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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 4
SPEAKER MARK-VIVERI TGO | think we are
going to start cerenonial s.
(background noi se/tal ki ng)
Ckay. So, we have three cerenonials.
So, we can try to get started. | want to...the
first one today, is Helen Rosenthal, that is
issuing a proclamation to the Martin Luther King
H gh School soccer team..
(cheers)
..on Wi nning. Ww, they have won the
Cty chanpionship fifteen tinmes. Ww, that’s
amazi ng. So, congratul ations to everyone. Wl cone
to the Chanbers. Has anyone been in the Chanbers
bef ore?
(unidentified replies)
Really? Alright. Now, another
question | always ask young peopl e; how many of you
know who your Council Menber is?
(unidentified replies)
Ri ght? Coach? You’ ve got honmeworKk.
You’ ve got homework for them You to our website,
and you go to our council.nyc.gov website, there is
a button that says find ny council nenber. And,

you plug in your address of where you live, and you




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 5
are going to get a photo, of someone that | ooks
i ke Helen, or Andy, or ne, or Margaret, whoever
your council nenber is. So, we need you guys to
know, it’s really inportant that you understand who
your representatives are because we are nmaking big
deci sions on your behalf. So, with that, | wll
pass the m ke onto our coll eague, Council Menber,
Hel en Rosent hal .

ROSENTHAL: Thank you, so nuch
Melissa. And, thanks for reiterating the point |
just made to them And, | challenged the freshmen
and the sophonores, and the juniors to cone back
next year and to know who their council nenbers
are.

So, | want to...| want to give this
proclamation to you guys, today. And, in the
spirit of coach Jake, who is going to conme up here
to receive this proclamation...uh, do | have tinme to
read this?

(unidentified reply): They are going to
read it.
ROSENTHAL : Oh, they're going to read

it. Oh. The derk reads...
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 6
.(cross talk)l’"msorry. You know, you

guys shoul d know. You have been in high school for
i ke four years, | have been in the Council for
four nonths. So, | amjust |earning howto do al
these things. So, the proclamation is going to be
read. But, | want you to know t hat speaking as
sonmebody who, uh.., who...um would never participate
in high school sports, | want you to know how nuch
| admire your stepping up and participating in
sports. It’s the single nost inportant thing you
coul d be doing after reading, of course, and after
know ng who your city council person is...
(interruption)

.lt’s Andy? Yeah, okay. \Watever.
Anyway, it is, participating in sports is the
single nost inportant thing you can do to help
yourself to have a successful |ife after school
And, | want to encourage you to ask every young
woman you know to get thensel ves involved in
conpetitive sports along with you. Next year, |
want to see Coach Jake here with the wonen’s team
with the young wonen’s team who is equally
successful. You know, this is truly what’'s setting

you on the path to success. So, thank you for
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 7
bei ng engaged in your school, and engaged as a
soccer player, and for listening to Coach Jake.
(appl ause)
So, now |l amgoing to ask the Cerk to read the

procl amati on.

CLERK: Council, Gty of New York
Procl amati on. Wereas, the Council of the Gty of
New York is proud to honor the Martin Luther King
H gh School Varsity Soccer Team recogni zing their
fifteenth win of the New York City public high
school Chanpionship in the past eighteen years, and
t hanks all players, coaches, staff, teachers and
parents for the support they have shown to the team
menbers in all facets of their lives. And,
whereas, since Martin Luther King H gh School
Varsity Soccer Team canme under the gui dance of
Coach Martin Jacobson in 1994. The teans that
represented King, have amassed a 389 to 25 to 14
record. And have been nationally ranked nmany tines
over the | ast eighteen years. This year, the team
def eat ed Beacon Hi gh School to win its fifteenth
New York City public high school Chanpionship.

(appl ause)
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 8
And whereas, the Martin Luther King H gh School
Varsity Soccer Team fini shed the season undef eat ed
with an overall record of 20 to O to 1.
Additionally, the team was ranked nunber 7 in the
country by Studentsportssoccer.com and nunber 14 in
the country in the National Soccer Coach’s
Associ ation of Americas, final polls of the season.
The teanis supportive network within the school has
created a teamthat not only practices together,
but eats lunch and attends cl asses. And whereas,
the Martin Luther King H gh School Varsity Soccer
Team has one of the highest graduation rates of any
teamin New York City public schools, with over 95%
of players conpleting their high school education
(appl ause)
The team has seen hundreds of players go on to
col | ege and many have gone on to play soccer at the
prof essi onal |evel, denonstrating the inportance of
team sports to educati onal success. Now,
therefore, be it known that the Council of the Cty
New York proudly honors the Martin Luther King High
School Varsity Soccer Teamfor its fifteenth New
York Gty public school Chanpionship and its

exenpl ary work, in fostering educational success
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 9
t hrough team sports. Melissa Mark-Viverito,
Speaker for the entire Council, Helen Rosenthal,
Counci| Menber 6'" District, Manhattan.
(appl ause)

ROSENTHAL : Alright. So, before we ask
the coach to say a few words; part two of the civic
| esson, alright? This young wonan over here, Tish
Janes, is a city-wide elected official. So, that
nmeans she represents everybody in this room
(appl ause)

She is the Public Advocate. And, the first wonman
of color, first African-Anmerican to have a city-
wi de position. So, she has made history.

Coach, it’s all yours.

COACH JAKE: Thank you. Thank you
Helen. | want to thank nmy team for bringing us
back to City Hall.

(background noi se) Shhh, shhh.

| like that. You like that? That’s how
we should have it in the class. But, thank you
guys. Your...actually, | amvery proud. | always
want to cone back here. And, it took alittle
whil e, ‘cause Helen is new. W have been here

before. Thank God. And, you know, and not al
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG

10

fifteen times, but quite a few years. You have

made me proud. Continue the tradition.

We expect

to win again next year, and be here next year.

And, an MLK teamdid win a chanpi onship
girls’ basketball teamthis year

(appl ause)

in the

They are witing you, and they're...we are going to

bring themhere. | just want to thank everyone.

And, as | nentioned, these boys, the kids are

graduating...we will probably have a hundred

percent, this year, seniors again. W'’ve done

well. W' re the w nningest high school

York City, for pretty nuch all sports.

teamin New

And, these

boys, you know, they are the pride of New York

Cty. | want to thank you for bringing

us up here.

And, guys thank you. And, have it one giant

pi cture.

(appl ause)

ROSENTHAL: Thank you, Coach. W are proud

of all these young nen, and congratul ati
(background tal ki ng)
(pause)

ROSENTHAL : kay. Congr ats.

next cerenonial will be, Council Menber,

ons, agai n.

So, the

| nez
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 11
D ckens, with the Hi p-Hop Summit Youth Council in
cel ebration of Hi p-Hop Agai nst Gun and Gang
Vi ol ence.
Counci | Menber, D ckens.
(background | aughi ng/ tal ki ng)
(pause)
DICKENS: Alright. This is a...

(interruption)

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Qui et please. Quiet
in the Chanber.

DICKENS: This is a father and son duel.
Charl es Fisher, the founder, and Randy, Executive
Director of the H p-Hop Youth Summt, have been
dedi cated for years to bring awareness and advocacy
for today’s issue of anti-gang, by using hip-hop to
i nprove social, political and econom c conditions,
by flipping the script. The H p-Hop Sunm t
encour ages the youth to graduate from school
i nprove their character, obtain enploynment, pursue
their entrepreneurial goals, fulfill their civic
duty and avoid the crimnal justice system Using

these tactics, it is a great way to build a
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 12
novenent that works for the safety and positive
devel opnent of our future, our youth.

Today, we have worked tirelessly to secure
funding fromdifferent public and private
organi zati ons, such as, Coca Cola, who |ast year
gave $25,000.00 to the Hi p-Hop Summit to spread
their message and solidify their conmtnent to
i nproving public safety and heal th awareness for
our youth to becone nore proactive towards reducing
gun and gang viol ence, being |leaders in their
communities, and to |ead healthy Iives with a focus
on prevention, education, and awareness. So,
want to...today, the Cty Council and the Chair of
the B-L-A-C Caucus, Andy King, and the Co-Chair,
Counci| Menber, Rosie Mendez, we stand together,
united, to say thank you to the hip-hoppers who
can, with, our, by the way, our cityw de...our,
cityw de el ected Public Advocate, Tish James, to
say thank you. Because hip-hop is what garners the
support and the attention of the young people.

And, so I'mgoing to ask now for the Clerk to read

t he proc.
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 13
CLERK: Council, Gty of New York

Procl amati on. Wereas, the Council of the Gty of
New York is proud to join the community in
adj usting the problens of gun and gang vi ol ence as
we honor the Hi p-Hop Sunmit Youth Council for its
2014 Hi p- Hop Agai nst Gun and Gang Vi ol ence Wek,
and its unwavering commtnent to inproving public
safety and endi ng gun and gang violence in all its
forms. And, whereas, hip-hop is an internationa
phenonenon that transcends nusic, culture, race,
religion and ethnicity. Wen hip-hop was born in
the Bronx in the early 1970's it addressed gang and
gun vi ol ence, drugs, poverty, unenploynment and
academ c failure. And, whereas, the H p-Hop Sunm t
Yout h Councils Hi p-Hop Agai nst Gun and Gang
Violence Initiative is 105 day canpaign and tour to
notivate children, youth and young adults and how
t hey can becone nore proactive towards reduci ng gun
and gang violence in their school hone and
community, with a focus on prevention, education
and awar eness.

In an era where 34 people in Arerica are killed
Wi th guns each day, and news of mass shootings is

often met with indifference, the H p-Hop Sunmit
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 14

Yout h Council addresses one of the npbst urgent
public health issues of our tinme. And, whereas,
strong partnerships with | aw enforcenent,
celebrities, students, schools, conmunity groups,
corporations, clergy, gang | eaders, seniors,
formally incarcerated citizens, city, state and
federal agencies are the keys to the success of the
initiative, which offers a host of activities and
enpowers young citizens to take action, including
soci al nedia pronotions, solution sumrts, seven
eaves for power, seven initiatives for success,
filnms, gun buy-back prograns, celebrity PSA s
prizes, talent and essay contests, tickets to
entertai nment and sports events.

And, whereas, we conmend the Hi p-Hop
Agai nst Gun and Gang Violence Initiative for its
commtnent to inproving public safety, and its on-
goi ng support to hel ping young citizens graduate
from school, pursue college, obtain enploynent,
fulfill their civic duty, and stay out of the
crimnal justice system Now, therefore be it
known, that the Council of the City of New York
honors the Hi p-Hop Summt Youth Council and hereby

decl ares May 16'" through the 22" 2014 as Hi p-Hop
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 15
Agai nst Gun and Gang Vi ol ence Week in New York
Cty. Melissa Mark-Viverito, Speaker for the
entire Council; Inez E. D ckens, Council Menber,
o' District, Manhattan; Rosie Mendez, Co-Chair,
Bl ack and Latino and Asian Caucus; Andy King, Co-
Chair, Black and Latino and Asian Caucus.

(appl ause)

M5. ROSENTHAL: Alright. So, | want
to thank Inez for giving this Proclanation
recognition, to Charles and Randy, that |’ve had a
chance sit with and | earn about the great work that
their doing in their organization, and we all know
the chal l enges that we have, and it is always great
to engage our young people in finding the solution
to the challenges that we have. And, the issues of
guns and gang violence is too nmuch of a reality for
too many of us in our districts, and | really thank
you for the contributions that you are making to
engage our young people and deal wth...address
those issues. So, with that, | don’'t know who is
going to say a few words, but...

(interruption)

(1 augh) okay. Thank you.
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 16

(unidentified mal e speaker): 1’11 be brief.
want to thank the Gty Council, Speaker, Inez,
Council McCain. | ama public advocate here. And,
everyone, Mendez and Drommi{sic], | see you on T.V.
all the time, getting busy.

(crowd | aughs)

But, really, believing in a second tine, this
is our third annual year, and our focus this year
is going to be our night tier[sic]00:18:03. W
have a 7% increase in violence in night tier. You
know, fifty six nurders |ast year conpared to fifty
one the year before, a 10% spi ke. So, we have a
serious, serious problemin night tier right now
And, the nost of our black and Latino youth, and it
gives me great pleasure to know that all the work
that you guys did in the last two years in
supporting us, that is, H p-Hop Against Gun and
Gang Violence Wek in the State of New York. W
have a resolution fromthe New York State Senate
and Assenbly, and the Governor. So, thanks to you
guys, the Gty Council, and all of your work, this
is nowa State-wide initiative. So, | am
appreci ati ve of people recognizing what Gty

Counci| does, and the struggle that we have had
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 17
fromthe bottom and now we are ready to take it
the top. So, we are going to be gung-ho this year.
We have a new partner. And, what we’'re doing this
year, Power 105 is stepping up to the plate. Power
105.1 is stepping up to the plate to help us out.
And, um that nmeans that now we have an official
radi o sponsor, so that we can really get to these
young people, and solve this crine. So, |’ m going
to pass it to you for a brief second.

(2" unidentified mal e speaker): Yes. So,
with that being said, um Power 105.1 and, of
course, Source Magazine along with Metro PCS and
the other guys, but | amgoing to need the City
Council to be ready to go on the radi o because we
are very serious about this issue and, um we have
been dealing and working with Inez for the | ast
coupl e of years. She's great. And, |ike the
speaker said, we net with her, and she said what
her initiatives were, and wanted us to focus on
Ni chur[sic]00:19:12, which we are doing. Then, of
course, we have, you know, before Tish becane
Publ i c Advocate, she gave us noney out the Gty
Council, and said you’' ve got take care of Brooklyn.

And, Junmane is always...Junmaane is always trying to
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 18
cl ean up Brooklyn. And, um we are going to be
doing a lot in Staten Island. Yeah. W'’re going
to be doing a Shou Lan[sic] is in the house. So,
we're just gunna hit all the areas because we ki nda
sick and tired of this. And, um you know, once
you have the radio station to believe in what
you' re doi ng, of course, Channel 11, we were just
on there a couple of weeks ago. And, we are ready
to take things to another level. So, um |’ m going
to let Joe, fromPower 105.1, say a coupl e of
words. We dragged himout. Because, when these
guys believe in you, you have to really to

appreci ate what’ s goi ng on.

JOE: Thank you. It’s, um it’s
definitely our responsibility to be a part of
this, and to be able to use our reach of
14, 000, 000 plus people to get in the communities
and bring sonething to help with this whol e deal .
105 days of sumrer to try to beat out gun and gang
violence is what we’'re here for, and we’'re hoping
that, you know, we can make a difference. Wether
it’s big, small, whatever we can do, it’s our

responsibility to help such an amazi ng project.
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 19

M5. ROSENTHAL: Vel |, thank you all
very much. Congratul ati ons on the partnershinp,

and thank you for working with our young peopl e.

