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BROOKLYN TOWN HALL MEETI NG 3

[ gavel ]

ABE FRI EDVMAN: For those who don’t know
ny name i s Abe Friedman. |’ mthe intergovernnental
Director for Brooklyn Borough Hall for the Borough
Presi dent who’s on the way. | would |like to wel cone
each and all of you to borough hall for this
speci al occasion with the neet and greet town hal
with all the council nmenbers who are | ate of
transportation and of course our counterparts in
DOT and NYPD. | would like to quote what the
borough president said after the tragedy, an
accident a few weeks ago. And he said no matter if
you get killed by a gunshot or by a car vehicle al
Brookl ynites suffer. And I think tonight we wll
have an opportunity to of course hear fromthe
Transportation Departnment, the NYPD and Counci
Chair of what we can do to reduce of course
fatalities and inprove pedestrian safety. | think
the mayor is to given credit for form ng the Vision
Zero which will continuously be enforced and
di scussed by sone of you in the crowd. And |I'm
hopi ng that all of you will find tonight a hel pful
event. The borough president is on the way so we

wi Il continue our programw th Council Menber
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BROOKLYN TOMWN HALL MEETI NG 4

Rodri guez who is the Chair of Transportation, New
York City Council. | would like to bring himup to
the podiumfor a mnute or...Ckay, thank you so nuch
agai n.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: First of all
t hank you everyone for taking this evening to be
here. This is a inportant forum conversati on where
this is our second one. Even though we upl oad al
the other town hall neeting that has been happeni ng
and many to cone we decided for, with the
| eader ship, our Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito to do
one town hall neeting in each borough. The first
one was in John Jay, the second one is taking place
here then we will go to Queens, Staten Island, and
the Bronx. And at the end of those five town hal
neeting we...First of all this neeting had been
officially recorded as we did it at John Jay. And
our plan is to produce, to add another, other
i deas, all the suggestion that can...reach Vision
Zero plan, a great initiative |led by our Mayor Bill
de Blasio. So what we are hoping to do is to
enpower our city. Vision Zero will be a reality
only as, only if everyone of us fromthe

governmental side, fromthe conmunity advocate,
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BROOKLYN TOMWN HALL MEETI NG 5
fromthe average New Yorker, fromthe NYPD,
teachers, everyone understand that it is our
responsibility to be sure that we address a nmjor
crisis that is affecting our city. | have two
daughters a seven years old and a 13 nonth. And |
know that having the first cause of death in our
city children being a victimof car crash accidents
is sonmething that I know that everyone, is aware in
how he had brought all New Yorkers together. And we
are commtted with the literacy with the mayor to
address the issue and to eradicate that first cause
of death in New York City especially for children
because they are our future and it’s possible is is
due and we are working new days in our city where
we are working closer, where the city agencies, our
conmi ssioners, our elected official, our |leaders in
the NYPD, and teachers, and conm ssioner have, it
has commtted to, to address this inportant issue.
Qur plan is to have the opportunity where everyone
who want to give their input but all the
| egislation, their, a reaction to what has been
proposed to have the opportunity to do it. W did
it in June, in John Jay where there were two

m nutes for our elected officials and one m nutes
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BROOKLYN TOMWN HALL MEETI NG 6
for our participants. And we did it very well. In
one mnutes everyone...First of all we did it very
brief and the public also had the opportunity to
conme, take the mcrophone...W would Iike to hear
new i deas, new suggestion. And if anybody el se
al ready has address, has shared sone ot her ideas
here’s give the opportunity to sonebody el se.
Because it’s like, and | was |ike seven what, seven
15, seven 20 | thinks, seven 15. So with that this
is forumfor all of you to come and give us the
opportunity. W don’'t want to take nore tine. W
agreed that there’s a major crisis affecting our
city, having the first cause of death especially
for children who being victimof car crash
accidents. | think that that’s enough for all to
say let’s cone together, let’s work together.

Vi sion Zero already has been taking place. DOT and
the NYPD and, and DOC, everyone already had to
concern a step toward the inplenmenting Vision Zero.
But we would like that at the end of the 5'" a town
hall neeting to cone back to you and report on sone
| egislation probably it will open a new day in New
York City where new | egislation also can be a type

of participatory |egislation forum where




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

BROOKLYN TOMWN HALL MEETI NG 7
| egi slation al so can be produced fromthe fl oor,
from peopl e that cone and bring good and i nportant
ideas. So with that | would like to first call ny,
ny col |l eagues in governnents and from Manhattan you
know now Brooklyn is a hot spot. So everyone is
tal ki ng about Brooklyn and the mayor you know from
Brooklyn I was here when we were in the |ast day
maki ng Melissa Mark-Viverito our speaker for New
York City, the New York City Council and there is,
wi th her | eadership that we are holding this
hearing too. So with that I would like first to
call ny coll eague Council Menber Centile.

