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VI SI ON ZERO BRONX TOMN HALL MEETI NG 4
M LTON SANTI AGO. Good eveni ng, everyone.
Please let's take a seat. W're about to begin our
town hall nmeeting. First of all, let ne say I'm
MIlton Santiago. |'mDirector of Governnental
Rel ati ons here at Lehman College, and | would like to
wel come you to our beautiful canpus here in the North
Bronx. [applause] And as an institution that
bel i eves in having good rel ati onships with our
nei ghbors and our community, we |ove to host neetings
where the comunity can have the opportunity to visit
our beautiful canpus. And also to exchanges ideas
with sone of our elected officials, as you will have
tonight. This is the Vision Zero project fromthe
Bronx, and this is the Bronx Town Hall Meeting for
the Vision Zero Project from Mayor de Bl asio, and the
Speaker, and Chai rman Ydani s Rodriguez. A very
i nportant project for the safety of our pedestrians
and our citizens in the City of New York. So,
wi t hout further ado, I will allowthe Chair to
conti nue.
CHAI RMVAN RCDRI GUEZ: What a canpus.
[sic] Good evening, everyone. This is our |ast town
hall neeting fromour town hall neetings throughout

t he boroughs -- through all the boroughs. W already
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VI SI ON ZERO BRONX TOWN HALL MEETI NG 5
went through Staten |Island, Queens, Bronx, Brooklyn,
Manhattan, and now this is our last one. As a result
of all the town hall neetings, | can share with you
that today as a Council we agreed on voting on nine?
Ten. W're going to be voting at the next stated
neeting on ten bills addressing Vision Zero.

So the nost inportant thing is that when
the Mayor, the leader in our city, established the
need to turn New York City into Vision Zero, which
plan is to reduce to zero by 2025 the nunber of
fatalities, people who die every year because of car
crash accidents. He's been working with great
comm ssi oners, conmi ssioners that they are not
waiting to take any tinme nore than saying we need to
act now. So we have our DOT Commi ssion in the Bronx
a few weeks ago.

We have al so the borough President in our
Bronx, elected officials were there, too. So we've
been having the Comm ssion all over. |n Broadway, we
reduced the speed limt to 25 from 220 to 59 streets.
So as we also did on G and Concourse. So as we are
sharing that, we're going to be voting at the next
stated neeting with ten | egislations going from

increasing the penalty to drivers that fail to yield
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VI SI ON ZERO BRONX TOWN HALL MEETI NG 6
to nmaking conpletely illegal for those notorcycles
doi ng wheeling and speeding in our streets.

So by passing that particul ar
| egislation, we will provide nore tools to the nen
and wonmen of the NYPD to go after those notorcycle
drivers and know -- For themto know that they wll
be certain to do six nonths or a year in jail or
paying a high fine if they go through out conmunity
putting our people in risk. So, you know, |ater on,
| will share which are those ten bills, but that's
the nost inportant things. But before any ado, |et
me call our brother and President of the Bronx, the
Bronx Borough President Ruben D az.

RUBEN DI AZ: Good evening. Thank you.
[ appl ause] Thank you. Good eveni ng, everyone. Good
eveni ng everyone.

AUDI ENCE: [l n unison] Good evening.

RUBEN DI AZ: First of all, let nme just
thank the Chair of the Transportation Conmittee in
the Gty Council Chair Ydanis Rodriguez, and all the
menbers of the City Council for what it is we're here
today. Let's give thema strong round of appl ause
for bringing City Hall [applause] to the community.

| also want to thank our Conmi ssi oner who has --
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VI SI ON ZERO BRONX TOWN HALL MEETI NG 7
Conmi ssi oner Trottenberg as she's done an anazing job
reaching out to the elected officials, reaching out
to the community. Being open-m nded about sone of
the things that we |Iike, being open-m nded about sone
of the things that we don't |ike.

And really taking what the community
wants into serious consideration. And |adies and
gentlenen, let's give her a round of applause for the
work that she's doing. | nean she's doing a great
job. [applause] In just the short time that she's
been here -- For sonebody who hasn't been here for a
short time, she's been here for quite sone tine,
there's a Connie Moran. Connie, you' re amazing. W
| ove you. [applause] So that's the Bronx
Conmi ssi oner [appl ause] of our City. To NYPD and, of
course, to the Mayor's Ofice, let's give thema
short round of applause for hosting this. [applause]

And to ny co-host this evening, which is
t he Speaker of the Gty Council. | believe she's on

her way. Melissa Mark-Viverito, who wants to make

sure that the communities who are here -- Let's give
t he Speaker of the Gty Council -- She's also
represented Bronx-Queens as well. [applause] Again,

we want to hear fromyou guys, but this is such an
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VI SI ON ZERO BRONX TOWN HALL MEETI NG 8
important topic. You know, in working with the Bronx
Del egation, with Cabrera, with Andy King, with the
Cty Council, with the Speaker, we've worked on so
many di fferent things whether it's housing, economc
devel opi ng, working with the Mayor's O fice, working
with NYPD on crinme reduction

But every now and then, there's an issue
that really sticks out that we haven't been paying
attention to. And I'mso glad that Mayor de Bl asio
has. I'mso glad that this admnistration, that the
Transportati on Conm ssioner has, and that's
fatalities. Ladies and gentlenen, it's m nd-
boggling. [It's amazi ng when you | ook at the anount
of vehicular fatalities that New York City has
experienced in the last year. And if we don't do
sonmet hing about it, it's going to continue to rise to
astronom cal and tragic proportions. |'mso glad
that the Mayor wote out Vision Zero.

I"'mso glad that we were able to al ready
stand with Comn ssioner Trottenberg and the NYPD,
Chi ef Chan and so nmany others. And the el ected
officials where they've been doing this throughout
the Gty of New York. But we did it in Gand

Concourse where we want to provide a slow zone. But
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VI SI ON ZERO BRONX TOMAN HALL MEETI NG 9
there's nore that we can do, and that's what this
hearing, and that's what this venue and this event is
about. Everyone has responsibilities here. NYPD has
assured us that they're going to do a | ot of
enforcenent with those who are driving their
vehi cl es, who are speeding.

Wrking with the elected officials, we
want to ensure that the funding is there for caneras
in our streets. Certainly, signage in certain areas
is sonmething that the Comm ssioner is concerned
about, and continues to do. But, we also have a
responsi bility as pedestrians, and | know t hat
soneti nes people who -- This is an unconfortable
topic. W're all -- if you re sonmebody who is
operating a vehicle in an irresponsi ble way, you're
going to get caught. |If you' re speeding where you
shoul dn't be speeding, you're going to get caught.
But when we want -- when you're crossing big
boul evards |i ke the G and Concourse, please be
m ndf ul of your surroundi ngs.

Pl ease cross on the corners. So we all
have a responsibility here. | nean we've been doing
things |ike safe routes to schools, car-free Sundays.

W' ve been doing nore and nore bike |anes. W're
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VI SI ON ZERO BRONX TOWN HALL MEETI NG 10
putting nore signage. W 're doing the islands with
the -- so that people don't cross in the mddle of
the streets. so we're doing our part. But
nonet hel ess, when you | ook at the fact that |ast year
alone we had close to 300 fatalities, that's al nost
up to par with homcides in the Gty of New York.

All we want to do is work together. Al we want to
cone out of this is to nmake sure that we save |ives.

There are people have | ost |oved ones in
such a sensel ess fashion. Some things that could
have been avoided. And so |I'mso proud to be here
wth the Commission. |I'mso proud to be here with
the New York Police Department, certainly with ny
friends in governnent and the City Council with the
Chai rman Rodriguez. And I'mso proud to be a part of
the efforts of Mayor de Blasio with Vision Zero. And
| hope that as the Bronx community, we can cone
together. | know that it's raining outside, but as
we nove forward, we can take whatever information we
have that we're given this evening to go out and
share with famlies and our neighbors. So that we
can really lead the city in the reduction of

vehi cular fatalities.
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VI SI ON ZERO BRONX TOWN HALL MEETI NG 11

So, ladies and gentlenmen, thank you for
comi ng out this evening. Thank you for being part of
this discussion, and to the panelists here, we truly
appreciate your efforts in comng to the beauti ful
borough of the Bronx, which | call God's country.

And | want to thank Lehman Col | ege, ny al ma mater,
for affording us this venue.

CHAI RMAN RCDRI GUEZ: Thank you
[ appl ause] And we are still debating his nother
lives in the Bronx or Manhattan, but you know |ike we
don't have the --

RUBEN DI AZ: W took over Marble HII. W
live in the Bronx.

CHAI RVAN RODRI GUEZ: We do not
appreci ate, you know like, you like today --

RUBEN DI AZ: W took over Marble Hill.

W in the Bronx. W put our flags on Marble H .
W did it a hundred years ago, and we did it | ast
week for Bronx.

CHAI RVAN RODRI GUEZ: But if he was a
resident of Marble Hill, he'd say Manhattan first.
kay, so you know that. But now let's get into our
panel. So the format of these conversations is three

m nutes for the panels, the Comm ssioners, and then
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VI SI ON ZERO BRONX TOMAN HALL MEETI NG 12
two minutes for the public. W just want everyone to
have enough tinme so get their input, and whatever
reconmendations the public will share wth us, they
wi Il be used. They've been docunented, and we w ||
conti nue | ooking at those ideas, and see how we can
turn your ideas into initiatives of new | egislation.
So with that, let's first begin with our coll eague,
Counci | Menber Cabrera.

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: Thank you so
much to Chair Ydanis Rodriguez, to the Comm ssioner
Mayor de Blasio, and his staff that is here today, to
ny col | eague And King, who is the Co-Chair of the
Bl ack and Latino Caucus; to the NYPD;, to Lehman
Col | ege where ny daughter graduated from It's truly
an honor to be here, and to talk about this issue
that's really, really inportant. And when | think
about this, | could think about one word and that is
"preventable.” Fatalities can be preventable, and |
think this is what we're trying to acconplish in the
Cty Council along side with our nmany streets. And
"' m so happy to say that working with the
Admi nistration right nowis really a deep sense of
fresh air to be able to conme up with a package of ten

bills together.
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VI SI ON ZERO BRONX TOWN HALL MEETI NG 13
And one of those bills is one of the ones
that | introduced was Intro 46, which will enable
when a traffic |ight goes out, is non-functioning,
that the City will be obligated within 24 hours to
change that traffic light. You could imagine the
potential catastrophe that could take place if a

light is not working especially in a very, very busy

area. | could tell you that it is a scary thing.
|"ve been in accidents nyself. | know what it is to
get hit by a car who's flying. My wife just -- was

it last here? R ght here on the corner of Jerone
Avenue and 196th Street she was just waiting for the
light and this car was just flying thinking they
could just conme down the hill

They nust have been driving easy 40 mles
per an hour in a zone that really should be at a
speed that is conducive to the nei ghborhood and to
just -- M church is just right around the corner,
and to go there and be told your wife just got hit
because sonebody was driving recklessly. | think we
need to change the culture in how we think, and how
we treat one another. And | think these pieces of
legislation and I think these town hall neetings wll

be able to acconplish that. So I'mall in for Vision
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VI SI ON ZERO BRONX TOWN HALL MEETI NG 14
Zero. |I'mexcited about it, and I'mglad to be one
of the sponsors of the bill. Thank you so nuch, M.
Chair. 1'mlooking forward to hearing fromthe
public today.

