


























































































































































































































































































































































































fl99SEIU
United Healthcare Workers East

PRESIDENT
George Gresham
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EXECUTIVE VICE-PRESIDENTS
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Aida GarciaGeorge Kennedy 1199 SEIU UNITED HEALTH CARE WORKERS EAST
Steve Kramer
Patrick Lindsay
Joyce NeilJohn Reid NEW YORK CITY COUNCILBruce Richard
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Veronica Turner
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From: financetestimony
To: Anderson, Nicole
Subject: FW: Public Testimony for June 6, 2014 hearing
Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2014 10:38:24 AM

 

From: Alicia Grullon [becomingmyth@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, June 05, 2014 3:35 PM
To: financetestimony
Subject: Public Testimony for June 6, 2014 hearing

Dear Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, Chair on Parks and Recreation Mark Levine and City
Council Members:

Thank you very much for increasing the Parks Department budget by $27 million. I am submitting a
written testimony via email to urge the City Council to continue to work with the Mayor to bring that
increase back to the budget.

Our parks have been underfunded for so long and while the City has been adding parkland over the
years they have not been increasing the budget.

New York City Parks are the heart of the city. They clearly distinguish us from many other American
cites. They boost the local economy and civic pride of our city and neighborhoods. New York City parks
were conceived as special places where all sections of society could enter free of charge to relax,
unwind, and exercise. In our parks we are neither rich nor poor: We are New Yorkers.

We are living in an increasingly build-up environment. Today, our need for parks has come full circle.
Our parks create playgrounds, fresh air and provide opportunities for sport, art, culture, ecology, and
the necessary biodiversity future cities need to survive climatic changes. They are just as important
today as they were in the 19th century.

Please bring back that increase to the budget. We should aspire to continue this timeless heritage for
our future generations.

Respectfully yours,
Alicia Grullon
Bronx, NY 10463
347-523-3053

mailto:/O=NYCC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=FINANCETESTIMONY3C0
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From: financetestimony
To: Anderson, Nicole
Subject: FW: NYPL
Date: Wednesday, June 11, 2014 10:31:19 AM

 

From: alison stones [mastones@hotmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, June 11, 2014 8:06 AM
To: financetestimony
Subject: NYPL

The future of the NYPL is a matter of deep concern to scholars all over the world and to the
general public.  A thorough investigation is needed, with critical input from users, before any
irrevocable measures are implemented without consultation.  Those on the spot have done a
terriffic job of alerting the public to the issues of conservation, access and are well aware of
the needs of the public.  We should all be listened to and have a say in the future of this
unique resource.

Professor Emerita M. Alison Stones, Ph.D., F.S.A.
Department of History of Art and Architecture, University of Pittsburgh
255 W 95th St # 5A, New York, NY 10025 tel 646 678 3671
French address: Chauzanaud, Savignac-les-Églises, 24420
tel (33) 553 07 81 03 mobile (33) 607 437385
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From: financetestimony
To: Anderson, Nicole
Subject: FW: Testimony for City Council hearing about libraries
Date: Wednesday, June 11, 2014 10:31:10 AM

 

From: Art Bailey [curiousart@earthlink.net]
Sent: Wednesday, June 11, 2014 8:17 AM
To: financetestimony
Subject: Testimony for City Council hearing about libraries

To Whom it May Concern:
 
I would like the following questions submitted as testimony for last week’s City Council
hearing on libraries and NYC budget. Thank you.
At some point over the last few months, a decision was made to empty over 120 shelves
worth of music scores, sheet music, and pedagogical materials, in the Arts and Music room
of the Central Branch of the Brooklyn Public Library.
Q: Are you intending to entirely liquidate the sheet music and score collection?
 Q: Can you tell me the standards by which you'll be reorganizing and deciding what
comes back and what gets discarded, or put into storage?  
Q: Oftentimes, volumes of high cultural value aren’t checked out often, but it’s important
that they remain in the stacks for research, or because of their rarity. Isn’t the purpose of
a major library to house books of high cultural importance and rarity, and if that library
only contains volumes that are easily obtained elsewhere, isn’t that at cross purposes with
the mission of a library that considers itself to be an important custodian of culture and
knowledge, as it is inscribed on the very front of the building?
(inscription: "The Brooklyn Public Library through the joining of municipal enterprise
and private generosity offers to all the people perpetual and free access to knowledge and
the thought of all the ages.")
 
Sincerely,
Art Bailey
550 E 7th St.
Brooklyn, NY 11218
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PIER 6 GATEWAY PROJECT 

ATLANTIC AVENUE BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (AABID) 

 

Good afternoon. My name is Josef Szende, and I am the Executive Director  for the Atlantic 

Avenue Business Improvement District (AABID) in Brooklyn. AABID is a 2-year old BID that 

is dedicated to promoting the Avenue’s long-term economic development thereby creating a 

thriving boulevard that attracts both residents and visitors to its vast array of services, shops and 

dining, while preserving the Avenue’s rich history and diverse character. I would like to thank, 

Speaker Mark-Viverito, our local representatives Council Members Levin and Lander, and all of 

the members of City Council for the opportunity to provide this testimony on the FY2015 

Capital Budget.  

 

The AABID Pier 6 Gateway Project is imagined as a precedent setting endeavor for re-

making underpasses as vital connections for neighborhoods and businesses. Underpasses all 

over the City act as barriers dividing neighborhoods and create unsafe spaces. The Pier 6 

Gateway Project (located in the area of Atlantic at Pier 6 - Brooklyn Bridge Park and continuing 

east to Hicks Street) has already begun to turn around the idea of the underpass to provide a 

sense of welcoming for arriving pedestrians, cyclists, motorists and bus riders. We view it as a 

precedent-setting endeavor for remaking unsightly underpasses , transforming them as vital 

connections for neighborhoods and businesses. Brooklyn Bridge Park Pier 6 attracts over 15,000 

visitors each weekend, all of whom  can be potential customers for our small businesses.    
 
Families, tourists, school groups all travel through this underpass.  The current state is not 

welcoming and does not give a feeling of care and safety.  For pedestrians, cars, trucks, buses it 

still feels more like a highway on-ramp than a Gateway to and from one of our city's most 

important parks. Last summer, as part of the NYC Small Business Services Challenge Grant and 

the DOT and Groundswell Summer Leadership Institute, we completed a mural on the north side 

of the BQE underpass.  As part of that effort, we also hired Interboro Partners, who completed a 

redesign to transform the entire area. 

 

The AABID is requesting support and multiyear funding to implement three components 

to provide distinct landscape experiences: 

1. Enhanced plantings on the western berm providing seasonal interest (expense funding) 

2. Enhanced plantings on the eastern berm (expense funding) 

3. New streetscape and lighting along Atlantic Avenue between Furman Street and the BQE 

ramp. This includes new sidewalk paving to enhance pedestrian safety, bioswales and additional 

street furniture. Color treatment of the underpass walls and flood lights to match.  All of these 

improvements are safety enhancements for the sake of parents and children who need to cross 



 

 

this underpass to get t to the Pier 6 playground, which truly is a destination playground. This 

would be accomplished through three annual investments of $800,000 during the coming three 

fiscal years.
1
  

 

The Gateway Project is important beyond its limited scope because it is prototypical for many 

sites in NYC as former waterfronts are increasingly turned into waterfront parks. Access is often 

blocked by rail, highway or other infrastructure that runs between the waterfront and adjoining 

neighborhoods. Finding ways to make the crossings over and under infrastructure barriers more 

pleasant and to stitch the two entities together is key design task. The NYC DOT therefore is 

looking at this project as part of its effort “Under the Elevated” across NYC.  

 

Stakeholders: These are complex urban sites with different stakeholders, agencies, rules and 

regulations but the BID has developed contacts at all of them: NYC & NYS DOT, the Adopt-A-

Highway program, Berm adopters: Granite International Management and the Brooklyn 

Greenway Initiative, NYC Dept of Small Business Services, Brooklyn Bridge Park Development 

Corp., the Willowtown Association, and One Brooklyn Bridge Park residents/board. 

 

Support: AABID has worked to rally support for its proposal by having it listed as a capital 

project on Council Member Stephen Levin’s Participatory Budget that garnered more than 500 

votes.  Community Board Two voted to include the Project in its list of FY 2015 budget 

priorities. The AABID held a workshop in 2013 to elicit community ideas to remediate the many 

problems of the Gateway area. 

 

The accomplishments of the AABID (Atlantic Avenue from Furman to 4
th

 Avenue) have been:  

 Receiving a $75,000 grant by the NYC Small Business Services agency to hire an 
architecture firm (Interboro) to design the aforementioned elements;  

 Working with DOT, removal of the pigeon infestation and cleaning of the walls and 
sidewalk  

 Working with Groundswell, DOT and community supporters to design and paint a 
mural on the north wall of the underpass culminating in a public celebration. 

 Coordinating with multiple stakeholders to design and prepare a doable plan going 
forward. 

 

On behalf of the Atlantic Avenue BID, I would like to ask for your support for this project and 

we are looking forward to working with Council Members to make this a reality.  

 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 

                                                 
1
 Detailed DOT Capital program estimates for this project have projected a cost of $2.4 million over 3 years.   



PIER 6 GATEWAY PROJECT  
ATLANTIC AVENUE BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (AABID) 

 
Project 
Component 

Capital/ 
Expense 

Government  
Agency 
Jurisdiction 

Cost Purpose AABID Role/ 
funding 

Partners 

Streetscape 
Sidewalk 
Extension that 
includes a 
Bioswale and 
Wayfinding 
signs 
 

Capital NYC DOT capital 
project 

NYC DOT estimates  
$2.4 million 

Pedestrian  
Safety; Rainwater 
retention and 
environmental 
education; local and 
international 
tourism econ dev't 
through wayfinding 

Participating 
in the City 
Capital 
Budget 
Process 

City Council; 
Borough 
President; 
Mayor/EDC? 

Flood Lights for 
underdeck and 
over the 
sidewalk 

Expense  NYC DOT approval $200,000 (parts + 
labor) 

Enhanced and 
decorative lighting 
using a distinctive 
color scheme 

DOT willing 
to install 
lights as part 
of Under the 
Elevated city-
wide 
underpass 
project 

DOT Borough 
Commissioner; 
DOT Art and 
Design; DOT 
Lighting; 
permission 
needed from 
DOT Bridges  

Walls of the 
underpass  
Painting (south 
side) 

Expense NYC DOT bridges 
approval 

$5,000 Wash and paint 
south walls of the 
under-pass to unify 
with painted north 
side 

BID will fund 
this as soon 
as 
permission is 
granted 

NYC DOT 
Bridges Dept 

East and West 
Berms 
Plantings 

Expense NYC DOT Adopt-A-
Highway program 

Estimated Betw. 
$124,00 and 
$178,000 

Beautification;  
Seasonal interest; 
Economic 
development 
connection btw BK 
Bridge Park and 
AABID 

Partial 
funding and 
maintenance 
coordination 
with 
partners 

Brooklyn 
Greenway 
Initiative (west) 
+ 
Granite Intern. 
Management 
(east) 

Benches Donation NYC DOT Free Immediate benefit 
for park goers + 
community 

AABID is 
maintenance 
partner 

Bklyn Bridge 
Park Corp 

 



From: financetestimony
To: Anderson, Nicole
Subject: FW: Text of Testimony by C. M. Pyle for New York City Council Finance Committee June 3 & 6, 2014
Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2014 10:33:34 AM

 

From: C M Pyle [c.m.pyle@nyu.edu]
Sent: Monday, June 09, 2014 10:32 AM
To: Ferreras, Julissa; financetestimony; Edwards, Tanisha; Van Bramer, James; Costa Constantinides;
Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito; Public Advocate Letitia James
Cc: Rosenthal, Helen; King, Andy; Crowley, Elizabeth; District35 Brooklyn; Koo, Peter; Levin, Stephen;
Meah, Tai; District3; District27; M35; District7; Cornegy, Robert; Gibson, Vanessa; Council Member
Vincent Ignizio; Council Member Ydanis A. Rodriguez; Chin
Subject: Text of Testimony by C. M. Pyle for New York City Council Finance Committee June 3 & 6,
2014

Testimony at the Hearing held by the New York City Council Committee on Finance
Jointly with the Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup
Relations and the Select Committee on Libraries Tuesday, June 3, 2014 and Friday,
June 6, 2014 (Public Comment)

Cynthia M. Pyle, New York City (Active Independent Scholar; Fellow of the American
Academy in Rome; Co-Chair, Columbia University Seminar in the Renaissance; Life-long
user of the Main Research Branch of the New York Public Library) <c.m.pyle@nyu.edu>

Chairwoman Julissa Ferreras, Chaiman Van Bramer, Chairman Constantinides, Members of
the City Council:

Having testified in the past on the importance of our formerly great and inspiring Public
Research Library, I have only questions today -- questions relevant to the funding of the
Library’s Main Research Branch in the Budget of the City of New York.

---Why is an individual with no scholarly or research interests -- who was quoted in The New
York Times (June 1 & 2, 2014) as saying he “never felt a reason to come into this building”
as a young person -- why is such a person now presiding over the management of a cultural
institution which, when it functioned properly, attracted millions of people, young and old,
from our City, and from around the World, to bathe in its inspiration and resources? 
    I myself was first deeply inspired by the Library as a high school student, when the Library
employed binders to bind paperbacks and conservators to repair damaged books, when it
employed erudite curators of its great collections, when it employed armies of dedicated
reference librarians -- when it held at least 4 million books for ready access.

---Why are the books -- the essential core of a humanities research library -- being
neglected, left unbound, unrepaired when they are falling apart?  Yet the budgets requested
are never for those fundamental books, but only for capital projects?

---Why are curators of collections and expert librarians of the Main Research Branch
excluded from Board Meetings -- i.e. the “Executive Sessions” when the general public is
asked to leave?

---Why has the staff of expert curators and librarians and technical binders and conservators

mailto:/O=NYCC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=FINANCETESTIMONY3C0
mailto:nanderson@council.nyc.gov
mailto:c.m.pyle@nyu.edu


been cut?

---Why has a person who let 250 people go from the Harvard University Libraries been hired
by the New York Public Library’s Main Research Branch?

---Why are people in Real Estate and Finance making decisions about professional resources
they never use, in a professional area foreign to their own?

---Why are those on the Board of Directors with some intellectual pretensions -- editors of
important journals of opinion, for example -- so silent?

---Why are not at least one-half of the members of that Board appointed by the New York
City Government, since the Government pays 50% of the Library's Budget?
    And, closely related: Should the NYPL be allowed to raise private monies, when such
independence makes it ever less responsible to the Citizens of New York for whose benefit it
was founded?

---Why is there so little New York City Oversight (by the Department of Design and
Construction, for example, a thoroughly qualified body), of this institution, which was
founded for the good of the Citizens of New York?

---What happened to the 1999 Architectural Plans to rebuild the Mid-Manhattan Branch,
including high-rental income spaces which would support the Mid-Manhattan and the Main
Research Branches of the NYPL?

---The Stacks in the Main Research Branch are in perfect condition, were upgraded in the
1980s and 1990s, and would cost a pittance of what is being requested for capital
improvements (largely cosmetic) to return to perfectly functioning order, with re-renewed air
conditioning and sprinkler systems.  Why is this easily affordable solution, which could
restore this great research library to its full and proper function, with 7 million books on site,
not the plan?

---Why did a chunk of ceiling fall  (after hours, so no one was hurt) just days before this
budget hearing?  Who has seen or photographed this chunk?  Did it make a noise when it fell
(like the hypothetical tree in the forest of the well-known philosophical conundrum)?  
          If it did indeed fall, one recalls other documented instances of non-maintenance in
order to enable begging for money.

---Who exactly is conducting the inspection during these weeks of closure of the Main
Reading Rooms and the Catalog Room?  (Where apparently another chunk fell 10 years ago -
- also after its restoration  -- and has still not been repaired.)

The City should and must withhold monies for any capital projects at the NYPL -- especially
at the Main Research Branch -- until all questions about the use of funds, including
Operational Funds, by this Board have been satisfactorily answered, and until City
Governance has been put in place on the Board to perform the City’s Oversight
responsibilities.

Thank you.
--



C. M. Pyle
Intellectual and Cultural Historian
Co-Chair, Columbia University Seminar in the Renaissance
(Ph.D. Columbia University; 
Fellow, American Academy in Rome 1978; 
NSF Individual Grant 1988-89; 
Center for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts iii-iv2001; 
Netherlands Institute for Advanced Study 2002-3)
http://sites.google.com/site/cynthiampyle/ 

http://sites.google.com/site/cynthiampyle/


From: financetestimony
To: Anderson, Nicole
Subject: FW: Funding of the NYPL
Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2014 10:38:57 AM

 

From: Carlalord@aol.com [Carlalord@aol.com]
Sent: Thursday, June 05, 2014 1:19 PM
To: financetestimony
Subject: Funding of the NYPL

Dear Member of the NYC Council,
 
Re:  Allocation of funds for the NYPL system
 
I hope that the clout of the City Council and all subcommittees of relevance will be there to
offer and supervise the many millions that are necessary to restore the NYPL system to what
it was and could be.
 

1)      Restore first please the historic stacks at the 42nd Street library.  Underground storage
at Bryant Park may have to be considered later.  The 42nd Street library is of
international importance.
 

2)      Of significance perhaps only to the five boroughs that constitute New York City is the
Mid-Manhattan branch, becoming decrepit since 1972.  That could be restored and
expanded skywards, and should be the main circulating library of the city, rather than
the one at 42nd Street.

 
After the infrastructure is perfected, perhaps one could hire some librarians and  buy a few
books.
 
Sincerely yours,
Carla Lord
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From: financetestimony
To: Anderson, Nicole
Subject: FW: NY Public Library funding
Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2014 10:41:25 AM

 

From: Carol H Krinsky [chk1@nyu.edu]
Sent: Tuesday, June 03, 2014 1:45 PM
To: financetestimony
Subject: NY Public Library funding

Ladies and Gentlemen:
 
The request for funding by the New York Public Library requires clarification. The following
questions are separate from any funding that will be needed to investigate and repair the
recent matter of falling plaster in the most essential area of the 42nd Street building.
 
1. What percentage of funds given by the City will be used for the popular Mid-Manhattan
Branch?  What percentage of the funds will go to the 42nd Street Research Library? Will any
funds be available for other branches, and if so, what percentage?
 
2. What is the cost of storage offsite?  Apparently,  two storage sites are being used. What is
the cost of transportation and insurance for books shuttled between the storage areas and 42nd

Street? Has any assessment been made of the damage to books in transit?  One might guess
that improving the climate control and fire safety mechanisms at 42nd Street would save
money in the long run, i.e. over the next hundred years. Incidentally, fire safety has not been
a problem in the past century. Cellulose in books was regarded as a fire retardant, and some
insulation from heat was required for steel structures.   
 
3. Whom will the City appoint as Ex-Officio Trustee to the NY Public Library Board of
Trustees?  The City should require continuous and complete accountability for public funds.
 
4. Has the Department of Design and Construction evaluated the figures for constructing
storage space under Bryant Park, and for improvement of current air-conditioning and fire
safety?  It should do so, or the City should employ a fully independent cost assessor to do so.
         Exactly what number of books can be stored under Bryant Park? How many books
does the 42nd Street building own? (These figures will help you to see how economical the
Bryant Park storage proposal is.) 
 
5. Please require the Library to disclose details of the Library's cost estimates so that both
your Council colleagues and ordinary  citizens can see that City money is going to be  spent
prudently.
 
6. In view of the proximity of Mid-Manhattan to the 42nd Street building, will  lending
services at 42nd Street unnecessarily to duplicate services at Mid-Manhattan?  To draw the
public into 42nd Street, that building can continue to house exhibitions and welcome tourists
to the major rooms.

nd

mailto:/O=NYCC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=FINANCETESTIMONY3C0
mailto:nanderson@council.nyc.gov


7. Does it make budgetary sense to increase youth and children’s facilities at 42  Street
rather than in residential neighborhoods?  We all want young people to feel welcome at 42nd

Street, but few  actually live nearby. I ave seen many teenagers using the research facilities
and computers at 42nd Street, so they do seem to know already about what's available to them
there. 
. 
          Even if lending services remain at Mid-Manhattan only, the formal school-centered
pupil and teacher educational services could be offered in the lowest floor at 42nd Street, as
recently proposed.)

                                                          Respectfully submitted,
                                                          Carol H. Krinsky
370 First Avenue, NY NY 10010
212 475 1482



 
 

The Center for Arts Education Testimony for the  

New York City Council Hearing on FY15 Executive Budget 

Delivered by Doug Israel, Director of Research and Policy 

June 6, 2014 

 
Good afternoon. I am Doug Israel, Director of Research and Policy for The Center for Arts Education. On behalf of the 
board and staff of The Center for Arts Education I would like to thank the Council for the opportunity to testify today 
on the Mayor’s Executive Budget proposal. I will be sharing comments today on the budgets for the Education 
Department and the Department of Cultural Affairs. 
 
Department of Education 
We would like to thank the City Council for recognizing the value of arts education for our public school students by 
proposing $26 million for arts education in the Council’s preliminary budget response. A special thank you goes to 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, and Chairs Jimmy Van Bramer and Daniel Dromm for their leadership on this issue.  
 
As you are aware, this important step, and Comptroller Scott Stringer’s reporting and dedicated advocacy, have 
resulted in the Mayor’s inclusion of a new $23 million funding line for arts education in the Department of Education’s 
budget for each of the next four years. We are thankful to the mayor for making this a priority in his budget and for his 
administration. The funding commitment will help begin to address many of the educational inequities that exist in 
the delivery of arts education and benefit tens of thousands of students citywide.  
 
To that end, we believe it is essential that this new funding be strategically focused on building strong and lasting 
school-day arts programming and that it be targeted to help expand access and equity citywide. We urge the City to 
focus on the three funding priorities to bring about this lasting change: 
 

1. The lion’s share of the funding should be directed towards incentivizing the hiring of arts teachers at city 
schools. This funding should prioritize schools that have no arts staff or not enough to meet the state 
instructional requirements for the arts. According to recent reporting by New York City Comptroller Scott 
Stringer 28 percent, or 419 schools, do not have a full-time arts teacher on staff. As the presence of an arts 
teacher on staff is the single most important commitment to arts education that a school could make, 
incentivizing the hiring of licensed teachers would expand arts education opportunities and address the 
persistent inequities outlined in Comptroller Stinger’s report.  Arts teachers are the seed from which great 
arts programming grows and the anchor that creates sustainability and longevity.  
 
More so than any other fix, hiring an arts teacher will help ensure that the arts become an integral part of a 
school’s infrastructure and culture and ensure the arts fulfill their potential to enliven schools with an 
engaging and dynamic curricula, helping to prepare students for success in college, career and citizenship. 
Licensed arts teachers on staff safeguards the arts, ensuring they  are part of the school-day curriculum, that 
students receive the coursework outlined in state law, that the arts are represented at faculty meetings, and 
at parent-teacher conferences, and that students are able to build sustained relationships with their 
instructors over time.  
 
To make this happen, the city should provide an incentive for principals to bring an arts teacher on staff, 
along the lines of a program recently implemented in Chicago. Funds should cover a set percentage of new 
teacher salary each year over a three-year period, (i.e. 75% first year; 50% second year; 25% third year). This 



will help ensure buy-in from the principals and the budgetary incentive to motivate them to take this step. 
The three-year model also provides a runway for the teacher to become acclimated to the school culture, for 
the principal and school community to come to understand the value an arts teacher brings, and the will to 
ensure this position continues into the future. 
 

2. The city should also dedicate a portion of this funding to incentivize partnerships between schools and the 
city’s rich array of arts and cultural organizations. Comptroller Stringer’s recent report found that 244 city 
schools, or 16 percent, do not have a partnership with a cultural organization.  Partnerships between schools 
and outside arts and cultural organizations deepen not only arts learning opportunities for participating 
students but learning across the curriculum. When such partnerships become an integral part of a school’s 
vision, learning through experiences with these arts and cultural institutions becomes an energizing force in 
the school community. Successful partnerships also echo beyond the school walls as students and staff are 
connected to community resources and introduced to cultural organizations and experiences in new and 
engaging ways. We know from experience that these partnerships work best when coordinated with a 
school-based licensed arts teacher.   
 

3. Finally, to provide schools with the necessary support to build sustainable arts education programs the city 
should allocate resources, either from this budget line or  from the Department of Education’s existing 
professional development budget to expand professional development and leadership training in the arts, 
specifically for those schools taking on new arts teachers or partnerships.   
 

Department of Cultural Affairs 
We would also like to thank the Mayor and the City Council for recognizing the value of arts and culture more 
generally to the City of New York by baselining funding for the Department of Cultural Affairs and ending the yearly 
budget dance.  This vital step presents a more sustainable funding model that will allow cultural organizations and 
artists to better serve our great city.  Cultural organizations and artists are essential to our economy, they provide 
education to our children, and they contribute to our city’s cultural vibrancy, making it an attractive place to live and 
visit.  This includes our Cultural Institution Groups (CIGs) and cultural organizations across all five boroughs, all of 
which play  a distinct and important role in community development.   
 
We ask that you continue to baseline the funding for both the CIGs and the Cultural Development Fund (CDF) which 
supports the Program Category.  We support the $6 million increase to the CDF which the New York City Arts 
Coalition requested in the Preliminary Budget Hearing in order to provide an opportunity to fund newer groups and 
increase funding for those which are underfunded.   
 
We also ask that you support the creation of a new and distinct $5 million funding line—above and beyond the 
proposed DCA budget—that would be directed towards fostering partnerships between our city’s great arts and 
cultural organizations and our public schools. The creation of this line outside of the Department of Education’s 
budget will allow the Department of Cultural Affairs to more deeply fulfill its mission by expanding access to arts and 
culture to a broader array of city residents and more deeply engaging our cultural organizations in our schools and 
communities. We believe a significant portion of these funds should be targeted towards those school communities 
that are most in need and have been identified, through the City Comptroller’s report or otherwise, as underserved in 
the arts. Program funds should be awarded on a multi-year basis in a competitive process to organizations and artists 
that partner with those schools. 
 
Finally, as we look forward to the budget cycles of 2016 and beyond, we want you to be our partners in creating a 
sustainable funding model for New York City culture and move closer to the goal of increasing funding for culture to 
one percent of the municipal expense budget which 75% of City Council Members have indicated they support.  We 
recognize that this kind of increase cannot happen overnight  but in order for culture to continue to serve our city’s 
communities, we must make steps toward this goal.   
 
Thank you for your consideration of these recommendations. We look forward to continuing dialogue and an 
opportunity to help the city improve educational opportunities and achievement for students and support a diverse 
and vibrant arts and cultural sector and economy. 
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Good afternoon.  My name is Stephanie Gendell, and I am the Associate Executive Director for 
Policy and Government Relations at Citizens’ Committee for Children of New York, Inc. (CCC).  
CCC is a 70-year old independent child advocacy organization dedicated to ensuring that every 
New York child is healthy, housed, educated and safe.   
 
I would like to thank Chair Ferreras and the members of the Finance Committee for seeking 
public testimony on the City’s FY15 Executive Budget.  CCC’s testimony focuses on the impact 
of the proposed budget on children, as well as our additional budget priorities. 
 
CCC is grateful to the de Blasio Administration and the City Council for making the welfare of 
New York City’s children and families central to developing a Fiscal Year 2015 budget.  It is 
true that a budget reflects an administration’s values and we believe that this proposed budget 
takes critical steps towards improving the lives of the City’s nearly 2 million children.  Our new 
Mayor, the City’s new Commissioners and the City Council have all embraced addressing 
income inequality and compassionately helping the City’s most vulnerable.   
 
In addition, after years of advocating for the restoration of the same funding and child care and 
after-school slots, we are now here to testify about how we can strengthen and expand social 
services in New York City.  We are extremely grateful that millions of dollars for ACS, DHS, 
HRA, DYCD, and DOHMH have been baselined, including the funding for thousands of slots in 
child care centers and family child care networks, after-school programs, Teen RAPP, 
emergency food programs, mental health services for children under 5, and initiatives such as 
asthma, autism and obesity prevention.  We were thrilled when Mayor de Blasio declared the 
budget dance to be over and this Budget takes some critical steps to towards expanding and 
strengthening the social service network for children and families. 
 
CCC looks forward to working with the new Administration and the City Council to reach our 
shared goals—to protect the safety of New York City’s children, to lift New Yorkers out of 
poverty, to ensure all New Yorkers have a safe and stable home in which to live, to ensure all 
families have access to high quality, affordable child care in their communities, and to markedly 
enhance the well-being of children in every NYC neighborhood.   
 
While we have a long way to go to meet these goals, this Executive Budget starts us on the right 
track.  Notably, this budget includes funding for full day pre-k for all 4-year olds, after-school 
programs for all middle school students, funding for a new housing subsidy program for working 
families, funding for the Center for Health Equity, which will target chronic health issues in the 
neighborhoods with the highest premature mortality rates and funding to expand, and funding to 
expand maternal, infant and reproductive health services in schools and homes.  
 
We are also pleased to learn that the City Council is reviewing all of the agency deficits and 
former Council initiatives, as well as developing new Council Initiatives to address the needs of 
young New Yorkers.  CCC looks forward to learning more about the new initiatives and 
advocating for those that will impact the lives of children and families. 
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As discussed in more detail in this testimony, CCC is supportive of the Executive Budget 
proposals and respectfully submits additional budget proposals and priorities to help strengthen 
the plans underway. 
 
Early Childhood Education 
Every New York City child should have access to a high-quality, affordable early childhood 
education.  CCC is extremely grateful that the administration has taken an historic and 
tremendous step towards achieving this goal with its plan and funding for full-day pre-school for 
all 4-year olds.  The $300 million in FY15 (and $340 million in FY16) will ensure full-day pre-k 
for 53,604 children in September 2014 and then 73,250 by January 2016. This is an incredible, 
life-altering program for thousands of young New Yorkers.   
 
In addition, CCC supports the Executive Budget proposal to add $900,000 for more staff at 
DOHMH to license and inspect the centers.  These additional staff are critical to ensuring 
programs can be licensed by their start date in September and will provide valuable ongoing 
oversight to ensure quality programming for young children. 
 
While our appreciation for the administration’s commitment to UPK and early childhood 
education cannot be overstated, it is important that this initiative be implemented effectively.  
Notably, it is critical to avoid the unintended consequence of reducing programs for 3-year olds 
as we expand programs for 4-year olds.   
 
The plan for UPK expansion includes higher rates for programs and higher salaries for lead 
teachers for 4-year olds.  Specifically, the funding for the new UPK program in CBOs includes a 
salary adjustment of $44,000-$50,000 for 4-year old lead teachers (based on whether they are 
certified teachers).   
 
While we appreciate the salary adjustment, we believe that to preserve the stability of a very 
fragile system and to keep quality teachers in CBOs, serving 4-year olds as well as younger 
children, requires the following additional adjustments: 

• Ensure equal salary parity for 3-year old lead teachers ($12 million to bring these 
teachers to the planned $44,000-$50,000 for 4-year old teachers). 

• Adjust the salaries for the other staff serving 3 and 4-year olds. 
• Adjust the salaries for teachers and other staff serving infants and toddlers. 
• Create true salary parity by paying teachers and staff in CBOs the same salaries as those 

providing the exact same program in DOE schools. 
 

In addition, early childhood education is much more than six hours and twenty minutes of pre-
kindergarten for 4-year olds during the school year.  For many 4-year olds, particularly those 
served by the Administration for Children’s Services, it includes an 8-10 hour day and summer 
programming for a total of 261 days (compared to 181 days).  We believe that is important for 
CBOs serving ACS children to be able to offer this full array of services to all of its 4-year olds. 
 
Furthermore, we must stake steps to strengthen the subsidized child care system.  CCC was very 
pleased to see included in the Executive Budget a plan to create a task force of key stakeholders, 
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led by the Deputy Mayor for Health and Human Services, to deliver a strategic plan for 
reforming the child care delivery system. 
 
Historically, for more years that one can bear to count, testifying at City Council Budget 
hearings has meant pleading with the Administration and the City Council to restore millions of 
dollars and thousands of slots for child care.  It is therefore refreshing to be testifying today 
about how to incorporate almost $63 million in baselined funding as well as expand full-day 
UPK to every 4-year old.  CCC is incredibly grateful to the Administration for its commitment to 
early childhood education.   
 
After many years of budget cuts and the disruption caused by the EarlyLearn RFP, the expansion 
of full day pre-k gives us an opportunity to stabilize and strengthen ACS’s subsidized child care 
and Head Start system.  We must seize this opportunity in a manner that ensures ACS no longer 
carries a structural budget deficit, expands early childhood access for children 0-3, improves the 
quality of the programming available for all young children, compensates and supports the 
workforce appropriately, and ensures programs are fiscally solvent and able to thrive. 
 
While the Fiscal Year 2015 Executive Budget does not have any cuts to the child care system, 
ACS still has a structural deficit in its child care budget.  We believe that stabilizing the child 
care system requires the Administration to permanently resolve ACS’s structural deficit and 
ensure providers and their staff are adequately compensated.  For years, we have seen that ACS’s 
child care budget is unable to sustain both its contracted system and the increasingly costly 
voucher system.  Typically, the voucher system is for the “mandated” population, meaning 
families on or transitioning off of public assistance, for whom federal law requires they receive 
child care.  Families use the vouchers for center-based care, family child care or informal family, 
friend or neighbor care.  While families can choose to enroll their children in the EarlyLearn 
system rather than use a voucher, they often choose vouchers—perhaps due to their choice about 
the setting of their care, because of the limited time they have to secure care and move forward 
with their public assistance case, or because HRA and ACS need to work on a better system to 
ensure these families know where EarlyLearn vacancies are located.   
 
ACS historically reduced their voucher expenses by eliminating priority codes for vouchers, such 
as those for special needs children or parents and other populations not mandated to receive care.  
When the costs associated with the mandated system (i.e. the vouchers) increased and the other 
priorities eliminated, ACS also handled the squeeze by cutting (or proposing to cut) the non-
mandated portion of their system, which is now the system of contracted care.  Recently, it has 
meant reducing the size of the EarlyLearn system.  The children in the contracted system 
typically come from low-income working families—exactly the families we would want to have 
child care so they can remain in the workforce. 
 
CCC believes that this issue should be resolved by ensuring ACS is funded to meet the fiscal 
obligations of its voucher system. Other services that are mandatory to provide to those who are 
eligible result in budget re-estimates for the agency mandated to provide the service.  For 
example, when the shelter system increases or decreases, there is a budget re-estimate for DHS.  
The same happens for HRA with regard to public assistance and for ACS with foster care.  Since 
child care for those on or transitioning off of public assistance is also a mandated service, OMB 
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should be conducting budget re-estimates that fund ACS for the number and type (i.e. cost) of 
mandated vouchers they are providing.  This would go a long way towards resolving ACS’s 
structural deficit.   
 
We believe that in light of the positive changes being implemented at HRA, more families may 
be on or transitioning off of public assistance—and thus entitled to child care.  Without 
implementing a system that adjusts ACS’s budget based on the number of families on or 
transitioning off of public assistance, ACS’s budget deficit will increase further.  We respectfully 
request that the City Council urge the Administration take this step to protect the child care 
system from future cuts. 
 
CCC is pleased that the $63 million of funding that is currently funding thousands of center-
based and family child care network slots and school-aged child care vouchers has been 
baselined and that the ACS is entering into negotiated acquisitions with the programs for FY15.   
Ultimately, it is critical that agencies do not have separate systems—their system and a Council 
system.  This will require adjusting the rate for the programs that were previously funded by the 
City Council.  We look forward to working with the City Council and the Administration to 
more permanently resolve this issue in the FY16 budget. 
 
After-school Programs 
New York City’s after-school programming includes a mix of academic supports, sports, youth 
development, and recreation. After-school programs keep elementary, middle and high school 
students engaged in a wide array of enriching and positive activities during after-school, holiday 
and summer hours. Youth are at greatest risk for delinquency between the hours of 3-6pm1 and 
every $1 invested in youth services saves $3 in savings for participants and taxpayers.2  After-
school programs enable parents to work while their children are both safe and receiving 
stimulating, nurturing and developmentally appropriate care. These programs have clearly 
demonstrated their benefits for children, families, and communities. 
 
We are extremely grateful to the de Blasio administration for its unwavering support for 
expanding the after-school system, particularly for middle school students.  The Executive 
Budget includes an additional $145 million in FY15 for the middle school after-school expansion 
($190 million in FY16).  Starting in September, 43,000 additional middle school students will be 
served and by September 2105, the expansion will reach 51,000 both during the academic year 
and the summer. 
 
While this expansion is historic for middle school students, there are some critical steps for 
elementary students that must be taken in the short term.  First, over 22,000 elementary school 
children are in OST programs previously funded by the City Council and these programs do not 
have the funding ($17.6 million) for the upcoming summer 2014.  In addition, while the middle 

1 Fight Crime Invest in Kids. New York City's Out-of-School Time Choice: The Prime Time for Crime or Youth 
Enrichment and Achievement, 2008. Available online: http://www.fightcrime.org/reports/NYCAS2pager.pdf 
2Lattimore, C. B., Mihalic, S. F., Grotpeter, J. K., & Taggart, R. (1998); “The Quantum Opportunities Program”; In 
D.S. Elliot (Series Ed.), Blueprints for violence prevention: Book four; Boulder, CO: Center for the Study and 
Prevention of Violence. 
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school after-school plan equalizes the rate paid to all middle school OST programs, this is not the 
case for elementary programs where those previously funded by the City Council receive a lower 
rate than other OST programs. We respectfully request that the City Council negotiate a budget 
with the administration that provides summer elementary funding ($17.6 million) and $7.97 
million to ensure rate parity for elementary school after-school programs. 
 
As we complete the middle school expansion, the next step must be to work to expand the 
system for elementary and high school students and ensure the stability of the Beacon and 
Cornerstone programs. 
 
With regard to Cornerstone, there is $19.4 million in the FY2015 budget (for 45 programs), but 
this money is not baselined.  We respectfully request that the funding be baselined in the adopted 
budget.  In addition, we believe that the future of after-school will require strengthening the 
Beacon programs.  Since their creation in 1991, the average funding per Beacon is $346,000.  
This is not sufficient for a program playing such a critical role in so many communities.  We 
believe that there is an opportunity to begin to address this through the expansion of community 
schools. 
 
Helping Homeless Families 
With the number of homeless families and children continuing to increase, we are especially 
grateful for the administration’s multi-prong plan to addressing homelessness included in the 
Executive Budget.  There are now over 11,000 families with over 23,000 children sleeping in 
DHS homeless shelters each night. 
 
While the Administration’s plan includes components that still need state approval and/or state 
resources and will not eliminate homelessness, we think that it is a significant step forward in 
addressing this crisis. 
 
Specifically, CCC supports the following Executive Budget proposals that we believe will help 
reduce family homelessness: 
• In collaboration with DHS and the State develop a strategy to reinvest $60.1 million in 

savings from the DHS shelter system to provide targeted rental assistance to families in 
shelter.   This savings will come from a rental cap on shelter ($1500) and requires state 
approval. 

• Add $3 million CTL in FY 15 ($40 million over 4 years with $8.2 million in FY16, $12.95 
million in FY17 and $15.8 million in FY18) for the Working Families Rental Assistance 
Pilot (to help homeless families).   Plan includes equal contributions from the state and state 
commitment is still pending. 

• Add $2.2 million city funds ($12.2 million total funds) for homeless prevention expansion 
(Homebase). 

• Consolidate $15.1 million of legal service contracts (in HRA) for families at risk of being 
evicted.  

• Work with the state to expand the Family Eviction Prevention Supplement (FEPS) program 
to provide more at risk families with financial assistance to remain in their homes. 

• Reinstate the homeless priority for public housing to ensure that affordable apartments are 
reserved for the neediest families. 
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Additionally, CCC supports the following Executive Budget proposals aimed at improving the 
safety and conditions of family shelters: 
• Add $135,000 for Catherine Street security until all families move out by November 2014. 
• Add $2.8 million for directly-operated shelter security. 
• Add $889,000 for contracted shelter security ($2.4 million in total funds) (for FY15 only as 

the families will transition out of these shelters). 
• Restore $9.1 million to restore funding for an initiative that would have housed families with 

small children in shared apartment style units. 
 