COUNCI L MEMBER CGENTI LE: Thank you
Chai rman Rodri guez and wel conme back to Brookl yn.
It’s good to have you back and Commi ssi oner
Trottenberg and Chief Chan thank you for being part
of this forumhere tonight. And to everyone out
there you know recently we had reports that the
popul ati on of Brooklyn has grown to about 2.5
mllion people. And it’s clear to all of us who
live here that it is a crowded place and pedestri an
safety is becom ng nore and nore of a issue as the
popul ati on continues to grow in our area and

certainly vehicular trafficis, is plentiful. And
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BROOKLYN TOMWN HALL MEETI NG 8

that’s why I'ma little bit disappointed in, in
| earning that the funding for, for, for speed
caneras around schools was not included in the
state budget that was just passed. And that’s
di sappoi nting. But | am encouraged by the fact
that’ s, our speaker of the assenbly Shelly Silver
has i ntroduced | egislation to add 140 of those
caneras around the school zones. So if that
| egi slation passes we will have that as reality. So
| et’s hope that that |egislation does go forward
before this session is over. W as our chairman has
said want to hear fromyou. And that’s what the
forumis about. | see a lot of ny coll eagues
starting to fill in here so I'll, "Il finish by
just saying thank you very nuch there are issues
and sonme of the issues may be particular to certain
parts of the borough but we want to hear so, is
those i ssues and cone up with a vision for, for
Br ookl yn. Agai n thank you

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you...
Counci | Menmber Gentile. Now let’s the opportunity
to...Now say they, then also first of all you know

let’s work on our Manhattan Borough President
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BROOKLYN TOMN HALL MEETI NG 9

Counci | Menber, our Borough Brooklyn Borough

Presi dent ...

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: | got it. | got
it. I got...] got it.

[l aught er]

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Bor ough
Presi dent Adam back, first now let’s call our
Counci | Menber Deutsch.

COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH: Thank you very
much Chair Rodriguez. First of all | think, are you
getting a doubl e salary now?

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH: No? (Ckay. First
of all I want to take this opportunity to thank
everyone for being here today, tonight. And
Counci | man Rodriguez is, has a very strict two
m nute gui deline of the speakers. And you're the
second person that gave ne two mnutes. My wife
gave ne two mnutes to take out the garbage.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH: Now | want to,
| want to say that in ny district, the 48 counci

district we already had three fatalities over the
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BROOKLYN TOMWN HALL MEETI NG 10
| ast few nonths. And it’s very unpl easant when
visited these famlies to see what they, what they
go through. It’s very, you know it’s, it’s just
wat chi ng them you know brings you to tears. And
soneti mes people don't realize that when they're
driving, and even if someone does not cause a
fatality but an injury, they don’t realize what
affect this does on not only that person, on the
famlies, on the friends, on the acquai ntances, on
t heir neighbors. So we need to focus and, and I'’m a
strong supporter of Vision Zero and |I’ma proud
supporter. And by the way | did a study and we
found that nost people that cone to the Vision Zero
town hall neetings, they' re reckless drivers,
you're all getting a sumons here. They want to see
what kind of enforcenments we’'re going to be doing.
But this is sonething, we want to listen to the
community, we want to hear your concerns. No one,
nobody knows their conmunity better than you do.
You know your street corners, you know the
dangerous intersections. Al though we have a great
comm ssi oner, our DOT conm ssioner and borough
comm ssi oners but again no one knows your

communi ty, no one knows your street corners better
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BROOKLYN TOMWN HALL MEETI NG 11
than you do. And that’s what we’'re here for. W
want to listen to you, we want to listen to your
concerns, want to listen to your issues, want to
hear what intersections, what streets, what needs
to be, what needs inprovenent, and what initiatives
we can take as elected officials as well as the
police departnent to i nprove our streets. So again
| want to thank you all for being here tonight.
It’s, it’s very inportant, not just for, for ne as
t he Council Menber represent the 40 counci
district inthe city of New York but I want to
t hank you on behal f of your friends, your
nei ghbors, and the people who are not here tonight.
So | hope you'll pass the nessage, the nessage on
that you'll, we’'ll be hearing from from sonme of
our speakers. So thank you again. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you. Now
| et’s hear Council Menber Menchaca.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA: Buenas tardes,
buenos noches. My nane is Carl os Menchaca, Counci
Menber for district 38 Sunset Park and Redhook. Do
| have any Redhook, Sunset Park residents in the
house? kay, | saw sone hands. She’s not going to

come up. Ckay, so, |, I'm you’ ve already heard so




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

BROOKLYN TOMWN HALL MEETI NG 12
much of what, what we’'re here to do. W’ re al
concerned about our streets. They need to be safer.
W need to be able to have livable streets. And we
need to bring the creativity of so many of our, our
residents that understand themto the table which
is why we're here today. So great to see NYPD here.
So great to see our Conmm ssioner Trottenberg here
and our Chair Ydanis Rodriguez. W need to get him
out to Brooklyn nore so we can, we can nake sure
that, that he represents it in the best way. But
our Brooklyn Council Menbers are very very
concerned and we want to make sure that you' re at
the table. And specifically because you need to
shape this. W re here not just today but we're
also in our district offices to nmake sure that we
conti nue that conversation. W don’t want to stop
that conversation today. So let’s just get it back
to you. W want to hear fromyou and our
presenters. And I'll say that I'mcomitted to
maki ng sure visions, Vision Zero works for you.
Thank you

CHAI RPERSON RCODRI GUEZ: Thank you. But
you know, | know that | am safe here in Brooklyn.

You know ny brother he and I we know each ot her
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BROOKLYN TOWN HALL MEETI NG 13
like for 20 years so |like we been working like for
a long period of tinme together before we got
elected to office. So we know that we, and we are
here like commtted to work as a team but before I,
| call the DOT to do a presentation | want to give
a big round of applause to the men and wonan of the
NYPD who are here with us.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: | al ways say
that even though | participate in civil
di sobedi ence at the end of the day |I need to be
sure that ny two daughters who walk in the street
safe so they know that you are the one who keep our
city safe. So thank you for the work that you do in
our city. Now let’s hear from our Comn ssioner from
t he DOT comm ssi oner who be doing a great job,
soneone that from day one she, she has shown us
that she is a | eader that believe in inclusion and
she been listening to us and have no doubt that the
year that she will serving as a conm ssioner she
going to be doing a great job. So let’s...wth a big
round of appl ause Comm ssioner Trottenberg.

