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COW TTEE ON Hl GHER EDUCATI ON 3

[ gavel ]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Good nor ni ng. Good
nor ni ng.

[ background coment s]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: | want to wel conme
everyone to today’ s hearing on nmerit and need based
schol arships at the Gty University of New York. |
am |l nez Barron Chair of the Commttee on Hi gher
Education. Wtnesses invited to testify on today’s
topic include representatives from CUNY, student
| eaders fromall 24 CUNY canmpuses, former Counci
Speaker Peter Vallone Senior, former Higher
Education Commttee Chair Charles Barron, and other
interested parties. Before we begin | want to
stress for everyone here that | cane to the counci
commtted to fighting for the restoration of free
tuition for all graduates of New York Gty public
School s who had a B or average or better. This idea
seens to have gone out of fashion but it is an idea
that nade it possible for the best and the
brightest children of inmm grants, working class,
and |l ower mddle class to attend CUNY and nmake it a
world class institution. I’ve said before | nyself

was fortunate enough to have attended Hunter
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COW TTEE ON Hl GHER EDUCATI ON 4
Col | ege because it was tuition free. And | believe
it is the responsibility of successive generations
to make it available for the generations that cone
after us. | also believe it is central to the
m ssi on of the university Though nearly 60 percent
of CUNY students have their tuition covered by need
based PELL grants and state TAP assi stance these
days there appears to be very little relief for the
menbers of the | ower mddle class who do not
qgqualify for such assistance and who | ack the
savings to pay for tuition out of pocket. Even
though CUNY tuition is significantly | ower than
tuition at private institutions over 40,000 CUNY
students rely on over 275 mllion dollars in
federal student |oans for an average | oan anpunt
per year of over 6,600 dollars or in excess of
26, 000 dol l ars over four years. That’'s roughly 87
percent of the average anount barrowed by graduates
of private four year institutions. Wile sone
peopl e may believe that student |oan debt isn't
harnful or that 26,000 dollars in debt accrued at a
public institution is substantially better in the
I ong run than 29,000 dollars accrued while

attending a private university I do not. 26,000
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COW TTEE ON Hl GHER EDUCATI ON 5
dol l ars of debt that can never be discharged to
bankruptcy borrowed by soneone who nay never have
wor ked, who has no assets, and who m ght have to
borrow even nore noney to obtain a graduate degree
in order to get a job in his or her desired field
to earn stagnant wages that don’t keep pace with
inflation is an enornous burden. An editorial in
yesterday’s New York Tinmes noted; according to
federal statistics about seven mllion of the
nation’s 40 mllion student |oan borrowers are in
default. The people in this |arge and grow ng
pariah class have difficulty getting jobs or credit
or renting apartnments. But borrowers who even
narrow y earn enough to make | oan paynents are not
much better off. They have to put off car purchases
and bunk with their parents because they can't
afford rents and they can’t even begin to think
about saving for retirement. The inposition of that
burden on students is antithetical to why Gty
Uni versity of New York was created. The first CUNY
school founded in 1847 was called the free acadeny
and provided a free coll ege education for all. CUNY
continued to offer free tuition to students at

senior colleges as recently as 1976. The financia
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COW TTEE ON Hl GHER EDUCATI ON 6
crisis of the 1970s forced the university to agree
to charge tuition. The fact that the city stopped
subsidi zing the tuition of public school graduates
during the financial crisis of the 70s seens to
have created a fal se sense anong sone people that a
city that provides free college education is a city
that isn't financially responsible even though the
sanme peopl e acknow edge that the benefits of a
col | ege educat ed popul ous is indisputable. W know
col | ege graduates earn twi ce as nuch as non-col |l ege
graduates. W know that society benefits fromthe
i ncreased tax revenues these higher earners
provide. And the fact that they typically don't
have to rely on public assistance. W al so know
that a coll ege educated citizen has been shown to
be nore heal th conscious, nore engaged in comunity
affairs, and to have a lower rate of incarceration
t han noncol | ege prepared, the noncol | ege educat ed
popul ations. G ven what we know about the benefits
of a college degree and the dangers of student debt
it seens fiscally irresponsible for the city not to
provide free tuition. So part of why we’'re having
this hearing is to change the conversati on about

tuition and debt. In the late 1990s former City
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COW TTEE ON H GHER EDUCATI ON 7
Counci| Speaker Peter Vallone Senior took the steps
towards restoring free tuition by establishing a
hugel y successful schol arship that covered 50
percent of the tuition of students graduating from
New York City public schools with a B average or
better. Over time that schol arship was di m ni shed
until it was elimnated in fiscal year 2011. Last
year during his canpaign for mayor then Public
Advocate de Blasio said quote the Peter F. Vallone
Schol arshi p, Academ ¢ Schol arshi p Program of fered
t housands of young peopl e across New York a
trenmendous opportunity for a great education
Enmpoweri ng the sons and daughters of i nm grant
famlies with the skills and know edge to succeed
isnt just the right thing to do. It’s critical to
New York City’'s future. The fact that these
resources were cut is sinply wong. W nust do
right by New York City’ s young people and restore
this funding. Unquote. W have an opportunity to
begin that process now. As we neet here today the
City Council is considering possible initiatives to
include in fiscal year 2015 budget. One of those
initiatives submtted by a Council Menber Pau

Val | one woul d all ocate five mllion dollars to a
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COW TTEE ON Hl GHER EDUCATI ON 8
new nerit schol arship at CUNY nodel ed on the one
establ i shed by Speaker Vallone. Due to increases in
tuition over the years the initiative will only
cover 10 to 20 percent of the tuition for
qgual i fying students unless we can obtain nore
funding fromthe mayor. However it would be the
first step on the path to restoring free tuition at
city university of New York, a path I’'mcomitted
to pursuing through this budget and every budget
while I’mhere and a path on which I invite ny
col | eagues, students, faculty and adm nistrations,
and all New Yorkers to join nme. | want to
acknow edge ny col | eague who has joi ned us; Counci
Menber Paul Vallone. And | also want to thank ny
Conmittee Council Jeff Capana [sp?], ny Policy
Anal yst Tonya Cyrus, as well as ny Legislative
Director Indigo Washington [sp?] for the help in
organi zing this hearing. I wll now recognize
Counci | Menber Vallone who will make a statenent.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLON: Good norni ng and
t hank you Madam Chair. A few el oquent words and
| ooki ng radi ant again today in orange. It is an
honor to stay here today and, and bring the words

of those that were brought before ne by the man
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COW TTEE ON Hl GHER EDUCATI ON 9
that’s here today. So as a council nenber, as a
father of children in our school system and as a
son of the man who started this | wanted to speak
And | thank ny fell ow Council Menbers for allow ng
me the ability to cone today and also listen to why
this was such a wonderful wonderful programfor
over a decade. As Council Menber Barron stated this
is the week that all of the council nenbers
submtted initiatives. And | was overwhel ned by the
support when we brought this idea back for the
Val | one Schol arship or for the New York Gty
Counci | Academ c Schol arship that the Counci
Menbers all cane and said its tinme has cone to
bring it back. And with the | eadership of Counci
Menber Barron and our Chair we are very close. So
today’'s hearing is instrunmental into continuing
that rallying cry and, and making us heard. And I
have to tell you I’ve received thousands of emails
and phone calls and these ones |’ m happy about.
Sonetines they're a little bit much. To, this is
one that you can send as many tines fromall of the
students of the city who either receive the
schol arship or is hoping to get the schol arship or

realized an inpact it had on soneone in their
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COW TTEE ON Hl GHER EDUCATI ON 10
fam ly that enabled themto do sonmething with the
addi tional funding. This, this award over the | ast
13 years varied fromtwo mllion per year to al nost
13 million in its heyday. This ask is about five
mllion. O course as Council Menber Barron said we
woul d love to put full tuition and hopefully one
day that will cone but realistically this is a
wonderful first step to getting to that goal, to
realizing the tens of thousands of students and
every aspect of the city will be inpacted by this.
And there’s not many initiatives that that woul d
happen. So as | sunmarize ny first six nonths here
in council | said this is a council that is united
to fight for the groups that need to be fought for
| f anything can say about this new council that has
got together it has taken on many new fights. And
this group is one that clearly is our children, our
future, our students. And there is so many
di fferent organizations that wote wonderful things
inthis, one that cane to ne today and I, | thought
it was a good sunmary was from NYPIRG and it said
the perfect storm of budget cuts, rising costs,

i nadequat e financial aid, and the surge in

enrol | ment have hei ghtened the demand for greater
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COW TTEE ON Hl GHER EDUCATI ON 11
New York City investnent in prograns that work such
as the Peter F. Vallone Academnm c Schol arshi p which
hel ps to make col | ege nore accessi bl e and
affordable and a realistic dream In addition
undocunented youth are currently ineligible for any
federal state and financial aid that would
encour age access to college. The Vall one
schol arshi p was one of the few and only prograns
that were avail able to undocunented New Yorkers who
wanted to attend CUNY. In effect it was New York
Cty’'s own dreamact. And so as the state failed us
we can save us. And we can do what needs to be done
and not have to be dependent on Al bany or those in
congress and say as the greatest city in the wrld
we can bring this back. So thank you very nmuch for
allowing nme to have ny comments today Madam Chair.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you Counci
Menber Vallone. | want to acknowl edge we’ ve been
joined by Council Menber Vanessa G bson. And at
this tine we're going to call the first panel. And
since we have so many people who have joined us to
testify we’'re going to put people on the clock
because we do have a tinme to be out. And at ny

first hearing we were so engaged and so nuch to say
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COW TTEE ON Hl GHER EDUCATI ON 12
that nmany people didn’t get an opportunity to say
anything. So we want to nake sure that everyone has
an opportunity to present. So |’'mgoing to call the
first panel and that will be Council, former
Counci | Menber Charles Barron and fornmer Speaker
Peter Vallone. I'"mgoing to ask if they would cone
and if they would be sworn in at this tinme. Thank
you. Thank you. If you’d both raise your right hand
|’d appreciate it. Do you swear or affirmto tel
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth in the testinony you provide today and to
answer all questions posed by the Commttee
honest | y? Thank you, you may begin.

PETER VALLONE: Been a long tinme since |
used it I'’msorry...Thank you Madam Chair and thank
you council menbers for witnessing. And |’ m pl eased
to be a guest with Charles Barron who was a fornmner
chair of Higher Education Committee. |’mjust going
to | eave out nost of ny prepared statenent which |
gave to you. | just want to read the part that |
think it’s inportant in the record to give the
hi storical background of, of the schol arship and of
the council itself. W have to put this back in

historic act of the council man...Wen | was first
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COW TTEE ON Hl GHER EDUCATI ON 13
elected in 1974 | introduced a resolution to
abol i sh the then ruling body of the city called the
Board of Estimate as violating the separation of
powers and the principals of one man one vote. The
councilors was powerless to nove even one penny of
t he budget wi thout the perm ssion of the Board of
Estimate of which the Mayor was Chairman. 17...1 ater
in 1999 the Suprenme Court of the United States in a
case called Mrris against the Board of Estinate
while | was the then Vice Chairman finally agreed,
declared it unconstitutional, and set the stage for
the Council to be a truly independent branch of
governnent separate but equal to the office of
mayor. Despite ny recommendation to the Charter
Conmi ssion and maj or | egislative power held back
fromthe council was the ability to increase the
budget set by the mayor. This set the stage for the
negoti ati ons that nust take place between the nmayor
and the council every year with the help of the
| ndependent Budget Ofice 1BOto verify increased
revenues. If the office of the Mayor refuses to
negoti ate for any reason the Council then does have
the power to change the budget fromw thin as

i ndeed we did in 1967 when a then mayor wal ked out
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COW TTEE ON Hl GHER EDUCATI ON 14
of budget negation, negotiations. For the very
first time the council adopted its own budget,
renove mllion set aside by the mayor to nove
Yankee Stadiumfromthe Bronx to Manhattan and nove
that noney to build a new high school in every
borough and as well as starting this nonentous
schol arshi p program The mayor sued and we settl ed.
Yankee Stadi um stayed in the Bronx. The school s
were built and the schol arshi p was establ i shed.
Very inportant to understand that this is a counci
initiative not a mayor initiative. It wasn’'t until
ny | ast year of service at the very | ast session of
the termlimted council in 2001 that the then
Chai rman of Hi gher Educati on Hel en Marshal
i ntroduced a resol ution changi ng the nane of the
schol arshi p which was properly called New York City
Counci| Academ c Schol arship to ny nane which
objected to. However they, over ny objection they
unani nously passed it. And while | was and am
deeply honored | said then and repeat now it is not
the name but the students that are a need that we
want to help who are nost inportant. | enphasize
council initiatives because the scholarship is only

one of the many such | andmark prograns initiated by
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COW TTEE ON H GHER EDUCATI ON 15
the new y i ndependent council such as Safe City
Safe Streets, Canpai gn Finance, |ndoor C ean Act,
it goes on and on. O course we seek the
cooperation of the mayor but not just as another
agency of the mayor but as a truly equal partner.
That’s why we were elected in the first place to
represent the people and sinply to do the right
thing. Approximately 15 thousand students took
advant age of this scholarship every year. 11
mllion dollar set aside in 1998 with the tuition
then at 3,200 dollars anpbunted to about half of
this tuition. Wiat a wonderful ...But today with
tuition at 6,030 dollars would anobunt to as you
said Madam Chair to less than half. But it’'s stil
a significant initiative and a good incentive for
every kid in high school to know | can stay in Hi gh
School. There are people that care about ne. | can
go to a great one of 17 colleges. | don’'t have to
be nunber one in class and I don’t have to be the
poorest kid in class. | could be part of what’s
call ed the vani shing m ddle class. Thousands upon
t housands upon thousands of kids who have no pl ace
el se to go because they don’t fit in the means

category. That’'s what nakes this scholarship so
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COW TTEE ON Hl GHER EDUCATI ON 16
speci al because it’s open to everyone; poor,
m ddl e, and everyone else. And | think that’s a
trenmendous, trenendous incentive. Wat better
incentive to keep a kid in high school to know t hat
sonmeone cares and | could go to a great school. One
of the greatest in the country, equal to nmany of
our so called Ivy schools. That's why it’s so
important that this council on its own do whatever
it thinks is necessary to nake every kid in this
city know that we care and that you are entitled to
an education. If ny way it would be free for
everyone. Thank you very nmuch Madam Chair.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you M.

Speaker .

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: So what we ask here
in the council chanbers is, well in the counci

hearings is that we do the appl ause through the
hand sign. It’s okay but | have to say that because
| m ght applaud again nyself after the next
speaker ...

[l aughter]
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CHAI RPERSON BARRON: And t he next
speaker that we’'re going to hear fromis Counci
Menber, former Council Menber Charles Barron.

CHARLES BARRON: Thank you very much
Madam Chair and | nust say that you...all due
honesty express that | have to express that you
just look royally el egant.

[l aught er]

CHARLES BARRON: And it’s only matched
by your articul ate el oquence and...are you married?

[l aught er]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Happi |l y.