(background noi se/tal ki ng)

M5. ROSENTHAL: Ckay. And, we’ve got

one nore cerenonial. Wwo, | know, Andy King, on

behal f of our coll eagues, Darlene Mealy, who, |

think, is ill, to my understanding. Right? .is
not feeling well. Alright. | will hand it off to
Andy Ki ng.

(background noi se/tal ki ng)

ANDY KI NG Thank you. And,
congratul ations to the H p-Hop Agai nst Gun
Vi ol ence, again. Thank you, guys. Can we get the
famly up? Good afternoon, again. | am Counci
Menmber Andy King, and | am substituting for ny
col | eague, Darlene Mealy. Recently, we know, on
Sunday we cel ebrated Mothers’ Day, all around the

gl obe. Many of us cried, hugged, shared tears,
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 20
and just had a joyous tine with our parents over
this weekend. So, | amglad today, to be able to
use this cerenmonial to honor Ms. Lucille
McFadden(sp?). She is one of the 41°% district
out standi ng seniors. She recently just turned one
hundred years, earlier. And, it is her spirit and
joy, and her giving nature are well known to
everyone she has touched throughout the years.

And, as Council Menber, Mealy, expressed, she is a
firm believer that when extraordinary people reach
an extraordi nary age, they should be recognized.

| amthrilled to wish Ms. MFadden an amazi ng 100'"
year and, also, to let you know, she is also the
not her of the Director of Political, of CSA

Herman Merritt(sp?) and al so the nother of Sherry
Wlliams. So, yes. She is part of fam |y here,

in the Council. So, we want to say
congratulations to the famly. And, we’re going

to ask if the Clerk will please read the Proc.

CLERK: Council, Gty of New York
Procl amati on.
(background noi se)

(interruption)
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 21
(unidentified speaker): Quite on the
floor, please. Quite on the floor.

CLERK: Whereas, it is the
tradition of the New York Gty Council Menbers to
honor i ndi vi dual s whose uni que and far reaching
perspectives rem nd others of the extraordinary
wonders life has to offer, and the inportance of
enbraci ng such wonders at every opportunity.
Lucille McFadden is truly such an individual, and
it is aprivilege to publicly pay tribute to her
in recognition of her 100'" Birthday. And,
Wereas, Lucille MFadden was born on January 30,
1914 in EEmCty, North Carolina to WIIliam
McFadden and Maggi e Arnstrong. She spent her
youth in Rocky Muwuntain, North Carolina. In
1941, at the age of twenty seven...

(background noi se/ shh...shh)

(unidentified speaker): Quite, please.

.Lucill e McFadden noved to New York Cty and has
cal |l ed Brooklyn honme ever since. She net and
married Benny WIllianms, and their union was

bl essed with two children, Sherry and Benny.
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 22
And, Whiereas, Lucille MFadden has been an
i nval uabl e asset to the Brownsville comunity.
She has served others with | ove and conpassi on
and continues to bring happiness and warnth into
the lives of all who know her. For the past
forty years, Lucille MFadden has been an active
menber of the Brownsville Conmunity Bapti st
Church. And, has served faithfully on its
m ssionary board. 1In that role, she visited and
conforted the sick, the elderly, and the shut-in.
And, Wereas, now, at the age of one hundred
years young, it is fitting that we celebrate
Lucill e McFadden’s Birthday, for she has truly
di stingui shed herself, not only by the | ength of
her great life, but by the inpact she has had in
so many lives. Her life story reflects the
hi story of New York City and the growth of
America into the nation that it is today. It is
fitting, therefore, that we honor her
contributions, for she has truly enriched us with
her presence and has rightfully earned the esteem
of all New Yorkers. Now, therefore, be it known,
that the Council of the Cty of New York

gratefully honors Lucille MFadden in celebration
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 23
of her glorious One Hundredth Birthday, and her
out st andi ng contributions to the comunity.
Mel i ssa Mark-Viverito, Speaker for the entire
Council; Darlene Mealy, Council Memnber 415
District, Brooklyn; Andy King, Co-Chair of Black
and Latino and Asian Caucus, and many ot her
Counci | nmenbers.

(pause)
(unidentified mal e speaker):
Congratulations to Ms. Tarhill State(sp?), |

know t hat. Madam Speaker ?

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Ch, no...It’s a
great pleasure. W did not know...sonme of us
were, like...is Lucille here? Like, she | ooks
great. W're like, no. This is not

Lucille. (I aughs)

(background noi se/ | aughi ng)

You | ook your wonderful forty years, young.
Don't worry. (Il aughs)

I was |ike, wow, I'll take some of what she’'s

havi ng, right? (Ilaughs)




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 24
But, um no, no. It’s wonderful, | nean...we’ ve
known each other for so long. |It’s great that we

are able to make...

(background noi se/tal ki ng)

(unidentified fenmal e speaker): Quite in

Chanber s.

.this recognition, and it’s a pleasure to join
you here today. |If either of you would like to
say a few words, |’mnore than happy to give you

the opportunity. M. Mrritt

M5. MERRITT: Yes. | would like to thank
the Gty Council and Council woman, Darlene Mealy
for this prestigious honor for nmy nother, on
behal f of ny nother, Lucille MFadden. And, um
we |love Brownsville. That's all | have to say.

(appl ause)

MR. MERRITT: | was smart enough to marry

soneone w th good genes.

(1 aughs)
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SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Ckay. Thank you
bot h, very much. Thank you, Council Menber, King

for standing in. Alright. Have a good one.

(recess)

(unidentified nmal e speaker): Ladies and
gentl enen, can | please have your attention, can
| have your attention at this time. Al quite on
the floor, please. Qite on the floor. At this
time, can you please place all electronic devices

to vibrate.

(background noi se/tal ki ng)

Quite, please. WII all non-counci

enpl oyees, all non-council enployees, please

| eave the main floor of the Chambers. Please be

seated upstairs in the balcony. Thank you.

(background noi se/tal ki ng)

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Quite in the Chanbers,

pl ease. Individuals w thout council business,
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pl ease renove yourself.

t he pl edge of all egi ance.

(unidentified mal e speaker):

Let us al

now rise for

Al rise.

(crowd recites pledge of allegiance in unison)

PUBLI C ADVOCATE:

CLERK:

ARROYQO

CLERK:

BARRON:

CLERK:

CABRERA:

CLERK:

CHI N:

CLERK:

COHEN:

CLERK:

CONSTANTI NI DES:

CLERK:

CORNEGY:

CLERK:

Rol |

Arroyo?

Her e.
Barron?

Pr esent
Cabrera?

her e.

Chi n?

Her e.

Cohen?

Her e.
Const anti ni des?
Her e.

Cor negy?

Crow ey?

call.

26
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CRONLEY

CLERK:

CUMBO

CLERK:

DEUTSCH:

CLERK:

DI CKENS:

CLERK:

DROWM

CLERK:

ESPI NAL:

CLERK:

EUGENE:

CLERK:

FERRERAS:

CLERK:

GARODNI CK:

CLERK:

GENTI LE:

CLERK:

Her e.

Cunmbo?

Deut sch?
Her e.

Di ckens?
Her e.

Dr onm?P?
Her e.
Espi nal ?
Her e.
Eugene?
Her e.
Ferreras?
Her e.

Gar odni ck?
Her e.
Gentile?

Her e.

G bson?

(interruption/gavel)

PUBLI C ADVOCATE:

27

[t’'s too nmuch... Pl ease,

cal l.

Thank
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G BSON: |’ m Here.
CLERK: G eenfiel d?
GREENFI ELD:

CLERK: Johnson?

J OHNSON: Her e.

CLERK: Kal | os?

KALLGCS: Her e.

CLERK: Thank you. King?
Kl NG Present

CLERK: Koo?

KOO Present.

CLERK: Kosl ow t z?

KOSLOW TZ: Her e.

CLERK: Lancnan?

LANCMAN:  Her e.

CLERK: Lander ?

LANDER: Her e.

CLERK: G eenfi el d?

GREENFI ELD:  Here.

CLERK: Levi n?
LEVI N: Her e.
CLERK: Levi ne?

LEVI NE: Her e.

CLERK: Mai sel ?

28
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VAl SEL:

CLERK:

MATTEQ:

CLERK:

MVEALY:

CLERK:

MENCHACA:

CLERK:

IVENDEZ:

CLERK:

CUMBO

CLERK:

FERRERAS:

CLERK:

CORNEGY:

CLERK:

M LLER:

CLERK:

PALMA:

CLERK:

REYNOSO

CLERK:

Rl CHARDS

CLERK:

Her e.
MVat t eo?
Her e.

Meal y?

Menchaca?
Present.
Mendez?
Her e.
CUVBO
Present.
Ferreras?
Her e.

Cor negy?
Present .
Mller?
Her e.

Pal na?

Reynoso?
Present .
Ri chards?
Present .

Rodri guez?

29
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RCDRI GUEZ:

CLERK:

RCSE:

CLERK:

ROSENTHAL :

CLERK:

TORRES:

CLERK:

TREYCGER

CLERK:

ULRI CH:

CLERK:

VACCA:

CLERK:

VALLONE

CLERK:

VEPRI N:

CLERK:

PUBLI C ADVOCATE

WIlians?

W LLI AMS:

CLERK:

CLERK:

W LLS:

Her e.
Rose?

Her e.
Rosent hal ?
Her e.

Torres?

Her e.
Treyger?
Her e.
Urich?
Her e.
Vacca?
Yes, |’m Here.
Val | one?
Present .
Weprin?

Her e.
WIlians?

WIlians?

| m Here.
Thank you.

WLLS

Counci

30
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CLERK: | gni zi 0?
IGNIZIO  Here.
CLERK: Van Braner ?
VAN BRAMER  Here.
CLERK: Speaker Mark-Viverito?

MARK- VI VERI TO. Here.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. May we
pl ease rise for the Invocation, delivered by
Ar chbi shop, Joseph A. Al exander, New Covenant
M nistries Wrldw de, 1175 Boston Road, in the

Bor ough of the Bronx.

ARCHBI SHOP ALEXANDER: Thank you, very
much, Public Advocate. W acknow edge this
house, this Chanber, today. Particularly, for
the extraordinary strength and fortitude, and
noral stability in giving support to 276 young
girls that have been ki dnapped in Nigeria, a
country of nmy birth. | cannot dimnish[sic],

W t hout or...stop thanking the Council, fromthe
Public Advocate to the Speaker, and to every
menber, or many nenbers of this Council, joined

us two days ago, in sending a word to the nations
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that an act so despicable and so i nhumane, cannot
be let go wi thout soneone speaking out. Thank
you so nmuch, and God bless this Council.

It’s ny privilege today to join you in a
very critical time in human history, and, of
course, for New York City in particular, to
depend upon God and the wi sdom of God, and to
lead a great City. And, so, today, | bound ny
heart with you, and ask the al m ghty God, the
creator of the whole Earth, the sustenance of
life, | ask you Father to grant wi sdom skill,
know edge, ability needed to make just | aws, and
to guide a great City. | ask you, Lord, to | ook
upon this City with your favor, and cause, Lord
that these great |eaders, that you have raised
up, in this particular tinme, will walk in your
strength, for the benefit and the profit of the
citizens of this great City. And, that as a
light to the world, the Gty of New York will
continue to send forth the signal of justice,
peace, and inclusion of people of all races. W
ask for your special grace upon each Council
menber, each comm ttee, and each subconmttee,

and the staff, Lord that they will do great




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 33
exploits. The generation to come will remenber
them W ask, You, today, to show favor and
bl essi ng upon our Cty Council, and its

| eadership. For | ask this in the nanme of the

al m ghty God, who created us all. Anen.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Amen. Council Menber,
Ki ng?

MR KI NG | want to thank..

(background noi se/tal ki ng)

pl ease.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Quite in the Chanbers,
Kl NG ..Archbi shop...1"d like to...
PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Pl ease...

Kl NG .thank...1’d I'ike to thank..
PUBLI C ADVOCATE: quite in the Chanbers...

Counci | Menber, King.

Kl NG | would like to thank Archbi shop
Joseph A. Al exander for today’ s invocation. He's
been a leader in nmy district, and is fighting the
war on, against the terrorists acts by a few
mal es, punks, as we like to call them over in
Ni geria, who abducted over 273 girls, and we are

asking them for prayers and bl essings for their
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safe return. And, we thank you for today’s
i nvocation. And, | nake a Motion to spread this
i nvocation full upon the record today, on April ...

t oday, thank you

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. Adoption

of m nutes, Council Menber, Geenfield?

MR. GREENFI ELD: Thank you. | make a
Motion of the mnutes, of the stated neetings of
March 26 and April 10, 2014 be adopted as

printed.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Messages and papers
fromthe Mayor.
UNI DENTI FI ED MALE SPEAKER: Pre-consi dered,

M 50, dog licensing.

SPEAKER MARK-VI VERI TO: State and federa

| egi sl ation.

MALE SPEAKER: M51 to M59, executive
budget .

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Fi nance?
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MALE SPEAKER: M 60, City debt and
reserves.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TG Recei ved,
ordered, printed and fil ed.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Conmuni cation from
City County and Borough O fices?

MALE SPEAKER: None.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Petitions and
conmuni cati ons?

MALE SPEAKER:  None.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Land use call ups?

MALE SPEAKER. M 61 to M 64.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Coupl ed on cal
vote, roll call

CLERK: Arroyo?

ARROYCO. Aye.

CLERK: Barron?

BARRON: Aye.

CLERK: Cabrera?

CABRERA:  Aye.

CLERK: Chi n?
CHI N: Aye.
CLERK: Cohen?

COHEN: Aye.
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CLERK:

Const anti ni des?

CONSTANTI NI DES:

CLERK:

CORNEGY:

CLERK:

CROMNLEY:

CLERK:

CUMBO

CLERK:

DEUTSCH:

CLERK:

DI CKENS:

CLERK:

DRUVWM

CLERK:

ESPI NAL:

CLERK:

EUGENE:

CLERK:

FERRERAS:

CLERK:

GARODNI CK:

CLERK:

GENTI LE:

Cor negy?
Aye.
Crow ey?
Aye.
Cunbo?
Aye.

Deut sch?
Aye.

Di ckens?
Aye.

Dr onm??
Aye.

Espi nal ?
Aye.
Eugene?
Aye.
Ferreras?

Aye.

Gar odni ck?

Aye.

Gentile?