[ appl ause]
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BROOKLYN TOMWN HALL MEETI NG 14

COWM SSI ONER: Thank you. Is this on
yes it’s on. Thank you Chai rnman Rodri guez and, and
Bor ough President Adans and Council Menbers CGentile
and Deutsch and Manchaca for being here. And thank
you for your |eadership. And this is an amazi ng
turn out. | knew Brooklyn woul d have the biggest
crowd. And sure enough you have produced it.

[ appl ause]

COM SSIONER: |, | also want to thank
ny DO teamthat’s here, our Borough Conmm ssioner
Joe Palmieri our Deputy Conm ssioner Keith Bray who
| think is in the back. It is wonderful to...how
partners |like the NYPD but | have a terrific team
at DOT that has been hard at work on Vision Zero. |
al so want to echo sonething that the Chairnmn said.
| mean obviously | want to give our synpathies to
the famlies here in Brooklyn who' ve | ost |oved
ones. It is a very painful experience and it is
part of what is driving us in Vision Zero. They're
the reason that we are here tonight. And | happen
to say at DOT over the past few years you ve done a
| ot of work on pedestrian oriented projects and
designs. And | think we’ve already been hard at

wor k on making our streets safer. Sonme of the
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BROOKLYN TOMWN HALL MEETI NG 15
projects we’ ve done in boroughs all over the city
we’' ve reduced fatalities anywhere from20 to 88
percent. And we’ve done a | ot of common sense
changes to intersections, shortening crossing
di stances, inproving visibility and predictability,
and meki ng sure that everyone who uses the streets,
pedestrians, drivers, cyclists, busses, they know
where they’ re supposed to be on the road. As, as
Counci | Menber Gentile nmentioned Brooklyn now
hitting 2.5 mllion people we’ve been doing a | ot
of work in the borough, we have a lot nore to do
and have done sonme work in Park Slope, on Fourth
Avenue, calmng traffic, cal mng on Pennsyl vani a
Avenue. But with Vision Zero part of our goal this
year that the mayor has tasked us with is going
even further and doing even nore. And sone of the
t hi ngs we’ve been tal ki ng about and you' |l hear a
presentation tonight, one that | knowis a big
interest here in Brooklyn doing sone rea
aggressi ve strategies on 20 farve [phonetic], 25
big arterials throughout the streets, streets |ike
Atl anti c Avenue sl ow ng down speeds, doing traffic
calmng. W know that it’s going to make a huge

di fference around the city. We’re going to put in




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

BROOKLYN TOWN HALL MEETI NG 16
nore speed hunps, better lighting. We're going to
do a terrific ad canpaign. W re going to 500
school s per year. W' re going to be working with
vul nerabl e groups on the street; seniors, children,
people with disabilities to make sure that we're
doi ng street designs that are going to neet their
needs and ensure their safety. And as was nentioned
we are going to also be working with our partners
up in Albany. W are commtted to seeing if we can
get nore local control for the city in ternms of
speed caneras and setting our own speed limt.
Those are trenendously inportant things for safety.
So thank you again. | really want to thank the
speaker and, and Chai rman Rodriguez for having
these town hall neetings all over the city. W are
really looking forward to your comments and this is
just a fantastic turnout so I'’mso glad to see you.
|’ mnow going to turn it over to Warren Gardner at
DOT. He’s going to just give a quick overview of
what the whole Vision Zero action plan is. So thank
you.

[ appl ause]
WARREN GARDNER: Thank you Commi ssi oner

|’mjust going to give you all a brief overview of
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BROOKLYN TOMWN HALL MEETI NG 17
the Vision Zero Action Plan. So as you know Vi sion
Zero is Mayor de Blasio' s revision to, to eradicate
the traffic fatalities on our city streets. It's a
bol d anbitious exciting vision but it’'s very
attai nabl e. You know we at DOT and the other
agenci es believe that there are no acceptabl e
| evel s of crashes on our streets so during his
first few days of, in office the mayor has charged
the DOT, the NYPD, the TLC [sp?] and several other
city agencies to conme up with a, with a plan of
action to, to help stop these crashes on our
streets. So because of that we cane up with a 63
poi nt plan which we have sonme copies of in the back
that you can always take with you on your way out.
As we nentioned you know Vision Zero is not just
you know a dreamor a policy that the mayor has put
forward. It’s actually nore of a m ndset change.
And you know we think that this is the, the
i npertinence of how we are going to see Vision Zero
come to fruition. We really have to change the way
we | ook at how we nove around in, on the streets,
you know whet her we’'re drivers, cyclists, or
pedestrians. And another thing that we really have

to kind of ook at is how we view these col |li sions.
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BROOKLYN TOMWN HALL MEETI NG 18
You know we call them accidents but they re not
acci dents. You know acci dents can be prevented. But
you know these are, these are crashes and this you
know if we start to really view them as crashes, as
things that can be prevented we can change the
m ndset of how you know we nove around in the
streets. You know 30 years ago it was okay for, you
know you to go out after work or on a Friday with
some friends and coworkers and have a drink and
just get in your car and drive away. But nowit’s
agai nst the law. And we changed those |laws first by
changi ng the m ndset of how we view these | aws. And
that’s what we're really trying to get to with
Vi sion Zero. So you know as you can see you know
t he nunbers are glaring. You know you have 4, 000
New Yorkers who are severely injured al ong our
streets and you know roughly 250 who are kill ed.
And you know 4, 000 people that’s, that’s, you know
it’s alnost 11 people per day or seriously injured
in crashes on our streets. And a lot of this is due
to you know poor driver choice, you know whet her
it'’s failing to yield to a pedestrian or, or
speedi ng. You know we found those to be like the