CHARLES BARRON: Happily. That’s ny wife
for the record. So that, for the record that’s ny
wi fe. You know | never thought |’d be on the sane
page of a Vallone as nmuch as | battled his son al
the years | was in the council ..

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Not this one.

CHARLES BARRON: Not that one. The ot her
son. But |’m honored to be here today to tal k about
the schol arships. As chair of the H gher Ed. for
ei ght years and | renenber when | first canme in the
schol arships were at 4.3 mllion and there was

about 1,500 dollars for each student. And even as
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COW TTEE ON H GHER EDUCATI ON 18
t he anobunt of noney went up sonetines the
al | ocation per student went down. So we was trying
to keep or match the amount of noney with the
amount of students that were in need. Now there’'s
al wvays a debate between nerit and needs based
schol arships. | don’t think we need to have that
ki nd of debate. We need both. This is one of the
richest cities in the world and there is enough
noney for nerit schol arships and an increase and
needs based schol arship. Not just with TAP but with
ot her kinds of sources where students could truly
benefit. W did get the scholarship up to a high of
12.3 mllion in 2008. And | mght add at the risk
of soundi ng whatever after | was renoved from chair
unjustifiably the schol arship went down. Now
don’t believe in coincidence, it went down, and
down to the point where they zeroed it out and we
didn’t have anything. So | cane here today to say
that we need to keep the doors of CUNY open. And
just for those who don’t understand who actually
gets these schol arshi ps about 50, over 55 percent
are to black and Latino students, another 20 sone
odd percent would be to Asian students, about 70

percent of themgo to students of color. And | know
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people don’t like to deal with race but race
matters in everything we do. It perneates raci sm
every institution in Anerican and in this city. So
we want to keep those doors open for those students
that in greatest need and so if you have a, a
student that has a C average because | think needs
based and doesn’t have that B average. There's a
| ot of students that have a C average and may not
make enough or nake too nmuch noney, their famlies
to get TAP. So they're stuck with a C average,
can’t get the Vallone Schol arship, can’t get TAP
and they’'re stuck. So we got to keep | ooking at
needs based and expand the concept of needs. And
then often tinmes we’'re always tal king about m ddl e
class, mddle class, mddle class |like that's the
only class in the world. There’s others who are in
wor ki ng poor nei ghborhood and they are in classes
that don’'t reach. You know when you make 50, 60, 70
t housand dollars a year if you think you re mddle
cl ass you got anot her thought com ng. You re just
as broke as a | ot of people. Because 50, 60
t housand dollars after they take out tax and you
have to pay all the stuff that you have to pay it’s

not a lot of noney. So we’re | ooking at nobst CUNY
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students whose famlies are at 30 thousand and
bel ow then we’'re | ooking at a very very tight tinme.
So | want to recommend highly, highly to the city
council it is time for the council nenbers to
assert the power that you have. The speaker has one
vote for the budget and the nmayor has no votes for
the budget. The budget is passed by the city
council menbers. This is a 74 billion dollar
budget. It is a disgrace that we’'re tal ki ng about
five mllion dollars. W should at |east be tal king
about anywhere from 15 to 20 mllion dollars for
these schol arships. That is not a ot of noney in a
74 billion dollar budget. That’s not a | ot of noney
in acity that hel ps the Steinbrenner build Yankee
St adi um hel ps Ratner [sp?] build Parksley [sp?]

St adi um and then you don’t want to help build the
m nd and the future of our students. It is a
disgrace if we don’t get the kind of nobney that we
deserve out of your taxpaying dollars. Five mllion
is much too low. This should at |least go into 15
and 20 mllion dollars and you shoul d not vote for
a budget that doesn’'t fully restore this

schol arship for our students. Thank you very rnuch

Madam Chai r.
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[scattered appl ause]

CHARLES BARRON: If you all clap they
can't throw all of you out. Cap, go ahead.

[l aught er]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you both for
your presentation. |I'’mespecially pleased that
you' re both referencing the tine and the
responsibility of the council, that you ve laid out
the history which | had forgotten was the onset of
the council being able to in fact |ook at the
budget and say no this doesn’t appear right and we
want to change that. That’'s critical. And it’s
al ways been ny position that the people elect us to
the positions to represent them not to rub a
stanp, or to be silent on those positions that are
not in their best interest and that we’ ve got to
continue to do that. So I want to commend you and
t hank you both for bringing that to attention and
maki ng that a highlight here because we only hear
our four nmenbers of the council. But it’s our
responsibility and our authority to say what it is
that we want to see in the budget. And we are the
ones that vote on the budget. So we can nmake sure

that it'’s a reflection of what’s in the best
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interest of those citizens and the residents that
are here in the city. I’'mgoing to call on ny
col | eagues for question...| want to acknow edge
we’' ve been joined by Council Menber Rodriguez and
l"mgoing to limt nmy questions and nove to ny
col |l eagues. I'’mgoing to start with Council Menber
G bson. And we’'re going to be on the clock three
m nutes for both questions and answers.

COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON: Absol utely. |1
got you. Thank you so nuch Madam Chai rwoman and
good norning to each and every one of you. And
t hank you so nmuch fornmer Council Menber and forner
Speaker. | don’t have a question but sinply just a
statenment. As a newy el ected council nenber
sonmeone who served as an Assenbly Menber | know al |
too well the contributions that public institutions
t hat hi gher education make. I'ma twofer. | went to
SUNY and CUNY so | know the value. And certainly as
someone who | ooks at our young people in an
uplifting way I |look at them as success stories and
not statistics | applaud the work that you have
done to make a difference in the lives of so many
students. | was one of the chanpions in Al bany to

try to get the dream act passed in New York State
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because | recognized that in nmy district, and |
represent the Bronx, | represent Yankee Stadi umtoo
Counci | Menber.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON: But that’s okay.
But | recogni ze that so many undocunented students
don’t have access to financial aid and that’s why
we tried to get the Dream Act passed because we
recogni ze that this is not about you know barri os.
This is not about limtations but about opening
doors of opportunity and that’s what the dream act
woul d do. So as ny col |l eague Council Menber Vall one
has said this is our opportunity to make a reality
and satisfy the dreans of so many students that
want to go to college and be the | eaders that we
know they can be. So | amso delighted at all the
wor k that you have done over the years in being
| eaders and soldiers in this effort. And certainly
| know that mny colleagues and I will continue to be
strong advocates in restoring this to the full est
capacity that we can because at the end of the day
if we can | ook students in the face and say that
we’' ve done this for you and your brothers and

sisters then we have nmade a difference and opened
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t hose doors, that we’'ll continue to open doors of
opportunity. So | applaud you work, thank you for
all that you have done and | certainly will look to
be strong advocate and nmake sure that we get this
noney in the budget because as you said it’s the
right thing to do. So thank you so nuch and thank
you Madam Chai r wonan.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Your wel cone. Thank
you. W' re going to nove onto Council Menber
Val | one.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: | think it’s
fam |y day...[ crosstal k]

[l aught er]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Al ri ght ...
[ crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: This is good.
I, I just have a sinple question. Is, is famly
di nner Sunday still at 3:00? Because that is,
that’s, are we have pasta again on Sunday? And, and
t hank you both and Council Menber Barron. Both of
your reputations have hel ped this council to forge
the relationshi ps that we have today. And | think
that that’'s paranmount to get to this point, that

the battles that were fought in, in, in the decades
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past and the council menbers before us led us to
have the unity that we have today as a, as a group,
as a council body to take on whoever’s on the other
si de. Because when you’'re united you can do
anything. And so | thank both of you for that. And
I, I just had one quick question for either. This,
this scholarship inits inception was always nerit
based correct? And over the years the students that
received the schol arship was a B average. R ght,
and all they had to naintain that average goi ng
forward. And com ng out of high school they had to
have a certain GPA to apply and they had to
mai ntain the B average. So we set the chall enge.
The students no matter where they cane from no
matter what the econom ¢ background that was the
platform And it’ll always remain that way correct?

PETER VALLONE: It was neant as an
incentive. It's neant for every kid that gets into
hi gh school to try and be as good as he or she can
be and work thenselves up to a B average. | just
want to point out that affects every council nenber
but also affects every citizen of the city. Very
recently | had the, a heart scare ad | was taken to

Mount Sinai Hospital. The young doctor cane over to




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON H GHER EDUCATI ON 26
me and says | know you don’t know nme but | said I
know you, you were a council nenber, and there's a
schol arship. He says | would not have been able to
go to college if |I didn't have that half tuition
back in 1986 or 87. He said, and he was the head of
the cardiology unit in Munt Sinai Hospital at that
particular unit. So needless to say if that ever
happens to you you’'ll be very happy to see sonebody
that |likes you for any reason once so ever. And
was so delighted because I didn't know him he
didn’t know ne, but he renmenbered the schol arship,
and that helped himgo to school. And it’s, doesn’t
make any difference of race, doesn’'t make any
different religion, doesn’'t make any...just be a
human bei ng who tries his or her best.

CHARLES BARRON: You know I know we
putting a | ot of enphasis on nmerit but race does
matter. And nost of, those of us who are bl ack
Lati no, or make up the larger so called | ower class
or poor class of people. So race does matter and
while we speak of nerit and | don’t want us to
forget needs based. Needs based shoul d al ways be
part of the discussion. And | think you have a AAA

academ c achi evenent schol arship that that shoul d




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON Hl GHER EDUCATI ON 27
be considered, a raise in TAP award shoul d be
consi dered, the PELL noney, should get nore of
that. So we shouldn’t have separate discussions
even if you're talking nmerit we should al ways be
tal ki ng needs based. Because that is critical...

[static] [laughter]

CHARLES BARRON: ..is critical for us. He
must think he’s still Speaker. D d you forget who
an? No you can’t do that to ne. Ch ny...see that’s
what about white nen John. That’'s what | was trying
to tell you. So they just think that they could
just do, that this is their world they could just
do what they wanted...sitting there tal king and he’s
going to take the mc. Ch ny God. Anyway...

PETER VALLONE: You' re out of order.

[l aught er]

CHARLES BARRON: So on the real side
though I think we need to keep the idea of getting
greater public financial support to CUNY for
everything. Because the state and the city is
giving less and | ess each year which neans we're
going to have to cone, they raise tuition and have
to go to the private sector. W have to keep this

as a public institution and nake this city and
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state, prioritize it. So let’s not get in battle
over nerit and need because you need it and nerit
al ways good incentive schol arshi p.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Then naybe what
we could do is to...while we fight to establish this
we create an additional schol arship needs base
either part of this or an additional funding
al l ocation that we can nmake for students have a
needs based need that we can have different
attitudes for all of our students to attain that. I
think, so it’s not a conpetition between...

CHARLES BARRON: Ri ght.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: ..one or the
other. | think it’s just an ability to create al
of these different steps for anyway, for anyone
trying to get to CUNY. So you have these different
chal l enges and if the student neets the chall enge
wonder ful but then there’s a financial challenge of
reality for it. And | think that’s inportant that
we can establish both of...[crosstalKk]

CHARLES BARRON: See and that woul d be
excel lent. See that woul d be excellent and you're
not asking for a |l ot of noney...

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: No.
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CHARLES BARRON: So if we had a 20
mllion dollar package or a 25 nillion dollar
package that included nerit and needs based noney
t hat woul d be excellent.

PETER VALLONE: Just want to rem nd...

CHARLES BARRON: And further nore...

[l aught er]

PETER VALLONE: Just want to rem nd
Counci | Menber, forner, former coll eague | agree
wi th everything you say. However we’re talking
about a whol e thousands upon thousands upon
t housands of young people who don’'t qualify for
financi al assistance. And they are not covered by
anyone; not PELL, not anyone. That’s why this
schol arship was enacted and that’s why it’s so
i mportant.

CHARLES BARRON: And you’re talking
about thousands and thousands of students where
they don’t have enough needs based noney in there
to cover all the needs of the thousands and
t housands of students that have needs that is not
enough noney covering the anount of tuition that
t hey need because they don’t have enough noney.

That’ s alright Madam Chair.
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CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you. 1’ m
going to call on Council Menber Rodriguez. Counci
Menber we’'re on the clock three m nutes because
it’s already 10:40 and we have about five nore
panels to go. So we’'re on the clock. Three m nutes
for your questions and the answers.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: A comment. |
woul d |'i ke to know t hanks everyone that and has
been working so hard to provide scholarship to our
student. And | believe |I know as Tony Morrison
[sp?] said | take a whol e...see... CUNY has been our
entry door for nost of us. And, and | think that it
took fromthe adm nistration to the union PSE to
the advocate to the fornmer speaker to the forner
chai rman and council menber and alls, all of us here
to understand that you know education is a way to
build a strong mddleclass in our city. And | think
that it is so unfortunately that, that politics
play a role on getting...scholarship that was very
i mportant. That the former speaker and the
adm ni stration they did, he | ooked up they didn’t
see how much that hurts our student when they get
rid of all the Vallone s scholarship. So for ne

i ke CUNY's doing a great job. You know we ca go
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back and forth. | know that there’'s conversation
will continue. There's going to be nmonment where we

wi || agree and di sagree but at the end of the day
we had great teacher, we had great, great
professor. W got great stuff. | know that
adm ni stration was also conmtted to continue
expandi ng the schol arship that have been provi ded
at CUNY. And that’s our responsibility. You know
t hose student and their famly, they are not
beggi ng for noney. This the taxpayer noney and it
is our responsibility to be sure that we are there
for those student that they have the need those the
student that they don’t qualify for financial aid
and | think that we are you know in a best day, in
our history, when it conmes to have a letter from
the mayor to the speaker progressive. You know who
progressive nmean about putting the dollars what is
needed. And | think that with the, and the
i nvestnent that Speaker Melissa Mark Viverito is
commtted and the conmtnent with the mayor too. So
I, addition of funding to CUNY we are noving in the
right direction. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: t hank you M.

Counci| Menber. | thank the panel for com ng and
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t hank you for your testinony. We appreciate the
work that you did when you were both in the city
council. Going to call the second panel.

[ background coments] [ aughter]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Second panel as
you' re call ed pl ease cone forward. Donovan
Borrington [sp?], Joseph...would you help ne
pronounce your |ast nane? Yes. Cynthia Rodon [sp?],
Mohamad Assar [sp?], and Joseph help nme with your
| ast nane...are they here? Ckay. Owagi e [phoneti c]
t hank you. Ckay, please take your seats. |’ m going
to swear you in and we're going to put you on a
three mnute clock because we want to nmake sure we
get everyone in. Can we get another chair? There
are four people on this panel. W need one nore
chair please. Thank you. If you' d raise your right
hand. Do you swear or affirmto tell the truth, the
whol e truth, and nothing but the truth in the
testinony you are to provide today and to answer
all questions posed by the, by the conmittee
honest | y? Thank you. Pl ease give your name and your
testinony. We are on a three m nute cl ock.