CHAI RVAN RODRI GUEZ:  Thank you. Counci
Menber Andy Ki ng.

COUNCI L MEMBER KING  Thank you, M.
Chair, and I'll keep it real brief. As the Co-Chair
of the Black and Latino Caucus, we know our
communi ti es each and every day have fatalities, and
crinmes whether it's road rage or there is someone who
doesn't know how to obey traffic laws. So |I'm proud
to be a part of this teamthat's |ooking to pass al
of Vision Zero's legislation, and everything that
Borough President said, | agree with. [I'mhere to
listen. Thank you, and thank you, M. Chair, and
t hank you everyone.

CHAI RVAN RODRI GUEZ: Now, let's hear from
the two greatest conm ssions that we have, sonmeone
that they have shown what it is to be the finest in
this initiative, our DOl Conm ssioner -- TLC
Conmmi ssi oner first, our DOI Conmi ssioner.

COWM SSI ONER TROTTENBERG  Thank you.

Thank you, Chairman Rodri guez and Borough President
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VI SI ON ZERO BRONX TOWN HALL MEETI NG 15
Diaz, and it's nice to be here w th Counci
col | eagues Cabrera and King. W have had a terrific
partnership, and in addition to working wth our
partners at the NYPD and the TLC. Vision Zero, as
was said has been one of Mayor de Bl asi 0o's nost
inmportant initiatives to reduce traffic fatalities
and injuries on the roads of New York. And this has
been an extraordinarily inmportant initiatives for the
de Blasio Adm nistration. W found at the New York
Cty DOT that there's a lot of work we can do to make
our roadways nore pedestrian friendly, to make them
saf er.

We've started to do a |ot of work up here
in the Bronx under Vision Zero. This is actually the
third Bronx Town Hall neeting that | have been here,
and |1've hearing fromresidents all over the borough
about a ot of things we need to do at DOT. W' ve
started an Arterial Sl ow Zones project, and one you
can see right here on the Gand Concourse where are
trying to get drivers to slow down to 25 mles an
hour, to pay attention, and to drive safely behind
the wheel. | think | would like to actually -- in
the interest of brevity -- nowturn it over to Warren

Gardner from DOT who is going to give just a quick
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VI SI ON ZERO BRONX TOWN HALL MEETI NG 16
presentation on the Vision Zero Action Plan. And
hopeful |y the audi o-visual part of this is ready to
go.

WARREN GARDNER: Here. Good eveni ng,
everyone, and | work in the Intergovernnental Affairs
in NYC DOT, and as the Commi ssioner mentioned, we're
just going to give a quick presentation on Vision
Zero. |It's actually going to be playing on the
screen to your left. So sone fol ks may have to just
turn over. So, as many of you know, Vision Zero is
the Mayor's vision to elimnate all traffic deaths,
injuries and fatalities throughout the city. And,
you know, when he first got into office, he charged
the City agencies to come up with a plan to elimnate
the fatalities. And we're just having some techni cal
difficulties. Just bear with us.

[ Pause]

WARREN GARDNER: So, you know, the Mayor
charged City agencies to come up with a plan to
elimnate injuries and fatalities throughout the
Cty. So during its first few weeks in office, he
had the DOT, the NYPD and the TLC cone together. And
we cane up with the 63-Point Plan and -- to elimnate

new traffic fatalities and injuries throughout the
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VI SI ON ZERO BRONX TOWN HALL MEETI NG 17
Cty. So, you know, Vision Zero is not just like a
policy or a pipe dream It's actually a m ndset
change that we're trying to acconplish here in the
city. And it doesn't just involve the three agencies
that the Mayor has charged to conme up with this
action plan. But it involves everyone here in this
room and part of Vision Zero is really to change the
m ndsets of how we use our streets, and how we nove
about. As you can see, these nunbers here are pretty
glaring; 4,000 New Yorkers are injured each year, and
250 are killed on our streets. That's about 11
peopl e per day who are being injured on our streets.
And that's normally due to poor driver choice like
failing to yield or speeding along our mmjor streets.

As | nmentioned earlier, Vision Zero
really involves all of us and not just the agenci es.
So we' ve been back here in the Bronx, and we've done
several town halls here. W've held sone wor kshops
here in the Bronx, and we're doing a | ot of
aggressi ve i nplenentation of sonme street redesigns.
The NYPD is doing a |lot of enforcenment. TLCis
working with their drivers to really change the

m ndsets of how we use our streets.
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VI SI ON ZERO BRONX TOWN HALL MEETI NG 18

One of the things we've done -- we've
| aunched recently here at DOT is our interactive map
where you can go onto this -- to our website, our
Vi sion Zero website, and you can pinpoint where
you' re seeing sonme of the dangerous behaviors,
whether it be a notorist or a cyclist or a
pedestrian. So you can pinpoint on this map sone of
t he dangerous behaviors that you're seeing on the
streets. This is a map of the Bronx. So you see
where sone folks are really making sonme -- they're
| etting us know what's happening in sonme of the ngjor
arterials. So you see that Bruckner is on here and
sonme ot her nmmj or roadways here in the Bronx.

So at DOT we're really doing a | ot of
educati on where we're reaching out to 500 schools and
after school prograns throughout the city where we're
going to be speaking to sone of our nost vul nerable
peopl e, the young kids and the seniors. Because
we're finding that they tend to be the majority --
their victins of a lot of these crashes. So we're
going to be working with 500 schools and after school
prograns throughout the city. W're also going to be
wor ki ng on sone of the major arterials where we're

going to be handing out sone of this material, or
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VI SI ON ZERO BRONX TOWN HALL MEETI NG 19
we're going to be talking to people about sone of the
dangers that they're experiencing out on the streets.
[audio plays] This is a video of our "Cross This
Way" where we're trying to teach people the best way
to get across streets and the safest way.

That's a short snippet of our "Cross This
Way" video. It's part of the education canpai gn that
we're using at these schools. So we're really trying
to get the word, and how people really be m ndful
about how we're using the streets. Another one of
our canpaigns is our Anti-Drunk Driving Canpaign
where the Mayor said it best, when we get in our cars
or after it be a night of drinking or hangi ng out
with sone friends you have a choice whether to drive
or to take a subway or to take a different node of
transportation hone. So we're really trying to
educate people and | et them know that they have ot her
options, and they should use and choose the best
options for them

As we nentioned, the TLC is one of our
maj or partners with Vision Zero. So they're going to
be doing a lot of work with their drivers, and doi ng
a lot of training and sone additional education. And

they're also going to be working primarily with sone
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VI SI ON ZERO BRONX TOWN HALL MEETI NG 20
of the comrercial fleet operators throughout the
city. W tend to see that these are the ones who
really set the tone of how we either drive or wal k or
cycle throughout the streets. So they're going to be
doing a lot of additional work and education wth
some of these groups. And as we nentioned, the NYPD
is going to be stepping up enforcenent in sone of the
areas where we're seeing the nmgjority of crashes
occurring whether that be speeding or failing to
yield to pedestrians. W're going to be seeing a | ot
nore stepped up enforcenent. And the TLC and the
NYPD t oget her are going to be working closely to
i ncrease the way they investigate these crashes. And
the TLC is going to be |ooking at some new
technol ogi es |i ke bl ack boxes and sone speed sensors
in their cars to better help investigate sone of
t hese crashes.

We strongly believe that autonated
enforcenent is a real helpful tool in the city.
Caneras work. They help save lives. W thank the
State Legislature for allow ng us sone additional
caneras this year through sone |egislation. And
we've noticed that this graph shows you an area where

we' ve had caneras in a 20-year span, and we've seen




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

VI SI ON ZERO BRONX TOWN HALL MEETI NG 21

t he nunber of injuries and fatalities have gone down
in these areas. And they're in par with sone of
these other major cities |ike Washington, D.C, and
Chicago. So in addition to the caneras, we want to
al so reduce the speed Iimt in the city. The current
speed limt is 30 mles an hour, but we know that's
just way too fast. And so, we're really looking to
t hrough legislation to al so reduce the speed limt to
25 throughout the city.

In addition to that, we're al so | ooking
at ways to outfit sone of these |arger trucks that
are comng down our major arterials. W're finding a
ot of tinmes when these trucks are nmaking right hand
turns people are getting hit, and they're falling
underneath the trucks and being crushed by rear
wheel s. So sonme of the things that we're | ooking at
are wearing side guards for trucks. And we find that
just sonme of these sinple designs have really
mtigated the anmobunt of crashes that we're seeing.

In addition to the NYP and the TLC, the
Mayor's O fice and People with Disabilities is
anot her partner in Vision Zero. And so we're working
with themto really |earn sone of the ways we can

better outfit our streets |ike using sone audible
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VI SI ON ZERO BRONX TOWN HALL MEETI NG 22
pedestrian signals, and sone tactile services for
those who need -- Well, either have visual
i mpai rments or need just nore tine to cross the
street. W're trying to just make it a lot nore
easier for those folks, as well.

So throughout the years at DOT, we've
noti ced that sone of these sinple street designs that
we' ve made have reduced crashes between 20 and 88%
t hroughout the city. And part of Vision Zero we're
going to be looking at fix the intersections. And
we've already started a lot of this work especially
here in the Bronx. W' ve instituted our Arteri al
Sl ow Zones, and we have three of themhere in the
Bronx in our first phase, and we're really going to
be pushing and nmeking a | ot nore aggressive ways to
make our streets safer and nore |ivable for folks.

So, as we nentioned, some of the sinple
things that we're doing is just basic street designs.
You have a street here where you see like there are
uncl ear markings. W're also going to be working on
like some of the major arterials throughout the city
just to nake thema little bit nore safer and a
little bit nore livable. So you'll see this graph

here we have |i ke a dangerous street where no one is
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really able to see where they're going or where
they' re crossing. The cars don't know where peopl e
go, but sone of the sinple designs we've nade are
just to kind of nake those a little bit nore livable
and a little bit easier to cross.