primary causes of a lot of these crashes. So in
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BROOKLYN TOWN HALL MEETI NG 19
order for Vision Zero to work we really need not
just the agencies that the nmayor has charged in
order to get this done but we need everybody here
in this roomand in our communities. You know we
need all the civic | eaders, all the, all the
community | eaders, and all, just all the concerned
citizens in our city to really cone together. So
you know we’re going to be com ng back to Brooklyn.
W' re going to really be getting nore involved. And
we want you guys to really help us pinpoint those
areas throughout the city but primarily in your
nei ghbor hoods and your corridors where you think
Vi sion Zero needs to be inplenmented. W're al
going to be doing sone work in some of our schools
and our senior centers. You know we’'re trying to
get to you know kids while they' re younger and try
to really educate them about the dangers of our
streets. So this is you know one of the canpaigns
that we’re conducting now. W’ ve already started
this week where we’re going to be handi ng out
flyers |ike these at sone of the major crash
corridors that we’ ve seen through the city. W
started already this week and we’ ve seen that they,

the reception on these has been, has been
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BROOKLYN TOMWN HALL MEETI NG 20
t renendous t hroughout where we’ve been adverti sing
so far. You know this is another one of our
canpai gns or anti-drunk driving canpai gn. You know
the mayor said it best. You know when you get in
your car you take the lives of your neighbors and
your friends and community nmenbers in our, in our
hands. You know and it, it’'s all about a choice
that you nake to, you knowif you' re, if you ve
been drinking it’s a choice that you nmake to get
into your car you know. So we’'re just trying to get
folks to think about the choices that we’re naking
out, when we’'re out, out and about. Another ngjor
partner, partner to the DOT and the NYPD in Vision
Zero is the TLC that you're, you're going to hear
fromthemshortly but you know they' re, they're
really stepping up and doing a | ot of work and
treating the drivers giving thembetter training
and nore, and treating themnore often. But al so
nore inportantly they' re going to be doing a | ot of
partnerships with sone of the |local comercia
fleets. You know out here in Brooklyn you have you
know all of the, the, like the conmuter vans that
will go up and down Brooklyn And they really kind

of set the tone for how we npbve around i n our
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BROOKLYN TOMWN HALL MEETI NG 21
streets but we’'re going to be doing a |ot nore work
with themto get themto change their mndset as
wel | about how they nobve around in our streets. So...
keep nore people safe. And as you al so hear NYPD s
al so going to be stepping up enforcenent in a |ot
of the areas that we see the mgjority of these
crashes. You know speeding and failure to yield, to
yield to pedestrians. And sone of the other
enforcenent tools that the NYPD s going to be using
t hroughout the city. And in conjunction the NYPD
and the TLC are al so going to be | ooking into, you
know i ncreasing their resources to use nore
i nvestigative tools to help district attorneys and
ot her | aw enforcenent agencies who are going to be
i nvestigating sone of these crashes. And in
addition the TLC is going to be |looking into nore
t echnol ogi cal resources |ike using black boxes and
you know sonme speed sensors in sonme of their cars
to, to help with their drivers as well. So this
graph here kind of shows you know t hrough the use
of the red |ight caneras. W all know where, as
part of Vision Zero we're going to al so be
i ncreasi ng the automated, you know aut omat ed

cameras that we use throughout the city. This graph
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BROOKLYN TOMWN HALL MEETI NG 22
shows you where we’ve used caneras in the |last 20
years and how they dramatically reduced the anmount
of pedestrian fatalities and injuries where we' ve
used them And we’ve al so noticed the sane anount
of reduction in sone other major cities |ike
Washi ngton D.C. and Chi cago who have al so seen
crashes and fatalities go down. Another part of
Vision Zero is also trying to get our |aws
strengt hened up in Al bany as the comm ssi oner
menti oned. You know we need nore caneras and we
need to be able to set where we can use the
caneras. Currently state law limts how we can use
these caneras. And they're, they can only be used
during school hours and in, in school zones. And
we’ ve noticed that the nmajority of, of crashes have
occurred outside of normal school hours and
normal |y at night and a lot of the victins tend to
be the elderly. So we want to be able to use these
caneras at different times of the day in different
parts of the city because we feel that it’ll be a
little bit nore effective. And as the conm ssioner
menti oned you know we al so want to be able to set
our speed limt. You know we all know that speed

kills and the 30 mles an hour that we have now is
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just way too fast. You know people are doi ng, who
are going well above 30 so we want to be able to
set our speed |imt back to 25. And we're al so
going to be | ooking at you know sone new desi gns
for some trucks. W' re seeing a | ot of people get
hit by turning trucks and they' |l roll..they' Il
roll underneath the trucks and get run over by the
back wheels. But just sone of the things we're
looking at is to try and see if we can get sone
side and rear guards on sone of these trucks that
are rolling through our streets in the city. And
we're also working with the mayor’s office for
people with disabilities. Vision Zero is going to
work for all of us throughout the city. So you know
we're, we’'re doing sone mgj or changes which we’ve
al ready started here at DOT and we’re going to be
expandi ng sone maj or changes to hel p fol ks who
either can’'t see or can’'t see very well across the
street and those who need a little bit nore tine to
cross the street as well. So you know for a while
you know DOT has been naki ng sone of these mgjor
street designs. W’'ve, we’ ve noticed that you know
just by doing sone, sone very sinple designs we' ve