CCC is grateful to the administration that the Fiscal Year 2015 budget proposes to address the 
current homelessness crisis by increasing recourses to prevent homelessness; caring for the 
homeless in a shelter system that is safe, clean and service-rich; helping the homeless leave 
shelter to permanent housing through the creation of two rental assistance programs; expanding 
affordable housing and supportive housing; enabling homeless families to have the highest 
priority access to Section 8 and NYCHA facilities; and ensuring supports and services are 
available when families leave the shelter system.  
 
That all said, it is still unclear how many homeless families and children will be able to benefit 
from the new rental assistance programs, how much funding the State will commit for the new 
programs, and what the timeline is to move these new initiatives forward. Additionally, we are 
concerned that the rental subsidy programs are not robust enough in scale to combat the 
homelessness crisis and help families prepare, transition, and connect to long-term independence. 
 
Furthermore, while we are grateful that the Administration has recognized the poor conditions in 
two of the City’s shelters for children and families, more needs to be done to ensure that all 
homeless children are provided safe, decent shelter accommodations and that their basic needs 
are met. While Auburn and Catherine Street are likely the most egregious, we hope that this is 
the beginning of DHS’s review of conditions at all of its Tier 2 shelters, as well as the cluster 
sites, and that additional closures, renovations and resources will be sought for other facilities 
unsafe for children. 
 
Therefore, CCC renews its request for DHS to do a full review of all shelters for children and 
their families—both Tier 2 and cluster sites and then make the findings publicly available. 
Additionally, CCC urges the Administration to include resources to not only examine current 
conditions in shelters, but also to address additional concerns if they exist.  
 
In addition to shelters being safe for children and families, we believe that the best way to help 
homeless families is to also ensure they receive necessary services on-site, such as health and 
mental health services, child abuse and neglect prevention services, domestic violence 
counseling, STD prevention services, and employment training services.  We hope the Council 
and the Administration can work together to ensure these types of on-site services return to the 
shelter system so that they are readily available to these families in crisis. 
 
Finally, addressing homelessness will also require increasing affordable housing and supportive 
housing.  CCC supports the Mayor’s plan to expand affordable housing.  CCC is a member of 
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the Campaign 4 NY/NY Housing proposal, which calls on the State and the City to create a 
NY/NY 4, which could be an agreement to create 30,000 units of supportive housing over the 
next 10 years. 
 
Runaway and Homeless Youth 
CCC is grateful to the City Council for its long-standing commitment to the City’s runaway and 
homeless youth.  After years of advocating for the same City Council funding that supported 
over half of the City’s system, this funding is now baselined and the City is proposing to add 
$3.4 million for 100 additional shelter beds.  CCC supports this proposal. 
 
We believe that the 100 new beds is a critical first step to better meeting the needs of the City’s 
runaway and homeless youth.  The system likely needs well more than 100 beds, in addition to a 
breadth of services to better meet the needs of these young people (including health, mental 
health, education, counseling and family mediation services).  In addition, we believe that 
additional funding is needed to address the needs of sexually exploited girls and boys.  We look 
forward to working with the administration and the City Council to enhance the service 
continuum currently available for these very vulnerable youth. 
 
Summer Youth Employment Program (SYEP) 
SYEP is a win-win for youth, their families, communities and the NYC economy.  SYEP is an 
invaluable program that provides youth ages 14-24 with a six-week summer work experience, 
training, income, and lessons in financial literacy.  The program provides a youth with up to six-
weeks of paid employment, as well as an educational component.  Wages earned help to 
supplement family income, youth learn about budgeting and saving, and much of the earned 
income is spent in the local economy.   
 
CCC is grateful that the State Budget and the City Executive Budget add funding for SYEP to 
address the January 2014 minimum wage increase so that there is no reduction in services. 
 
This past summer 135,388 youth submitted applications and only 35,947 youth were able to 
enroll (27%).  This trend is typical, with annual applications ranging from the 120,000-140,000 
and participation ranging from 28,000-50,000.  Given the demand for SYEP and the incredible 
benefits it offers, CCC supports a 5-year plan to reach 100,000 youth through SYEP.   
 
As the first step in this 5-year plan, CCC supports the City Council’s request for an additional 
$14.2m for an additional 10,000 additional SYEP slots.   
 
Health and Mental Health Services for Children 
CCC is extremely grateful that millions of dollars for health programs and services for children 
and families have been baselined.  After years of advocating for the restoration of the same 
funding and slots for the same programs—such as dental vans, obesity prevention programs, 
asthma initiatives and the infant mortality initiative—the budget dance is essentially over. 
This leaves the City Council and the Administration poised to strengthen the health services 
infrastructure in New York City—to better ensure children and youth are able to access high 
quality services in their communities in a timely fashion. 
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CCC supports the Executive Budget proposals to strengthen the health care delivery system, 
particularly for children, through the creation of the Center for Health Equity; a new investment 
of $2.1 million CTL ($3.3 million total funds) for maternal, infant and reproductive health 
services in schools and homes; and the addition of $1.5 million into ACS’s budget to expand 
health and mental health services for youth in the city’s detention facilities. 
  
Over the past decade, we have seen many improvements in key child health indicators, including 
reductions in infant mortality and child lead poisoning; however, stark disparities in health 
outcomes continue to exist among racial and ethnic groups, as well as geographically. The goal 
of the new Center for Health Equity is to target chronic health issues in the neighborhoods with 
the highest premature mortality rates. The Center will focus on three key areas: leveraging 
policy changes to better integrate primary care and public health to serve the health needs 
of communities; building interagency collaboration to implement a multi-sectorial 
approach to addressing the root causes of health disparities; and increasing access to care 
by making services more accessible in neighborhoods with the worst health outcomes.  We 
believe the Center for Health Equity has the potential to address health disparities and we 
are pleased to support its creation. 
 
CCC is also pleased to support the $2.1 million in city funds ($3.3 million total funds) to 
increase funding for maternal and infant health programs.  Specifically, this funding 
expands the City’s home visiting program and the CATCH (Connecting Adolescents to 
Comprehensive Health) program. 
 
The home visiting expansion will include the hiring of 15 new staff to allow for an 
additional 1,000 visits in Harlem and Brooklyn.  The CATCH expansion includes hiring 6 
additional staff to expand the program to 14 new schools (bringing the total number of 
schools to 28).  The CATCH expansion will bring reproductive health counseling, testing 
and contraception to 28,000 additional students in schools that do not have a school based 
health center. 
 
CCC is extremely grateful that the Executive Budget proposes to restore funding for the two 
immunization clinics that the previous administration had planned to close.  CCC, many of our 
colleagues and the City Council had strongly objected to these closures planned by the 
Bloomberg Administration. The City’s three immunization clinics are vital to the vulnerable 
families who depend on them for access to free and affordable immunization services that may 
not otherwise be readily available in and around their communities. These clinics, located in Fort 
Greene Brooklyn, the Tremont section of the Bronx and Corona in Queens currently ensure that 
thousands of children and families receive flu shots and critical immunizations, including 
measles, mumps, rubella, Hepatitis B, tetanus and many more.   
 
Unfortunately, DOHMH is now reporting that the two immunization clinics in Tremont and 
Crotona Park are once again slated for closure—this time because of a $4.38 million federal cut 
to the clinics.  In 2012 alone, the Tremont and Corona clinics served 10,000 children combined, 
administering nearly 15,000 vaccines.  Aside from the clear health-related benefits to ensuring 
children and families receive immunizations and flu shots, a new study found that there is an 
economic incentive as well, as every $1 spent on vaccinations results in $10 of health-related 
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cost savings.3   CCC urges the City Council to negotiate a budget with the Administration that 
addresses this federal cut so that these invaluable immunization clinics can remain open. 
 
We were also thrilled when Mayor Bloomberg baselined $1.25 million in funding for mental 
health services for children under five in the November budget modifications.  Since Fiscal Year 
2006, the NYC Council has shown visionary leadership in supporting this initiative, which 
provides psychological trauma services to children under the age of five and their families. This 
has been the only dedicated funding in New York City to provide this level and type of expertise 
to children and families in need.  
 
Even with the baselined funding for the mental health contracts and services for children under 
five, most outpatient mental health care providers are still operating under-resourced and 
overcapacity. Waitlists for mental health services are a common occurrence, with providers 
reporting their average wait times for appointments spanning four to six weeks and sometimes as 
long as twelve weeks. Given that most appointments for these services are made when acute 
symptoms emerge, such prolonged wait times can encourage drop off.  Consequently, 
postponing care at the earlier stages of need can require more intensive (and expensive) care later 
on.  We respectfully request that the City Council negotiate a budget with the Administration that 
adds $500,000 for mental health services for children under 5, to bring funding back to the FY08 
level. 
 
CCC shares the Council’s concern for the growing numbers of City youth who are contemplating 
suicide.  Suicide is the third leading cause of death among NYC youth ages of 10 and 
24.  According to the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, about 30% of NYC public high 
school students experience depression annually, 10% report a suicide attempt and 3% require 
medical care for this attempt.  Having a mental health disorder, such as depression or alcohol 
dependency, is the greatest risk factor for suicide; however, despite this known association, 
national estimates have shown that only one in five children diagnosed with mental health needs 
actually receives treatment.  In addition to self-destructive behaviors, unmet mental health needs 
also heighten a young person’s risk for an array of negative outcomes such as school failure, 
victimization, family discord, violence and substance abuse.   
 
Fortunately, these negative outcomes can largely be prevented.  To do so, it is critical that young 
people know where to turn for help when they are in a crisis situation.   CCC’s 2013 report, “A 
Prescription for Expanding School-Based Mental Health Services,” reveals how schools are 
uniquely situated to respond to children’s’ mental health needs, both during emergencies and for 
ongoing treatment.  Schools are home to a captive audience of an often hard-to-reach and at 
times at-risk population of children and adolescents.  They offer a familiar environment that 
enables more productive conversations and reduces stigma that youth might associate with 
traditional clinic settings.   In addition to reducing self-destructive behaviors, the availability of 
mental health services in schools has been linked to higher test scores, fewer discipline referrals, 
fewer absences and improved graduation rates.  Benefits extend beyond students who receive on 
site services and have been shown to improve the school environment and provide teachers, 
other school staff and parents with needed resources for children.   

3 Zhou, Shefer, Wenger, et al. “Economic Evaluation of the Routine Childhood Immunization Program in the United 
States, 2009.” Pediatrics (April 2014) Vol. 133, No. 4 
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While the benefits of school-based clinics to students and their surrounding communities are 
numerous, unfortunately a fragile business model threatens their long-term sustainability. These 
satellite clinics operate under the auspices of independent, licensed, not-for-profit health care 
institutions.  They are required to serve all students seeking service irrespective of the student 
insurance coverage and are not allowed to receive a co-payment for services on school grounds. 
While school-based clinics claim payments from insurers (including Medicaid) for the delivery 
of care, they usually are only able to recoup a fraction of the total cost of care provided even 
after all efforts to maximize claims have been exhausted.  These recurring insufficient payments 
inhibit their ability to be self-sustaining, and consequently jeopardize their long-term financial 
viability.  
 
As New York State’s Medicaid Redesign is implemented and these programs shift from a fee-
for-service reimbursement model to Medicaid Managed Care, it is critical that the services 
rendered on school grounds be taken into consideration and that reimbursement methods ensure 
that payment is made for all services rendered – both to ensure students can access needed care, 
and to ensure that clinics are financially viable.  CCC will be working with our colleagues at the 
state level to urge the State to create a special designation for both school-based health and 
mental health centers within the managed care system to simplify and streamline the billing 
system, and make certain that the services rendered on school grounds are part of established 
health homes and networks so that these school-based clinics can remain fiscally viable.  We 
respectfully request that the City Council include this request as part of your state advocacy.  
 
At the local level, the Council can encourage DOHMH to collaborate with the Department of 
Education and Office of School Health to overcome regulatory barriers contributing to school-
based clinic operating deficits such as fees levied on clinics operating during  times when school 
is closed (such as evenings, weekends and summer). The City Council could also work with 
DOHMH to protect and enhance dedicated supports for school-based clinical services until the 
aforementioned barriers to clinic solvency are remedied. We hope that the City Council and the 
administration can work together to preserve the current on-site SBHCs and SBMH clinics, and 
ultimately to expand these services.   
 
Operation SAFE 
The children and families of New York City are fortunate to have a Mayor who cares so deeply 
about children touched by the child welfare system, as well as a new Commissioner who could 
not be any more well-versed in child welfare and juvenile justice issues.  In addition, both 
systems have made tremendous progress over the past decade—significantly decreasing the 
number of children in foster care (now to under 12,000), decreasing the number of children in 
detention (currently 223), decreasing the number of children placed in facilities post-disposition, 
and increasing the number of children receiving the preventive services that keep them out of 
foster care and the juvenile justice system. 
 
While there has been much progress, there are still challenges.  Child welfare still faces the 
challenge of ensuring that child protective services is able to identify which children are at the 
most risk and need to be in foster care, which children are safe in their homes, and which 
families need services to allay the risks to children.  This is no easy feat.  In addition, children in 
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New York City still face very long lengths of stay in foster care and too many youth age out of 
the system with no family and poor outcomes. 
 
CCC appreciates the attention currently being paid to court ordered supervision cases.  We have 
often expressed our concerns that these are the highest risk cases—cases where court-
intervention is warranted, the children remain in the home, and the family is often referred to 
services by a child protective worker rather than a preventive service program.  Furthermore, the 
services in these cases are no longer voluntary, significantly changing the dynamic and the 
model for prevention. 
 
Thus, CCC supports the Executive Budget proposal for Operation SAFE, which includes $10.2 
million CTL (starting in FY16), to enable ACS to hire 362 new positions.  CCC urges the 
administration to ensure that sufficient funding for staffing exists in FY2015, since this money is 
actually slated for FY16. 
 
SNAP and Emergency Food Programs 
While many City Council initiatives have been baselined, several programs that enable New 
Yorkers to use their SNAP benefits to purchase healthy foods were not.  We are particularly 
concerned that the Preliminary Budget fails to fund farmers’ markets and the use of EBT in 
farmers’ markets.  Specific items that were not baselined include:  $335,000 for SNAP (food 
stamps)/EBTs at Farmers’ markets; $61,000 for the expansion of the New Amsterdam Market 
and $60,000 to expand low income farmers’ markets.   
 
While SNAP benefits are a critical component of ensuring the food security of New Yorkers, 
there are many hungry New Yorkers who are not eligible, eligible New Yorkers who are not 
enrolled, and the federal government has cut SNAP benefits.  Effective November 1, 2013, 
SNAP recipients had their benefits decreased due to federal cuts to the SNAP program.  
Specifically, for example, a household of three has lost approximately $29 per month – more 
than 20 meals.4  Thus, unfortunately, many New Yorkers need to turn to emergency food 
programs (EFPs), such as food pantries and soup kitchens. 
 
Since the federal SNAP cuts went into effect in November, EFPs have experienced a marked 
increase in the demand for food.  EFPs also saw a substantial growth in visitors preceding the 
SNAP cuts, as a result of both the recession and Hurricane Sandy.  Given these circumstances, 
EFPs need more funding so that they can attempt to serve the 1.4 million New Yorkers who seek 
their help.  
 
While we appreciate that $1.5 million for EFPs was baselined in the November modifications, 
this funding does not address the new needs EFPs are facing.  To meet the increased demand and 
cost of food, CCC will be urging the Administration to increase funding for EFPs by $8.1 million 
(from $11.7 to $19.8 million) in the Executive Budget.  We respectfully request the Council 
make the same request.   

4 The Farm Bill that passed in 2014 included even more cuts to SNAP, which would have caused greater food 
hardship among New Yorkers who participate in the program.  However, Governor Cuomo recently announced that 
he is devoting state funding to make up for these benefit losses that New York State SNAP recipients would have 
experienced.   
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School Lunch and Breakfast 
CCC was disappointed that the Executive Budget did not propose making school lunch universal 
in New York City and we are deeply grateful for the commitment of the Speaker, Public 
Advocate, and City Council to ensuring New York City’s public school children eat.  As you 
know, many eligible students skip school meals because of the poverty stigma.   
 
Implementing universal school lunch will only cost NYC $20 million, will increase federal and 
state funding for food, and will not cause NYC to lose critical Title I funding for schools.  The 
United States Department of Education has issued guidance to school districts wishing to make 
school lunch universally free.  Included in the US DOE’s guidance is a recommendation that 
school districts can simply replace the current school lunch form with an alternate income 
eligibility form. 
 
It is important to emphasize that regardless of how NYC implements universal lunch, the amount 
of Title I funding is not impacted- the only potential change would be to the distribution of the 
funding.  That said, many other school districts and cities, including here in New York, have 
implemented citywide universal school lunch without negative ramifications.  The cities include 
Buffalo, Hempstead, Poughkeepsie, Rochester, Schenectady, Syracuse, Troy and Utica in NYS, 
as well as Boston, Chicago, Dallas and Detroit.  Chicago plans to implement a citywide universal 
lunch program this coming fall. 
 
CCC urges the administration and the City Council to work together to ensure NYC’s public 
school children have access to universal lunch by the 2014-2015 school year.  In addition, CCC 
supports the expansion of Breakfast in the Classroom/Breakfast After the Bell and encourages 
the administration to expand this program as well. 
 
City Council Funding and Initiatives 
CCC is extremely grateful that millions of dollars for programs and services for children have 
been baselined in the November modifications or proposed to be baselined in the Preliminary 
Budget or Executive Budget.  Baselined funds were for programs including dental vans, mental 
health services for children under 5, obesity prevention programs, asthma initiatives, 
immunization clinics, the Teen RAPP program, and over $140 million for child care and after-
school programs. 
 
The contracts, with the programs previously funded by the City Council, end on June 30, 2014.  
We are extremely pleased that the Administration is entering into negotiated acquisitions for one 
year with the programs previously funded by the City Council.  As many of these programs have 
provided high quality services throughout the City for a very long time, this extension prevents 
system disruption for families, communities and providers, and incorporates the Council 
programs into the relevant city agencies. When the FY15 budget is complete, CCC looks forward 
to working with the City Council and the administration to discuss the next steps for these 
programs for the FY2016 budget and beyond. 
 
While the majority of Council Funded programs and restorations have been restored and funding 
baselined, there are still programs and services for children and families that did not benefit from 
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baselining.  These programs and initiatives, year in and year out, have also provided essential 
supports for children and families – improving access to healthy foods, helping to prevent abuse 
and neglect, improve education outcomes, or reduce the risk of homelessness, or incarceration.  
We respectfully request that the City Council negotiate a budget with the administration that 
restores and baselines the following initiatives that impact children, youth and families: 
 
Social Services 
• Food Stamps/EBTs at farmers markets- $335,000 
• Expansion of New Amsterdam Market- 61,000 
• Expand low income farmers markets- $60,000 
• EITC assistance program- $150,000 
 
Child Welfare 
• Child advocacy centers- $500,000 
• Project CONNECT- $600,000 
 
Education 
• CHAMPS- $125,000 
• Chess in Schools- $200,000 
• Child Mind Institute- $250,000 
• Community schools- $150,000 
• Creative arts- $200,000 
• Dropout prevention- $2.25 million 
• Teacher’s Choice- $4.585 million 
• Urban Advantage- $2.5 million 
 
Housing and Homelessness: 
• Citywide task force on housing court- $500,000 
• Community consultants (HPD)- $415,000 
• Anti-eviction services- $2 million 
• Citywide homeless prevention fund- $250,000 
• Mortgage foreclosure program- $750,000 
• Association for Neighborhood and Housing Development- $100,000 
 
Juvenile Justice 
• Alternatives to Incarceration- $3.35 million 
• Center for Court Innovation- $400,000 
• Vera- $250,000 
 
Legal Services 
• Citywide legal services- $1.5 million 
• LIFT- $485,000 
• Legal services for the working poor- $1.05 million 
• SSI-UI Legal Advocacy Program- $1 million 
 
Department of Youth and Community Development 
• TASC- $3 million 
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• New York Junior Tennis League-$800,000 
• YMCA- $350,000 
• Sports and Arts- $1 million 
 
 
 
CCC’s full list of City FY 2015 Budget Priorities is attached to this testimony.  We look forward 
to being a partner with the Administration, ACS, the City Council and our colleagues as we build 
a better New York City for our children.  Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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I am requesting the Council's support for CPF’s $200,000 City Council Leadership Expense 

Request to assist us in providing our free education programs for youth, sports programs for 

youth and seniors, and community organizing initiatives, through Partnerships for Parks, in all 

five boroughs of New York City. 

CPF is the only non-profit that offers free programs in parks in all five boroughs of New York 

City and has had a long history of providing free programs in parks.  CPF focuses on offering its 

free programming in parks with the most need, in traditionally underserved communities, all 

over New York City.  With the recent conversations around parks equity, we believe that there is 

a natural synergy between funding CPF and the Council and Mayor’s desire to create equity 

among all parks.  By supporting CPF and the work we do in providing free programs in parks, 

recreation centers, and schools and assisting in the creation and development of “Friends of” 

groups, the city will be one step closer to the goal of equity amongst parks throughout the city. 

In addition, City Parks Foundation, through Partnership for Parks, its joint program with the 

New York City Department of Parks and Recreation, operates the Catalyst for Waterfront Parks 

program.  This program has focused on three large waterfront parks for four years, providing an 

intense amount of resources and free programming.  CPF had three full-time staff people 

working in each of these parks, creating a new “Friends of” group for Soundview Park and 

providing support to existing groups at Kaiser and Calvert Vaux Parks in Brooklyn and East 

River Park on the Lower East Side of Manhattan.  Beginning in fall 2014, Catalyst for 

Waterfront Parks will be at two new waterfront locations, Faber Park in Staten Island and East 

River Esplanade (from East 96th Street to East 135th Street) in Manhattan, and continuing at 

Kaiser and Calvert Vaux Parks in Brooklyn.  CPF will be working in these communities until 

2018. 

Detailed descriptions of our free sports, education, and community building programs are 

included below.  Attached to this testimony is a list of the parks, schools, and recreations where 

we offered our free programs in 2013 with the corresponding City Council Member.  As a result 

of participating in our programs, youth have received college scholarships in sports, had their 

work featured during the Tribeca Film Festival, and participated in the US Open junior 

tournament. 

Partnerships is consistently asked to provide "best practices" for sustainable community 

development to agency and organizational counterparts from locations around the world, most 

recently from Anchorage, Alaska,  Berlin, and Tokyo. 

City Parks Foundation’s free programs are usually in sync with the City’s plans and the Park 

Department’s work.  As a non-profit, City Parks Foundation is not directly funded by the City.  

In order for us to continue to be able to support your vision for parks in New York City, we need 
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your financial assistance. We understand that a new initiative intended to address inequity in 

services to parks has been proposed and we urge the Council to fund this new initiative in 

addition to requesting that the Council provide $200,000 in citywide expense funding for our 

direct programming in FY15.  Once again, thank you for receiving my testimony today and we 

look forward to working with you to continue to offer these free programs to the citizens of this 

great city. 

SPORTS PROGRAMS 

CPF’s youth sports programs reach 13,000 kids city-wide, with instruction in track and field, 

tennis, and golf, emphasizing sports for a lifetime of fitness.  All of our sports programs address 

the needs of the whole child—physical, cognitive, emotional and social—in a supervised, 

structured and supportive environment.  Our programs are offered free of charge and our sports 

program not only provide free lessons, but also free use of all equipment.  With childhood 

obesity on the rise, our free, regularly scheduled sports programs provide kids with opportunities 

to stay active in their local parks. 

 One of the largest municipal programs in the country, CityParks Tennis provides free 

equipment and instruction to more than 7,000 kids, ages 5-16, each year. This free program 

lets young people learn the sport and progress through three levels of instruction, with 

additional opportunities to build their knowledge and skills through tournaments, clinics, and 

an advanced training academy. Hundreds of graduates have won college scholarships, 

achieved regional and national rankings, and a talented handful has even played at the US 

Open. 

 CityParks Track & Field offers free instruction and use of equipment in a variety of track 

and field events, including short distance running with hurdles, the javelin, and long jump, to 

more than 2,000 children ages 5-16 each summer.  The program culminates with a citywide 

track meet held at Icahn Stadium, the world class sports complex on Randall’s Island, where 

our young athletes compete individually and in teams representing their home park in six 

track and field events. 

 CityParks Golf brings free instruction to over 3,500 children ages 5-16 each year.  In 

addition to beginner and intermediate lessons, we offer an advanced training program for 25 

talented youth under the direction of PGA professionals, supplemented by instructional 

clinics with professional players and advanced tournament play. By offering free instruction 

and access to equipment in communities across the five boroughs, CPF has been able to 

introduce thousands of kids to the game, who would not otherwise have the opportunity. 

 The CityParks Junior Golf Center is a state-of-the-art facility in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn that 

provides free golf instruction to more than 2,000 kids each year, ages 7-17.  Completely free 

of cost and only open to juniors, The Junior Golf Center is first comprehensive facility of its 

kind in the nation, and features a six-hole golf course, practice putting green, chipping green 

with sand trap, covered driving range, and a clubhouse with classroom space for learning.   
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 CityParks Seniors Fitness presents two sessions of classes (spring and fall) that introduce 

seniors to athletic activities in a supportive and social environment.  In addition to promoting 

fitness and well-being, the program also encourages seniors to enjoy and utilize the 

community resource of their local park. 

EDUCATION PROGRAMS 

City Parks Foundation’s free and low-cost education programs help nearly 3,000 students meet 

state standards and connect teachers, students, and families with parks.  CPF works in Title I 

schools that need educational support.  Our education department works with teachers, providing 

development and training workshops, to equip educators with the skills to teach science and 

environmental classes in an outdoor setting.  CPF works with special needs students, bi-lingual 

classes, and provides an alternative mechanism for children who may have difficulties learning 

in a traditional classroom setting. 

 Coastal Classroom educates youth and adults about their waterfront and facilitates local 

action to improve it. The program uses the waterfront as an outdoor classroom with topics of 

instruction including the food chain; bioaccumulation; the impact of illegal dumping and 

sewage runoff; local habitats; invasive species; and restoration and preservation. Coastal 

Classroom fosters an increased awareness of the importance of the East River waterfront and 

local parks, and offers simple steps that everyone can take to protect and preserve them. 

 Seeds to Trees introduces New York City elementary and middle school children to nature in 

the urban environment, and provides public school teachers with professional development 

workshops, empowering them to use city parks as an extension of the classroom.  CPF asks 

partnering middle schools to implement projects linked to the themes of the in-class lessons 

and coastal ecology. 

 Learning Gardens rehabilitates abandoned lots and turns them into vibrant community 

gardens, where we offer structured educational lessons to school children and community 

groups. CPF educators provide structured lessons during the academic year, a six-week 

summer program, a growing number of paid internships for high school students, and family 

days that are open to all community members. For elementary and middle school classes, the 

program offers a continuous series of interdisciplinary lessons in the classroom in the winter 

and in the garden in the warmer months.  Learning Gardens also provides the teachers of 

participating classes with high-quality professional development workshops and sustained 

technical support, enabling them to effectively integrate garden lessons into their everyday 

teaching practice, thereby impacting students and classes for years to come.  CPF currently 

maintains four Learning Gardens—at Grove Hill Community Playground in the South 

Bronx, Det. Keith L. Williams Park in Jamaica, Queens, Umoja Community Garden in 

Bushwick, Brooklyn, and Abib Newborn Garden in Brownsville, Brooklyn. 

 CityParks Youth Made Media, an expansion of CPF’s technology after-school program 

formerly known as CityParks Productions, now operates out of five recreation centers, one in 

each borough, two in Brooklyn, and Bronx International High School.  The program 

combines video and sound production, media literacy, and creative writing activities with 
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academic support and life skills for middle and high school students.  By providing free 

access to training in a variety of technological applications, CityParks Youth Made Media 

gives teens tools for academic success, as well as transferable skills for the workplace. 

Activities include: video production training (documentary and narrative); creative writing, 

storytelling, scriptwriting and poetry projects; photography and animation training; 

leadership development and internship training; and cultural field trips and workplace site 

visits. Youth Made Media operates out of the following locations: Hunts Point Recreation 

Center, Lost Battalion Hall Recreation Center, Red Hook Recreation Center, Brownsville 

Recreation Center, Faber Park Field House Recreation Center and Bronx International High 

School. 

PARTNERSHIPS FOR PARKS 

CPF maintains a joint program with the NYC Department of Parks and Recreation called 

Partnerships for Parks (PFP) that is specifically designed to address the needs of small 

neighborhood parks where resources are limited.  Partnerships rallies people around park 

revitalization and stewardship, helping New Yorkers work together to make neighborhood parks 

thrive.  Partnerships supports a growing network of 65,000 volunteers and 4,000 community 

groups. A joint public-private program in partnership with the New York City Department of 

Parks and Recreation, Partnerships for Parks operates on the belief that active, involved 

communities are essential to vibrant parks and a healthy city. Partnerships for Parks is a 

recognized model of success in bringing about concrete, lasting transformations in our parks and 

in changing the way various stakeholders work together to improve our city’s public spaces.  

While these groups may not have the capacity of larger conservancies, Partnerships equips 

"Friends of" groups with all of the skills and resources they need to become stewards and 

advocates for their neighborhood parks. 

 Partnerships Academy is a series of free workshops provided to groups that are working in 

parks and open spaces.  These workshops teach groups how to work with their local elected 

officials, promote their groups on social media, advocate for capital funding for their parks, 

obtain 501c3 status, navigate the Parks Department, and assist in network, event planning 

and organizational development.  

 People Make Parks, a joint initiative with the Hester Street Collaborative, is an online 

resource (peoplemakeparks.org) that provides people with eight steps to effectively 

contribute to the NYC Department of Parks and Recreation's capital design process, with the 

final step being "caring for the park" once the capital improvements are complete.  The 

process encourages a diverse group of participants to engage in the creation of meaningful 

public spaces. 

 Capacity Fund Grants provides funding to community groups dedicated to parks with 

funding for projects to build their capacity.  Grants focus on funding projects in any of the 

following five areas to help groups: events & programming, outreach and communications, 

group development, resources, and forming partnerships.  Grants can range from $200 to 

$5,000.  It is our hope that the grant will serve as a springboard for groups to learn about 
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fundraising.  We expect that grantees will eventually outgrow Partnerships after receiving a 

Capacity Fund grant. 

 Catalyst: Reclaiming the Waterfront is a four-year, multi-million dollar initiative to revive 

three significant waterfront parks across New York City.  Each Catalyst site has one full-

time staff person dedicated to working in the communities surrounding these parks.  The 

staff person, if there is no pre-existing group, works with individuals in the surrounding 

community, bringing them together as a group, to become stewards of the park.  Over the 

four year period, the dedicated full-time staff person will work with the "Friends of" group to 

bring CPF programs and Parks Department resources to the park.  At the end of the four 

years, these "Friends of" groups have the skills and resources to continue to advocate for 

their local park on their own. 



 

2013 Partnerships 

 

1. 150th-155th Street Edgecombe Avenue Block 

Association 

2. 1560 Grand Concourse Tenants Association 

3. 500 Men Making A Difference 

4. 82nd St Business Improvement District 

5. 92 Street Y 

6. A Better Jamaica 

7. Achievement First Charter School 

8. Aegis Media 

9. Alley Pond Pet Lovers (APPL) 

10. Alliance for Downtown New York, Inc. 

11. Allied Rockaway Foundation for Animal 

Recreation and Fitness (ARF ARF) 

12. Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority DCC 

13. American Express 

14. American Littoral Society 

15. American Littoral Society Coastal Reporter 

16. American Martyrs 

17. Andrew Davidson & Co., Inc. 

18. Anheuser-Busch In Bev 

19. Ardea Arts 

20. Armani Exchange 

21. Art Loisaida Foundation 

22. Assembly Woman Barbara Clark 

23. Astoria Park Alliance 

24. Bank Street's Liberty LEADS 

25. Bard High School 

26. Bedford Mosholu Community Association 

27. Belle Harbor Property Owners Association 

28. Bennett Park Community Alliance 

29. Beta Alpha Psi Baruch 

30. Birch Family Services 

31. Black Men Who Care, Inc. 

32. Bloomberg 

33. BNP Paribas 

34. BNY Mellon 

35. Bowne House Historical Society 

36. Boy Scouts of America 

37. Boy Scouts of America Troop 237 

38. Boy Scouts of America Troop 309 

39. Boys Hope Girls Hope 

40. Briarwood Action Network 

41. Brite Leadership Coalition 

42. Broadway & Amsterdam West 148th Street 

Block Association 

43. BROKEN Inc. 

44. Bronx Coalition for Parks and Green Spaces 

45. Bronx Community Board 10 

46. Bronx Community Board 4 

47. Bronx Community Board 6 

48. Bronx Community Board 7 

49. Bronx Community Board 8 

50. Bronx Council for Environmental Quality 

51. Bronx Documentary Association 

52. Bronx Park East Community Association 

53. Bronx River Alliance 

54. Bronx Volunteer Coalition 

55. Brookfield CAC 

56. Brooklyn Arts Council 

57. Brooklyn B.O.N.E.S. 

58. Brooklyn Bridge Park Conservancy 

59. Brooklyn Community Board 1 

60. Brooklyn Community Board 1/ Parks 

Committee 

61. Brooklyn Community Board 10 

62. Brooklyn Community Board 16 

63. Brooklyn Community Board 17 

64. Brooklyn Community Board 7 

65. Brooklyn Greenway Initiative 

66. Brooklyn Heights Montessori School 

67. Burberry 

68. Bushwick Eco Acts Network (BEAN) 

69. Cadman Plaza Conservancy 

70. Carl Schurz Park Conservancy 

71. Carroll Gardens Dog Owners Group 

72. Centro Hispano Cuzcatlan 

73. Changing the Odds 

74. Charles Street Block Association 

75. Charlton Street Block Association 

76. Christopher Park Partnership 

77. Citigroup Inc. 

78. City of New York/Council District 37 

79. City Parks Foundation 

80. City View Church 



81. Clarion Partners 

82. Classical Theatre of Harlem 

83. Coastal Preservation Network 

84. College Avenue Community Garden 

85. Columbia Community Outreach 

86. Columbia University -Health Programs 

87. Community Connections TimeBank 

88. Community League of the Heights (formerly 

the Community League of West 159th Street, 

Inc.) 

89. Concrete Safaris 

90. Coney Island Generation Gap 

91. Convent Garden Community Association 

92. Corlears Cares-Corlears School PTA 

93. Cornucopia Society 

94. Creative Arts Workshops for Kids 

(CAW4KIDS) 

95. Crossroads Christian Church 

96. Daisy Troop 2397 

97. Dalton School 

98. Deloitte Consulting 

99. Desis Lab 

100. Digitas LLC 

101. Disney 

102. Dorrence Brooks Property Owners and 

Residents Association, Inc. 

103. Douglaston Garden Club 

104. East Bronx Academy for the Future 

105. East River Park Track Club 

106. Edmund Burke School 

107. Egon Zehnder 

108. El Centro 

109. El Centro de Hospitalidad 

110. El Puente 

111. Empowering Youth in Excellence, Inc. 

112. ESPN 

113. Face My Abuse 

114. Farragut Lions Club 

115. Fashion Institute of Technology 

116. FINRA 

117. First Street Block Association 

118. Flushing Meadows - Corona Park 

Conservancy 

119. Fordham Bedford Housing Corporation 

120. Forest Hills Civic Association 

121. Fort Greene Park Conservancy 

122. Fred Johnson Park Association 

123. Friends & Neighbors of Owls Head Park 

124. Friends of Abandoned Cemeteries 

125. Friends of Adam Clayton Powell Jr. Blvd. 

Malls 

126. Friends of Albano Park 

127. Friends of Astoria Heights Playground 

128. Friends of Astoria Park 

129. Friends of Bleecker Playground 

130. Friends of Brook Park 

131. Friends of Brookville Park 

132. Friends of Brower Park 

133. Friends of Carroll Park 

134. Friends of Cooper Triangle 

135. Friends of Crispus Attucks Playground 

136. Friends of Crotona Park 

137. Friends of Cunningham Park 

138. Friends of Dag Hammarskjold Plaza 

139. Friends of Dean Street Playground 

140. Friends of DeLury Square Park 

141. Friends of Dome Playground 

142. Friends of Douglass Greene Park 

143. Friends of Ewen Park 

144. Friends of Father Fagan Park 

145. Friends of Frederick Douglass Circle 

146. Friends of Graniteville Quarry 

147. Friends of Haffen Park 

148. Friends of Highbridge Park 

149. Friends of Island Trails 

150. Friends of J. Hood Wright Park 

151. Friends of J.J.Walker Park 

152. Friends of Kaiser Park 

153. Friends of Lincoln Terrace Park 

154. Friends of Luther Gulick Park 

155. Friends of McGolrick Park 

156. Friends of Memorial Circle 

157. Friends of Morningside Park 

158. Friends Of Parkside Playground 

159. Friends of Peretz Square 

160. Friends of Queensbridge Park Committee 

161. Friends of Red Hook Recreation Center 

162. Friends of Roy Wilkins Park Inc. 

163. Friends of Seton Park 

164. Friends of Sherman Creek 

165. Friends of Sherry Park Dog Run 

166. Friends of Soundview Park 

167. Friends of South Oxford Park 

168. Friends of Springfield Park 

169. Friends of St. Nicholas Park 

170. Friends of St. Vartan Park 

171. Friends of Sunset Park 

172. Friends of the Queens Way 

173. Friends Of Transmitter Park 

174. Friends of Travers Park 

175. Friends of Van Cortlandt Park 

176. Friends of Vesuvio Playground 

177. Friends of Washington Market Park 

178. Friends of Westerleigh Park 



179. Friends of Williamsbridge Oval 

180. Friends of Windmuller Park 

181. Friends of Wingate Park 

182. Friends of Winston Churchill Square 

Garden 

183. G.I.V.E. Getting Involved in Virginia Ave 

Efforts 

184. G.W.A.P.P. (Greenpoint Waterfront 

Association for Parks & Planning) 

185. Global Tech Prep 

186. Goldman Sachs & Company 

187. GOLES - Good Old Lower East Side 

188. Grace Church School 

189. Gramercy Neighborhood Associates 

190. Grand Street Settlement 

191. Green Earth Urban Gardens 

192. Green Guerillas 

193. Green Map System 

194. Green Shores NYC 

195. Green Teens 

196. Greenbelt Conservancy 

197. Greenwich Street Greenstreet 

198. GreenWorks Team 

199. Groundswell Mural Project 

200. Growing Up Green Charter School 

201. Hamilton Heights - West Harlem 

Community Preservation Organization 

202. Harlem Arts Festival 

203. Harlem Children's Zone, Inc. 

204. Harlem Community Development 

Corporation 

205. Harlem Fifth Avenue Association 

206. Harlem River Park Task Force 

207. Harlem River Working Group 

208. Harmony Park Homeowners Association, 

Inc. 