As you nentioned, we were here in the
Bronx announci ng one of our Arterial Slow Zones, and
we thank the Chairman and the Borough President
because they're sone of our biggest supporters here,
and they hel ped us usher in sone of these aggressive
i mpl erent ati ons that we've been really pushing for
here and the DOT and throughout the other agencies.
And these are just sone of the faces of the young
peopl e who were in the video who kind of hel ped us
put that video together, and really hel ped us spread
the word. This plan is really focused on our future,
and the future of our city. So we're really | ooking
to shape it in a way that's going to help them

So as we nentioned, if you haven't had an
opportunity to do so, we ask you -- we invite you to
check out our Vision Zero website. You can learn
where we're going to be next, and sone of the new
things that we're going to be doing. And you can

al so add your input to where you think Vision Zero




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

VI SI ON ZERO BRONX TOWN HALL MEETI NG 24
needs to be inplenented in your communities. As we
nmentioned, this is sonmething that's going to require
all of us toreally step up and play our roles. So
thank you. That's our presentation. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN RODRI GUEZ:  Thank you
[ appl ause] Thank you, Warren, for your presentation,
and now let's hear fromthe Council Menber who
represents this part of the Bronx, Andrew Cohen

ANDREW CCHEN:  Thank you very much M.
Chai rman. | am Council| Menber Andrew Cohen. Wl cone
to the 11th Council District. | want to wel cone ny
Counci | col |l eagues here, as well as the Comm ssioner,
and our Bronx Conm ssioner. | appreciate everybody
com ng here and having this town here, and I want to
nmake everyone aware that there's a | ot of |ow hanging
fruit here in the Bronx, a lot of things we could do
to make our streets safer. And |I've been working
with Council Menber Rodriguez, and |I've nentioned
many of these things to the Conmm ssioner already, and
" mvery excited about bringing Vision Zero to the
Bronx. W had a great roundtable session here a
coupl e of weeks ago where according tot he
Commi ssi oner, we had nore people here than any ot her

borough. So | was really excited about the |evel of
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participation, and | really look forward to bringing
sonme of these projects all the way to fruition. So
again, | want to say thank you to everybody for
com ng here to the Bronx tonight. Thank you.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RVAN RODRI GUEZ: Thank you. So as we
have Polly Trottenberg, a great conm ssioner and
framer [sic] on this initiative. Al so Meera Joshi is
al so another person that | think those two nake a
great team when it cones to Vision Zero. So now

let's hear fromthe TLC Conm ssi oner, Meera Joshi.

COW SSI ONER JCSHI Good eveni ng.
[ appl ause] |'mvery happy to be here tonight, and
it's -- thank you everybody for taking tinme out of

your day to join what | think is an extrenely
inmportant goal. It's one that people fromall wal ks
of life, all ages, all locations are unified around,
and it doesn't take long to figure out how cl ose our
lives in some way have been touched by a traffic
crash either a fatality or a critical injury. There
are six degrees of separation between all of us.
There's probably | ess than that when it conmes to this
type of fatalities and critical injuries. But | want

to thank especially the Borough President Ruben Diaz,
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Chair Rodriguez, Council Menbers G bson, King and
Cabrera, and ny fell ow Comm ssioner Polly Trottenberg
and NYP who have been amazing partners into getting
to our Vision Zero goals. And thank you Lehman
Col I ege for hosting this.

W' re one of the smallest of the three
agencies that's tasked with the Vision Zero
Initiatives. But we have a critical role because our
role is to change driver behavior, and changi ng any
behavi or habit is difficult. Anybody who has tried a
diet or a new exercise routine this is not sonething
that's easily done. But our drivers are the nost
active users or New York City roadways. There are
over 100,000 TLC licensed drivers. They're driving
Yell ow Taxis. They're driving Green Taxis. They're
driving Black Cars, |inobusines, commuter vans, and
Para transit vehicles.

But the Bronx is serviced by 67 livery
vehi cl e bases, and over 8,000 TLC |icensed vehicles.
The Bronx is hone to over 6,000 Medal lion taxi
drivers, and over 12,000 livery car drivers. The
vast majority of these drivers have good safety
records, but not all of them and this isn't

acceptable. The license -- the TLC |license nust be
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synonynmous with safety. And for us to change
[ appl ause] driving habits, we have to have a multi-
faceted approach. Nunmber one, it starts with
education. W need to give people the tools of how
to be better drivers, and | have to say |I'mextrenely
i npressed in the Bronx because there's several bases
that have taken it upon thenselves to teach their
drivers good driving techniques. | think the
activities have been spurned by Vision Zero, and TLC
has been there to support those activities.

But what's notable is these are
initiatives that are started at the base level. So
that's how grassroots this initiative, this program
is and how wi despread it will be. So education is
huge. Next, we have to take advantage of advances in
technology [bell], and I'Il be quick. W have Bl ack
Box - Black Box technol ogy that can teach us a | ot
about what happens just prior to a crash, and speed
governi ng technol ogy that can signal to a driver when
they' re over a specific speed Iimt. W need to also
have strict enforcenment. Because if education and
technol ogy don't work, then we're going to have to
enforce agai nst those drivers who do break traffic

rul es.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

VI SI ON ZERO BRONX TOWN HALL MEETI NG 28

So we're looking forward to working with
you to get your feedback on how to get these goals
achi eved, and with our partners in the Council and
with other City agencies. And | just want to cl ose
with: The Bronx is home to the first borough permt
hol der, and since the date that that permt was sold,
t here have been 550, 000 borough taxi trips in the
Bronx. So thank you very nuch for being a | arge part
of a major initiative for the TLC. [appl ause]

CHAl RVAN RODRI GUEZ: Now, let's hear from
the Co-Chair of the Vision Zero Initiative,
Counci | woman Vanessa G bson. [appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON: Good eveni ng,
| adi es and gentl enmen. Good eveni ng, Bronx.

AUDI ENCE: [in unison] Good evening.

COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON: Thank you so nuch
to all of you for comng out tonight. | amso
honored to be here. As a Bronx Council Menber and as
sonmeone who knows nmany of you, | want to thank Lehman
Col l ege for hosting us today. | want to thank ny
Bronx Gty Council Del egation, ny colleagues, the
Chair of Transportation, Council Menber Rodriguez;
all of our stakehol ders; the Mayor's O fice; TLC

Comm ssi oner Joshi . I want to thank Chi ef Modnahan,
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and our Borough DOT Conmi ssioner, M. Connie Moran,
as well as our City DOT Conmi ssioner, Ms. Polly
Trottenberg; and certainly to all of you |l want to
t hank you for com ng

It has been an exciting time for us in
the Gty of New York, and when you | ook at Vision
Zero, Mayor de Blasio cane forth with a plan to
really provide a framework to stinulate conversation
about how we can reduce pedestrian injuries, and
unfortunately fatalities across the City of New York.
And this 63-Point Plan really will serve many, nany
purposes: Arterial slow zones, nei ghborhood sl ow
zones; define pedestrian wal kways, and pl azas;
reducing the speed limt across our city; speed
cameras in our nei ghborhoods near our schools.

I"mvery excited that one of the first
arterial slow zones that was announced in the city is
right on the Grand Concourse. Al 5.3 mles of the
Grand Concourse [applause] is now a slow zone. And
many of you nmay have noticed sone of the signage that
started to go up. The speed |imt is now 25 mles
per hour. And so what we have to do is this is
really about changing the culture and the behavior

for many of our notorists, drivers, pedestrians,
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bi cyclists and meking sure that we nake the city
streets livable and safe for each and everyone of us.

And so, tonight is a chance for all of
you as Bronx residents who live and work in this
borough to share with us how Vision Zero can inprove
your life. And | want to thank ny col | eague here
because Ydanis has really been a trenendous | eader.
We have been in every borough across this city. W
were in Manhattan, in Queens, and Staten I|sland, and
Brooklyn, and this is our final stop on the Vision
Zero Town Hall Tour, and | am excited.

This is just our first round. So we're
going to continue to go around, but certainly | want
to thank all of you for being here, and as Chair as
Public Safety, working with the Chief of
Transportation, Chief Thomas Chan, who unfortunately
is not here because of the passing of his nother. So
if we could keep his famly in our prayers, but
certainly we know that while we do all of this great
work, if we don't have the enforcenment right next to
it, then we really are not doing a good service.

And so, we have to nake sure that the
Pol i ce Department has all of the resources necessary

to enforce all of these laws. So, again, | thank al
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of you for being here. | want to thank the Borough
President as well for his |leadership and certainly
thank you again. And | look forward to working with
all of you to make Vision Zero a reality for New York
Cty. So thank you so much. [ appl ause]

CHAI RVAN RODRI GUEZ: Thank you. Now,
let's hear from-- and |I'malso sorry to hear about
the Chief Chan famly loss. He's always been with us
as a true partner, and the prayer for himand his
famly. Now, let's hear fromthe Budgetary [sic]

Matt - -

MATT TERI LOCKET: [interposing] Matt
Teril ocket [sp?] Thank you very nmuch. Listen, it's
a pleasure to be here tonight, and | prom se that
buzzer won't go off for ny three mnutes. Listen,
Vision Zero is a real collaborative effort between
our agencies, TLC, DOT, the elected officials, and
nost inportantly the conmunity out here. | believe
this is the fourth one we've been to in the Bronx.

W' ve had a workshop all over the last two nonths.
The basic line in whether or not we're having success
depends on fatalities, pedestrian fatalities. How
many people in this borough have died kind of judges

our success Last year, we had 36 different
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fatalities in this borough. Over the last two
nmonths, zero. So it works. [applause] Not a single
pedestrian fatality over the | ast couple of nonths.

A l ot of people when they heard we're | ooking for
zero fatalities as an agency, thought it was

i npossi bl e, but they said crine com ng down was
inpossible. | think this is very possible, and if we
continue to work together, we'll get there.

The Arterial Safe Zone on the Concourse,
we' ve been out there. That started enforcenment this
week. Since Monday, there hare been 204 speeding
summons i ssued along the G and Concourse. So if
anyone is driving that way on the way hone, | suggest
you keep it to 25. Al right. Have a great night
everyone. [appl ause]

CHAI RVAN RODRI GUEZ: Thank you. Now,
let's hear froma Borough Director of the Mayor's
Ofice of Comunity Affairs, Elvin Garcia.

ELVIN GARCI A: Thank you, Council Menber
Ydani s Rodriguez, Chair of Transportation; Counci
Menmber Vanessa G bson, Chair of Public Safety; all of
the other nenbers of the City Council. Fromthe
Bronx Del egati on Conmi ssioner Trottenberg,

Comm ssi oner Mran, and TLC Comm ssi oner Josshi --
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COW SSI ONER JOSHI Joshi

ELVIN GARCI A: Joshi, Menbers of the
NYPD, and nenbers of the community, it is not a
matter of coincidence that we are all gathered here
today. It is really a fact of |eadership on behalf
of Mayor Bill de Blasio. W really believes that he
is best enpowered to do his job as Mayor of the
greatest city in the world, when the community is
enpowered to give their input. And in this case
traffic safety and traffic fatalities. G ving
victinms and famlies of victins to traffic
fatalities, the opportunity to give elected officials
and conmm ssioners and | eaders in governnent the
opportunity to provide their input into how we can
make our streets better is a smart, efficient,
progressive way to i nprove the safety of our streets.

