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INTRODUCTION

On September 18, 2014, the Committee on Youth Services, chaired by Council Member Mathieu Eugene, will hold a hearing entitled, “Oversight: After School Programs.”  Those invited to testify include representatives from the Department of Youth and Community Development (DYCD), advocates and service providers.

BACKGROUND
In New York City, the Department of Youth and Community Development (DYCD) is responsible for overseeing a variety of youth programming. Over the past two decades, the City of New York has significantly expanded its funding of after-school services to support young people and working families.  

Compass 
In 2005, DYCD launched the Out-of-School Time (OST) initiative to provide young people throughout New York City with access to high-quality programming after school, on holidays, and during the summer at no cost to their families.
 The programs offered a balanced mix of academic support, sports, recreational activities, and cultural experiences for elementary, middle school, and high school youth.
 In 2014, the OST program was renamed “The Comprehensive After School System” (COMPASS) and significantly expanded by doubling the services levels and increasing the hours of operation.
 
Beacons

Beacon programs support 80 community centers located in public schools.
  These centers operate in the afternoons and evenings, on weekends, during school holidays and vacation periods, and during the summer.
  Beacons provide a range of activities for young people including tutoring, college prep, cultural activities, and organized sports.
  Services for adults and families include General Education Diploma (GED) training, English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) programs, parenting skills workshops, and tenant education and advocacy.
 
Cornerstone
The Cornerstone Programs provide activities year-round for adults and young people at New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA) Community Centers.
  In January of 2014, DYCD added 45 Cornerstone Programs, bringing the total number of such programs to 70. Youth in the Cornerstone Programs have access to a number of learning opportunities, including math clubs, photography, chess, and martial arts.
  Adult programming may include GED training, ESOL, workforce development, and computer training.

In-School Youth
The In-School Youth (ISY) program provides year-round services to high school juniors and seniors through community-based organizations.
 In order to qualify for the ISY Program youth have to be junior or seniors, need basic skills enhancement, and meet the income requirements.
 ISY Program services include objective needs assessments, individualized service strategies, guidance and counseling services, career planning, college preparation and out-of-city college trips, project-based leadership activities and recreational activities.
 In addition to the service received through the ISY Program, all participants are guaranteed a paid work experience over the summer.
 
Neighborhood Development Area

The Neighborhood Development Area (NDA) Program provides services and support for middle and high school students.
 All programs are required to offer homework help and tutoring and may offer other opportunities such as sports, art, or cultural activities.
 
Teen Action 

The Teen ACTION program provides young people in grades 7 through 10 an opportunity to engage in service learning.
 As part of the program, participants meet with instructors after school to design, develop and implement a service learning project that meets a need in their community.
 The goals of the Teen ACTION program are to cultivate an ethic of service, develop life and critical thinking skills, reduce risky behaviors, encourage use of health and mental health services, and increase commitment to academic achievement.
 As part of the program, participants meet with instructors after school to design, develop and implement a service learning project that meets a need in their community.
 
CONCLUSION 
Today the Committee seeks to gain a more complete understanding of the different types of after school programs and how they provide services to different populations. The Committee also hopes to examine the expansion of the Compass and Cornerstone programs and learn about any other planned expansions.  
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