36
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CLERK: G bson?
G BSON: Aye.
CLERK: G eenfiel d?
GREENFI ELD: Aye.
CLERK: Johnson?
JOHNSON:  Aye.
CLERK: Kal | 0s?
KALLGCS: Aye.
CLERK: Ki ng?

KI NG Aye.
CLERK: Koo?

KOO Aye.
CLERK: Kosl owi t z?
KOSLOW TZ: Aye.
CLERK: Lancrman?
LANCMAN:  Yes.
CLERK: Lander ?
LANDER: Yes.
CLERK: Levi n?
LEVI N: Aye.
CLERK: Levi ne?
LEVI NE: Aye.
CLERK: Mai sel ?
MAI SEL.: Aye.

37
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CLERK:

MATTEQ:

CLERK:

IVEALY:

CLERK:

MANCHACA:

CLERK:

MENDEZ:

CLERK:

M LLER:

CLERK:

PALMA:

CLERK:

REYNOSO

CLERK:

Rl CHARDS

CLERK:

RCDRI GUEZ:

CLERK:

RCSE:

CLERK:

ROSENTHAL :

CLERK:

TORRES:

MVat t eo?
Yes.

Meal y?

Manchaca?
Aye.
Mendez?
Aye.
Mller?
Aye.

Pal m?

Reynoso?

Aye.

Ri chards?

Aye.

Rodri guez?
Aye.

Rose?

Aye.

Rosent hal ?
Aye.

Torres.

Aye.

38
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CLERK: Trayger?

TRAYGER  Aye.

CLERK: Urich?
ULRI CH:

CLERK: Vacca?
VACCA: Aye.
CLERK: Val | one?

VALLONE: Aye.
CLERK: Weprin?
VEPRI N: Aye.

CLERK: WIlians?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: WIlianms?

WLLI AMS: Aye, aye.

CLERK: | gni zi 0?

IGNIZIO  Aye.

CLERK: Van Braner ?

VAN BRAMER: Aye.

CLERK: Speaker Mark-Viverito?
SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TG | vote aye.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. Today’s Land
Use Cal |l -ups were adopted by a vote of forty six
in the affirmative, and zero in the negative... May

we have sonme quite in the Chanbers, please?
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(interruption)
PUBLI C ADVCCATE: Communi cation from
Speaker, Melissa Mark-Viverito.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Thank you, Madam
Public Advocate. Again, | want to thank the
Ar chbi shop for his words, particularly, and us to
keep the young wonen in our thoughts, in Nigeria.
I want to thank Council Menber, Laurie Cunbo, in
particular, for her |eadership on this matter.
And, hope that with the International Conmunities
Assi stance, we can get resolution on this nmatter,
as soon as possible. So, |I want to w sh good
afternoon to all ny coll eagues...
[ 1 NDECI PHERABLE] ( Spani sh) 00: 39: 31

Today, the Council will be voting on
| egi sl ati on sponsored by Council Menber, Margaret
Chin that will expand eligibility for the senior
citizen rent increase exenption programin New
York City. By raising the maximumincone for
eligibility, from $29,000 to $50,000, we w ||
al | ow approxi mately six thousand nore seniors to
remain in their hones and avoid high rent
i ncreases, by taking part in this program

would like to nowinvite Council Menber, Chin to
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give a few remarks on this very inportant
| egi sl ati on.

M5. CHIN: Thank you, Speaker, for this
opportunity to speak on this historic vote.

Today the Council will be voting on two neasure,
Intro 243-A, which would increase the incone

t hreshold for SCRIE from $29, 000 to $50, 000 for
the next two years, and expand coverage of SCRIE
to include twenty four thousand nore seniors.

And, Reso. 185, which supports the Senate 1218
and Assenbly 1790 by Assenbly Menber Joan M I | man
and Senator Bill Perkins; legislation that would
automatically link future increases in SCRIE to

t he consuner price index.

Since | introduced 243, ny office has
gotten many calls fromseniors fromaround the
Cty, anxiously wanting to know when this bil
will be passed. W also had a very informative
hearing on May 1%, where seniors cane to testify
about the challenges they face, ever trying to
remain in their hones, in the face of ever rising
rents. Sonme were denied, in the |ast years
because they were only a few hundred dollars, or

even a few dollars over the incone eligibility.
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Al'l of themare desperately waiting for us to
pass Intro. 243-A so that they can afford to stay
in their hones. These neasures are an inportant
part of the Gty s renewed effort to expand
af f ordabl e housing options for seniors. |,
again, want to thank Assenbly Menber, Kavanagh
for leading this effort in the State, and ny
col | eague, Council Menber, Ferreras, WIIians,
and Koslowitz, who co-sponsored these pieces of
| egislation with me, and the Speaker, for your
support. | would also like to thank the
Committee staff, Kelly Tayl or and Deheaney
Supor a(sp?)[ phonetic] for all their hard work. |
hope ny coll eagues will join nme in supporting
this significant and inportant change to the

SCRIE eligibility. Thank you very much

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Thank you,
Counci |l Menber, Chin. Can | ask my coll eagues to
pl ease, keep it quite? It’s alittle loud in
here.

(i nterruption/ announcenent)

We have several ...quite a few resol utions

today, and I will encourage all the sponsors of
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the Resos. to speak at the tinme when we vote on
Resos., we’'re very proud to tal k about them
here, during speaker’s tinme. Today, we have a
resol ution before the Council, sponsored by
Counci | Menber, Danny Drommy calling on the State
to authorize | ocal governnments to establish and
enforce mni num wage | aws.

New York City’'s high cost of living is not
reflected in the State’s current m ni num wage of
$8.00 an hour. Allow ng |ocal government to set
up rates that reflect the conditions in their
jurisdiction will allow | ow wage workers in New
York to receive fair conpensation for their work.
| amvery excited about this, and hopefully, the
State will listen to us.

We have anot her resol ution sponsored by
Counci | Menber, Fernando Cabrera, calling upon
the federal governnment to pass and enact the
Sui ci de Prevention for Anerican Veterans Act.
This Act, which has been introduced in Congress,
wi Il provide nmuch needed resources to help
prevent suicide and suicide attenpts by Anerican

Vet er ans.
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On average, twenty two veterans die from
sui ci de every day, in this country. These nen
and wonen have bravely sacrificed for their
country, and many are now i n need of our help,
back here at hone. We owe it to themto dedicate
proper resources to treating psychol ogi cal issues
that develop fromtheir tours of duty. By
passing this resolution, the Council wll be
sendi ng our federal governnent the nessage that
this probl em cannot be ignored, and we cannot
wait any |onger to act.

We al so have a resol ution sponsored by
Counci| Menber, Corey Johnson and Juli ssa
Ferreras, calling on Albany to elimnate the
property tax exenption from Madi son Square
Garden. This will provide additional property
tax revenue for City services, and is a priority
of the Council as evidence by its inclusion in
the 2014 State budget and | egislative agenda we
presented to Al bany in March.

Qur final resolution, today is sponsored
by Council Menber, Geenfield, and it calls on
the State to pass legislation that will allow New

York City to lower our speed limt to 25nph. New
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Yorkers in all five boroughs have spoken up and
made it clear that sonething has to be done about
traffic related deaths and injuries in New York
Cty. W are in the process of inplenenting many
policies to nake our streets safer for notorists
and pedestrians alike, but on this nmatter, our
hands are tied as the State governnent gives the
authority to nodify our own speed Iimt. It's a
comon sense suggestion, and one that the State
Legi sl ature and Governor shoul d seriously
consi der .

We al so have several itens com ng out of
the Land Use Conmttee today, including a vote to
approve the nodified Dom no Sugar Factory
project. This will nean seven hundred new,
permanent |y affordabl e housing units in the
W lianmsburg conmmunity, in addition to new retail
devel opnent, new open space, and new job
opportunities. | really want to congratul ate
Counci | Menber, Steve Levin for his strong,
strong, advocacy on this matter. And, | w |

allow himto say a few words at this tine.
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MR. LEVIN: Thank you, Madam Speaker
for the opportunity to speak on this Land Use
action, as the Dom no Sugar cite is being
approved today by this Council, it’s based in ny
district. After many weeks of discussion, and
this being the second tine that this Council in
four years has heard a project at the Dom no
Sugar cite, | amproud that the agreenent on the
project, at the Dom no Sugar cite will build on
t he gains, nmade by the DeBl asi o adm ni strati on,
to maxi m ze affordabl e housi ng and open space in
the WIlianmsburg community. The affordable
housing crisis can be seen throughout New York
Cty, and including in the conmunities
surroundi ng the Domi no Sugar Factory, or fornmer
Dom no Sugar Factory, which | represent al ong
wi th the neighboring district, represented by
Counci | Menber, Antoni o Reynoso. | am worKking
col l aboratively with Mayor DeBl asi o, who has been
a leader in prioritizing the creation of nore
af fordabl e housing in our Cty. W were able to
secure housing that has deeper affordability now
and has a greater access to famly size units.

The project will create approximtely seven
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hundred units, the average AM in these units
will be 63% of AM, that's affordable to a famly
four, making 63% of the area nedi an i ncone, which
is very affordable. And, also, that..we are
going to work with adm nistration and the
devel oper to maxim ze the nunber of famly size
units with a goal of getting to 40%two and three
bedroomunits. This project will also provide
public access to the waterfront and increase open
space, and there will be new mechani snms in place
to ensure that there is public oversight, over
the use of public space. | want to give speci al
t hanks to Mayor Bill DeBl asio and Deputy Mayor,
Alicia den, and Chair, Carl Wisbrod fromthe
City Planning Conmi ssion, for locking in so nuch
af fordabl e housing at the City Pl anning
Comm ssion. And, | want to especially thank
Speaker, Melissa Mark-Viverito and our Land Use
staff, Gail Benjam n, Aday(sp?) Fox, Any
Levi tan, (sp?) Ann McCoy, Chairs, Wprin, and
Geenfield, as well as Ranon Martinez for their
i ncredi ble support. | want to especially thank
my col |l eague, Council Menber, Antoni o Reynoso for

advocating so effectively for his community and
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our collective communities. Lastly, | want to
acknow edge Judd Wl lentis(sp?) and Two Trees
Managenent for their collaboration and extensive
comruni ty outreach throughout this entire

process. Thank you very much, Madam Speaker

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO. Thank you, Counci
Menber Levin. And, again, you should be, and
your conmunity should be very proud. And,
congratul ations also to Antoni o Reynoso for his
support of this. And, with that, I wll ask the
Chair of the Land Use Conmittee and the Chair of
the sub-comm ttee to speak, Council Menbers,

David G eenfield and Mark Wepri n.

MR. GREENFI ELD: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker. And, |, too want to congratul ate
Counci | Menber, Steve Levin and Council Menber
Ant oni o Reynoso on the Dom no Sugar project.
And, of course, | want to thank Council Menber,
Mark Weprin for his | eadership as the Chair of
the subcommttee. | wll say that, you know, a
| ot of people, a |lot of people ask and wonder,
what is the role of individual council nenbers,

when it conmes to these Land Use projects. And,
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think that this, once again, clarifies and
reaffirms the inmportant role that nmenbers have in
their particular districts. |In this particular
case, there were many concessions that were nade
by the devel oper and the Cty, nobst inportantly,
to nake sure that the affordability |evels are
actually matched with the affordability of this
particular conmunity. And, we actually saw
similarly, on the West 57'" project, Counci
Menber, Helen Rosenthal, she...did incredible
wor k, advocating on behalf of her conmmnity and
the work that she did, in particular, where she
actually got additional affordable units, at
hi gher AM to reflect the community that was
needed over there. So, | want to congratul ate
t he Council Menbers, and | especially want to
thank all of the staff, including Ranon Marti nez,
Aday[ sic] (sp?) Fox, Gail Benjam n, Ann MCoy(sp?)
and Any Levitan(sp?) for their terrific work.
Working on this project, | don’t think people
realize, but it takes, literally, hundreds of
hours of work to resolve each and every one of

these projects. | know that none of us can do it
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wi thout our terrific staff, so, thank you very

much.

MR, VEPRI N: Thank you, Madam Speaker
and Chairman Greenfield. Just briefly, | just
want to add, um uh, that the U er process [sic],
which is often criticized in many ways, or
aspects of it, does serve a great purpose, and as
| ongs as went through this process, little
i nformation cane about fromdifferent...fromthe
communi ty boards and from council nenbers, and at
our public hearing, to let us know of changes
that needed to be nmade to these projects.
congratul ate the nmenbers who worked so hard on
this, as well. Steve Levin, fighting for open
spaces, fighting for his community and naking
sure they have representation. Helen Rosenthal,
maki ng sure that she has a | ocal public schoo
and al so maki ng sure that she has the anount of
af f ordabl e housing at varied inconme |evels

t hroughout that building. So, it’s an inportant

process, one that’'s sonetinmes is dull, but serves
great purpose. And, | think these projects are
good
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testament to that, um as well as, Ben Kallos is
on the Rockefeller University, showi ng that, you
know, conmmunity input is inportant. Counci
nmenbers can have a role to play, representing

t hose communities. Thank you very much.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Thank you to
the Chairs. Council Menber, Helen Rosenthal also
has an item a Land Use item You know, one
thing I want to say, for ny eight years in the
Council there was a tine when we were voting on
Land Use itenms, when we tal ked about the creation
of affordable housing. It was not a given that
the units would be permanently affordable. |
t hi nk we have conme to a process now of evol ution
where now, we’'re talking, really, about, you
know, |everaging City property, that we're
| everagi ng the creation of permanent affordable
housing units. Wiich is really inportant to
note, that there has been that progress achieved.
And, as Helen highlighted to me in the press
conference, you know, between these two projects
al one, we are creating about a thousand units of

per manent affordable housing. So, with that, |
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woul d |i ke to ask Council Menber, Hel en Rosent hal
to tal k about the itemon the cal endar, which has
to do wth her district. And, it’s a devel opnent
of a residential building at 606 West 57'" Street,
where nore than 20% of the units in this
devel opnment will be designated as pernanent
af fordabl e housing. Un, | should have asked you

to speak earlier...it was not in ny notes.