And al ready in the Borough of the Bronx,
we' ve seen the amazing work in the slow zone in the
nei ghbor hood of Norwood, which has already had a
decent -- has changed the dynam c there. There are
ki ds that skateboard in the oval there, and they're
able to be a little bit safer because of the
proposal s of the slow zone in Norwood. As well as

t he proposal s al ong East Trenont that is going to
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narrow the streets and slow down traffic as well.
These are smart, efficient ideas that will continue
to require community input. And so, we are all here
to listen to you, and | want to enphasize that this
is a broader sort of vision of the Mayor to
constantly seek conmunity input. So |I'mvery excited
to be here on behalf of the Adm nistration, and |'m
excited to hear your thoughts and your ideas. So we
can make these traffic fatalities the exception and
not the normin the city. Thank you so much.

CHAI RVAN RODRI GUEZ: Thank you

[ appl ause] So now we will hear fromthe public, and
again, nowit's two mnutes. So, let's be -- let's
go straight to the point. | would suggest, |

reconmend t hat people nake their suggestion. And as
| said, thanks to Jonathan Gaffar [sp?], who is
sitting there, and Lyle, | would like to ask you to
give thema big round of appl ause, because they are
the ones that been working on the |egislation that
you will be voting on this week in Vision Zero.
[ appl ause] So a big round of applause for the whole
t eam

So, first of all, translation is

avai |l abl e so anyone who needs translation let's be
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sure that you get soneone in the back to provide you

the equipnent. We will first hear -- call Helen --
[ Pause]
CHAI RMVAN RCDRI GUEZ: -- Hel ene Wl s,

Raphael Schweitzer, and Greg Waters.

[ Pause]

HELENE WELLS: Good evening. M/ nane is
Hel ene -- Good evening. M nane is Hel ene Wlls,
and 1'd like to thank Governor Cuono for addressing
all the issues. And once again, good evening to the
panel, and to the Council Menbers. Wuat I'd like to
address here tonight is to bring nore good police
officers into the conmunities. Mre wonen al so
think need to be brought into that particular job.
Thank you and good eveni ng.

CHAI RMAN RCDRI GUEZ: Thank you

RAPHAEL SCHWEI TZER: Good evening el ected
officials and City officials. M nane is Raphael
Schweitzer. | chair the Bronx Park East Conmunity
Associ ation. So, Bronx Park East Comrunity
Associ ation representing the residents of Allerton
and Pal m Parkway North with support fromthe

Transportation Alternatives Bronx Activist Commttee
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i s hereby requesting that Boston Road, running from
Pal m Parkway to the Northern Borough of the Bronx at
Connor Street be the next roadway to be | abel ed an
Arterial Slow Zone reducing the speed to 25 mles per
hour. Currently, there are no speed limt signs
what soever in that area, contributing to the highway
mentality of drivers who coast at speeds averagi ng 40
to 50 mles per hour. Wile it may technically be
U S. H ghway 1, Boston Road snakes through nunerous
i ntersections that have schools within a one-bl ock
proximty including M5-135 at 2441 Wl l ace, as wel |
as Baychester Acadeny |ocated at 3500 Edson Avenue.
Bost on Road al so contains many six-way intersections
such as Mace and Al l erton Avenue, which can be very
hazar dous for pedestrians.

Bronx Park East Comunity Associ ation
feels that reducing the speed |imt coinciding with
adequat e signage and enforcenent will go a | ong way
towards reduci ng the amount of speeding, which
i ncl udes speedi ng of the B-Line buses down towards
Wiite Pl ai ns; reducing the nunber of crashes, and
i ncreasing the sense of safety of the tens of
t housands, in not hundreds of thousands of

pedestrians that cross Boston Road each day.
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Boston Road is no different from any
ot her commercial strip, including Wite Plains Road
and others. Boston Road includes nom and pop grocery
stores, Wl greens, and numerous ot her shopping
havens. This anmpbunt of pedestrian traffic conbi ned
wi th bunper-to-bunper autonobile traffic leads to a
very precarious environnment for pedestrians. This
all cane to a head, as you may renenber, during
August of 2013 when a car steanrolled into three
storefronts near Porsche Avenue on Boston Road,
resulting in numerous injuries and thousands of
dollars worth of danmage.

| hope that you can all take these
considerations into mnd [bell], and nake Boston Road
bet ween Pal m Par kway and Conmerce Street a 25 mle
per hour Arterial Slow Zone. Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RMAN RCDRI GUEZ: Thank you
[ appl ause]

GREG WATERS: Hi. Good evening. M nane
is Geg Waters. |1've lived on Arthur Avenue for 30
years, and they used to call the Bronx "Don't dunp on
the Bronx." One of the reasons | cane here tonight
was that | don't recall or, you know, so many

Councilmen up here in the Bronx. Any tinme you want
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to do sonething you had to go to Manhattan. So I'm
really happy to see that the Bronx is comng nore
alive, and participating nore in governnent. And |I'd
like to say | lived in China for two years, and if
you ever see a |lot of people on the street they're in
China. | lived in Shinjin and how they solved this
probl emwas they had two fences on each side of the
street. So would the people get over across the
street? They build a bridge. So the people have no
contact with the cars, and | don't knowif we can do
that here, or if our government is willing to spend
that kind of noney. Where the congestion is very
deep or thick, | think that shoul d be consi dered.

I know in Chinatown in Queens, | go there
alot with ny wife, a lot of people there, too. And
they live like they are in China, not in the United
States. And | hope they could do sonethi ng about
that. | don't know, and so -- Oh, | have one nore
thing. | think the center at the Wrld Trade Center
9/ 11 should not be a party place. That is a
graveyard, and it should be respected as one. | know
that Mayor Bl oonberg had a party there. Not good.

Thank you
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CHAI RVAN RODRI GUEZ: Thank you. [bell]
[ appl ause] Dani el Reynolds, Frank Romal o, and W

Al berio [sp?].

[ Pause]
DANI EL REYNOLDS: Hi, |'m Dani el
Reynolds. | work as a volunteer with Transportation

Al ternatives, Bronx Conmttee. And | really do
appl aud everything DOT and the Bronx is doing with
Vision Zero. Definitely, |I've seen the stuff that
Conni e Moran has been working on, and we very nuch
appreciate it. The Grand Concourse, which has cone
up a lot, is still a serious concern. W applaud al
of the enforcenment and educati on you are working on
but since it's our nost dangerous street we do want
you to really pay attention to that. And then

anot her intersection, which is very pedestrian
unfriendly is 177th and Deveaux, which is where the
Sheri dan Expressway ends, and our wonderful new
Starlight Park begins. And it will take you about
four mnutes if you' re in good shape to get around
and avoid being hit by the cars that are failing to
yield. And so, | look forward to everything you're

doing with Vision Zero. Thank you
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CHAI RVAN RODRI GUEZ:  Thank you
[ appl ause]

FERNANDO ROSARI O MWy nane is Fernando
Rosario [sp?]. Good evening. Thank you for com ng
to the Bronx. | want to tal k about the three bridges
that go fromthe Bronx to Manhattan. You have two,
right? Madi son Avenue, and you have the third Avenue
Bridge. | would Iike to see the one in Riverdale
free also. Because a |lot of us in the Kings Bridge
section, it's much easier to go to Riverdale and slip
into Manhattan, and catch the DWBridge to New
Jersey. So | would hope that that can be done
sonmrehow. Gkay. Thank you

CHAI RMAN RCDRI GUEZ: Thank you
[ appl ause] Before calling the other three persons |
woul d i ke to recogni ze Nokal a [sp?] and Matthew and
Johnny who are also a part of ny staff. They also
are taking notes. So we want to be sure that we
don't lose details. Before we start recording, we
want to be sure that we keep all the notes so that we
can | ater on keep on this. 1'd also |like to say that
the Sheridan Expressway is also a concern of the
Council and the City. So we are going to be working

to inprove the safety in that area, too. Now, let's
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go to Eddi e Sayad [sp?], Pedro Rodriguez, and G ace
Lovagl i o[ sp?] .

[ Pause]

PEDRO RODRI GUEZ: Good evening. M nane
is Pedro Rodriguez. [|I'ma cab driver. | am speaking
on behal f of all the people that drives in New York
Cty. | understand that the city needs to be nore
safe for pedestrians, drivers, and people who are
just sleeping in the house, and a car could cone
crashing into it. But there's also issues here that
have been overl ooked. Like for exanple, everything
is being focused on drivers, drivers, and drivers.

"' mnot agai nst the sl owi ng down of the speed because
| personally don't drive fast in ny old car. | don't
have a point my license. |'ve never been pulled over
because of speeding or violating any traffic rule.
But I"'mon the street, and |'mafraid now that |'m
bei ng wat ched.

But there are things here that are
overl ooked |i ke people, pedestrians going across the
street texting, talking on the phone, listening to
nmusic, and all the fines and rules are being applied
only to drivers. And, you have to understand that

there's people here that make a living on driving a
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taxi, a truck, or a commuter van that are now bei ng
insulted with a fine for -- You know, sonetines
m st akes that other people nmake. You understand?
And the fine is not just paying a fine, and go hone.
It includes that suspension of the license, the
prof essional |icense for people who depends on those
[bell] on that |icense to support their own famly.

CHAI RMAN RCDRI GUEZ: Thank you

COW SSI ONER TROTTENBERG. M. Chai r man,
can we just junp in, and then | think probably
Conmi ssi oner Joshi would like to speak. | think just
one thing, a point we want to nmake here about Vision
Zero. W hear what you're saying. This is not just
about drivers. This is about everybody's behavior on
the roadways. It is drivers. It is pedestrians. It
is cyclists. W all have a role to play in being
alert and following the rules. So we're not trying
to just single out drivers, and | just want to nake
that point very clear. And | sone of themlike PD s
enforcenent efforts, and you m ght have read about
sonme of themin the paper. They've been ticketing
pedestrians and cyclists as well. So we're hitting
all nodes, and | don't know, Meera, if you want to

tal k about sone of the cab drivers.
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COWM SSI ONER JOSHI : [interposing] And
think you do raise a good point especially with
professional licenses. It is a source of enploynent.
It's your inconme. So ticketing and adding points to
a professional license that results in suspension and
the revocation --

PEDRO RODRI GUEZ: Ri ght.

COW SSIONER JOSHI:  -- is a drastic,
it's a drastic result. Revocation is a three-year

ban fromgetting another TLC |icense. Wen I

initially spoke, | said we're |ooking to approach
this with -- frommany different aspects. And nunber
one is education because that's preventative. It

gives drivers the tools to learn howto be better
drivers, to not be in a situation where they're
getting violations and getting points. And it seens
that you are an exanple of that. | nean a driver and
not havi ng any points on your license | don't know if
everybody in this room appreci ates what an
achi evenent that is because that's a |ot of mles.
That's nore than the average citizen driver does.
PEDRO RODRI GUEZ: Yes, that's 15 years.
COW SSI ONER JOSHI: Yes.  So, | conmend

you on that, and we are mndful of it. Points are
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given for safety-related violations, and we can work
towards refining our rules and our point systemto
make sure that the focus is on just safety-rel ated.
But when a driver does violate traffic and speed
rules --

PEDRO RODRI GUEZ: [i nterposing] |
under stand t hat.