been able to reduce crashes from20 to 80 percent
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dependi ng on the design and where we’ve inpl enent ed
t hem t hroughout the city. And as part of Vision
Zero we’'re going to be doing 50 najor projects per
year. And as the conm ssioner nentioned you know
we're going to be doing a lot of work here in
Br ookl yn and especially on Atlantic as well. And as
you can see this, fromthis rendition this is just
you know a rendition of a street where it’'s a
little unclear what people are doing or where
t hey’ re supposed to be going. But sone of the work
that we’ve done on streets like this it’s just kind
of make it a little bit nore easy, visible or for,
to people who use the streets the pedestrians. You
know, you know shortening the distances for people
to cross and, you know given the clear markings on
| anes of where to go. You know this is a, an
exanpl e of Carlton Avenue and Park Pl ace where you
see the cross nmarks are clearly marked, bike |ane
is clear. So everyone who uses the street whether
you're a driver, a pedestrian, or a cyclist you
know where you’' re supposed to be on the street.
This is another rendition of, part of Vision Zero
is we're really going to be focusing on a | ot of

the, the large arterials like Atlantic and sone of
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the, the large ones that we have out here in
Br ookl yn. So you know you can see that biker on
the, on the bottomleft there. And you know there’s
no clear markings on the streets. But part of the
work that we’ ve done and there are going to
continue to be doing here at DOT is nmaki ng you know
these streets a little bit nore clearer for, for
everyone use uses...you know you see the clear bike
| anes, clear bus |anes, crosswal ks. And a | ot of
t hese designs al so nake the streets you know nore
predictable for the drivers, the pedestrians and
the cyclists. And they are themnore forgiving so
that if you're a cyclist or a pedestrian and you
didn’t tinme correctly how nmuch tinme you need to
cross the street or if you' re driving and you do
get into a crash, you know it doesn’'t cost you, you
or soneone else their lives. This is another
exanpl e of Col unbia street where you see the bike
| anes are clearly marked and the markings on the
street are clear for everyone who uses them as
well. This is Metropolitan Avenue and, and Hunbol dt
Street where you know you see two people in the
m ddl e of the street you know no one really knows

where, which way to go or who goes first, or, or
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who noves. So sone of the work that we’ ve done, |
don’t have any clue to you know putting a
pedestrian island in the mddle of the street. So
you know t hat pedestrian knows you know where he’s
supposed to be, the drivers know where he is and
everyone clearly knows where they’' re supposed to be
on the street. And we're also going to be, as part
of Vision Zero is augnenting sonme of the designs
that we have already been working on and wl|
continue to be working on with you know sone
arterial slow zones where you and your nei ghbor hood
can actually apply for sone of these zones. And we
at DOT will conme out and take a | ook and see how we
can work with the community on them You know so
we're, we're rolling up our sleeves we’'re at DOT
with the other agencies and you know we’ re | ooki ng
to roll up our sleeves with you all here as well.
You know so this is sone of the upcom ng events
that we’re going to be having. As the conm ssioner
nmenti oned you know we’re going to be conming back to
Br ookl yn and we’re going to be doing sone workshops
where you know that’s the nore in depth version of
these town halls where we’re going to be bring up

maps. And you, we’'re going to be relying on you to
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come out and point out where on your streets, on
your bl ocks, and on your coordinators you think
Vi sion Zero needs to be inplenented. And you know
this is where we really need you to step in and
hel p us figure it out. So you know if you, if you
hadn’t had an opportunity we invite you to, you
know to visit our website, the Vision Zero website.
It’s going to have a, a lot of great information
about what we’re doing and allows you an
opportunity as well to chine in on where you think
Vision Zero is needed. That’s our presentation.

[ appl ause]

ERI C ADAMS: Thank you. Thank you so
much. And | thought it was inportant that often
times we talk about this issue and we don’t put a
face to the inpact, to the 18 nanes who died in
this borough over vehicle accidents. And one of
themis here today, Rochelle Charles [sp?] who | ost
her five year old son that’s wal king in now. And
you know | thought about it when | read that her
five year old son was killed when a vehicle was
backing up. And | started to think about the first
five years of nmy son. And Rachell e woul d not have

the joy of going to little | eague ganes. She woul d
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not have the joy of going to his public school
graduation. There are no photos on the wall to see
his junior high school graduation. She’s not goi ng
to be there to see himhis first day in college.
She’s not going to watch himwal k across the stage
and call nom and tal k about the days that will had,
woul d have had good days and bad days. These is not
just nerely about nunmbers. This is not about stats.
This is about the pain that never ends, it never
di ssi pates, they never stop hurting. So it doesn’'t
matter if it’s young five year old Charles or 75
year old grandnother who was killed in a vehicle
accident. W must get serious about this issue. Two
years ago we started tal king about 20 mles an
hour, the difference between taking a Iife and
causing injury. And people thought it was
i npossi ble. W& have to surrender and westle away
the rights that the state is making on how our
streets should be safe. Al bany does not |ive on
Al bany Avenue in Brooklyn while...[interpose]