MOHAMAD ASSAR: Good norni ng New Yor k

Cty Council Menmber Honorable Chair and Counci
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Menbers and di stingui shed...for...My nane i s Mhamad
Assar. |'’mthe Chairperson of University Student
Senate of the City University of New York
representing nore than 450 thousand students. And
first 1’d like to start by saying thank you for
giving ne the opportunity to represent all of our
students who cone fromall over the city, all over
the world too. Represent al nost every nation in our
City University of New York. And | want to thank
fornmer speaker and former council nenber and chair
of Hi gher Education Conmittee and the chair, chair
Barron for, for your remarks. | have ny testinony
ready but | could not have said it better than what
you have said. Al the statistics are there. That
schol arshi p had worked and our students need it.
What | would start by is | had the opportunity to
attend nultiple graduations this, this year as a
trustee. And what | saw was in every graduation we
woul d pose a question; you know how many are the
first intheir famly to graduate, how many worked
j obs while they were in school, how many have ki ds
and nunerous hand just, people just raise hands.
And that just shows us what CUNY adds val ue. |

wor ked on ny associates at LaCGuardia, ny, ny
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Bachelor’s at Gty College, ny Master’s at City
College and I |ove CUNY and the value that we add
into city, city’s life at Gty University of New
York. | think there is no match to that. And I
woul d like to share the story just to affirm what
fornmer speaker said before. That our coll eges
conpete with Ivy League. | would say they are
better than |Ivy Leagues because the difference that
we nmake in people’s lives and the lives of their
famly is just greater than what they do yeah...to
the, to the lives of their students. And | will
share the story of Sinone CGolden [sp?], Sinone
Gol den. She’s a friend. She al so graduated with ne
fromCGCty College of New York. She was part of...and
she al so received a Vall one Schol arship and she was
a salutatorian. And this is her story. Peter
Val | one schol arship was a blessing to, to ne as a
resource. Its assistance allowed ne not to have
the, to work part tinme while conpleting ny studies
therefore | was able to fully engage in all ny
attention in nmy studies and participate in school
activities. Having joined undergraduate student
government as an education senator and then |ater

joined teachers tonorrow as a vice president. |
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used the schol arship to buy books, supplies, netro
cards, and other educational necessities for ny
course. The Vall one Schol arship al so hel ped ne to
pursue ot her educational opportunities with this
financial support allowing ne to apply to a
scholarship like as Full Bright which I, | was
accepted to teach English in India. The Peter
Val | one Schol arship was a necessity for ne as a
triple A scholarship will be for the future
students. And this is a student who, who served in
student governnent with ne. She was a sal utation of
City, of Gty College of New York. She's a Ful
Bright Scholar. As you can see in all the subways
we have all these CUNY stars, students who receive
all these NSF scholarships. In the Eastern side we
receive the nost schol arships |ike that and anount
of value that this college wll add during our
student’s life there’s just no match to it. And |
urge city, city council to support triple A Thank
you.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you. Next
presenter.

CYNTHI A RODON: Good nor ni ng honorabl e

Chai rworman Barron and nenbers of the Higher
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Education Committee. Thank you for the opportunity
to testify here today. My nane is Cynthia Rodon and
|’mthe Vice Chair for legislative affairs for the
Uni versity Student Senate. The New York City
Counci| has always had a strong | egacy for standing
up for CUNY students even when Al bany woul dn’t. As
tuition went up, up, and up the city counci
est abl i shed special opportunity progranms to keep
education within our students’ grasp. They
establish | eadership prograns and nerit
schol arshi ps such as triple Ato keep our city’'s
brightest mnds right here in New York. But in 2011
no one had our backs. At the height of the great
recession students were left to real in the pain
of ...cuts and everything that came with it.
Washi ngt on was too busy bailing out the banks.
Al bany was sl ashing CUNY's funding and shifting the
burden on students with rational tuition increases
and even New York City Council elimnated the Peter
F. Vallone senior scholarship, the only nerit
schol arship offered by the city. Three years | ater
with a new adm ni stration we know that assuredly is
not the answer. Going into Fall 2014 a student in

the | owest incone bracket will receive 5,730 in the
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formof PELL grant and 5,165 in the form of TAP
award. A total of 10,895. As we know student cost
tuition is going up. And with that that' |l |eave a
student with approxi mately 2,200 per senester for
the year. After that a student still needs to pay
for transportation for nmonthly netro cards, and
books which | eaves a student with |less than 2,300
doll ars per the year. You mght think that’s a | ot
but when you think about how nmuch that noney needs
to stretch. | mean food can easily burn through al
of it even at 10 dollars a day. Then you al so have
to factor in clothing because you can’t show up to
an interview without a suite, supplies, phone
bills, and living expenses in a city where rent
keeps rising to new heights as do phone and
internet bills that students need to access in
order to succeed. Students cannot afford this and
our city cannot afford to fail our students. This
schol arshi p woul d cover the cost of nonthly
nmetrocard during the academ ¢ school years or even
hel p our, cover the average cost of text books for
a senester. Anyone with a CUNY degree knows how
inmportant it is to have, to have a higher

education. Many of you know this having had that
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experience. As | entered Baruch College in Fall of
2010 I was one of the last...to receive the Vallone
Schol arship with help nme pay for nmy books. Today I
stand here before you not as a nmenber of USS but as
a proud CUNY alummi. And as | enter the workforce
this sunmer | plan to give back to the city. And
"’ m not going anywhere. So | ask you to pass this
schol arshi p because it would help our, our
students. And it doesn’t depend on a student’s
race, or inconme, or discipline, or immgration
status. It would ask...students continue to succeed.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you. Next
panel i st.

Good norni ng. Good norni ng Chai rworman
Barron and nenbers of the council. Thanks for this
opportunity to introduce nyself and, and testify.
|"’mjust variety vice...of the University of Student
Senate of CUNY and a graduate student at Brooklyn
College. I"mhere in support of renew and a
revitalizing the support offered to CUNY students,
particularly international students and
undocunent ed students throughout the initiative
t hat begun with...establishnment of the New York City

Council Merit Schol arship later renanmed Peter
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Val | one Scholarship in 1998. And it’s currently
being referred to as a CUNY Acadeni ¢ Achi evenent
Award or we call triple A scholarship. Established
by the city council this scholarship in recognition
to the need to assist undocunented students to
attend college. This nerit schol arship award has
been a very successful award. Over the years it has
hel ped over 14,000 students to neet the rising cost
of education and, and their high depth of
conpleting their students, their studies...
dism ssing 2011. It is inportant to renenber that
many of our students nerit scholars, scholars are
held in high esteem This an opportunity to
encour age our students to succeed and then reward
themfor it. And since eligible student woul d be
aimng to conme out of high school in a good
academ c standing and are then being required to
mai ntain a good grade, grades throughout the
coll ege we are potentially providing an, al nost
decade |l ong incentive to our students to do a, to
do good in school. And one, and once students are
doing well they should, they deserve to be
recogni ze. This grant has proven, has a proven

track record in measurabl e success and supporting
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strong acaden ¢ achi evenent while optim zing
retention and graduation rates. Award recipients
mai ntain a grade point average of 3.0 and higher
wi th significant one year retention rates, 86.9
percent in associ ate degree prograns, 96 percent in
baccal aureate prograns. And this goes to show t hese
are the kinds of statistics that makes CUNY the
strong educational institution our great city needs
and deserves. Therefore I'd like to ask if they,

H gher Education Conmittee can pl ease go ahead and
approve this schol arship because it, it would nmean
to us, our students. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you. Next
panel i st.

DONOVAN BORRI NGTON: Greeti ngs Madam
Chai rworman Barron and committee nmenbers and nmy CUNY
famly and citizens of the greatest city in the
worl d. | am Donovan Borrington, a student at Baruch
College. And I amal so the co-chair of the
Uni versity Student Senate Schol arship Comm ttee.
And | want to thank you for this opportunity today.
It’s wonderful that you get to hear froma student
SO0 you can see how val uabl e a scholarship like this

woul d be. The, by use of the student activity feed
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the University Student Center established
schol arship for students fromevery student that
pays the activity fee. A portion of hat would go
towards the schol arship that would help at-risk
students. Because we felt that these students
needed it at the time. Al though the University
St udent Senate understands that the student
activity fee it’s for student activities when
student | eaders are called upon by their fellow
peers we took to action and this was the result
that we came with. However, due to |lack of funding
t hese schol arships aren’t able to assist al
students that denonstrate need. Al so students that
are undocunented can’t receive schol arshi ps funded
by CUNY. It’s inportant that acknow edge that they
are students who just so happen to lack certain
docunentation. But they are admtted i nto CUNY.
They are enrolled in courses within CUNY. They pay
tuition at CUNY. Does that make them CUNY students?
Pl ease forgive me for ny |ack of understandi ng but
a student that |acks docunentation but pays tuition
cannot receive a scholarship that they are
contributing to. Switching gears. W are currently

in the process of review ng hundreds of
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schol arships. And there’s no doubt that students
are in need. Even at the community col |l eges where
tuition is no less than 45 hundred dollars a year.
Take LaGuardia Conmunity Col | ege for an exanpl e.
According to the institutional profile of 2013 38. 4
percent of all students living with their parents
had a conbined fam |y household i ncone of |ess than
15 thousand dol lars. The average financial need for
t hese students is 10,886 dollars. And the average
financial aid awarded was 4, 893 dollars. However
this | eaves the student with an average gap of
5,993 thousand, 90, 90, 993 dollars. So the
question is where are students getting these funds
from This is exanples like this of why we are here
today. W& ask the city council that they create
this scholarship to help these students. The
academ c achi evenent, the achi evenent academ c
award to put in a city budget for fiscal year 15.
W request that it’s not only put into the budget
but it’s at a level that allows our students to
reach their full potential ad go on and be the
bright shining stars. The university’' s, we hope
that the city council takes the same action that

Uni versity Student Senate took several years ago
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and create schol arship and financial support so
that the students can go back and give to their
community, strengthen the city, and do what’s best
by our state. Thank you. [crosstalK]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you. Do you
have copi es of your prepared testinony? Did you
give themto the...

DONOVAN BORRI NGTON:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay, we don’t have
it here, the last one, we only have three. Thank
you. We're going to have sone brief quick questions
and then I'Il call on ny colleagues. | want to
acknow edge that we’ve been joined by Counci
Menber Vacca and Council Menber Cunbo. Thank you.
You nentioned the academ c achi evenent award. Can
you give us a brief description of what that is?

MOHAMED ASSAR: So acadeni ¢ achi evenent
award it has the same criteria as, we’ve been
mentioni ng before Peter F. Vallone scholarship is
the sanme B average. If student receives B or better
average graduates from New York City Hi gh School
and goes into CUNY they receive academ c

achi evenent award and they, if they maintain the B
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average they receive that, the scholarship unti
t hey graduate so...

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: And what woul d be
t he amount of that academ c achi evenent award?
Coul d you put a dollar anpbunt on that?

MOHAMED ASSAR: We had 10.8 and 10.9
mllion but that is, | would just echo your conment
before. Building toward, this would be a great step
bui | di ng towards what the, what your goal is of
free tuition. W start with the, this, with
academ c achi evenent award and build it every year
and University Student Senate would | ove to be
participate in that and help pronote that to build
it tolevel where it will be free for students who
graduate from our high schools going to CUNY.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Have you esti nated
what that would be per student, that 10.8 or nine
mllion.

MOHAMED ASSAR: Approxi mately 400.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: 400, okay.

MOHAMED ASSAR: Then again |i ke Counci
Menber Val |l one said you know | imted funding if

there is nore funding we can definitely do nore
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calculations to, to acconmpdate, to increase that
400 to 500, 600, 800...would |ove that.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay. And was this
ainitiative that the students thensel ves cane up
wi th, the academ c achi evenent award or who was
evol ved in deciding what you would ask for and the
nmounts. Who were is involved in that...

MOHAMAD ASSAR. So |, if you renenber
we, we talked at a black and Puerto Ri can caucus.
Before that part of university student senate we
were discussing it, and we would just...discuss it
with you and fornmer Council Menber Barron about a
safety net, that kind of scholarship. And then we
did sone research within University Student Senate
of what is achievable goal and because of our one
year |imted amount of tinme. And then we had a
nmeeting with the adm nistration. W presented the
idea and we, we net with the different student
groups, my executive board along with the
adm ni stration to, to...and also we are buil ding
stronger and stronger relationship with University
Faculty Senate. So we slowy worked towards this

stronger plan of having acaden c achi evenent awar d.
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CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay. So you only
see this as a beginning, initial...

MOHAMAD ASSAR: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: ..step, grow ng...

MOHAMAD ASSAR  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: ..and getting even...
[ crosstal k]

MOHAMAD ASSAR: And University Student
Senate is dedicated as this, as the first step in
definitely helping to inprove this scholarship
every year...

CHAI RPERSON BARRON:  Mm hnm

MOHAMAD ASSAR: And definitely working
with you for the com ng years. |’ m graduating but
["11, but 1"Il still be enrolled as an al umi .

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay. |f you didn't
have any restrictions on you and if you were, if it
were a limtless pot what woul d, what woul d you ask
for in ternms of what the tuition is and...

MOHAMAD ASSAR That woul d be...that’s
giving nore than tuition. If, cover the tuition we
know, the textbook costs are, are rising. It, if we

| ook at the conparative how much textbook cost if
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it has risen as opposed to any other cost you can
tal k about groceries or any other has skyrocketed.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay.

MOHAMAD ASSAR: Qur students are paying
a lot nore for the sane books, different pictures.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay. That'’s,
that's very true.

MOHAMAD ASSAR: Cover the books. Metro
card cost is rising. Wien | started I, | came from
Paki stan in 2007. | didn’'t pay 104 dollars. 1, now
|”’m paying a ot nore for nmetrocard, for books
[ crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay |'mgoing to
nove on. I'mgoing to ask ny council nenber, ny
col | eague Council Menber Vacca if he has sone
guesti ons.

MOHAMAD ASSAR: Thank you

COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: Thank you Chair
Barron. | have Chair Barron and | have forner Chair
Barron so...[crosstal k] both were chairs. | thank

you for having this neeting and | do want to say to

you that this is very tinmely. And | thank you

because we are discussing the budget now as a

council. W have a deadline. But I want you to know
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personal ly, very much so, that 1’mgoing to fight
for restoration of the Vallone Scholarship. It’s an
easy decision to make. | feel it was elimnated
i nappropriately when it was elimnated. |’ m using
the word inappropriate. And there was a rational
for elimnating it that | never understood because
the rational was not there. So based on that...and
al so you nention about citizenship and all. |I’"m an
adjunct to Queens College. |’'ve been there for
years, years. And | never, no professor ever says
to any student are you docunented or not. W're
there to, we’'re, this university is here as the,
the gateway to this city. And it always has been
So that’s not even an issue. And |I’mglad you
raised it but it, it’s not an issue and shoul d not
be an issue with this council. So I’ m very honored
that, that you cone here and testify. You know nmany
of the students in, in CUNY not only go to school
wi th CUNY. And sonetines when we think of city
university we think of 18, 19, and 20 year ol ds.