COW SSI ONER JOSHI :  -- the conseguences
are severe, and severe enough that we have seen that
we nust take action to make sure that that driver is
either tenporarily or permanently not allowed to take
passengers for hire.

PEDRO RODRI GUEZ: Ckay.

CHAI RMAN RCDRI GUEZ: And t hank you,

Pedr o.

PEDRO RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

CHAI RMAN RCDRI GUEZ: And again, this is
what we are looking into, creating a new culture in
the way drivers and pedestrians interact in our city.
And that's why even a sinple suggestion. The
gentl eman say, Wiy don't we | ook in sone area, and
bui | d sone bridges where people can cross on one side
to the other. W should be open to everything. So

think that the great thing is that our Conmm ssioners
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and the Mayor is commtted. No, | think that we have
to always put the human part on this.

As the drivers, not only as a taxi
driver, as a driver, and as a parent, too. | have ny
two daughters, and | have to be thinking about which
side she should be walking with ne. W have so many
stories. So we are not -- First of all, when it cone
to the taxi drivers, one thing that we are going
through with the Adm nistration is to be sure that
there's a dual process on anything that we do.

Second, we are even thinking about can we -- should
we reward drivers such as Pedro that have been
driving for 15 years w thout any point?

So there is -- we are putting on the
tabl e everything that is involving the new culture
that we want to create in the city, our reality, our
crisis. That the first cause of death in New York
City for children under 14 is car crash accidents.

So as we get on this snoking canpaign, and we make a
| ot of progress, it is our tine to say, we need to
reduce those nunbers for children, senior citizens,
and ot her New Yorkers dyi ng because in sone cases a
responsi ble driver did not take the necessary

precaution in order to avoid it.
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In other cases, no driver wants to get
i nvol ved in an acci dent where soneone dies, and we
understand that. But again, we just want to be part
of the whol e novenent cityw de where pedestrians and
drivers, not just taxi drivers, all drivers, al
drivers including nyself. That as an el ected
official I drive fromone place to the other. The
taxi driver, the business person, everyone that's in
this thing. New York Cty can be safer than what it
is right now.

PEDRO RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

EDDI E SAYAD: H, ny nane is Eddie Sayad
[sp?], and I"mreally here to tal k about the
dangerous conditions that exist on G and Concourse
sout hbound express lane. And sonehow I'Il try to
connect themto Vision Zero. And this is regarding
t he new travel i ng sout hbound on the express |lane in
the Grand Concourse. You have dangerous not
pot hol es, but drains there. Wat happens exactly is
it causes the car to go down much bel ow the surface
of the actual road condition. As it goes up, the
bottom of the car hits it. Now, this is not
sonet hi ng personal, although it is. It is, and ny

car was totally disabled because of this condition.
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| have friends of mne who cane with nme. They didn't
believe ne. | was traveling 28 mles an hour. W
went there and we found out that this condition
exi sts between Grand -- Bedford Park all the way down
167th Street. There are seven dangerous spots |ike
that. As we speak, there is a car hitting the
ground, and it causes the peak of the drivers to veer
all the way either to the left or to the right. So,
| have called the 311. There appears to be sone kind
of cover up. They're not doing nothing about it.
There's actually a big denial, and once again, those
of you who know the area, you could knock your head.
It's out there. Wen | was in the Police Precinct,
they knew that this condition exists. Cars are
getting hit, damaged, and there is no report and
nobody is fixing this condition.

And can | nake a suggestion about the

Vi sion Zero, too? Well, 15 seconds. Wat | wanted
to suggest is having it 25 mles an hour it sounds
great [bell]. But | think what the average driver is
|l ooking for if you could make it 25 m | es average.
QO herwise, if there's a congestion, and he's been
standing still for five, ten mles an hour, there's a

good chance he wants to nake up the tinme to nmake it
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to his destination. So if you could make that 25
m | es an hour average, neaning attacking the
congestion wherever you see it like in Manhattan. |If
sonmebody is in Manhattan. He's com ng to the Bronx,
If he loses a lot of tine in the congestion area,
there is a chance this poor fellow wants to speed up,
and to get up there. So | urge you to pay the sane
attention to where the congestion or the traffic
areas area. Because this is howthe drivers wll
think about it. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN RODRI GUEZ: Thank you
[ appl ause]

GRACE LOVAGLIO Wl l, good evening. My
nanme is Grace Lovaglio, and | was going to address
Andy King, but he left because he is my Council man,
and the school PS-76 on Bronxwood and AD, we need --
we have a study going in, | believe, for the traffic
light on Arno and Bronxwood because it's too short.
And a lot of children and parents have to cross at
t he begi nning of the day and at the end of the day.
However, we desperately need anot her crossing guard
on that street. There's one on AD and Bronxwood. W
need one on AD -- on Bronxwood and Arno. There's

over a thousand children in that school, and | think




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

VI SI ON ZERO BRONX TOWN HALL MEETI NG 49
1,100 to 1,500 children in that school. It's a big
school, a lot of kids, and we'd |ike to get another
crossing guard there.

MATT TERI LOCKET: [sp?]: Well, we're
| ooki ng for crossing guards right now W have noney
to hire. It's just a matter of getting people who
want the job. So if you know anyone that's
interested in becom ng a school crossing guard,
especially in that nei ghborhood, we'll consider them
for the assignnent.

GRACE LOVAGLIO kay, can | see you
after?

MATT TERI LOCKET: [sp?]: Yeah.

GRACE LOVAGLIO Al'so, just to comment on
sone of the other comments that were made, for the
gentl emen who was tal ki ng about everything is on the
drivers. |I'malso a driver, and | have not had
points on ny license. 1've been driving for 30, 40
years or whatever, and | don't have points on ny
license. You could have -- If you have no cars, or
you have a bunch of pedestrians texting, and
listening to nmusic, and banging into each ot her,
they're not going to kill each other. A car, when it

hits a person will kill or maimthat person. So the
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onus or the responsibility is on the driver, not on
t he pedestrian [appl ause]. The pedestrians, yeah,
they -- It's very sinple. Hold it. You mght get a
dent in your car, but you're going to crack
sonmebody's skull or kill themw th a car.

So that attitude has to be changed, and
I"mjust going to throwthis out there. There's a
lot of -- we have in the Bronx a lot of [bell] people
fromother countries comng here, a lot of immgrants
comng here. And a |lot of themcone fromdifferent
countries with the attitude -- they have no regard
for pedestrians in their country. So they cone to
this country with that attitude. That needs to be
changed al so.

CHAI RVAN RODRI GUEZ:  Thank you

GRACE LOVAGLIO Wien go agai nst
pedestrians to nme that's |ike another noneynmaki ng,
that's a revenue naking scam or schene.

CHAI RVAN RODRI GUEZ:  Thanks. Thanks.
Okay. [applause] But again, this canpaign we're
going to be doing a |lot of educational for everyone
for the drivers, but it also include also the
pedestrians. So this is |like many changes that we

are expecting to see happening in our city, which
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really involves everyone. And nowlet's call Richie
Powers, David Glnman [sp?], and Greg Hi nes [sp].

[ Pause]

RI CH E PONERS: (Good evening. M nane is
Richie Powers. | have a couple comments about bike
| anes. On March 17, 2010, nmy wife was killed in a
bi ke accident on Crotona Avenue just south of Trenont
Avenue. And she was riding in an area that had been
desi gnated as a bike lane, but it had not been built
yet. Subsequently, that bike | ane has been built,
but the street is not |ong enough for a bike | ane.

If sonmeone is riding in that bike |ane, and gets
knocked off their bike, it throws themdirectly into
the line of traffic.

So | have several recomendati ons about
how t he bi ke | anes are constructed. First of all, |
woul d nove the bike lanes in next to the curb, and
nove the parking -- use the parking of the cars to
create a physical barrier between the bicyclists and
the line of traffic. You know, the parked cars woul d
then create the barrier between the pedestrians and
the traffic. It seens |like you're not going to |ose

any parking spaces that way. |It's not going to




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

VI SI ON ZERO BRONX TOWN HALL MEETI NG 52
affect the flow of traffic. It's just creating a
safer environnment for bicyclists to ride on

And it seens |ike that could be done
relatively without affecting your budget, if you're
going to be building a bike |ane. Because all of the
bi ke lane until is lines painted on the streets.
There's no physical barrier. They call it a bike
| ane, but it's just painted on the street. So | know
t hat bi kes have been a big initiative in the previous
adm ni stration, and | know that it's being continued
as a priority under the current adm nistration. But
| think a lot of thought has to really be given to
how you nmake it safer, and | think that's sort of the
common sense way to do it w thout busting the budget.
But it's a way to do it |I think that is conmon sense
[bell] and naekes it safer.

CHAI RMAN RCDRI GUEZ: Thank you
[ appl ause]

DAVID A LMAN: Good evening. M nane is
David Glman. |'ma 35-year New York City resident,
the last third of which has been here in the Bronx,
and |'mpart of the Transportation Alternatives Bronx
Interest Goup. |I'ma pedestrian. 1'ma wal ker.

"ma runner, a cyclist of over 10,000 mles, and an
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infrequent driver. As a driver, | think the speed
limt is an inconvenience, but that's my problem
It's a good idea.

Three points for you. One, speed caneras
can be quite useful, but it's up to you as nmenbers of
the Council, and nenbers of the Adm nistration to
make sure that it doesn't beconme a tool for revenue.
Parking neters were invented over a century ago in
Okl ahoma City to bring about turnover of parking
spaces in front of stores. They have becone revenue
tools. The last two mayors had used -- had put in
hundreds of mllions of dollars of planned additional
revenue in their budgets for giving out parking
tickets. And it hasn't inproved the flow of traffic
or safety. It's just additional revenue. But please
nmake sure that doesn't happen in this case.

Second, pl ease nmake sure that we increase
our roadway -- our non-roadway pedestrian and bicycle
pat hways. Like the old Putnam Railroad Line that
goes through Van Cortlandt Park and eventually,
hopefully, will also go all the way down the Harlem
Ri ver, and along the Harlem R ver -- Excuse nme, the
Hudson River in Riverdale. Hopefully across the

Spartan [sp?] Island to connect to the 20 odd mles
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of the bicycle pathways in Manhattan. It's got nore
opportunity for bicyclists and pedestrians to get off
of the roadways.

And finally, | recommend you investigate
somet hi ng known as "neck downs."” [It's a technica
thing. You can look it up, but for all of us who
have suffered through this bad winter where all the
snow is piled up on the corners, and cars couldn't
cut the corners, it actually created a safe area for

pedestrians before they crossed the street. They are

actually [bell] cut-outs on the street. You'll see
it in the design. | hope you'll include it. Thank
you.

