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Testimony before the New York City Council Committee on Governmental Operations 

Hearing on Resolution 0115-2014   

June 9, 2014  

 

Dear Chairman Kallos & Committee Members: 

As the representative for New York’s 72
nd

 Assembly district, which comprises the Northern 

Manhattan neighborhoods of Washington Heights, Inwood and Marble Hill, and as a co-sponsor 

of Assembly bill A.2448, I respectfully urge the Council to take up and pass Resolution 0115-

2014. Assembly bill A.2448 and its Senate companion bill, S.4142, would allow 16- and 17-

year-olds to serve on local community boards, which in turn would promote civic engagement 

among young people and provide community boards with a fuller understanding of the needs of 

that segment of the population. I hope the City Council will add its voice to mine and many of 

my colleagues’ in calling for the passage of these bills into law.   

The Community Board is the most local form of government, and it serves as a means to give 

residents a voice in decisions ranging from land use to economic development to the delivery of 

government services in their neighborhoods. These decisions directly impact young people, who 

make up roughly one-fifth of the population of the City of New York, but the current age 

restriction prevents these same young people from participating in the decision-making process.  

A.2448 and S.4142 would also provide young people the opportunity to affect change in their 

communities and government, thus encouraging them to remain active participants in our 

democratic process. Sadly, young people are less likely to vote in local elections than national 

ones. This may be due to a lack of familiarity with candidates, their positions and the impact of 

government on their day-to-day lives. Passage of this legislation has the potential to curb voter 

apathy among young New Yorkers.   

As the mother of a 16-year-old myself, I urge the City Council to act swiftly to pass this 

resolution in hopes that it will convince more of my colleagues in the state legislature to do the 

right thing by our young people.   
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As	
  a	
  previous	
  youth-­‐member	
  of	
  New	
  York	
  City	
  Community	
  Board	
  7,	
  and	
  a	
  life-­‐long	
  
resident	
  of	
  the	
  City,	
  I	
  respectfully	
  urge	
  the	
  Council	
  to	
  take	
  up	
  and	
  pass	
  Resolution	
  
0115-­‐2014.	
  	
  We	
  often	
  hear	
  that	
  “all	
  politics	
  are	
  local”,	
  and	
  as	
  the	
  community	
  board	
  
is	
  the	
  most	
  local	
  form	
  of	
  government,	
  it	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  purest	
  and	
  most	
  accessible	
  
forms	
  of	
  democratic	
  participation.	
  	
  In	
  order	
  to	
  embrace	
  the	
  spirit	
  of	
  inclusiveness	
  
and	
  community,	
  youth	
  participation	
  on	
  the	
  boards	
  should	
  not	
  only	
  be	
  tolerated,	
  but	
  
also	
  encouraged.	
  	
  While	
  I	
  was	
  only	
  15	
  when	
  I	
  was	
  initially	
  appointed	
  to	
  the	
  board,	
  
my	
  record	
  demonstrates	
  a	
  strong	
  commitment	
  to	
  the	
  board	
  and	
  its	
  activities.	
  	
  I	
  was	
  
elected	
  by	
  my	
  peers	
  to	
  serve	
  on	
  the	
  executive	
  committee	
  as	
  co-­‐secretary,	
  and	
  
provided	
  influential	
  feedback	
  on	
  the	
  various	
  committees	
  on	
  which	
  I	
  served.	
  	
  	
  I	
  hope	
  
the	
  City	
  Council	
  will	
  add	
  its	
  voice	
  to	
  the	
  growing	
  consensus	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  time	
  to	
  formally	
  
accept	
  and	
  encourage	
  youth	
  participation	
  on	
  the	
  city’s	
  community	
  boards.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  experience	
  of	
  serving	
  on	
  the	
  board	
  was	
  an	
  important	
  stepping-­‐stone	
  to	
  my	
  
current	
  career	
  in	
  government.	
  	
  The	
  ownership	
  and	
  responsibility	
  that	
  my	
  time	
  on	
  
the	
  community	
  board	
  provided	
  were	
  important	
  experiences	
  that	
  helped	
  encourage	
  
me	
  to	
  enter	
  public	
  service.	
  Without	
  my	
  time	
  on	
  the	
  board,	
  I	
  don’t	
  know	
  if	
  I	
  would	
  
have	
  been	
  able	
  to	
  decide	
  that	
  government	
  was	
  a	
  worthwhile	
  career	
  choice..	
  	