209. Harris Community Garden 

210. Harry S. Truman HS 

211. Harvard Black Alumni Association 

212. Health for Youths 

213. Hells Kitchen Park Conservancy 

214. Heritage Row Block Association 

215. Hester Street Collaborative 

216. High Bridge Coalition 

217. Highbridge Community Life Center 

218. Historic Tappen Park Community 

Partnership 

219. Hollis Local Development Committee 

220. Home Depot 

221. HomeGrown 

222. Homer's Run-Inwoof Dog Run 

223. Human Impact Institute 

224. ING 

225. Inwood Academy 

226. Inwood Green Team 

227. IS 125 

228. Isham Park Restoration Program 

229. Jackie Robinson Park Conservancy 

230. Jamaica Bay Greenway Coalition 

231. JBFCS Kaplan House 

232. JCC of Greater Coney Island-Habor Houses 

233. John Dewey High School 

234. Kissena Corridor Park Conservancy 

235. Legg Mason 

236. Letae Keep Raimonda Park Clean 

237. Liberty Gardeners 

238. LIM College 

239. Lincoln Terrace Tennis Association 

240. Literacy Inc 

241. Literacy, Inc. 

242. Little Red School House & Elisabeth Irwin 

High School 

243. Local 79 

244. Lower East Side Ecology Center 

245. Lower Manhattan Cultural Council 

246. Lycee School New York 

247. M Finda Kalunga Community Garden / 

RPCC 

248. M.Melnick & Co Building Construction 

249. M.O.V.E Inc 

250. MAIP Alumni Association 

251. Manhattan Community Board 10 

252. Manhattan Community Board 12 - Parks & 

Cultural Affairs 

253. Manhattan Community Board 9 

254. Marcus Garvey Dog Run Group 

255. Marcus Garvey Park Alliance 

256. Marine Park Alliance 

257. Marine Park Civic Association 

258. Metropolitan Waterfront Alliance 

259. Midwood Garden Association 

260. MillionTreesNYC 

261. Minetta Block Assssociation 

262. Mizuho Foundation 

263. Montefiore Medical Center 

264. Montefiore Park Neighborhood Association 

265. Morningside BARC (Build A Run 

Coalition) 

266. Mount Morris Park Community 

Improvement Association 

267. Municipal Art Society 

268. Murry Bergtraum High School 

269. National Park Service 

270. Natural Resources Protective Association 



271. New Settlement's Bronx Helpers 

272. New York Cares 

273. New York City Department of Parks and 

Recreation 

274. New York City Economic Development 

Corporation NYCEDC 

275. New York Life Insurance Company 

276. New York- Presbyterian Hospital 

277. New York Public Library 

278. New York Restoration Project 

279. New York Road Runner Club/Metropolitan 

Athletic Council 

280. New York Rockits AIA 

281. New York Strangers 

282. New York University 

283. New York Walkers Club 

284. New Yorkers for Parks 

285. Newtown Civic Association 

286. Nixon Peabody LLP 

287. No Longer Bound Ministries 

288. Noom Inc 

289. NYC Runs 

290. NYPD 

291. NYPD 25th Precinct 

292. NYPD 26th Precinct 

293. NYPD 71st Precinct 

294. NYU College of Dentistry 

295. Odyssey House 

296. Omega Phi Beta - AB Chapter 

297. On Your Mark, Inc. 

298. Open Space Alliance for North Brooklyn 

299. Padre Plaza Success Community Garden 

300. Pan-Hellenic Council of Greater New York 

301. Parent Association of PS174Q 

302. Parsons The New School for Design 

303. Pi Kappa Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa 

Alpha Sorority Inc. 

304. Pickup Soccer, Inc. 

305. Police Athletic League 

306. Project East NY 

307. Project Hospitality 

308. PS 11 

309. PS 30M 

310. PS 48 The Joseph Rodman Drake School 

311. PS 57 

312. PS 94 

313. Quanda NYC 

314. Queens Branch Library 

315. Queens Coalition for Parks and Green 

Spaces 

316. Queens Community Board 13 

317. Queens Community House 

318. Queens Economic Development 

Corporation 

319. Queens United Program For Youth 

Development Corporation 

320. Queensboro Hill Neighborhood Association 

321. Quidsi 

322. Rabobank 

323. Rachel Carson High School for Coastal 

Studies 

324. Ralph Lauren 

325. Randall Community Garden Association 

326. Readers Digest 

327. Recycle Bank 

328. Recycle-A-Bicycle, Inc. 

329. Red Hook Boaters 

330. Red Hook Community Justice Center 

331. Regional Plan Association of New York 

332. Rego Park Green Alliance 

333. Riverkeeper 

334. Riverside Oval Association 

335. Riverton Tenants Association 

336. Rockaway Beach Civic Association 

337. RockCorps 

338. Rocking the Boat 

339. Rocky Run Dog Run 

340. Rodeph Sholom School 

341. Rose Court Tenant Association 

342. Row New York 

343. Roza Promotions, Inc. 

344. Rugby neighborhood alliance 

345. SAALT 

346. Salvation Army 

347. Sara D. Roosevelt Park Coalition 

348. Save a Park to Save a Child 

349. Seeds in the Middle 

350. Seton Falls Park Preservation Coalition 

351. Seton Park Dog Run Community Group 

352. Shape-up New York 

353. Shorakapok Earthkeepers 

354. Shore Road Parks Conservancy 

355. Shorefront YM-YWHA 

356. Singing Winds 

357. SPDOG - Stuyvesant Park Dog Owners 

Group 

358. Spectra Energy 

359. SPRIG 

360. St. Adalbert School 

361. St. Ann School 

362. St. David's School 

363. St. Johns Recreation Center 

364. St. John's University 

365. St. Joseph Hill Academy 



366. St. Mary's Recreation Center Youth 

Program 

367. St. Raymond Community Outreach 

368. Staten Island Community Board 3 

369. Staten Island Rotary Relief 

370. Stoked Mentoring 

371. Stuyvesant Heights Parent Group 

372. Stuyvesant Square Community Alliance 

373. Sunnyside Chamber of Commerce 

374. Sustainable South Bronx 

375. Sutton Area Community, Inc. 

376. Taylor PR 

377. TD Bank 

378. Team Sepulveda 

379. Temple Shaaray Tefila 

380. Temple University Alumni 

381. The Alex House Project 

382. The Berkeley Carroll School 

383. The Bronx is Blooming 

384. The Frederick Douglass Academy 

385. The Friends Committee of the Fort Tryon 

Trust 

386. The GYM Project 

387. The Mandell School 

388. The Point 

389. The Ravens - Friends of Poe Park 

390. Thomas J. McCann Woodside intermediate 

School 125 

391. Timberland 

392. TIMES UP! 

393. Tompkins Square Park Neighborhood 

Coalition 

394. Tom's Dog Run 

395. Tonnie's Minis 

396. Town Square, Inc. 

397. Transportation Alternatives 

398. Tree of Life Gardeners 

399. Trees New York 

400. Two Bridges Neighborhood Association 

401. Udalls Cove Preservation Committee 

402. Union Square Partnership 

403. Upper Green Side 

404. Uptown Reunion 

405. Uptown Soccer Academy 

406. Urban Park Rangers 

407. Van Nest Neighborhood Alliance 

408. Velo City 

409. Vic Hanson Recreation Center 

410. VNSNY _ Visiting Nurse Services of New 

York 

411. Volunteers for Isham Park 

412. Volunteers of Springfield Park 

413. Von King Park Conservancy 

414. Walt Disney VoluntEars 

415. Washington Heights Gardening Crew 

416. Washington Heights Inwood Coalition Inc. 

417. Washington Square Park volunteers 

418. Webster University Alumni Group 

419. West 132nd Street Block Association 

420. West 181st Street Beautification Project 

421. West 46th Street Block Association 

422. West 47th/48th Block Association 

423. West 88th Street Block Association 

424. West 88th Street Tree Project 

425. West Cunningham Park Civic Association 

426. West Midwood Community Association 

427. Winter Hill Alliance 

428. Wolfe's Pond Pooches 

429. Woodside Neighborhood Association 

430. Wyckoff House & Association 

431. YMCA 

432. Young Life East New York 



2013 Bronx Programming

Park CPF Program Attendance
Council
Member

Macombs Dam Park Track & Field 90 Mark-Viverito
Mill Pond Park Tennis 27 Mark-Viverito
St. Mary's Park Tennis, Kids, Music, Family Day, Dance, Theater 8,840 Mark-Viverito
Van Cortlandt Park Tennis, Kids 1,494 Cohen
Williamsbridge Oval Tennis 106 Cohen
Woodlawn Park Tennis, Seniors Fitness 157 Cohen
Haffen Park Tennis, Golf, Kids 1,044 King
Mount Hope Playground Kids 600 Vacca
Pelham Bay Park Tennis, Track & Field, Golf, Kids, Seniors Fitness 2,028 Vacca
St. James Park Tennis 120 Cabrera
Ciccarone Park Kids 250 TorresCiccarone Park Kids 250 Torres
Poe Park Kids 510 Torres
River Park Kids 400 Torres
Slattery Playground Kids 347 Torres
Crotona Park Kids, Music, Film 5,350 Arroyo
Grove Hill Community Garden Learning Gardens 203 Arroyo
Hunt's Point Recreation Center Youth Made Media 117 Arroyo
Soundview Park Track & Field, Music, Seniors Fitness 1,294 Palma
Total 22,977



2013 Brooklyn Programming

Park CPF Program Attendance
Council
Member

McCarren Park Tennis 79 Levin
Maria Hernandez Park Kids 1,550 Reynoso
Fort Greene Park Tennis 99 Cumbo
Jackie Robinson Playground Tennis 74 Cumbo
Underwood Park Kids 720 Cumbo
South Oxford Park Seniors Fitness 39 Cumbo
Brower Park Kids 200 Cornegy
Herbert Von King Park Golf, Kids, Music, Dance, Family Day, Film, Theater 10,732 Cornegy
Highland Park Tennis 84 Espinal
Coffey Park Kids 405 Menchaca
Red Hook Park Music 5,950 MenchacaRed Hook Park Music 5,950 Menchaca
Red Hook Recreation Center Youth Made Media 30 Menchaca
Sunset Park Kids 740 Menchaca
Prospect Park Tennis 208 Lander
Betsy Head Park Track & Field, Music 2,598 Mealy
Umoja Learning Gardens 327 Mealy
Abib Newborn Learning Gardens 273 Barron
Brownsville Recreation Center Youth Made Media 153 Barron
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Park Kids 765 Barron
Dyker Beach Golf Course Junior Golf Center 2,364 Gentile
Leif Ericson Park Tennis 91 Gentile
Calvert Vaux Catalyst n/a Gentile
Lucille Ferrier Playground Tennis 75 Gentile
McKinley Park Tennis 188 Gentile
Marine Park Tennis, Golf, Seniors Fitness 352 Maisel
Kaiser Park Tennis, Track & Field, Coastal Classroom 440 Treyger
Kelly Playground Tennis 134 Deutsch
Total 28,670



2013 Manhattan Programming

Park CPF Program Attendance
Council
Member

Al Smith Park Kids 450 Chin
Columbus Park Kids 2,500 Chin
Sarah D. Roosevelt Park Kids 650 Chin
Seward Park Kids 1,980 Chin
East River Park Tennis, Track & Field, Dance, Theater, Music 16,554 Mendez
Hamilton Fish Recreation Center Youth Made Media 87 Mendez
Tompkins Square Park Charlie Parker Jazz Festival 5,000 Mendez
John Jay Park Seniors Fitness 36 Kallos
Carl Schurz Park Seniors Fitness 94 Kallos
Central Park Tennis, Kids, SummerStage Mainstage, Seniors Fitness 172,870 Rosenthal
Riverside Park Tennis 111 LevineRiverside Park Tennis 111 Levine
Morningside Park Kids 900 Levine
Thomas Jefferson Park Track & Field, Catalyst 148 Mark-Viverito
Courtney Callender Kids 275 Dickens
Eugene McCabe Field Golf 62 Dickens
Marcus Garvey Park Kids, Music, Dance, Family Day, Film, Theater, Charlie Parker Jazz Festival 33,400 Dickens
Highbridge Park Music 4,100 Rodriguez
Inwood Hill Park Tennis 118 Rodriguez
Total 239,335



2013 Queens Programming

Park CPF Program Attendance
Council
Member

Flushing Memorial Field Tennis 114 Vallone
Kissena Park Tennis 213 Koo
Mario Fajardo Park, Field 10 Golf 108 Koo
Flushing Meadows Corona Park Tennis, Golf, Seniors Fitness 1,020 Ferreras
Astoria Park Tennis, Track & Field, Seniors Fitness 478 Constantinides
Hallet's Cove Coastal Classroom 375 Constantinides
Alley Pond Park Tennis, Golf 288 Weprin
Cunningham Park Tennis, Seniors Fitness 382 Weprin
Rufus King Park Kids 1,241 Lancman
Queensbridge Park Kids, Music, Dance, Family Day, Film 5,225 Van Bramer
Det. Keith L. Williams Track & Field, Learning Gardens 93 MillerDet. Keith L. Williams Track & Field, Learning Gardens 93 Miller
Roy Wilkins Park Seniors Fitness 79 Miller
Baisley Pond Park Tennis, Golf, Music 2,807 Wills
Rochdale Park Kids 428 Wills
Lost Battalion Hall Youth Made Media 67 Koslowitz
Forest Park Tennis, Track & Field 538 Crowley
Juniper Valley Park Tennis, Track & Field 569 Crowley
Brookville Park Tennis 114 Richards
Springfield Park Kids 300 Richards
Total 14,439



2013 Staten Island Programming

Park CPF Program Attendance
Council
Member

Corporal Thompson Park Track & Field 125 Rose
Faber Park Kids, Catalyst 190 Rose
Faber Park Field House Youth Made Media 69 Rose
Silver Lake Park Tennis, Golf 361 Rose
Tappen Park Kids, Music 1,585 Rose
Walker Park Tennis 231 Rose
Egbert Field, I.S. 2 Golf 95 Matteo
Willowbrook Park Tennis 642 Matteo
Greenbelt Park Seniors Fitness 122 Matteo
Conference House Park Kids Fitness 110 Ignizio
Wolfe's Pond Park Tennis 169 IgnizioWolfe's Pond Park Tennis 169 Ignizio
Total 3,699



2013-2014 Education Partners

Education Program Partner
Council
Member

Learning Gardens MS301 The Paul Laurence Dunbar Middle School, Bronx Gibson
Learning Gardens PS 333 The Museum School, Bronx Arroyo
Learning Gardens Young Women's Leadership School, Brooklyn Reynoso
Learning Gardens Kappa V Middle School 518, Brooklyn Barron

Seeds to Trees Middle & Green Girls I.S. 204 Oliver W Holmes, Queens Van Bramer
Seeds to Trees Middle IS 229, Bronx Gibson
Seeds to Trees Middle Young Women's Leadership School, Bronx Cabrera
Seeds to Trees Middle K678, Brooklyn Barron
Seeds to Trees Middle MS 145, Bronx Gibson

Seeds to Trees Elementary PS 161, Manhattan Dickens
Seeds to Trees Elementary PS971, Brooklyn Menchaca
Seeds to Trees Elementary PS106, Brooklyn Espinal
Seeds to Trees Elementary PS111, Queens Van Bramer
Seeds to Trees Elementary PS21, Staten Island Rose
Seeds to Trees Elementary PS274, Brooklyn Reynoso
Seeds to Trees Elementary PS 5, Bronx Mark-Viverito

Youth Made Media Bronx International High School, Bronx Gibson
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My name is Marissa Martin, and I am the Director of Government Affairs at the Coalition for Asian American 
Children and Families (CACF).  We would like to thank Speaker Mark-Viverito, Chair Ferreras and members of 
the Finance Committee for holding this public hearing on the city fiscal year (FY) 2015 Executive Plan. 
 
Since 1986, CACF is the nation’s only pan-Asian children’s advocacy organization, and works to improve the 
health and well-being of Asian Pacific American (APA) children and families in New York City in three key 
policy areas: education, health and child welfare. CACF challenges the stereotype of Asian Pacific Americans 
as a “model minority” and advocates on behalf of underserved families in our community, especially 
immigrants struggling with poverty and limited English skills.  We work with our membership of over 40 
community based organizations to promote better policies, funding, and services for East Asian, South Asian, 
Southeast Asian, and Pacific Islander children, youth, and families.   
 
CACF also co-leads the 13% and Growing Coalition, a group of over 45 Asian led and serving 
organizations that work together to ensure that New York City’s budget protects the most vulnerable 
Asian Pacific American New Yorkers. Coalition members employ thousands of New Yorkers and serve 
hundreds of thousands of New Yorkers. Currently, the Asian Pacific American community is by percentage the 
fastest growing group in New York City, nearly doubling every decade since 1970, and is nearly 14% of the 
population. Unfortunately, current levels of public funding for the Asian Pacific American community remain 
disproportionate to our community’s needs.  
 
CHALLENGES  
Currently, the Asian Pacific American community is grossly underfunded with the City’s health and human 
service dollars.  While City Council discretionary funding provides us the opportunity to be flexible, innovative, 
and responsive to community needs, City agencies must keep reinventing their policies and approaches in 
contracting out health and human service funding.   
 
Consider that APA led and serving organizations receive less than 1% in public social service contract dollars 
and City foundation grant dollars. And yet, while many CACF members have long relied on City Council 
discretionary dollars to bridge the gap and continue to provide vital services in APA ethnic enclaves in Council 
districts city-wide, our analysis of publicly available budget documents from the FY2014 Adopted Budget 
revealed that APA led and serving organizations received only 2.5% of City Council discretionary 
dollars and 0.33%1 of all initiative funding.  
  

                                                
1 13% and Growing arrived at these percentages based on an analysis of publicly available information in Schedule C of the FY2014 Adopted Budget. 
Initiatives include both City Council sponsored-initiatives and agency programs. 
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Despite the “model minority” stereotype, the Asian Pacific American community must also overcome many 
challenges.  

• 1 out 2 APA children are born into poverty.   
• 29.9% of APA live in poverty, the highest of all racial groups in NYC.  
• APAs have the highest rate (42%) of linguistic isolation meaning that no one over the age of 14 in a 

household speaks English well. 
•  75% of the APA senior population is linguistically isolated. 
• 1 out of 5 APAs in NYC are uninsured. 
• 83% of all uninsured individuals are immigrants. 

Education and Youth services are especially important for immigrant youth who struggle with English language 
proficiency, the acculturation process, and inadequate academic preparation.  Immigrant youth come from 
families that face high rates of poverty, live in linguistic isolation, and lack the knowledge of available systems 
and resources.  As the fastest growing population, APA comprises of 14% of the student population in NYC 
public school but 1 out of 4 Asian Pacific American high school students does not graduate on time or at all. 
Additionally, 1 out of 5 Asian Pacific American students is an English Language Learner and according to the 
New York State Department of Education, only 50% of Asian Pacific American (APA) students2  are 
considered prepared for college and career.3 For APA students in high need urban-suburban areas, the rate 
drops to 35.2%.4  
 
While we are happy to see that the administration and Council have restored many vital health and human 
service programs in the Executive Budget, there is still large unmet need throughout the five boroughs.  Below 
are recommendations for new and existing initiatives and programs that we urge the City Council to 
support.   
 
NEW PROGRAMS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
! Establish and Support the $5 million New York City Nonprofit Stabilization Fund (NSF) to support 

capacity building that targets our membership.  This request has the support of the premier federated 
community of color organizations in New York City, including the Asian American Federation, Black Agency 
Executives, Coalition for Asian American Children and Families, the Hispanic Federation and New York 
Urban League along with their respective membership, whose numbers total more than 160 organizations 
in all five NYC boroughs and who serve millions of mostly low and moderate income children, youth and 
families.   

 
People of color led nonprofit organizations are those that: 

1) At least 51% of an organization’s board of directors identify as people of color; 
2) The executive leadership identifies as a person of color; and 
3) At least 51% of the populations served are people of color.   

 
The Nonprofit Stabilization Fund will help secure the long-term viability of community-based human service 
organizations with majority minority leadership that serve clients in diverse and low-income New York City 
communities, by providing these nonprofits with resources to bolster back-office capacity and ensure sound 
infrastructure.  The ultimate aim is to ensure long-term viability in service delivery and community 
development.  

 
 
 

                                                
2 “Most New York Students Are Not College Ready,” New York Times, Feb. 7, 2011. Available online at: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/02/08/nyregion/08regents.html?_r=1&hp. 
3 Ibid. According to the New York State Department of Education College and Career Ready is defined as achieving a grade of 80 on the Math Regents, 
and a 75 on the English Regents. It is important to note that by their calculations, these grades merely predict a C grade for college level courses in 
these same subject areas. 
4 Ibid. 
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! Support the $5 million Access Health NYC Initiative.  Access Health NYC is a new proposal for a city-
funded initiative to support community-based organizations (CBOs) that serve immigrants and other 
underserved populations.  It will enable them to do outreach and public education in their communities 
about options for health care coverage and care, particularly for the uninsured. 
 
New York State awarded federal funds to networks of CBOs statewide to serve as “Navigators” to assist 
with applications for New York State of Health, the state’s health insurance marketplace.  Unfortunately, 
these funds cannot be used to conduct basic, public education and community outreach. In the Asian 
Pacific American community, 1 out of 5 individuals are uninsured, and NYSOH’s media campaign did not 
take into account the linguistic and cultural diversity of the APA community. 
 
Access Health NYC can augment the state’s Navigator program by supporting outreach programs about 
health coverage and access to all New Yorkers, regardless of immigration status, and connect them to 
Navigators and other experts to enroll in coverage. Although undocumented New Yorkers are not eligible 
for standard Medicaid and Qualified Health Plans, Access Health NYC can help them learn about and 
understand their options for free or low-cost health care services available through: 
• “HHC Options”, a program of the NYC Health and Hospitals Corporation 
• Federally Qualified Health Care Centers, and other safety net providers 
• Pre-certification for Emergency Medicaid (good for one year)New York’s “Child Health Plus” program 

for all children and youth up through age 18 
 
Five million dollars would allow 65 organizations to apply for grants of $75,000 (average minimum) and can 
provide adequate additional resources for training and program oversight. Grants would be awarded 
through a competitive bidding/RFP process, which could be multi-year. Grants would be allocated based 
on the percentage of uninsured per community per borough. 

 
! Award 10 percent of points in the Request for Proposal (RFP) evaluation process for organizations 

that demonstrate their capacity to provide culturally competent and language accessible services.  
It is important for New York City agencies to increase access to vital services that are culturally and 
linguistically appropriate.  The Office of Minority Health proposed Culturally and Linguistically Appropriate 
Services (CLAS) as a means to correct inequities that currently exist in the provision of health services and 
to make the services more responsive to the individual needs of all consumers.  These standards provide a 
common understanding and consistent definitions of culturally and linguistically appropriate services 
(CLAS)5 and can offer important guidance for New York City. Awarding 10% of points in the RFP process 
to culturally competent and language accessible services will ensure that diverse New Yorkers receive 
effective, quality services from both mainstream providers and people of color/immigrant led organizations.  
Mainstream providers will be incentivized to hire bicultural/bilingual staff and to serve communities of color 
and immigrant communities.  People of color led organizations and immigrant led organizations will have a 
better opportunity to compete for social service contracts. 

 
EXISTING PROGRAMS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
Out-of-School Time  
! We applaud the Administration for their commitment to expanding after-school programs for middle school 

students.  In addition, we were so pleased to see the additional funding for the Out-of-School Time (OST) 
program that the City Council had been adding to the budget, has now been included in the baseline. 
However, it’s important to note that while the overall funding has been baselined, the programs have not. 
We urge DYCD to make announcements as soon as possible for how that funding will be allocated 
so community organizations can begin to plan for the RFP process and how to proceed with 
programming. 

                                                
5 US Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Minority Health-National Standards for Culturally and 
Linguistically Appropriate Services in Health Care, March 2001. 
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! We also urge the Administration to commit additional resources to support summer programming. With 
so many contracts due to expire in June 2014, it is critical that additional funds are allocated to support 
summer programs. The summer programs offered through after-school programs are critical to keeping 
young people engaged and safe while school is not in session and while parents work.  

 
Adult Literacy 
! We are grateful to the Mayor for including the baselined funding for adult literacy programs in the FY 2015 

preliminary budget. This includes the $1.5 million Adult Literacy Initiative, the $1 million ESOL portion of the 
Immigrant Opportunities Initiative, and the $1 million DYCD RFP PEG restoration, for a starting point of 
$3.5 million in the budget. These allocations fund community-based programs that provide ABE (Adult 
Basic Education), ESOL (English as a Second or Other Language), and HSE (High School Equivalency) 
classes for the 1.3 million New Yorkers who lack either an HSE, English proficiency, or both.  

! We urge the City Council to return to increase adult education funding by $3 million. This would 
support additional seats and an array of programs at a level of $1,200 per slot to support quality instruction 
and holistic supports as well as include vital capacity building, professional development and materials for 
the programs.    
 

Immigrant Specific Programs 
! We are also grateful to the Mayor for including the $4.3 million baselined funding the Immigrant 

Opportunities Initiative.   Two-thirds of all New Yorkers are immigrants or children of immigrants. The 
Immigrant Opportunities Initiative funds programs that help these New York immigrant families obtain 
citizenship and language skills necessary for decent jobs, and to protect their legal rights.  

!  In FY 2014 budget, the City Council allocated $18 million over 2 years for DACA eligible youth.  The 
implementation of DACA has resulted in an increase of youth and young adults enrolling in a variety of 
adult education classes, as one of the requirements of DACA is that a young person has a high school 
degree or be working towards one. In NYC, there are nearly 16,000 individuals who would be eligible to 
apply for the DACA program if they were able to enroll is an HSE preparation class.  With the uncertainty of 
Comprehensive Immigration Reform (CIR) in Congress, it is to the City’s benefit to reach as many youth as 
possible who are eligible for DACA.   

! While these are only short term initiatives, we urge the Mayor and City Council to continue to invest 
in the growing immigrant populations of New York City. 

 
Education 
! Provide more comprehensive guidance to New York City students.  As there is more emphasis on 

whole child development, and with the arrival of the Common Core, in addition to the focus on the 
academic enrichment side of education, we want to also address the support the youth get as they enter 
high school to be better prepared for post-high school life.    CACF’s city-wide youth program, ASAP (Asian 
Student Advocacy Project), consists of APA youth from all 5 boroughs and 10 different high schools, who 
have been working on a campaign to standardize guidance roles for every high school, in which they would 
provide comprehensive guidance and follow an individualized roadmap for each student starting from 
freshman year.  For many youth, including APAs, having working class or immigrant parents who cannot 
help guide their children in navigating high school, this resource will be a major factor in providing the 
proper support that each student can get in their path to college and career readiness.    
 

! Provide adequate and culturally competent interpretation and translation services in order to 
increase the issues of parent engagement for many of the parents in our communities.  Many of the 
lack luster services now currently present wide ranging problems for many immigrant families to 
understand the education system and better support their children.  

 
! Ensure there are resources allocated to supporting English Language Learners (ELL’s).  It is vital for 

the DOE to create additional bilingual general education and special education programs to serve ELLs as 
well as additional dual language programs and ensure that these programs are accessible to ELLs.  It is 
also equally important to recognize and allocate resources to culturally competent, language accessible 
materials that are used to support ELL’s.  
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Health Programs 
! Support $1M in Community Health Planning.  Community health planning is an important process in 

addressing health disparities and other related public health issues in various communities. A community’s 
self-determination and knowledge of local needs, circumstances, and health assets are important driving 
forces for improved health planning processes. Health outcomes for New Yorkers may have improved in 
recent years but substantial inequalities remain among Asian Pacific American New Yorkers of various 
economic statuses. Input from the community on the allocation of health care resources can help address 
these health disparities. 
 

! Support and Implement Universal school lunch.  Universal free and healthy school lunch for all NYC 
public school students is a way to encourage greater participation in school meals by eliminating the 
poverty stigma associated with the program. 

 
Participation in the school lunch program is low, but it is not due to a lack of need. 68% NYC public school 
students are eligible for free school lunch, while 75% are eligible for free or reduced school lunch. 
Meanwhile, many students whose family incomes are above the $36,000 per year cut off for free or 
reduced priced lunch are struggling to meet basic needs. Students eating school lunch greatly reduce as 
they get older: 81% in elementary, 61% in middle school, and 38% in high school. 250,000 of the 780,000 
students who are eligible for free or reduced priced meals do not participate. 
 
The Mayor can institute universal free meals immediately by ending the collection of student fees for lunch 
since no state or federal permission is required. The city can maximize federal incentive programs that 
minimize paperwork and maximize federal reimbursements (Provision 2 & Community Eligibility Provision). 
To increase food appeal, menu flexibility should be reinstated.   
 
NYC schools that provide free school lunch to all students through “Provision 2” had significant increases in 
the number of students eating, especially in middle and high schools. This applies to other locations that 
have universal free school lunch. Over time, an additional 120,000 children are eligible to eat no-cost 
school lunch. 

 
Thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony, we look forward to working with the City Council to ensure 
that all New Yorkers have access to the services and support they need to thrive.  Please feel free to contact 
me at mmartin@cacf.org with any additional questions. 
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Testimony of Elba Montalvo 

President and CEO, The Committee for Hispanic Children and Families, Inc. 

 

In Support of the Communities of Color CBO Platform 

Before the New York City Council Committee on Finance 

June 6, 2014 

 

The Committee for Hispanic Children and Families, Inc. (CHCF) supports a $10 million 

allocation by the NYC Council in FY 2015 for a fund to strengthen nonprofit human services 

providers led by communities of color. Supporting organizations whose compositions reflect 

the people they serve enhances the cultural competency of New York’s service sector and 

increases social equity in our communities. 

 

Since 1982, CHCF (www.chcfinc.org) has combined education and advocacy to expand 

opportunities for children and families and strengthen the voice of the Latino community. 

Believing that the most effective way to support Latino families is by building upon their 

existing strengths and fostering self-sufficiency, CHCF provides a number of services 

through Youth Development programs, an Early Care & Education Institute, and policy and 

advocacy initiatives. CHCF’s model is innovative in its effective inclusion of cultural and 

linguistic competencies to effect change. CHCF’s grassroots focus makes it one of the few 

Latino organizations in NYC that combines direct service with policy work that amplifies 

Latino voices at the local, state and national levels. 

 

CHCF supports the Communities of Color CBO Platform recommendations to invest $10 

million toward a nonprofit Stabilization Fund to support CBOs’ capacity building, improve 

the City’s contracting process and support the practice of subcontracting to smaller 

communities of color CBOs. We also believe that awarding CBOs that demonstrate cultural 

and linguistic competence 10% of points in the RFP evaluation process will make NYC 

contracting and RFP processes better, fairer and more equitable. 

 

As envisioned, the Communities of Color Nonprofit Stabilization Fund would make capacity-

building grants available to organizations of color for infrastructural needs such as: 

 

 Financial management; 

 Board development; 

 Fund development, including individual gift fundraising and event planning; 

 Nonprofit management and leadership training in areas such as contract management, 

http://www.chcfinc.org
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organizational change, project planning and management, communication and advocacy, needs 

assessment and program development; 

 Information technology; 

 Facilitated collaborations and merger planning; and, 

 Training for developing milestones and performance tracking tools, assessing deliverables and evaluating 
programs. 

 
Why care about Communities of Color-Led Nonprofit Organizations, like CHCF? 

 

 We are the front-line human service providers that our community first turns to because they trust us; 

 We work to improve outcomes for vulnerable NYC children and families; 

 We develop the next generation of nonprofit, civic and government leadership; 

 We provide culturally-competent and linguistically-appropriate services; 

 We face a growing demand due to the recession and continued immigration; 

 We employ people from our communities, which often have high rates of unemployment and low rates 

of economic opportunity;1 

 We have historically been ignored or under-resourced by government and foundations; and, 

 Our staff composition is representative of the communities that we serve. 

 

CHCF’s Youth Development Programs provide out-of-school time workshops, mentoring, trips, educational 

supports and family engagement activities that help at-risk students make positive choices, stay in school and 

succeed long-term. Our Early Care and Education Institute administers trainings and workshops that teach 

Family Day Care Providers early education best practices and help them become small business owners. 

CHCF advocates for educational equity for Latino students and English Language Learners. All these programs 

form a continuum of empowerment, engagement and support among children and adults to create systemic 

change in NYC’s Latino communities. 

 

Because governments rely on nonprofits like CHCF to deliver needed services, government funding accounts 

for 27.4% of all funding for the nonprofit sector.2 NYC Communities of Color-Led Nonprofit Organizations like 

CHCF are at the front lines in New York City’s fight for equity and opportunity. A $10 million investment in 

the Communities of Color Nonprofit Stabilization Fund will yield far greater returns than its dollar amount by 

contributing to the fiscal health of NYC’s community nonprofits as well as improving services. 

1 U.S. Census Bureau; American Community Survey, 2012 American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates, Table S0201; generated 

by Abraham Barranca; using American FactFinder; http://factfinder2.census.gov; (3 June 2014). 
2 National Council of Nonprofits. (October 7, 2010) Costs, Complexification, and Crisis: Government’s Human Services Contracting 

“System” Hurts Everyone.  http://www.govtcontracting.org/sites/default/files/Costs%20Complexification%20and%20Crisis.pdf  

http://factfinder2.census.gov
http://www.govtcontracting.org/sites/default/files/Costs%20Complexification%20and%20Crisis.pdf


From: financetestimony
To: Anderson, Nicole
Subject: FW: Critical questions to address about the 42nd St Library -- and other libraries
Date: Wednesday, June 11, 2014 10:30:20 AM

 

From: Dennis V Geronimus [dennis.geronimus@nyu.edu]
Sent: Wednesday, June 11, 2014 9:31 AM
To: financetestimony
Subject: Critical questions to address about the 42nd St Library -- and other libraries

Dear Sir or Madam,

I pose the following questions to you, along with many of my faculty colleagues here
at New
York University. They should be seriously addressed before any decisions are to be
made about
the 42nd St. Library -- and, frankly, all New York libraries -- going forward.

-Why are the books -- the essential core of a humanities research library -- being
neglected,
left unbound, unrepaired when they are falling apart? Yet the budgets requested are
never for
those fundamental books, but only for capital projects?
 
---Why are curators of collections and expert librarians of the Main Research Branch
excluded
from Board Meetings -- i.e. the “Executive Sessions” when the general public is
asked to leave?
 
---Why has the staff of expert curators and librarians and technical binders and
conservators
been cut?  
---Why has a person who let 250 people go from the Harvard University Libraries
been hired
by the New York Public Library’s Main Research Branch?
 
---Why are people in Real Estate and Finance making decisions about professional
resources
they never use, in a professional area foreign to their own?

mailto:/O=NYCC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=FINANCETESTIMONY3C0
mailto:nanderson@council.nyc.gov


---Why are those on the Board of Directors with some intellectual pretensions --
editors of
important journals of opinion, for example -- so silent?
 
---Why are not at least one-half of the members of that Board appointed by the New
York City
Government, since the Government pays 50% of the Library’s Budget?

And, closely related: Should the NYPL be allowed to raise private monies,
when such
independence makes it ever less responsible to the Citizens of New York for whose
benefit it
was founded?
 
---Why is there so little New York City oversight (by the Department of Design and
Construction, for example, a thoroughly qualified body), of this institution, which
was
founded for the good of the Citizens of New York?
 
---What happened to the 1999 Architectural Plans to rebuild the Mid-Manhattan
Branch,
including high-rental income spaces which would support the Mid-Manhattan and
the Main
Research Branches of the NYPL?
 
---The Stacks in the Main Research Branch are in perfect condition, were upgraded in
the 1980s
and 1990s, and would cost a pittance of what is being requested for capital
improvements
(largely cosmetic) to return to perfectly functioning order, with re-renewed air
conditioning
and sprinkler systems. Why is this easily affordable solution, which could restore
this great
research library to its full and proper function, with 7 million books on site, not the
plan?
 
---Why did a chunk of ceiling fall (after hours, so no one was hurt) just days before
this



budget hearing? Who has seen or photographed this chunk? Did it make a noise
when it fell
(like the hypothetical tree in the forest of the well-known philosophical
conundrum)?

If it did indeed fall, one recalls other documented instances of non-
maintenance in
order to enable begging for money.
 
---Who exactly is conducting the inspection during these weeks of closure of the
Main
Reading Rooms and the Catalog Room? (Where apparently another chunk fell 10
years ago --
also after its restoration -- and has still not been repaired.)
 
The City should and must withhold money for any capital projects at the NYPL --
especially
at the Main Research Branch -- until all questions about the use of funds, including
Operational Funds, by this Board have been satisfactorily answered, and until City
Governance has been put in place on the Board to perform the City’s Oversight
responsibilities.

With great concern,

Dennis Geronimus
Associate Professor (on research leave, 2013-14)
Department of Art History
New York University
100 Washington Square East
Silver Center, Room 303
New York, NY 10003-6688
Tel: (212) 992.9537
Fax: (212) 995.4182

tel:%28212%29%20992.9537
tel:%28212%29%20995.4182


From: financetestimony
To: Anderson, Nicole
Subject: FW:
Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2014 10:37:53 AM

 

From: dpoggi@ferrypointpark.org [dpoggi@ferrypointpark.org]
Sent: Thursday, June 05, 2014 5:42 PM
To: financetestimony
Subject: 

 
Dorothy Poggi President of Friends of Ferry Point Park and Water Ways writes:
Dear Finance Dept.
I am writing to ask you to increase the budget to 27 million for the NYC Parks for next year.
This is the figure that would fill the positions needed to help maintain and enhace of Parks.
We need jobs in NYC why not have some more offered in the care of our Parks?.
We need jobs in NYC why not offer some in Park security?.
Truly consider the calming affects that parks have on our residents,
Tthe excercise offered to our adults and children and the benefit to our air quality at the same
time.
Our Parks absorb much of the hurricanes rain water and keep it out of our combined sewers.
Any money spent on our Park System is returned to us in the work the Trees do for us....
 

 
 
 
 
 

--
917-741-2768
 
 
 
 

mailto:/O=NYCC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=FINANCETESTIMONY3C0
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From: financetestimony
To: Anderson, Nicole
Subject: FW: Testimony for Friday"s Finance/Budget Hearing
Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2014 10:39:35 AM

 

From: malangbaba@gmail.com [malangbaba@gmail.com] on behalf of Fahd Ahmed
[fahd@drumnyc.org]
Sent: Thursday, June 05, 2014 11:22 AM
To: Anderson, Nicole; financetestimony
Subject: Testimony for Friday's Finance/Budget Hearing

Greetings Nicole,

I am submitting the following testimony on behalf of DRUM - South Asian
Organizing Center, and our 2,400 low-income South Asian immigrants, workers, and
youth, for the budget hearing.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

:::
Fahd Ahmed
Legal and Policy Director
DRUM- South Asian Organizing Center
72-18 Roosevelt Avenue
Jackson Heights, NY 11372
Tel (718) 205-3036 / Fax (718) 205-3037
www.drumnyc.org / fahd@drumnyc.org

mailto:/O=NYCC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=FINANCETESTIMONY3C0
mailto:nanderson@council.nyc.gov
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From: financetestimony
To: Anderson, Nicole
Subject: FW: New York Public Library
Date: Wednesday, June 11, 2014 10:31:40 AM

 

From: Earbrown160@aol.com [Earbrown160@aol.com]
Sent: Wednesday, June 11, 2014 6:38 AM
To: financetestimony
Cc: earbrown160@aol.com
Subject: New York Public Library

The New York Public Library should be what its name declares it to be:
    a PUBLIC Library, publicly used, publicly controlled, publicly accountable, whose activities are
transparent to the public, and whose administrators are interested in and respond to the wishes and
needs of the public.
    Instead, the NYPL has become in the past decade an institution whose administrators and Board of
Trustees, shockingly self-perpetuating, has embarked on a program that is threatening
with destruction the finest and most democratic research institution in the world, the flagship branch at
42nd Street.  They began by selling off in secret auction the gift of the painting Kindred Spirits, made to
the library in 1905 (and soon afterwards authorized an unconscionable raise in salary for Paul LeClerc,
head of the Library); they continued with the sale of the Donnell Library, now being "replaced" with a
couple of basement rooms in the towering Baccarat Towers; they threatened the sale of  the beloved
Mid-Manhattan Library and  continue to threaten that of the business-oriented SIBL, just a few
years after having invested heavily in installing state-of-the-art computer equipment there.
    These decisions were made IN SECRET by a self-perpetuating Board of Trustees, who seem to feel
themselves accountable only to themselves.
    NO MORE PUBLIC FUNDS SHOULD BE ALLOCATED TO THE NYPL UNTIL THEIR FINANCES
AND THE BASES FOR THEIR DECISIONS ARE FULLY AND PUBLICLY DISCLOSED AND UNTIL
TRULY REPRESENTATIVE MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC PARTICIPATE IN THE DECISIONS.    
    A start can be made by having the Mayor, the Head of the City Council, and the Comptroller, who
are ex officio Trustees, attend all meetings of the Trustees and fulfill  their responsibility to the public by
insisting on public disclosure of the expenditure of funds that are made available to the library from tax-
payers money and from tax-deductible donations.  The Library claims not to be accountable for
"private" funds, but what can these be?  Money private individuals donate to the Library is tax-
deductible and hence publicly supported.
    Sincerely yours, Elizabeth AR Brown, Professor Emeritus of History, The City University of New York

mailto:/O=NYCC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=FINANCETESTIMONY3C0
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From: financetestimony
To: Anderson, Nicole
Subject: FW: financetestimony@council.nyc.go
Date: Wednesday, June 11, 2014 10:32:04 AM

 

From: Elizabeth Seal [elizabeth@chatsby.com]
Sent: Wednesday, June 11, 2014 6:11 AM
To: financetestimony
Subject: financetestimony@council.nyc.go

 to whom it may concern 

,Having witnessed some of the ancient and recently aquired books held in the British Library,beautifully
bound and repaired when neccessary ,I cannot understand how a prosperous city like New York
,would even think that research on the computer tho quick and helpful,was a substitute for actually
holding the book turning the pages and very often finding some surprising fascinating information which
at first seemed unrelated to the subect being researched.