M5. ROSENTHAL: Thank you very nuch. |
appreciate the opportunity. You know, | really
want to thank all the council nenbers who hel ped
nme get through my first Land Use deal. | hope
never to experience that again. (laughs) |
really want to thank Eday Fox, who held ny hand
t hroughout the whole thing. | could not have
cone to a yes vote without her. Um you know,
with the help of the Land Use staff and Eday,
what we were able to do in this project was so
far above and beyond what the conmunity had asked
us to do, and what the borough president had
asked us to do. Not only are the units
permanent, into perpetuity, and not only are they

sprinkl ed throughout the entire, huge
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devel opnent, this is a thousand unit devel opnent
that will appear, suddenly, in the mddle of what
was a nice residential district. And, um we
were able to achieve a lot. It was inportant to
me that the additional affordable housing conme
out of the market rate unit, so that the anmount
of affordable housing is now yes, the 20% but
the market rate is only 76% There is going to
be 4% m ddl e i ncone affordabl e housing for
famlies. And, we'll also have what will be the
only Pre-K, new Pre-K in our district. And, |
was grateful that the SCA was willing to work
with nme to guarantee that they would | ease the
space there, but the reality is that, and while
" m happy to have hel ped contribute to Mayor
DeBl asi 0’ s goal of two hundred thousand units of
af fordabl e housing wth this, you know, two
hundred twenty five unit deal; the reality is,
that in this two block radius, over five thousand
residents are going to be coming into this
nei ghborhood. 1It’s going to conpletely swanp and
overwhel mthe public services in that area. The
current residents are very nervous about it. |

amtoo. And, | amdetermned to work with the
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adm ni stration to nake sure that, in deed, we get
a new public school, full Pre-K through eighth
grade public school, because this district is
going to desperately need it. They are going to
need a new library. They are going to need
addi tional transportation. They are going to
need help with traffic safety at fourteen corners
where the amount of traffic, um um problens are
going torise to a level where it was called in
the EI'S adverse inpact. So, while I'mdelighted
to be...have been a part of this process, and to
bring a positive closure to it, you know, |
really think that the Gty needs to step up and
do nmore with bringing Gty services, when we
bring in five thousand new residents to a two

bl ock area. Thank you very nuch

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Thank you
Counci | nmenber. And, finally, today we want to
address sonmething that I know many in this
Counci |, including nyself, are very proud of.
Today the Council will be passing a
groundbr eaki ng expansi ve reform package to nake

the Gty Council the nost responsive,
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transparent, and inclusive legislative body it
can be. The changes we are naking today are the
cul m nation of a process that first began | ast
fall, when thirty four new and returni ng nmenbers
signed on to a platform pledging to overhaul the

rul es that govern the Council

When | was first elected Speaker, | vowed
to work with ny coll eagues to nake the Council a
pl ace of equality and fairness. And, today,
t hanks to the support and cooperation of everyone
in this body, for delivering on that conm tnent.
Legi sl ation the Council will be voting on this
afternoon, is the result of nonths of hard work
and represents courageous perfornmance New Yorkers

can and should be very proud of.

So, | want to quickly go through sonme of
t he changes that we will be making. First,
maki ng sure no legislation is left to |anguish,
by creating a dedicated legislative drafting unit
to ensure bills are drafted quickly; and, by
i npl ementing a new super majority bill
sponsorship rule, so that bills with thirty four

co-sponsors nust have the rel evant conmtt ee,
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deci de whether to hold a hearing on the
| egi slation. Based on the feedback we received
at our hearing, earlier this nmonth, we are al so
clarifying the procedure through which a bill may
be anended in conmttee to provide for a nore

clear and transparent |egislative process.

Next, we are further enpowering commttee
chairs to run their conmttees and hol d stronger
oversight, by giving chairs the responsibility of
directing Gty governnent officials to swear in,
before testifying at hearings and by nmaking it
clear that commttee chairs determ ne the topic
of their hearings. W are also increasing the
transparency of the Council’s budget and the
| egi slative process by providing a nore detail ed
Counci | operating budget and an annual fi nanci al
report. And, posting short, plain | anguage
summaries of bills, on the Council’s agenda, and
on our website, and by fully disclosing
di scretionary itenms, including capital itens in

the Gty s open data plan.

Finally, we will be making needed reforns

to the Council’s discretionary funding system
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Menber itens are crucial resources that allow
counci l menbers to reinvest in New York City’s
comrunities, to support underserved New Yorkers,
and the vital services |ocal organizations are
able to provide. But, for too | ong we have
| acked a systemto ensure that all communities
recei ve equitable funding. Today, the Council is
taking the politics out of nenber itens, once and
for all, by inplenenting a new systemto
di stribute funding equally, while providing
addi tional resources to support |ower incone

comuni ti es.

These changes will ensure every
nei ghbor hood across the five boroughs has the
resources it needs thrive. | amincredibly proud
of our trailblazing refornms which we hope wll
pave the way for simlar changes and | egislative
bodi es across the country. Today is the start of
a new era for the Council, one that wel conmes
debat e, encourages discourse and i s open, not
just to all fifty one nmenbers, but all New
Yorkers. But, our work has only just begun. As

we pass these reforns today, we are m ndful of
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the work still to come. That’s why the Counci
has conmitted to holding a hearing at the end of
the session to review how effective our reform
package has been, and how we m ght be able to

strengt hen the Council in the future.

So, | want to thank Rules Chair, Lander,
Counci| Menber, Geenfield, Cabrera, WIIians,
the Council’s dedicated policy staff, and every
si ngl e person who shared their ideas with us for
their contributions to make the Council the nost
transparent and inclusive and responsive
| egislative body it can be. So, | want to thank
a few nmenbers of the Council staff. They have
put in alot of, lot of tinme into this.

Qobvi ously, we want to thank David

Si ght zer (sp) [ phonetic], Gary Al tman(sp?), Ranon
Martinez, M chael Freednman Schnapp(sp?) |van
Webenous(sp?) [ phonetic], Rob Newran, Laura
Popa(sp?) [ phonetic], Ematawa(sp?) [phonetic]

00: 57: 43 Boot h, and Rachel Goodman from Counci
Menmber Lander’s staff. And, with that, | wll
ask Council| Menber, Brad Lander, as Chair of the

Rul es Commttee, to say a few words about this

58
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ref or m package.

MR. LANDER: Thank you so nuch, Madam
Speaker. This is a proud day for the New York
Gty Council. | believe that we are genuinely
transformng this body, not only for our term
but for the future, making it nore transparent,
nore fair, nore responsive, and nore inclusive,
by taking the politics out of nmenber itens,
ensuring fairer consideration of |egislation,
enpowering chairs and providing for nore open
government and transparency. We will make it
nore possi ble for nenbers, whoever they are,
wherever they' re from whatever their point of
view, to zealously represent their districts, and
nore possi ble for New Yorkers, wherever they're
from whatever community they’'re in, to genuinely
take part in the denocratic process that sets the
laws for the City of New York, that’s why were
elected, and it’s really, what this body is al
about. 1’ve had the opportunity to speak over
the last couple of days to the drafters of the
1989 Charter, which in nmany ways created the

nodern City Council and they told nme, you know,
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our hope in 1989 was that we woul d have a nore
diverse Cty Council, and that we woul d have one
that would step up to principles of good
governnent, and genuinely step up to its
responsibilities as a legislative body; and they
told ne...Fitz Schwartz [sic] and Eric Lane [sic]
that they really believe in so many ways as a
nore diverse body, and as one that’'s taking rules
ref orm and good government seriously. This is

the Gty Council that they envisioned.

As the Speaker nentioned, this was a very
i nclusive process that involved a | ot of folks
both internally and externally. And, | think it
was a nodel for the kind of inclusive |eadership
t hat the Speaker has set, and | know sone of
t hese thank you’ s have been said. | want to echo
t hem because this was a |l ot of work. That thanks
does start with Speaker. |It’s easy to call for
change fromthe outside, but to nmake change when
you're a |l eader and on the inside, and the
mnority |leader can still say this...he'|ll say
this nore eloquently than I, in his remarks as he

did in the Commttee, but the thanks start there.
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Thanks to Council Menbers, Cabrera, Geenfield,
and Wllians. W started work together a year
ago and worked together with many of our
col | eagues through the summer and fall to nove
this forward. The staff has been extraordinary
on this, David Sykes[sic], |Ivan Nuevenos(sp?)
[ phonetic], M chael Friedman(sp?) Schnopp[sic],
Amancha LeBoot he(sp?)[ phonetic], Gary Altmn,
Chuck Davis, Rob Newmran, and Laura Popa, as well
as Ranon Martinez, Elizabeth Delione
Vor gava(sp?) [ phonetic], Joe Toronto, Kathleen
Aun(sp?) [ phonetic], and Jeff
Roti s(sp?)[ phonetic], and ny chief of staff,
Rachael Goodman. They have all done a | ot of
wor k, research, comuni cation, working with
nmenbers. W had great partners in the Good
Gover nnent G oups and Conmon Cause Nyberg and
Citizens Union, who have long called for many of
the reforns that we’ re adopting today, and, who
al so, when the tinme cane to get serious about
adopting them were good partners, worked
thoughtfully with us, and I amvery pleased to

say are supporting all of the changes that we ar

61
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proposing today. So, with thanks to everyone who
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has noved us to this point, and special thanks to
t he Speaker, | amproud that we will be able to
nmove forward and adopt these rules reforns today.

Thank you

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TG Thank you,
Counci | Menber, Lander. And, with that, we

concl ude comuni cation fromthe Speaker

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. Discussion

of general orders, Council Menber, Kall os.

MR, KALLGCS: Thank you, Public Advocate.
I wanted to ask ny coll eagues to please vote in
favor of Land Use itens 49 and 50, Reso’s. 239
and 240. 1t’'s the application of Rockefeller
University. | wanted to thank the Land Use
Committee Chair, Geenfield, Zoning Comrttee
Chair, Weprin, Speaker, Melissa Mark-Viverito,
and her Land Use staff, Ada Fox, Gail Benjam n,
Ann McCoy|[ phonetic], Alonso Carr(sp?) and Rob
Moral i a(sp?). Through the negotiations that
started the nonent | set foot in nmy office, | was
able to work with Rockefeller University on a new

nodel, where we work together w thout | obbyist to




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG
make sure that the community gets benefits. The
benefits that ny community will be seeing are
$8, 000, 000. 00 to keep our parks fromliterally,
falling into the river, $1,000, 000.00 to mnaintai
those parks in perpetuity, supporting a new
conservancy for that park and piloting green
noi se barriers along the FDR Drive, in addition
t o expandi ng access to the canpus by 20% f or
hundreds of hours a year in public benefits. |
just want to thank Rockefeller and the body for
this, and the fact that as a new progressive
body, we are really able to nmake sure that any
devel oprment in our districts, regardl ess of how
as of right, or how old the deal may have been,

in this case, 1973, neans that it’'s going to be

63

n

sustainable, it’s going to support the conmunity.

And, again, thank you to Rockefeller University
for their conmtnent to earnest negotiations,
doi ng so without | obbyist, and making sure that
there was a concrete comunity benefit and al

t hose concerns were net. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. Counci

Menber, Garodni ck.
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MR. GARODNI CK: Thank you very much, Madam
Public Advocate. | wanted to just speak very
briefly on the rules reforms. Wth, first of
all, a real congratulations to the Speaker and
al so to Council Menber, Lander for sone rather
i npressive and significant reforns, particularly
as they relate to nenber itens, and bill
drafting, and | egal nenbs, and a lot of the
chal | enges that we have seen in the past. 1In the
spirit of the sense of denocracy, however, | did
want to note that there is one rule, in
particular, that | think, probably should not be
included in this package. | regard it as snal
enough of a deal that I don’'t think it should
i npact anybody’s vote on this rules reforns
package, but it is 7.110, the supra majority
bill’s sponsorship trader[sic]. This is the
provi sion which allows for an automatic vote on
whet her or not to grant the hearing for a bill
which has thirty four or nore sponsors. |In ny
view, it should rather be expected that a bill
that has thirty four sponsors, or perhaps even
fewer, should have a hearing, and its opportunity

to be considered. The rules today al ready have a
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sponsor’s privilege, which allow you, if you are
the | ead sponsor of a bill, to ask for a hearing
on that bill. That, in ny mnd, should be enough
in our Council rules to be able to satisfy that
opportunity. The rationale for this rule is that
Counci | nmenbers, perhaps, are a little too free
to lend their names to bills. And, if there were
a trader[sic] at thirty four, perhaps, we would
be nore restrained. | think that rather than put
inarule, we should just be nore restrained.

And, | think that the rules thensel ves take care
of it. That being said, this again, is a snall
part of a rather significant and very inpressive
package. So, | will be supporting it. | vote
yes. And, | also wanted to just note that if
this proves to be a challenge, or the Counci
finds itself not in conpliance with its own rules
as a result, | just hope that the Rules Conmttee
will revisit this or anything el se that we have...
that we are adopting today, to be able to ensure
a continued review of our best practices. Thank

you.
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. Counci |
Menber, G eenfield, on the general order

cal endar.

MR. GREENFI ELD: Thank you very nuch.
Speaki ng very briefly on Resolution 111-A.  And,
this is a resolution, we are calling upon the
State past legislation that woul d all ow New York

City to lower the speed limt...

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Counci | Menber,
Greenfield, you are tal king...you’ re speaki ng on

t he Resol uti on?

There is an opportunity for you to speak

on your resolution at a later point in the

calendar. |Is that alright? O ...
VR. GREENFI ELD: Sure.
PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. Reports of

standi ng conmittees?

(unidentified mal e speaker — O erk?):
Report of the Committee on Aging, Intro. 243-A

Senior Citizen Exenption.
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SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO:  Anended and

coupl ed on general order.

(unidentified mal e speaker — O erk?):
Report of the Commttee on Finance. Pre-

consi dered LU 60 and Reso. 237.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO, Coupl ed on

general order.

(unidentified mal e speaker — O erk?):

67

Report of the Committee on Land Use, LU 37 and

Reso. 238 through LU 15, Reso. 240, Rockefeller

Uni versity.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Coupl ed on

general order...

(unidentified mal e speaker — C erk?):
And... And it should have been nentioned...Let

just say...if | could say, it should have been

ne

mentioned during ny Speaker’s tinme, so apol ogies

to Council Menber Kallos. Un, coupled on general

order.

(unidentified mal e speaker — C erk?):

56 and Reso. 241, School Facility.

LU
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SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Coupl ed on

general order.

(unidentified mal e speaker — O erk?):
Report of the Commttee on Rules, Privileges

and El ections, Reso. 184-A, Council Rules Reform

SPEAKER MARK-VI VERI TO.  Anended and

coupl ed on general order.

(unidentified mal e speaker — O erk?):
Report of the Cormittee on State and Federal

Legi sl ation, Pre-Considered M50, Dog Licensing.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Coupl ed on

general order.

(unidentified nmal e speaker — O erk?):
CGeneral order cal endar, LU 28 and Reso. 242

t hrough LU 33 and Reso. 247, Dom no Sugar.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO, Coupl ed on

general order.