But many of our students today in CUNY are adults.
They work two jobs. They have fam lies at hone.
They take care of elderly parents. These are nany

of ny students and they struggle and they work
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hard. And if they do well, and if they have
financial issues there should be a way that we
coul d assist, and we should assist. So | don't have
a question | just want you to know that the Vall one
Schol arship is inportant to ne. The del egations are
neeting fromthe boroughs, the budget negotiation
teamthat |’mon, the | eadership team |’ mon, ny
col l eagues, all of us feel strongly that we just
can’t say education’s inportant and then, and then
not put noney behind our words. And we have an
opportunity this year froma financial point of
view to, to do sonething significant here. And you
do have ny support so | thank you for com ng

MOHAMED ASSAR: Thank you Counci
Menber .

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Now we’ | | hear
questions or comments from Council Menber Cunbo.

W' re on a three m nute cl ock. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBG: Thank you Chair
Barron and thank you to all mny coll eagues. | just
want to echo the sentinents. Yesterday we had a
| engthy di scussion at the stated neeting.
Counci | man Vacca brought up a | ot of the chall enges

that we’re having as it relates to crine in our
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communities. And I'mleaving actually to go to a, a
press conference in rally to keep our NYCHA public
housi ng, community centers, and senior centers
open. But what it is particularly in conmmunities of
color as it pertains to the budget it seens that
particularly communities of color are always
fighting to restore, always fighting to maintain,
al ways fighting just to, just to keep going. And I,
|’ mvery supportive of this because this is an
opportunity for us to nove in a, in the right
direction to transition out of many of the
chal l enges that we’'re facing. And so I'mcertainly
in support of this with ny coll eagues because |
bel i eve very strongly that we have to nove froma
pl ace of, of energencies, always having to put a
Band- Aid on sonething, and really creating a
pi pel ine and an opportunity for us to nmake sure
that particularly those young peopl e that have
identified thenmsel ves and have worked hard that we
need to give themall of the tools and resources
that they could possibly have to sore and to becone
incredi ble contributors to our society. So | thank

you all for your brilliant testinony. It was a, a
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true testament to what our CUNY systemis producing
all throughout the city of New York. So thank you.

[ pause] [l aughter]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: I1t’s al ways the
ones that are closes to you...you...defy the rules
there. Ckay, we want to thank you for your
testinony. And as has been said you are a great
exanple of what it is to go to CUNY and cone out
and represent us so well. So we thank you for your
testinony and you'll be hearing fromus. And those
of you who’ ve graduated and noved on we hope that
you stay in touch and we wi sh you the best in your
careers. Thank you. W will now call our next
panel . Okay. There're four? | only have three
slips. Ckay. W re going to have Vice Chancell or
Mat t hew Sapi enza, and Vi ce Chancel | or Frank
Sanchez, and Vice President M chael Baston,

Uni versity Dean Janes Miurphey. Invite themto cone.
This is CUNY adm nistration. And we wanted to have
t he panels that preceded themin that order so that
we could have the foundation historically. And

we’' ve been joined by Council Menber Jumaane
WIllianms. But we wanted to lay out a historical

background in ternms of the Council Menbers who had
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been here. And then we wanted to hear fromthe
students because it directly affects them So we
appreci ate your understandi ng. W know you have
busy schedul es and we appreciate your adjusting
your schedules to stay. Thank you. If you woul d
rai se your right hands; do you swear or affirmto
tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothi ng but
the truth in the testinony you are to provide today
and to answer all questions posed by the conmittee
honest | y?

MATTHEW SAPI ENZA:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you.

MATTHEW SAPI ENZA: Good nor ni ng
Chai rperson Barron and menbers of the New York City
Counci | Higher Education Conmittee. | am Mat hew
Sapi enza, Vice Chancellor for Budget and Finance at
CUNY. Thank you for the opportunity to speak with
you today about nerit and need based schol arshi ps
at the university. | amjoined this norning by Vice
Chancel |l or for Student Affairs Frank Sanchez,

Uni versity Dean for Enroll nment Janes Mirphey, and
the Vice President of Student Affairs and
Enrol | mrent Managenent at LaCGuardia Comunity

Col | ege Doctor M chael Baston. W are acutely aware
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that rising higher education costs and increasing
student debt have been critical concerns not only
here in New York but on the national level. At city
uni versity we renmain focused on providing our
students with the highest quality |earning
experience possible. Wile maintaining those
avenues to access that are the center pieces to a
public higher education institution. Financial
assi stance continues to be a critical |lynch pin for
student persistence. In academ c year 2012-2013 the
university conferred over 46 thousand degrees. Mny
of those students would not have been able to
obtain their diploms w thout the schol arship
opportunities that were afforded to them at the
university. CUNY still represents the best value in
US Hi gher Education. CUNY costs a fraction of what
students pay at private institutions and is also
| ess than at nost public universities. In fact
approxi mtely six out of 10 full tinme
undergraduates attend tuition free due to federal
PELL grants and New York state TAP awards. ..tolled
nearly 175 thousand CUNY undergraduate students
were awarded nearly one billion dollars in, in

financial aid this past academ c year. At the
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national level it’s not unconmon for students to
| eave college with tens of thousands of dollars in
| oans to repay. The American student debt topping
1.2 trillion dollars indebtedness is an urgent
nati onal concern and a source of anxiety for
students and famlies. Repaynent for federal and
private student | oans can | ast decades with no
respite even in bankruptcy. At CUNY however
affordable tuition and the available financial aid
greatly lightened the burden on students so nuch so
that only 15 percent of undergraduates at our four
year colleges had federal education |loans. That's a
strikingly | ow nunber conpared with nost of the
coll eges and universities. Hel ping to keep the
uni versity affordabl e and enhance the val ue of a
CUNY degree however requires an ongoi ng
partnershi ps between all of our stakehol ders. One
of the key constituents in this partnership is the
private sector. CUNY students have sone schol arship
opportunities thank in large part of philanthropic
and private support. The university itself is
anot her conponent of this partnership. A major part
of our comm tnent has been a student financi al

assistance initiative which over the |ast three
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years has provided 25 mllion dollars in total
benefits to our students in need. Another critica
partner is the state of New York. The 2011 state
hi gher educati on agreenent created a new credit for
resi dent undergraduate students that received TAP
awards for tuition charges over the TAP maxi mum
award. In the current year CUNY will be providing
over 29 mllion dollars in TAP credits to students.
The university has been advocating for enhancenents
to the TAP program which were outlined in a forma
report that we submtted to state | eaders | ast
fall. Like the state of New York the federa
governnent al so plays a key role in providing
financi al assistance to students. The PELL grant
and federal work study are prograns that are
essential for keeping the federal governnent’s
comm tment to provide financial support to the
needy students. The maxi num PELL grant awards
increasing by 85 dollars to 5,730 for next fiscal
year. Due to fiscal pressures in Washi ngton however
there have been several attenpts over the last few
years to reduce the overall appropriation for PELL
grants as well as limt the eligibility

requirenment. We nust all remain vigilant in
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mai ntaining this crucial federal aid program And
on both the federal and state |evels the university
has been at the forefront advocating for the
passage of the dream act which would ensure that
deservi ng undocunented students received the
assi stance that is needed to help them pursue their
hi gher education goals. Wile succunbent [ phoneti c]
on the fater [phonetic] and stederal [phonetic],
whi | e succunbent on the federal and state
government to provide the need based financi al
support for deserving students the city of New York
has a vitally inportant role in this partnership as
well. The city council in particular has al ways
been a strong advocate for nerit based student
financi al assistance program Everyone at the
university was very encouraged and appreciative
that the council’s formal response to the nmayor’s
fiscal year 2015 prelimnary budget included
funding for the academ c achi evenent awards. Dean
murphy will talk some nore about this proposal
Providing financial aid and nerit, |I'’msorry
financial aid and nerit and need based schol arshi ps
is not only an investnment in our students and is an

investnent in New York itself. The university
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continues to be a critical engine of New York’s
econony. This is an inportant neasure of CUNY's
val ue. Chairperson Barron and conmttee nenbers you
have denonstrated nmany tines over your commtnent
to hel pi ng New Yorkers advance thensel ves through
your consistent advocacy for an accessible high
qual ity CUNY education. We deeply appreciate your
conti nued support and | ook forward to working with
you to sustain that conmtnment. |I'd now |like to ask
Vi ce Chancel | or Sanchez to provide his testinony.

VI CE CHANCELLOR SACHEZ: Wl | good
nor ni ng Madam Chair Barron and nenbers of New York
City Council of Hi gher Education Commttee. | am
Frank Sanchez. | amthe Vice Chancellor for Student
Affairs at the Gty University of New York. CQur
of fices work closely with student service
operations across 24 col | eges supporti ng now over
half a mllion students undergraduate, graduate,
and adult with continuing education. Qur office
al so coordi nates several initiatives focusing on
financially di sadvantage and hi gh need popul ati ons
across our colleges. | appreciate being included in
this inportant conversation about nerit and based

ai d schol arshi ps. An essential aspect of this
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di scussi on nust include a deliberate and focused
conversation of CUNY's working poor, and needi est
students. On this front CUNY had made trenendous
strides in ensuring these students are not
forgotten with full access and financial support to
attend college. In fact the federal and state
commtnents to our financially needi est students
t hrough PELL and TAP funding is vital to fulfilling
our m ssion of access. And |’ ve seen great success
as a result. For exanple while 40 percent of CUNY
students have a househol d i ncome bel ow 20 thousand
dollars we find 60 percent of our students attend
tuition free due to PELL and TAP awards.
Furthernmore in 2012 the university dedicated five
mllion dollars fromthe revenue generated by
tuition increases to assist students who are at
risk of not being able to continue matricul ation
because of tuition increases. This student
financial assistance initiative includes assistance
with the acquisition of text books, enhancenent to
the federal work-study program and tuition waivers
for those students who are greatest, at greatest
financial risk. And this year in 2013-2014 we

doubl ed that commtnent to total 10 million
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dollars. Despite this success in providing our
financially needi est students access to a quality
education CUNY is not standing idle in addressing
the broader financially diverse students beyond
tuition. W know so many, so many of our students
are chall enged with financial expense of living in
New York City including of course the cost of rent,
food, transportation, daycare, health needs, the
list goes on. Knowi ng this CUNY has responded with
significant efforts to address this chall enge head
on. One of the nobst recognized CUNY initiatives and
frankly one of the nbst successful prograns
nationally for reducing student debt and out of
pocket expenses for the poor students are the
Single Stop centers across our seven conmunity
coll eges. Single Stop, a program | aunched in
partnership with the Robin Hood foundation connects
our poorest students at CUNY with avail abl e
government funds and services. Single Stop provides
a conprehensive suite of services including
benefits and financial counseling for tax
preparation and | egal assistance. Counsel ors use
Single Stop’s cutting edge technol ogy tool, the

benefits enroll ment network are or BEN, to
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determ ne which benefits a student is eligible for
inas little as 15 minutes. And then it guides
t hrough an application process while connecting
themto other onsite services. This past year the
Single Stop programin response to the financial
need of our poorest students provided over 36
mllion dollars in benefits and tax returns. Over
the last five years, five and a half years CUNY has
supported over 54 thousand students and fam|lies
with nearly 128 million dollars in reduced out of
pocket expenses. On average we have connected our
students with an additional 53 hundred dollars in
direct benefits. The return on investnment is
exceptional. For every one dollar we put into the
Single Stop services we allocate 31 dollars in
benefits to our students. As we institutionalize
this programit is our hope to expand these
i mportant services to our senior colleges beginning
in CCNY in Medgar Evers Wth the Single Stop
Program and other initiatives tackling the
chal | enges faci ng our poorer students CUNY is
better positioned in delivering on our prom se of
an exceptional and affordabl e educati on. Need based

federal and state funding in the formof PELL and
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TAP as well as prograns such as Single Stop is a
strategy that is working for our poorer students
Wi th greatest needs. However, what is less clear is
how we’ re supporting our academ cally high
perform ng and mddl e i nconme students across CUNY
This is a considerable concern as nany of these
students struggle to nake financial ends neet and
to stay enrolled. Merit based schol arshi ps provide
a reasonable strategy to provide nmuch needed
financial assistance in high performng, poor high
perform ng students many of which will have
consi derabl e financial need. |I’mnow going to turn
over to Dean Ji m Mur phey

DEAN MURPHEY: Good norni ng Chai r per son
Barron and nmenbers of the Hi gher Education
Conmittee. First of all | got to apologize. | got a
little bit of a cold so I'mtalking alittle
nasal ly. But anyway ny nane is Janes Mirphey, | am
CUNY’ s university, university Dean for Enroll nent
Managenent. Qur office is responsible for
adm ssions, financial aid, and registration for al
270 thousand under graduate and graduate students
ate CUNY. W work diligently to nake sure that

students can access a top notch educati on w thout
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bei ng over burdened by debt and we’ re proud that
CUNY remai ns one of the nation’s best val ue
institutions. This past year CUNY col | ege has
awarded over one billion in financial aids and nore
than 175 thousand undergraduate aid recipients. The
| arge percentage of the aid was need based grants
fromthe federal program526 mllion, the state TAP
program 280 mllion. CUNY provides over 75 mllion
dollars in tuition waivers while our colleges award
an estimated 16 mllion dollars in nerit
schol arshi ps. CUNY, CUNY undergraduate students
al so barrowed 133 million in student | oans however
only 75 mllion in students | oans were used to pay
tuition, undergraduate tuition charges this year
This represents 6.4 percent of the undergraduate
tuition pay. The bal ance of these | oans was used by
students for personal expenses which includes books
and transportations and contrary to popul ar beli ef
does not include buying the | atest iPhone. The, the
| arge anmount of grant enables, the | arge anmount of
grant aid enables 87 thousand of our 143 thousand,
61 percent of full time in state undergraduates to
attend CUNY tuition, tuition free. The latter

figure includes undocunented students who were
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ineligible to receive any type of financial aid. If
the New York state Dream app, Act is passed we
estimate an additional 6,000 students would be able
to attend tuition free which would nmean 93 t housand
or 65 percent of the CUNY full time in state
under graduat es woul d have their tuition covered,
tuition course covered by financial aid and the
Dream Act is actually being discussed this week up
in Al bany. Again many of the students who pay out
of pocket or borrow...exhausted their financial aid
eligibility for grants or acadenmically ineligible.
CUNY has | obbied the state for an extra year of TAP
eligibility without success. CUNY also enrolls 65
thousand matriculated in state part tie students
with over 12,000 using financial aid to attend
tuition free. Many part tine students who work to
support thensel ves and their famlies may be
ineligible for financial aid but have their tuition
covered in full or part by the enployer. O her part
time students are finishing their degree, degree
could not find classes needed to attend full tine.
These students may have exhausted their eligibility
or saving the eligibility for full tinme enroll nent.

