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Introduction


On April 29, 2015, the Committee on Higher Education, chaired by Council Member Inez Barron, and the Committee on Technology, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a joint hearing titled, “Oversight: Diversity at CUNY TV.”  Witnesses invited to testify include representatives from the Mayor’s Office of Media and Entertainment, the City University of New York (CUNY), and other interested parties. 
Background
Established in 1985, CUNY TV is an independent television station and the recipient of 11 New York Emmy Awards, and other prestigious industry honors including the Telly Award and Communicator Awards.
 According to its website, CUNY TV is the largest university television station in the country.
 CUNY TV was able to expand its reach to viewers from nearly 1.7 million cable households in New York City to 7.3 million broadcast households in the New York metropolitan area due to the merging of technical operations with NYC Media, which is the official TV and radio network, and media production entity of New York City,
 and is overseen by the Mayor’s Office of Media & Entertainment.
 CUNY TV’s expanded reach includes an enhanced commitment to community broadcasting, while maintaining a consistent link to its roots in lifelong learning.
 CUNY TV is also available on podcasts, iTunes and You Tube.
 More than a thousand hours of CUNY TV’s original programming also are archived online for national and international access at www.cuny.tv.
 
CUNY TV Programming
CUNY TV provides a broad range of program areas to New Yorkers including Public Affairs, Arts, Film, Global TV, Education, Science and Business.
 Some of CUNY TV’s diverse programs include the following:
· African American Legends is a program, hosted by Dr. Roscoe C. Brown, Jr., Director of the Center for Urban Education Policy at the CUNY Graduate Center, and a former President of Bronx Community College. In each episode, Dr. Brown profiles prominent African Americans in the arts, in politics, the social sciences, sports, community service and business.
 Regular air times for African American Legends are Tuesday at 11:30 PM and Saturday at 6:00 PM.
 The program does not appear to be currently in production as recent and upcoming episodes listed are re-airings and the digital archive for online viewing are from 1996 through 2013.

· Black Writers in America is CUNY TV’s acclaimed series which premiered in 2003.
 Black Writers in America grew out of the Fifth National Black Writers Conference (NBWC) at Medgar Evers College of the City University of New York, where all of the previous conferences, beginning in 1986, have been held.
 In the series, the writers respond to questions from Jerry Carlson, a CUNY Professor and host of CUNY TV’s popular City Cinematheque series,
 which is co-produced with the Department of Media and Communication Arts at City College.
 The CUNY TV website does not list regular air times for Black Writers in America and there is no information about whether or not the show is currently in production. Furthermore, there are no digitally archived episodes available for online viewing.

· Bob Herbert’s Op-Ed.TV is a weekly half-hour program featuring interviews with significant men and women from a variety of fields: officeholders and activists, economists, labor leaders, writers and artists.
 Bob Herbert, a longtime journalist and former columnist for The New York Times, takes a close look each week at a compelling contemporary issue.
 Regular air times for Bob Hebert’s Op-Ed.TV are Monday 9:30 AM, 3:30 PM and 9:30 PM; Wednesday at 2:30 AM and Saturday at 9:30 AM. Upcoming episodes are listed.
 Current episodes are available online and going back to June 2014.

· BrianLehrer.TV features the Peabody Award-winning host of WNYC Radio’s Brian Lehrer Show. Brian Lehrer hosts an hour-long weekly television show on a wide variety of topics, including the digital age and how it’s transforming our world, New York City politics, and grassroots environmental efforts.
 Regular air times for BrianLehrer.TV are Wednesday at 7:00 AM, 1:00 PM and 7:30 PM; Thursday at 2:00 AM; Saturday at 10:00 AM and Sunday at 11:00 PM. Upcoming episodes are listed.
 Current episodes are available online and going back to May 2005.

· Dealing with Diversity introduces viewers to people from many diverse populations in an effort to help students understand the different constraints and motivations of people from backgrounds different from their own.
 Regular air times for Dealing with Diversity are Wednesday at 6:00 AM and Saturday at 7:00 AM although there are no upcoming episodes on the schedule. There is no information about whether or not the show is currently in production. Furthermore there are no archived episodes available for online viewing.

· Italics is a monthly presentation that features prominent Italian-Americans in the arts, business, government, sports, academia, and more.
 Each episode explores various aspects of the diaspora, Italian American history and traditions, and contemporary Italian American life.
  Italics, now in its third decade, is co-produced with the John D. Calandra Italian American Institute at Queens College, and is hosted by Anthony Julian Tamburri, Dean of the John D. Calandra Italian American Institute and Professor of Italian & Italian/American Studies, and correspondent Lucia Grillo.
 Regular air times for Italics are Wednesday at 10:00 AM, 3:00 PM and 11:00 PM; Saturday at 8:00 PM and Sunday at 10:00 AM. Upcoming episodes are listed.
 Current episodes are available online and going back to May 2000.

· Nueva York is an Emmy award winning series about Latino culture in New York.
 The 30-minute show explores the rich textures of Latino society in the City, focusing on politics, art, culture, and the traditions of Spanish-speaking populations across the metropolitan area.
 Regular air times for Nueva York are Thursday at 10:00 AM, 4:00 PM and 10:00 PM and Saturday at 2:30 PM. Upcoming episodes are listed.
 Current episodes are available online and going back to May 2005.

Issues and Concerns

Although CUNY TV offers an array of programs, some individuals have raised concerns about the lack of diversity among staff, including management, pay disparities, and the decision-making process regarding program content. Additionally, a number of the aforementioned programs do not appear to be currently in production, without notice or explanation. Furthermore, some of those programs lack any digital archival for online viewing. The Committees look forward to hearing testimony regarding such issues.
Conclusion

At today’s hearing the committees seek to learn about the mission of CUNY TV, its policy regarding production, programming and content, online archiving, employment practices regarding hiring, promotions, salaries, and particularly, diversity within management, how CUNY TV is using technology and social media to expand its broadcast reach and capabilities, and what role students have, if any, in developing and producing programs.
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