(unidentified mal e speaker — O erk?): LU
41 and Reso. 248 through LU 43 and Reso. 250,

West 57'" Street.
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SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Coupl ed on

general order.

(unidentified mal e speaker — O erk?):
Resol uti on Appointing Various Persons,

Conmmi ssi oner of Deeds.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO, Coupl ed on

general order. And, at this time, | ask for rol
call on all itens on the coupl ed general order
cal endar .

CLERK: Arroyo?

ARROYO. Aye.

CLERK: Barron?

BARRON: Perm ssion to explain ny vote?
Perm ssion to explain ny vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: So ordered.

BARRON: Thank you. In regards to the
Rul es Reform | certainly support those rule
refornms, | just want to make nention that it’'s a
continuation of work that had been begun when
termlimts ended and there was a coalition of
peopl e who cane together, the fresh denocracy
council. And, it included people, such as,

Counci | Menber, Charles Barron, Council Menber,




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 70
Al Van[sic](sp?), Council Menber, Avaller(sp?),
Counci | Menber, Sanders, and Council Menber,
Perkins, and others. And they were a group of
peopl e who saw t he need to have sone refornms and
they were able to get sonme reforns instituted, so
I want to give acknow edgenent to that, and vote
in support of that. 1In regards to LU 28 through
33, | amabstaining fromthat. | feel that the
devel oper shoul d have adhered to his conm tnent
to have 2.5 acres, and he did not fulfill that,
so | amabstaining on that. And, in regards to
606 West 57'" Street, | amvoting in favor of
that, although the rents are affordable for that
group of people, I think we need to work to get a
m x of people, and not have areas that are
excl usive; but, | am encouraged by the fact that
t he Council Menber has indicated that a few
bl ocks away from where this devel opnent is, there
wi || be anot her devel opnent going up, which wll
certainly reach out to those who are bel ow what
is the area nedian i ncome of that area. So, |
vote aye on all the others. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.

CLERK: Cabr er a?
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CABRERA: Permi ssion to explain ny vote?
PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes.

CABRERA: | just want to take a brief
nmonent to thank Council Menber, Brad Lander for
his | eadership in the Rule Reforns and Counci
Menber, WIlians and Council Menber, Geenfield,
as we sat together about a year ago. W started
wor ki ng towards this reform..

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Quite in the Chanbers,
pl ease. Quite in the Chanbers, please.

CABRERA: | want to call special attention
to all of the new, ny new col | eagues, that now
you will be able to, not have to worry |like sone
of us did when we first cane into the Council,
wondering how nmuch fundi ng we were going to get,
or are we going to be at the bottom 25% Now,
you can have certainty to be able to nmake good
deci sions based on the fact this is going to be
true equity here. The political aspect has been
totally taken out the equation. And, so, |
comrend Madam Speaker for your |eadership. And,
uh, that’s a true mark, of a true |eader to
enpower ot her |eaders. Thank you so nuch. And |

vote aye.
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CLERK: Chi n?

CHI N: Aye, on all.

CLERK: Cohen?

COHEN: Aye, on all.

CLERK: Const anti ni des?

CONSTANTI NI DES: Aye, on all.

CLERK: Cor negy?

CORNEGY: Aye, on all.

CLERK: Crow ey?

CROALEY: Madam Public Advocate, may
have permi ssion to explain ny vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes, Council Menber.

CROALEY: | rise to speak about the Rul es
Ref orm we are voting on today. These Rules
Reforms will assure that no | eader of this body
will be allowed to use our tax dollars as a
political tool. 1t’'s a good day for the Council,
it’s a good day for fairness and for our tax
payers. The ones who have truly suffered in the
past, because of the political process that
happened with nenber itens. |1'd like to
congratul ate our Speaker, Melissa Mark-Veverito,

and Council Menber, Brad Lander, and all of ny
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col | eagues who fought and worked so very hard to

get these changes nade. | vote aye, on all
CLERK: Cunbo?
CUMBO Publi ¢ Advocate, perm ssion to

explain nmy vote?

PUBLI C ADVCCATE: Yes, Council Menber.
CUMBCO. As protocol has al ready been
established, | just want to thank everyone in

regards to Rules Reformas the Director of a not
for profit organization, for over fourteen years,
it was always a very challenging tine, year after
year, to understand if our organization was goi ng
to remain in business. And, this particular
aspect of Rules Reformw Il allowthe
sustainability as well as the consistency that
not for profit organi zations throughout New York
City require in order to be viable, in order to
provi de the services that they need, year after
year, as well as giving their enployees the
stability that they need in order to plan for
their futures, and that of their children. So, |
thank you all for all of your hard work. And, as
a new Council Menber, it’s really refreshing and

exciting to cone in with the ability to hit the
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ground running with already such powerful
organi zation and unity anongst the body. So, |
t hank you. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: How do you vote?

CUMBGO. | vote aye, on all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.

CLERK: Deut sch?

DEUTSCH: Aye, on all.

CLERK: Di ckens?

DI CKENS: Aye.

CLERK: Dr onm??
DROVM Aye, on all.
CLERK: Espi nal ?

ESPI NAL: Aye, on all.

CLERK: Eugene?
EUCENE: | vote aye.
CLERK: Ferreras?

FERRERAS: Aye, on all.

CLERK: Gar odni ck?
GARODNI CK: Aye.
CLERK: Gentil e?

GENTI LE: Pl ease, congratulations to all.
| vote aye, on all.

CLERK: G bson?
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G BSON: | vote aye, on all.

CLERK: G eenfiel d?

GREENFI ELD: May | explain ny vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes.

GREENFI ELD: Thank you very nuch, Madam
Public Advocate. |, uh, first of all, I want to

t hank the Speaker. You know, it’s one thing to
meke a pledge, it’s another thing in this

busi ness actually, to keep a pledge. She kept

t he pl edge that was nmade before that rules would

be reforned. They were done in an expeditious

fashion. And, | really want to thank you for
that. It certainly takes a big person to give of
their power to benefit all, and I think that

needs to be recogni zed t oday.

| also, want to thank, as it was
recogni zed earlier, Council Menber, Lander,
Counci | Menber, Cabrera, and Council Menber,
Wlliams. Al of us did gather frequently. | am
not sure we ever actually expected that we woul d
get all of this done. | certainly didn’t think
that Brad was going to be the Deputy | eader for
policy. But, we have cone a |long way. And, |

want to thank you for keeping us engaged and for
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provi di ng Kosher food nost of the tinme, gernani
[sic] and, | really want to thank all of our
col l eagues for their support. | think today
really is a historic day. And, finally, | do
want to congratulate the four coll eagues on the
Land Use itenms, Council Menber, Levin, Counci
Menber, Reynoso, Council Menber, Rosenthal, and,
of course, Council Menber, Kallos. | wll tel
you that nobody fights harder for their
conmuni ties than council nmenbers. 1 know t hat
sonme of the nenbers and senators and congress
menbers don't like to hear to this, but it’s
true. W’re in the nei ghborhoods, we’'re in the
districts, we know the communities. And, these
four respective Council Menbers fought down to
the wire to get everything they could to ensure
that their communities would get a fair share out
t hese devel opnents. And, | want to congratul ate

themfor that. Thank you very much.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: How do you vote? How

do you vote, Council Menber?
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GREENFI ELD: Let me think about that for
a second. | guess I’'mgoing to go with, aye.

Thank you very nuch

CLERK: Johnson?

JOHNSON:  Permi ssion to explain ny vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes, sir.

JOHNSON:  Thank you, Madam Public
Advocate. | wanted to coment on the Land Use
item today, 606 West 57'" Street, which is Counci
Menber, Helen Rosenthal’s district, just outside
mne. | wanted to congratul ate her on her hard
work on this item | know she spent a
significant anpunt of tinme working with the
devel oper to get sone real benefits for the
community. | also want to echo her concerns, and
concerns that were raised by constituents in ny
district and in her district wwth the Land Use
process generally. Council Menber, Rosent hal
mentioned that five thousand new people are
coming to this very small area in the next few
years. And, | know conversations aren’t always
sexy with regard to infrastructure and traffic
and the inpact on schools, and other issues that

matter in a |ocal neighborhood. But, this is
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really going to inpact the neighborhood al ong the
West Side both in her district and mine. And,
it’s ny hope that as we nove forward and the West
Si de becones even nore devel oped, we can have a
| onger conversation about how we can provide
essential services, libraries, schools, traffic
mtigation in the nei ghborhood, on the Wst Side.
So, | vote aye, on this matter today; but, | also
want the fol ks that did have reservations and
guestions to know that | know that Counci

Menber, Rosenthal heard their concerns, and | did

as well. Congratulations to Council Menber,
Rosenthal. And, | vote aye, on all.
CLERK: Kal | 0s?
KALLCS: Perm ssion to explain ny vote?
PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes.
(pause)
KALLCS: | rise to speak to the Rules
Reforms. | want to thank Council Menbers

Geenfield, WIlianms, Cabrera, and Lander for

their | eadership on this issue. | want to thank
t he Speaker for keeping her promse to nmake this
happen and for her |eadership in getting it done

so very quickly. | want to acknow edge the hard
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work of the staff, David Sitzer(sp?), M chael
Freedman Schnapp(sp?), anongst many ot hers.

After years of fighting for these types of
reforms in Albany, it is an honor to be voting in
favor of these refornms voluntarily. Many are
calling these typological refornms to the rules,
Gty Council 2.0, for a body that boldly going
into the 215" Century. The next iteration of
gover nnent uses technol ogy to enpower New Yor k
City residents with informati on and tools they
need to have a dedicated role in a denocratic
process. Legislation is the source code for the
| aws that operate our governnment. By opening up
our |egislative process, with an open APlI, we can
enpower civic hackers and entrepreneurs to create
appl i cations that nake our government accessible
and accountable to all New Yorkers. | vote aye.
PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Quite in the Chanbers,

pl ease. Quite in the Chanbers.

CLERK: Ki ng?

Kl NG Aye, on all.
CLERK: Koo?

KOO Aye, on all.
CLERK: Kosl owi t z?
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KOSLOW TZ: Aye, on all
CLERK: Lancnan?

LANCVMAN:  May | explain nmy vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes.

LANCVMAN:  Thank you. | just want to
commend t he Speaker and the Chair of the Rules
Committee for the work that they put into the
Rul es Reform process. | found it to be a very
i nclusive and conprehensive...uh, you know, it’s
very easy for a speaker and | eadership and a
council to hoard authority, and to do what they
can to make it difficult for nenbers in the body
to advance | egislation, and for nenbers of the
public to understand what is going on, and the
procedures that effect the legislation and the
budget that is inportant to them But, our
Speaker did just the opposite. She deserves to
be comended for that. These Rules will have a
significant inpact, |I believe, on equity in the
Counci |, transparency, and nost inportantly, for
me, the denocratic process, giving each nenber a
greater opportunity to have their voice heard, to
have input into the process, and to ultimtely

make the | egislation that we produce better, nore




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG
effective, nore responsive to the needs of al
New Yorkers. So, | amgoing to be voting yes on

the Rules Reformas well as everything el se.
And, | do want to conmend the Speaker and the
Chair of the Rules Committee for bringing these

excellent refornms to the body. Thank you very

much.
PUBLI C ADVOCATE: How do you vote?
LANCMAN:  Yes.
CLERK: Lander ?
LANDER: Aye, on all.
CLERK: Levi n?
LEVI N: Perm ssion to explain nmy vote?
PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes, Council Menber.
LEVI N: Thank you, Madam Public
Advocate. |, too, want to congratul ate Madam

Speaker and Chair Lander and everybody el se that
has worked so diligently on these Rul es Refornmns.
Un | want to be clear, and | think everyone
shoul d know that the Rules Reforns that the
Council is putting into place and that Speaker
Mark-Viverito has put forward here, are nothing
short of revolutionary. They are revolutionary

inthis body. It is the nost substantial and

81
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significant Rules Reformthat have happened in
nodern history in this body. And, it will have a
real inpact on people’s lives. And, this is going
to be great for the health of this body, noving

forward, the People’ s House in New York City, and

it will be great for the health, long term of New
York Gty and its institutions. So, | want to
congratul ate you, Madam Speaker; | want to

congratul ate you, Chair Lander, on a job well
done. And, nmany generations wll be thankful.

Thank you. And, | vote aye.

CLERK: Vacca?
VACCA: Aye, on all.
CLERK: Levi ne?

LEVI NE: Aye, on all.

CLERK: Mai sel ?

MAI SEL: Aye, on all.

CLERK: Matt eo?

MATTEO Pass [sic]

PUBLI C ADVCCATE: Yes, Council Menber.
MATTEQ Aye, on all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.

CLERK: Manchaca?

MANCHACA: Aye, on all.
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CLERK: Mendez?
VENDEZ: | vote aye on all. And, |

abstain on LU 41, 42, 43 and any associ at ed
Resos.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.

CLERK: Mller?

M LLER Aye, on all

CLERK: Reynoso?

REYNCSO. Perm ssion to explain nmy vote?

PUBLI C ADVCCATE: Yes, Council Menber.

REYNOSO. Thank you. | just want to thank
Counci | Menber, Steve Levin for working al ongside
me and our conmunities in really getting a great
plan forward. | amextrenely grateful for the
partnership that we are building through this
process. | also want to say thank to our Chairs,
Weprin and Geenfield for standing with us, as
wel | as Ada Fox, and Gail Benjam n, who hel ped us
t hrough the process, and the comunity for com ng
out, Two Trees for working with the community for
so many years, and really getting to the nitty-
gritty on what we really need in these
comrunities. And, overall | thought the process

was great. So, | amextrenmely grateful and
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t hankful to Council Menber, Levin as well. So,
vote aye, on all

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.

CLERK: Ri chards?

Rl CHARDS: Aye, on all.

CLERK: Rodri guez?

RCODRI GUEZ: May | explain ny vote?
PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes, Council Menber.
RCODRI GUEZ: | will be voting aye. And,

like | said last time, and | said today, during
the voting of this Resolution that will bring
transparency and fairness to the Council. |
think that by voting on this reform know ngly we
can say that our Speaker will be known as nore
progressive one by her actions, by we as a body,
will have a lot to celebrate, with the | egacy
that we will leave for the future generation
letting them know that we can be of nore power as
a body, when we share the body. That concern on
the thirty four signature that will allow a
Counci | nmenber to have the opportunity to go for
the coomittee, and having a yes or no, it wll,

if he will nove to a voting, | think it’s a great

thing to do. | was there in the | ounge when,
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even though we had a right to get our bill out of
the coormittee, many of ny coll eagues here, there
wer e argui ng agai nst Council nenbers to go and
use that power because it will affect the inage
of the Council. So, here we will have a great
opportunity with the voice of thirty four
counci | mrenbers who will say this is a good bill
and at |east a commttee should nmake a deci sion
if it will be taken to a floor. | think that
that’s how we build denocracy. Thank you. |
vot e aye.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. Conti nuing

with the roll call.