 Please rethink your funding  and look after our Heritage .

Elizabeth Seal MA.
 
(and actress, Tony Award Winner1961)

mailto:/O=NYCC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=FINANCETESTIMONY3C0
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Testimony of Episcopal Social Services 
 

Executive Budget Public Hearing 
Friday, June 6, 2014 

 
 

Episcopal Social Services (ESS) is a nonsectarian nonprofit that aims to transform the lives and communities of 

New Yorkers in need. Working in high-need areas of the Bronx, Manhattan, Queens, and Brooklyn, our efforts 

focus on helping low-income individuals and families break free from the cycle of poverty and lead positive, 

successful lives. We support the needs of our clients through early childhood education, after school programs, 

family preservation and foster care services, alternatives to detention for juveniles, and programs for 

developmentally disabled adults.   

 

While ESS’ diverse city-funded programs have various budget concerns, we would like to emphasize today the 

particular funding challenges faced by the Administration for Children’s Services (ACS) Early Learn programs. We 

strongly urge the City Council to increase the Early Learn rate, in order to provide for competitive teacher 

salaries in all classrooms, additional qualified support staff, and other components necessary to meet required 

standards, support staff and families, and produce strong student results. 

 

By meeting parents’ needs for full day (8 a.m. – 6 p.m.) child care while also providing high quality educational 

programming including Pre-K, Early Learn is a crucial component of the city’s approach to early childhood 

education.  ESS’ eleven Early Learn centers offer comprehensive, research-based education that advances 

students’ knowledge and skills to ensure school readiness. Our programs achieve impressive results: in the 2012-

2013 school year, only 43 percent of children entered our programs in the fall meeting the Creative Curriculum’s 

age standards in math, and only 59 percent met age standards in literacy. By spring, 88 percent met standards in 

math and 91 percent in literacy—and 1 in 4 children exceeded expectations in these areas.  However, while the 

quality and rigor of our Pre-K classes matches those provided by the Department of Education (DOE), Early 

Learn Pre-K classes are currently funded at a far lower level.   

 

ESS applauds the Mayor’s proposal to expand Early Learn Pre-K programs to full day and ensure that this portion 

of the day is funded to be free for all children, which will go far in leveling the playing field between ACS and 

Department of Education (DOE) programs in terms of attracting families. We also strongly support the proposal 

to increase salaries for Pre-K teachers in Early Learn programs.  This move towards equity with other Pre-K 

programs will support Early Learn providers in recruiting and retaining talented, certified teachers, which is of 

vital importance for the success of the city’s early childhood education system.   

 

While these enhancements are welcomed, the overall Early Learn rate structure still needs to be increased. 

Current funding does not align with the expected level of services and quality standards. The existing 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
contracts, including the required agency matches, do not cover the cost of providing high-quality, results-

oriented services that meet federal Head Start and New York State Pre-K educational standards. Pay for certified 

teachers is lower than what they would receive in other settings, and the union rates for other teaching staff, all 

of whom are Bachelor’s-level professionals, are more appropriate for custodial daycare than an education-

focused program.  Further, the current rate does not provide sufficient funds for staff development and training; 

administrative support (such as IT, HR obligations, Quality Improvement, marketing, insurances, etc); specialized 

staff required by contracts, such as social service, mental health, and educational support professionals; 

educational technology; or annual salary adjustments in line with what other workers in the education system 

receive.  

 

ESS relies on extensive private fundraising, as well as a small annual endowment drawdown that goes almost 

exclusively to Early Learn, to fill these funding gaps. We pay out of pocket to increase staff salaries, create 

support positions, and fund other needed enhancements.  Meeting the funding needs of our Early Learn 

programs creates a significant strain on the agency’s resources, and we recognize that agencies without access 

to the same level of resources may struggle to meet the expected standards.  The current funding structure is 

simply not sufficient or sustainable.   

 

ESS strongly urges the City Council to establish salary equity for all Early Learn teachers and staff and to 

increase the overall Early Learn rate in order to provide the necessary support for an early childhood 

education system that we are counting on to close the school readiness gap and break the cycle of poverty for 

low-income children. The City must fully support its historic investments in our children to ensure we realize the 

full potential of a city-wide focus on early education for all.   
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The Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies (FPWA) is an anti-poverty, policy and advocacy 

organization with a membership network of nearly 200 human services organizations and churches 

that operate over 1,200 programs throughout the New York City metro area.  Together we serve 

over 1.5 million low-income New Yorkers of all ages, ethnicities and denominations each year.  Our 

members represent every level of New York City’s social service system, providing FPWA with a 

comprehensive view of the complex social service problems that face human service organizations 

and the clients they serve every day.  

   

FPWA would like to thank the City Council for the opportunity to testify on critical programs and 

policies that will strengthen the aging services delivery system throughout New York City.  We were 

very pleased about the proposals for increased allocations in the Mayor’s Executive, as the 

economic downturn and the city’s restructuring efforts in recent years have led to budget cutbacks 

and shortage of core services.  FPWA is committed in preserving and building upon NYC 

continuum of care for seniors through our Campaign for Successful Aging. Considering the city is 

estimated to see a 47% increase of adults age 60 and above by 2030, we recommend that the city 

undertake long-term planning efforts to look to expand the aging service delivery system with 

resources and services that are needed for the next five through thirty years. This testimony will 

highlight budget and program initiatives of our campaign that would enhance the city’s capacity to 

serve older adults and provide better support to New Yorkers to age in place.  We look forward to 

continuing to work with Council Member Chin, Council Member Vallone and the members of the 

Aging Committee and Senior Center Subcommittee to develop a robust senior services delivery 

system to address the increasing demand as a result of high poverty rate, as well as projected 

growth of the older adult population.   

 

Further Reduce Caseload of Senior Case Management Programs 

 

While it is uplifting that an additional $2.6 million has been allocated in the Executive Budget for 

senior case management to ease high caseloads, FPWA urges the Mayor and the City Council 

to continue re-building the case management programs by allocating an additional $3.9 

million to ensure caseloads are brought to more even more manageable levels of 60-65 

clients per case manager and to provide services to over 1,400 seniors now on case 

management waiting lists.       

 

Implement Tiered Case Management for the Elderly 

 

Furthermore, FPWA believes that the current case management system is still not fully equipped to 

serve the growing number of frail seniors 75 and older so that they may age in place.  This segment 

of the older adult population very frequently has complex needs that require more in-depth case 

management resources than are available.  

 

FPWA recommends instituting an Intensive Case Management (ICM) model of care to allow for the 

creation of a tiered system of case management for older adults.  The single tier would include 

general case management and the two tier model would include general case management and 

ICM.  Seniors who surpass the first level of service but who need additional, tailored, individualized 

service to meet their needs would be assisted through a two-tiered approach. This level of 

sophistication in the system is needed to address critical needs and to enable seniors to move from 
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one tier to the next as their situation changes.  Caseloads within the ICM program range from 30-50 

seniors per case manager which allows workers to have sufficient time to address seniors’ needs.  

 

Based on our fiscal analysis, funding an ICM unit would serve on average 95 seniors in each of the 

23 case management agencies and would cost up to $280,000 per agency per year.  This is 

compared to the average annual cost in a New York City nursing home at $137,076 for one older 

adult.  Through the ICM initiative it is estimated that up to an additional 2,200 seniors could be 

served each year. FPWA strongly recommends the Mayor and the City Council to allocate 

$6.5 million for the expansion of the existing senior case management program through the 

implementation of ICM. 

 

Support $2.3 million in funding for Social Adult Day Services (SADS) 

 

FPWA is pleased that $400,000 in funding for SADS programs was baselined in the Mayor’s 

Preliminary Budget.  However at a minimum, SADS resources need to be increased to the previous 

allocation of $2.3 million to accommodate the growing elderly population.  Without access to SADS 

programs, seniors who are not eligible for Medicaid but cannot afford to pay for SADS privately 

would be unable to access this service.  Due to the high rate of poverty among seniors, cost-

effective, community-based programs such as SADS are vital. 

 

Social adult day services are a far more cost-effective way to care for frail elders than nursing 

homes.  According to program data obtained from Riverstone Senior Life Services, an organization 

located in upper Manhattan that operates a social adult day program, the average costs per 

individual per year for participation in a social adult day care program is $18,500 as compared to 

the average annual cost in a New York City nursing home, which is $137,036. 

 

SADS provide therapeutic programming that helps seniors, including those with Alzheimer’s and 

Parkinson’s disease, to maintain their everyday functioning and are also an important source of 

respite for caregivers. Transportation remains a high need for SADS programs and transportation 

allocations should include funds to support SADS programs on a consistent basis.   We support 

SADS programs receiving reimbursement for services for assisting caregivers in need of 

respite. FPWA urges the Mayor and the City Council to restore SADS funding to the previous 

allocation in the amount of $2.3 million. 

  

Support $2.0 million for the Geriatric Mental Health Initiative 
 
FPWA also recommends the Mayor and the City Council to restore funding for Geriatric 

Mental Health programs. These funds will be used to enhance the capacity and strengthen the 

infrastructure of existing mental health services delivered in nontraditional settings. Funding will 

help to address the growing need as the number of those aged 65 and older suffering from mental 

illness are projected to rise from 180,000 to 300,000 by 2030.    

              

Conclusion 

We thank the City Council for the opportunity to testify.  We hope that you will strongly consider our 

budget and policy priorities for FY 2014-2015 during this year’s budget negotiation process.   
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The Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies (FPWA) is an anti-poverty, policy and advocacy 
organization with a membership network of nearly 200 human services organizations and churches 
that operate over 1,200 programs throughout the New York City metro area.  Together we serve over 
1.5 million low-income New Yorkers of all ages, ethnicities and denominations each year. Our 
members represent every level of New York’s social service system, which gives us a comprehensive 
view of the complex social problems that face human service organizations today. This strengthens 
our work educating decision makers and making sure that the needs of our network are heard in the 
legislative process.    
 
We believe in equal opportunity and are committed in advocating for policies and investments that 
would strengthen low-income individuals, children, families, and communities in need.  FPWA 
applauds Mayor de Blasio for prioritizing critical steps to address economic inequity is his Executive 
Budget for FY 2014-2015. We are particularly grateful for his investment in early childhood education, 
afterschool programs, affordable housing, food pantry and soup kitchens, and shelter beds.   
 
FPWA appreciates the opportunity to testify on policies and programs that will support children along 
the road to success, provide meaningful opportunities for individuals toward stability and prosperity, 
allow families to meet their basic needs and have greater opportunities, and empower communities to 
invest in their own well-being.  We look forward to continuing to work with Councilman Levin and the 
members of the General Welfare Committee on our work to reduce poverty and advance upward 
mobility.  
 
 
Administration for Children Services (ACS) 
 
Implementation of Universal Pre-kindergarten 
 
FPWA is strongly supportive of the Mayor’s plan to provide full day, high quality universal 
prekindergarten across New York City. This $300 million investment in FY2014 and $340 million 
investment in FY2015 will go a long way in providing the opportunity for every four year old, 
regardless of his or her family’s income, to succeed and is one of the strongest tools we have to fight 
inequality. 
 
We applaud the allocation of $44 million to ensure consistent quality standards and programmatic 
improvements across the UPK and EarlyLearn system, including comparable salaries and 
professional development opportunities for UPK lead teachers and increased supports for students 
whole primary language is not English. These improvements across both systems represent a large 
step forward for the city’s early childhood sector. However, there are still several elements that need 
to be addressed in order to ensure the success of the UPK expansion.  
 
Though we are extremely supportive of the increases in starting salaries for UPK lead teachers, the 
low levels of compensation for the remainder of the early childhood workforce remain unaddressed. 
The lack of salary parity between early childhood lead teachers is detrimental to the successful 
delivery of high quality early childhood education services. Establishing teacher salaries based only 
on the age of the children being taught creates an unequal system which will drive certified teachers 
toward higher paying positions, resulting in a decline in the availability of qualified teachers for 
younger children. FPWA urges the city to invest in salary parity for all teachers across the early 
childhood system in order to ensure the delivery of high quality services.  
 
Additionally, as UPK moves closer to implementation, it is essential to ensure that no child will lose 
hours of care as a result of participating in the program. The current EarlyLearn model provides year 
round quality care for ten hours per day. This wrap around model allows for extended educational 
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programming, while meeting the scheduling needs of working families. In contrast, UPK provides only 
6.3 hours of instruction per day and follows the DOE calendar, with July and August off. This lack of 
wrap around services, combined with the shortened service year, places an unnecessary hardship on 
working families who need consistency in their child care placements. FPWA recommends that the 
city include funds in the FY2015 budget to ensure that community-based organizations can 
continue to provide wrap around services and summer programming for children enrolled in 
the UPK program.  
 
 
Address the Needs of the EarlyLearn System 
 
FPWA applauds the Mayor’s commitment to create a task force of key stakeholders that will develop a 
strategic plan for better integrating the city’s early childhood education system and expanding 
services to those enrolled in EarlyLearn NYC. As New York City moves to strengthen educational 
opportunities for all four-year-olds, there must be a greater and more stable commitment to investing 
in child care for children from birth to age three who are eligible for subsidized child care.  Throughout 
the recession, zero to three programming has faced serious funding cuts, resulting in a lack of 
availability of infant and toddler spots, inadequate compensation for early childhood teachers and 
staff, and the destabilization of the early childhood system. 
 
The EarlyLearn system provides a model for providing a publically funded comprehensive early child 
care and education system that has the potential to significantly improve the quality of childcare in 
New York City. Many aspects of this model have been long promoted by FPWA and other child 
advocates and were designed to strengthen a childcare system plagued with varying levels of quality. 
While FPWA supports these efforts to increase the quality of childcare in New York City, after a year 
of implementation, we find ourselves increasingly concerned regarding aspects of this model that 
have inadvertently created a negative impact on many EarlyLearn childcare providers and the quality 
of services they provide. A majority of these challenges revolve around the lack of financial support for 
EarlyLearn providers, especially in the areas of insufficient per child reimbursement rates and 
increased burden of health care and liability insurance coverage.  
 
As it is currently constructed, the per-child reimbursement rate is insufficient to cover all the costs of a 
high quality early learning program. Our member agencies report a constant financial struggle to 
adequately provide compensation for staff, cover ever rising insurance costs, and afford operating and 
administrative expenses. They are struggling to maintain quality programs in a system that is 
continuously shifting more and more financial burden onto the provider. These financial struggles 
directly affect the quality of services provided to children, many of whom are from high need 
neighborhoods and require additional supports in order to ensure future academic and personal 
success. 
 
Additional financial strain was placed upon our member agencies earlier this year when childcare 
employees lost access to the city funded Central Insurance system. Due to the insufficient level of 
reimbursement, providers were forced to ask employees to cover 15% of the cost of their coverage. 
With the average childcare teacher in New York City earning just over $32,000, this 15% contribution 
was tantamount to a salary cut of approximately $5,000. For many, the cost of coverage was too high 
and many chose to opt out of the program. A survey of our member agencies revealed that in any 
given program between 30-60% of employees opted out of health care coverage. FPWA urges ACS 
to work with advocates and providers to determine an appropriate rate that fully funds the cost 
of high quality programs and recommends the City Council to continue monitoring this issue.  
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Reduce the Financial and Administrative Burden for Working Families 
 
In February 2011, former Mayor Bloomberg imposed a cut of $13 million in funding annually for 
subsidized child care by raising parent fees from 12% to 17% of the adjusted family income and to 
triple the minimum co-payment from $5 per week to $15 per week.  The fee had already been raised 
the prior year from 10% to 12%.  Cumulatively, this amounts to a 7% increase over two years, causing 
a situation in which families with the lowest and most marginal incomes are being the hardest hit.   
 
Since the increase of parent fees, some of our member agencies have reported that their programs 
have lost children whose parents can no longer afford the fee. Given the high cost of living in New 
York City, the increase of parent fee deepens the burden of many low-income parents, as they are 
already forced to make difficult choices between the most basic expenses such as food, rent, utilities, 
medicine, and clothing for growing children.  FPWA strongly recommends the Mayor and the City 
Council to reverse the parent fee increase implemented in February 2011.   
 
Restore Priority 8 and 9 eligibility categories that were eliminated in FY 2009-2010 budget  
 
The Priority 8 eligibility category provides vouchers and access to center-based care to parents who 
are not able to provide care for their children during the day because they are either ill or 
incapacitated.   Providing support for these parents would ensure young children receive the care they 
need, which is a low-cost preventive measure and an investment in the well-being of children, 
especially in vulnerable families.   
 
The Priority 9 eligibility category provides vouchers and access to center-based care to low-income 
(non-public assistance) households for child care coverage while parents are looking for work.  The 
funds eliminated in FY 2009-2010 totaled $4.2 million.  To be successful in their job search, parents 
need access to subsidies for child care services.  Providing support for child care in the job seeking 
process is an essential piece of the puzzle that would enable parents to focus on looking for work and 
therefore, prevents families from falling deeper into crisis.   
 
The elimination of these priority code eligibility categories has negatively impacted struggling families 
as they can no longer access vital care for their children.  In addition, child care centers are also left 
with vacancies that can’t be filled by children that need care because the elimination of these 
categories has made them ineligible for services.  FPWA recommends the Mayor and the City 
Council to restore funding for these priorities.  
 
 
Improve NYC’s Foster Care System by Providing Better Support to Youth Aging Out of Care 
 
While FPWA is pleased that the Administration for Children’s Services (ACS) has been able to secure 
$1.3 billion in federal funds for the next five year for the city budget through a Title IV-E Waiver to 
expand services in the foster care system, we hope that greater resources in the foster care system 
will go to improving family finding for children in care and outcomes for youth aging out of care. Even 
with increased efforts to achieve permanence for all children in care, the number of youth who age out 
of foster care in New York City has risen steadily over the past decade. For far too many youth in 
care, aging out of care results in homelessness, work instability, and a lack of stable, loving 
relationships with adults. 
 
Youth aging out are an extremely overrepresented population among New York’s homeless. In New 
York City, it is estimated that between 18-26% of foster care youth who age out become homeless 
and, on any night, many former foster youth can be found sleeping on the streets, park benches, 
couch-surfing, or in shelters. The urgency of this problem is compounded by the fact that while the 
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foster care census continues to decline in New York, the largest percent of children in foster care are 
over the age of twelve. Although youth may leave the foster care system when they turn 18 years old, 
an increasing number remain until they age out at 21.  Below are four proposals for improving New 
York City’s child welfare system and providing better support to youth aging out of care.  
 

1) Create an inter-agency task force to improve coordination of care  
 
The common refrain from provider agencies and foster youth is that city agencies function inefficiently 
in regard to housing and in regard to communication surrounding housing policies.  To alleviate this 
systemic strain, advocates have proposed that an inter-agency task force be formed between ACS, 
DYCD, DOE, CUNY, NYCHA, NY/NYIII, HRA, DOHMH, and DHS. Such an organizational 
centralization would be ripe for streamlining requirements for qualification to apply for services and 
assistance, and recognizing the circumstances and challenges for foster youth.  This task force would 
have the power to improve coordination among city agencies to ensure better services to youth aging 
out of foster care.  In particular, we recommend that this task force streamline the process of securing 
housing, ensure proper transition and supports for youth with mental health issues, and increase the 
accessibility of safe, permanent housing for youth leaving foster care. 
 

2) Develop Aftercare capacity to support youth until age 25  
 
While housing and improved coordination of care are essential, youth need more than a place to 
reside to continue living independently. Developing aftercare with the capacity to support youth until 
age 25 could nurture that independence. Currently, the ACS lacks both funding allocation and clear 
guidelines for a support system for aged out youth. This leads to insufficient supervisory efforts not on 
par with much more needed investments such as family support and counseling. FPWA 
recommends that ACS develop after care capacity to support youth already aged out of foster 
care until age 25 by providing housing, health and mental health, education and vocational 
training assistance. In addition to support after aging out of care, foster youth require experience 
and supplemental aid to successfully transition to independent life.  
 

3) Restore, create and/or increase funding for housing programs that aid both youth aging 
out and former foster youth  

 
Young adults need a chance to practice living independently before they are completely on their own. 
Experts say that young adults should have the opportunity to make and learn from mistakes as they 
become independent. Funding cuts over the past few years to crucial programs have reduced the 
ability of youth to attain affordable and sustainable housing after “aging out” of care.  
 
FPWA commends the Mayor’s “Housing New York” plan, particularly its support for the creation of a 
new supportive housing agreement between New York City and New York State as a follow up to the 
New York/New York III Supportive Housing Agreement that is ending next year. 
 
In addition, FPWA recommends the Mayor and the City Council to consider the following 
options:   
 

 Reinstitute discharge grants for youth aging out of care; 

 Provide funding for trial discharges; 

 Increase the ACS housing subsidy to reflect current rental rates for low-income housing; 

 Increase funding for Runaway and Homeless Youth; 

 Increase the number of NY/NY III supportive housing units for all youth aging out of the foster 
care system.   
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4) Reduce barriers to accessing housing through NYCHA and improve its coordination 
with ACS 

 
A key and crucial resource to “aged out” foster youth is the New York City Housing Authority 
(NYCHA), which helps to place them in affordable housing situations once they reach independent 
living age. While NYCHA is a tremendous help on this step, there are many areas in dire need of 
improvement.  One step would be reducing onerous requirements for receiving the presumptive 
budget letter that NYCHA requires youth aging out to get from the Human Resources Administration 
(HRA) to show proof of income if they are not employed. It is difficult to process and obtain these 
letters in time from ACS and HRA because of the age restrictions on when the youth can apply for the 
letter. Foster care agencies and foster youth should be able to apply earlier so they can get it 
approved in time to receive housing.  Youth must also be given more viable choices in safe, clean 
apartments.  Safety concerns and requests for security transfers must also be made a priority and 
addressed in a timely way.  FPWA encourages the City Council to examine ways that would 
reduce barriers to accessing housing, fund programs that help youth transition to independent 
living, extend aftercare and improve coordination of care.   
Ensure Preventive Services for Children and Families 
 
Reducing barriers to accessing housing, funding programs that help youth transition to independent 
living, extending aftercare and improving coordination of care are all means of improving NYC’s child 
welfare system and providing better support to youth aging out of care directly. However, youth will 
also benefit from program and service improvements. One such modification is the revision of 
performance-based funding.   
 
The ACS has recently implemented a performance-based funding plan for preventive services 
providers, which requires that the contracted providers must open 25% of their cases within the 
specified timeframe or they will lose 10% of their yearly funding.  Preventive services providers have 
concerns about performance-based funding because of the effort and energy that has to be spent 
pursuing new cases when utilization is low, which diverts providers from more meaningful program 
activities. Additionally, program budgets are very tight, so forfeiting 10% of their budgets may cripple 
providers that have to produce matching funds (up to 5% of budget) and often rely on fundraising to 
make up the difference.   
 
FPWA believes that the performance-based funding plan should be revised to address these 
implementation concerns. Since preventive services providers have always successfully relied on the 
scorecard to monitor and propel system shifts, it is not necessary to use performance-based funding 
as an incentive to move providers towards a 12-month length of stay.  The reality is that providers are 
willingly helping every family and child they can and working with ACS through the process. Many 
preventive services providers have turned the corner on this expectation and are closing more than 
50% of their cases within 12 months. Small community based preventive services providers play a 
vital role and should not be forced to close due to lack of sufficient contract funding. 
 
 
Maintain investment in Preventive Services; Restore funding cuts for After-Care Services, 
Foster Boarding Home rates, and “One Year Home” Permanency Campaign 
 
Preventive services are a cost-effective component of the child welfare system – each slot costs 
about $9,500 and serves an entire family; whereas foster care costs about $36,000 per child.   In 
order to provide appropriate services to families who need assistance, it is imperative to provide 
stability to the system and ensure sufficient capacity.  FPWA encourages the Mayor and the City 
Council to continue fully supporting the wise investment of child welfare preventive services 
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by restoring the $4.15 million cut from previous budgets in after-care support services to help 
support the reunification process.   
 
In addition, FPWA urges the Mayor and the City Council to restore the $6.9 million delayed 
increase for foster care boarding home rates that were cut in previous budgets.  As it is, foster 
care agencies are not adequately resourced and this delayed increase will force agencies to make 
significant cuts in staff and/or services.  In these difficult economic times, agencies responsible for 
serving New York City’s most vulnerable children and families deserve our support.  FPWA also 
urges the Mayor to restore the $9.9 million cut from previous budgets to support permanency 
for foster care youth.  In order for agencies to implement permanency plans they must be financially 
supported in this difficult and challenging work. 
 
 
Human Resources Administration (HRA) 
 
Invest in Anti-hunger Program 
 
FPWA applauds the Mayor for including an additional $1.5 million that will support food pantries and 
soup kitchens throughout the city. This money will go far in strengthening an emergency food system 
that reports increased difficulty in meeting the needs of hungry New Yorkers. Additionally, FPWA was 
pleased to see that the city will accept the federal Able Bodied Adults without Dependents (ABAWD) 
waiver. This change in policy will put the city in line with every other county in New York State and will 
ensure that unemployed New Yorkers will still have access to SNAP benefits. 
 
Invest in Citywide Transitional Jobs Program 
 
With NYC’s unemployment rate at 8.6% in February 2014, there are 350,000 unemployed people in 
New York City.  Included in these unemployed are 33,000 adult Family Assistance recipients and 
129,000 adult Safety Net Assistance recipients as of February 2014.  The city also has about 140,000 
more unemployed residents than it had six years ago, before the financial crisis struck.  These 
numbers show that more must be done to aid those who have been unemployed for gruelingly long 
periods of time and have fallen in need of public assistance. A new and greatly expanded transitional 
jobs initiative could significantly decrease rates of unemployment in New York City, and provide a 
permanent boost to those that are trying to get back on their feet. 
 
Transitional jobs are a particular form of publicly subsidized employment which can help the 
unemployed, including those who are “hard to employ”–long-term unemployed, TANF recipients, 
disconnected youth and people reentering from the criminal justice system–overcome employment 
barriers with paid, short-term employment that combines real work, skill development and supportive 
services. Participants are provided training in both necessary soft skills in the work force and in a 
specific industry/skill. Often, participants are retained for permanent employment in the jobs they had 
been placed into for the subsidized period. Even when they are not, these participants have a much 
higher chance of finding permanent employment afterward, and they are provided with help in their 
job search process. 
 
In many parts of the country, transitional jobs have proven to lead to increased employment levels 
and wages for those that have participated in such programs. For example, with the Los Angeles 
Transitional Subsidized Employment Program, workers received wages of $10 per hour; participated 
for 6-12 months; received supports including job coaching, child care, transportation costs; and the 
target population was mostly TANF recipients, with some dislocated workers. The number of people 
placed was 10,719 at 1,403 employers. The average time in subsidized employment was about 7 
months and the average earnings were $6,057.  
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In New York City, some existing programs within the Human Resources Administration (HRA) are 
already doing this work.  However, they target rather small portions of the existing estimated 346,860 
unemployed population as of August 2013.  FPWA recommends the city to fund a large-scale 
transitional jobs program, especially given these programs’ proven success based on 
previous and existing transitional jobs programs throughout the nation and in New York.  
 
New York City’s program should look to serve the greatest number of the unemployed population 
possible. FPWA is working with the Urban Institute to develop a comprehensive cost-estimate that 
includes the total net costs for each Transitional Job participant.  However, an estimate done by the 
Fiscal Policy Institute in 2008 found a $705 net monthly cost per participant.     
 
This TJ model assumes that: 
 

 The TJ workers would be paid the city’s living wage of $11.50 per hour or the prevailing wage 

 The TJ placement would last 6 months 

 30% of the TJ workers would receive vocational training of 20 hours/week in addition to 
working at their TJ for 15 hours/week 

 
 
Need for Greater Efficiency and Efficacy in the city’s Welfare-to-Work Structure 
 
New York City receives the majority of New York State’s Flexible Fund for Family Services (FFFS) 
and is currently allocated $425 million in FFFS funding, which includes $99 million of Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) funding.   The city currently spends approximately 73% (or $72 
million) of these TANF funds on welfare-to-work programs including Back to Work, The Work 
Experience Program (WEP), WeCare, and general employment services.  
 
Yet, despite this funding emphasis, these programs consistently fail to achieve the goal of helping 
public assistance recipients find and secure steady and remunerative employment. For example, the 
city spends $57 million a year on the Back to Work program which has very low job placement and 
retention outcomes—48% of clients didn’t retain their jobs past 90 days and 75% didn’t retain their 
jobs past 180 days.  In addition, most WEP participants live well below the federal poverty level. 
 
 
Reverse Mayor’s 2011 Budget Action Reducing Broker’s Fees and Vouchering Security 
Deposits  
 
Households receiving public assistance have had very few housing options due to below market 
rental payments and administrative barriers in retaining benefits.  In the adopted budget of FY 2011-
2012, the Bloomberg Administration imposed a policy to reduce broker’s fees to half of a month’s rent 
and vouchering security deposits.  This funding reduction totals $4.8 million.   
 
According to an online survey conducted by Shubert Botein Policy Associates months after the 
implementation of the policy, survey respondents reported that these changes have significantly 
affected the HIV/AIDS Service Administration (HASA) clients they serve, with the change of brokers’ 
fees being the most challenging.   
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Findings of the survey show:  
 

 Over 95% of clients involved in a housing search have experienced one or both policy 
changes as a barrier to housing placement 

 79% of respondents report that the security deposit change poses a significant barrier to their 
clients 

 94% report that the brokers’ fees change is a significant barrier, with 50% reporting that it has 
prevented placement for one or more clients 

 
Since this policy went into effect, many brokers no longer work with households receiving cash 
assistance, which further limits an already extremely limited pool of available housing for these 
families, including people who receive HASA.  We have also found that brokers are asking clients on 
a fixed income to pay the other half of the fee on their own. Some landlords refuse to lease 
apartments to applicants receiving cash assistance unless they are able to pay security deposits in 
cash.   FPWA strongly recommends the Mayor and the City Council to restore funding for 
broker’s fee and security deposits.   
 
 
Implementation of the 30% Rent Cap Bill 
 
FPWA applauds Mayor de Blasio for allocating $7.2 million in city funds and $9.5 million in total funds 
in 2014, and $31.1million in city funds and $40.5 million in total funds in 2015 to reduce the rent 
burden for 14,000 individuals receiving rental assistance through HIV/AIDS Service Administration 
(HASA) and residing in private market apartments.  Since many HASA clients are not well informed 
about their budget and benefits received, FPWA recommends HASA to provide written notice to all 
HASA clients with information on their personal/household budget as well as the types of benefits 
eligible for and received through the division.  FPWA also recommends the City Council to closely 
monitor the implementation of this policy change.  
 
 
Conclusion 
 
We thank the City Council for the opportunity to testify.  We hope that you will consider our budget 
priorities and recommendations on the Mayor’s Preliminary Budget for the FY 2014 budget during this 
year’s budget negotiation process.   



 
 

 
 
 

Testimony prepared for  
 

The New York City Council Health Committee’s Public Hearing  
on  

The Mayor’s FY 2014-2015 Executive Budget 
 

May 2014 
 
 
 
 

Prepared By: 
 

Esther W. Y. Lok 
Assistant Director of Policy, Advocacy and Research  

& Senior Policy Analyst for HIV and AIDS 
 
 
 
 

 
Submitted By: 

 
Jennifer Jones Austin 

Executive Director/CEO 
 

 
281 Park Avenue South 

New York, New York 10010 
Phone: (212) 777-4800 
Fax:  (212) 414-1328 

 



 2 

The Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies (FPWA) is an anti-poverty, policy and advocacy 

organization with a membership network of nearly 200 human services organizations and churches 

that operate over 1,200 programs throughout the New York City metro area.  Together we serve over 

1.5 million low-income New Yorkers of all ages, ethnicities and denominations each year. Our 

members represent every level of New York’s social service system, which gives us a comprehensive 

view of the complex social problems that face human service organizations today. This strengthens 

our work educating decision makers and making sure that the needs of our network are heard in the 

legislative process.    

 

We would like to thank the City Council for the opportunity to testify on needed investments that will 

strengthen programs serving vulnerable populations across New York City.  In this testimony, we will 

focus on issues related to the city’s efforts to address the HIV/AIDS epidemic as well as health 

disparities in low-income/disenfranchised communities.  

 

Revitalizing the HIV Response to End the AIDS Epidemic in NYC 

 

The HIV/AIDS Epidemic in New York continues to disproportionately impact low-income communities.  

There are more than 100,000 people living with HIV/AIDS in New York City, which is about 80% of the 

total HIV positive population in New York State.  Within this population, 50% of them rely on Medicaid 

for their primary care, and about 10% are eligible for both Medicaid and Medicare.  In addition, more 

than 32,000 people receive enhanced rental assistance and other benefits through the HIV/AIDS 

Service Administration (HASA), a division of the Human Resource Administration/Department of 

Social Services.   

 

In the past several years, the city has primarily focused its efforts on expanding HIV testing in high 

HIV prevalence neighborhoods and promptly getting those who are positive into care.  While these 

efforts were important, they largely failed to address the core issues faced by many with and at-risk 

for HIV – housing instability, food insecurity, and poverty.  To be successful in our fight against the 

epidemic, the city must take a comprehensive approach.  Now is the time to develop and 

implement an action plan to end AIDS in New York. In fact, New York has the people, institutions, 

resources and political will to end AIDS in the City and throughout the State, and to become a model 

in the U.S. and beyond.  

 

Progress will require renewed commitment, realignment of current efforts and strategic investment of 

new resources.  Given that total federal HIV-specific resources, including funds from the Centers for 
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Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Health Resources and Services Administration’s (HRSA) 

Ryan White Program, and Housing and Urban Development’s Housing Opportunities for Persons With 

AIDS Program (HOPWA) available to New York City and State have been reduced by millions of 

dollars even as caseloads rise, FPWA strongly recommends the Mayor and the City Council to 

increase/re-direct city tax levy funding to replace lost state and federal support.   

 

Specifically, FPWA recommends the Mayor and the City Council to: 

 Allocate funds to replace loss of federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 

and Ryan White funds for nutrition programs, as food insecurity significantly undermines the 

effectiveness of antiretroviral therapy (ART).   

 Increase investment in building integrated services for women living with HIV that would 

include three major components: (1) HIV prevention, treatment and care; (2) sexual and 

reproductive health services; and (3) intimate partner violence prevention and counseling. 

 

In addition, we urge the City Council to support re-establishing the Citywide Office of AIDS Policy 

Coordination in the Office of the Mayor to effectively coordinate all HIV, STI and hepatitis related 

policy among relevant city agencies including the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, Human 

Resources Administration/Department of Social Services, Department of Homeless Service, 

Department of Housing Preservation and Development, Department of Correction, New York City 

Police Department, Administration for Children Services and Department of Youth and Community 

Development among others. The coordinator would also serve as New York City’s representative with 

relevant federal and New York State officials to guide and align city policy and resources with federal 

and state policy and efforts.  

 

Address Health Disparities in Disenfranchised and Low-Income Communities 

 

As a member of the People's Budget Coalition for Public Health (PBC), an alliance of 20+ community 

and labor organizations united around preserving and expanding our city's public health programs and 

services, we believe it is particularly important to ensure resources are distributed equitably and that 

no community, particularly immigrants and disabled individuals, will be left un-served as New York 

City implements the changes and initiatives of the Affordable Care Act.  We believe the City Council 

has a unique opportunity to eliminate health disparities in this process, by ensuring adequate 

resources are allocated to health promotion, disease prevention, health care cost reduction, and 

expansion of a culturally-competent healthcare workforce. FPWA recommends the City Council to 

support the following initiatives: 
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Allocate $5 million to Launch the “Access Health NYC” Initiative  

 

We recommend the City Council to allocate $5 million to launch the “Access Health NYC” initiative, a 

program that is created to address the fact that New York State did not explicitly fund general public 

outreach and education programs and activities through its own Navigator grant program.  PBC 

envisions that funding for this program will be distributed through an RFP process to support 

culturally- and linguistically-competent non-profit community-based organizations (CBOs) in all 5 

boroughs, based on percentage of uninsured per borough.  Preference will be given to CBOs that are 

able to reach hard-to-reach populations, and populations that experience health care access and 

coverage disparities based on race, ethnicity, primary language, disability status, sexual orientation, 

and gender.   

 

Allocate $1 million for Commission on Community Health Planning 

 

Community Health Planning is essential to building a responsive Public Health System.  

Unfortunately, democracy is sorely lacking in the existing process of community health planning and 

there is a need to increase local control over and participation in the decisions around health care 

resources and public health issues. While the health outcomes for New Yorkers may have improved 

in recent years, substantial inequalities remain among New Yorkers of various economic status and 

racial/ethnic groups. We are also concerned that, in recent years, a number of closures of hospitals 

and vital health services occurred without taking into full account of the social, economic and health 

inequities in impacted neighborhoods.  

 

PBC urges the Mayor and the City Council to ensure accountability in the public health planning 

process by allocating $1 million to create a special commission to address health disparities and other 

related public health issues.  A community’s right to self-determination, its knowledge of its local 

needs, its circumstances, and its health assets are all important driving forces for community health 

action and contribute to a better health planning process. 

 

We thank the City Council for the opportunity to testify.   
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The Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies (FPWA) is an anti-poverty, policy and advocacy 

organization with a membership network of nearly 200 human services organizations and churches 

that operate over 1,200 programs throughout the New York City metro area.  Together we serve 

over 1.5 million low-income New Yorkers of all ages, ethnicities and denominations each year.  Our 

members represent every level of New York City’s social service system, providing FPWA with a 

comprehensive view of the complex social service problems that face human service organizations 

and the clients they serve every day. 

   

We would like to thank the City Council for the opportunity to testify on policies and investments that 

will support the development of our youth throughout New York City. We were very pleased about 

the proposals for increased allocations that were included in the Mayor’s Executive Budget that will 

provide supportive learning opportunities for our City’s youth. In this testimony, we would like to 

highlight key priorities and programs that will contribute to the future success of our young people. 

We look forward to continuing to work with Council Member Eugene and members of the Youth 

Services Committee to ensure they have a consistent, supportive voice on matters of concern to 

them. 

  

Recommendations on Policy/Program/Service Improvement  

 

Invest $1.2 million on Worker Cooperatives Business Initiative 

FPWA believes that worker cooperatives are an important way to employ a bottom-up approach 

that drives economic development in the communities that most need it while simultaneously 

bettering the larger economy. Fortunately, this is a goal shared by Mayor de Blasio, who has stated 

his desire to promote local control of wages, strengthen work standards and expand labor rights to 

fight issues that plague lower-income communities. As a matter of policy, Mayor de Blasio has also 

explicitly stated his desire to use sectorial strategies to diversify New York City’s economic base 

and bring jobs to neighborhoods in all five boroughs and promote entrepreneurship training at 

economic development hubs at the local neighborhood level.  

 

FPWA is supporting the development of worker cooperatives as an alternative economic model in 

which workers are also part-owners of their businesses. Such a model has been found to be more 

resilient to market shocks and more equitable for lower and middle-income communities than 
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traditional enterprises. Currently, there are approximately 40 worker cooperatives in the New York 

City, most notably Cooperative Home Care Associates which employs over 2000 home-care 

workers and is the largest worker cooperative in the City. Additionally, there are several 

organizations dedicated to the development of worker cooperatives such as the Center for Family 

Life and The Working World that provide legal and technical assistance. Much more can be done, 

however, to develop their presence.  