[ appl ause]
ERI C ADAMS: So | conmmend Ms. Charl es
for com ng here today. And her son should be a

picture that all of us should relive how nuch this
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i npact famlies. W cannot allow Brooklyn to say.
The nost deadliest street in the city. That is
unacceptable. And those 18 famly nenbers, |I'm
tired of seeing our streets adorned with white
bi kes to indicate and refl ect when soneone has | ost
their life because of a vehicle accident. The
streets of yesteryears have changed. W now share
our streets with bicyclists, skateboarders, and
children who are often intimdated by the speeding
and driving habits and those who continue to abuse
their drive and we heard it clear from Departnent
of Transportation when they indicated that a | ot of
t hese accidents are caused by reckless driving. And
we need to | ook at and think outside the box of
sonme of the | egislation has been introduced through
the city council of putting sirens on plow
vehicles, or to | ook at our speed caneras that we
are having a different tinme navigating Al bany
| egislative body to get nore speed caneras. W had
to fight to get street, speed caneras in front of
school buildings. How horrendous is that? So these
are challenging tinmes but we can | ead the way. |
know t hese hearings are taking place throughout the

entire city but there s sonething about Brooklyn.
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Brooklyn is the place where we push the agenda and
nove the needle forward and we darn shore going to
do it on this issue. W're going to lead the way in
t he borough of Brooklyn to make sure that we
decrease if not eradicate the endl ess and sensel ess
lives that are | ost because of vehicle accidents.
And the police departnent has done a | anent job
when you | ook at the stats and the nunbers. Years
ago they started what was called traffic stats
where they went out and anal yzed every vehicle
acci dent. And under Chief Scagnelli we saw a
substantial decrease in vehicle accidents. Now we
must go to the next |level. There’'s nowhere you have
to gotointhis city that you have to go at 30
mles an hour. 20 mles an hour nust be the speed
limt in this city and Al bany nust pass that
| egislation...[interpose]

[ appl ause]

ERI C ADAMS: And so |'mexcited that we
have nmenbers of the city council, Ydanis Rodriguez
who' s chair of the Transportation Commttee is
|l eading is charged and the entire Brooklyn
del egati on and even our coll eagues fromthe Bronx

has al so joined us of, Council, Council Wman




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

BROOKLYN TOWN HALL MEETI NG 31
G bson and no one has been nore of a | eader around
this issue with a clarion voice than our public
advocate Letitia James who has just wal ked in.

[ appl ause]

ERI C ADAMS: So we’'re going to unite
around this issue. But the real applaud does not go
to those of us who were elected, it goes to the
public. | have wi tnessed across the borough famly
menbers who have | ost |ove one. They allow their
pain to turn into purpose. And if you will | ook on
the laws that are on the books now the nost
i nportant pieces of legislation that makes its way
t hrough Al bany and the city council cane because
fam |y nmenbers decided to pick up the mantle and
nmove it forward. So |I’masking all of the famly
menbers to join Ms. Charles and others to unify
together, to send a strong nessage that this is the
year that we’re going to have safe streets. Wre
going to ensure that our famly nenbers can nove in
a safe fashion. We're going to ensure that good
legislation is passed. W're going to start a
novenent that would demand and force our
| egislatures from Al bany to the city to inplenent,

inmplenment bills and | egislations that the rogue




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

BROOKLYN TOWN HALL MEETI NG 32
ways of this city and state will be safe. And |
think in the nenory of young Charles we can send a
serious statenent that is going to be done this
year. So | thank you for comng out. | thank you
for those who are, pack this courtroomand the
overfl ow room downstairs in our conmunity room
This is a clear display of how serious this, this
issue is. And we will not take it lightly. M
col |l eagues are here to say and let you know we w ||
push this agenda forward. Thank you very nuch.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: So only the, our
Br ookl yn Borough President says he’s our host, the
hosti ng version. He can take any, as |long as he
wants but now we go back to two m nutes because...

[l aught er]

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ: ..because there’s
i ke 50 people who al so, also want to address and
we’ ve been...t hem one m nutes each, he nmeans 50
m nutes so we want to be sure that we get back on
track on the tines. So now | et’s hear from our
public advocate Tish Janes.

[ appl ause]
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Ww, okay. So
good eveni ng everyone. Mst of you know nme from ny
former life at, as a city council nenber
representing the district which unfortunately had
the reputation of having the highest nunber of
fatalities in the borough of Brooklyn. For G een
Clinton HIl, Prospect Heights, Gound Heights, and
parts of Bedford-Stuyvesant. And | see so many of
nmy friends. And all of you know just before |I was
el ected as the public advocate | believe it was the
ni ght of election night where we had a nenorial, a
menorial in honor of Lucian Merriweather. He was a
ei ght year old child who’s lost his life at Dcal
[sp?] and Carlton. And we all gathered. It was on
the night of the election. I’'lIl never forget it.
And t hroughout ny career, the ten years where | was
in the city council. W had so many nenorials. W
had too many and you all know that we join together
with transportation alternatives and when wonder f ul
comm ssi oner, Brooklyn Conm ssioner at DOT and |’ m
glad you're still on the job to tal k about these
i ssues, to tal k about slow zones, pedestrian
pl azas, dedi cated bus | anes, street, making sure

that |ights were staggered, naking sure that we had
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curb outs, street hunps, reengineering our streets
t hroughout the city of New York. | renenber when
all of you joined ne as | was chair of sanitation
where we saved ghost bi kes because we wanted ghost
bikes in the city of New York to rem nd peopl e of
careless driving. And the |ist goes on and on of
our recommendations. And so |I'’mglad that the
borough president, the great borough president Eric
Adans is having this as well as the city counci
under the | eadership of Ydanis Rodriguez so that we
can continue to keep this in the forefront of our
m nd so that Ms. Charles and Ms. Merriweat her and
all those other parents in the city of New York who
have | ost | oved ones...