Sone others are academcally ineligible to attend
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full tinme and are also ineligible for financial
aid. In addition to financial aid the federa
Anerican opportunity inconme tax credit is available
to a broader range of taxpayers including nmany with
hi gher i ncones who, and those who owe no taxes. The
full credit allows individuals whose nodified
adjust...is 80 thousand or less or 160 thousand or
|l ess for married couples filing a joint return to
receive a TAP credit up to, a tax credit up to 25
hundred dollars for tuition paid out of pocket or
with | oans. The availability of the crack, the tax
credits dramatically increases the nunber of CUNY
students who are able to attend coll ege free. Since
we do not have access to students and their
famly s...it’s difficult to estinmate the nunber of
students who use the AO, AOTC benefit. To cl ose
current CUNY students, current CUNY...endorse the
academ c achi evenent award which is al nost
mrroring the Vallone Schol arshi p. These
schol arship suns will support many students
i ncl udi ng those who receive no, no other way to
achi eve their goal of college graduation. CUNY
graduat es have traditionally remained in a city so

t hese students will contribute to the city’s
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wor kf orce. The CUNY admi ni stration appl auds the
student activities...supports the academ c
achi evenent program proposal. WBe ask the council
the city council support in fund the AA
schol arshi p. Thank you. M chael .

M CHAEL BASTON: Good norni ng
Chai rperson Barron and nenbers of the higher
education Commttee. |I'’m M chael Baston, Vice
President of Student Affairs and enrol |l ment
managenent for LaGuardia Conmunity Col |l ege. Two of
the students that testified earlier are LaCGuardi a
graduat es. LaCGuardi a opens the doors of higher
education to one of the nost diverse and
international communities in the world. Wth
students from 158 countries speaking 129 | anguages
LaGuardi a students cone fromdifferent places. Yet
their determ nation to create a stronger future for
t hensel ves and their famlies through higher
education is the dreamthey all share. Long before
their college journey even begi ns however many of
our students face significant obstacles; financial,
academ c, personal that have derailed their goal of
earning a degree and pursuing their dreans. Wth

over 70 percent of our students earning |ess than
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25 thousand dollars a year and nany undocunent ed
students who will not qualify for financial aid
we’' ve enpl oyed a four part strategy that includes
financial literacy, financial aid, social safety
net access, and financing options, and
schol arshi ps. At open houses for perspective
students and their famlies and visits to | ocal
hi gh school s and comrunity based organi zati ons we
di scuss our tuition, how our enhanced cal endar
allows full time students to take nore credits at
no additional costs and steps to apply for federal,
state, and aid, and schol arships. W assist themto
apply for our financial aid. In our conputer |ab we
had nore than 12,000 one on one visits to help
students. We had federal applications up by 20,000
students, state applications at nore than 17,000
applications. W’ ve hel ped with our Single Stop
program as Vi ce Chancel |l or Sanchez tal ked about to
connect nore than 7,775 students with 7.8 mllion
dollars in resources since 2010. W provide a w de
range of financial literacy, workshops, and all of
t hese kinds of progranms to support students. And
nore than 8,000 students |ast year signed up for

our no interest loans to pay for going to school.
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And we tried to make a college affordable with
| oans as a last resort as we hel ped themto plan
for what we need to help them succeed. But the
truth of the matter is we have schol arshi ps at
LaCGuardi a, we’ ve raised our foundation nore than
867 thousand dollars that we’ve given to nore than
600 students. So 86 percent of privately raised
noney i s spent on student schol arships. But the
truth of the matter is it’s not enough. For our
definition of success is to make sure that each and
every student that comes to LaGuardi a has the
opportunity to be successful and be able to afford
t he education. Students |like Lila Kinyona [sp?]. At
16 she dropped out of Aviation H gh School where
she was studying to be an airplane nmechani c when
she becane pregnant. Her parents put her out of the
famly hone and she went to live with the baby’s
father. Lila enrolled in our GED program finished
the programw th the highest GED score that year.
W encouraged her to continue her studies at
LaGuardi a and she did just that wth financial
support from prograns |i ke PELL and TAPs and
schol arshi ps. She joined Phi Theta Kappa and

graduated with a 4.0 GPA, is currently nmgjoring in
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a senior college in math and physics during
research on GCsteogenesis Iperfecta or brittle bone
di sease at the Hospital for Special service,
Surgery. Lila and so nmany students |ike her can
make it at CUNY and el sewhere. All they need is
soneone to believe in themand the resources to
make the dream of a college education a reality.

Pl ease support the academ c achi evenent award for
CUNY students.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you. Thank
you for your testinmony and |’mgoing to call on ny
col | eague for questions.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AVS: Thank you
Madam Chair. You | ook exceptional in that...you | ook
fantastic. And of course | want to acknow edge
fornmer speaker Peter Vallone. And | want to
acknow edge ..Cabdolla [sp?] and NYPIRG are in the
back because they hel ped hone ny troubl emaki ng
skills when I was in Brooklyn Coll ege so...

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AVMS: | thank you
for the testinony. Cbviously this is an inportant
issue and I'm unfortunately have to | eave but |

had a question. And of course | always preface it
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by sayi ng obviously CUNY should be free. The
education that our young people are receiving
shoul d be free. There's definitely a comunity
benefit. I've said it before and 1’| say it again.
The... expansi on happened during the G eat Depression
because we believed we had to invest in education.
And it changed in the 70s, |I don’t think it changed
coincidently as a conpl exion of the students
started changing. So that troubles ne quite a bit.
And | believe that the same opportunity that was
given to those who had a little bit less nelanin in
their skin should be given to those who have a
little bit nore nelanin in their skin as well. Wth
that said | did have one question. | know there's a
| ot of denographic break downs. But | wanted to
know do we have denographi c breakdowns in terns of
average? Wuld we be able to say the
denogr aphi cal | y breaki ng down who have 70 poi nt
grade point average, who has 85 grade point average
of anything like that?

DEAN MURPHEY: We have those statistics,
we don’t have themtoday. But we could certainly

get themto you if...and we wl|
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COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Yes | woul d
very nuch like that. Thank you Madam Chair and
t hank you for having this hearing.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you Counci
Menmber WIlianms. | have a couple of questions. You
tal k about the Single Stop programto connect
students to services that they mght be entitled
to. How aggressive is that progran? Does it require
the students to conme and find it online or are you
maki ng an outreach to then?

VI CE CHANCELLOR SANCHEZ: So...

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: How are you
reachi ng out?

VI CE CHANCELLOR SANCHEZ: That’'s a great
guestion. So all the staff at the community
col | eges do extensive outreach to students though
our Single Stop centers, through our advising
of fices, our counselling offices. We, we build it
in. In fact at LaGuardia for exanple they have
built it into their financial aid office soit’'s
just part...[crosstal k] of the process.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay.

VI CE CHANCELLOR SANCHEZ: It’s part of

the adm nistrative process so that students are
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automatically connected to those services. And
that’s really the goal of all the single stop
centers is to integrate it into the canpus in a way
where the student just as a matter of attending
that school are going to be exposed to those
servi ces.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: (Ckay. And you tal k
about the private donations that you receive. Are
t hose private donations housed in each of the
institutions that receives then? And what do you do
for noney that cones to CUNY? What do you do for
those institutions that don’t have that...

VI CE CHANCELLOR SANCHEZ: Sure. So...

[ crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: ..econom c power.

VI CE CHANCELLOR SANCHEZ: ..so, so over
the last, over the last five years the Robin Hood
foundati on has supported Single Stop conpletely in
the funding of it. This, this year however they're
begi nning to phase out that funding...[crosstalk]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Wl 1" m not just
tal king about Single Stop. |I’'mtal king about ...
[crosstal k] whatever contributions that CUNY nay

receive; fundraising that’s done by the presidents.
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| understand that’s a major or new eval uation too
for college presidents as well.

VI CE CHANCELLOR SANCHEZ: That's correct
and |’ mglad you brought that up Chair Barron. That
is an evaluation tool for the presidents. And our
presi dents have been doing a much better job at
fundrai sing. And as you pointed out the
overwhel m ng majority of dollars from fundrai sing
are directed towards student scholarships. And to
answer your question yes the majority of
fundraising is done by the coll eges and renains at
the coll eges for schol arship opportunities at those
canpuses.

VI CE PRESI DENT BASTON: | would just add
fromLaGuardi a’ s perspective that as | nmentioned in
our testinmony 867 thousand dollars was raised for
600 students, 86 percent of the privately raised
noney i s spent on student schol arships the
following year. So those nonies go right into the
di rect hands of students.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay and in, in
terns of the academ c achi evenent award |’ ve heard

that that noney is for, targeted for books and
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transportation? Can you explain that why...
[ crosstal k]

DEAN MURPHEY: Not, not necessarily. It
depends on how nuch other aid the student receives.
The students who reach this TAP of course is
certainly used for tuition first, the CUNY gap
tuition waivers use second, PELL is applied third.
Now i f you have...[ crosstal K]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: ..agai n, say that
again...

DEAN MURPHEY: Ckay, TAP is applied
first, the CUNY gap waver, tap waiver is applied
second, the PELL award is applied third, and then
other aid including the AAA schol arship, the, an
academ ¢ achi evenent schol arship, the Vallone
Schol arshi p...woul d be applied next. So it al
depends how nmuch aid the students woul d be
receiving. Although the old Vallone Schol arship...a
significant amunt was used directly for tuition.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: And when we tal k
about the triple A academ c achi evenent. Do you
estimate that that’s going to be 400 dollars per

student and which of the student popul ati ons that
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we're tal king about. Are there certain criteria as
whi ch students eligible.

DEAN MURPHEY: W woul d, we envision it
or the, actually the, the students envision it and...
have the sane criteria as the old, as the old
Val | one Schol arshi p which woul d be graduate of New
York Gty high schools; public, private, parochia
with an 80 average, attend a CUNY institution and
mai ntain a B average when they, when they enroll in
the institution and attend full tine.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: And that woul d not
be a restriction for those based on i mmgration
status? It woul d...

DEAN MURPHEY: No there wouldn’'t...

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: ..connection to
t hat ?

DEAN MURPHEY: There woul d be no
restriction. If the city council tells us we can
give themto the undocunented students we have
absolutely no problemgiving to undocunent ed
students.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay. | have
anot her question. Yes, that one. Okay, | have

another, a few questions if | can gather them What
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has, what, we know the new Chancellor...he’s here
now?

DEAN MURPHEY: Yes he’s still here, yes...
[ crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay. | certainly
woul d | ove to have a chance to sit and talk to him
and to bring nmy perspective and the city council’s
perspective on what we hope to see going forward
and just to be able to dialogue with him You had
given us information and you have a table to Triple
A scholarship eligibility for full time first tine,
first time freshman by incone bracket. So | don’'t
know i f you have it there. It lists the incone, the
triple Aeligibility by nunber of students and by
percent, and the total cohort. So for the group of
peopl e who are at 50 thousand dollars on, up to
unknown incone, in other words unrestricted woul d
they be eligible? How would they...there, there are
a nunber of people who are not eligible actually.
You have a nunber that totals about 6, 000...

DEAN MURPHEY: | woul d assume the, the
students who are ineligible, or the first tine
freshman who are ineligible either didn’'t graduate

fromthe New York City high schools, or did not
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have the average, an 80 or average or above when
t hey graduated fromthe high schools. Unfortunately
| do not have that docunent in front of ne. |’ m not
even sure if | saw it but, but..

VI CE CHANCELLOR SANCHEZ: Thanks. Chair
Barron the one, the one thing I want to point out
about the academ c achi evenent award proposal is
that it's, it’s nmerit based. And so dependi ng on
the inconme | evels...

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: So you’re just
projecting how many students would be entitled to
receive so that all students...

VI CE CHANCELLOR SANCHEZ: Based on their
academ c profile...[crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Based on academi cs.

VI CE CHANCELLOR SANCHEZ: Right. So in
t he exanpl e you gave a student is at 50 thousand
dol | ars goi ng back to what Dean Mirphey said before
that student would be eligible for sone TAP award,
potentially sone PELL award you know...PELL is not
just based on incone. They have to | ook at Assets
of, of the famly as well. But all of those

financial awards would be the first call on the
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tuition and then the academ c achi evenent awards
woul d be an enhancenent to that.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay, alright. A
part of nmy concern is that CUNY tal ks about 58
percent of the full tine undergraduates attend
tuition free based on the schol arshi ps and grants
that they get and that they can also apply for the
tax credit, the Anerican opportunity tax credit
award. \What about those students, |’ m al ways
concerned about those students who don’t. You know
we're tal king about a | arge percentage of students
who graduate with debt, college debt that we know
does not go away.

DEAN MURPHEY: Yeah CUNY has, has
probably, well it certainly has one of the | owest
percent age of graduates that have, with debt in the
country. The past couple of weeks |I’ve had sone
i ssues with nunbers that were reported about
student | oan debt in CUNY. A newspaper in Queens
came out about a week and a half ago and said that
80 percent of the Queens coll ege students were
graduating with 20,000 dollars in debt and that was
nowhere near true. And we still don’t know where

t hey got those nunbers from Another college
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reported that 46 percent of their students were
graduating with 20,000 dollars in debt. And I
actually traced the source of that, of those
nunbers and it turned out the person who reported
t hose nunbers took the anmobunt of debt incurred by
under graduate and graduate students in a given
year, projected it over four years, and then put it
under the, put that nunber onto the undergraduate
student body which inflated the nunber
trenmendously. It was actually close to 20 percent
and that...l’msorry 20 percent of the students
graduated with a debt of about 18,000 dollars and
that included debt that was incurred at private
institutions before they transferred to that schoo
so...\Wen we, when we tal k about debt we need to be,
be nore specific in...you know the nunbers is just
all over the place. One thing that really bothered
me, it turned out the national debt project was
getting nunbers from Peterson’s Quide [sp?] which
they took as official nunbers on debt incurred at
the colleges and it was just nowhere near accurate.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: I'm I'mstill very
much concerned. And we know that there are

students...These nunbers | think we're tal ki ng about
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are students within the four year topic, the four
year tineline. But we know that there are students
that take | onger than four years.

DEAN MURPHEY: |, |’'mtalking about al
undergraduate students. |, it’s the, they project
over a four year tineline but we’'re | ooking at
students as they finish you know the six, seven,
ei ght years, whatever took themto, whatever it
took to finish degree. The...it’s...a debt incurred
as, as undergraduat es.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: so those students
who, that are no longer eligible because they're in
their fifth, or six...

DEAN MURPHEY: They’' d still be...

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: ..seventh year.

DEAN MURPHEY: They’' d still be eligible
for loans. Right now, they won't...

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ri ght .

DEAN MURPHEY: .be in a few years but
right nowthe law still allows themto be eligible.

CHAlI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay, so that’s the
part that, that’s very troubling because the | oans
nount up and they don’t go away, they don’t go

anay.
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DEAN MURPHEY: The, the truth of the
matter is though...last year, this, this year that’s
just passed CUNY undergraduates took 133 mllion
dollars in loans and only 6.4 percent of that, |’ m
sorry 75 mllion was actually used for tuition and
fees, tuition not fees I’msorry, was used for
tuition. The rest went for fees, books, supplies,
transportation, and other...It represented 6.4
percent of the undergraduate tuition paid.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay, and in mny
notes that | have here according to your, your
website for 2010-11 4,000, 41, 844 students did rely
on 276 mllion dollars in federal | oans.

DEAN MURPHEY: That i ncluded grad
students.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: That i ncl udes
gr aduat es okay.