 

The Worker Cooperative Business Development Initiative, aimed at the development of worker 

cooperative business in New York City, is designed to impact long-term unemployment and growing 

numbers of underemployed and discouraged workers in high-needs neighborhoods.  It will reach 

920 cooperative entrepreneurs, work with 28 start-up worker cooperative small businesses and 

assist another 20 existing cooperatives, which has the potential to create 234 jobs by coordinating 

education and training resources and by providing technical, legal and financial assistance.  

 

In addition to making program investment, FPWA strongly recommend passing legislation that 

would create a reporting requirement on the part of the city with regard to the volume of business 

achieved with worker cooperative businesses, and to develop a budget initiative to found a 

transitional jobs program that connects disadvantaged workers with worker cooperatives.    

 

Develop an inventory of afterschool programs  

New York City is fortunate to have an array of high quality afterschool programs.  In order to gain a 

complete picture and understanding of the afterschool system throughout New York City, FPWA 

recommends developing an inventory of afterschool services providing detailed information on the 

supports available to young people.  Specifically, FPWA proposes that the City create an online 

searchable database, which could be utilized by parents searching for a program for their child 

where they could compare various afterschool supports to see which program is the best option.   

 

The proposed tool would also offer information such as available slots in any of the programs 

contained in the database. We recognize that some afterschool program search tools and 

databases already exist, but the resource we are proposing would be more comprehensive in that it 
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would include program information of all afterschool programs, regardless of their funding streams, 

that are available throughout New York City. 

 

The repository will also educate administrators and policymakers so that they have a complete 

picture and understanding of the funding sources and programs that encompass the afterschool 

system as well as where the service gaps and availability exist.  The database will also be very 

helpful for those schools that do not offer afterschool programs, so they know where to direct 

students. This online searchable database will serve as helpful information when planning for the 

needs and services of young people. It is recommended that the inventory include the following 

activities and elements: 

 

 Mapping of the geographic locations of programs 

 Ascertain the enrollment in programs where there are open slots and areas where there 

are waiting lists for service 

 Determine where initiatives are needed in the communities and which schools might not 

have programs so coverage can be provided at all schools that desire a program 

 Label the programs that are provided by the Department of Education (DOE) and the 

Department of Youth and Community Development (DYCD), which will aid in the 

coordination and communication between departments 

 

FPWA thanks Councilman Eugene for his support to the idea of creating of an afterschool 

inventory.  We hope his legislative request LS 1782 will be introduced in the next stated meeting 

and be adopted soon so the project may be implemented in FY 2014-2015.  We believe now is the 

opportune time to implement the database given that the expansion of Out of School Time (OST) 

middle school program will lead to more parents looking for sites to enroll their child.   

       

Recommendations on the Budget 

 

Invest and Expand Afterschool Programs for New York City’s Youth 

As a steering committee member of the Campaign for Children, FPWA shares the vision of the 
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campaign that every child in New York City deserves access to safe, high-quality, and affordable 

early childhood education and after-school programs.  We are grateful that $56.7 million for Out of 

School Time (OST) was baselined and that $19.4 million was allocated for new Beacon cornerstone 

programs in the Mayor’s Preliminary Budget for FY 2014-2015.  This action gives the youth, as well 

as our member organizations, security in knowing the vital programs that they have relied on for so 

long will be preserved for future years.   

 

FPWA recognizes and supports the provision of afterschool programs that include a holistic 

approach which foster social and emotional well-being, educational and academic achievements, 

and physical health and wellness. Afterschool programs provide a range of activities including 

assistance with school day lessons in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM), 

literacy and the arts, homework help and tutoring, dance, martial arts and other sports.  

 

We commend Mayor de Blasio for proposing new investments totaling $145 million in FY 2015 and 

$190 million in FY 2016 to provide quality afterschool programs for more middle school youth.  This 

new allocation will support an additional 43,000 middle school youth in FY 2015 and 51,000 

additional young people in FY 2016.  The fact that summer programs have been expanded by over 

17,000 new seats to serve 33,000 children for FY 2015 will provide consistency to youth so they 

may have access to year round programming. It is so uplifting that by FY 2016 there will be 

afterschool programs for 107,000 middle school students.  

 

In addition, FPWA supports the Campaign for Children’s proposals that rate parity must include 

current OST programs, as some provider organizations are administering after-school programs to 

the same age cohort but receiving very different rates per child.  We recommend creating a unified, 

consistent salary scale for afterschool professionals based on qualifications, and ensuring salary 

parity for all equally credentialed staff in the afterschool service delivery system.  We estimate that 

$12.1 million will be needed to bring current middle school OST programs to the middle school 

expansion rate.  We also support allocating $7.9 million to bring the OST programs previously 

funded by the City Council to the same rates as comparable elementary and middle school OST 

programs.     
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Furthermore, we support that afterschool programs must be year round. As we strengthen and 

expand our afterschool system, new programs should not cover less time than existing ones and 

current programs must maintain full year programming.  We are encouraged that the de Blasio 

Administration has included summer funding for new middle school afterschool slots, as well as 

middle school slots that were previously funded by City Council discretionary funds.  The 

Administration should ensure for the future that discretionary-funded elementary school slots also 

receive summer funding.    

 

Expand Beacon Program Funding 

FPWA is very pleased that funding for Beacon programs in the amount of $4.4 million was 

baselined in the Mayor’s Preliminary Budget for FY 2014-2015. This is a step in the right direction 

for stability for Beacon programs.  However, since the funding allocation has been eroded through 

the years, it needs to be increased to sustain the operation of these vital services. FPWA has 

learned that current allocations for these programs do not cover the total expenses needed to 

operate Beacons.  For example, security fees are expensive and agencies have not received cost 

of living increases to run these services.  FPWA recommends that the Mayor and the City Council 

allocate additional funds to Beacon Programs utilizing an inflationary rate.   

 

Expand Cornerstone Programs by Reopening Closed Programs 

FPWA is pleased that funding was allocated for 45 new Cornerstone Programs in the amount of 

$19.4 million in the Mayor’s Preliminary Budget for FY 2014-2015.  We recommend re-opening the 

24 programs in NYCHA facilities, which were closed due to budget cuts.  In addition, we would like 

to expand the capacity of the existing Cornerstone Programs where possible. Cornerstone youth 

programs are designed to help participants acquire the skills and aptitudes they need to graduate 

from high school, attain success in their chosen career, and contribute to the community. Typical 

youth activities in cornerstone programs include sports, literacy and skill building tasks. Cornerstone 

adult programs are designed to enhance skills and promote social interaction, community 

engagement, and physical activity.  Typical classes include adult basic education (ESOL and GED) 

and family relations related activities.  Cornerstone programs are vital for our economically 

disadvantaged youth and their families.  

 

Increase funding for Runaway and Homeless Youth (RHY) Programs 
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FPWA is very pleased that $7.2 million in funding for RHY services was baselined in the Mayor’s 

Preliminary Budget for FY 2014-2015.  Additionally, we applaud Mayor de Blasio for allocating 

funds for an additional 100 crisis shelter beds for FY 2015 and the outyears.  RHY programs are 

very cost effective.  According to a report issued by New Avenues for Youth in Portland Oregon, for 

every $1.00 invested in programs for runaway and homeless youth they saved on average $4.12 in 

cost to the community by reducing utilization of the juvenile delinquency, homeless and mental 

health facilities1 .   

 

Due to the high poverty rates among youth, it is critical that supports be available for the runaway 

and homeless youth populations. It is estimated that on any given night there are over 3,800 youth 

homeless in the city.  One New York City shelter reports turning away 300 youth seeking shelter 

each month.  Surveys of runaway and homeless youth contacted from three major homeless 

shelters and drop-in crisis centers reveal there may be as many as 32,000 young people on the 

street in any given year.  According to the report published by the Independent Budget Office, there 

were only 113 crisis beds and 122 transitional independent living beds (TIL) available to New York 

City’s homeless youth in 2009.   

 

While we appreciate the Mayor’s support of RHY, there is more to be done. We recommend the 

increase of 100 shelter beds per year until every youth has a bed available on any given night.  It is 

estimated this would necessitate an increase of $3.5 million per year in additional federal, state and 

city funding.   The $3.5 million increase would be on top of the additional allocation that was 

proposed in the Mayor’s Preliminary Budget. Since funds for RHY services have been depleted 

since the Great Recession by 63%, we need to build RHY services as much as we can to support 

our young people long-term.       

 

Funding for Summer Youth Employment Program (SYEP) 

We strongly recommend that the Mayor and the City Council support funding for the SYEP so that 

100,000 jobs can be provided to New York City youth this summer. For the summer of 2013, $45.2 

million in city, state and federal funds supported over 35,000 jobs.  This represents an increase of 

                                                 
1
 New Avenues for Youth, The Economic Benefits of Helping Homeless Youth, Page 3, available at 

http://www.newavenues.org/files/NewAvenues_Cost_Benefit_Study.pdf 
 

http://www.newavenues.org/files/NewAvenues_Cost_Benefit_Study.pdf
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$2.1 million and 5,700 jobs for our youth over the summer of 2012.  The increase in funding is due 

to additional private sector and Federal Community Services Block Grant funds.  The summer of 

2013 saw 135,388 New York City youth apply for a summer job.  

 

Employment opportunities such as those offered by SYEP improves the economic conditions and 

upward mobility of our young people.  Since 2003, employment remained weak for young adults, 

even during the period of economic growth in the middle of the decade.  The recent recession saw 

unemployment among 16-24 years olds worsen further, from a rate of 15%  in 2006 to 18% in 2012.  

There are 173,000 disconnected youth throughout New York City who are neither in school nor 

working. 2    

 

SYEP provides youth between the ages of 14 and 24 with summer employment and educational 

experiences that builds on their individual strengths and incorporates youth development 

principles.  At a time when only 26% of the number of SYEP applicants are getting a placement into 

the program, we cannot afford to have the number of jobs available to our youth be reduced even 

further.  Although New York State has increased the SYEP allocation from $25 million to $27.5 

million for 2014-2015 and the Mayor has proposed an additional $8.5 million to the program to 

maintain last year’s service levels, the demand for the program goes far beyond what funding will 

support.  Moving forward, we strongly believe that at least 100,000 jobs should be ultimately 

provided to meet the demand.   It should also be noted that the wages that youth are earning are a 

boost to the economy as they are typically spending their earnings at local businesses within their 

neighborhoods.  

 

Fund Community Based Adult Literacy Programs at $10.1 Million  

In a city where 1.6 million out-of-school youth and adults 16 years of age and older do not have a 

high school diploma or GED, where 30% of high school students are dropping out, and where only 

3% of the 1.23 million adults in the city who speak English "less than very well" are enrolled in 

English-language programs, an educated and skilled workforce is critical to sustain a thriving 

economy that can create jobs and generate the revenues needed to support New York City. For 

low-income adults in New York, education is the key to gain upward mobility and improve quality of 

                                                 
2
 Treschan, Lazar, et al, Missed Opportunity: How New York City Can Do a Better Job of Reconnecting Youth on Public 

Assistance to Education and Jobs, The Community Service Society Reports, June 2011, page 5. 

http://b.3cdn.net/nycss/f763229f781980fb6a_5fm6y1dps.pdf. 
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life, as it helps to secure employment, provide support to their children to succeed in school, or 

acquire the language skills to navigate daily life.   

 

Since its recent peak in FY 2010, annual allocations were reduced by almost 66% ($6.5 million) 

from FY 2010 to FY 2014 representing a loss of close to 7,000 classroom seats for Adult Basic 

Education (ABE), High School Equivalency (HSE), English for Speakers of other Languages 

(ESOL), and Basic Education in Native Language (BENL) programs.  Over the last four years, the 

city’s investment in DYCD’s Adult Literacy programs has fallen to just $1 million in FY 2013, which 

was restored by the City Council for one year. In FY 2013-2014, the City Council allocated $1 

million to partially restore the Adult Literacy Services.  This funding restoration enabled 11 adult 

literacy programs to provide basic literacy, ESOL and GED classes for adults. In addition, the City 

Council allocated $1.5 million to its Adult Literacy Services Initiative to create additional basic 

literacy, ESOL and GED classes for adults.  

                 

Literacy program participants are hard-working contributors to New York City's economy: 72% of 

literacy students are working full- or part-time.  Literacy services are keeping them in their jobs, 

helping them advance, and enabling them to contribute to our economy and tax base. New York 

City cannot afford to make cuts to adult literacy.  As a direct result of these literacy programs, over 

1,000 individuals obtained jobs last year.  These jobs bring significant production and tax revenue 

to fuel New York’s economy, and savings on public benefits.   

 

In New York City, there are 1.3 million New Yorkers who lack either an HSE, English proficiency, or 

both. We urge the Mayor and the City Council to reverse recent trends, and increase investment to 

$10.1 million in FY 2014-2015. This supports an array of programs at a level of $1,200 per slot to 

support quality instruction and holistic supports.  We believe that NYC’s investment in adult 

education should grow by 50% each year to begin to meet the need and demand for services. 

 

Conclusion 

We thank the City Council for the opportunity to testify.  We hope that you will strongly consider our 

budget and policy priorities for FY 2014-2015 during this year’s budget negotiation process.    
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Councilmember Julissa Ferreras 

New York City Council 

250 Broadway 

New York, NY 10007 

 

June 5th, 2014  

 

Re: Written Testimony for NYC Council Committee on Finance  

Executive Budget Hearing on Friday June 6th, 2014 

 

Dear Councilmember Ferreras: 

 

I am writing today in favor of the NYC Department of Parks and 

Recreation’s budget being increased by at least $27 million.  I am 

writing primarly on behalf of the Friends of Van Cortlandt Park.  The 

Friends is an independent community based organization which actively 

promotes the conservation and improvement of Van Cortlandt Park 

through environmental education and restoration and enhancement of 

the Park, its forests and trails.  Last year, we served over 5,000 children 

and adults through our various environmental education and 

stewardship programs.   FVCP was founded in 1992 by a Bronx resident 

in response to a New York Times article describing the impact of 

declining NYC Department of Parks and Recreation budgets for parks 

like Van Cortlandt that lacked wealthy benefactors.   It is unfortunate, 

that over 20 years later, the Parks Department is still not adequately 

funded. 

 

I am not only representing the Friends of Van Cortlandt Park but I am 

writing as a Board Member of the Bronx Council for Environmental 

Quality and a co-chair of the Bronx Coalition for Parks and Green 

Spaces which has over 30 member organizations.  The Bronx Coalition 

for Parks and Green Spaces is the organizer of the Bronx Parks Speak 

Up which annually brings together several hundred park users and 

advocates. Each year, at the Speak Up, participants express concern 

about the lack of funding for our parks. 

 

First, I would like to thank the City Council for increasing the Parks 

Department budget by $27 million in the Preliminary Budget.  We all 

know that the NYC Parks Department has been underfunded for many 

many years now.  And that they need much more than the additional 

$27 million but it is a step in the right direction.  I was very 

disappointed when I learned that the Mayor responded by greatly  

 



 

slashing that increase.  I am urging the City Council to continue to work with the Mayor to reach an 

agreement where Parks can receive the full $27 million increase. 

 

We strongly believe that the NYC Parks Department is not funded at a level needed for the agency 

to properly maintain and care for all of its parks.  Each year, we see funding allocated for Capital 

Projects which vastly improve our parks through the building of new playgrounds, repairing of 

sports fields, installing bathrooms, etc..  But we don’t see an increase in maintenance funding to 

keep the new facilities in good shape.  Instead, after a few years, they fall into disrepair and need 

new capital funding to restore them.  This can be avoided with ongoing maintenance but the Parks 

Department needs to be adequately staffed for this to happen.   

 

With the largest NYC Park, Pelham Bay and the 3rd largest park, Van Cortlandt, the Bronx has more 

parkland than any other borough.  But we often wonder if we are getting our fair share of the budget 

to maintain these parks and keep them at the level that Bronxites deserve.   If the Parks Department 

receives this additional funding, we hope that the Bronx will get its fair share to maintain the vast 

amounts of parkland we have. 

 

The Friends of Van Cortlandt Park, Bronx Council for Environmental Quality, and the Bronx 

Coalition for Parks and Green Spaces fully support the New York City Department of Parks and 

Recreation and its efforts to maintain and improve all parks in NYC.  It is important to the future of 

our City that we fund our Parks! 

 

We hope you will join us in fighting for our Parks! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Christina Taylor 
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        Committee on Finance 

Testimony of Gregory Homatas 

    avid library user of all three systems 

June 6, 2014 

 

Good afternoon and thank you for letting me speak. This is the first time I have spoken in front of this 

august body. My name is Gregory Homatas and I am a lifelong resident of Brooklyn and an avid user of 

all three library systems. I would like to address the Brooklyn Heights Project in my testimony. 

I am appalled at the lack of transparency and lack of public participation in the process of this Project. 

The existing Citizens Advisory Committee in my opinion, does not reflect a representative cross section 

of different viewpoints on this Project.  

Second, it appears that the Brooklyn Public Library is in the process of selling off the Brooklyn Heights 

Branch due to a Heating Ventilating and Air Conditioning (HVAC) system that does not work. Would you 

sell off your house or coop due to a broken HVAC system rather than fix it or replace it? Think about it.  

Third, the Brooklyn Public Library should share the Request for Proposal responses and range of bids 

received for public vetting for the Brooklyn Heights Project. I urge the NYC Council to look into this 

Project, stop the process and investigate whether or not this is the proper approach given the fact that a 

petition of over 16,000 citizens signatures were delivered to former Mayor Bloomberg opposing the sale 

of this and all libraries. This petition was delivered on October 22, 2013 on the steps of City Hall.  

Fourth, the Brooklyn Public Library should fix the currently installed HVAC system or provide temporary 

air conditioning units (“spot coolers”) as the advent of hot weather is approaching which will cause the 

Brooklyn Heights Branch to be shut down again during the hot days of the coming summer months due 

to lack of cooling.  

I urge the highly qualified New York City Department of Design and Construction (DDC) to renovate the 

Brooklyn Heights Branch of the Brooklyn Public Library and the New York City Council to appropriate 

monies to the DDC as they are qualified to do this task. This is preferable to a pass through project which 

would not be managed by DDC as they have less oversight on a day to day basis which would not be in 

the public interest. The fact is that DDC can do the job far cheaper than farming it out to an outside 

entity. This was testified by the current Deputy DDC Commissioner David Resnick in a City Council 

hearing on the Capital Budget of April 28, 2014.  

I would like to urge you to investigate why Brooklyn Heights Branch various building services have 

not been maintained such as the public bathrooms to make this library a less desirable place to read 

and study so that an excuse can be made for the selloff by the Owners rather than doing their due 

diligence and maintaining these public assets so that they would be functional.    

 

 



I would like to share a spread sheet that I developed from publicly available sources using the Google 

search engine (listed on the last three pages as items 1 through 51) as I understand you are interested in 

possible conflicts of interest regards public library trustees. This spreadsheet in particular is for the 

Brooklyn Public Library and the questions that I would like to raise are as follows: 

1) Seated on the board of trustees of the Brooklyn Public Library is Lucille Cole who is immediate 

past president of the BPL and is currently a trustee. She has a library science degree and various 

awards as per my spreadsheet. Why is the only qualified librarian no longer the president? Why 

is the current CEO a fundraiser rather than a qualified librarian and shouldn’t fundraising be left 

to a separate department? A library is a public good not a profit making company. It should be 

treated as such. 

 

2) It appears that some trustees are involved with digital media. Libraries are appearing to be 

transitioning to digital media as per following quote in the Gowanus Lounge article about the 

current President. She states as follows in the below cited article:  

 

Any new library would not be a repository of books by any stretch.  It’s really about the 

programming. It’s really about how to use the spaces we have to meet our patrons’ needs. 

 

 See the below weblink: 

http://www.gowanuslounge.com/brooklyn-public-library-linda-johnson/ 

                

it appears that some of these trustees may make a killing off of digital media if the library   

system goes digital media wouldn’t you think? Should they really be trustees and can we trust 

them?  The fact of the matter is that statistics have shown that people want and love the feel of 

real paper books not e books.  

         

3)  One trustee’s husband is a hedge fund manager and many others are involved in real estate 

and investments. What business do they have as trustees of our library systems?  

 

As per my chart, 7 out of 23 BPL Trustees live in Brooklyn Heights. If they build a new tower in place 

of the existing Brooklyn Heights Branch of the BPL whose real estate value will go up? Is this not a 

possible conflict of interest to support such a venture? 

In short, there are many questions regards the management of our public libraries that need asking 

that have not been asked by our New York City Council and I would like to urge you to ask these 

questions. Thank you very much for listening to me.  

 

  

  

 

http://www.gowanuslounge.com/brooklyn-public-library-linda-johnson/


First Name of Tru Last Name of Trustee BPL Board Title Employer of Trustee
Employment
Position of Trustee Afilliation of Trustee Remarks Residence

Ref.
See
sht 2

1 Peter Aschkenasv Treasurer Concert Foods Owner

BAC board member.
member Mayor Kochs
inner circle owner Gage

and Tollners Restaurant
Wife Pamela
Brier Bklvn Hts L,213

2 Cindi Levie Trustee Conde Nast

Editor in Chief
Glamour magazine

IWNIF board of
directors

Husband
Iloward
Bernstein

Upper West
Side 4

3 Kvle Kimball Trustee NYCEDC PrESidCNt I\IYCEDC
Former Goldman Sachs

and JP Morgan Chase

Has been

endorsed by
Mayor Bill Di
Blasio to stay
over in current
position that he

was appointed
by Mayor
Bloomberg

Midwood
Bklvn 516

4 Jordan Barowitz Trustee Durst 0rganization Director External Affi

Former lst depufy press

secretary to Mayor
Bloomberg, Exec

Director GROW NYC
and Steering Committee
Member ABhl-Y, Mayor
Di Blasios inaugural
r:ommittee

Wife Elisa Beth
Zuritsky Bklyn IIts 7,8

5 Miriam Katowitz Former Trustee? CUI\iY Controller

CFO Safe Haven, Board
member Alliance for
Non Profit Governance

Husband
Arthur Radin,
House in East
Hampton LI Bklyn Hts

9,10,1

I
6 Jeff Gennette Trustee Macvs President Park Slope t2

7 Michael Best Trustee Michael Bloomberg LP Chief of Staff

Former NYC Dept of Ed
General Counsel I\|YC
Host Committee RNC

Wife Jenny
Blascovich

Midwood
Bklvn

13,14,
23,24

8 Susan Marcinek Trustee New Narratives Founder

Member Board Berkeley
Carroll School

Husband Dave
Marcinek Park Slope 15



9 Anthony Crowell Trustee New York Law School Dean

Appointed in 2013 to 6
year term to ll-YC
Conflict of Interest
Board, Board of
Directors Citizens
United, Former
Counselor to Mayor
Bloomberg,
Commissioner NYC
Charter Revision
Committee

Former Chair
BPL Board Bklvn IIts t6

10 Nicholas Gravante
Ghair Board of
Trustees

Boles, Schiller and

Flexner
General Counsel
Partner

Co hosted campaign
event for Mayor Di
Blasio, co chair l2ll3ll0
cocktail reception for Di
Illasio at Waldorf
Astoria. Wife Evelyn
Kline.

Represents

Bidens Son and

brother who
were accused of
fraud in hedge

fund that went
sour. Bav Ridge

17,18,

19,20,

21,22

11 Kwanza Butler Former Trustee? Time Warner
Sr Counsel and Asst

Corporate Secretary

Board of Directors i\-Y
Womens Foundation,
Faculty Practicing Law
Institute, City Bar
Justice Center-Board of
Directors

Lefferts
Gdns 25

12 Nina Gollins Trustee Literarv Asent

Recently bought a Bklyn
llts brownstone worth
$8.5M highest price paid

at time of publication.

llusband is

Marek
Fludzinski
Founder CEO
Thales Fund
Mgt.Hedge
Fund Has PIID
Theoretical
Physics

Princeton U Bklyn Hts 26,27

13 Robin Shanus Secretary Hudson River Park Trust

General Practice
Lawyer, Board of
Directors Brooklyn
Bridge Park, Fair
Elections for NY

Husband is

Stephen

Marcus Merkel Bklvn Hts
28,29

30

14 Ghristina Tettoni Trustee
Hellenic Classical
Charter School Principal

Helped organize save

our shelves campaign/
Got award from Marty
Golden

Husband is

Mark Bav Ridge
31,32,

33,34



15 Lucille Gole Thomas Trustee

First and only African
American President of
NY Library Assn, World
Literacy and Role of
Libraries paper in LIFA
Journal, Has Library
Science degree, Freedom
to Read Foundation,
ALA liaison, President
St Marks Day School

Immediate past
president BPL

Jamaica

Queens 35,36

16 Antonia Yuille Williams Trustee Con Edison

Director Public
Affairs Bklyn Queens
Customer service

lst Vice Chair Bed Stuy
Restoration

Vice Chair of
Bed Stuy
Restoration is

David
Offensend Bed Stuy 37

17 Sand ra Sch u bert Trustee Goldman Sachs Vice President Broker Prospect Hts 38

18 Alice Fisher Rubin Trustee I\rYC Civil Court Judge

President Brooklyn
Womens Bar Assn,

Gfficer CUNY Tech
Foundation,

Midwood
Bklvn 39,40

19 Gino Menchini Trustee NSI NYC Managing director

Former Commissioner
NYC DOITT under
Mayor Bloomberg,

Wmsburgh,
Bklyn 4t

20 Joseph Douek Trustee Willoughbvs Owner
Former Director
NYCEDC

Chair CEO
CFO and

Principal
Accounting
Officer of
Concept
Digital. Article
in
Bloomberg.com
that he sees

strongest
growth online

Kensington,
Bklyn
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From: financetestimony
To: Anderson, Nicole
Subject: FW: library
Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2014 10:41:47 AM

 

From: greta berman [gwberm@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, June 02, 2014 7:52 PM
To: financetestimony
Subject: library

I have used the NY Public Library since high school. (I graduated from the H.S. of Music
and Art in 1961).
I have a Ph. D. from Columbia.
It is completely unfathomable for me to think of not having the resources of the NY Public
Library.
And to diminish its holdings and change its nature would be completely unfair and
detrimental to the education of future generations - as well as the continuing research of
scholars like myself.
Please make every effort to retain the library as we know it.
Greta Berman, Ph. D.

mailto:/O=NYCC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=FINANCETESTIMONY3C0
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From: financetestimony
To: Anderson, Nicole
Subject: FW: Testimony
Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2014 10:41:13 AM

 

From: Justine Swartz [ambrosia.swartz@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, June 03, 2014 2:06 PM
To: financetestimony
Subject: Testimony 

Justine Swartz.  30 Clinton St. Brooklyn, NY, NYC 11201
718-852-1858

We need you to investigate the selloff of our cherished Cadman Plaza Library because of the valuable real estate it is
located on.
     
http://www.bklynpubliclibrary.org/sites/default/files/files/pdf/Estimated%20Capital%20Needs%20of%20All%20Libraries.pdf

Listed under The Brooklyn Heights Project
COST ESTIMATES AND FINANCES

Brooklyn Public Library's Overall Estimated Capital Construction Needs
Brooklyn Public Library Estimated Capital Needs  July 2, 2013
 #13  The Grand Army Plaza Dweck,
Central District (35)  $9,500,000 is budgeted for the HVAC.
    # 7 is Brooklyn Heights Library (District 33) HVAC air conditioning estimated cost is $3,6000,000
      All the other 58 library branches listed under The Brooklyn Heights Project COST ESTIMATES AND FINANCES  that
need HVAC fixed the cost is uniformly estimated/fixed at $750,000.
    Why the discrepancy in the quotes? That was a rhetorical question.   The Brooklyn Public Library Officials immorally
determine  an erroneous inflated price-gouging quote to restore the air-conditioning system as an excuse to selloff a
cherished Brooklyn Heights library in order build a mega-development. Kudos for the obscenely wealthy. 
  The Overview of Brooklyn Public Library Finances states over 40% of air-conditioners are overdue for replacements. The
estimated going rate to restore an air-condition system is $750,000.

CLINTON HILL — The Clinton Hill Branch of the Brooklyn Public Library is closing on Oct. 25 in order to install Self-
Check machines and a new heating and cooling system, officials announced.

The library's original A/C unit broke in the summer of 2008. Since then the branch has been using temporary units. The
Brooklyn Public Library is spending $700,000 to replace the system, a spokeswoman for the library said.
http://www.dnainfo.com/new-york/20131024/clinton-hill/clinton-hill-library-closing-for-900k-renovations

***********************************************************************

http://brooklynheightsblog.com/archives/67500

Josh Nachowitz says, "The developer is required to create a condominium regime,…an expensive legal process,
and then transfer the condominium to the city for a dollar.”

Nachowitz is pushing hard for Condominium Regime.  
       Fee Simple Ownership
In contrast to the condominium regime, you may own real estate by fee simple. Fee (from the
old word, feifdom) refers to legal rights in land, and simple means unconstrained. Fee simple
ownership is the absolute and unqualified legal title to real property, including both buildings and
land. This is the most commonly used type of ownership.
 
"Fee Simple" means having complete ownership rights to a property, the land and any
improvements to the land. This is the highest form of ownership and the fee simple owner has
the right to possess, use and dispose of the land as he wishes, sell it, give it away, lease it to
others, or pass it to others upon death. It is fulll inheritable.

FEE SIMPLE OWNERSHIP is the highest form of ownership, absolute and unqualified legal title to

mailto:/O=NYCC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=FINANCETESTIMONY3C0
mailto:nanderson@council.nyc.gov
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real property, including both buildings and land. This is the most commonly used type of
ownership.
    
You don't necessarily refer to condominium ownership as fee simple since a unit owner does not own the land on which the
building is constructed.  That is owned in common with all of the other Unit owners.

Condominium Regime benefits the Real Estate Developers.

There are maintenance charges for condominiums which is the unit owner's share of maintaining the areas of the building
that are owned in common with all of the unit owners. A special assessment would typically refer to a special charge in
addition to the maintenance charge to cover the cost of a project that is not necessarily part of routine maintenance.

You can have fee simple ownership of a house in a subdivision, townhouse, etc. where you also have assessments to
maintain the areas you share in common with all of the owners in the development, for example, a clubhouse, pool, roads,
etc.      

The proposed library would not share any common areas with
the Condominium therefor there should be no assessments if we were fee simple. If Nachowitz gets his way of making the
library
a Condominium Regime we will have maintenance fees based on footage plus unlimited assessment charges, that will bleed
the BPL dry. 

*********************

Subject: PUBLISHED in the BROOKLYN COURIER NEWSPAPER 

Courier Life, May 31-June 6,2013
SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LIBRARY PASS
To the editor,
At the Brooklyn Heights Branch Community Advisory Committee meeting on May 23 at Borough Hall, it was announced
that the business and career section of the Brooklyn Heights Library at
Cadman Plaza will soon be located at the Grand Army Plaza Library.
 A spokesperson for Americans With Disabilities deplored that action.
  The Metropolitan Transportation Authority has no elevators for wheelchairs, and people who can't climb stairs at the train
stations that service the library at Grand Army Plaza, whereas the Cadman
Plaza Library is completely assessable by an elevator at Court and Montague Street one block away. Plus most buses stop a
scant block away from the centrally-located Brooklyn Heights Library.
         Justine Swartz
         Brooklyn Heights

Justine Swartz. 30 Clinton St. Brooklyn Heights, NYC 11201     718.852.1858

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0KUIP0iiC7E&feature=youtube_gdata_player

ATTENTION:  VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

Heights Library Plan Risks Environmental
      Disaster
Community Board 2, Brooklyn Borough Hall, April 4, 2013

    Hi! My name is Justine Swartz.
My neighborhood Brooklyn Heights, stands out as a architectural phenomena in NYC. The region maintains an early
ninetieth century charm and is the landmark's first historical district. Brooklyn Heights was built in 1600 hundred and by
1800 hundred there are beautiful majestic houses with plumbing, equip with water and sewer lines made of tile, concrete
and clay. The layout of what the City calls a maze of undocumented pipes. There are no schematics or or diagram on
record recorded.
     The Department of Environmental Protection sends out letters saying that if you have sewer or water lines over 30 years
you must buy insurance because it takes approximately $3,000 to $15 thousand dollars to fix a broken line. There is no
insurance to be had for a two hundred year old clay and tile pipe in New York City's first historical district. 
    Mr. Josh Nackowitz talked of building a condo Over thirty-five floors high in Brooklyn Heights Library's footprint.
     Pile driving causes stress and vibrations. A deep foundation with steel poles are driven into the ground using a pile
driving hammer. The Blast Waves are up to two hundred and forty five vibrations a minute. These blast waves and air
pollution from Pile Driving have serious adverse effects felt thousand of feet away from the driving activity.
      By building this new condo in the Brooklyn Heights's library footprint we will be destroying Brooklyn Heights, the

https://mail.council.nyc.gov/owa/UrlBlockedError.aspx
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integrity of Brooklyn Heights. We will be causing disastrous damage to the water pipes and sewer lines of my
neighborhood.  Which if/when they burst and leak, poisonous gases will be expelled and bacteria and raw sewage. They
 don't know where these sewer pipes are. It will be a disaster course to my community of Brooklyn Heights because a new
condo is being built and who knows how many below level parking garages that will be made ???
   Please don't destroy Brooklyn Heights.  Please build an air-conditioner that will save Cadman Plaza library, that will save
our neighborhood, the  integrity of my neighborhood.
   Thank you.

 Libraries Rock! Renovate, Don't Terminate.
Check out this video on YouTube:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mFPMChsF5RU&feature=youtube_gdata_player

Isaac Asimov wrote
"When I read about the way in which library funds are being cut and cut, I can only think that American society has found
one more way to destroy itself."
 QUOTED BY:
Rabbi Joseph Potasnik
Congregation Mount Sinai
Executive Vice President
New York Board of Rabbis
W: 212-983-3521
F: 212-983-3531

     The Business and Career Section of the Brooklyn Heights Library at Cadman Plaza will soon be located at the Grand
Army Plaza Library. 
   I have filed a complaint with the ADA. The Grand Army Plaza library is not assessable by subway for the handicapped.
There are no elevators at that stop.
I am the voice for those who can't make it into the library because of their physical restrictions. I have trouble with my
knee and climbing the subway stairs now is agony. If I have to go someplace and multiple staircases are involved I will
take car service or not go rather than using the MTA. I am fortunate I can afford the extra expense. Many people can't so
they stay home. Their quality of life suffers. They won't be able to enjoy free career development classes, computers and
WiFi, librarians educated and well thought out help, books, DVDs,  diverse lectures and performances, at the Business and
Career Library in Grand Army Plaza.  It's a hardship being handicapped and closing down my library in Cadman Plaza is
heartless and wrong.
   If the Cadman Plaza Brooklyn Heights Library is demolished the effects on the mass population of handicapped and
seniors, will be overwhelming for years. No temporary library will suffice. We can't afford a shut down. This is not fair. 
I give voice to this topic as to the damage that will be inflicted on our people, on me, that need and use the free services of
our over crowded library in these bad economic times. (Thousands of library patrons use Cadman Plaza Business and
Career Library weekly). 
                                               LIBRARIES ROCK                          RENOVATE DON'T TERMINATE                                  
        By Justine Swartz
   WITH HEAVY HEARTS IN HANDS WE TAKE A STAND FOR MONEY.
NEW YORK CITY GOVERNMENT WE PETITIONED BY THE THOUSANDS NUMEROUS.  I USE THE
HUMOROUS.
I'LL GIVE YOU THE GOBBLEDEGOOK ON BOOKS.
PUSILLANIMOUS POLITICIANS ARE CRAVEN WHEN THEY DESTROY OUR CHILDREN'S SAFE HAVEN. 
PACIFIC STREET LIBRARY'S GIRL SCOUT TROOP WILL HAVE NO MEETING PLACE. DEVELOPERS  PLAN
ON STEALING THEIR SPACE.
 SUCH A DISGRACE.
     SINCE 2008 PUBLIC LIBRARY FUNDING HAS BEEN DECIMATED,
ABROGATED BY THE LIBRARY SLAYER MAYOR BLOOMBERG
HE HAS SLASHED MILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN COLD HEARTED CASH.
   WHAT BALDERDASH!
MANY LIBRARIES ARE AT RISK. THAT'S SO SICK.
BIG BUSINESS WANTS US TO FAIL.
OVERCROWDED LIBRARIES THEY WOULD DOWNSCALE.
EDUCATION, JOB SEARCHES, COMPUTER ACCESS, DERAILED,
A GOOD ECONOMIC FUTURE CURTAILED. 
ITS NOT PRETTY NEW YORK CITY HAS NO PITY FOR THE NITTY-GRITTY.
LIBRARY SHRINKAGE IS RECOMMENDED BY THE BAD ASSES
MEANS FEWER FREE CAREER BUILDING CLASSES FOR THE MASSES.
CUT BACKS ON HANDY DANDY FREE CONVENIENT BOOKS
PROVIDES A POOR ECONOMIC OUTLOOK.
        DEVELOPERS HAVE HUGE APPETITES FOR REAL ESTATE
IN BROOKLYN HEIGHTS. IN CADMAN PLAZA BUSINESS AND CAREER LIBRARY'S FOOTPRINT IS A VERY

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mFPMChsF5RU&feature=youtube_gdata_player


BAD, MAD BLUEPRINT OF CONDOS FOR THE WEALTHY. FOR US, NOT SO HEALTHY. 
HIGHLIGHTS OUR COMMUNITIES LACK OF OPPORTUNITIES.
       AT THE DEFUNCT DELETED MUCH NEEDED DONNELL LIBRARY
LOCAL THEATRICALS WERE DELIGHTFUL, NEIGHBORHOOD STRIVING ARTISTS INSIGHTFUL. PLAYS
AND PERFORMANCES HAVE CEASED TO EXIST. 
THE PUBLIC BATHROOMS ARE MISSED.
       OUR PLEAS HAVE FALLEN ON DEAF EARS.
FOR YEARS BROOKLYN HEIGHTS LIBRARY HAS NO AIR CONDITIONING.
BOILER AND FURNACE PIPES WARRANT RECOMMISSIONING. 
WITH FASHION PASSION I BEG FOR MONEY WITHOUT DISTASTE ON BENDED KNEES WITH PIETY AND
GRACE, OR FISTS OF FURY IN HIS FACE.  OH LORD! DEAR GOD, I PRAY. PLEASE WE NEED A CAVALCADE
OF FINANCIAL AID.
       LIBRARIES ROCK!  RENOVATE DON'T TERMINATE.
WE ARE THE HOI POLLOI. OUR LIBRARIES WE ENJOY!
       IN SUMMATION IT'S A STRUGGLE TO GET A  USEFUL EDUCATION.
I SWEAR TO THE TRUTH. I AM LIVING PROOF.
LIBRARIES CHANGES LIVES. OUR QUALITY OF LIFE THRIVES.
LIBRARIES COULD TRAIN YOU FOR A NEW VOCATION. 
TAKE A LOOK. I LEARNED TO JUGGLE FROM A BOOK.
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From: financetestimony
To: Anderson, Nicole
Subject: FW: NYPL
Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2014 10:42:24 AM

________________________________________
From: Kenneth Carpenter [kencarpenter@comcast.net]
Sent: Monday, June 02, 2014 5:25 PM
To: financetestimony
Subject: NYPL

I, a retired Harvard librarian, have done work on library history and have also long been a user of the
NYPL for scholarly purposes, so I take the liberty of sending you my perspective.

The NYPL is one of a half dozen libraries in this country that can be called a “cultural preserver” on a
broad scale, with holdings of very rare and unique materials from around the world, and in addition it
has in the past had broad coverage of the book production of ordinary books from around the world. In
that sense it has fulfilled the wishes of the early advocates of research libraries, who argued that the
expensive and hard-to-obtain books should be available to all, not just the wealthy. For them, a
research library was less an elite institution than a populist one.

The NYPL also used to be a library in which it was possible to read ordinary material and do research
with large quantities of ordinary materials. It was fulfilling the ideals of democracy and was called the
“people’s university."

In its collections and services the NYPL has been an institution serving people, all sorts and conditions
of people, albeit people with different needs. Now there seems to have developed a dichotomy: scholars
vs. ordinary users.  Perhaps the library has actually furthered the dichotomy by fellowship programs that
provide funds and space to prominent scholars, who, I believe a study would show, are not really in
need of funds and whose fellowships bring very little gain to the library.