CHAI RMAN RCDRI GUEZ: Thank you

[ appl ause]

FU YANG Good evening. M nanme is Fu
Yang. |'mfrom CURB, Coalition U ging Responsible
Biking. | just want to thank all the Counci

Menmbers, Conmi ssioner and the Police Chief here for
hol ding this town hall neeting. So | think we should
give themall applause. [applause] So one of the
main reasons |'mhere is because what CURB wants to
pronote electrical bicycle. As of right now, the

Cty is banning all E-Bikes, electrical bicycles. And
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one of the main problens is that we work closely with
alot of senior citizens, livery workers, and
envi ronnent al | y-consci ous i ndi vi dual s.

They cone to us and they tell us like,
Ww, | used to always ride electric bicycle, you

know. This bike helps me go up hills, and it hel ps

me travel like 20, 30 mles per delivery. | have to
do 20 deliveries everyday. O | like the
environment. | want to keep it friendly. And one of

the problens with E-Bi ke or the ban on E-Bike it that
it prevents themfromdoing this. They slap them
with these $500 tickets every tinme they ride one of

t hese el ectric bicycles.

So there were these senior citizens that
came over, these 60-year-olds that always obey
traffic rules. And when the police give themthese
tickets, they feel that it is very unfair. | nean
they really need these bicycles. So it's either for
themto travel about using electric bicycles or they
have to retire to use MTA. One of the problens is
the livery workers in which they really need the
bi cycl es to nove about.

This job is really tiring, and it causes

a lot of stress on your |egs when you have to
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constantly bike every single -- for eight hours per
day. That's a lot. So anyway, | think that Vision
Zero is a great plan. | nmean it noves toward the
future, and |I believe that we need electric bicycles
into the future. | nean, it's not only that Vision
Zero will make this place safe, but with electric
bicycles, it's also going to nake it healthy for
individuals and it's going to be environnental
friendly. | nean who doesn't like that? Thank you.

CHAI RVAN RODRI GUEZ:  Thank you
[ appl ause] Carl os Rodriguez, Elizabeth Thonpson,
Fernando Carrera [sp?].

[ Pause]

CHAl RVAN RODRI GUEZ: 343 West 180th
Street, huh, Fernando?

FERNANDO CARRERA: [of f mic]

[ Pause]

CARLOS RODRI DGQUEZ: Good day and thank
you City Council Menber Ydanis Rodriguez to organize
the town hall neeting. M nane is Carlos Rodriguez.
I"'mpart of a Coalition. So we're here because
el ectric bike they ban right now. But of course,
we're not against them-- about safety issues. W

want safety issues, but we want you to support, to
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| egalize the electric bike because I'm a worker.
on the street. So | used to work for many years,
ny co-workers and other workers they say this
el ectric bike is very convenient. Because we're

working 12, 20 hours a day, six days a week, and

57
I'm

and

t's

very conveni ent for everybody and for -- it's good

for health, too. Thank you
CHAI RMAN RCDRI GUEZ: Thank you
[ appl ause]

ELI ZABETH THOVWPSON: Good eveni ng

everybody. M/ nane is Elizabeth Thonpson, and |'m

from Canbri dge Hei ghts Nei ghbor hood | nprovenent ri ght
down the block fromLehman Coll ege. This side of the
town, we've got an arnory. |It's very congested now.

| f sonet hing happened to their arnory, it would be

worse. W have quite a few accidents. W need a

canmera. At Reservoir and 195th you have school s,

t hree school s over there, and we have quite a few

acci dents over there. Someone who's a school
crossing guards al nbst got hit at 197th and

Uni versity Avenue. W have a stop sign there, but
it's quite bad. W have a couple of fire trucks t
send to quite a few accidents. So we really need

your help in this area. There's a couple other

o




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

VI SI ON ZERO BRONX TOWN HALL MEETI NG 58
stuff, but I will have to cone and visit you all and
talk you all to death. Thank you

CHAI RMAN RCDRI GUEZ: Thank you
[ appl ause]
FERNANDO CARRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
CHAI RVAN RODRI GUEZ: [ n Spani sh. ]
FERNANDO CARRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR:  Good eveni ng everyone. M
specific concern is --
FERNANDO CARRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: -- Part 62 on the
Regul ation? |Is that [In Spanish]
FERNANDO CARRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: So sane title, 72.
FERNANDO CARRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: So I'mhere with ny fell ow
menbers of the Association. Do you want to raise
your hand. [In Spanish]
FERNANDO CARRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: So without regulation we run
the risk of not being able to pick up drivers or pick
up passengers on the streets.

FERNANDO CARRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
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TRANSLATOR: Excuse ne, the gentl enman
keeps tal king, and he didn't allow the other
gentleman to interpret. So I'mgoing to kindly ask
you to allow himnore time to be able to explain
clearly the purpose of why he's here, and what he
really wanted, why he is really against the bill. He
hasn't been too specific. He has sone revel ations.
[ n Spani sh]
FERNANDO CARRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR:  This is our concern.
FERNANDO CARRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: On six points we | ose the
right of driving a cab -- a taxi in the city.
FERNANDO CARRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR:  You haven't really done the
part as far as educate the comunity like with
flyers, and other nmeans in order to educate a
communi ty.
FERNANDO CARRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: Ckay, and we had a neeting
wi th the Conm ssioner, and we addressed the fact that
we al so had to take into consideration --
FERNANDO CARRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]

[bell].
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TRANSLATOR:  Most of the tinme, while
we' ve been driving around the city, we've been having
to deal wth accidents in which nost of the tine, we
are not responsible for it.
FERNANDO CARRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: That's why | suggested to
the Commi ssioner to take into consideration the
pedestri ans' behavi or.
FERNANDO CARRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: They cross the street with
their ears dead just listening to nusic with i Phone.
FERNANDO CARRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: And al so texting.
FERNANDO CARRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: Ckay, you beep the horn just
to et themknow that they are changing, but stil
they go across even when they don't the right to do
t hat .
FERNANDO CARRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: Those are sone of our
concerns.
FERNANDO CARRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR:  And | want you to take those

-- our concerns into consideration.
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FERNANDO CARRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: Ot herwi se --
FERNANDO CARRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: -- in one year.
FERNANDO CARRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: I n one year at |east half or
maybe nore of the cab drivers is going to be out of
wor k.
FERNANDO CARRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: Those are sone of our
concerns, and | want you to take that into
consi deration
FERNANDO CARRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: We understand that we have
had a ot of fatalities.
FERNANDO CARRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: But if you take a good | ook
today at statistics, we, the cab drivers, we are not
part of those statistics.
FERNANDO CARRERA: Gracias [Testifies in
Spani sh]
TRANSLATOR: G aci as.
CHAI RMAN RCDRI GUEZ: Thank you

TRANSLATOR: Ckay, thank you. [appl ause]
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CHAI RVAN RODRI GUEZ: All -- I'msorry,

sorry. Al | can say is that before being elected to
this Council | used to be a teacher, and before being
a teacher, | did a lot of jobs, and one of hose was
bei ng 140 at Garvey Car Service and Bail ey Car
Service. So one thing that | can assure the industry
that as the Chairman of the Transportation Conmttee,
|"ve been working to be fair. |'ve been working to
be sure that there's a dual process. And as the
nunber that has been shared by the TLC, nost of the
accidents produced in the city are not produced by
the taxi drivers. Therefore, we can say that nost of
the taxi drivers in the Black Car, Geen Car, or
i rousi ne, they are not getting so many points
because they are good drivers. And what we are al so
saying is that first of all that particular Intro 272
is an Intro that we are still working wth the
Adm ni stration. Because fromny end | want to be
sure that there's a fair process for everyone. |
agree with that, what you descri bed when we expected
to see sone changi ng of the pedestrian. But also we
want to nmake all of those, the taxi drivers also part
of the solution. And | know that we will be able to

do it, but again, like this particular Intro 272 that
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is something that we are still in conversation with
t he Admi ni stration.

The | ast group are Audrey De Jesus [sp?]
Lynette Arroyo, Melissa Lonba. And we will take
again, two mnutes.

AUDREY DE JESUS: Good evening. All of
you know who | am This is ny third town hal
neeting in the Bronx. Rest assured that they are
listening to what you are sayi ng because | have
concerns at Hunts Point, and recently they just
sl owed down t he wal ki ng pedestrians on 163rd and
Hunts Point is actually working. Today, the light is
Il onger. So | applaud you guys. [applause] Never
mnd that this is a slow process that they're doing,
but they are listening to us. This is naking a
difference in our conmunity in the Bronx. Wy can't
we just have 25 mles all in the five outer boroughs?
Wiy not? Wiy just focus on one area? Make it five,
the five boroughs, you know.

Two, we have to be nore aggressively
ticketing our trucks that double park. | understand
t hey have busi nesses, Fed-Ex, UPS. | was a UPS
driver, but they're inconsiderate to us as

pedestrians and drivers because they bl ock the
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streets constantly all tinmes of the day. It's
i nconvenient to drivers because that's what causes
acci dents. W cannot see pedestrians wal ki ng.
Aggressively try to start inplenmenting those
sumonses on the doubl e parked vehicl es.

Two, the delivery guys. |'m saying
they're aren't businesses, but they drive opposite on
the bike anes. W are supposed to aggressively tell
them be aware of our pedestrians. They cone opposite
them The delivery | understand, but they're
breaking the law -- the rules.

Three, thank you, thank you, thank you
because you are listening to us. That's all | have
to say.

CHAI RVAN RODRI GUEZ:  Thank you
[ appl ause]

LYNETTE ARROYO. Hello, ny nane is
Lynette Arroyo.

COWM SSI ONER TROTTENBERG [ i nt er posi ng]
Sorry, could | just take one -- Sorry, could | just
take one. | want to thank you, too, because the town
nmeeting we had at Hunts Point and hearing from your

group and what you said, | want you to know | did go
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back to DOT and | said, |I heard | oud and cl ear Hunts
Poi nt and Bruckner --

AUDREY DE JESUS: [ Cheers.]

COWM SSI ONER TROTTENBERG -- we need to
t ake another |ook. [applause] So I'mglad that
we're already at work, and we're going to try and do
nore there. | mean we went and | ooked at that
intersection, and we agreed. W need to do nore
there for sure.

AUDREY DE JESUS: [off mc] It's working.
Excel | ent.

CHAI RVAN RODRI GUEZ: But also with the
literature with the Mayor and the Conm ssioners, we
were able to create unified consensus, and we went to
Al bany saying, New York Cty should be allowed to
have 25 mle per hour in the whol e borough. [Cheers]
So this is sonmething that we are working on right now
with the | eadership of our comm ssioners and Mayor de
Bl asi o, and the Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, too.
Ckay.