VI CE CHANCELLOR SANCHEZ: And Chair
Barron one thing I, | want to point out about the,
the data is that many of our students and, and |
don’t know how many in the 41 thousand fall into
this category, many of our students cone to CUNY as
transfer students...[crosstal K]

CHAlI RPERSON BARRON: Transfer students.
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VI CE CHANCELLOR SANCHEZ: .with | oans
fromother institutions. So that’s one thing | just
want to point out about that data.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay. And 40
percent ...

[ pause]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay so in your
order that you gave nme PELL is |ast...

UNI DENTI FI ED: No PELL is third.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: PELL...

UNI DENTI FI ED: .third...

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: PELL was third. And
what comes after PELL?

UNI DENTI FI ED: Al'l, all other...

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: All other, right.

UNI DENTI FI ED: Al'l other grants A...

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay so...

UNI DENTI FI ED: ..and then | oans are the,
are the final thing that are applied to tuition

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay but it’'s
troubling that we still have as |low as the tuition
is in conparison to others. It is a burden. And |
wonder, | haven’'t heard fromthe adm nistration

whet her in fact they enbrace the concept of going
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back to tuition free education. |I’'ve heard about
your prograns, your you know...Ch |lots of people
like that. | haven’'t heard whether or not you
enbrace that position. And | understand sone people
deal with the hard facts and...But I, | don’t put
[imts or boxes in certain situations. So | would
just like to know...and that’s one of the reasons
why I'’d love to talk to the new Chancell or. Because
if the mndset is that it, it can’t happen or won't
happen or it’s never going to happen that’ s what
you get. You know you get what you look for. So |'d
like to know what is the adm nistration’s position
on that?

VI CE CHANCELLOR SANCHEZ: Sure. Well
first of all we look forward to you having the
opportunity to neet with the new Chancel |l or and
hopeful ly...

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you.

VI CE CHANCELLOR SANCHEZ: .we’'ll be able
to do that soon. In ternms of tuition you know they,
the, the process that’'s in place now...And, and you
brought up a, a great...round about...that 60 percent
of our students attend tuition free now thanks to

PELL and TAP. And, and | think sonething that we
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all have to focus on together are student
advocates, the university itself, our, our partners
here at the city council have to hel p strengthen
t hose progranms, PELL and TAP for those need based
awards so that nore students can becone eligible
and that it extends for a greater nunber of
senesters that they currently do so that students
don’t drop out...of being eligible for financial
aid. Interns of free tuition there are many
students that conme from have fam |y inconmes that
can certainly afford, easily afford the CUNY
tuition. And so one thing to consider is that
making it free tuition would nake it free for those
folks as well. And I think fol ks that have the
ability to pay should pay. Folks that don’t have
the ability to pay are protected by PELL and TAP
but that 40 percent that is not tuition free, those
are the folks that we have to focus on to see which
ones still struggle and have any ability to pay and
maki ng sure that we internally through finding
efficiencies within our own operating budget |ike
we do with the student financial aid assistance
initiative...10 mllion dollars, doing nore

fundrai sing the way our canpuses are doi ng, having
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terrific nerit based schol arships |ike the academ c
achi evenent awards. | think having that partnership
for all these different conmponents will hel p cover
t hose students that are, that are still in need.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Well I, | think
that it’s a, society isn't, an entitlenent for
those in the society be, to be able to have free
tuition. Now | see education as going frompre-K
t hrough 20. You know we tal k about all the way
t hrough graduate school and beyond. | think that
t hose persons who can afford it are still entitled
just as we educate all of our residents for public
school education |’msure there are people who are,
who have their children in public school who can
afford private school but choose to put their
children in public school for the benefits that
they get there although there are many chal |l enges
with the public school system And I, | think it’s
an entitlenent that we have. And | think it’'s the
basis for the foundation of CUNY, the free acadeny.
Sol, I'll love to have further conversations wth
all of you. Because | only heard one person answer
as to whether or not we can get back to free

tuition. But I thank you for your testinony. | do
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have ot her questions but we are on the clock and
there are other panels that | want to...[crosstalKk]
respect their tine...[crosstal k] Thank you so nuch.
| put...off too right, okay. Thank you. The next
panel wi |l be students. And the nanes that | have
are Monica Seabrie [sp?], Anna Palo Wite [sp?] and
Mel i ssa Corenyo [sp?]. If they' re here, if they
woul d pl ease cone forward. If you d raise your
right hand 1'd like to swear you in. And we’'re on
the clock after this. Do you swear or affirmto
tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothi ng but
the truth in the testinony you provide today ad to
answer all questions posed by the commttee
honest | y?

[ crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you. Pl ease
gi ve your nanme. Yes we’'re on the clock, three
m nut e cl ock.

MONI CA SEABRI E: Good norni ng
Chai r person Barron and nmenbers of the Hi gher
Education Commttee. | am Monica Seabrie, a dreaner
with a triple major concentration in politica
science, international studies, and sociol ogy from

the College of Staten Island. | would like to start
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by showi ng you the financial support the dreaners
and | receive for college. Please take a | ook
around. That's, yes, that’'s correct. The type of
financial assistant we receive is equivalent to a
bl ank piece of paper. As an active del egate of the
university student senate | becane aware of the
| egalities obstructing us fromreceiving a stipends
and awardi ng the schol arships to dreaners. What |
seen in the...Scholarship Commttee, all those
neetings it breaks ny heart to know that we cannot
gi ve the schol arships to dreanmers when it is their
noney. And they are sonme of the nost hardworking,
dedi cat ed, and deserving students. This is
schol arshi p cone out of the student activity fees
that | and countless others pay for tuition that
reaches over 3,000 dollars per senester, our senior
col | eges whi ch does not include books, metro cards,
and ot her expenses. For the fear of deportation
many of us don’t have question why we cannot
receive any sort of financial support, even while
we pay taxes and tuition. In 1982 the US Suprene
Court in the case of Player vs. Doe rules that
known citizen children of undocunented imm grants

were legally entitled to an education from
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ki ndergarten through high school. However what
happens to those students after high school. Mny
qualified students mss out on the opportunity of
going to coll ege because legally we cannot receive
any type of federal aid, grants, | oans,
schol arshi ps, work study paynent, and a stipends
for our college education. In 2011 | never pictured
nysel f going to college yet | worked so hard to
pursue ny dreans. | worked for under five dollars
an hour for 70 hours a week. During ny freshman
year | was being charged out of state tuition and I
did not question it because | was, | was terrified
of being deported. But |I’m | ucky enough to step
foot through a CUNY institution because they have
provided nme with a secure positive environnent.
Each senmester | struggle to save noney for tuition
And | continue working hard whil e advocati ng
dreaners |ike ne to obtain a post-secondary
educati on and becone part of an educated work
force. W ask our city council to end this struggle
and fund the triple A scholarship so that many
dreaners |i ke nyself can afford postsecondary
education with a | essoned burden. According to Fall

2012 enroll ment data the percentage of first tine
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freshmans who were eligible for triple A
schol arship were greater for students with foreign
citizenship and thus were undocunented. | give
prom nence that based on the sane data of the
undocunented Fall 2012 first time full tine
freshman who were eligible 60 percent were fenal e
and 50 percent were pursuing bachelor’s degrees. |
am one of those 60 undocunented fenal es and one of
the 50 percent pursuing a bachel or degree. Yes
that’ s...work an i ndependent ...dependency we’re seen
as a burden to the state, as | eeches of the system
who try to get free benefits. Wiere are these so
call ed benefits? Paying three tines tuition, making
| ess than six dollars an hour, it’'s not a benefit,
and al though we strive to put our education first
the lack of financial support sonetines neans we
have to put it as last. This scholarship wll
W t hout a doubt hel p many dreaners |ike my, nyself
achi eve a postsecondary education. And on behal f of
them| strongly urge you to fund the triple A
schol arshi p. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you. Next

panel i st.
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ANNA PALO WHI TE: Hel | o honor abl e
Chai rworman Barron and all of our CUNY comunity and
t hose supporters of our CUNY, CUNY comunity. M
nanme is Anna Palo Wiite and | amgoing to, | amthe
nursi ng student association of New York state’s
president this year. So |’ m speaking on behal f of
Hunt er Bel | evi ew School of Nursing and al so Hunter
Col | ege. Havi ng been a student representative.
Today |’ m here in support of the academ c
achi evenent award because when, when you graduated
in 1967 as a physiology major the tuition was zero
chai rwoman. And as for a Hunter nursing student in
nmy senior college the tuitionis currently 6,480
dollars for in state tuition. Wien | graduate |
wi |l be lucky enough to graduate with 36 thousand
dollars in federal |oan debt for a four year
degree. This is ny tenth year in pursuing a nursing
degree. | began as a biochem stry degree and al so a
chem stry degree and | was unable to conplete it
because ny parents weren’t able to help nme during
the recession. It’s because | am |l ucky enough to
qualify for |oans and FAFSA because when | first
began school | qualified for New York State, New

York City poverty level. | entered Hunter Coll ege
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with a 4.0 in transfer and | averaged a 3.75 across
the schools that | had attended previously. And so
now havi ng work, have to work through school full,
full time in addition to trying to conti nue
achieving a 4.0 in order to get even into the
nursi ng school which is one of the nbst conpetitive
inthe city | am asking you reinstate what they
were requesting between 10 and 14 mllion to the
schol arship that was taken away for politica
reasons. And the reason we ask for that anmount is
because that was what was previously budgeted for
students |i ke sone of ny fell ow USS representatives
who had previously been on it and had it taken
away. So even that 400 dollars really nmakes a
di fference. Because for ne in the | ast year because
| was a biochemstry nmajor in order to apply for
FAFSA it was the only thing | qualified for with
all my chemstry classes. | was not allowed to be a
nursing student until | was in the nursing school.
So ny TAP was taken away for a senester which nmeans
that the books that cost ne between 200 to 500
dollars for all of ny science classes | was only
able to afford because Hunter Coll ege gave ne a

private schol arship of 600 dollars a senester
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Those ki nd of expenses we don't really take into
consideration. In addition to the transportation
needs of students. So the couple of things | wanted
to say about the academ c achi evenent award is that
our schol arshi ps cone out of an endowrent and
that’s, if it’s irresponsi bly nmanaged and we can
expect up to a 40 percent | oss on at | east eight
mllion dollars invested in fossil fuel that would
require the council to supplenent within the next
year by at least 3.2 million dollars to continue
serving the current popul ati ons of students.
Val | one schol arshi p reci pi ents who, who entered as
baccal aureate degree prograns as first tine
freshman had earned a degree, 59 percent had earned
a degree within four years whereas Hunter Coll ege
four years is only 19 percent.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you.

ANNA PALO WHI TE: Thank you.

MELI SSA CORENYO Hel | o everyone.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Hi .

MELI SSA CORENYO My nanme is Melissa
Corenyo. | ama senior at Lehman Col | ege and the
Vice President of External Affairs in Student

Governnent and a del egate fromthe USS. Wen |
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began ny col |l ege career at Ki ngsborough Comunity
College in the fall of 2010 | was one of the | ast
reci pients of the Vallone Schol arship that was
revoked by city council in 2011. | received the
schol arship for one senmester. And it was very
hel pful in allowing nme to secure books for ny
classes. | amin a, | amanong the students that
receive full financial aid which covers ny tuition
But the 700 dollars | receive a senmester does not
cover all my expenses | have to nmake in order to be
a successful student. | live in District 34 in
Br ookl yn, Bushwi ck. | attend college full tinme and
work as a peer nentor part tinme at Lehman in the
Bronx. | have to work because it’s the only way I
can make ends neet for ny famly and I. | have to
cover ny travel, 112 dollars a nonth for netrocard.
That’s the only way | can get to school. My
expenses which are, which are ny phone bill and
al so hel ping ny parents pay the bill around the
house. And we can’t forget about those, those
really expensive science books especially if you
are a science mgjor. My father becane disabled in
2007 from a stroke and open heart surgery two years

ago during ny spring senester which neans that |
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had to start working at age 15 and have conti nued
to work throughout ny coll ege years. My nother and
| are the only ones working at hone. | have no
choice. | believe that if the AAA schol arship, or
the Peter Vall one Scholarship as it was called
before was available at that time it would have
hel ped ne financially and as well as this nonent.

Li ke your coll eague Maria del Carnen Arroyo who
graduated in 1991 from Lehman with a bachelor’s in
heal th services admnistration | too conme froma
famly with | ow neans. But the key difference is
that she was a full tine student at Lehman and paid
only 1,225 a year for tuition whereas tuition is
currently 6,030 dollars at senior colleges, a

di fference of 4,805 dollars. And not to nention MIA
fare was only 125 in the days she attended Lehnman,
150 percent lower than it is today. According to
two, 2012 fall enrollnent data two thirds of
students who were eligible to receive the AAA

schol arshi p have annual incone | ess than 20, 000
like myself. This scholarship wll help hardworking
students who have made sacrifices to attend schoo
and to do their part to be successful just like

every single one of you did when you went to
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college and like | amcurrently doing. It is the
reason why |’ m here today, not only to speak for
nysel f but for, but for also for those CUNY
students and soon to be CUNY students who do great
in school and who are still struggling financially
in college we need this scholarship. Cty counci
we have done our part today and nowit’'s tine for
you to do yours and inplenent the academ c
achi evenent award. Thank you very nuch

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you. Thank
you. I'mreally very pleased at how nany student,
CUNY students are here today to participate. Wen
we decided on this topic we thought we woul d have
good attendance but this is really very inpressive.
And it, it lets everyone know how concerned you are
about the burdens that you're facing in terns of
trying to get through school. And we thank you for
your testinony highlighting the other pieces of an
education, not just tuition but all of the other
factors are intend, not just the tuition and fees
but th3e living expenses, transportation, books,
500 dollars for a book...

ANNA PALO WHI TE: Sone of the books are

just 200 dollars but when you add up...
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CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Just 200?

ANNA PALO VHI TE: ..add up all the books
that you need to get you have anywhere between
three to five a senmester so...

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: That’s, that’s...
truly burdensonme. And as it says, as soneone had
said previously they just change the pictures. And,
and we did have the previous year there was a, a
panel on text books. So we will have a further
exam nation of that going forward.

ANNA PALO WHI TE: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: ..l ooki ng at that
cost. But we thank you for your testinony. And if
you have a witten copy we' d appreciate it. If you
can get it to us.

ANNA PALO VHITE: | can get that to you
actually, didn't bring one today sorry.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Good, thank you
we' d appreciate it. Thank you so nmuch. And we’'re
going to nove onto our next panel which is...

[ pause]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay we’'re now
going to hear fromthe comunity coll eges. Leda

Ranos [sp?] [crosstal k] Dario Poralta [sp?], Dario
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Poral ta, Dom ngo Estevez [sp?], and Isnmael Sharif
[sp?]. kay, so we’'re going to start. Hello, hello.
Oh, isit..OCh, | didn't realize that there was an
overflow roomthat’'s filled...wonderful. d ad that
that’s happening, glad that it’s happening. Ckay.
If you d all raise your right hand. Ch there’'s a,
there’s a four person okay. Thank you. Do you swear
or affirmto tell the truth, the whole truth, and
not hing but the truth in your testinony you provide
today and to answer all the questions posed by the
commttee truthfully?