Speaking personally, my latest visit to the NYPL was in early 2013, to consult unique or very rare
materials for a bibliography of Benjamin Franklin’s “Way to Wealth,” one of the three American
documents of the 18th century that had great impact around the world.  The rigid policies imposed on
the limited number of staff members of the Rare Book Division meant that I wasted hours with no
books to describe for my bibliography.

At the same time I could observe that the reading room were filled with people reading books and
working on computers.  Thus, there truly are differing needs, as there always have been, and that is
what I do not find adequately expressed in the writings about the library.  It would be easier to meet
them if the public discourse were not polarizing.  After all, hundreds of thousands of book can go to
offsite storage, if quick retrieval is provided for. I know because I successfully headed up selection for
storage from the main Harvard Library before my retirement. The library should, however, also support
scholarly use of its incredible holdings.

In short, I am advocating deep and thoughtful consideration of the multifaceted purposes of a great
library rather than battling between opposing sides.

Sincerely,

Kenneth E. Carpenter
16 Stafford Rd.
Newton Center, MA 02459
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From: financetestimony
To: Anderson, Nicole
Subject: FW: insane proposed changes at the NYPL
Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2014 10:37:19 AM

________________________________________
From: lrpeterson01@earthlink.net [lrpeterson01@earthlink.net]
Sent: Friday, June 06, 2014 11:17 AM
To: financetestimony
Cc: lrpeterson01@earthlink.net
Subject: insane proposed changes at the NYPL

The proposed changes are destructive and should be canceled.

Richard Peterson (U of Connecticut, Storrs) and
and Lin Kelsey Peterson (Yale U), long time readers from 1960's until
now.
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From: financetestimony
To: Anderson, Nicole
Subject: FW: Libraries
Date: Wednesday, June 11, 2014 10:29:51 AM

 

From: Lynn Rosen [grandmalynn123@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, June 11, 2014 10:08 AM
To: financetestimony
Subject: Libraries

There are so many things that bother me about the plans of the NYPL. I am a former library
teacher. What bothers me is that I recently visited local libraries in Brooklyn. They were run
down and the shelves were not stocked. Bindings were ripped and areas closed off. As a
teacher this appalls me. My students cannot afford to buy books nor do they all have
computers. Libraries served as a place to study. When there are no computers in the home the
library is a wonderful place to access them.
 
In my school the library which was a state of the art library was closed because there was no
money in the budget for a library teacher. My staff from Lynns Kids International now is
opening it 5 days a week.
 
I am bringing this up because this clearly shows that libraries are not important to us. My
students are sad that they can't take out books but in September they will.
 
What message are we sending? To me we are saying making money by selling off or
downsizing libraries is a priority. How sad that this is the tomorrow we are offering our kids.\
 
I think we must rethink the decisions and the plans that committee members who dont care
about kids made. Closing a library is closing a mind, removing a soul and lighting the path
back to the dark ages.
 
 
Lynn Rosen
CEO
Lynns Kids International Organization
President
Saving Souls Corporation
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From: financetestimony
To: Anderson, Nicole
Subject: FW: Testimony on NYPD Budget
Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2014 10:36:08 AM

 

From: Lucy Parks [lucyparks95@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, June 06, 2014 2:37 PM
To: financetestimony
Subject: Testimony on NYPD Budget

Dear City Council and the New York Police Department,

I am a resident of New York City, living in Bed-Stuy, Brooklyn.

I am extremely concerned about what seems to be the trend in distributing our resources
when it comes to the police. I feel that there are far too many police officers in my
community, and that it makes the space feel threatening rather than safe. I have seen more
arrests on my block than anywhere else in my life, and I find that deeply disturbing as I do
not live in a particularly dangerous neighborhood. Most of the arrests seem to be for minor
drug offenses, and despite the fact that black people and white people use drugs equally in
the area I have never seen a white person be arrested for anything in Bed-Stuy. While I am
white and am not specifically targeted by the police, I find that this police tactic creates deep
wounds for my entire community and thus a less safe and a less healthy environment for
everyone.

I am also concerned with the way the NYPD and criminal justice courts have treated
protesters in recent years. Recently Cecily McMillan, a 25 year old student and member of
Occupy Wall Street, was put in jail after being wrongfully convicted of assaulting a police
officer. In reality, the officer sexually assaulted her and then the police department did
everything possible to cover that up. The government wasted a great deal of resources
prosecuting this innocent woman and working particularly hard to ensure that she did not get
a fair trial. If this is any indicator of how you now respond to dissent, then I fear for my
safety somewhat even writing this testimony to inform you of my concerns. Cecily McMillan
is not the only person wrongfully serving a jail sentence, and if we're going to spend money
on anything in the justice department it should perhaps be put to evaluating the fairness of our
court system and releasing those wrongfully incarcerated.

I'd also like to note that a great deal of the budget money is slated to go towards overtime for
police officers, and that the police officer in Cecily McMillan's case was on overtime and had
been working for almost 20 hours. Perhaps if he wasn't allowed to work such long, strenuous
shifts he would have made better decisions. I don't want anyone in my society who has been
working for over 8 hours to have a gun, and thus I feel we should pay the officers better so
that they don't need overtime and then budget significantly less of our money towards that
overtime.

While I see a great deal of money put regularly into maintaining the police force, I see very
little spent on improving other aspects of the justice system. For instance, the conditions at
Rikers Island jail are deplorable. Many of the people incarcerated there are repeat offenders,
which should be an indicator that our system is not working to actually prevent crime.
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Punishment does no good if it doesn't prevent future harms. I have a strong feeling that if we
improved the Rikers facility to allow people to heal and give them skills, resources, and
incentives not to commit crimes in the future it would do our society much better than
building a massive army of officers scouring the streets for folks to arrest.

Besides Rikers, I can think of a number of things we could spend our money on rather than
increasing the police force that might lower crime rates. Namely:  education, community
building programs, housing and feeding the hungry and homeless, and drug rehabilitation
programs. I hope that you take my concerns and suggestions into consideration in your
deliberations today.

Sincerely,
Lucy Parks
Bed-Stuy, Brooklyn



From: financetestimony
To: Anderson, Nicole
Subject: FW: NYPL
Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2014 10:41:38 AM

 

From: Marian Rothstein [mrothstein@carthage.edu]
Sent: Monday, June 02, 2014 8:53 PM
To: financetestimony
Subject: NYPL

I would like to offer testimony about the importance of the Public Library. When I was a child it was a
refuge, an endless  source of all my reading material, the place that helped me become the educated
adult I'm proud to be. It is essential to the future of the city that it continue to perform such services for
successive generations in our city. 
Now that I'm back in the city as a retired academic, still active doing research, more dependent than
ever on the library, although now the research division. In the past few years I have spent many hours
sitting in the Rose Reading Room, generally surrounded by a very democratic mix of other scholars
and students preparing a broad variety of exams, young foreigners working on their English, future
doctors and lawyers preparing for those exams, as well as tourists just enjoying the chance to sit for a
while in such a lovely setting. It is hard to believe that the voices claiming that that this is an elite and
unwelcoming setting have ever tried to spend a bit of time there. Visibly, nothing could be further from
the truth. The building has served its purpose well for over a century, and is still doing so. It does not
need to be turned into a tourist mall to enable it to function well in the 21st century.
Sincerely yours,
Marian Rothstein, PhD
Professor of modern languages emerita. 
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From: financetestimony
To: Anderson, Nicole
Subject: FW: testimony on the libraries
Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2014 10:35:25 AM

 

From: Mary Ann Fastook [meowsmaryann@verizon.net]
Sent: Friday, June 06, 2014 3:18 PM
To: financetestimony
Subject: testimony on the libraries

To Whom It May Concern: My name is Mary Ann Fastook and I live at 225 Adams Street, Apt. 15F,
Brooklyn, NY 11201. My local library is the Brooklyn Heights branch of the Brooklyn Public Library.
Since Jan. 2013, the Brooklyn Public Library has said that they want to sell it to a private developer
who will demolish it and who will include a much smaller library in that  building. To that end, they
signed a letter of memorandum with former Mayor Bloomberg. The land on which the library sits is
public land and that library was built by the City. The Brooklyn Public Library never consulted with
the neighborhood or the many people who come from other parts of Brooklyn and the City about
their plan. They somehow found money to renovate other libraries but there is no money for
Brooklyn Heights. The figures that the BPL offered for the repair of the air conditioning as well as
whatever else is wrong with the building escalated. I believe they those figures are now 14 million
dollars. To my knowledge, there has been investigation by the city to see if those figures are
legitimate. The projects that have been put forth bear no developer's names nor any amounts they
are willing to pay. I ask you to advocate for a realistic appraisal(independent investigation) of what it
would cost to fix the air conditioning.
I also ask you to question what Linda Johnson, the CEO of the BPL means when she has said that
programming is very important and yet the plan would mean a library 1/3 of the space of the
current building.
Please remember that not everyone in Brooklyn Heights is rich. There are many ordinary New
Yorkers who use that library. Some of them live in the neighborhood and some don't but its location
makes it easy to get to. Something other than luxury housing needs to be developed in this city.
Please consider finding out a fair appraisal of what it would cost to fix the air conditioning as well as
allocating some of that money. Thank you.  Mary Ann Fastook
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From: financetestimony
To: Anderson, Nicole
Subject: FW: People v Mayor de Blasio and City Council: Don"t sell Brooklyn Heights Library
Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2014 10:23:59 AM

 

From: Mary Buchwald [marypbuch1@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, June 09, 2014 6:52 PM
To: financetestimony
Subject: People v Mayor de Blasio and City Council: Don't sell Brooklyn Heights Library

People v Mayor Bill de Blasio and City Council:  Don’t sell Brooklyn Heights Library
 
Don’t sell our public [library] assets.
 Brooklyn Public Library, to its credit, during the Bloomberg years of the operating budget
dance, made extensive major and minor capital improvements in branches throughout the
system including Kings Highway, New Utrecht, Bay Ridge, Bedford, Mapleton, Mill Basin,
Stone Avenue, Macon, Williamsburg, Park Slope, Ulmer Park, Dyker Library. 
 
In 2005, BPL Trustees rejected the sale of the Midwood Library.  By 2013, Pacific Library
and Brooklyn Heights became sites for sale to condominium developers.  Was this to
compliment the “new Lincoln Center in Brooklyn” with BAM’s expanding arts and cultural
center, Atlantic Yards/Barclays Center, and Brooklyn Bridge Park, the sale of LICH?  Please
remember these two sites happen to be important, well-used neighborhood libraries. 
 
Protest ensued to stop the sale of BPL’s public [library] assets.    Pacific Library was saved,
for the moment.  Brooklyn Heights Library is still in the throes of the battle:  the people v
Mayor Bill de Blasio and the City Council.  At the recent, June 3, City Council library
finance budget meeting, Council Member Stephen Levin left early and did not question BPL
President and CEO, Linda E. Johnson.  Council Member Brad Lander, chatting to a few
people in the hall, said Mayor Bill de Blasio supported the sale.
 
Facts and accountability are being called for during this open comment period:
 BPL cites $9 million upgrades to fix the a/c system at Brooklyn Heights Library.  Keep in
mind, the Brooklyn Heights Library reopened in 1993 after a two-year renovation and
expansion.  Also note that the Park Slope and Clinton Hill branches had recent lengthy and 
extensive repairs, including a/c systems, done by the NYC Department of Design and
Construction (DDC).
 
The public wants transparency on the a/c repairs at the Brooklyn Heights Library.  Please ask
the DDC to submit an estimate for the work.  Repairs should not be a reason to sell public
[library] assets.  BPL’s condo-mania for library branches in downtown Brooklyn must be
rejected by Mayor Bill de Blasio and the City Council.
 
The people (including Borough President Eric Adams) are against the sale of public [library]
assets, are against the sale of the Brooklyn Heights Library.  The public expects this
‘progressive administration’ to protect our public [library] assets.  The verdict is still out.
 
Respectfully submitted,
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Mary P. Buchwald
Citizens Defending Libraries
Former Librarian, Brooklyn Public Library
Retired Librarian, NYC Department of Education
 
 
 
 
 







From: financetestimony
To: Anderson, Nicole
Subject: FW: library renovation
Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2014 10:41:55 AM

 

From: Nancy Struever [nancy.struever@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, June 02, 2014 6:41 PM
To: financetestimony
Subject: library renovation

One of the thoughts that does not seem to have struck the board: a library is not a Starbucks.
A library is a place for intimate research: kids finding books as help. Grownups doing
research on a one f=of the thousands of important ways to expand our notion of New York
City for starter.  It is not a place for a Good Time. There are --I suppose- many venues for
that in NYC.
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On behalf of the National Black Leadership Commission on AIDS, Inc., (NBLCA) of which C. 

Virginia Fields, Former Manhattan Borough President, serves as President and CEO.  I thank 

you, Chairwoman Julissa Ferreras and Members of the New York City Council Committee on 

Finance for the opportunity to speak before you, today. 

I am Darrick Whitley, Regional Affiliate Services Director - Region III, New York City of the 

National Black Leadership Commission on AIDS, Inc. (NBLCA).  Founded in 1987, the National 

Black Leadership Commission on AIDS, Inc. is the oldest and largest organization of its kind in 

the United States whose mission is to educate, mobilize, and empower Black leaders to fight 

HIV/AIDS and other health disparities in their local communities.  With established affiliates in 
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spectrum of community leaders, including clergy, public officials, medical practitioners, civic, 

social policy, business leaders and the media to achieve our mission. 

 

215 West 125th Street • Suite 2 • New York, NY 10027 
 Tel: 212.614.0023 • Fax: 212.614.0508 • E-mail: info@nblca.org • Website: www.nblca.org 
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I thank the committee for the opportunity to speak before you this afternoon in support of the 

request for $5.8 million dollars to implement the New York City HCV Infection Control Program, 

within the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene; and $2.5 million from the council, as 

needed funding for rapid HCV testing for Health & Hospitals Corporation and other testing 

agencies.  Specifically, the New York City HCV Infection Control Program will:   

 Educate providers on guidelines and new therapies 

 Test Baby Boomers and those at risk 

 Establish a community fund to build linkage to care and treatment capacity 

 Establish effective surveillance program 

 Establish a public-private partnership for the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene; 

Health and Hospitals Corporation, which combines resources from the public sector 

with those from the private sector to accomplish public health goals 

To accomplish goals of the overall program, the private sector commits to donating 200,000 

rapid HCV test kits at a total value of $3.0 million to the city as well as other financial and in-

kind services. 

Why is this request so critically important? 

The United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), estimates that more than 

3.2 million adults in the United States are infected with the Hepatitis C Virus (HCV).  With the 

highest rate of infections, 75 percent, is among the “baby boomer” population, those born 

between 1945 and 1965.   
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The Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C virus can also cause chronic hepatitis, in which the infection 

becomes life-long.  Chronic hepatitis can lead to cirrhosis (scarring), liver failure, and liver 

cancer.  In fact, viral hepatitis is the leading cause of liver cancer and the most common reason 

for liver transplantation.  

HCV is called a “silent epidemic” because there are often no noticeable symptoms, so many 

people do not know they are infected. 

 Black people have a substantially higher rate of chronic HCV infection than Caucasians and 

other racial and ethnic groups, and the rate of HCV-related mortality is twice as high for black 

people as it is for non-Hispanic whites. 

Nearly 200,000 New York State residents are thought to be chronically infected with HCV, 60 

percent of them in New York City. Yet, the problem is largely unrecognized by healthcare 

professionals, policymakers and those at the greatest risk.  Last October, New York State 

adopted legislation that requires hospitals and health care practitioners to offer Hepatitis C 

screenings to all people born between 1945-and 1965 – the Baby Boomer generation. 

The virus, which is transmitted by blood to blood contact, can be detected through a simple 

blood test.  Early detection and intervention are essential to provide life-saving treatment and 

reduce spread of the virus. 

The National Black Leadership Commission on AIDS, Inc. urges the City Council to support this 

request as it is the “right approach at the right time” to address the three essential components 
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of HCV screening; surveillance; and building the capacity of providers in linking people to care 

and treatment….ultimately saving lives. 

Thank you. 
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My	
  name	
   is	
   Jackie	
  Vimo,	
  and	
   I	
   am	
  Director	
  of	
  Advocacy	
  at	
   the	
  New	
  York	
   Immigration	
  
Coalition	
   (NYIC),	
   an	
  umbrella	
   organization	
   for	
   over	
   150	
   groups	
   across	
  New	
  York	
   State	
  
that	
  work	
  with	
  immigrants.	
  	
  I	
  am	
  here	
  today	
  to	
  urge	
  the	
  Council	
  to	
  include	
  $5	
  million	
  for	
  
the	
   new	
  Access	
   Health	
   NYC	
   Initiative,	
   which	
   has	
   been	
   proposed	
   by	
   the	
   City	
   Council	
  
Health	
   Committee	
   Chair,	
   Corey	
   Johnson,	
   in	
   the	
   FY2015	
   New	
   York	
   City	
   budget.	
   This	
  
initiative	
  would	
  support	
  a	
  desperately	
  needed	
  grassroots	
  community	
  education	
  program	
  
about	
  options	
   for	
   health	
   coverage	
   and	
   care	
   for	
  New	
  Yorkers,	
   regardless	
  of	
   income	
  or	
  
immigration	
  status.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  NYIC	
  represents	
  many	
  community-­‐based	
  organizations	
  that	
  are	
  on	
  the	
  frontlines	
  of	
  
serving	
  immigrant	
  communities,	
  and	
  we	
  hear	
  stories	
  from	
  our	
  members	
  on	
  a	
  daily	
  basis	
  
about	
   the	
   urgent	
   need	
   for	
   funding	
   for	
   immigrant	
   groups	
   to	
   conduct	
   outreach	
   and	
  
education	
   about	
   health	
   access	
   in	
   their	
   communities.	
   Earlier	
   this	
   week,	
   I	
   received	
   a	
  
message	
   from	
  Sudha	
  Acharya	
  of	
   the	
  South	
  Asian	
  Council	
  on	
  Social	
  Services	
   (SACCS)	
   in	
  
Flushing,	
  Queens,	
  who	
  told	
  me	
  a	
  story	
  about	
  a	
  priest	
  from	
  a	
  nearby	
  temple	
  who	
  spoke	
  
only	
   Tamil.	
   	
  His	
   family	
   is	
   eligible	
   for	
   public	
   health	
   insurance	
   coverage,	
   but	
   he	
  did	
   not	
  
know	
  how	
  to	
  access	
  health	
  services	
  for	
  himself	
  and	
  his	
  two	
  children,	
  and	
  he	
  would	
  not	
  
have	
  been	
  able	
  to	
  access	
  care	
  if	
  SACCS	
  had	
  not	
  been	
  there	
  to	
  reassure	
  him	
  that	
  it	
  was	
  
safe	
   to	
  use	
  health	
   services	
   and	
   to	
   inform	
  him	
  about	
  his	
   rights	
   in	
   a	
   language	
  he	
   could	
  
understand.	
  	
  Unfortunately,	
  there	
  is	
  no	
  state	
  or	
  federal	
  funding	
  to	
  do	
  outreach	
  to	
  New	
  
Yorkers	
  like	
  this	
  Tamil-­‐speaking	
  priest.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  exactly	
  the	
  kind	
  of	
  service	
  that	
  would	
  be	
  
funded	
  through	
  the	
  Access	
  Health	
  NYC	
  Initiative.	
  	
  
	
  
It	
  has	
  been	
  an	
  exciting	
   time	
   for	
  health	
   issues	
  across	
   the	
  nation	
  and	
  here	
   in	
  New	
  York	
  
City.	
  Nearly	
  one	
  million	
  New	
  Yorkers	
  statewide	
  have	
  enrolled	
  in	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  State	
  of	
  
Health	
   (NYSOH),	
   New	
   York’s	
   state-­‐run	
   health	
   insurance	
   markets,	
   since	
   the	
   new	
  
marketplace	
  launched	
  last	
  October.	
  Unfortunately,	
  many	
  immigrants	
  remain	
  uninsured	
  
because	
   of	
   language	
   and	
   other	
   barriers,	
   and	
   undocumented	
   immigrants	
   have	
   been	
  
explicitly	
  excluded	
   from	
   federal	
   reform.	
  Although	
  everyone,	
   regardless	
  of	
   immigration	
  
status,	
  has	
  options	
   to	
  access	
  health	
   care	
   in	
  New	
  York,	
  many	
   immigrants	
  are	
   confused	
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about	
  their	
  options	
  –	
  and	
  many	
  don’t	
  even	
  know	
  that	
  they	
  have	
  options.	
  	
  While	
  state-­‐
funded	
   Navigators	
   are	
   available	
   to	
   assist	
   with	
   enrollment,	
   the	
   state	
   did	
   not	
   allocate	
  
funding	
  for	
  public	
  education	
  and	
  outreach.	
  	
  We	
  urge	
  New	
  York	
  City	
  to	
  fill	
  in	
  the	
  gap	
  left	
  
by	
   the	
   state	
   and	
  Washington	
   by	
   including	
  $5	
  million	
   for	
   the	
  Access	
   Health	
   NYC	
   City	
  
Council	
  Initiative.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  Need	
  for	
  Public	
  Health	
  Education	
  in	
  Immigrant	
  Communities	
  
	
  
Immigrants	
  experience	
  great	
  disparities	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  access	
  to	
  health	
  coverage	
  and	
  
confront	
  major	
  obstacles	
  to	
  accessing	
  care.	
  	
  In	
  New	
  York	
  City,	
  noncitizens	
  (both	
  
undocumented	
  immigrants	
  and	
  those	
  with	
  legal	
  status)	
  tend	
  to	
  be	
  uninsured	
  at	
  higher	
  
rates	
  than	
  their	
  citizen	
  counterparts.	
  	
  This	
  persistent	
  inequality	
  must	
  be	
  addressed	
  if	
  
New	
  York	
  hopes	
  to	
  create	
  a	
  healthier	
  New	
  York	
  City.	
  	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
Many	
  people	
  are	
  not	
  aware	
  that	
  the	
  great	
  majority	
  of	
  immigrants	
  are	
  actually	
  eligible	
  to	
  
participate	
  in	
  public	
  health	
  programs,	
  including	
  the	
  new	
  health	
  insurance	
  exchange.	
  	
  
New	
  York	
  City’s	
  population	
  is	
  approximately	
  8.25	
  million	
  immigrants,	
  approximately	
  
15%	
  of	
  which	
  is	
  uninsured.1	
  	
  New	
  York	
  City’s	
  residents	
  include	
  over	
  3	
  million	
  immigrants	
  
(37%	
  of	
  the	
  population),	
  about	
  1.6	
  million	
  of	
  whom	
  are	
  naturalized	
  citizens,2	
  962,000	
  
million	
  of	
  whom	
  are	
  lawfully	
  residing	
  but	
  not	
  citizens,	
  and	
  535,000	
  of	
  whom	
  are	
  
undocumented.3	
  	
  Therefore,	
  approximately	
  83%	
  of	
  immigrant	
  New	
  Yorkers	
  are	
  either	
  
citizens	
  or	
  legal	
  residents	
  and	
  thereby	
  eligible	
  to	
  participate	
  in	
  New	
  York’s	
  Health	
  
Benefit	
  Exchange.	
  	
  
	
  
Although	
  most	
  immigrants	
  are	
  eligible	
  for	
  publicly-­‐supported	
  coverage,	
  many	
  remain	
  
uninsured	
  at	
  rates	
  higher	
  than	
  their	
  non-­‐immigrant	
  neighbors.	
  	
  Noncitizens4	
  constitute	
  a	
  
disproportionately	
  high	
  percentage	
  of	
  the	
  uninsured,5	
  including	
  those	
  who	
  are	
  eligible	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
1	
  U.S.	
  Census	
  Bureau	
  Current	
  Population	
  Survey,	
  Annual	
  Social	
  and	
  Economic	
  Supplement,	
  2011	
  
2	
  Migration	
  Policy	
  Institute,	
  http://www.migrationinformation.org/DataHub/state.cfm?ID=NY#3	
  
3	
  http://www.pewhispanic.org/2011/02/01/unauthorized-­‐immigrant-­‐population-­‐brnational-­‐and-­‐state-­‐trends-­‐2010/	
  	
  
4	
  Noncitizens	
  refers	
  to	
  immigrants	
  who	
  are	
  not	
  naturalized	
  citizens	
  –	
  this	
  includes	
  undocumented	
  immigrants	
  ,	
  legal	
  permanent	
  
residents	
  and	
  immigrants	
  on	
  temporary	
  visas	
  or	
  who	
  are	
  in	
  the	
  process	
  of	
  adjusting	
  their	
  status	
  .	
  	
  	
  The	
  term	
  immigrants	
  will	
  be	
  used	
  
in	
  this	
  paper	
  to	
  encompass	
  both	
  naturalized	
  citizens	
  and	
  noncitizens.	
  	
  
5	
  Ibid.	
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particularly	
  for	
  the	
  uninsured.	
  	
  The	
  requested	
  allocation	
  of	
  $5	
  million	
  would	
  allow	
  65	
  
organizations	
  to	
  apply	
  for	
  grants	
  of	
  $75,000	
  (average	
  minimum),	
  and	
  provide	
  adequate	
  
additional	
  resources	
  for	
  training	
  and	
  program	
  oversight.	
  	
  Grants	
  would	
  be	
  awarded	
  
through	
  a	
  competitive	
  bidding/RFP	
  process,	
  and	
  could	
  be	
  multi-­‐year.	
  Ideally,	
  grants	
  
would	
  be	
  allocated	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  uninsured	
  per	
  borough,	
  and	
  targeted	
  to	
  
communities	
  with	
  high	
  numbers	
  of	
  uninsured.	
  
	
  
As	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  Affordable	
  Care	
  Act,	
  New	
  York	
  State	
  awarded	
  federal	
  funds	
  to	
  networks	
  
of	
  CBOs	
  statewide	
  to	
  serve	
  as	
  “Navigators”	
  to	
  assist	
  with	
  applications	
  for	
  health	
  
insurance	
  plans	
  offered	
  on	
  New	
  York	
  State	
  of	
  Health,	
  the	
  state’s	
  new	
  health	
  benefits	
  
exchange	
  marketplace.	
  Unfortunately,	
  this	
  funding	
  cannot	
  be	
  used	
  to	
  conduct	
  basic	
  
public	
  education	
  and	
  community	
  outreach.	
  Access	
  Health	
  NYC	
  would	
  augment	
  the	
  
state’s	
  Navigator	
  program	
  by	
  supporting	
  outreach	
  programs	
  on	
  health	
  coverage	
  and	
  
care	
  available	
  to	
  all	
  New	
  Yorkers,	
  regardless	
  of	
  immigration	
  status,	
  and	
  refer	
  them	
  to	
  
Navigators	
  and	
  other	
  experts	
  to	
  enroll	
  in	
  coverage.	
  
	
  
Many	
  immigrants	
  rely	
  on	
  CBOs	
  to	
  provide	
  information	
  about	
  public	
  programs	
  in	
  
culturally	
  competent	
  ways.	
  	
  Unfortunately,	
  immigrant	
  CBOs	
  are	
  often	
  underfunded	
  and	
  
cannot	
  do	
  public	
  outreach	
  and	
  education	
  for	
  free.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  these	
  organizations	
  that	
  are	
  best	
  
equipped	
  to	
  get	
  the	
  word	
  out	
  to	
  their	
  communities,	
  and	
  the	
  city	
  should	
  provide	
  them	
  
resources	
  to	
  do	
  this	
  crucial	
  work.	
  Better	
  access	
  to	
  comprehensive	
  insurance	
  coverage	
  
and	
  timely	
  primary	
  and	
  preventive	
  care	
  will	
  lower	
  health	
  care	
  costs	
  and	
  improve	
  health	
  
outcomes	
  for	
  all	
  New	
  Yorkers!	
  Access	
  Health	
  NYC	
  is	
  good	
  for	
  the	
  city’s	
  health	
  and	
  good	
  
for	
  the	
  city’s	
  budget.	
  The	
  NYIC	
  gives	
  Access	
  Health	
  NYC	
  our	
  strongest	
  possible	
  support,	
  
and	
  we	
  urge	
  the	
  Council	
  to	
  fund	
  this	
  important	
  initiative.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  









 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TESTIMONY OF THE 
NEW YORK PUBLIC INTEREST RESEARCH GROUP  

REGARDING THE NEW YORK CITY  
FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015 PRELIMINARY BUDGET 

 
BEFORE THE FINANCE COMMITTEE  
OF THE NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL,  

June 6th, 2014 
 

Good afternoon.  I’m Mikolaj Lis, and I'm a student at Brooklyn College and the Vice-chairperson of 
NYPIRG’s Board of Directors.  I appreciate the opportunity to provide NYPIRG’s perspective on higher 
education with regards to the New York City preliminary budget for fiscal year 2014-2015. 
 
The New York Public Interest Group is New York State’s largest student-directed non-partisan research and 
advocacy organization. Through NYPIRG, CUNY students are empowered to impact policy decisions on issues 
that affect us, including decisions about funding for public higher education and financial aid.  Interns and other 
students involved with our nine CUNY chapters learn to become effective advocates by working hand-in-hand 
with full-time campus organizers and a team of issue experts, policy analysts, and attorneys to educate their 
peers, spur civic engagement on campus, conduct research, generate media coverage, testify before 
governmental bodies, and meet directly with lawmakers. 
 
I am testifying today to urge you to continue to make the City University of New York a priority in the 2014-
2015 budget.  CUNY graduates work and pay taxes here, and  270,000 degree-seeking students are enrolled at 
CUNY.  Among the many CUNY success stories are Jonas Salk and Colin Powell, both City College graduates 
and children of immigrants. Without a doubt, CUNY is part of what makes New York City so vibrant and 
successful. 
 
Academic Achievement Award  
We fully support the Council’s proposal, as outlined in the City Council’s Response to the Mayor’s FY 2015 
Preliminary Budget, to invest $10.9 million to create the Academic Achievement Award. This long overdue 
merit based program will provide some of the City’s best and brightest students help in offsetting the rising 
costs associated with attending college. Undocumented youth are currently ineligible for any federal and state 
financial aid that would encourage access to college and success thereafter. AAA would be one of the few programs 
that would be available to undocumented New Yorkers who went on to attend CUNY.   
 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) Initiative    
We fully support investing $18.9 million for the expansion of the STEM initiative. STEM awards high 
achieving students, who were ranked in the top 10% of their class, graduating high school a scholarship if they 
study and pursue a career in technology or science. The expanded program would include academic advisement, 
a cooperative study program, a research fellowship, summer tuition program, and an inclusion of STEM 
students into the Accelerated Studies Associate Programs (ASAP) initiative.  



 
 
Single Stop 
Single Stop is a successful program that has helped over 45,000 CUNY students connect with government 
funding and services that allowed them to continue their pursuit of a higher education.  Before Single Stop 
assisted them, many of these students did not know that they were entitled to these services. Single Stop also 
provides students with free tax preparation, legal assistance and financial counseling. We urge the Council to 
support CUNY’s request of $600,000 to support and expand Single Stop. 
  
Citizenship NOW 
CUNY’s Citizenship NOW program provides much needed immigration legal services—not only to CUNY 
students, but throughout New York City. This past year, over 3,000 students and community members have 
been assisted by this initiative. We urge the Council to support CUNY’s request of $800,000 to keep this 
service going strong.bn 
 
Need Based Financial Assistance  
Many CUNY students receive the federal Pell grant and a state Tuition Assistance Program (TAP) award to 
help them pay for college. But not all students have access to public merit-based aid. Thousands of low-income 
students, such as undocumented or part-time students, do not qualify for TAP or receive inadequate TAP 
awards. CUNY needs a City funded financial aid program to help students offset education cost and fill the gaps 
in TAP. We urge the Council to invest $5 million into a need-based financial aid program. 
 
Other Restorations 
CUNY is known for its nationally recognized research centers and it’s many great opportunity programs, which 
offer social, academic, and financial assistance to those students who need it most. These programs have a 
proven track record of helping students overcome the financial and academic obstacles to completing a college 
education.  All of these programs require continued support in order to serve as many students as possible. We 
strongly urge you to reinvest in all CUNY opportunity programs and research centers by restoring funding to 
the following programs: CUNY Prep ($3.5 million); The Dominican Studies Institute at City College 
($470,000); The Center for Puerto Rican Studies at Hunter College ($470,000); Creative Arts Team ($400,000); 
and Joseph S. Murphy Institute for Worker Education and Labor Studies ($100,000). We also strongly urge the 
Council to include these programs, along with Citizenship NOW and other Council supported initiatives to be 
included, in CUNY’s baseline budget. This would help protect these critical programs from future budget cuts. 
 
In Closing 
We would like to thank you for providing this opportunity for us to share our thoughts on higher education in 
New York. We will continue to engage you in this discussion over higher education funding in the coming 
weeks.  I know we share the same goals of ensuring affordable, accessible, high quality public higher education 
to the students of New York City.  
 



New York City Council Committees on Finance  

Hearing on the FY15 Final Budget  

June 6, 2014 

Submitted testimony of New Yorkers for Parks 

 
This budget season has overwhelmingly, and encouragingly, focused on addressing equity issues 
across the city’s park system. It has been a constructive dialogue that has drawn the attention not 
only of the Council and City Hall, but also of the media and park advocates across the city. Now, it’s 
time to make sure all that talk about a better parks budget actually helps deliver one.  
 
What are the needs? First and foremost, more full-time maintenance workers and gardeners in parks 
most in need. To achieve that, we call on the Council and administration to fully support Parks 
Committee Chairman Mark Levine’s proposal to increase the Parks Department’s expense budget by 
$27 million, which would give Commissioner Silver the ability to start strategically directing 
resources toward high-need areas with a clear goal: deliver quick, tangible results for park users. 
Additionally, the $27 million would fund a batch of new Parks Enforcement Patrol officers, who 
play an important role in enforcing Parks Department rules and addressing quality of life issues in 
parks. There is simply no budgetary action more critical to helping the de Blasio 
administration effectively address park equity issues than adding that $27 million into the 
FY 15 budget. And it should baselined it into the budget to ensure that the added staff positions 
and PEP officers are full-time and long-term. We are hopeful that the momentum in the Council 
and among park advocates behind that requested increase – as well as recent comments from City 
Hall that the Parks Department could use more funding – now translates into action at the 
negotiating table.  
 
We were dismayed to hear at the Council’s February 25 hearing on tree care that while the Parks 
Department has, thanks to recent budget restorations, shortened its street-tree pruning cycle, it still 
prunes very few park trees. And while $2 million was added and baselined in FY14 for stump 
removal, there is still a huge backlog of stumps – particularly after Hurricane Sandy and the recent 
treacherous winter. We’d like to see $3 million added for park tree care and stump removal so that 
the Parks Department can prune at least 25,000 trees in parks and remove approximately 4,000 more 
stumps. This work will be needed annually, so the $3 million should be baselined in the budget.  
 
There is momentum on the capital budget front, too: the FY15 executive budget includes a large 
infusion of capital money to be spent at the discretion of Commissioner Silver, including roughly 
$80 million earmarked for “neighborhood parks.” This is a critical step in the right direction. We’re 
also encouraged to see that the Council is supporting a Parks Department request for much-needed 
capital division staff – 55 new positions – to help DPR both clear its capital backlog caused by 
Sandy recovery projects and to more efficiently take on the new neighborhood parks projects. 
Without an addition of $4 million for those positions, those neighborhood parks projects simply 
wouldn’t have the manpower in place to get them planned, designed and built in a timely manner. 
Like the potential new maintenance, gardening and PEP positions that would be covered by the $27 



million increase, these capital positions should be baselined in the budget to ensure that the capital 
division is properly staffed for the long haul.  
 
As we’ve said many times over the past year, there are two essential ways to address equity issues: 
First, significantly increase the Parks Department’s maintenance budget in a way that ensures the 
addition of more full-time maintenance positions. Those additions would allow the Department to 
more effectively plan for the long-term. Second, give the Department more control over how capital 
dollars are spent. With the $80 million allocated for discretionary finding for “neighborhood parks” 
and, potentially, the $27 million increase in DPR’s maintenance and operations funding, the FY15 
budget may well take a significant step toward meeting those benchmarks. 
 
 
Summary of requested additions to FY15 executive budget: $34 million  
 

 $27 million added and baselined for new full-time maintenance, gardening, and  PEP 
positions 

 $4 million added and baselined for 55 new full-time Capital Division jobs 

 $3 million  added and baselined for park-tree pruning and stump removal 
 
 

### 
 

For over 100 years, New Yorkers for Parks has built, protected and promoted parks and open spaces in New York 
City.  Today, NY4P is the citywide independent organization championing quality parks and open spaces for all New 
Yorkers in all neighborhoods. More information: www.ny4p.org 
 

http://www.ny4p.org/
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My name is Anne Bove.  I am a Registered Nurse at Bellevue and President, NYSNA HHC and Mayorals 
Executive Council.  

NYSNA is a strong advocate for the preservation and expansion of access to healthcare for all residents 
of our City.  

We advocate strongly for providing health care according to community need, as determined with input 
by the communities themselves. The community must be included in healthcare decision-making. 

We are 8000 strong in HHC, and we advocate for maintaining and expanding the system for maximum 
access to quality health care by the people of our City.  

Thus, we work closely with the People’s Budget Coalition for Public Health (PBC), a labor and community 
alliance consisting of over 20 organizations that works to maintain, preserve and expand New York City’s 
public health programs. 

Today, you will hear from a number of PBC member organizations about the programs and initiatives we 
ask be given support by the Mayor and City Council. I submit testimony today on behalf of NYSNA in 
support of those initiatives, which are crucial to reducing health disparities and bolstering existing 
effective programs and services (Attached is the full PBC agenda, which includes the details of these 
initiatives).   

On behalf of NYSNA, I urge you to take action to implement funding for the following 
programs/measures: 

1. Access Health NYC – $5 million   

To invest in funding culturally and linguistically-competent CBOs in all 5 boroughs to do outreach and 
public education in their communities about options for health care access and coverage, particularly for 
the uninsured and those locked out of the healthcare marketplace. 

2. Healthy Women, Healthy Futures (NEW) - $3 Million 

Invest in scaling up efforts to address the dramatic and persistent health disparities in maternal and 
infant health, and to close the gap s in services by adding support for women during periods not covered 
by the Infant Mortality Reduction Initiative (IMRI). This program would dedicate $2 Million to pre- and 
inter-conception care and $1 Million for expanded access to birth and postpartum doula services to 
improve care in the critical period during and immediately following birth. 

Continue on Page 2  
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3. Workforce Diversity - $1 Million  

To invest into existing NY Metro Health Education Centers (AHEC), to increase diversity in the health 
professions. 

4. Workforce Staffing and Training - $2 Million 

To provide for a well-trained and culturally competent healthcare workforce.  

In addition, in order to ensure that the safest and highest quality care is provided by the workforce, we 
strongly urge implementation of minimum RN-to-patient staffing ratios in all HHC facilities, as well as 
minimum caregiver-to-patient ratios for other patient care staff, including doctors, LPNs and nursing 
aides. 

5. Community Health Planning - $1 Million 

To create a special commission to analyze and address health disparities that would engage in long-
range planning with ongoing involvement of communities to address health needs.  We believe that 
local communities should have a greater role in making decisions about the needs of the community and 
the allocation and distribution of resources to meet those needs. 

6. Keep Corona and Tremont Immunization Clinics open - $3 Million 

In the attached document, please note the PBC’s additional requests, including pending legislation for 
Asthma-free Homes, the integration of health care into early childhood settings, like day care centers, 
kindergartens and public school lower grades, expanded school-based health and mental-health 
services, and ensuring that Medicaid reform does not restrict expansion of community-based health 
care services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From: financetestimony
To: Anderson, Nicole
Subject: FW: New York Public Library
Date: Wednesday, June 11, 2014 10:30:55 AM

 

From: Patricia Stirnemann [patricia.stirnemann@irht.cnrs.fr]
Sent: Wednesday, June 11, 2014 9:18 AM
To: financetestimony
Subject: New York Public Library

To the powers that be

It is hard to believe that New York, of all cities, is acting exactly like the Canadian government and destroying one
of the world's major libraries. The Canadians deftly obliterated their top rersearch libraries on ocean science. If you
continue in your blindness, you may congratulate yourselves as you join the hall of fame of Book Haters.  From
Alexandria on, the list is long of destroyed libraries, often from fire or war. But you will be on the shorter and even
more hallowed list among bling bling cornifucians, Those Who Destroyed From Within  - a list that includes the
thieves, desecrators, ignoramuses and insects of society.