LYNETTE ARROYO. Good evening. M/ nane
is Lynette Arroyo born and raised in the Bronx. ['ve
been a resident of the Kings Bridge area basically

for over 25 years The specific area that I'mreally
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concerned about is Kings Bridge University to
Reservoir as a result of the club at Ayallah [sp?],
whi ch has been a nightmare from day one on ever
| evel . But when the crowd is let out about 4:00 in
t he norning, you have spillage of people drunk
getting in their cars. You have taxis who know t he
tinmes that the club is let out trying to zoomin and
get passengers along with whatever traffic is going
on. | have personally seen about three accidents
nysel f, and | have seen, and there have been -- W
need a police presence there and we need themto
enforce because | have seen cop cars out there who
have done nothing in front of the club. As a matter
of fact, sone of themare socializing with the girls.
So it's disturbing to ne, and |'ve seen them actually
-- the people trying to get through -- actually going
the wong way on the oncomng traffic. Wth the
weat her getting warnmer now, nore people in the street

MALE SPEAKER: Ckay.
LYNETTE ARROYO -- this is like a toxic
cocktail, and we really need a police presence there

toreally regulate this one area.
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MATT TERILOCKET: [sp?]: kay, Captain
Rorthwaite [sp?] is sitting right over there. She's
the Executive Oficer over in the precinct that
you're tal king about sitting right in the front.
Rai se your hand. She can grab you at the end of the
neeting to tal k about his club.

LYNETTE ARROYO. Ckay. | appreciate it.
Thank you

MATT TERI LOCKET: You're wel come.

CHAI RVAN RODRI GUEZ:  Thank you
[ appl ause]

MELI SSA LOVBA:  Hi, ny nane is Melissa
Lonmba, and I"'mthe Director of Special Projects at
the Majora Carter Goup. | also represent the Hunts
Poi nt Advi sory Board, and thank you guys for all of
the work that you' ve started in Hunts Point. W
still have a lot of work to do as far as the
lighting. W also saw that under the Bruckner com ng
out fromthe FDR, there's on the local |lane there's a
| ot of potholes all the way fromthe FDR through
Hunts Poi nt Avenue, which slows down the traffic a
whole lot. | also nentioned before the lighting in
Hunts Point. One big issue that a | ot of people here

may not know about is the fact that every tinme that a
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crinme happens in Riker's Island, it actually affects
the crines in the Bronx. Every tine that there's
crime in Riker's Island it's calculated into the
crime statistics of the 41st Precinct, and overall it
gives us in the Bronx a bad nanme. So | would like to
advocate for that, and ask everybody here, as well as
the panel to help us wwth that. Again, thank you for
all your work. Thanks.

CHAI RMAN RCDRI GUEZ: Thank you

[ appl ause] Rich Gans, Juan Sosa, Jessie Jones.

[ Pause]
RICH GANS: Hi, good evening. |I'mRich
Gans. |'ma Bronx resident and honeowner, and for

nore than 20 years | volunteered with Transportation
Alternatives Bronx Conmittee in the Bronx. [|'m
currently it's co-chair, and |I'm speaking on its
behal f. Transportation Alternatives conmends Mayor
de Blasio and the City Council for this initiative
and especially for the nmulti-faceted approach that is
bei ng used with changes in the Departnent of
Transportation, Police, and the very inportant aspect
of changing the culture. W support the nei ghborhood

and arterial slow zones, and specifically support the
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request for a Boston Road Sl ow Zone that was
requested earlier.

| believe that four-way stop signs are a
very effective safety neasure. They're often
preferable to a traffic |light because traffic lights
in addition to stopping people, they also get people
to speed up to nmake the light. New York Gty should
be able to decide how many red |ight or speed caneras
toinstall. No driver has a right to speed or to go
through red lights, and we call on state legislators
to nake the necessary changes. And | want to call on
the Bronx District Attorney's Ofice tojoinin this
initiative, and hopefully change its historical
attitude towards pedestrian fatalities. And |look to
prosecute where appropriate.

Now, as happens with a |ot of crine,
there's a very disproportionate nunber of fatalities
resulting fromthe small nunber of recidivist drivers
who absol utely get |icenses suspended, keep doing the
same things. And finally [bell] with respect to
drivers, our position is that drivers should obey the
law. And if a driver hits soneone crossing wth the
Iight, and when they're making a turn, for exanple,

the issue is not they may have had headphones on.
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The issue is that the driver failed to follow the | aw
and yield to that pedestrian. And if the driver hits
t hat pedestrian at speed fast enough to kill them
then they're really conmtting a gross violation of
the aw. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN RODRI GUEZ:  Thank you
[ appl ause]
JUAN SCSA: The nunber one Sosa. M nane
is Juan Sosa.
TRANSLATOR: M nane is Juan Sosa.
JUAN SOCSA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: |I'mrepresenting the
| ndependent Taxi Associ ati on.
JUAN SOSA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: |I'mhere to tell you two
things. | admire the place in which lives are
r espect ed.
JUAN SOCSA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: |I'min accord with all the
nmeasures that you are taking.
JUAN SOSA: [Testifies in Spanish]

TRANSLATOR: The reason why |'mhere is -

JUAN SOCSA: [Testifies in Spanish]
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TRANSLATOR: They have to do with those
traffic lights that you have installed recently.
JUAN SCSA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: And the | ocation 180, 181 or
184 Santa N chol as.
JUAN SOCSA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR:  Di anond and Br oadway.
JUAN SOCSA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: | believe that you should
establish a schedul e indicating when the drivers who
turn left or right.
JUAN SOSA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR:  Because when we are worKki ng
in the area, we have to go a long way in order to
nove sout hbound to nort hbound.
JUAN SCSA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: Maybe like nmaking a
downt owmn schedule from 10:00 p.m to 10:00 p. m
JUAN SOCSA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: O 10:00 p.m to 7:00 a.m
JUAN SOSA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR:  Thank you for com ng here
t oday.

JUAN SOCSA: [Testifies in Spanish]
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TRANSLATOR:  And thank you, thank you
very nuch. [appl ause]

[ Pause]

JESSIE JONES: Hello, ny nane is Jesse
Jones, and | actually live in Harlem but 1've
noticed that there's a lot of -- the nmain problemis
not so much the drivers, but there's nore of the
cyclists going the wong way in the street. So |I'm
wondering what's your approach to that? What's your
approach to solving that problenf

MATT TERALOCKET [sp?]: Wth cyclists
what we'll do if they're going the wong way agai nst
traffic, we will summons them A lot of it's
education. W want to do education. W want to
teach them | nean that's one of the nmain focuses of
Vision Zero is to educate. That's why we cone out to
these neetings. [It's not about nmaking noney. It's
not about expanding the cultures of the city. W
want to educate people to do things the right way.
So we will summons, but we also want to stop and tell
t hem how dangerous it is. And that's why we're
reaching out to the community. That's why we're
going to go back and talk to people. W' ve got

cyclist people here, and they'll go back and talk to
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their people just to try and make the streets a | ot
safer for everyone.

JESSI E JONES: Ckay, and do you have any
advi ce for sonmebody who might be interested in --

CHAI RVAN RODRI GUEZ: [ nterposing] Can
you speak | ouder, please.

COWM SSI ONER TROTTENBERG We can't hear
you.

JESSIE JONES: Do you have any advice for
sonmebody that nmaybe seeking a job with the New York
Cty Council?

MATT TERALOCKET [sp?]: [laughter] He
wants a j ob.

COWM SSI ONER TROTTENBERG He likes this
j ob.

MEERA JOSHI: That's good. | like that.

CHAI RMAN RCDRI GUEZ: And who is your
Counci | Menber?

JESSIE JONES: Actually, I don't know.

CHAI RVAN RODRI GUEZ: kay, find out who
your council nenber is, and | ook for Nokala [sp?]--
| ook for Nokala and Nokala wi Il show you information,
and let's see how it can be hel pful.

JESSI E JONES: Thank you.
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CHAI RVAN RODRI GUEZ: Thank you. The | ast
one is Patricia Charles, Pablo Lorenia [sp?] Nancy
Sawyer, and Juan Cabrera.

[ Pause]

PATRI Cl A CHARLES: (Good evening. M nane
is Patricia Charles, and | live in East Chester
Gardens, and | am part of the DRASNY [sp?] Board.

But ny concern is that we're tal ki ng about the
pedestrian and the driver, but we're not talking
about the anbul ance drivers, the police cars that
come through. They don't have their sirens on, and
then there's an accident. Because | happened to be
in an accident where a police was actually com ng

t hrough. The driver in front of nme had to stop
short, and then | al nbst passed him but | couldn't

make it. So ny car was damaged, and his car was

damaged. | woul d have gotten nost of the bulk of it
because | was behind him | was not tal king on the
phone. | was not listening to any nusic. | was just

trying to get home. So when it cones to those who
are driving these vehicle also, they need to have
sonme type of reprimand also. No one is around when
they do these things. Wen you ask where is a police

of fi cer when you need one, they're not there.
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kay, so ny other issue is also the
streets. The streets are horrible, and I'm not just
sayi ng the Concourse, we're saying all over. These
pot hol es when they cone to fix them they just put a

little on, sugar coat it and they keep noving. The

dents are still there. So they're not really fixed.
So, | nean, there's -- On Burke Avenue where | live,
there's holes where there's a slope, a dunp, like a
hole, and it's still there. Trust ne, people just

ride on the left side of that street because if they
go the right side of the street, you mght go init
and you never know whether to go through. So | nean,
if you're going to address a | ot of things, please
address that as well. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN RODRI GUEZ:  Thank you
[ appl ause]

[ Pause]

NANCY SAWER: Good eveni ng everyone. M
nane i s Nancy Sawyer, and |'m a resident of
Ki ngsbri dge Heights. M concern is my streets. |
live on Sedgw ck Avenue, and Rick Cabrera | believe
he's ny representative. W have Sedgw ck Avenue
going south towards Bailey. |It's very dangerous. |

woul d I ove to see nore speed bunps or maybe caneras




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

VI SI ON ZERO BRONX TOWN HALL MEETI NG 76
there. it's on a curve, and people just run down
this avenue like 80, 70 mles per hour like every
single day. Not to nention Bailey Avenue is one of
t he bi ggest chall enges, too, with people speeding.
When Deacon Expressway is packed, everybody goes on
Bail ey like incredibly.

I'"'m al so concerned wth Kingsbridge
terrorists comng in through Kingsbridge Road. It's
the | ongest one-way street we actually have in the
Bronx, and we have a school at the end of it, which
is PS-360. | ama PTA nenber, there, too, and an
associ ate nenber, and |'mvery concerned that we have
cars comng in all the way fromthe end from Al bany

Crescent, and actually comng into street reverse.

Because they don't feel like going all around and
driving up the hill to conme back in. [applause]
That is very, very irresponsible. | see it at 8:30

in the norning when I'mdropping off ny son in

school .

Cars coming in reverse at 70 m | es per
hour because they don't feel |like going all the way
down, and com ng up the hill and going in through

wherever it is. That's one concern | have especially

when we have a |l ot of children on Kingsbridge
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Terrace, and we don't even have a crossing guard,
whi ch we've never had. PS-360 is in desperate need
of a crossing guard. And another thing, I amalso a
driver. M. Joshi knows nme and Ms. Deval es [sp?],
and pl ease | beg you guys to | ook through to 272 Act
and help us a lot. Because we have very, very good
drivers on the road, and we don't want to | ose our
licenses. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN RCDRI GUEZ: Thank you
Excel l ent. [appl ause]

[ Pause]

JUAN CABRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]

TRANSLATOR: M name is Juan Cabrera.
Good afternoon.