[bell rings]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: .that this no
| onger happens. | know the bell. |I’mthe one that
officiates in the city council when | cut people
off. So before they cut ne off 1’"’mgoing to take ny
seat. But | join with all of my nenbers of ny city
council and the new conm ssioner in making sure
t hat when you cross the street of this, when you
cross the street in the city of New York it should

not be a matter of |life and death. Let us focus on
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Atl antic Avenue Conmi ssioner, Flatbush Avenue
Conmi ssi oner, Enpire Boul evard Conmi ssi oner,
Euti ca, Pennsylvani a Avenue, Kings H ghway, and the
list goes on and on and on. Thank you Brookl yn.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Now | et’ s hear
fromthe, the Chairman of the Safety, Public Safety
Commttee who is also a, one of the, a co-chair of
this Vision Zero initiative Vanessa, Council Menber
Vanessa G bson

COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON: Good eveni ng
| adi es and gentl eman. Good eveni ng Brookl yn. Thank
you so nuch for having nme today. | want to first
t hank our incredible Borough President M. Eric
Adans for signing off on ny pass so | can cone
across the bridge and cone to Brooklyn and to ny
counci | coll eagues Transportation Chair Ydanis
Rodri guez, our public advocate to all of our stake
hol ders, DOT, TLC, the nmayor’s office, the NYPD
It’s atruly a pleasure to see all of you here. |
am Counci| Wnman Vanessa G bson. |I'mproud to
represent the Bronx. | chair the Commttee on
Public Safety and certainly |I amthankful for your

presence here today. Understanding that Mayor de
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Bl asi o had an aggressive plan called Vision Zero.
And this is a framework that’s going to have
critical conversations around safety for pedestrian
drivers, bicyclists for all of New Yorkers that are
travelling on our streets. These are the types of
conversations that we want to have. And we are here
to hear your input and your concerns. And while our
public advocate tal ked a | ot about streetscaping,
count down crosswal ks, pedestrian pl azas,
nei ghbor hood sl ow zones, reducing the city’'s speed
[imt not to 25 but 20 miles per hour. | also want
to pay particular attention to people with
disabilities, those who have visual and hearing
i npai rments that cannot see a countdown crosswal k.
W al so want to make sure that whatever we do we
respect and are sensitive to the needs of a
di sabl ed community. As the chair of public safety
obvi ously working with our police departnent
there’s a huge enforcenent conponent that we nust
have a conversation about. It’s going to tal k about
i nposi ng | aws where we have to nake sure we equip
our police departnent with resources to enforce
those laws. And so | amthankful to work with all

of ny coll eagues. And certainly | want to just
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really cormmend the fam |y nmenbers who are here.

Li ke the borough president said they had turned
their pain into a purpose, into a plan and I'm

t hankful for the courage and the bravery that you
took to conme here tonight. And |’ m thankful for al
of you for being here. And God bl ess you all and

| et us continue to work together to enact Vision
Zero safety for all New Yorkers. Thank you so mnuch

[ appl ause]

CHAlI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Now | et’s hear
fromthe Council Menber that represents this part
of Brooklyn, Council Menber Steve Levin.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN: Thank you very
much everybody. |’ m Council Menber Steve Levin. |
represent downtown Brooklyn here. | want to start
out by giving a shout out to Council Menber
G bson’s nom and uncle who are with us in the
audi ence as well. They're Brooklyn residents.

Vel cone. Welcome. I'mreally excited to be here

t oday because what we have seen over the | ast
coupl e of nonths with the de Bl asi o adm nistrati on,
Conmm ssi oner Trottenberg, Chief Chan, and all of
the resources at city hall is that Vision Zero is

going to be a priority. In this adm nistration
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Vision Zero is going to be a top priority. They
wasted no time in making sure that this is
sonmet hing that we are going to see in our
nei ghbor hoods on our streets. So I want to thank
t he | eadershi p of Borough President Eric Adans, our
public advocate Letitia Janes, and Departnent of
Transportation, and NYPD who are all here. ']
tell you in nmy district |I’ve seen just in the |ast
coupl e of nonths several fatalities of, of people
who have fam lies, have |lives who were enjoying...
riding their, a gentleman was riding his notorcycle
on a, on a Sunday afternoon, a young wonan was
wal ki ng hone with her famly, a nursing student at
Hunter College they lost their lives. Their
fam lies | ost a daughter or a son or a brother or a
sister. And we have rededi cate ourselves tine and
again to making sure that no famly goes through
that pain. And no famly suffers the sensel ess | oss
of losing a |loved one to, for, for no, for no
reason and for something that could have been
prevented or sonething that could have been
avoi ded. And so the things that | think are
inmportant to keep in mnd is that we have a | ot of

resources at our disposal. W have infrastructure,
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education, and enforcenent, key conponents that we
need to focus on to nake sure that we are doing
everything we can to reduce all traffic injuries
and fatalities because no famly ever should go
t hrough what these fam lies have gone through. So
want to thank you all. Keep the pressure on us, the
el ected officials, on the mayor’s office, on, on
the Departnent of Transportation, and NYPD. The
public, we are responsible to the public. W answer
to you. And so | want you...| want to encourage you
and thank you for keeping up the pressure thanks.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ: Now | et’ s hear
fromny coll eague Council Menber David G eenfield.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Thank you.
Thank you M. Chairman. Thank you to the borough
president for us, for hosting this, w're really
fortunate that we have such a fantastic borough
president Eric Adans. | want to thank of course
Tish Janes. She truly is the public advocate. And
we all appreciate the clear voice that she has on
our behalf. O course | want to thank Comm ssioner
Trottenberg for her |eadership. And | want to thank