Please revise your thinking and maintain the New York Library as a place of study and research and learning for
now and the future. No electronic source will ever replace books.

Yours sincerely frightened of what you are doing,
Patricia Stirenmann

mailto:/O=NYCC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=FINANCETESTIMONY3C0
mailto:nanderson@council.nyc.gov


From: financetestimony
To: Anderson, Nicole
Subject: FW: re financing of NYPL
Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2014 10:42:13 AM

 

From: Paul Shaw [paulshaw@nyc.rr.com]
Sent: Monday, June 02, 2014 5:31 PM
To: financetestimony
Subject: re financing of NYPL

Dear New York City Council,
please provide more money to the New York Public Library. But insist that much of the
money go to upgrading the many branch libraries as well as for renovations of Mid-
Manhattan and the Schwartzmann Building. And insist that the stacks once they are upgraded
be used FOR BOOKS and not left empty as library president Anthony Marx says will
happen. The Schwartzmann building should remain focused on researchers (which includes
junior high school and high school students as well as university students and professional
scholars) while the remaining branches and Mid-Manhattan should cater to circulating needs.
This dual system has worked very well for a century and there is no compelling reason to
abandon it and add circulating users to the overburdened Schwartzmann building.
Thank you.
Yours,
Paul Shaw
Parsons School of Design
School of Visual Arts

Paul Shaw
paulshaw@nyc.rr.com
www.paulshawletterdesign.com/

Blue Pencil
Codex
Legacy of Letters
Paul Shaw / Letter Design

mailto:/O=NYCC/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=FINANCETESTIMONY3C0
mailto:nanderson@council.nyc.gov
mailto:paulshaw@nyc.rr.com
http://www.paulshawletterdesign.com/


City Council Budget Hearings: Libraries    June 6, 2014 
 
My name is Paula Glatzer. I'm an editor and an independent scholar. I am testifying about 
the New York Public Library because I use it. Or used to. 
     Please, do not rush to judgment. 
     Miraculously, we have saved the Mid-Manhattan Library from being sold to developers. 
At 42nd Street, the bookstacks that support the Reading Room will not be demolished, at 
least for now. 
     But there is still 151 million dollars in the budget from the previous administration, and 
we are asking you to take your time, so you will spend that money wisely.  
     At Tuesday's hearing, one member said he was so pleased with the Library's plan for a 
four-year capital budget, he was almost ready to vote for it.  
     With all due respect, that would be a rush to judgment. The uncovering of the Central 
Library Plan took six years, and we still don't know everything. The Library has never 
released details of the cost analysis or the independent audit, requested by candidate  
de Blasio, among others.  
     From this administration, we expect genuine oversight and transparency.  
     First, we ask you to really listen to both sides before spending taxpayer money. Three-
minute soundbites, on a Friday afternoon, are not a fair hearing. It's time for you to talk to 
the architects, librarians, scholars and citizens who brought the CLP to light. Some of you 
have. But others have been hard to get to.  
     We all want to give libraries more money: for operations, like rehiring librarians and 
increasing hours, and for capital improvements to the many branches that have been 
allowed to deteriorate. 
     But please don't write a blank check for capital expenditures.  
     For the $151 million, you can start by holding public hearings.  
     Two. The Speaker gets to appoint a representative to the NYPL Board of Trustees. Make 
this a real position, not patronage. Choose an independent voice, with an obligation to 
report to the Council. The Library has made big decisions in closed sessions. Open the 
process to a genuine public-private partnership. 
     Three. Ask the NYPL to disclose the details of their cost estimates and independent audit. 
How can you make good choices, if they're not open to public scrutiny? 
     We wanted to Save the Stacks because they are the best way to deliver books. NYPL was 
once the most democratic research library in the world. Anyone could walk in and use a 
book. But with the books out of the building and most of the reference librarians gone, that 
is no longer true. A person must have Internet access and an e-mail account to search for 
books and pre-order them, then wait several days for delivery.  
     The Library wants to save the stacks but not use them. This is incomprehensible to 
readers. So one example of what we need is a cost comparison: of upgrading the stacks vs. 
additional off-site storage and transportation. The Library says $46 million to save the 
stacks. Let's see the details, get competitive bids, and do the right thing.  



 
FY 2014-2015 City Legislative & Budget Agenda  

Investments worth every penny!  
 

The People's Budget Coalition for Public Health is an alliance of 20+ community and labor 
organizations united around preserving and expanding our city's public health programs and 
services.  At the heart of our health priorities and ideas expressed is the strong belief that: 
 

1. Community health planning is essential to building a responsive public health system 
2. Address health disparity by preserving and expanding community and public health 

safety next programs 
3. Build and expand public health infrastructure to ensure our public health system has the 

capacity to serve all populations in need  
 

While the health outcomes for New Yorkers may have improved in recent years, substantial 
inequalities remain among New Yorkers of various economic status, immigration status, gender, 
sexual orientation, age, disability, and racial/ethnic groups.  The PBC recommends the Mayor 
and the City Council to support the following initiatives which are aimed to reduce health 
disparities by scaling up existing efforts that are effective, and by including public involvement 
in health care decisions.  
 

Access Health NYC - $5 million would be invested in funding culturally-and linguistically-
competent non-profit community-based organizations (CBOs) in all 5 boroughs to do outreach 
and public education in their communities about options for health care access and coverage, 
particularly for the uninsured and those locked out of the marketplace. The initiative would 
target Immigrants, people with disabilities, LBGTQ communities, medically-underserved 
populations, the uninsured and non-English/limited English proficient communities throughout 
the city.  Grants (in a range of approximately $75,000) would be awarded through a 
competitive bidding/RFP process, and could be multi-year.  We strongly recommend the 
following formula/criteria to be used in awarding the grant:  

1. Grants would be allocated based on the percentage of the uninsured per 
community/borough, and targeted to communities with high percentage of the uninsured.   

2. Priority would be given to CBOs that currently do not receive any public or private 
funding to conduct public education and outreach regarding health benefits, health 
programs and other options for low-cost health care services. 

3. At least 50% of funding for this initiative should go to groups that have not already 
been funded as Navigators through New York State. 

PBC Organization Members (list in formation) –  Arab-American Family Support Center, Brooklyn Perinatal Network,  
CAMBA, Bronx Health Link, Center for Independence of the Disabled, NY, Children’s Defense Fund-New York, Choices in 
Childbirth, Citizens’ Committee for Children, Coalition for Asian American Children and Families, Commission on the Public’s 
Health System, District Council 37, Doctor’s Council SEIU, Federation of County Networks, Inc, Federation of Protestant 
Welfare Agencies, Fort Greene SNAP, Gay Men’s Health Crisis, Greater Brooklyn Healthcare Coalition, Healthy People, 
Housing Works, Manhattan Borough President’s Disability Task Force; Metro New York Health Care for All Campaign, 
Manhattan-Staten Island AHEC, New York Immigration Coalition, New York State Nurses Association, South Asian Council for 
Social Services; Spanish Speaking Elderly Council- RAICES, Village Care 

 



 
4. Preference will be given to CBOs that are able to reach hard-to-reach populations, and 

populations subject to disparities in health care access and coverage based on race, 
ethnicity, primary language other than English, disability status, immigration status, 
insurance status, sexual orientation, and gender.   

5. Groups should have a demonstrated track record in working with said communities, 
include but not limited to health care access and coverage issues 

 
Healthy Women, Healthy Futures (NEW) – $3 Million would be invested in scaling up efforts in 
addressing the dramatic and persistent health disparities in maternal and infant health. In 2002, 
the City launched the Infant Mortality Reduction Initiative (IMRI) to address these disparities in 
infant health outcomes, and with significant effort, the infant mortality rate has continued to 
drop.  Following these successes in infant health, there has been a renewed recognition of the 
dire need for efforts targeted to improving maternal health.   At the original launch of the 
IMRI, the city called for the promotion of women’s health before, during, and after pregnancy, 
but further steps focused heavily on the prenatal period.  A new initiative, the Healthy Women, 
Healthy Futures program can close existing gaps in services and improve maternal health 
outcomes by adding support for women during periods currently not covered by the IMRI.  This 
program would dedicate $2 million to pre- and inter-conception care programs for women 
before and between pregnancies and $1 million for expanded access to birth and postpartum 
doula services to improve care in the critical period during and immediately following birth. 
 
Workforce  

 
• Diversity – $1 million would be invested into the existing NY Metro Area Health 

Education Centers (AHEC), which focus on addressing health disparities through 
increasing diversity in the health professions. The professional health care workforce is 
not reflective of this population. This initiative will focus on intervening the educational 
pipeline to enhance opportunities for racial/ethnic minority and disadvantaged students 
to enter careers in the health professions and health sciences. We recommend 
allocating AHEC programs and services provide community health education, guidance, 
support, and internships, for the future health care workforce, at all levels.  
 

• Staffing/Training - $2 million would be invested in a well-trained and culturally 
competent workforce.  A workforce that is not only reflective of the communities it 
serves, but trained and staffed at the highest skill levels possible.  We recommend 
minimum patient care staffing ratios in all HHC facilities for patient care staff, to include 
nurses, doctors, LPNs, and aides.   
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Last but not least, the PBC believes that improving health status, insurance coverage, and 
access to services can best be accomplished through a community health planning approach.  
The provisions in Affordable Care Act, the approved Federal Medicaid Waiver, and the state’s 
prevention agenda are opportunities for the city to ensure that changes to the health care 
system are responsive to the needs of community and improve health outcomes.   
 
We recommend NYC investing $1 million in Community Health Planning.  This would allow the 
creation of a special commission to address health disparities and other related public health 
issues.  Democracy is sorely lacking in the existing process of community health planning and 
there is a need to increase local control over and participation in the decisions around health 
care resources and public health issues. What is needed now is not a crisis-oriented response, 
but, rather, long range plans with ongoing involvement of communities to address health needs 
and public health issues.  There is opportunity to make our city healthy place for everyone not 
just for a few.  
 
Additional Asks:  PBC respectfully puts forth the following requests that would improve New 
York’s health system planning for child health and ensure that all families benefit equally from 
our city’s resources.     
 

• Pass the Asthma-free Homes legislation, which seeks to reduce indoor allergen hazards 
than can trigger asthma in residential dwellings.  There is no intro bill number yet but 
the bill co-sponsors are Council members Rosie Mendez, Ritchie Torres, and Corey 
Johnson.  

• Add $3 million to stop the closing two immunization clinics.  One clinic is in Corona 
Queens, and the other is in Tremont, Bronx.  Both are located in medically-underserved, 
low income, immigrant and communities of color. Current funding level: $491,000 in City 
Funds ($164,000 in State funds) 

• Integrate health-related programming in early childhood settings, such as childcare and 
Pre-K, to reach young children ages zero to five 

• Expand the availability and use of pediatric dental and vision care to instill preventive 
health behaviors in early life.  

• Prioritize the expansion and support for school-based health and mental health services, 
which provide a targeted mechanism for reaching an often underserved population  

• Work with the State to ensure that reforms of Medicaid do not restrict but allow for the 
expansion of community based behavioral health, mental health, and health care 
services 

 
For more information on how to get involved and about the issues we are working on, please 

contact Anthony Feliciano, Commission on the Public’s Health System  

(w) 212-246-0803    (c) 646-325-5317   Email: afeliciano@cphsnyc.org 
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From: financetestimony
To: Anderson, Nicole
Subject: FW: 42nd St. Library
Date: Wednesday, June 11, 2014 10:30:43 AM

 

From: Pepe Karmel [pepe.karmel@nyu.edu]
Sent: Wednesday, June 11, 2014 9:29 AM
To: financetestimony
Subject: 42nd St. Library

Greetings:

I am writing to urge you to restore the stacks and bring the books back to the 42nd St.
library.  

New York's importance as a center of intellectual activity has depended for decades on the
availability and ease-of-use of this great library.  Moving much of the collection off-site will
make it significantly harder for scholars to work productively at the library, and will
ultimately discourage them from working there at all.  If you have to wait a day or two for a
book or a journal, you might as well be working somewhere else.  

In the new "information economy," innovators and wealth-creators go where there is
intellectual, artistic, and cultural excitement.  That's why New York remains the center of the
American economy.  In the long run, damaging this core asset of New York's cultural life
will damage the city as a whole.  

Please don't let this happen.  

Sincerely,
Pepe Karmel

-- 
Professor Pepe Karmel
Department of Art History, NYU
100 Washington Square East, Room 303
New York, NY 10003
E-mail: pepe.karmel@nyu.edu
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From: financetestimony
To: Anderson, Nicole
Subject: FW: City Council Hearing of June 6, 2014 on Library Budgeting
Date: Wednesday, June 11, 2014 10:32:24 AM

 

From: Peter Rooney [magneticreports@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, June 10, 2014 11:49 PM
To: financetestimony
Subject: City Council Hearing of June 6, 2014 on Library Budgeting

This testimony is submitted to the New York City
Council, regarding its hearing of June 6, 2014, on
library budgeting.

I am a book indexer by profession. In the past, I've
relied on the 42nd Street Main Library to fulfill my
research needs when working on a new indexing project.
I look for sources in which to check my author's
terminology and to get ideas for indexing the new book.
Starting about December 2012, I have found there is
very little use in going to the Main Library because
most of the books I will be looking for have been moved
offsite to New Jersey, as part of the so-called Central
Library Plan. The Main Library has become quite
hopeless as a source of ready information on any deep
level. 

Why is this happening? It's quite apparent that this is
a real estate deal in the works, part of a larger
movement to sell off public assets to the benefit of
the few. In May, the NYPL reversed itself, saying it
has abandoned the Central Library Plan, but does a
leopard really change its spots?  The New York Public
Library was founded on the basis of advancing knowledge
- not as an asset to be mined. Moreover, the Brooklyn
and Queens library systems are quite unaffected by the
NYPL action, and are continuing on the same path of
selling assets to developers.

Re the City Council hearing on libraries of June 6,
here are my thoughts:
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1- Tony Marx and the top-level administrators of NYPL
should resign. They have shown themselves to be
incompetent to budget and spend money wisely.
2- Most if not all of the trustees should be dismissed,
for the same reason.
3- the 42nd St. stacks should be upgraded, if
necessary. (Doubtful it costs as much as they say.)
4- the books in New Jersey must be returned to 42nd St.
5- a funding stream needs to be established.

And here's a controversial idea, perhaps:

6- there should be a yearly charge for a library card.
This would be subsidized for students and low-income
people - they might pay nothing. But I think the
average citizen or family could well afford a modest
fee. This would stabilize the income and free the
library from budget games.

Peter Rooney
magneticreports@gmail.com

***

mailto:magneticreports@gmail.com


1 

 
 

PUBLIC HEARING STATEMENT 
 

C. Virginia Fields 
President and CEO 

 
New York City Council Committee on Finance 

Council Chambers - City Hall 
Friday, June 6, 2014 

3:00 p.m. 
 
 

Chairwoman Julissa Ferreras, Members of the New York City Council Committee on Finance, 

ladies and gentlemen, I am C. Virginia Fields, Former Manhattan Borough Present and current 

President and CEO of the National Black Leadership Commission on AIDS, Inc. (NBLCA). 

Founded in 1987, the National Black Leadership Commission on AIDS, Inc. is the oldest and 

largest policy development and advocacy not-for-profit organization of its kind in the United 

States whose mission is to educate, mobilize, and empower Black leaders to fight HIV/AIDS and 

other health disparities in their local communities.  We have established affiliate chapters in 11 

cities, nationwide, six of them in New York State, including New York City. 

I thank the committee for the opportunity to speak before you this afternoon in support of the 

request for $320,000 dollars to implement the New York City Hepatitis C Initiative. NBLCA seeks 

to reverse the impact of the HIV, Hepatitis C and other health disparities epidemic within 

Black/African American and communities of color. Nearly 200,000 New York State residents are 

thought to be chronically infected with HCV, 60 percent of them in New York City. Yet, the 

problem is largely unrecognized by healthcare professionals, policymakers and those at the 

greatest risk.   
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Chairman of the Board 

The Rev. Dr. Calvin O. Butts, III 
Chairman Emeritus 

   

President and CEO 
C. Virginia Fields 
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Currently, NBLCA serves as the lead advisor for the New York City Council Faith-Based HIV/AIDS 

Initiative. In partnership with the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 

(NYC DOHMH), NBLCA provides technical assistance and capacity building to a network of 90 

Faith Based Organizations (FBOs) and Community Based Organizations (CBOs) in the five 

boroughs of New York City through a continuum of HIV/AIDS and STI education, testing and 

linkage to care. Based upon CDC data and the U.S. Public Health Service/Infectious Diseases 

Society of America guidelines that recommends HIV adult patients be screened for co-infection 

NBLCA advised adding Hepatitis C awareness and screening to the New York City Council Faith-

Based HIV/AIDS Initiative. In 2012, the New York City Council agreed with support from NYC 

DOHMH.  

Staying abreast of data, and aligned with the National Hepatitis C Action Plan, NBLCA co-

founded the first African American Hepatitis C Action Day in 2013. The uniqueness of NBLCA is 

its’ ability to respond and mobilize quickly to address critical health issues within Black/African 

American communities at a grass-roots level. Therefore, NBLCA needs funding to take action 

and implement strategies that render real-time outcomes.  

Hepatitis C is an infectious liver disease that spreads through blood-to-blood contact with an 

infected person. Of those who are infected with the Hep C virus, the majority develop chronic 

Hep C — a serious, lasting disease that can result in severe liver damage, long-term health 

problems, and even death. The National Black Leadership Commission on AIDS, Inc. urges the 

City Council to support this request.  

Thank you. 

C. Virginia Fields  



1 

 
 

PUBLIC HEARING STATEMENT 
 

C. Virginia Fields 
President and CEO 

 
New York City Council Committee on Finance 

Council Chambers - City Hall 
Friday, June 6, 2014 

3:00 p.m. 
 
 

Chairwoman Julissa Ferreras, Members of the New York City Council Committee on Finance, 

ladies and gentlemen, I am C. Virginia Fields, Former Manhattan Borough Present and current 

President and CEO of the National Black Leadership Commission on AIDS, Inc. (NBLCA). 

Founded in 1987, the National Black Leadership Commission on AIDS, Inc. is the oldest and 

largest policy development and advocacy not-for-profit organization of its kind in the United 

States whose mission is to educate, mobilize, and empower Black leaders to fight HIV/AIDS and 

other health disparities in their local communities.  We have established affiliate chapters in 11 

cities, nationwide, six of them in New York State, including New York City. 

NBLCA is requesting $50,000 in capital funds from the NYC Council to support its' citywide HIV, 

HCV and STI programs via Digital Health Kiosk to assist with health related awareness and 

resources. Use of digital technology has been life-altering, but also health-altering. In the past 

year, 79% of Americans have searched online for health information. 52% used technology to 

research a health topic and 67% of people say they’ve gotten health information that they 

weren’t able to get from a healthcare provider by connecting online. NBLCA seeks to reverse 

the impact of the HIV, Hepatitis C and other health disparities epidemic within Black/African 

American and communities of color by increasing access to information.   
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A portable kiosk enables participants to interact confidentially with the system, which provides 

screening education and awareness information. In addition, the kiosk works as a tracking tool 

that assesses for risk factors and probes for CDC required data. NBLCA will develop an 

educational program/tool that can be accessed via tablets and mobile phones, which can 

interface with the unified data collection and surveillance systems. NBLCA goal is to provide its 

partner FBOs and CBOs with the ability to use this video and screening tool, and allow for 

participant monitoring from initial outreach/testing and through each stage of the HCV 

continuum. This will help ensure that participants are not lost to follow up, and are linked to 

and retained in care. 

Through the Faith Based Initiative, NBLCA has established itself as a pioneering agency in 

developing HIV/AIDS prevention, education, testing and support services using CTR. NBLCA’s 

ability to reach communities at a grassroots level has informed the type of programming that 

community members want to see and often request; likewise, having partnered with local 

policymakers and health departments, its approach is founded in progressive methods and 

enables the work to stay relevant and on the cutting edge.  

The National Black Leadership Commission on AIDS, Inc. urges the City Council to support this 

request.  

Thank you. 

C. Virginia Fields  



From: financetestimony
To: Anderson, Nicole
Subject: FW: Written Testimony: Council Hearing on The Library Systems Budget - Therese Urban
Date: Wednesday, June 11, 2014 10:33:19 AM

 

From: Therese Urban [terry.urban@verizon.net]
Sent: Tuesday, June 10, 2014 10:12 PM
To: financetestimony
Subject: Written Testimony: Council Hearing on The Library Systems Budget - Therese Urban

Written testimony submitted June 10, 2014 via email to the NY City Council  
Hearing on Budget considerations for the New York City, Brooklyn & Queens Public
Libraries
 
 
By Therese Urban                                             
  member: East Pacific Block Association
                          Boerum Hill Association
  
 
Regarding the need for financing repairs and ongoing maintenance of our libraries with
taxpayer funds and private donations, rather than the permanent disposal of land:
 
I want to impress upon all City Council members why they should be insisting that all our
library caretakers, Brooklyn, Queens and New York City, continue to value our presently
threatened libraries with the same honorable egalitarian foresight that created them, and
why it’s important to keep those libraries open, well-maintained, and, especially noted in
this testimony, situated on the land they already own. 
 
I particularly address the current plan to demolish 2 library buildings in Brooklyn (The
Pacific and Brooklyn Heights branches) and sell the land under them to private developers.
The most obvious public disadvantage to our libraries selling off their land is that once sold,
the library will never get it back; it’s gone forever. That should NOT be an option.
 
The ‘Public/Private Partnership’ Model is Not A One-Size-Fits-All Model.
The plans for these land sales look to follow the pattern that has been implemented in recent
years: “public/private partnerships”. This model threatens to become the politically favored
method of funding all public services in New York City, services that have traditionally been
provided by taxes. We currently have library directors and boards who believe in and apply
this model to our most valuable free institutions; they have skewed their budget estimates and
funding solutions to support the prevailing corporate vision of a future based on a need to
show a profit center in all corporations, even those distributing public services.
 
You, as elected public servants, should not reward the destruction of already existing public
services that simply require a return to an ethically sound City Council response, to wit, a
return to tax- and donation-based support for the ongoing maintenance and
necessary upgrading of our public libraries.
 
The City does not have to profit from public services like libraries; developers do have
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to profit from their buildings. That competing interest should be avoided.
Corporate interests are always going to be aligned with profits. Placing libraries in a space
that’s owned by private enterprise will inevitably subject a vital public service to changes in
future management and business strategies as decided by that enterprise. Today’s promises
are profit-driven; tomorrow’s will be too. There will be no guarantee of meeting a library’s
financial needs, 20 years, 30 years, 100 years from now, any better than there is now, when
they own their own sites. Why should we take that risk?
 
Case in point: After selling the site to a developer, the rebuilding of the new Donnell Library
space is delayed for several years due to certain private business decisions made by the
developer in the owner’s self-interest. Also, the Donnell has permanently dissolved
its children’s and young adults collections because they don’t fit into the new digital model of
library space, as it is drastically reduced from the lovely space it used to inhabit. The
City itself is now admitting the error of that sale.
 
The allowances of greater density (FAR), various taxpayer subsidies and City property tax
abatements to developers in exchange for public space has been questionably negotiated by
the City in the past. While new public amenities may be worth the exchange,
many agreements benefit the private sector much more than their ‘donations’ deserve, while
abatements further erode our future tax base instead of increasing the taxes these desirable
new properties should be remitting to sustain a civilized city – and our libraries. One look at
the true economics of the disastrous (only for the public sector!) Donnell Deal is sufficient
proof of that!
 
The exchanging of tax relief and greater FAR for public amenities might indeed serve to
enhance the public good if these were new services; but these libraries are not, they are
replacements being touted as ‘new’. And with all the extra density developers negotiate
for, NEW public services should be required for the population expected, not replacement
ones, especially not smaller replacements, and especially not replacements which will
require the re-investment of the funds the Library reaps for the sale of the land in the build-
out of the facility!
 
The developers wind up with everything they want – taller buildings with more profitable
luxury apartments in the sky and low taxes for years - and we get the library facility we
should have had anyway, but now without owning the land.
 
To sell a library’s land and award substantial benefits to the private sector for re-supplying
one, all in the name of finally serving a great public need, after political interests have
intentionally cripple the library system for years, is abhorant to intelligent New Yorkers,
rich and poor. Prior short-sighted economic manipulations must be considered as causing
the current scrutiny of library land values, and the City Council must not allow more of the
same to erode this unique legacy.
 
Libraries were built on valuable land because they were meant to inspire people to
reach for personal excellence.
We all understand the first 3 criteria of real estate value: “location, location, and location”.
Land in New York City is finite, and has always been coveted by people who envisioned
future demand. And the land under both the Brooklyn Heights and Pacific libraries is
admittedly very valuable. And why should they not remain the proud owners of it?
 



Carnegie libraries were placed in highly visible and accessible locations, and given formal
architectural prominence in order to accomplish their several missions: to augment  expansion
of free education to the general public and the social advancement of minorities and the
underprivileged, and to heighten public understanding of the particular needs of children in
society.
 
Carnegie libraries had a very important function, a very new function in a time when
allowing the public to browse through stacks of books and freely choose to read whatever
sparked their interest was unheard of, when only wealthy people had such open access
to information.
 
Social Engineering wears many faces, has many arguable practical considerations, but the
Carnegie Foundation’s idea in providing unique spaces to move inspiration to aspiration is
one of our country’s finest philanthropic legacies, and should not be hijacked to current
monetization trends.
 
The Pacific Library has served that purpose for 109 years. The Carnegie mission is as relevant
now as it was in 1905. Nothing has changed - except that now, what masquerades as
‘philanthropy’ in NYC negotiates a price: influence, zoning overrides, tax breaks.
 
Current promotional media reminds us that Andrew Carnegie is dead, that all possibilities for
Profit must be pursued, that Profit is now required of all enterprises, and thus all public
service deliverables should now be monetized.  My community says “NO”.
 
The Pacific Library land should be held in the public trust, not monetized.
We have a building boom of mostly luxury housing going on in Downtown Brooklyn. It is
internationally recognized.
 
The massive Atlantic Yards Project (although it is now being sold to the Chinese government
without having achieved any of its promise, only the arena’s profit), controls the land across
Pacific Street from the Pacific Library site, known in their plan as ‘Site 5’.  It has not
been developed yet. Additionally, the Church of The Redeemer is looking to monetize its site
on the opposite corner.  Understandably, developers are salivating for this library’s valuable
land, the same as they’re coveting the land under the Brooklyn Heights branch! In fact, the
same developer also owns property adjacent to the Brooklyn Heights site.
 
The Pacific Library sits on 1/3rd of the block fronting on 4th Ave; the remainder of that block
has very recently been bought by a developer. Coincidentally, I understand the City of New
York leases it, and that lease will expire in time for the Two Trees development, the
“BAM South” building, to be realized across Atlantic and Flatbush Avenues.
 
That developer already has an ‘approved plan’ to give space to the Pacific Library in
exchange for whatever benefits were on sale that day. Supposedly this is a “done deal”. The
plan calls for ‘moving’ the Pacific Library into a new space, but the sale of the land under
the present library will have to pay for the build-out. So it’s only ground floor space, in
return for potentially massive profits, literally ‘sky high’.
 
Aside from other considerations, it is worth noting that at the last Council hearing I heard the
Brooklyn director present an opinion that the land under the Pacific Library wouldn’t bring in
very much money – not enough money to actually fully build out a large new space because



it was ‘a small footprint’; additional money would have to be found to complete moving this
library. Such misrepresentation of that parcel’s value exemplifies the behind-the-scenes effort
to obscure the financial negotiations.  This same spin continues to be presented by the
Research Library, the Midtown Manhattan one, and in Brooklyn Heights.
 
While it is true that Pubic Advocate James, when she was a Councilmember, had received
some vague assurances as to the ‘safety’ of the Pacific Library after that hearing, no real
estate is ‘safe’ in this climate. We all know representatives and representations change,
how competing agendas can be decided by economic expediencies. We cannot discount that
Two Trees says it has an ‘approved plan’!
 
We need the City Council to budget for the necessary repairs and maintenance for our
libraries, so that we can be assured of a firmer guarantee of ‘safety’ for all our library land.
 
The Pacific Street Library is especially significant as it is.
The architecture of this beautiful building is symbolic in the way of all Carnegie architecture:
the impressive doorway is designed to impart the idea that learning elevates one’s station in
life, and it’s flanked by lamp posts symbolizing enlightenment. Maybe that’s hokey in the
21st Century, but all architecture uses visual notes to make its music and the music of the
past is not irrelevant to the present. It should inspire, if only as a reminder that someone long
ago thought underprivileged people deserved to be fed at a beautiful table, and we should
demand that today’s caretakers still value and promote that public ideal.
 
Several attempts have been made by Park Slope and Boerum Hill community groups within
the last 15 years to landmark it, but the applications suffered pocket vetoes by people with
other agendas. Again this year, the Park Slope Civic Council has voted unanimously to have
the library landmarked, and across 4th Avenue, we in Boerum Hill joined in that application
and again hope for success. We have never heard anything encouraging for our efforts.
 
I have heard Linda Johnson, BPL Director, say that the Pacific Library’s structure is just
plain unusable, with small ‘rabbit warren’ rooms. Well of course it is! Because this particular
library, the first Carnegie Library in Brooklyn, had an interior designed specifically for
children! And an exterior designed to impress and inspire them to excellence. It was built for
children, and one size does not fit all: The street façade is straight, but behind that classic
façade, the building is rotund. On the main floor, stacks radiate in from the curved walls
toward a central librarian, so children can be easily helped, taught and supervised. The lower
and upper floors are large windowed rooms, presently used for and by numerous community
groups. There’s a grassy surrounding yard, and a rear driveway entrance. This library is
intimate, charming, and inviting - and it doesn’t fit adult users.
 
We need to keep the Pacific Street Library where it is.
Thousands of new apartments have been built or are in the Downtown Brooklyn pipeline,
and all residential services in the area will certainly need to be expanded. In exchange for the
increased FAR they dearly desire, because profits must be maximized, the developer should
trade space for a new library that serves the new population; the Pacific “children’s
library” doesn’t have to be a part of that conversation. The developer shouldn’t  be concerned
with which library is housed, only that they can trade public space for the more valuable
higher floors.
 
Let us keep ours! Within a 5-block radius to the south and southeast of this library, in the



neighborhoods of Boerum Hill and Park Slope, we already have 3 NYCHA public housing
developments (Gowanus South Colony Houses, Wyckoff Gardens Houses, and Warren
Street Houses) and 5 public schools (PS 216, 38 and 133 elementary, Middle School 447, and
the Brooklyn H.S. of the Arts). Almost all of these children already live in the neighborhood.
And more are moving in every month!
 
We need this library working for us, not a replacement in another neighborhood.
These children, independently or in school groups, shouldn’t have to cross the 2 busiest
intersections in Brooklyn (Atlantic Ave and Flatbush Ave) to go into Ft Greene for their
library. That’s just another impediment for them to overcome. Ft. Greene has its own library,
and now they can have another one in BAM South. It will house the BAM archives at least!
Let it be part of the Cultural District. But we deserve our own neighborhood library.
 
Additionally, the NYC and BPL central plans for replacement services all entail reducing
actual book space to complement an increase in digital access. It’s a cost-cutting measure
being sold as a benefit to the public.
 
Digital books are not inspiring to children. Picture books, storybooks, books you can hold,
carry and share, books you’re inspired to read in bed by flashlight – those are necessary for
children. Symbols you can see and feel add understanding, help form ideas, and the physical
space that welcomes children, that makes them feel like important people, nurtures lifelong
learning habits.
 
Digital media has its place and libraries should provide it, but many of our children can’t
afford home computers, can’t afford monthly internet fees. They shouldn’t be expected to buy
e-readers that, in yet another ‘partnership’, require accounts with Amazon or Barnes & Noble
to borrow an e-book from what used to be the free public library! Even if e-books are
free, access requires an investment.
 
Instead of destroying this one, the Pacific Street Children’s Library could be the jewel
of the Brooklyn system!
Returning it to its original service, updating it with the technology our children truly do need,
this 1905 legacy could shine as a continued promise.
 
Just imagine! How wonderful it will look, left at its own original corner; what a beautiful
counterpoint the old building will be to the modern ones sure to rise on the other corners, and
all over Downtown. Anyone who sees it will thank us for keeping it as a reminder of what
our great-great-grandparents cherished, and how well this generation nourished Carnegie’s
public trust.
 
Thank you for your attention. And long live private philanthropy not tied to government
subsidies!

Submitted June 10, 2014 by Therese Urban, Brooklyn, NY



From: financetestimony
To: Anderson, Nicole
Subject: FW: Written Testimony for the Budgetary Hearing on the New York Public Library
Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2014 10:36:57 AM

 

From: Thomas H Collins [thcollins@nyu.edu]
Sent: Friday, June 06, 2014 11:52 AM
To: financetestimony
Subject: Written Testimony for the Budgetary Hearing on the New York Public Library

Dear City Council Members,

I am gravely concerned over the library's revised plans that would leave the stacks in the
42nd Street Main Branch empty. President Marx claims that the costs to install climate
controls to the stacks would amount to $46 million, but he has never released to the public
the full independent cost analysis for bringing the stacks up to code.  

Instead, he insists the books will be housed in storage under Bryant Park. However, the
Bryant Park Stack Extension (BPSE) was never intended or designed to hold the entirety of
the New York Public Library's vast research collection. It was built to store new acquisitions
that would ensure the library remains viable for the future. 

In order for the New York Public Library to continue to fulfill its mission as a one of
America's leading research libraries, it is imperative that the stacks below the Rose Reading
Room continue to be used to store the millions of books in the library's collection. Utilizing
the seven-floors of stacks, in conjunction with both levels of BPSE, will allow for faster book
retrieval times and the possibility of storing more items in the library.

Concerning the actual costs and details of the Central Library Plan, President Marx and the
NYPL board of trustees have been far too secretive. We now know that the Central Library
Plan would have cost over $500 million, including $8 million already paid to Foster +
Partners. Despite promising to do so over a year ago, President Marx has refused to release
the full independent cost analysis report for the Central Library Plan.

Before granting any additional public funding for the NYPL's capital spending projects, the
NYPL Board must openly disclose their plans and costs to the public. In the name of greater
transparency, it is incumbent upon the City Council to compel the New York Public Library
to reveal the full reports containing the costs for renovating the Mid-Manhattan library and
the 42nd Street Main Branch stacks. 

Thank you,

Thomas H. Collins
Member, Committee to Save the New York Public Library

600 W 146th Street, Apt 43
New York, NY 10031
(985) 870 6551
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From: financetestimony
To: Anderson, Nicole
Subject: FW: New York Public
Date: Wednesday, June 11, 2014 10:30:04 AM

 

From: Thomas Izbicki [tizbicki@rci.rutgers.edu]
Sent: Wednesday, June 11, 2014 9:49 AM
To: financetestimony
Subject: New York Public

As a librarian in administration, I am troubled by some of what I have heard about the
planning at NYPL.  It seems to me to have taken little account of the users of the collections.
Thomas Izbicki PhD
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Testimony submitted June 10, 2014 via email to the City Council   
Hearing on Budget considerations for the New York City, Brooklyn & Queens Public 

Libraries 
 

 
By Therese Urban           member: East Pacific Block Association,  
        Boerum Hill Association, 
        Brooklyn, NY 
 
Regarding the need for financing repairs and ongoing maintenance of our libraries with 
taxpayer funds and private donations, rather than the permanent disposal of land: 
 
I want to impress upon all City Council members why they should be insisting that all our library 
caretakers, Brooklyn, Queens and New York City, continue to value our presently threatened 
libraries with the same honorable egalitarian foresight that created them, and why it’s important 
to keep those libraries open, well-maintained, and, especially noted in this testimony, situated on 
the land they already own.  
 
I particularly address the current plan to demolish 2 library buildings in Brooklyn (The Pacific 
and Brooklyn Heights branches) and sell the land under them to private developers. The most 
obvious public disadvantage to our libraries selling off their land is that once sold, the library will 
never get it back; it’s gone forever. That should NOT be an option. 
 
The ‘Public/Private Partnership’ Model is Not A One-Size-Fits-All Model. 
The plans for these land sales look to follow the pattern that has been implemented in recent 
years: “public/private partnerships”. This model threatens to become the politically favored 
method of funding all public services in New York City, services that have traditionally been 
provided by taxes. We currently have library directors and boards who believe in and apply this 
model to our most valuable free institutions; they have skewed their budget estimates and funding 
solutions to support the prevailing corporate vision of a future based on a need to show a profit 
center in all corporations, even those distributing public services.  
 
You, as elected public servants, should not reward the destruction of already existing public 
services that simply require a return to an ethically sound City Council response, to wit, a return to 
tax- and donation-based support for the ongoing maintenance and necessary upgrading of our 
public libraries.  
 
The City does not have to profit from public services like libraries; developers do have to 
profit from their buildings. That competing interest should be avoided. 
Corporate interests are always going to be aligned with profits. Placing libraries in a space that’s 
owned by private enterprise will inevitably subject a vital public service to changes in future 
management and business strategies as decided by that enterprise. Today’s promises are profit-
driven; tomorrow’s will be too. There will be no guarantee of meeting a library’s financial needs, 
20 years, 30 years, 100 years from now, any better than there is now, when they own their own 
sites. Why should we take that risk?  
 
Case in point: After selling the site to a developer, the rebuilding of the new Donnell Library space 
is delayed for several years due to certain private business decisions made by the developer in the 
owner’s self-interest. Also, the Donnell has permanently dissolved its children’s and young adults  
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collections because they don’t fit into the new digital model of library space, as it is drastically  
reduced from the lovely space it used to inhabit. The City itself is now admitting the error of that 
sale. 
 
The allowances of greater density (FAR), various taxpayer subsidies and City property tax 
abatements to developers in exchange for public space has been questionably negotiated by the 
City in the past. While new public amenities may be worth the exchange, many agreements benefit 
the private sector much more than their ‘donations’ deserve, while abatements further erode our 
future tax base instead of increasing the taxes these desirable new properties should be remitting 
to sustain a civilized city – and our libraries. One look at the true economics of the disastrous (only 
for the public sector!) Donnell Deal is sufficient proof of that!  
 
The exchanging of tax relief and greater FAR for public amenities might indeed serve to enhance 
the public good if these were new services; but these libraries are not, they are replacements 
being touted as ‘new’. And with all the extra density developers negotiate for, NEW public services 
should be required for the population expected, not replacement ones, especially not smaller 
replacements, and especially not replacements which will require the re-investment of the funds 
the Library reaps for the sale of the land in the build-out of the facility!  
 
The developers wind up with everything they want – taller buildings with more profitable luxury 
apartments in the sky and low taxes for years - and we get the library facility we should have had 
anyway, but now without owning the land. 
 
To sell a library’s land and award substantial benefits to the private sector for re-supplying one, all 
in the name of finally serving a great public need, after political interests have intentionally cripple 
the library system for years, is abhorant to intelligent New Yorkers, rich and poor. Prior short-
sighted economic manipulations must be considered as causing the current scrutiny of library 
land values, and the City Council must not allow more of the same to erode this unique legacy. 
 
Libraries were built on valuable land because they were meant to inspire people to reach 
for personal excellence. 
We all understand the first 3 criteria of real estate value: “location, location, and location”. Land in 
New York City is finite, and has always been coveted by people who envisioned future demand. 
And the land under both the Brooklyn Heights and Pacific libraries is admittedly very valuable. 
And why should they not remain the proud owners of it?  
 
Carnegie libraries were placed in highly visible and accessible locations, and given formal 
architectural prominence in order to accomplish their several missions: to augment  expansion of 
free education to the general public and the social advancement of minorities and the 
underprivileged, and to heighten public understanding of the particular needs of children in 
society. 
 
Carnegie libraries had a very important function, a very new function in a time when allowing the 
public to browse through stacks of books and freely choose to read whatever sparked their 
interest was unheard of, when only wealthy people had such open access to information.  
 