CLERK: Rose?

RCSE: Perm ssion to explain ny vote,
pl ease?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes, Council| Menber.

ROSE: | just would like to

congratul ate Chair Lander and Speaker Mark-
Viverito, and all of the Council nenbers for this
i ncredi bly open and col | aborative, and even
transformati ve process that we were able to
engage in to pass the Rules Reform Um in terns

of SCRIE, Intro. 243 and Reso. 185, | amreally
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proud to vote in support of Intro. 243, which is
i ncreasi ng the maxi mum i ncone | evel qualifying
the exenption fromrent increases granted to
certain senior citizens to $50,000.00; and Reso.
185, calling upon New York State legislature to
pass and the Governor to sign as one...as 1218 and
A-1790, which would link incone threshold
increases for the senior citizen rent increase
exenption SCRIE to changes in the consuner price
i ndex. Both of the these neasures have been | ong
needed, and in my district, which has a | arge and
grow ng seni or popul ation, many have told ne how
t hey have m ssed the threshold cut off by a nere
$69.00. Yes, $69.00 could render them
ineligible. SCRIE assistance can be nade...can
nmake a difference for seniors between |iving
i ndependently with dignity and having to nmake the
deci sion on whether to pay the rent or eat.
Muhat ma Ghandi once said, a nation’s greatness is
neasured by how it treats its weakest nenbers.
These nmeasures and others |ike them are what
di stinguish New York City as one of the greatest
and nost visionary cities in the world. And, |

want conmmend Council Menber, Chin for this
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| egislation. Thank you. And, | vote, aye on
all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.

CLERK: Rosent hal ?

ROSENTHAL : Aye, on all.

CLERK: Torres?

TORRES: Perm ssion to explain nmy vote,
very briefly?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes, Council Menber.

TORRES: | just want to conmmend the
Speaker for her role in really fundanentally
changing the culture and the structure of the
Cty Council. And, | couldn’t be prouder to be a
menber of this body. And, I'’mproud to have a

Speaker who is a bona fide reforner. And, you're

proving it today, so, thank you. | vote aye,
proudly.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.

CLERK: Treyger?

TREYGER: Perm ssion to explain ny vote?
PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes, Council Menber.
TREYGER: Thank you. | want to first

t hank the Speaker and | want to thank the Chair

of the Rules Cormittee, Brad Lander, for not just
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tal king about reform but actually getting things
done. And, | think that is a major distinction
that should be recognized. And, | believe that
enpowering the Council by extension really
enpowers our constituents, because we are the
ones that have the nobst contact, direct contact
Wi th the constituents. So, the nore power this
body has, the nore power and say our comrunities
have. And, | truly appreciate and | appl aud and
I thank the Speaker and | thank Chair, Brad
Lander, and all those who have been very hel pful
meki ng that happen. | also want to thank the
Speaker and the Chair, Lander, again, on a
different item | want to thank the Speaker for
having the vision, for first of all, creating a
new conmittee, recovering resiliency, to really
hone in on this issue of Sandy recovery, and how
to make our City nore resilient in the face of
climte change. Wen this Commttee first
forned, people questioned what powers and
jurisdiction it had, and the truth is, it was
sinply an oversi ght body. But thanks to the
Speaker, and many Chairs of other commttees that

have partnered with ne, and our commttee, we
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have certainly pushed Sandy to the forefront of
our City’'s agenda. And, today, as part of the
Rul es Reform package, we are giving the commttee
actually nore jurisdiction and nore teeth in the

oversi ght of mayoral offices that deal with

recovery process and resiliency. So, | want to
t hank the Speaker. | want to thank Chair, Brad
Lander for your support. And, | want to thank

al so, M ke Freednman Schnapp, who has been so
instrunental and very helpful in nmaking this
happen. By enpowering this committee, you are
enpowering the victinms of that storm and you are
sendi ng a nmessage that we care about this issue.
And, noving forward, how can we better prepare

our City in the face of climate change. So, |

thank you all. And, | vote aye.
PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.
CLERK: Urich?

ULRI CH: Perm ssion not to explain ny
vot e?
(1 aughs)

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: And it wll not be
gr ant ed.

(1 aughs)
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ULRI CH: | vote aye, on all.
PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.
CLERK: Val | one?
VALLONE: Aye, on all. And, well done,
Madam Speaker
CLERK: Weprin?

VEPRI N: Perm ssion to briefly, explain

nmy vote?
PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes, Council Menber.
VEPRI N: | just would be remss if |

didn’t nention that the issue of Rules Reform has
come up over the |last couple of the years, | know
Counci | Menber, Lander and | have been di scussing
for a nunber of years, along with a | ot of our

col |l eagues. And, the Speaker did talk about it
often during the race for Speaker, as well as the
tinme after that, and | do have to give her an
enormous anount credit. | was asked by a | ot of
people, and a | ot of menbers of the press, sone
of who are sitting in the roomright now, is this
really going to happen? And, | said she nade a
comm tment, and | expect her to keep it. And she
did. And, really, it was a great process. |

have to give her a conplinent that this is a | ot




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG

91

of things that we tal ked about, a lot of the

reforms, and she nmade it an inclusive process.

And, these are very inportant changes.

| al so

want to acknow edge sonething that is not a rules

change, but I'mnot sure we’ve acknow edged it on

the floor properly, but | thank her for

starting

the neetings on tine, and for keeping to a clock

and a schedul e, as she also prom sed during that

race.

(appl ause)

So, congratul ations m ster...Madam Speaker, and

al so, to Brad Lander and to the nenbers of the
Rul es Committee and Rul es Reform Caucus. Thank
you.
PUBLI C ADVOCATE: How do you vote?
VEEPRI N: | vote aye.
PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.
CLERK: WIlians?
WLLIAMS: May | be excused to explain ny
vot e?
(1 aughs)

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes, Counci
W LLI AMS: Thank you so nuch

(background noi se/tal ki ng)

Menber .
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l'msorry, | just want to talKk...

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: The clock is running.
(1 aughs)

WLLI AMS: No...you’ve got to give ne a
couple mnutes...that was the Speaker who took
away fromny...

(1 aughs)

I just want to first say, congratul ations
to the Speaker, and she deserves a lot of credit.
Congratulations for this. Not only did she keep
a canpai gn pledge, not only did she allow the
di scussi on, she encouraged the discussion, and
she encouraged dissent in the discussion. She
encour aged honesty in the discussion, and | think
she needs to be appl auded for that one. | say
congrat ul ati ons.

(appl ause)

And, of course, congratulations to uh, Chair
Lander, who has nentioned, with nyself, Cabrera,
Geenfield, started tal ki ng about these things,
think a year or two ago. | don’t think...|I

t hought it woul d have happened so quickly, but
the Chair really took the mantle on noving this

forward. And, | also think you need sone
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appl ause as well, and say congratul ations to you
for helping bring this to where it is. Um |
think it should go down in council history as a
very magnani nous day. W nmade sone rul es changes
and al so sone cul tural changes, because not al
t hem were rul es changes, but sonme cultura
changes that | don’t think make the Speaker weak.
| think it just helps the Council menbers do
their job as good as they can and do it in a way
t hat peopl e expect us to, while naking sure that
we have a strong speaker who can |lead this body
in adirection that it needs to go. So, | am
very proud of it. |, too, do have sonme concerns
with the nunber thirty four, and the automatic
trigger. | don’t know that | am necessarily
against it, but I amconcerned. And, | would
like us to keep track of how it affects us
adm ni stratively, and how we do our jobs in terns
of putting legislation forward. And, if there is
any problens, |, too, |ike Council Menber,
Garodnick, would just like us to correct it if we
need to, going forward. So, with that, | want to
vote aye, on all, with the exception of Land Use

41, 42, 43, and all acconpanyi ng Resos. And, |
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congratul ate ny col |l eagues, Kall os, Reynoso,
Levin and Rosenthal for their work today. | vot
aye.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Counci | Menber, are

you voting no, or are you abstaining on those...

WLLIAMS: .1l'msorry. Abstaining on 41,
42, and 43.
PUBLI C ADVOCATE: And the rest you're

voti ng aye?

W LLI AMS: Yes.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.

CLERK: | gni zi 07?

IGNIZI O Aye.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.

CLERK: Van Braner ?

VAN BRAMER: Perm ssion to briefly

explain nmy vote?
PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes, Council Menber.
VAN BRAMVER: | just want to conmend
Speaker Mark-Viverito and Chair Lander and the
entire body. Wen thirty four of us signed the
document last fall, few people believed that we
woul d foll ow through, should we be successful,

and that has happened. And, | want to share one

94

e
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brief story. Last week | ran into a counci
col | eague, forner council colleague, who served
twel ve years and left in Decenber as a result of
termlimts. He said, “I’mjeal ous of you
because fromwhat | hear, it is an amazing Cty
Council that you get to serve in. It is truly
denocratic and things are happening there that |
never thought possible. And, | never got to
serve in that Cty Council.” | want the Speaker
to know that former council nenbers who served
twel ve years, are talking |ike that about the
Gty Council. That is an enornous step forward
and an enornous victory. And, Speaker Mark-
Viverito deserves great credit for naking that

possi bl e. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: How do you vote?

VAN BRAMER: | vote aye.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.

CLERK: Speaker Mark-Viverito?

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TG | proudly vote
aye. | thank all the colleagues for their
comments. And, | also do want to recogni ze that

up in the bal cony, we have sixteen m ddl e school

kids visiting us from Acron, OChio.
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(appl ause)

Want to wave to us, so we know where you are?

Oh, it’s wonderful. Wlcone to Gty Hall. W'Il
be taking a photo later, but...l proudly vote aye,
on all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. We wel cone

the Youth G vic Leadership under the | eadership
of Mark Favors, the Executive Director from
Acron, Ohio. Wlcone to New York Cty, and we...
wel cone all of you. And, you are w tnessing
denocracy and civics in action. Wlconme to New
York City.

Al itens on today’ s general order
cal endar were adopted by a vote of 48 in the
affirmative, zero in the negative, and zero
abstentions, with the exception of Land Use Call -
ups 28 through Land Use 33, and acconpanyi ng
Resol uti ons, which was adopted by a vote of 47 in
the affirmative, zero negative, and one
abstention, and LU...
(background noi se/t al ki ng)

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Quite, please.

Pl ease, quite. Land Use Call-ups 41 through 43

and acconpanyi ng Resos., which were adopted by a




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 97
vote of 46 in the affirmative, zero negative, and
two abstentions. Revised Land Use Call-ups were
adopted by a vote of 48 in the affirmative, and
zero negatives.

I ntroduction and readi ng of bills.

Seei ng, none. Discussion of Resolutions. The
first Resolution that we wll hear fromis
Resol ution 1.

(interruption) (pause)

kay. .reading of bills?

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TG Yes. Al bills
are referred to their appropriate commttees, as
i ndi cated on the agenda.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. Discussion
of Resolutions. The first Resolution that we
will hear fromis, Resolution 111-A, an anended
Resol ution, calling upon the New York State
| egislature to pass, and the Governor to sign.
Legislation that will allow New York City to
lower its speed limt to 25 mles per hour. W
will first hear fromthe sponsor, Council Menber,
David G eenfield.

GREENFI ELD: Thank you, Madam

Public Advocate. | appreciate it. | want to
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t hank, of course, the Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverto, the transportation Commttee Chair,
Adoni s Rodriguez, the Mayor, and the Depart nent
of Transportation, and all of ny colleagues in
the Council for prioritizing traffic safety. It
is one of the nost inportant agendas that we have
here...

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Excuse ne,

Counci| Menber. May we pl ease have sonme quite in
t he Chanbers...

GREENFI ELD: Yeah, | woul d
appreci ate that, thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. You
have the...

GREENFI ELD: .50, | want to thank
all of ny colleagues for prioritizing traffic
safety, specifically, Vision Zero. This was
actually a piece of legislation that we started
on several years ago, before Vision Zero was hot
or popular, and it took us sonme tine. And,
peopl e were skeptical, but | think, the science
is very clear. |If you take action, including
lowering the speed limt, in New York City, it

will sinply, save lives. And, while in the past
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years, we have actually seen the nurder rate has
gone down in New York City, the rate of
pedestrians getting killed in autonobile
acci dents, has gone up. And, really, today, |
believe it is the top public safety issue that we
have in New York City, and that’s why | encourage
nmy coll eagues to vote aye. And, | want to thank
the Committee Council’s Lyle Frank and Laura
Popa(sp?) for their great assistance and advice
over the years. Thank you very nuch.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.
Pl ease note that on Resol utions, your comments
are limted to one mnute. In regards to this
Resol uti on, Council Menber, Rodriguez.

RODRI GUEZ: Thank you. | want to
say that nmy decision to change ny stand from 20
mles to 25 mles per hour. The speed limt was
not taken lightly. After careful deliberation
and di scussion, with famly nenbers, or victins
of these terrible crashes, we feel that in order
for nmeaningful action to be taken, we nust unite
as a Cty, and let our...call echo across the
Chanbers in the State lays |ater][sic]

(legislature?) W can build a unified coalition
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between the City Council, the Mayor’s office, and
the nost inportantly, famly for safer street, in
our neaningful fight to change our Cty's speed
limt. | ask all ny colleagues to pl ease vote
aye on this Resolution

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Does any ot her
Menber wi sh to speak on this Resolution? W wll
now take a vote. Al of those in favor, say,
aye.
(group response): Aye.

PUBLI C ADVCCATE: Al'l of those
opposed, say, hay.
(group response): Nay.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Any abstentions?
The ayes have it.

The next Resolution, is a Resolution
calling upon the United States Congress to pass
and the President of the United States to sign.
Senate 2- 2182 the Suicide Prevention for
American Veterans Acts, |egislation expanding and
i nproving care provided to veterans and service
menbers with nmental health disorders or are at
risk for suicide, and the sponsor nenber is

Counci | Menber, Cabrera.
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Cabrera: Thank you so much, Public
Advocate. As a grandson of a grandfather who
fought in Wrld War 11, and ny father who fought
in the Arny, Airborne, | stand, truly proud on
the Reso. 159 that is going to be able to expand
the health care period for VA, fromthe VA from
five years to fifteen years. It will reviewthe
terms of the discharge of certain individuals
fromthe armed forces, and it will require a
pil ot program on | oan repaynent for psychiatrists
who agree to serve in the Veterans Health
Adm ni stration of the Departnent of Veterans
Affairs. | want to give a special thanks to the
Speaker and to Chair Alrich for their support.
And, | encourage all the nenbers to vote aye on
this item And, especially, in light of the fact
that we’re losing twenty two U.S. veterans daily
as a result of suicide. Thank you so nuch

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. Are
there any nmenbers who would |ike to speak on this
Resol uti on?