[ crosstal k]

LEDA RAMOS: Good Evening. My nane is
Leda Ranpbs. |'’ma recent graduate of Queens Borough
Conmunity College and | will be continuing ny
education at Baroo [sp?] College in the fall. I’'m
al so a del egate for University Student Senate and
the former Executive Vice President of Student
Governnent for Queens Borough Community Col |l ege.
The Val | one Schol arship was elimnated in 2011. |
began college in early 2011. This was a schol arship
that could have nmade a really big inpact on ny
col |l ege education as an immgrant student. Being

the first personinnmy famly to ever attend
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col |l ege was very exciting. However it did not seem
feasi ble since there was no way that | could afford
it. The aid that | did receive barely covered one
t ext book per senester. Luckily | found a great
program cal l ed the ASAT program And thanks to this
type of programl was able to start college only a
year right after graduating high school. What about
the 15 thousand students who benefit, who benefited
fromthis scholarship before? | actually knew a | ot
of them personal friends of mne and I, |
wi t nessed the struggle they went through when it
was elimnated in 2011. For nost of us that are
transitioning fromcomunity coll eges to senior,
four year colleges, many of you knowit’'s a very
tedi ous process. It is much nore conpetitive in a
four year college and there are so many ot her
things to consider on a bigger scale such as
transportation, food, cost of living, these are al
t hings that have increased within the |ast years
and have nmade it harder for students to be able to
pursue their education. |nplenenting the academ c
achi evenent award will be a |ot of hard work. But
the fruits of its labor will be prolific. Just | ook

at the evidence. The Vallone Schol arship recipients
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who entered associate degree prograns as first tine
freshman in 2008 had a one year retention rates of
86.9 percent conpared to the 68 percent of overal
CUNY full time freshman that enter that sanme year
Nunmbers do not lie and the effect of this
schol arship on our students was very clear. | am
here to testify not only on behalf of nyself but on
behal f of my younger brother who will be starting
coll ege soon. O the many first generation
i mm grant students who believe they cannot go to
col | ege because of their status and of every CUNY
student who wants to pursue their education but are
struggling to find the nmeans to do so. | urge the
council to take all of this information and use it
to inplenment the academ c achi evenent award. Thank
you for your tine.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you. Next
panel i st.

DARI O PORALTA: Good afternoon. My name
is Doria Poralta. I amthe current president of the
student governnent association...And Chair | nust
say that you |l ook radiant with those colors. Those
are the, the colors fromny college, orange and

bl ue...
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CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you.

DARI O PORALTA: So | take a lot of pride
in that.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: And part of ny
reason for wearing ny African attire is to keep the
plight of a 300 Nigerian girls in the forefront so
that we don't forget. Thank you.

DARI O PORALTA: Respect. As one of the
previ ous speakers stated one third of eligible
students are born outside of the US and 38 percent
of those born in the US had parents that were born
outside of the US. I, nyself am part of those
eligible students that were born outside of the US
who al so had ny parents born outside of the US. |
am Hispanic. | amfrom..and ny parents brought ne
to the United States when | was 10 years old. |
faced many difficulties and chall enges as an
undocunent ed person and even many nore to struggle
wi th as an undocunented student. \Wen | graduated
hi gh school | was not really |ooking forward to
applying to college. | was, | always had the dream
to go to college and get a degree and hopefully one
day beconme a doctor but |I knew that | would have to

face many hardships in college. As an undocunented
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student | used to worry that one day nmy parents
won’ t make enough noney to pay for ny tuition.
Every senester gets nore expensive and as a science
major it’s not only the tuition that I worry about
but the text books as well. Every senester | need
around 700 dollars’ worth of text books and |ab
manual s. Undocunented students are choosing to
attend conmunity col l ege or sonetines to attend for
financial reasons they don’'t attend college at all.
Conmunity college’s tuition is cheaper than four
year colleges. There is very little and limted
hel p t hat undocunented students are avail able for
to receive in college. Myst of the help, actually
it’s just merit awards which is pretty small; asa
[sp?], PELL, TAP, CUNY schol arshi ps, ALTA [sp?]
schol arships, all of themrequire the participant
to be citizen. In ny college only about 10 percent
of students graduate within the expectant tine of
graduation. The rest many of the...take | onger
because they did not make enough noney to pay to be
in college as a full time student. | have been
grateful that so far nmy parents have been able to
make just enough to allow ne to be a full tine

student and allow ne to give back to the conmunity
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that has supported nme and to the institution that
provides with an education at a price. Triple A
wi |l help students |ike me who cannot receive any
financial aid while being an academ c achi ever and
being so involved in the coll ege by hel pi ng ot her
students. Every year | notice the sane students
applying to the sanme schol arships while at the sane
time see other struggles to pay for the student
activity fee and transportation, both of them which
will increase with the next year. CUNY raising
tuition price for the fall senester and the MIA
increasing their fares by 2015. It is very
difficult for, it is very difficult being
undocunent ed student who may sonetinmes feel with no
voi ce, no representation especially when there is
very little help being offered that they may be
eligible for. So | urge you to please support this.
Thank you

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you. Next.

| SMAEL SHARI F: Hel l 0. Good norning. My
name is...[ crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Hel | o.

| SMAEL SHARI F: Sharif. Hunter Coll ege,

nmenber of the NYPIRG Board of Directors New York
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Public Interest Research G oup. W re here, we
appreci ate the opportunity to provide NYPIRG s
perspective on the nerit base, need base

schol arshi ps that you’'re tal ki ng about today.
NYPIRG is New York state’ s | argest student directed
nonparti san research and advocacy organi zati on.
Through NYPI RG CUNY students are enpowered to

i npact policy decisions on issues that affect us

i ncl udi ng deci si ons about funding for public higher
education and financial aid which is what we're
here for today. W’ re going to hop on many of the
sanme things that people have al ready spoken about
previous to nme getting here and we’re fully in
support of the council proposal as outlined in the
city council’s response to the mayor’s 2015
prelimnary budget to invest 10.9 million to create
t he academ c achi evenent award. This | ong overdue
nerit based programw || provide sone of New York’s
achi evenent ...city’ s best and brightest students
help in offsetting the rising cost of associated
with attending coll ege. Undocunented youth are
currently ineligible for any federal state
financial aid and that woul d encourage access to

col | ege and successful, success thereafter. Triple
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A woul d be one of the few prograns that woul d be
avai | abl e to undocunent New Yorkers who went on to
attend CUNY schools. The Vall one schol arshi p which
was New York City's only nerit based higher
education scholarship award at the tinme was then
the only avenue for qualifying New York’s, New York
City Public H gh, H gh School undocunented students
to receive any financial aid to help in attending
CUNY schools. Even though CUNY was faced with
rising costs the Vallone Schol arshi p was def unded
in 2011. This was a huge blow to the 14 thousand
students who | ost their schol arships, threatened
access, threatening access to higher education from
sonme of the, to the city’s higher best and
brightest. CUNY students responded with a cl ear

voi ce. 14 thousand students signed a petition to
demand restoration. W were overjoyed when the
counci|l responded to those students with the
academ c achi evenent award. Let’s tal k about need
based financial aid also. The safety net

schol arshi ps for CUNY students was defunded in
2009. The program was designed to aid college
students during tinmes of significant financial

need. Today our students face econom c hardship
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that may be difficult to overcone on their own. The
council can do nore to help CUNY's nost vul nerable
students. While many CUNY students received the
federal PELL grant and state tuition assistance
program award to hel p them pay for college not al
students will, who need aid have access to these
prograns. Thousands of | ow incone students such as
undocunented and part tine students either do, do
not qualify for TAP CUNY needs a, CUY needs a
council funded financial aid programto help
students with their education costs and fill the
gaps left by TAP. W urge the council to invest
five mllion into a need based financial aid
program In closing NYPIRG appreciates your efforts
to hel p ensure affordable, accessible, and a high
guality at public, higher education for CUNY
students. We | ook forward to working with you to
ensure that all need, needy college students are
provided with assistance that they need. Thank you
for providing, providing us with the opportunity to
share our thoughts. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay and next

presenter.
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DOM NGO ESTEVEZ: Well 1'm going to keep
it short because a |l ot of ny sentinment has been
shared with ny brothers and sisters here when they
came to the, to the stage. Good norning Chairperson
Barron and everyone here today, hope all is well.
My name is Domingo Estevez. I’mthe Vice Chair of
Community Coll eges and |’ m al so the President of
the Student Governnent in the...Community Coll ege,
al so graduated this senester, finally done with
community coll eges, going on to city coll ege.
Triple Ais something USS cane together to help
students who excel academically. Personally going
to community coll eges and understandi ng the need
for extra resources as a student who attends a
commut er school is a nust. | personally woul d not
benefit fromtriple A because | did not graduate
from high school. | got ny GED. Yet a |lot of ny
peers who did and work day and ni ght work, work
hard during the day and go to school at night would
need that, that extra assistance and, to help them
in their journey to, to pursue a college education.
It’s not to...how could I say this. It’s not, it’s
not going to help everybody but being a student you

understand that everybody, it takes tinme to help
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everybody. That’s sonething | |earned in student
governnment. It’s not something that happens

overni ght. But the people we could help is just
anot her story that could be added to, to, to the
book saying well nowit’s tinme for us to help
sonebody el se you know. So I, I, I, | see it as an
opportunity to help those, those incom ng freshmans
who are not able to, to, to get the sane benefits
we did while we were in college but it would help
out approximtely 41 percent of incom ng freshmans
which is equal to about 13,486 full time students.
And that is sonething that is better than saying
we’' re not hel pi ng anybody. An institution where
nmore than 200 thousand matriculated in an
institution that it has nore than 200 thousand

mat ri cul ated student. As a student | feel for ny
peers and | am deeply saddened when a snall
striving intellectual has a, has to drop out of
school to work because he or she does not have the
hel p or the luxury of dedicating his or her self to
be a full tinme student as other students do or are
able to live in an 18 thousand dollar hone off the
back of poor students. Al | want to say is triple

A m ght not help everyone in need but it does help
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students and that’s a start. And when we, and we
can begin the convo now of creating a safety net
for all students in New York and set an exanpl e
countrywi de that it doesn’t, that New York doesn’t
only invest in the students but it also listens to
t hem Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you very nuch
for your testinony. And I'’mglad that you raised
that point, that you would not have been eligible
because you didn’t graduate froma New York City
H gh School. And | hadn’t been aware of that, that
those who attained a GED are not eligible. So did
you attend high school at all during the tinme that...

DOM NGO ESTEVEZ: Yeah.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: ..in a New York City
school ?

DOM NGO ESTEVEZ: Yeah | did attend high
school but ...

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: I n New York City?

DOM NGO ESTEVEZ: Yeah. But | wasn’'t
focused at the tine so |, | ended up dropping out
at 16.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: So that m ght be

sonmething for us to ook at as well as we're
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formng this policy that those who at one point
were enrolled in a New York Cty high school and
subsequently obtained a GED which is even harder to
do now than it was in the past year that they m ght
al so be considered. Because there are |ots of
reasons that students drop out of high school.

DOM NGO ESTEVEZ: But | al so woul dn’t
have had the, the grade requirenent either. My GPA
was |ike under a 60 |1 think it was.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: So at the tine that
you left it was not...

DOM NGO ESTEVEZ: Yeah, yeah...

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay. Gkay. But
it’s, I still think it’s a consideration for those
who m ght have dropped out for other reasons, you
know personal fam |y reasons and who had t he GPA
that woul d be required...

DOM NGO ESTEVEZ: Yeah.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: ..and then
subsequently attained a GED. So that’s sonet hing
that 1’mgoing to look at to see how we could
i nclude that and not elimnate those persons who
said well I've left the formal, formalized system

but | understand education’s inportant and I want
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to get that degree so | think that, | think that’s
somet hi ng you shoul d | ook at.

DOM NGO ESTEVEZ: Thank you

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: |’ m gl ad you rai sed
it. And you had nentioned the fact that the safety
net was defunded?

| SMAEL SHARI F: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: And, and, and CUNY
in their presentation tal ks about the prograns that
t hey have now. So do you feel that they re not
adequate or...

| SMAEL SHARI F: Well for one the triple
A scholarship as it stands we're definitely going
to need that in order to nove forward. As for the,
what CUNY has to offer for us, they have made
several strides in allowi ng students to remain in
coll ege so forth and so on but there’s a huge
funding gap that’s necessary to be filled in for us

to essentially remain in college. Even with what

they have offered it’s still sonme noney left that’s
going to still have to be funded in. Like the, the
anounts |I’mnot sure, | don’'t have them off hand

but they weren’t full tuition for students that
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particularly needed it at the tinme that they were
goi ng through i mense financial difficulties.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: So you're not
saying that they don't exist but that...

| SMAEL SHARI F: They’'re, they’re,

they' re...

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: ..they're...

| SMAEL SHARI F: ..i nadequat e.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: ..they're
i nadequat e.

| SMAEL SHARI F:  Yeah.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay, alright.
Geat. Wll | thank you all. I wsh you all the

best as you continue in your college career and
not hi ng but success even though it nay be a little
| onger we’'re going to help you hopefully by a | east
di m ni shing some of the costs as you work towards

t hose degrees. Thank you. And our |ast panel and
we're going to finish just about on tine. Panel
nunber six are representatives fromPSC. W’ re
going to have Barbara Bowen who's the president of
PSC and we’re going to have Artoni o [ phonetic], no.
Arthurian, Arthurian Dasola [sp?]. If you would

rai se whatever hand is convenient for you to raise.
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Do you swear or affirmto tell the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth in the testinony
you provi de today and to answer all questions posed
by the commttee honestly? Thank you.

BARBARA BOVEN: Good afternoon.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Good aft er noon.