Social Engineering wears many faces, has many arguable practical considerations, but the 
Carnegie Foundation’s idea in providing unique spaces to move inspiration to aspiration is one of 
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our country’s finest philanthropic legacies, and should not be hijacked to current monetization 
trends.  
 
The Pacific Library has served that purpose for 109 years. The Carnegie mission is as relevant now 
as it was in 1905. Nothing has changed - except that now, what masquerades as ‘philanthropy’ in 
NYC negotiates a price: influence, zoning overrides, tax breaks.  
 
Current promotional media reminds us that Andrew Carnegie is dead, that all possibilities for 
Profit must be pursued, that Profit is now required of all enterprises, and thus all public service 
deliverables should now be monetized.  My community says “NO”. 
 
The Pacific Library land should be held in the public trust, not monetized. 
We have a building boom of mostly luxury housing going on in Downtown Brooklyn. It is 
internationally recognized.  
 
The massive Atlantic Yards Project (although it is now being sold to the Chinese government 
without having achieved any of its promise, only the arena’s profit), controls the land across 
Pacific Street from the Pacific Library site, known in their plan as ‘Site 5’.  It has not been 
developed yet. Additionally, the Church of The Redeemer is looking to monetize its site on the 
opposite corner.  Understandably, developers are salivating for this library’s valuable land, the 
same as they’re coveting the land under the Brooklyn Heights branch! In fact, the same developer 
also owns property adjacent to the Brooklyn Heights site.  
 
The Pacific Library sits on 1/3rd of the block fronting on 4th Ave; the remainder of that block has 
very recently been bought by a developer. Coincidentally, I understand the City of New York leases 
it, and that lease will expire in time for the Two Trees development, the “BAM South” building, to 
be realized across Atlantic and Flatbush Avenues.  
 
That developer already has an ‘approved plan’ to give space to the Pacific Library in exchange for 
whatever benefits were on sale that day. Supposedly this is a “done deal”. The plan calls for 
‘moving’ the Pacific Library into a new space, but the sale of the land under the present library will 
have to pay for the build-out. So it’s only ground floor space, in return for potentially massive 
profits, literally ‘sky high’.  
 
Aside from other considerations, it is worth noting that at the last Council hearing I heard the 
Brooklyn director present an opinion that the land under the Pacific Library wouldn’t bring in 
very much money – not enough money to actually fully build out a large new space because it was 
‘a small footprint’; additional money would have to be found to complete moving this library. Such 
misrepresentation of that parcel’s value exemplifies the behind-the-scenes effort to obscure the 
financial negotiations.  This same spin continues to be presented by the Research Library, the 
Midtown Manhattan one, and in Brooklyn Heights. 
 
While it is true that Pubic Advocate James, when she was a Councilmember, had received some 
vague assurances as to the ‘safety’ of the Pacific Library after that hearing, no real estate is ‘safe’ in 
this climate. We all know representatives and representations change, how competing agendas 
can be decided by economic expediencies. We cannot discount that Two Trees says it has an 
‘approved plan’! 
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We need the City Council to budget for the necessary repairs and maintenance for our libraries, so 
that we can be assured of a firmer guarantee of ‘safety’ for all our library land. 
 
The Pacific Street Library is especially significant as it is. 
The architecture of this beautiful building is symbolic in the way of all Carnegie architecture: the 
impressive doorway is designed to impart the idea that learning elevates one’s station in life, and 
it’s flanked by lamp posts symbolizing enlightenment. Maybe that’s hokey in the 21st Century, but 
all architecture uses visual notes to make its music and the music of the past is not irrelevant to 
the present. It should inspire, if only as a reminder that someone long ago thought underprivileged 
people deserved to be fed at a beautiful table, and we should demand that today’s caretakers still 
value and promote that public ideal. 
 
Several attempts have been made by Park Slope and Boerum Hill community groups within the 
last 15 years to landmark it, but the applications suffered pocket vetoes by people with other 
agendas. Again this year, the Park Slope Civic Council has voted unanimously to have the library 
landmarked, and across 4th Avenue, we in Boerum Hill joined in that application and again hope 
for success. We have never heard anything encouraging for our efforts.  
 
I have heard Linda Johnson, BPL Director, say that the Pacific Library’s structure is just plain 
unusable, with small ‘rabbit warren’ rooms. Well of course it is! Because this particular library, 
the first Carnegie Library in Brooklyn, had an interior designed specifically for children! 
And an exterior designed to impress and inspire them to excellence. It was built for children, and 
one size does not fit all: The street façade is straight, but behind that classic façade, the building is 
rotund. On the main floor, stacks radiate in from the curved walls toward a central librarian, so 
children can be easily helped, taught and supervised. The lower and upper floors are large 
windowed rooms, presently used for and by numerous community groups. There’s a grassy 
surrounding yard, and a rear driveway entrance. This library is intimate, charming, and inviting - 
and it doesn’t fit adult users.  
 
We need to keep the Pacific Street Library where it is.  
Thousands of new apartments have been built or are in the Downtown Brooklyn pipeline, and all 
residential services in the area will certainly need to be expanded. In exchange for the increased 
FAR they dearly desire, because profits must be maximized, the developer should trade space for a 
new library that serves the new population; the Pacific “children’s library” doesn’t have to be a 
part of that conversation. The developer shouldn’t  be concerned with which library is housed, 
only that they can trade public space for the more valuable higher floors.  
 
Let us keep ours! Within a 5-block radius to the south and southeast of this library, in the 
neighborhoods of Boerum Hill and Park Slope, we already have 3 NYCHA public housing 
developments (Gowanus South Colony Houses, Wyckoff Gardens Houses, and Warren Street 
Houses) and 5 public schools (PS 216, 38 and 133 elementary, Middle School 447, and the 
Brooklyn H.S. of the Arts). Almost all of these children already live in the neighborhood. And more 
are moving in every month! 
 
We need this library working for us, not a replacement in another neighborhood. 
These children, independently or in school groups, shouldn’t have to cross the 2 busiest 
intersections in Brooklyn (Atlantic Ave and Flatbush Ave) to go into Ft Greene for their library.  
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That’s just another impediment for them to overcome. Ft. Greene has its own library, and now 
they can have another one in BAM South. It will house the BAM archives at least! Let it be part of 
the Cultural District. But we deserve our own neighborhood library. 
 
Additionally, the NYC and BPL central plans for replacement services all entail reducing actual 
book space to complement an increase in digital access. It’s a cost-cutting measure being sold as a 
benefit to the public.  
 
Digital books are not inspiring to children. Picture books, storybooks, books you can hold, carry 
and share, books you’re inspired to read in bed by flashlight – those are necessary for children. 
Symbols you can see and feel add understanding, help form ideas, and the physical space that 
welcomes children, that makes them feel like important people, nurtures lifelong learning habits.  
 
Digital media has its place and libraries should provide it, but many of our children can’t afford 
home computers, can’t afford monthly internet fees. They shouldn’t be expected to buy e-readers 
that, in yet another ‘partnership’, require accounts with Amazon or Barnes & Noble to borrow an 
e-book from what used to be the free public library! Even if e-books are free, access requires an 
investment. 
 
Instead of destroying this one, the Pacific Street Children’s Library could be the jewel of the 
Brooklyn system!  
Returning it to its original service, updating it with the technology our children truly do need, this 
1905 legacy could shine as a continued promise.  
 
Just imagine! How wonderful it will look, left at its own original corner; what a beautiful 
counterpoint the old building will be to the modern ones sure to rise on the other corners, and all 
over Downtown. Anyone who sees it will thank us for keeping it as a reminder of what our great-
great-grandparents cherished, and how well this generation nourished Carnegie’s public trust.  
 
Thank you for your attention. And long live private philanthropy not tied to government subsidies! 
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New York City Council Finance Committee, Committee on Cultural Affairs, 
Libraries and International Intergroup Relations and Select Committee on 

Libraries !
New York City Council Fiscal Year 2015 Executive Budget Hearings - Libraries 

Tuesday June 3, 2014, Public Comments Friday June 6, 2014 
Testimony by Veronika Conant !

I am Veronika Conant, a retired academic librarian and member of the Committee to 
Save the New York Public Library. I am also past President of the West 54 - 55 Street 
Block Association, a group active during the disastrous sale of the Donnell Library.  !
It was good to hear that the book stacks at the 42nd Street Library will not be 
demolished and that the Mid-Manhattan Library will be renovated. However, we are 
concerned about transparency, accountability and oversight. !
There are still many unanswered questions regarding the way the $151 million capital 
funds from the City Council will be used for the renovation plans. Has NYPL asked for a 
budget modification for the $151 million and if yes what is the breakdown? !
In March 2013 over 3 million items were removed  from the book stacks in secret, and 
moved to a distant location in the Bronx where they been stored ever since. The plan is 
to keep the stacks empty even though they are an integral part of the 42nd Street 
building’s structure, and a remarkably efficient book delivery system to the Rose 
Reading Room above. They are in working condition, were air conditioned in the ‘80s 
and received a sprinkler system in the ’90’s.  According to Tony Marx their upgrade to 
current standards would cost $46 million - a price he considers too expensive. !
The stacks provide 160,000 square feet of shelving space. At the cost of $46 million, the 
unit price is $287.50 per square foot - a bargain. !
Is NYPL quoting an independent estimate they have received for the upgrade in writing?  
According to the  DDC’s figures of $150 per square foot for interior renovation, the cost 
would be $24 million. Has DDC given an official estimate, and if so, what was the 
value? !
While it is appreciated that NYPL will reconfigure the space in other parts of the 42nd 
Street Library, we want to be assured no space will be taken away from what is needed 
to allow the book delivery function and to provide air conditioning, humidity controls and 
sprinklers for the book stacks. !
DDC stated that since the NYPL plans are pass through, they do not have control over 
the funds until after a contract has been signed. The plans can be modified by NYPL 
only prior to the signing of a contract. After that they are locked in. We recommend the 
budget modification include the cost of the above upgrades and also the renovation of 



Mid-Manhattan. We ask all of you to please make sure no contract gets signed for the 
NYPL plans without these. !
Additional recommendations:  
• Develop the second BPSE storage area, started during Vartan Gregorian’s presidency 

with the goal of doubling the available storage space at 42nd Street from 3.5 million to 
6.7 million . Cost estimates are $8 - $20 million.  

• Do not sell SIBL, do not allow the sale of public libraries in any library system at a time 
when more people than ever use libraries. SIBL was created for $100 million in 1996, 
has been wired for technology, with hundreds of computers, and comfortable and 
expensive furniture. It functions extremely well as a technology center. All it needs is 
longer opening hours than the present 51 hours per week, a relatively inexpensive 
investment. (By comparison, Mid-Manhattan is open 88 hrs per week) !

Other comments:  
On Tuesday PA Tish James asked Tony Marx (TM)  was Stephen Schwarzman’s $100 
million donation used for the renovations. His answer was no,  it was used for the 
operating budget. However, Robin Pogrebin’s NYT article on March 11, 2008 states it 
otherwise. Please read it at                                                                                                          
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/03/11/arts/design/11expa.html?pagewanted=1&emc=eta1 !
TM’s statement at the hearing that pass though projects  which get some private 
support take half the time at half the cost of publicly funded projects, needs proof. The 
examples of DDC’s library projects I looked up for cost indicated otherwise. I sent this 
list to the Library Committee after the April 28, 2014  hearing. Can we see his list? !
TM also stated $280 million capital funding has been spent on the branches since 2002. 
Can we see the detailed list, with break down to public vs privately funded projects? !
Finally, the news of plaster falling from the ceiling of the Rose Reading Room has led to 
a temporary closing for several weeks, speaks loud and clear about the importance of 
protecting this 103 year old beautiful interior space, used daily by researchers from all 
over the world. A $15 million interior restoration project, including re-plastering, was 
completed in late 1998. Please practice your oversight function to make sure 
inspections are done and the monumental room is restored for use as soon  as 
possible. !
Thank you. !
Veronika A Conant, M.L.S. retired from Hunter College Libraries 
45 W 54 St, 7C, New York, NY 10019          
212 581-1895   vaconant@yahoo.com

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/03/11/arts/design/11expa.html?pagewanted=1&emc=eta1


New York City Council Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and 
International Intergroup Relations and Select Committee on Libraries !
Oversight: Tracking how the Department of Design and Construction 

spends, monitors and discloses capital funding for library and cultural 
projects 

Monday, April 28, 2014 
Testimony by Veronika Conant !

I am Veronika Conant, a retired academic librarian and a member of the 
Committee to Save the New York Public Library. I am also past President of the 
West 54 - 55 Street Block Association, a group active during the disastrous sale 
of the Donnell Library in 2009. !
Thank you for holding this very interesting hearing. The DDC is doing a great 
deal of useful work on libraries. It was the first time that we heard actual cost 
estimates, breaking down costs to units of cost per square foot. According to 
DDC, for libraries the average cost of a simple interior renovation is $150 per 
square foot;  the average cost of new construction is $700 - $850 per square 
foot. !
NYPL’s Central Library Plan (CLP) will create an about 100,000 square feet 
new circulating library in place of the current book stacks at 42nd Street. The 
plan will destroy the research library’s book delivery system (7 floors of historic 
and functional book stacks, which can hold millions of research materials, and 
hold up the Rose Reading Room above),  sell off two popular public libraries, 
shrink their contents into the new space created, and move millions of research 
materials off-site. The estimated cost is $350 million, with $151 million from City 
funds.  !
The cost of $350 million for 100,000 square feet of library space means 
$3,500 per square foot, an outrageously expensive undertaking compared to 
DDC’s $150 per square foot cost for interior renovation and $700 - $850 per 
square foot cost for new library constructions. !
The 7 floors of book stacks at the 42nd Street Library are in working condition, 
were air conditioned in the ‘80s and received a sprinkler system in the ’90’s.  
Using DDC’s figures of $150 per square foot for interior renovation, their 
upgrade to current standards would cost $24 million (for 160,000 square feet 
densely placed existing shelving).  !
Using DDC’s figures, the close to 160,000 square feet present Mid-Manhattan 
Library’s interior renovation would cost $24 million (at $150 per square foot) 
while a new Mid-Manhattan library of the same size would cost, using $850 per 
square foot, $136 million. It could even be larger, leaving space for growth. !



Both versions are significantly less expensive ($48 million for simple 
renovations or $160 million, including a new Mid-Manhattan) than the present 
estimated $350 million.  They would preserve the historic book stacks, filled with 
over three millions of books, allowing them to continue to serve researchers all 
over the world as they have done for over 100 years, Two popular public 
libraries would continue to remain in use, serving the needs of millions of library 
users.  !
We would like to get an estimate from DDC for the plans mentioned, and would 
very much appreciate if you could explore the alternative plans now. !
DDC stated that since the NYPL plans are pass through, they do not have 
control over the funds until after a contract has been signed. The plans can be 
modified by NYPL only prior to the signing of a contract. After that they are 
locked in. We would like to make sure no contract gets signed for the present 
plans. !
Thank you. !
Veronika A Conant, M.L.S. retired from Hunter College Libraries 
45 W 54 St, 7C, New York, NY 10019          
212 581-1895   vaconant@yahoo.com







 Updated Case of the Donnell Library 
February, 2014 !

• The Donnell Circulating Library, was built in 1955 from funds Ezekiel Donnell 
left in his will in 1896, on land donated by John D. Rockefeller. 

• Lot size: cca 100.42 ft x 175 ft =17,572 square ft, 5 floors, gross area 100,441 
square ft , total library space about 88,000-97,000 square ft 

• The Library, as specified in Donnell’s will was open seven days a week (in 
2001 @ 55 hrs per week) and was designed to accommodate young people 
with a Teen Center and Children’s Room. 

• The Donnell Library was a popular, full service, regional, circulating public 
library with several unique collections and services: 300,000 total volumes, 
Teen Center (renovated in 2004 for $275,000, then over 10,000 volumes, ) 
Children's Collection with the original Winnie-the-Pooh toy figures, World 
Languages Collection (cca 175,000 volumes in 19 languages, 74 magazines in 
24 languages) Reference collection,100 bilingual  language dictionaries) NYC 
history collection, Fiction & Non-Fiction, Media Center (14,500 square ft, 
renovated 2000-2001 for $1 million from City, State & Federal funds, new 
furniture, flooring, lighting, shelving, electric work, painting, ADA accessible, 
climate controlled, with 264 seat auditorium and 20 seat Conference Room), 
Computer Center. Used by New Yorkers from all five boroughs, nationally.  

• It was the first public library in the NYPL system, designed for air conditioning. (using 
the last of Donnell’s bequest, $170,000, in 1957). 

• In 1955 the Donnell sold its unused air rights (about 110,000 square ft) to 666 Fifth 
Avenue, a new skyscraper being built by Tishman next door 

• 2007 statistics: attendance est. 720,000, circulation est. 1,320,000. 
• !
• The sale of the Donnell in 2008 was Phase 1 of NYPL’s Central Library Plan. 
•  It was to be sold to Orient-Express Hotels for $59 million, with a plan to demolish 

the building, replace it with an 11 stories high hotel  with a much smaller, about 28 - 
29,000 square ft Donnell on 3 floors, 2 sub-level ones.  Sale plans fell through after 
the financial crisis of 2008. 

• August 2008.The Donnell library and cultural center closed completely, with 
the collection dispersed and library staff reassigned. NYPL claimed the repair of 
the a/c system would have cost $50 million. There was lack of transparency, no 
public hearing. The neighborhood has been without the library since then. 

• The West 54 - 55 Street Association paid for research on the Donnell building to get 
it designated a landmark. In 2009 the New York State Historic Preservation Office 
found it eligible for State and National Historic Landmark designation. However, it 
needed support by the owner; then NYPL Pres. LeClerc never signed the papers, 
allowing demolition of the building. 

• !
• The small temporary library on 46 Street & Lexington/ Third opened in 2009 

(12,000 square ft, 2 floors, teen and children’s collection, regular materials, 45 
computers, open 44 hrs per week) is too small, too far, no longer in CB5, with 
less access for everyone, including children, seniors and the disabled.  Cost, 
size, staffing not known. 

• !
• Even though the original plans fell through, and the West 54 - 55 Street Block 

Association made an effort to stop further sale, the building was resold in July 



2011 for $67.4 million to Starwood Capital and Tribeca Associates. The lot was 
merged with 6,300 square ft lot of the “21 Club”, total  lot area:  23, 892 square 
ft.  The developer, using Tishman Construction, is building a 50 story, 275,000 
- 340,000 square ft condo hotel, with pool, spa, restaurants. It will include a 28 
- 29,000 square ft of library space in the basement to replace the Donnell, less 
than one tenth of the new total building area. (The new owners bought a light and 
air easement from the owners of 666 Fifth Avenue, next door for $30.285 million last 
December, and in January paid $16.597 million more for air rights from Orient 
Express-owned "21" Club behind the Donnell site on W 52nd Street ). 

• May 2013. We were shown unsatisfactory, vague designs of the new Donnell 
Library @ $20 million cost to NYPL,  due to open at the end of 2015 in the new 
basement of the Baccarat condo hotel building where one penthouse is selling 
for $60 million and the condo price for 61 units starts at $3.5 million  

• http://www.baccarathotels.com/  Hotel will also provide lots of profit 
• http://www.corcoran.com/nyc/NewDevelopments/Display/572 
• What we know about the new library, designed by Enrique Norten:  
• 28-29,000 square ft (less than one third of the original Donnell space), with 

entrance on floor one, a bleacher leading to two additional underground floors 
of varying usable space, an auditorium (120 seats vs old one 264 seats), 
collection size given was 29,000 volumes, one tenth of the old Donnell 
collection. I sent a list of questions to Ilona Kramer, Chief-of Staff to CM Dan 
Garodnick, in May 2013. She did get some answers, listed above. Unanswered: 
could space be enlarged, or, if not, reconfigured better on the three levels, 
how many users can be seated at desks or laptops, # of librarians/support 
staff, hours open, computers, size and scope of collection. We want larger 
collection back and more space for the Library.  

There are several problems with the above picture: 
1. The sale of the Donnell, the first public library sold to a private developer, set a 

precedent for additional sales and shrinking of library collections, now spreading 
to two additional libraries in Midtown and to the Brooklyn Library system. Yet, NYPL 
prefers to forget that first phase of the CLP and now we only hear about the two 
additional public libraries (Mid-Manhattan and SIBL) to be sold to pay for the $300-350 
million cost of CLP. 

2. The neighborhood was against this plan all along. There was lack of transparency in the 
entire procedure, and we residents have been without our beloved neighborhood library 
since August 2008, with more wait till late 2015. 

3. The original shrinking of the Donnell was arranged when the new condo hotel was going 
to be 11 stories high.  With plans for a huge skyscraper, the new Donnell should 
rightly be the same size as the old one was. 

4. Where are the air rights for 340,000 square ft coming from? Donnell had little over 
100,000 square ft, 21 Club had 52,000 square ft unused air rights, and 666 Fifth Avenue 
had no air rights to sell, it was overbuilt in the first place 

5. NYPL keeps changing its story: how much they got for the building and what the funds 
from its sale were used for. Ann Thornton said to me personally at a meeting at the 
CUNY Graduate Center in Spring 2012 that NYPL used it for building a $50 million 
Service Center in LIC. Now NYPL talks about $39 million from the Donnell to be used for 
CLP and $20 million for the new Donnell.  But, according to ACRIS, the Dept. of 
Finance’s website, NYPL received $67.4 million from Starwood Capital and Tribeca 
Associates. We need an examination of the funding issues, especially since the asking 
price for the penthouse alone is $60 million (out of 61 condos).  

6. According to Tony Marx, NYPL’s only mistake with the Donnell was closing it too soon.  

http://www.baccarathotels.com/
http://www.corcoran.com/nyc/newdevelopments/display/572


7. Is the developer getting tax free status due to the library in their building? (Museum 
Tower across the street has not paid taxes since 1984, when MoMA sold their air rights) !!

 General thoughts:  
• We need stronger oversight of our libraries by the City Council and our elected 

officials.   The Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup 
Relations, Chaired by Jimmy Van Bramer, had in 2013 seven members. The Select 
Committee on Libraries had exactly one member.  Why are there no active 
Council Members wanting to serve on it? Libraries do need adequate operating and 
capital budget and support from the city to allow them to function as needed. Neither 
Committee has ever passed any legislation about libraries as far as I could see. 

• We need to make sure no public library ever gets sold without public hearing 
and fair representation of the public. 

• During the present economic times libraries are more important than ever, and 
more people use them than ever before. This is not the time to sell them off or 
to shrink them. 

• The $150 million capital funding for CLP must be stopped or the budget modified, 
and an independent study is needed of the plans and alternative solutions.  These 
libraries, once sold off, will never come back. 

• For more information about functioning of the NYPL branch and research libraries 
see separate compilation about the NYPL budget. !!!!!!!!!

                                                                                !!
                                                    Veronika A. Conant, Feb 13, 2014 
                                                    Member, Committee to Save the New York Public Library 
                                                     www.savenypl.org



A $100 Million Donation to the N.Y. Public 
Library 

!  
Chester Higgins Jr./The New York Times 

A landmark library will be renamed for Stephen A. Schwarzman, shown above at the West 115th 
Street branch of the New York Public Library. 
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!  
By ROBIN POGREBIN 
Published: March 11, 2008 
The New York Public Library’s venerable lion-guarded building on 
Fifth Avenue at 42nd Street is to be renamed for the Wall Street 
financier Stephen A. Schwarzman, who has agreed to jump-start a $1 
billion expansion of the library system with a guaranteed $100 million 
of his own. 
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!  
Graphic 
Grand Plans !
Related 
Times Topics: New York Public Library 

!  
Josh Haner/The New York Times 

Above, Catherine C. Marron, the chairwoman of the New York Public Library, with Paul LeClerc, 
its president. 
The project, to be announced on Tuesday, aims to transform the 
Central Library into a destination for book borrowing as well as 
research. The Mid-Manhattan branch, on the east side of Fifth Avenue 
at 40th Street, will be sold and its circulating collection absorbed into 
the new space. 

The gift from Mr. Schwarzman, a library trustee and buyout guru who 
made fortunes as the chief executive of the Blackstone Group, is 
among the largest to any cultural institution in the city’s history. The 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/n/new_york_public_library/index.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/business/companies/blackstone_group/index.html?inline=nyt-org


1911 Beaux Arts structure on Fifth Avenue will be called the Stephen A. 
Schwarzman Building after construction is completed around 2014. 
The building is protected by landmark status, and the library expects 
the name to be etched on the building should approval be granted by 
the city’s Landmarks Preservation Commission. 

"We hope to incise the name of the building in stone in a subtle, 
discreet way on either side of the main entrance about three feet off 
the ground," said Paul LeClerc, president of the library’s board of 
trustees. "It’s in keeping with the dignity of the building." 

In an e-mail message on Monday. Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg said, 
“With this donation, Steve is giving back to the city that gave him so 
much and is helping ensure that New York remains a cultural and 
intellectual capital of the world.” 

The project reflects a new resolve among library officials to adjust to a 
shifting information world and become more responsive to city 
residents. “We’re more focused on what people want from us,” Mr. 
LeClerc said in an interview. “It’s a mindset change.” 

In an interview, Mr. Schwarzman, 61, said he was impressed by the 
project when it was presented to the board last June. 

“This was an absolutely first-class, professional, practical strategic 
plan, and it deserved to be supported,” he said. “The library helps 
lower- and middle-income people — immigrants — get their shot at 
the American dream.” 

Mr. Schwarzman said it was the library that proposed renaming the 
landmark building. “They said, ‘We’d like you to be the lead gift and 
give us $100 million and we’d like to rename the main branch after 
you,’ ” he said. “I said, ‘That sounds pretty good.’ ” 

He said his gift would be dispensed over the next few years (he 
declined to be more specific) and that he had signed a contract 
governing the donation. “It binds me and my estate, even if I die,” Mr. 
Schwarzman said. 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/b/michael_r_bloomberg/index.html?inline=nyt-per


The library is hardly the first cultural building to bear a donor’s name. 
The new six-story building at the Museum of Modern Art was named 
after David and Peggy Rockefeller, for example, and the Library for the 
Performing Arts at Lincoln Center is named for Dorothy and Lewis B. 
Cullman. 

Mr. LeClerc said there was no dissension within the library’s board of 
trustees over the renaming. Still, the change will doubtless invite 
spirited commentary. Mr. Schwarzman has become something of a 
lightning rod for critics of Wall Street excess, especially the high-
spending ways of private-equity chiefs. 

Many of those financiers have suffered a comeuppance since the credit 
markets foundered last year. Mr. Schwarzman’s stake in Blackstone 
has plummeted from about $7.8 billion to about $4 billion since he 
took his company public last June, and Blackstone’s shares have 
tumbled about 32 percent in the last two months alone. 

Mr. Schwarzman said his recent losses would have no effect on his gift. 
“As you have more resources in life, it’s your obligation to deploy those 
for the benefit of others,” he said. 

The library itself has drawn criticism for some other transactions, like 
selling the Donnell branch in Midtown Manhattan in November to 
Orient-Express Hotels Ltd. for $59 million. The branch will be razed 
to make way for an 11-story hotel, with the library taking over the first 
floor and an underground level. 

In April 2005, the library decided to sell 19 works from its art 
collection to bolster its endowment and raise money to buy books. The 
sales netted $53 million, but critics lamented the loss of canonical 
pieces including “Kindred Spirits,” a Hudson River School painting by 
Asher B. Durand. 

Mr. Schwarzman is also the board chairman of the John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts in Washington and a trustee of the 
Frick Collection, the New York City Ballet, the Asia Society and the 
Film Society of Lincoln Center. 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/l/lincoln_center_for_the_performing_arts/index.html?inline=nyt-org
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The costs of the $1 billion library project are to be covered through the 
sale of some existing buildings and a $500 million capital campaign 
that has already brought in $250 million, including the Schwarzman 
gift. 

The library is also seeking government support. New York City, which 
owns the Fifth Avenue building, provides about half of the library’s 
$265 million operating budget. It is also contributing $30 million 
toward a $50 million renovation of the building’s facades that is 
already under way. 

The new circulating library will be situated in a vast space that 
currently houses eight levels of stacks below the Main Reading Room 
and overlooks Bryant Park through strip windows. The stacks will be 
moved to an existing three-acre storage area beneath the park, 
opening the way for the space to be gutted and reconfigured with new 
rooms for children and teenagers and ample computer work stations. 
Library officials said they had not yet chosen an architect. 

The plan also calls for a new cafe and information center to enliven 
Astor Hall just inside the Fifth Avenue entrance, wireless Internet 
access throughout the building, refurbishment of branch libraries and 
the creation of two new libraries in Upper Manhattan and Staten 
Island. 

“We’re not going to set up huge neon signs in Astor Hall,” said Joshua 
L. Steiner, the library board’s vice chairman. “At the same time, people 
need to feel welcome.” 

Mr. LeClerc said he wanted the new main branch to serve the needs of 
teenagers working on term papers, graduate students writing theses, 
rare book aficionados searching out volumes and children flocking to 
story hour. “You can grow up intellectually, academically and 
professionally in the building,” he said. 

By making the Fifth Avenue building more accessible and drawing 
patrons from the shuttered Mid-Manhattan branch, the Central 



Library hopes to attract as many as four million people per year, up 
from the current one million. 

Founded as a public institution in 1895, the library has four special 
research libraries and more than 85 branches. The main library had a 
small circulating division from 1911 to 1970, when the Mid-Manhattan 
branch across the street opened. 

Officials said the system was shifting to what they call a “hub and 
spoke” concept. The idea is to create hub libraries with comprehensive 
services — literacy training, homework help, job search assistance — 
and to tailor programs at satellite branches to meet the needs of 
specific neighborhoods. Those hubs would aim to replicate the success 
of the new Bronx Library Center, which has become a thriving 
gathering spot since it opened in that borough’s Fordham section in 
2006. It has become a magnet for young people in the neighborhood, 
most of whom are African-American, Caribbean or Latino. (Brooklyn 
and Queens have their own library systems.) 

“The Bronx library was designed to send signals, both overt and 
subtle, to the community that use it that this is their space,” Mr. 
LeClerc said. “It was designed with them in mind.” 

Based on extensive research, the library system learned that 60 
percent of its users are members of minority groups and 60 percent 
are from families with annual incomes of less than $50,000. 

Officials hope that the Central Library at 42nd Street, with its two 
stone lions named Patience and Fortitude, will become a draw for such 
residents. “The average user of one of our branch libraries wasn’t 
coming to 42nd Street,” Mr. Steiner added. “This new plan is the 
further democratization of that building.”



Comments !
As promised, I am sending what I just wrote up for the Committee to Save the NYPL, 

following up on Monday's hearing.  The new Commissioner of the DDC had printed copies of 
his testimony available to the public and of course I immediately got a copy, read it, and 
decided to look up data for the libraries DDC was renovating.
!
I looked up through the NYT articles describing recent renovations of several other NYPL 
 libraries. 

1)   The new 10,000 square feet Mariner Harbor Library, done through DDC, at

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/12/12/nyregion/an-oyster-filled-with-books-to-open-on-staten-
island.html 
!
cost $12.5 million, which includes the cost of books and equipment as well. Rounding it to $10 
million for the building comes to about $1,000 per square foot. DDC gave $700-850 per 
square foot value for new construction. DDC's average estimates are low but not too far off.
!
2) The newly renovated Washington Heights Library, through DDC, had 13,000 square 
feet,cost $12.4 million, including equipment comes to about $950 per square foot

http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/06/11/staten-island-community-gets-back-its-library-
much-improved/
!
3) The Stapleton Branch Library, SI, also through DDC, got 12,000 square feet for $15 million, 
which included a 7,000 feet brand new addition, includes new equipment.  Cost: about $1,200 
per square foot.  

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/02/27/nyregion/washington-heights-library-renovated-is-to-
reopen.html?emc=eta1&_r=0
!
For additional comparison:

4) Bronx Library Center   - a newly constructed regional library, cost  about $50 million, 
78,000 square feet, completed in 2006.  Cost: about $641 per square foot

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/01/16/nyregion/16library.html?emc=eta1
!
The cost of the renovations, except for the Bronx Library Center, were somewhat higher than 
the averages given by DDC but even $1,200 per square foot, is almost one third of the unit cost 
of CLP.
!
The CLP, at an estimated cost of  $350 million to create 100,000 square feet new space at 
42nd St comes to $3,500 for every single square foot.
!
I hope this strengthens what I and others said in our testimonies on April 28.
!
Thanks and regards,  Vera
!
 April 30, 2014

Veronika A. Conant

vaconant@yahoo.com
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http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/06/11/staten-island-community-gets-back-its-library-much-improved/
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/02/27/nyregion/washington-heights-library-renovated-is-to-reopen.html?emc=eta1&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/01/16/nyregion/16library.html?emc=eta1


 
 

 
STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF UNIVERSAL FREE SCHOOL LUNCH 

PROGRAM 
 

June 6th, 2014 
City Hall 
New York, NY 10007 
 
 
WE ACT for Environmental Justice (“WE ACT”) urges Mayor Bill De Blasio to 
support the City Council’s plan for universal free school lunches for all New York City 
public school students. 
 
WE ACT is a Northern Manhattan community-based organization whose mission is to 
build healthy communities by assuring that people of color and/or low-income 
participate meaningfully in the creation of sound and fair environmental health and 
protection policies and practices. WE ACT is committed to improving the food options 
available to low-income students of color.   There is no doubt that access to healthy and 
free school lunches significantly impacts low-income students of color.  WE ACT 
therefore endorses universal free school lunch for the reasons that follow: 
 

• Students Deserve To Be Free from Food Insecurity 
 

Under the current system, students who meet certain income requirements qualify 
for free or reduced-fee lunches.  Nevertheless, even students who do not qualify still 
often face food insecurity and often skip lunch.  Deprived of a good meal, these 
students may not be able to perform at their highest level.  Universal free school lunch 
would ensure that all students are better nourished and thus able to dedicate themselves 
more fully to learning.  It helps alleviate the economic burden of families who struggle 
to make ends meet and provide sufficient food for their children. 

 
Child hunger not only affects the social and behavioral aspects of children, but in 

addition policy reports have demonstrated that later in life, individuals who 
experienced hunger as children are disadvantaged in the workforce and job readiness 
areas due to drawbacks in education and technical skills. Given that poverty is the main 
cause of food insecurity and hunger, every individual deserves equal workforce 
opportunities to make the economic gains necessary to live a healthy life.  
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• Students Deserve to Be Free From Stigma 

 
Healthy food is unquestionably fundamental to our health and should be a source of sustenance, not shame.   

But the current system exacerbates economic inequality by identifying students by their income levels.  
Students – especially high school students – refuse to participate to avoid being bullied or shamed by their 
peers.  As a result, the current system fosters an environment of division and ridicule, making free lunch an 
embarrassment, not a benefit.  By granting access to all students, and thus eliminating any link between food 
and income, universal free school lunch conveys a powerful message that when it comes to something as 
fundamental as food, we are all equal.    

 
• Universal Free School Lunch Provides Considerable Economic Benefits 

 
Increasing participation will increase the funds from state and federal government, and, at the same time, 

will lessen the administrative burden of paperwork involved in processing students according to their income 
levels.   The result is that more students eat lunch, and higher and better quality food can be purchased as a 
result of greater purchasing power by the City’s schools.  That increased participation will expand the jobs in 
the food services profession and, along with increased federal rules, expand local economic activity.  These 
economic benefits come at a very small price:  the $24 million cost to the City is a fraction of the NYC 
Department of Education’s $26 billion budget. 
 
 For these reasons, WE ACT strongly urges Mayor De Blasio to include in the executive budget the 
funding necessary to provide universal free school lunch to all New York City public school students. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
WE ACT for Environmental Food Justice Working Group Members 
James Burke – Director of Membership and Organizing 

New York, NY Office: 1854 Amsterdam Avenue, 2nd Floor | New York, NY 10031 | Phone: (212) 961-1000 | Fax: (212) 961-1015 
Washington, DC Office: 50 F Street, NW, 8th Floor | Washington, DC 20001 | Phone: (202) 495-3036 | Fax: (202) 547-6009 
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My name is Yuki Endo, Jackson Heights resident and I am not  happy with Mayor 
Bloomberg's underfunding 3 systems of New York City Public Libraries which are 
Brooklyn Public Library, Queens Public Library and New York Public Libraries.
I depends and relies on all public libraries including in Long Island and 
Westchester County.
Please do not support NYPL Central Library Plan, Brooklyn Library Plan.
For New York Public Library, please do not relocate Science Business Library 
and Mid-Manhattan Libraries and merge with 42nd St Library and leave 42nd St 
Library alone.
For Brooklyn Public Library, please do not sell Brooklyn Heights Library or 
Pacific Libraries, including other libraries.
For Queens Public Library, even thought it is unaffected, but it could happen to 
any public libraries.
I have been hunting for every public libraries, taking pictures of empty book/DVD 
shelves where I found empty bookshelves in Queens Library's busiest Central 
Library in Jamaica like this.

I also found empty bookshelves in Mid-Manhattan Library.





Even thought Nassau County Library System's Hicksville Public Library is not 
part of city, but I even saw estimate 12 empty bookshelves at this library as well.



As I google image search “empty library bookshelves”, I came to pictures of 
empty bookshelves in Seattle Public Library’s Central Library in Washington 
State.
Seatle Public Library’s Central Library like this:



If public library buildings were sold to developers, and replaced with luxury 
building with small library space could be like these libraries as follows:



NYPL Terance-Cardinal Cookie Branch- Small Library by steaming hot 51st St (6) 
Station.

NYPL- Macombs Bridge Branch in Harlem River Housing Project- Smallest 
Library and ADA accessible- No Space for CopyCard Dispenser and Copy 
Machine.





QPL- Court Square Library- Inside Citibank Court Square building, which is 
skyscraper with small library space. CATALOG PC OUT OF SERVICE.



Great Neck Public Library- Station Branch- In Shopping Retail Center



Donell Library Center was beautiful public library that got destroyed by greeding 
money eating developers.



Please do not destroy our public libraries.
All our public libraries are like learning center for free where people of all ages 
gets help, do research, use internet for free, and libraries provide free classes.
Even though we have Let's Learn English Classes schools like ZONI or Internet 
Cafe, these places cannot replace PUBLIC LIBRARIES because they are not free.
Some of people cannot afford to attend these English Classes or Internet Cafe, 
because it's not cheap.
Most hotels has internet access, but most hotel internet access are mostly 
restricted to people who are staying in hotels.
Even they cannot replace the internet and I am sure hotel managers don't like 
when people started using hotel internet when libraries are destroyed..
Without public libraries, I never found out about issues regardding public 
libraries, fracking, nuclear and animal.

It’s crazy rule that if I have overdue fine on NYPL card, I cannot rent laptop at 
Columbus Branch or Schomberg Center while other NYPL branches rents laptops 
with overdue fine.



I am not happy with New York Ciy having BOOK BURNING PARTY AT AFFECTED 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES.
In relative to libraries, I know 42nd St Library, Mid-Manhattan, Central Library-
Jamaica and few Brooklyn Libraries are open on 7-days.
I also found out most libraries in Long Island or upstate New York are open 
7-days a week during school years and why can’t New York Public Library, 
Brooklyn Public Library or Queens Public Library to do same and operate 7-days 
a week

Today, I just noticed New Amsterdam Branch Copy Machine is out of service, 
so I cannot refill my NYPL Copy Card because it does not have regular Copy 
Dispenser that allows you to refill NYPL Copy Card.

NYC PUBLIC LIBRARIES NEED TO BE PRESERVED LIKE ARTWORK IN 
METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART OR NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM.
So, I am asking all REAL ESTATE DEVOLOPERS AND ELECTED OFFICIALS TO 
LEAVE OUR NEW YORK CITY PUBLIC LIBRARIES ALONE!!
WE DO NOT WANT ANY LIBRARIES ACROSS THE WORLD TO BE CLOSED.
THANK YOU..
See more photos here.
https://www.facebook.com/yukilibru.endo/media_set?
set=a.253190491495748.1073741906.100004143973561&type=3

Sincerely yours truly,
Yuki Endo
93-05 37th Avenue #5A
Jackson Heights, New York 11372
s89hblr@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/yukilibru.endo/media_set?set=a.253190491495748.1073741906.100004143973561&type=3
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