Seeing none. All those in favor, say aye.

(group response): Aye.
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Al of those
opposed?

(group response):

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Any abstentions?
The ayes have it.

The next Resolution. Resolution calling
upon the New York State |egislature to pass and
the Governor to sign. Senate 1218 and A-1790,
| egislation that would Iink inconme threshold
increases for the senior citizen rent increase
exenption, SCRIE program to changes in the
consuner price index. And, it’'s sponsored by
Counci | Menber, Margaret Chin.

(I'nterruption)

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: She’ s not speak...
kay. Um all of those in favor of that
Resol uti on, say aye.

(group response): Aye.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Al of those

opposed?
(group response):
PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Any abstentions?

The ayes have it.
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Resol ution 189. Calling upon the New York
State Legislature to pass and the Governor to
sign. A-9036, Senate 6516, authorizing |ocal
governments to establish and enforce higher
| evel s of m ninumwage. And, that is sponsored
by Council Menber, Danny Dromm  Council Menber,
Danny Dr omrmf

DROVM Thank you very nuch. Thank

you, Madam Public Advocate and Madam Speaker.
al so want to start off by thanking nmy coll eague,
Counci | Menber, Daneek M Il er, who co-authored
this Resolution with me. The m ni nrum wage i n New
York City is absurdly low. How can anyone be
expected to survive in New York Gty on $8.00 an
hour? New York Gty with a highest cost of
living in the United States, has the sane m ni mum
wage as Buffalo, and other localities that have
very low cost of living. As a result, many
fam |ies have no choice but to avail thenselves
of public benefits. Particularly, inpacted are
fast food workers, nost of whomwork for mnulti-
billion dollar conmpanies. W, as an entire city,
are subsidizing these ultra-rich corporations by

suppl ementi ng the trenmendously | ow wages they
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pay. Earlier this nonth, the Mayor of Seattle, a
city with far fewer cost of living, far |ower
cost of living, announced that his city plans on
gradual |y raising the mni numwage from $9.32 to
$15.00 an hour. It is tine for us to act and to
enabl e the men and wonen who work here, in New
York City, to be able to actually afford to live

here al so. Thank you very nuch.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Counci | Menber,
Mller.

M LLER: Thank you, Madam Public
Advocate. | think that Council Menber, Dronmm
said it very well. 1’d just like to thank him

for his leadership on this...such an inportant
issue. And, | just want to reiterate that we,
here in the Cty of New York, and our workers
that work so hard, should not be held to the sane
standards of living as those in Buffal o, Al bany,
and Rochester, where the cost of living is
obviously less, nuch less than it is here. And,

| think that this is such an appropriate bill

And, | hope that all our colleagues will vote

yes.
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. Any
ot her menbers who wish to speak on this bill?
Al of those in favor, say aye.
(group response): Ayes.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Al'l of those
opposed?
(group response):

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Any abstentions?
The ayes have it.

The next Resolution is Resolution 231.

Resol ution calling upon the New York State
Legi slature to pass and the Governor to sign. A-
6597 and Senate 4609, |egislation that woul d
repeal provisions of |aw granting a real property
tax exenption to the Madi son Square Garden.
Counci | Menber, Johnson.

JOHNSON: Thank you, Madam Public
Advocate. Thank you for introducing the pre-
consi dered Resol ution and what it would do. This
tax break that has existed, has cost New York
Cty $300, 000, 000.00 since its inception in 1982,
and will, according to the |Independent Budget
Ofice, result in 17.4 mllion dollars of |ost

revenue this year, in 2014, and next year val ued
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up to $50, 000, 000.00 in lost revenue and property
taxes. Intended by the |ate Mayor Koch, to |ast
only ten years, and now persists. |It’s the only
State tax break written into law to benefit a
si ngl e conpany, out of approxi mately eight
billion dollars’ worth of State programs. It’s
the only tax break that never expires.

Oiginally conceived to ensure that the Knicks
and Rangers stayed in New York during tinmes of
rising costs. Both these teans are now two of
t he nost val uabl e properties in the respective
| eagues, and achi eves[sic] benefits froma full
property tax exenption. There's nore to say, but
I want to thank Chairwonman, Ferreras, the finance
staff, and I want to ask my coll eagues to end
this tax break to fund New York City services
that are needed. This is in our State budget
response. Thank you for my col |l eagues who have
supported this.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Counci | Menber,
Ferreras, the Chair of Finance.

FERRERAS: Thank you. And, |’'m
going to try to limt ny comments so |’ m not

repetitive. But | just wanted to very,
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specifically, talk about this tax exenption which
has existed in perpetuity for MBS sic] and, in
many ways, Mayor Koch already stated that that
was not the intention. According to the
I ndependent Budget O fice, who testified earlier
in the Finance Committee, on this Resolution, the
consensus within the economcs file...file, the
government subsidies for sports facilities are
not an effective use of scarce public resource.
There..."There is little evidence that
substanti ates subsidies to support facilities
generated...generate sufficient economc activity
t hat woul d have occurred in the absence of the
subsidy.” MSG has received this tax exenption
for thirty two years. To date, the accunul ative
val ue of the exenption is currently over $300
mllion dollars with $17.3 million dollars in
foregone taxes in fiscal year 2015. And, as we
enter our executive budget hearings, | bet we all
know what we can do with $17.3 mllion dollars,
if we had it. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. Any
ot her menbers wi shing to speak on this

Resol uti on? Council Menber, Rosenthal .
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ROSENTHAL : Un | just want to
reiterate what | said in conmttee, that | think
it's...you know, when Madi son Square Garden tal ks
about the philanthropic work that it does, you
know, | think that’s terrific, and applaud them
for it, but I think it’s incredibly disrespectful
that...for themto talk to Gty governnent about
its philanthropic work when it doesn’t even pay
its taxes for all the services that it uses,
i ncluding police, sanitation, and fire departnent
of buildings, everything. So, you know, |’ m
going to proudly vote yes on this. And, | really
want to applaud ny coll eagues for bringing up
this Resolution. | hope the State cones to its
senses, and ends this tax exenption. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. Any
ot her menmber wi shing to speak on this
Resol ution? All of those in favor, say aye.
(group response): Aye.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: All of those
opposed?
(group response):

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Any abstentions?

The ayes have it.
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General discussion. Council Menber, Inez
Di ckens.

DI CKENS: Thank you, Madam Public

Advocate. First, | would like to acknow edge
that...and let the Council know, and Madam
Speaker that Paul Roberson, Jr. passed several
weeks ago. And, although he was not as el oquent
as his dad, he was no less a strong activist for
civil rights, human rights, and fairness for
all. 1 also, want to congratul ate M chael Sam
for being drafted by the St. Louis Rans this
week...
(cheer s/ appl ause)
.whi ch would make himthe first openly gay man
to play for the NFL. This is a pivotal step in
the sports world, and I wish himwell, and a
phenonenal football career. For the past few
weeks, the race comments nmade by Donald Sterling
have been striking. | applaud the NBA for their
decision to ban himfor life and continue to
push for the selling of the Cippers to an owner
that is accepting and welcomng of all. In
addition, | congratul ate Magi ¢ Johnson for

handl i ng hinmself with dignity and respect
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t hroughout this ordeal, as was seen on Anderson
Cooper’s interview last night. Finally, |
commend the Gty Council for joining a canpaign
to bring our girls back. The press conference
hel d on Monday with the | eadership of our
Speaker, Melissa Mark-Viverito and Counci
Menber, Laurie Cunbo, and all the caucuses of
the Gty Council sent a clear nessage that we
support our girls, and sonething nmust be done to
bring them back. | comrend the few nenbers of
t he Wonen N geri an Del egati on who nore than a
nonth ago cane to our City, seeking assistance,
but for fear of retaliation, did not go public,
and their quite screans fell on deaf ears.
Thanks to social nedia, it has made this issue
wor | d-wi de, and these fenales don’t have to fear
anynore. Send...l send ny |ove and strength, and
courage to these girls. And, today, as | stand
with them 1 declare that today, and until they
return, I am N gerian. Bring our girls back.
And, | want to thank, of course, Council Menber,
Alrich for the Veterans Reso. 159 for badly
needed nedi cal attention and nental health

services, and to Council Menber, Chin on Reso.
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185 for the SCRIE, linking it to the consumer’s
price index. Thank you, Madam Speaker...Public
Advocat e and Speaker.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.
Counci| Menber, Daneek MIler.

M LLER: Thank you, Madam Public
Advocat e, and Madam Speaker. This afternoon,
rise...I’msorry.
(1 aughs/ background noi se)
Be quite. Actually, 1I'll sit and say it.
(1 aughs)

To the col | eagues, we have a...you are
probably in receipt of a letter, a dear
coll eague letter that |’ve sent out. And, it
states that we have thirty eight days left. W
have thirty ei ght days before we | ose two
t housand good jobs. | refer to the enpl oyee
protection provision. It is with great
conviction that I wite you today, asking for
your support on the enpl oyee protection
provision. A mandatory in New York City’s
school bus contracts. The EPP has been incl uded
in all such contracts since 1979 through 2011.

But in 2012, the previous admnistration renoved
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them from under fabricated prem ses of costs and
legalities. The EPP was designed to protect

wor kers’ pensions, pronote fair hiring and
practices, and allow for an experienced and wel |
trained work force to be retained. Since its
renoval , we have w tnessed the erosion of the
school bus transportation industry and

wor kforce. As a result, famlies have been left
suffering, at the end of the school year...at the
end of this school year. Another two thousand
bus work enployees will be left w thout jobs,
and thousands of nore famlies will fear their
children’s norning commute. Throughout the City
of New York, and Metropolitan area, over siXx
hundred thousand students utilize transportation
servi ces contracted by the Departnent of
Education, which serves as the center piece of
the | argest such systemin the country. W are
obligated to make sure that this systemis safe
and reliable for our children, and enpl oying the
nost experienced and qualified workforce, allows
us to do so. However, this period, since the
EPP' s renoval, we have seen dimnishing of this

i ndustry, and |I ask that you all support us on
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this enpl oyee protection provision. Thank you,
Madam Publ i ¢ Advocat e.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.
Counci | Menber, Van Braner.

VAN BRAMER: Thank you very nuch,
Madam Public Advocate. | do rise to speak about
a package of bills that I’ve introduced that
reformthe board of standard and appeals. This
package of reforns would provide increased
communi ty involvenent in the BSA process and
require BSA to respond to concerns of the
comrunity by enacting several refornms. Intro.
281 requires all mayoral recommended nenbers of
BSA to be approved by the Gty Council. Intro.
282 initiates BSA rules change to create a
st andar di zed procedure through which BSA wi ||
i ncorporate the recormendations of the City
Pl anni ng Comm ssion Community Boards, borough
boards, and tenants. Intro. 283 would expand
t he nmenbership of the BSA. And, finally, being
i ntroduced today, Intro. 354 creates a fornmal
procedure for conmunity nenbers to draft a
conpl ai nt agai nst the issue that stands before

t he BSA because previously, and currently, in
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maki ng rulings, the BSA does not have to reveal
or discuss any responses to conmunity and/or
el ected official objections when they grant
variances. |It’s an inportant series of reforns
that | introduced in the previous council, and
that | re-introduce today, and | wel cone support
fromall of ny colleagues. Thank you very nuch.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you,
Counci | Menmber. Council Menber, Kall os.

KALLCS: Thank you. 1°'d like to
join the Public Advocate and the Speaker in
wel com ng the Youth Civic Leadershi p Acadeny,
Mark Favors and his sixteen students from Acron,
Chio, here today, to see that no matter what your
background, you can becone a | eader, and nake
hi story. Please, renenber to follow your dreans.
Today, | amintroducing two introductions. One
Resol ution. The first Introduction 328 with
Counci | Menber, Jinmy Vacca and Borough
President, Gail Brewer...open foil creating a
centralized, automated, online process for
subm tting, tracking and responding to Freedom of
Information | aw requests, and for making the

content of non-personal requests and responses
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public, in the interests of efficiency, fairness,
and transparency. The second, is Introduction
329 with Council Menber, Brad Lander, to create
an office of food policy and a food policy
council, building on Council Menber, Brad
Lander’s work fromlast year. This is a grass
roots driven bill, and | have the honor of
wor ki ng col | aboratively with New York City food
forum which now represents over ninety food
advocacy organi zations across the Gty. This
codi fies the Mayor’'s office of food policy as the
office of food and the interagency food policy
task force, and creates a food policy council,
whi ch have been al ready been convened in nearly
two hundred other states and nunicipalities
across the country. The New York Gty Food
Pol i cy Council would advise the Mayor’s office on
policy initiatives to reduce hunger, reform
school food prograns, and inprove nutrition,
reduce obesity, and cards city purchasing of
| ocal and sust ai nabl e products, inproving worKking
condi tions for food workers and reduci ng waste.
Lastly, I’'d introduce Resolution 232 to

consol i date the June Federal and Septenber State
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primaries into one primary in June in order to
save $50 million dollars of the tax payers, and
to inprove our State’'s voter turn-out. Thank
you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.
Counci | Menber, Jumaane WIIians.

(interruption)

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Bl ess you.

W LLI AMS: Un sorry. | just
want to first, recognize a couple of students
fromny district who participated in an essay...
t hey wote about what changes they woul d nmake as
counci | menbers and why. And, these two w nners
are here, and they took a nice tour and hung out
with me for the day. |If they could please stand
up. That is Nyeba(sp?) Wng, eighteen years old
from Qpportunities for a Better Tonorrow. \Wave.
And... (appl ause)

.Nicole Tefler(sp?), seventeen years old, High
School for Service and Learning, | believe is
going to Penn State, yes? Let’s give thema
round of appl ause, pl ease.