BARBARA BOVEN: the chairman
chai rperson Barron. Good afternoon to the council,
the coomittee, and especially good afternoon to
students. It’s really nice to be in a roomfull of
students. | haven't been teaching for a while and
it’s making me thing oh, let’s just turn this into
a classroom | nean this, this is a great nonent so
forgive me if | start bursting out and teaching.
It’s a, a real pleasure to be here, to be here with
nmy col | eague the Secretary of the Union Arthurian
Dasola. And | speak on behalf of the 27 thousand
faculty and staff of CUNY represented by the
prof essional staff congress the union. And we al so
stand for the students we have the opportunity and
the honor of serving. W thank you Chairperson
Barron you recently delivered a letter to the
speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito endorsed by 24 other

council menbers calling for two new counci
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initiatives, 10 mllion dollars to support 100 new
full time positions at CUNY and five mllion
dollars to start the work on creating a needs based
financial aid fund for CUNY. CUNY is radically
understaffed and radi cally underfunded and too many
of the university s students and potential students
are ill-served by the current system of state and
financial aid enacting the two initiatives that you
raised and I don’t want to forget the, the 10
mllion dollars we proposed and, and you have so
strongly advanced for 100 new positions. | know the
budget negotiations are going on now. So we call on
you to stand firmfor those and also to stand up
for a needs based schol arship. The real solution to
the financial aid problemat CUNY is to restore
free tuition. From 1847 to 1976 CUNY was free. And
for many years students even received an additiona
stipend to cover the cost of books and
transportation. The city maintained a conmtnent to
free tuition during the civil war, two world wars,
and the great depression. The commtnent faltered
only when the introduction of open adm ssions was
followed by the city’'s 1975 fiscal crisis and CUNY

in 1976 took a hit far out of proportion to its
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share of the budget. | think it’s right to concl ude
that there were race and class politics involved in
that cut. Now community coll eges at CUNY cost 4,500
a year yet 65 percent of community coll ege students
have annual househol d i nconmes | ess than 30 thousand
dollars. The best way to nmaintain the historic
defining conmtnent to providing access to coll ege
for the children of the whol e people as CUNY' s
foundi ng statenment announces would be to restore
CUNY to free tuition. In fact only yesterday the
chronicl e of higher education featured as its first
article the surge of national interest in proposals
to make college free. And it illustrated the
article wwth a photograph of CUNY students
protesting when the tuition was going to go up.
There’s an announcenent | believe today by a new
coalition on a plan for national free college and
they, college history that they studied in
devel oping their plan was CUNY. I'd like to just
t ake another second since |’ m speaki ng on behal f of
the whol e union and Arthurian |’mgoing to take
that tinme if you don't mnd. Utimtely we’'d like
to work with the council on the idea of free

tuition and it’s less out of reach than it may
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appear once you bundle all the other financial aid
that’s going there. But today we’'re going to
concentrate on the financial needs of our students
and the critical inportance of needs based

schol arshi ps. W support the Council’s interest in
reestablishing a nmerit based schol arship, the
academ c achievenent award if it is created
together with a needs based financial aid
initiative. The PSC is the union representing the
faculty has a bedrock interest in supporting
student achi evenent. We appl aud students |ike those
who’ ve spoken today, such courageous students as
the dreaners who are able to nmaintain high academ c
standards and who strive to excel academ cally.
There is nothing |like seeing a student take off
intellectually when exposed to quantum psychics or
nmedi eval phil osophy, or fem nist theory. As
teachers we |ove to see students thrilled to

|l earning and we are conmitted to seeing them do
well. The triple A scholarship would reward ful
time students at CUNY who maintain a B average with
400 dollars in scholarship aid per senester or 800
a year. This is a nodest but nuch appreciated

amount of aid for the 13,500 students who are
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expected to qualify. Many of this qualifying

students will cone from | ow and npderate i ncone
famlies. 400 a senester will nmake a rea
difference for them Sone will be |l ow incone and

undocunent ed students. They won’t be barred from
receiving this schol arship unl ess ot her provisions
are put in. There will also be students w thout
financi al need who receive the award, students who
wor ked hard to achieve their goals. But there are
serious limtations to a nerit based schol arshi p.
And the city council has a history of recognizing
the inportance of supporting students according to
their need. And we heard that first thing this
norni ng by former Council Menber Barron. Until
recently when funds were cut for the council’s
initiatives the council was able to devel op and
fund a strictly need based schol arship for
undergraduates. Wthout restriction on its use in
any part of the university, without restriction on
where one graduated from..too...respond to your
previous question. Now is the political nonent to
revive that inportant program The eyes of the city
are focused on the upcom ng budget and Mayor de

Bl asi 0 has pronpted us to see CUNY as a lynch pin
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of the programto reduce econom c inequality.
W thout a needs based schol arship sone of the
nonment um for that change nay be | ost. The proposed
triple A scholarship will not help part tine CUNY
students nor will it provide enough aid to
undocunent ed students or working poor independent
students to that they can study full tinme and
progress to graduation. And the |arge nunber of
students who enter CUNY with remedi al needs may not
necessarily have B grade point averages even though
t hey woul d benefit fromthe aid and woul d hel p them
to work outside |less and study nore. The PSE
believes strongly that the council should set aside
at least five mllion dollars, a very nodest anount
interns of the entire city budget 74 billion...5
mllion for need based financial aid to be
distributed by CUNY to those for whomit wll nake
a real difference in their ability to go to school
Fi nancial aid offices at CUNY could target this aid
directly to where the nost need exists as they did
under the now defunded safety net financial aid
programinitiated by the council a decade ago. CQur
witten testinony contains nore informtion about

the specific needs of the students. But | want to
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cl ose by thanking the council for their advocacy,

t hanki ng Chai rperson Barron and urging us this year
to conbine the ideas of nmerit in a scholarship
which is a very powerful idea. As a faculty nmenber
how coul d | be opposed to that. I, but I think we
need to conbine that with the idea of needs based.
There are so many students who for very legitimte
reasons will slip out of that B average or nmay be
able to access nore noney than the 400 or 800 in
the very inportant triple A scholarship. So we urge
you to return to that very strong inmpul se which
conbi ned need and nerit and then work together with
us to wipe it all, all the need for it away and
replace that with free tuition. Thank you very
nmuch.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you. Next
panel i st.

BARBARA BOVEN: W shared the, the
testinony. So Ms. Dasola is also available to
answer questions...

CHAI RPRSON BARRON: Ckay.

BARBARA BOVEN: ..and woul d be very good
resource as a long tine councilor for students at

CUNY before she gave her services to the union.
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CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ch, thank you
W’ ve been joined by Council Menber Cabrera and he
does have a question or two that he would like to
ask.

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: Al ri ght thank
you so nuch Madam Chair. Thank you for bringing
this inportant topic into our conmttee. And al so
want to thank the CUNY faculty. Oten I, |
encour age young people, I'’ma pastor also of a
church so you know | deal a lot with young people.

| always tell themto go to CUNY and part of the

bi g reason is because of the faculty for, you know

we have a five star faculty that, with many nmany
recognitions in accol ade. For a second | thought I
was in church. | saw everybody going like this you
know.

[l aughter]

COUCNI L MEMBER CABRERA: But what |, you

know | get that indeed it’s a form of clapping here

and, and it really...on what you' re saying. | do
want to address one question. Because you know I
sat down in this conmttee now for four years and
it was a pleasure to be and always to be in this

commttee. Always asked to be in this commttee.
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But ny question to you is for, in order to have
free tuition for all the students we don’t want to
tap into the faculty salary because we want to draw
the best faculty, CUNY is already strapped right so
woul d you say that this really is incunbent upon
the state to, to cone through and to give us the
fundi ng that we need? Because CUNY cannot do the
job they’' re supposed to do. Faculty, obviously
we're not going to draw the best faculty if we
don’t have the funding. But | nean, at the end of
the day would you say that it cones down to the
state really being serious about putting out the
funding that we need in order to make this a
reality?

BARBARA BOVEN:. Ckay. Thank you for the
guestion. To restore free tuition at CUNY | think
we’'d need to sit down and nmake a plan that involves
the state, the city, and even the federal |evel
because there are PELL grants now going into CUNY
and | ook at the total of aid that cones in now and
how, what sources there mght be in the public
sector to replace the bal ance because there’'s
already aid conming in. And the plan would be, not

at all to reduce the overall funding for CUNY. That
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is not, that is not our call when we say we think
that the horizon...and it may not be such a far
hori zon...could be to think about free tuition. But
it, absolutely we support your view that any
proposal for free tuition should not be about
di m ni shing the overall funding of CUNY. And yes
absolutely the state funding for CUNY has dropped
by 30 percent in the, since 1990 and the city
funding for CUNY has al so dropped. | can give you
our list, our static, static, |I’msorry our bookl et
here that |lays out for you the changes in the
tuition proportion of CUNY's total funding vis-a-
vis the state and the city. And you'll see a
dramatic drop in that funding. So yes our cal
woul d be for the state to step up and stop
defundi ng CUNY but start increasing the funding for
CUNY, also the city to take a major step in
i ncreasi ng fundi ng. The mayor has taken a major
step this year by adding nearly 20 mllion dollars
in funding for stemfields at CUNY. He has nade the
proposal to bring that all the way up to 150
mllion dollars extra. That’'s a very powerful
proposal and we strongly support that. But | think

the real solution is to restore the public funding




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON H GHER EDUCATI ON 121

whi ch has been systematically drained from CUNY.
And not to weigh the funding for, or to cut funding
for faculty to provide additional funding for
students. That will, that’s a way to dim nish and
hurt the institution so that would never be our
proposal .

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: | agree. And,
and what’s the real gap then? What would it take
in, internms fromthe anal ysis that you..
[crosstal k] as a union, what’s the real nunber?

BARBARA BOVEN: |, | don’t, we don’'t
have enough information at this point to know
exactly what that nunber would be. But | would | ove
to work with the council on that. And | see one of
CUNY’' s representatives here, and we had earlier
ones today. | think it’s worth at |east know ng
what that gap is before we think about whether we
could have a vision of returning to free tuition
It mght be a nonent that we can think about that
since that’s on the horizon nationally. And we’'d
love to work with the council to devel op what the
actual nunbers are. We've heard different ones
t hrough the years, | know you have Council Menber

Barron, and | know CUNY's heard different ones
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t hrough the years. I'd like to really do the
nunbers and find out what that nunmber woul d be that
woul d replace the current tuition wthout
di m ni shing the funds for the university.

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: And in closing
let nme just say that what |, what I, in nmy |line of
question | don’t want, | don’'t want faculty, I
don’t want the responsibility to fall on faculty. |
some ways the sane with CUNY it really, to be
honest with you, it falls on us elected officials.
Because at the end of the day if we are going to
be, have an effective systemwe have to, and of
course we want to...of, of this funding but at the
end of the day we cannot ask, just like an arny to
do their job if we don’t give themthe funding to
do what they’'re supposed to do. The sane thing, if
we are going to march forward we have to give the
resources that they need in, in order to effective.
Madam Chair thank you so nuch. As always it’'s a
pl easure to be here with you.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you Counci
Menber. We want to thank the...You have anot her

coment ?
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ARTHURI AN DASOLA: Yeah, just want to
nmake a comment with regard to the issue of that
gap. W've heard this, we’ve heard this norning the
i npact of that gap. | really believe that we should
have a free CUNY.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON:  Mm hnm

ARTHURI AN DASOLA: | mssed it by one
year.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: (h...

ARTHURI AN DASOLA: | missed it by one
year. But the gap inpacts on our students, it
inpacts in ternms of graduation rates. Because our
students are not flunking out, they are stopping
out .

CHAI RPERSON BARRON:  Mm hnm

ARTHURI AN DASOLA: It extends their tinme
at the university. It also inpacts as a counsel or
where, with over 35 years of experience | have seen
students over the years because of that gap
determ ne their choice of major. And that’s
significant. That is trenendously significant. |’ ve
seen students who woul d have been excellent science
maj ors, excellent students in fields of allied

heal th. Once they do their research they say M.
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Dasola | can't afford this, |I have to choose a
different mgjor. And that’s di sappointing. There's
a whol e host of students. We nentioned it this
norning with regard to part tinme students. Part
time students do not get the sane type of aid if
any aid at all. Those students their graduation
rates are taking themfive, six, seven years. W
al so, we didn’'t speak about students exist in a
context. A context in terns of famly.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON:  Mm hmm

ARTHURI AN DASOLA: CUNY i s now sayi ng
you know it’s, it’s, it’s not that expensive to
come to CUNY. It is expensive. It’s expensive for
to conme to CUNY if you can't afford it. And that
gap i ncludes books, tuition, transportation, |unch...
There is, in the brochure that President Bowen
tal ked about, we have a chart that tal ks about food
insecurity. Being on a canmpus to see students...when
we have, when students are participating in let’s
say clubs and if that club is going to have let’s
say food the anobunt of students, the word goes out.
The word goes out. So, many, many of our students |
woul dn’t say...

[l aught er]
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CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Everybody’ s hands
are up on that one.

ARTHURI AN DASOLA: Many of our students,
they work very very hard. They're strong students,
but over the years | have seen students stop out
nore than | would like to see. | was a nursing
advisor. As a nursing advisor it’'s a very
chal I engi ng major. W have a significant nunber of,
of nunber of students who stepped up to the plate
and in their second and third year they had to stop
out. They had to stop out because of economc
reasons. So | would just say that | would like to
see going forward that we do have this conversation
of having a free CUNY. | think it’s essentia
because it inpacts on the city, because going
forward we are having, we’ re now having, |’ m seeing
a drain of human capital. Students who woul d make
the grade and woul d nake a significant contribution

to this city are being denied that opportunity. So

going forward I hope we will have that
conversation. | would like to see a free CUNY and |
think it can, | believe it can happen. Thank you.

BARBARA BOVEN: And if | could just say

Madam Chair while we do the work on thinking about
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a free CUNY we nust do a needs based scholarship in
addition to the achi evenment based schol arshi p.
They' re just, as Arthurian said there are just too
many students who are not captured by an

achi evenent based schol arship. W nust reward

achi evenent and | |ove the idea that students cane
out with that, thought thenselves to reward

achi evenent. But as you know there are ways that
many many deserving students could fall short of

t he achi evenent marker or even for one senester so
| urge you to nmake it a priority now to include
needs based fell owship or schol arship noney al ong
wi th the achi evenent base noney. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay. kay, we want
to thank you for your testinony. And as we concl ude
this hearing I want to thank all of you. You can
give yourself a big round of appl ause for your
participation. You' ve done a great job, great job.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: And | just have to
say that unfortunately the state passed the
| egi slation which allowed the trustees to inpose
the increase of 300 dollars every year and they

tried to, you know we have to be careful with
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words. They called it the rational tuition policy.
There’s nothing rational about requiring an

addi tional 300 dollars every year. It’s predictable
but it’s not rational to say that you have to. It
doesn’t take into account econom c inpacts that may
come during that time. So it’s not rational. The
second thing I would say to all of you who are here
is that you have power, students have power. When
you cone together in an organized fashion with a
specific target...And I rem nd everyone that when

t he high school students said no, we’'re not going
to allow the state to take away our netro cards to
get to school they organi zed, they protested, and
within two nonths state | egislators were called
back to Albany and told listen, fix that, change
that, take it out. You have that power, you have
that ability when you cone together as an organized
body and plan what it is and nake your denands

cl ear and focused. So | woul d encourage you to do
that. I will be there with you as you wage those
battles. And the other thing | would say is be
careful. Because they’ ve gotten through with their
so called rational tuition policy and they' re stil

lurking the differential tuition that they want to
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i npose so that the schools that have the nedica
prograns and what they call the nore higher,
hi gher, because of the |abs and things that are
required at a greater fee they won’t to inpose a
differential tuition at that school, at those
schools. It’'s still lurking. Don’t let it sneak up
on us and we’'re unprepared for it. Because things
don’t really die in Albany. They go into a little
state of hiatus but then they cone back. So I
encourage you and want to ask all of you to study
hard, do the best you can. | know that you’ve got
| ots of obstacles but it’s worth it. You' re
bettering yourselves, you' re inproving your own
conditions, and you're making a greater
contribution to society. So | want to thank you for
com ng, urge you to stay in touch. And we | ook
forward to the battle because the battle is a
strenuous one but we can be victorious as we stay
t oget her. Thank you.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: W' re adj our ned.

[ gavel ]
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