JUAN CABRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]

TRANSLATOR:  Hopefully, this is not the
last tinme. God bless you, and hopefully when tine
goes on, there'll be nore clarity within the city.

JUAN CABRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]

TRANSLATOR:  So, TLC found a ticket from
20 years ago.

JUAN CABRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
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TRANSLATOR: | was going to exchange
papers, and | wasn't able to do nothing, and | didn't
do not hi ng.
JUAN CABRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: | have the papers here. |
want you guys to have an account that --
JUAN CABRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: It's been 20 years now. A
| ot of paperwork has changed and --
TRANSLATOR: [ Converses with Juan Cabrera
i n Spani sh. ]
JUAN CABRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR:  Hopeful ly, the
representative that we have here today can do
somet hi ng about that.
JUAN CABRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: And al so to the respect of
the bus lane -- to respect to the bus lane --
JUAN CABRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR:  -- You know, if | try to
pi ck up a passenger through the bus |lane, | get a
ticket but --

JUAN CABRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]
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TRANSLATOR:  You know, sonetines that
there's the nunbers that there's sonme things that you
can't do, and now these tickets nowadays are $115.

JUAN CABRERA: [Testifies in Spanish]

TRANSLATOR: So everybody have a good
night. God bless you and | want everybody to have an
account of all the different tickets |I have in ny
hand ri ght now.

CHAI RMAN RCDRI GUEZ: Thank you
[ appl ause]

COWM SSI ONER JOSHI: Al right. | have
actually staff nenbers here, right over here that
woul d be happy to | ook at the paperwork you brought,
and if there's assistance of translator that woul d be
very hel pful for us. Thank you.

JUAN CABRERA: G aci as.

CHAI RMAN RCDRI GUEZ: Thanks. [appl ause]

PABLO LORENI A: Good day. My nane is
Pabl o Lorenia [sp?]. |'mhere because | feel great
about Vision Zero program Mayor de Blasio are you
trying this way for the nmain safe the street. kay.

TRANSLATOR: The gentleman is glad to be

here, and al so congratul ating the Mayor Bill de




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

VI SI ON ZERO BRONX TOWN HALL MEETI NG 80

Bl asi 0 because he's working to nake our streets
safer.

PABLO LORENI A: [Testifies in Spanish]

TRANSLATOR: Ckay, if you take a | ook at
the nunbers, you will be able to see that our
i ndustry have grown in spite of the econonic problem
that we have faced.

PABLO LORENI A: [Testifies in Spanish]

TRANSLATOR: There was a nonent that due
to the economc problens, difficulties, we didn't
have jobs. W were -- we went to the TLC. W get
our |icenses, and we got jobs. So now we are
wor ki ng. We have jobs.

PABLO LORENI A: [Testifies in Spanish]

TRANSLATOR: Ckay, and | want to bring it
to your attention and to also to the Administrative
Mayor Bill de Blasio that make sure that we are
preserved our jobs.

PABLO LORENI A: [Testifies in Spanish]

TRANSLATOR: W know that we have to do
our jobs, you know, based on obeying the city rules
and regul ati ons.

PABLO LORENI A: [Testifies in Spanish]
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TRANSLATOR: Ckay, the statistics shows
that, taxi drivers, we are not the main responsible
for all the fatalities in our streets. However, we
would like to bring it to your attention so could --
you rmake sure that when you inplenent these | aws you
keep in mind all of us, the taxi drivers.

PABLO LORENI A: [Testifies in Spanish]

TRANSLATOR:  Vision Zero is sonething
that it could work only if all of us are commtted to
play our roles in a very honest and sincere manner.

PABLO LORENI A: [Testifies in Spanish]

TRANSLATOR:  We woul d |i ke conti nui ng
working in this city, but we need to have our m nds
i ke fresh, rel axed.

PABLO LORENI A: [Testifies in Spanish]

[ bel I]

TRANSLATOR: We don't want to end up
dependi ng on public assistance just because due to
the inplenentation of the Vision Zero plan, our jobs
woul d be in jeopardy, and on every corner we're going
to be watched. And we believe that the
i npl ementation of Vision Zero in a way taggi ng us,
city taxi drivers. Because there's going to be a |ot

of summonses to us that's going to be given to us
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just because of the induction of the Vision Zero
pl an, which includes the sl ow down of the speed in
the city limt.
PABLO LORENI A: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: Ckay, | don't like to end ny
di scourse. Keep in ny that Vision Zero may nean t hat
a lot of the taxi drivers are going to end up w t hout
j obs, and perhaps dependi ng on public assistance.
PABLO LORENI A: [Testifies in Spanish]
TRANSLATOR: We just don't want to see
the taxi drivers ending up collecting unenpl oynent
checks because when we are out of work we have to
depend on the kindness of our neighbors, charities
and ot her agencies who provide help to those people
in need. So thank you very nuch.
CHAI RVAN RODRI GUEZ: Thank you
[appl ause] It is getting now late, and now to end

let's give everyone two m nutes, anyone fromthe

panel. The Conmi ssioner, you take as |long as you
have to.

COUNCI L MEMBER: | just want to thank
everyone again. | thank Cty Council Speaker Melissa

Mar k- Vi verito, Bronx Borough President Ruben D az,

Jr., Council Menber Ydanis Rodriguez, Chair of
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Transportation; Council Menber Vanessa G bson, the
Chair of Public Safety; and everyone on this panel,
Conmm ssi oner Trottenberg; Bronx DOT Commi ssi oner
Moran; NYPD, TLC, and all of the -- everyone here
that participated. Your input was greatly
appreciated, and we will definitely continue the
conversation in the nonths and years to cone. Thank
you so nuch

CHAI RMAN RCDRI GUEZ: Thank you
[ appl ause]

COWM SSI ONER JOSHI ;@ Thank you everybody
for com ng here tonight, and especially for those who
spoke and shared with us sone of their concerns
publicly, which is no small feat. So thank you very
much, and | heard especially the concerns from many
of the TLC |licensees about how points are assessed,
and we do have an opportunity to | ook at our rules
and determ ne whet her point valuations are
appropriate especially for rules that are not safety-
related. And that's sonmething that we will undertake
as part of a larger review process. And we'll also
be working closely with Chair Rodriguez to make sure

that any legislation related to Vision Zero does not
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over shadow t he due process rights of the driver. So
t hank you very nuch. [appl ause]

MATT TERI LOCKET: So, as an agency, thank
you for comng here tonight. W |ooking forward to
working with you. Again, we want to reach that
ultimate goal of Vision Zero. So we want to continue
this work. It's just the beginning. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER TROTTENBERG | want to
t hank you all, too, for comng out. From DOT's point
of viewit has been great. W're working, wth not
only the residents and the community Boards of the
Bronx, but sone of the great elected officials you
have up here. And we have two terrific | eaders, and
we have [appl ause] Chai rwoman G bson and Chair nman
Rodriguez. W have formed such a great partnership
with them and we've taken a | ot of great incom ng
fromthe town halls, fromthe workshops. And we're
really going to put what we've |earned in practice,
and hopefully nmake our streets safer. So thank you.
[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON:  Thank you so
much, Bronx. Once again, you always cone through and
you nmake ne so proud to work with you, to represent

you. And again, | want to first thank Mayor de
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Blasio for the vision of Vision Zero, and recogni zing
that we collectively have to do sonething. And so,
when | | ook at this canpaign that we have started,
["mtruly, truly honored because | can say that al
of these agencies have really cone together. They
have hosted workshops in the conmunities in every
borough. They have listened and started to nake a
| ot of those changes, as you have heard tonight. So
this canpaign is about education. |It's about
enforcenent. 1t's about partnership, planning and
with a purpose. And | want to recogni ze the
community residents, and all of the advocates |ike
Transportation Alternatives, Safe Streets, Famlies
for Safe Streets, and everyone that really does so
much work around street enhancenent.

It truly does make a difference, and
al though we have a | ong road ahead, | am al ways
optim stic because we all recognize that we all have
arole to play, and this is about providing safety
for all New Yorkers in every formand fashion. And
again, | really want to thank Council Menber
Rodri guez because he has nade this a major priority.
He has denonstrated his comm tnent. He has been

there as well as our DOT Conmi ssioner. W' ve
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travel ed across the entire city, and we're going to
continue to do that so we can hear from each and
every one of you. So thank you Bronx for com ng out.
God bl ess you, and | 1 ook forward to working with
you. [appl ause]

CHAI RVAN RODRI GUEZ: Thank you. On that,
| would like to thank like the translation teamthat
is doing a great job. [applause] Eddie and Phi
fromthe -- starting out fromthe Council and al so
fromthe conmunity engagenent Yvonne, Mealy [sp?],
Carl os because they've been working. And especially
to George who is |ike doing the first round. So
let's give thema big one of applause. [applause]
You know, this is uni-salsa [sp?] This is sun and it
like Calle Linda, right?

So when | see the taxi drivers |like your
faces reflect, you know, that this work is in our
city. You know, if you choose to do a career, and |
know t hat during those hours that you' ve got to work,
and a former driver that I was, | know they got to be
wor ki ng 60 hours a week in order to make six or seven
hundred dollars a week. And you are the ones who are
rai sing the next engineer, and the next doctor, the

next architect, or the next council menber or mayor.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

VI SI ON ZERO BRONX TOWN HALL MEETI NG 87

So we value. W know the contribution
that you nake. But | also know that you understand
it, and those of you -- nobst of our workers in the
taxi industry, you respect the law. You do a good
job, but this is about, you know, our nother. This
is about our children. This is about the crisis that
is affecting our city. Again, the first cause of
death in New York City for children under 14 is not
drugs. It's not guns. |It's car crash accidents.

[ Speaks Spanish.] Drivers in general.

So when it cones to the taxi driver
industry, as | said before, I wll always be fair as
the Conmmi ssioner is. And no one will be going after
the taxi drivers. Like, you know, when you | ook at
the ten bills of Vision Zero, that's only two bills
that are related to the taxi driver industry. The
ot her eight has nothing to do. |It's about safety,

i nproving the redesigning of our streets. [It's about
increasing the penalties to whoever fairs to yield.

Because, as you know, we had to
understand that. W have to make the city safer than
what it is today. So wth that, thank you to
everyone, and your idea will be translated into a

potential initiative, new legislation. It is only
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working together. 1'd like to thank al so the nen and
wonen of the NYPD who are here. As | said today, we
[ appl ause] can go out and be big having a different
opi nion, but at the end of the days as the father
that I am | want nmy daughters to wal k safe in our
streets. So let's keep working together. G acias.

[ appl ause]
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