  As	
  
government	
  faces	
  the	
  daunting	
  question	
  of	
  how	
  to	
  encourage	
  youth	
  to	
  enter	
  its	
  
ranks,	
  the	
  community	
  board	
  stands	
  out	
  as	
  an	
  obvious	
  training	
  ground	
  for	
  future	
  
leaders.	
  	
  The	
  experience	
  provided	
  me	
  with	
  strong	
  leadership	
  and	
  consensus-­‐
building	
  skills,	
  which	
  have	
  already	
  proved	
  valuable	
  at	
  this	
  early	
  stage	
  in	
  my	
  career.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Detractors	
  might	
  argue	
  that	
  youth	
  do	
  not	
  have	
  the	
  capacity	
  to	
  successfully	
  consider	
  
weighty	
  issues	
  such	
  as	
  rezoning	
  or	
  the	
  distribution	
  of	
  social	
  services	
  at	
  the	
  
neighborhood	
  level.	
  	
  However,	
  my	
  participation,	
  along	
  with	
  many	
  of	
  the	
  other	
  young	
  
board	
  members	
  demonstrates	
  quite	
  the	
  opposite.	
  My	
  colleagues	
  and	
  I	
  have	
  
demonstrated	
  young	
  board	
  members	
  can	
  speak	
  to	
  issues	
  beyond	
  the	
  classroom,	
  and	
  
can	
  have	
  important	
  insights	
  into	
  every	
  issue	
  that	
  comes	
  before	
  the	
  board.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
I	
  urge	
  the	
  City	
  Council	
  to	
  take	
  action	
  on	
  this	
  resolution	
  in	
  hopes	
  that	
  it	
  will	
  send	
  a	
  
strong	
  message	
  to	
  the	
  State	
  legislator	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  time	
  to	
  formally	
  include	
  youth	
  
participation	
  on	
  New	
  York	
  City	
  community	
  boards.	
  	
  
	
  
Thank	
  you	
  for	
  your	
  consideration,	
  
	
  
Benjamin	
  Howard-­‐Cooper	
  
bhcooper@gmail.com	
  	
  



From: Queens Community Board 11 <cb11q@nyc.rr.com> 
Date: June 9, 2014 at 1:52:26 PM EDT 
Subject: RE: New York City Council Hearing in the Governmental Operations Committee 
Reply-To: <cb11q@nyc.rr.com> 

To the Government Operations Committee: 
  
Christine L. Haider, Chair of Community Board 11 in Queens asked me to send this reply 
regarding Reso 115. 
Community Board 11 revisited this proposal to allow sixteen and seventeen years olds to be 
appointed to Community Boards. This was first introduced in 2008. The vast majority of CB 11 
members did not support this legislation. Members spoke against the proposal at that time and 
stated that sixteen year olds are not mature enough nor have enough life experience to vote on 
decisions that affect all of the community. Other members thought that these young people 
should and will concentrate on school issues and may even then have to leave the board to 
attend college.  
  
Susan Seinfeld 
District Manager 
for 
Queens Community Board 11 
46-21 Little Neck Pkwy. 
Little Neck, NY 11362 
718 225-1054 
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        June 9, 2014 

 

   My name is Henry Euler and I have been a member of Community Board 11 in 

Queens for the past 9 years.  I am also First Vice President of my civic association. 

    I was concerned when I heard about the legislation that would permit 16 and 17 

year olds to serve on community boards in our city.  I believe that young people 

should be involved with their community and aware of issues facing their 

neighborhood.  However, I do not feel that most minors have the knowledge or 

background to make decisions regarding cases that come before community boards 

such as land use cases and other matters. 

  When a person reaches the age of 18, they become eligible to vote.  I think that by 

that age, many young people have the maturity to serve their community by joining 

a community board.  Before that age, I would say that those young people who show 

interest in joining a community board should be allowed to attend community 

board meetings and committee meetings and ask questions and express their 

opinions, but not vote on cases.  When they turn 18, then they should be allowed to 

apply for community board membership, if they choose to do so.  It would be to 

their advantage to show interest and some knowledge of the community board 

process before they reach 18, as it would be evidence to those who select 

community board members that this particular person has shown involvement with 

their community and therefore would make a good community board member. 

    I would ask that this committee reject Resolution 0115-2014 that would call for 

the state legislature to pass and the Governor to sign into law A. 2448/S. 4142 to 

allow 16 and 17 year olds the right to serve on community boards in the City of New 

York. 

   Thank you for letting me testify today on this matter. 

Henry Euler 

204-05 43 Avenue 

Bayside, NY  11361-2617 