(appl ause)

116
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And, | would |like to ask co-sponsorship of
Intro. 356, which inproves conpliance with City’'s
pro-voter law. | amintroducing...re-introducing
| egislation to i nprove conpliance with the Cty’'s
pro-voter law, a law that requires City agencies
to distribute voter registration forns to the
public. The new legislation will nmake it easier
for agencies and encourage agencies to conply
with the original pro-voter |aw by requiring each
agency to code their voter registration forns.
Codi ng makes it possible for Cty governnent
officials, including the Gty Council, to track
how successful each individual agency is at
regi stering voters, so they' re not just handing
it out, but they are encouraged to try to get
them back in. This initiative will ultimtely
i ncrease the nunmber of registered voters that
participate in the denocratic process throughout
the five boroughs. | hope you all please, join
nme in co-sponsorship.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. And,

now, a joint discussion from Council Menber

Cor negy, and Council Menber, Manchaca.
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CORNEGY: Thank you, Madam Speaker,

um Madam Public Advocate. Last week, prior to
the rel ease of the executive budget, | circul ated
a letter, urging the Mayor to restore funding for
our City’'s industrial and business zones, and to
include funding to revitalize the Mayor’s O fice
of Industrial and Manufacturing Business. Wthin
a very short period of time, a dozen of us joined
together to nake this request. Qur effort was
anplified by a simlar letter, signed by all five
borough Presidents. | believe this consensus was
possi bl e because we understand how i nportant the
i ndustrial and manufacturing sector is to our
goal of expanding the supply of solid, living
wage jobs in our City. As the Chair of the
Committee on Snall Business, this is a particular
interest to me because nore and nore the
manuf acturers who find the Gty a great place to
call hone, are thenselves, snall businesses.
Today, Council Menber, Manchaca is joining ne to
i ntroduce a resol ution which continues this
conversation by calling on the Mayor to
reinvigorate the Ofice of Industrial and

Manuf act uri ng Business. The office was first
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est abl i shed and funded in 2005, but has gone
wi t hout a | eader since 2007, with its intended
functions di sbursed between the Departnent of
Smal | Business Services and EDC. Two entities
whose mandat es extend far beyond the needs of
this sector. Reinvigorating the office of
I ndustrial and Manufacturing Busi ness woul d
ensure that there is a single entity in the
adm ni strati on whose sole purpose is to support
t he devel opnent and growth of businesses,
particularly, small businesses in the sector.
This change will create efficiencies for business
operations and create a nechani smfor residents,
enpl oyees, and advocates concerned with
i ndustrial devel opnent to inpact policy
devel opnent. Council| Menber, Manchaca wi ||l speak
further to this issue now, and | do hope that you
Will join us in signing on as a sponsor of Reso.
228.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Manchaca.

MANCHACA: Thank you so nmuch. And, |
join and rise with coll eague from Brookl yn,
Counci| Menber, Cornegy in support, and really

t hank both the commttee staff that’'s been
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wor ki ng long hours on this, all the other Counci
Menbers that have put their support behind this,
and staff, both Lee and D nah Shaw| sic], who have
been an incredible force as well. You know, this
Resolution is an inportant starting point as we
begi n envi si oni ng what a dedi cated office for
i ndustrial sector |looks like in this new and
progressive adm nistration. W increasingly
understand that the industrial sector is a
gateway to making our City nore sustainable and
nore resilient, and our green cluster is grow ng.
And, we truly need a strong, dedicated policy arm
to support resilience, green job creation, and
nore. A new office can help our City nmake those
i mportant connections and | aunch an aggressive
effort to conbat things |ike climte change.
Additionally, we been working closely with our
comruni ty stake holders to think about how a
reinvigorated office can be a bridge to not only
other city agencies, but to also our
nei ghbor hoods so that we can all cone together as
one city to support our industrial sector.
al so want to speak on Resolution 235, which I am

i ntroduci ng today. You know, while there have
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been a | ot of discussions around Envision Zero,
about increasing funding for speed caneras, we
can al so use caneras that we have near our schoo
zones nore efficiently by extending their length
of time in use. This Resolution does that. |
hope you can all look at it and support. Thank
you all for your tine.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.
Counci | Menber, Reynoso.

REYNOSO. Thank you, Madam Public
Advocate. Sorry. Um | just want to speak to
the AEP legislation that | amintroduci ng today,
al ongsi de Counci| Menber, Dani el Garodni ck.
Currently, two hundred of the City’ s worst
buil dings are repaired by HPD and the bill is
then given to the landlord. That really puts us
in a position where our worst buildings are
actually livable, at this nonment. W have an
investnent of a mllion dollars by the
adm nistration into this program which would
allow us to expand this bill, to expand the
anmount of hones that get repaired. W are hoping
to get it to four hundred because we know t hat

two hundred is not enough. So, |’ m hoping that
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everyone can sign on to Intro. Nunmber 345. Thank
you very nuch, Madam Public Advocate, and have a
good day.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you, Madam
Public Advocate. | want to call ny colleague’s
attention to two itens. First, is Reso. 234,
which calls for an end to the so-called tenant
bl ack list, | am happy to be co-sponsoring this
with nmy coll eague, Council Menber, Rosenthal. W
all know that housing court is a profoundly
unequal terrain in which nearly every |andlord
has an attorney and virtually no tenants do.
But, even for those few tenants who nanage to
prevail agai nst those odds, they do not cone away
unscat hed because our court system post...the
nanes of the tenants on its website, and a snal
i ndustry of conpanies collects that data and
sells it to landlords, creating a list of tenants
who have gone through the housing court system
And, many | andlords refuse to rent with...to rent
to. Despite a tenant’s victory in court, despite
t he grounds in which they m ght have been taken
to a court, tenants want nothing to do with

tenant ...l andl ords want nothing to do with tenants
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who have been through the court system This is
an unjust mark on the record of renters, and we
want to do away with this in the market place.
Secondly, | want to call your attention to Reso.
333, that I"'mproud to be introducing with
Counci | Menber, Lander, which would call on the
Federal Governnent to nmake kosher and Hallel food
avai |l abl e through its enmergency food assi stance
program There are an estimted 330 thousand
households in the New York City area of Jew sh
faith, and an estinmated 300 thousand Mislim
households living in poverty. Big nunbers in
both groups, and they are not able to eat because
of their dietary restrictions; food fromthe USDA
food banks during tines of energency. And,
hurricane Sandy non-profits had to step in to
fill that gap. And, so we’'re calling on the
Federal governnent, under the |eadership of
Kirsten Gllibrand [phonetic] in the Senate,
sponsored the bill, and Congressman Crow ey in

t he house, the house sponsor, to nmake kosher and
Hal | el food nore available and well labeled to

New Yorkers of all faith. Thank you




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 124

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.
Counci | Menber, Dan Garodni ck.

GARODNI CK: Thank you very nuch
Madam Public Advocate. | wanted to add a couple
of words to Council Menber, Reynoso’s
i ntroduction of Intro. 345. As you know, the
probl em of over | everage deals and affordable
housi ng has been a problemcityw de where owners
in attenpt to make a buck, saddle properties with
far too much debt and far beyond what the rental
i ncone can support in buildings around the Gty.
The result is either an effort to aggressively
push out rent stabilized tenants, or it is to
reduce the cost by allowing the buildings to fall
into conplete disrepair. The bill that Counci
Menber, Reynoso and | are introducing today,
deals with the latter exanple. The buil dings
that are falling apart as a result of l|andlord
neglect. The City’ s program the AEP programis
designed to address just that. You |let your
buil dings fall apart, the City is going to fix
it, quick review, are anbong the very, very worst,
and we’'re going to send you the bill. There is a

statutory Iimt to that. That statutory limt
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today is too low and we need to fix it. That’'s
what this bill is about. | also wanted to draw
my coll eague’s attention to additional bills that
have an inpact on traffic enforcenent on our
streets. They are Intro. 325 and 326. The
first, allows for traffic enforcenent agents to
i ssue tickets for idling, using handheld
conmputers. Cbviously, idling is an environnental
chall enge in New York City. There is a limt of
three minutes for all vehicles to idle on our
streets. It is alawthat is wi dely not known
and wi dely ignored, and wholly unenforceable,
particularly, without this tool. So, this bil
woul d allow that to, uh, the ticket to be issued
usi ng a handhel d device. The sane thing would be
true for bogus parking placards. Intro. 326
woul d all ow and require a barcode to be placed on
par ki ng placards to allow to discern what is
legit and what is not. Thank you very nuch.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.
Counci | Menber, Barron

BARRON: Thank you, Madam Public
Advocate. | want to comrend the Speaker for her

| eadership in getting the Rul es Reform package
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done. It was a pledge that she nade and it was
sonmet hing that was inportant to ne to make sure
that it becane a reality. And, | comend her for
pushing it forward, and to Brad Lander, and al
the comm ttee nenbers, and the staffers who did
the work to make it a reality. Secondly, the red
that | amwearing today, is in support of the
Bring Back our Grls Canpaign, as has been
referenced already. [It’s an atrocity that is
going on for those three hundred girls and their
famlies. 1t’s been noted that it started
t hrough social nedia, and it was social nedia
that pushed the issue into the internationa
forefront. So, what we're hoping, is that this
atrocity, which is a manifestation, really, of
human trafficking, and of boys and girls being
sold into a formof slavery. Wuat we are hoping
is that we will continue to build the pressure so
that the international forces will cone together
and use all of the technology, all of the
resources, all of the manpower, and all of the
noney that it takes to be able to bring back our
girls. And, | stand with all of you...l wasn't

able to be here on Mdnday, but | certainly
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support all of the efforts and all of the

organi zations that are pushing this effort

forward. And, | believe that with our conti nued
voi ces and push, and determ nation, we wll be
successful . Thank you

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Wl cone back

Counci | Menmber. Council Menber, Rose.

ROSE: My col | eagues, | ask you to
support Intro. 337, which would establish a
seni or housing task force to evaluate the options
and fundi ng needed to pronote independent |iving
or shared or supportive housing in New York City.
In my district, on the north shore of Staten
I sl and, we have virtually, very little senior
housi ng, or housing for persons with
disabilities. Qur City has an increasing agi ng
popul ation and it is not prepared. The work of
this task force will be to help us devel op a plan
to nove us in the right direction, and | hope
that you will support it by co-sponsor...by
signing on as a co-sponsor. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.

Counci | Menber, Cunbo. Council Menber, Cunbo?
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CUMBO Thank you, Public Advocate.
I want to first, start ny remarks by thanking
Speaker Mark-Viverito, Public Advocate Janes,
menbers of the women’s caucus, the Black Latino
and Asian Caucus, the Jew sh Caucus, Congressnan,
Hakeem Jeffries, for their support during the
Bring Back Qur Grls rally and press conference
on Monday. | want to thank all of ny coll eagues
that were there in support. | want to, as
protocol has been established, and nany of you
have touched on the points, | just want to bring
it to the attention that this epidemc and this
tragi c and horrendous issue has really brought to
our attention, human trafficking, which is the
third largest international crinme industry behind
illegal drugs and arns trafficking. It
reportedly generates a profit of $32 billion
dollars every year. O that nunmber, $15.5
billion is made in an industrialized country.
There are approximately twenty to thirty mllion
i ndi vidual s enslaved in the world today.
According to sone estinmates, approximtely, 80%
of trafficking involves sexual exploitation and

19% i nvol ves | abor exploitation. And, | want to
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say, that so many of you have participated in
rallies, and while we have done one here at the
Cty Council, | really inplore all of ny
col | eagues to continue to do these types of
rallies in your district. The |arger ones that
are happening at the United Nations and beyond,
and this has to be an issue that we continue to
rai se our voices on until each and every one of
t hose young wonen are returned back hone. CQur
pressure on this issue is critical and | hope
that every single person in the Council recognize
their spiritual power in order to send vibrations
out into the gl obal atnosphere to bring those
young | adi es hone. Council Menber, Rose will be
doing arally in Staten Island this Saturday, and
| hope that we all can stand with her. And, as
many nore becone avail able, and many nore are
known, we need to continue to have our voices
there, as well as our advocacy. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.
Counci | Menber, Lander.

LANDER: Thank you, Madam Public
Advocate. | have nunber of introductions on

today’s agenda. | won’t go through themall. |
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do | ook forward to the day when the plain
| anguage summari es are avail abl e and perhaps, we
can even shorten this part of the neeting, Madam
Speaker, because people woul d know what the bills
do. | will note that I have four intros. related
to affordabl e housing, follow ng up on the
housi ng plan that the Mayor introduced |ast week.
Intro. 335 with Council Menber, Torres, to create
a |l and bank that would help New York City receive
nore fundi ng pursuant to Attorney Cenera
Schnei derman’ s forecl osure settlement and enabl e
us to acquire property through forecl osure and
ot her means and create affordabl e housing that...
PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Pl ease, quite in
t he Chanbers, please. Sorry, Council Menber
LANDER: Thank you. The Intro. 337
to create the senior housing task force that
Counci| Menber, Rose so eloquently described, the
need for Intro. 336 to require reporting on the
i nclusionary housing prograns the City has for
today. It’s difficult to get information on
them And, finally, Intro. 333, as sone nenbers
know, the 421-A tax break in Manhattan, and sone

parts of the outer borough, requires affordable
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housi ng, but in nost of the outer boroughs, we
still give you a very substantial property tax
break for building entirely market rate housing
under the...under 421-A. It is tinme, in New York
Cty, if you are going to get a tax break, that
you be required to include affordabl e housing as
part of that developnent. | hope folks will sign

onto those interests. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Counci | Menber,
Chin

CHI N: Thank you, Madam Public
Advocate. | wanted to draw ny coll eague’s

attention to Reso. 225, which calls for the State
to |l evy school inpact fees when devel opers create
new residential capacity. In ny district, we
have a |l arge volunme of as of right construction

t hat asks hundreds of you each year to our
district, yet devel opers on nost of these
projects are not required to address the burden
they are adding to city infrastructure or
resources. They are too small to trigger
environnmental review or mtigation, but have the
accumul ative effect of overcrowdi ng our school s

and straining our city resources. At the sane
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time, the City has limted capital resources to
build new schools. W would |ike devel opers to...
contributing to residential growh to pay a
reasonabl e i npact fee to address, in particular,

t he i npact new devel opnment has on schools. This
woul d enabl e us to build new schools for our
growi ng district population’s need and address
school overcrowding, which is a problem not just
inny district, but in nmany of ny coll eague’s
districts as well. So, | hope ny coll eagues wil|l
join me in supporting this idea. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. And,
lastly, | urge all the nenbers of the Cty
Council to join bills being sponsored by the
Publ i c Advocate and Council Menber, Kallos to the
creation of a division of LGBT youth services
wi thin the Departnent of Health and nental
hygi ene. Any cl osing remarks, Speaker, Speaker
Mel i ssa Mark-Viverito?

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TG No. Thank
you Madam Public Advocate, as always. And, uh,
alittle later than usual, but 3:40 we adj ourning

this neeting.
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. We
now stand adj our ned.
(gavel)
Youth Civic Leadership, conme on down for

pi ctures.
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