildings, police and fire stations, and 
doctor's offices; and 
• (Group M) Mercantile, such as grocery stores, department stores, and gas stations. 
 
 
Energy savings: 
 
Elsewhere in the developed world, even in cities, less nighttime illumination is standard. The use of efficient 
lamping such as LEDS and fluorescents, as well as motion detectors, inside and outside buildings, is 
ubiquitous. New York must move in this direction, however, we must balance the need for safety and security, 
as well as the benefit of tourist dollars, with the need for energy savings. Americans will need some time to 
adjust to new levels of nighttime lighting, and New Yorkers who lived through the crime-ridden ’70s and ’80s 
may understandably need reassurance of their safety.  
 
The Council has therefore included some common sense exceptions to the rule, for instance accounting for 
24-hour groceries and gas stations, and to maintain the tradition of holiday window displays.  
We will comment on three of the exemptions: 
 
Section 2:  
Landmarked buildings may be exempted by applying to LPC for a waiver. 
 
As architecture geeks, we wholeheartedly support this exemption, however, even iconic landmark 
buildings could be shut off after midnight. Some of us are old enough to remember when midnight was gaged 
by the Empire State Building going dark, keeping only the top of its radio tower lit. Saturday Night Live's 
original opening sequence even celebrated that shut off time. We can revive that tradition.  
 
We urge the Council to consider this addition to the rule before the Freedom Tower opens. The Top of the 
Rock observatory already closes at midnight. The Empire State building observatory remains open until 
2am. However, if the city's landmarks were to go dark at midnight, the observatory would necessarily follow 
suit. A creative solution could be worked out with the Empire State Building, to be phased out over time, 
such as a credit to make up for any lost revenues between the hours of midnight and 2am. 
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Section 3:  
Building owners may apply for an exemption for security lighting, to be coordinated with police.  
 
We agree that security must be a top concern. We hope that businesses that are exempted will be directed to 
use motion detector lighting, and that constant or overly-bright flood lighting will be prohibited.  
 
We also suggest that this prohibition be extended to stadiums and sports facilities, which often use extremely 
bright and tall floodlights. The Columbia track and football fields at 218th Street in Manhattan are one such 
literally glaring example: their flood lights remain on full blast, many late nights, while the fields are often used 
by only one or two maintenance workers.  
 
Section 4:  
While people remain inside, interior and exteriors may remain illuminated.  
 
Smart security measures for office workers and business owners who work late are a must, however, 
especially in large office buildings with security personnel, the use of graphic eye systems, sunset-sensing 
lighting, motion detectors etc., can automatically respond to changing seasonal daylight, and greatly reduce 
energy waste. Only floors where people are working should be allowed to remain lighted, all others should go 
dark. Most forward-thinking businesses have already implemented such measures as a cost savings to 
themselves; these systems should be mandated for larger businesses who can afford them.  
 
 
Bird Strikes: 
 
In August of 2012, NPR reported: 
“Modern architecture loves glass. But biologists say, as more glass buildings go up, more birds are dying.” 
That's a problem, because birds are seed dispersers; and they eat tons of insects. So every bird that's killed is 
an ecological benefit lost. 
 
The American Bird Conservancy publishes an excellent guide to bird-friendly building design, and they note:  
Collision with glass is the single biggest known killer of birds in the United States, claiming hundreds of 
millions or more lives each year. The problem of bird collisions with glass is greatly exacerbated by artificial 
light. Light escaping from building interiors or windows that are made reflective by exterior light can 
attract birds, particularly during migration, or on foggy nights, or when the cloud base is low. Strong beams of 
light can cause birds to circle in confusion and collide with structures, each other, or even the ground. Others 
may simply land in lighted areas and must then navigate an urban environment rife with other dangers, 
including more glass. Glass curtain walls with tree-filled atriums inside are the most dangerous. 
 
In Conclusion: 
While preventing bird strikes is important, and this bill will help that, the real threat to birds, and species of all 
kinds, including humans, is climate change. Reducing wasted energy that causes global warming is the real 
benefit of the "Lights Out" bill. Thank you for sponsoring this bill. We strongly urge ALL members of the 
Council to vote yes and pass it unanimously.  
 

Thank you. 
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