our Brooklyn Comm ssioner Joe Palmeri who is here
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as well and also would |like to thank the NYPD for
their work. Chief Chan | know is incredibly
dedi cated, is working very hard. And | think what’s
unique is for the first tinme ever we’'re seeing al
these different agencies that are actually working
in concert where the Department of Transportation,
the NYPD, the various agencies whether it’s the MA
or any agency that has jurisdiction are worKking
together. | think the first thing that we need to
of course recognize is that we all have a role to
play in Vision Zero. And you know a | ot of tines
you hear debates about this right. You know who's
responsi ble. The answer is we’'re all responsible.
And if you re a pedestrian you have a
responsibility. If you re a cyclist you have
responsibility. If you' re a driver you have
responsibility. In ny case |'mall three. I'"'ma
pedestrian. I'"ma cyclist. I’"malso a driver. But
you al so have to admt that the bulk of the
problens really cone fromthe drivers right.
Because they are behind these huge regines that
have t housands, in sone cases many thousands of
pounds that obviously can do the npost damage. So

the critical part fromny perspective is to
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acknowl edge that we all have an inportant role to
play and, and to recognize that it’s not the kind
of thing that we can do over night. The reality is
that crinme wasn’t lowered to historic records in
New York City overnight. It was a conbi nation of
di fferent ideas and processes and we have over 60
di fferent recommendati ons. Some of themw || work.
Sonme of themwon’t work. Sonme of themw Il have to
be fine-tuned. But the nost inportant thing to
recognize is that we’'re well on our path. And the
reason we're on our path is because of the people
in the room And especially | want to thank all the
advocates out there both the organi zational and the
i ndi vi dual who are out there who are pressing and
are pushi ng because the nost inportant part of this
is to keep pushing and to keep getting the nessage
out and to keep being active and to keep the
pressure up because bureaucracies are slow. W
don’t change right away but you already have a
victory and an adm nistration and a nmayor and a
comm ssioner and a police departnent that is
commtted. And 1’1l tell you, | say this tine and
time again the police departnent really is our

bi ggest partner in getting these things done. And
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so we ask of you keep the pressure up on all of us,
not just on us but on the adm nistration,
especially on Al bany because at the end of the day
whil e we have a | ot of conmon sense pieces of
| egi sl ation here | have |egislation that would
| ower the speed limt on side streets to 20 mles
per hour. The reason we're limted is because
Al bany unfortunately handcuffs New York City in
terms of our regulations. So | want to thank all of
you...

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: So | want to
thank all of you and | want to encourage you to
keep pushi ng because you’ re maki ng progress. W
will get to zero but it’s going to take a | ot of
hard work on everyone’s part. So thank you very
much.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ: Thank you.
Representi ng NYPD Chi ef Thonmas Chan.

CH EF CHAN: Good eveni ng. Borough
President Eric Adans, Public Advocate Letitia
Janes, Chairnman Rodriguez, Chairnman G bson we thank

you for inviting us here tonight. Wat be here
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toni ght also are nenbers of the Brooklyn Police
Departnent our finest here. We have our Exo [sp?]
from Brooklyn North, Deputy Chief Jack Trabitz.

[ appl ause]

CH EF CHAN: Deputy I nspector...

[ appl ause] from Brooklyn North al so. Qur commandi ng
of ficer of the 84 precinct Max Tol enti no.

[ appl ause]

CH EF CHAN: From Br ookl yn South we have
the Deputy Chief Ken Corey...

[ appl ause]

CH EF CHAN: ..and al so Deputy I nspector
Tom Pascal .

[ appl ause]

CH EF CHAN: W'd like to thank all the
agenci es who’ ve been working in conjunction with us
and Vision Zero, the mayor’'s office, DOI, TLC, the
Depart ment of Education, Departnent of Aging,
Departnent of Health. As we nentioned earlier
we’ ve, the borough president nentioned traffic
stat, traffic stat is basically a forumwhere the
police departnment reviews the process of our
programin ternms of dealing with traffic

collisions, injuries, and also fatalities. That is
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an opportunity for us to take a | ook at our
engi neering, the education, and al so the
enforcenent and of course the engi neering working
with the Departnent of Transportation who' s been a
cl ose partner of ours. W are working closely with
all of our partners and you will be concentrating
specifically on hazardous viol ati ons where we feel
may i npact on injuries and also fatalities. And
they nentioned earlier speeding, failure to yield
to pedestrians, disobeying signs, signal |ight
viol ations, inproper turns, also using cell phones
and texting at the tinme. The police departnent is
al so updating our technol ogy. W’ re updating our
equi prent. Some of our systens are old and we are
in the process of updating and al so i nproving those
areas of conputers and the analysis of the
information. We are increasing our personnel and
our highway units to deal with speed summobnses.
W' re al so | ooking at our training of our officers
both new and old in the police acadeny. And
ultimately we ook to collaborate with all the
community and all the agencies in this Vision Zero.
Now one of the things |I nentioned earlier, the town

hal | meetings, the town hall neetings have been
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great. Actually at Manhattan Town Hall Meeting the
ot her day a young | ady nentioned sonmething to
af fect about Departnent of Mtor Vehicles and the
exam aski ng about yielding to pedestrians. And that
t hought, thought to me when | was sitting in
Departnent of Mtor Vehicles. | said they have TV.
nonitors there and people are sitting there 30
mnutes to 40 m nutes in Departnment of Motor
Vehi cl es. Wy not produce a public service
announcenment and have these notorists watch those
because you' re sitting there for 40 m nutes.

[ appl ause]

CHI EF CHAN: Qur officers now in contact
wi th Departnent of Mdtor Vehicles to | ook at that
issue. So in other words town hall is a great
opportunity. You folks have the ideas and we're
going to work with those ideas to make Vision Zero
becone a reality. So in sunmary we’'re going to
col | aborate together, we’'re going to reduce the
collisions, and deal with the injuries and also the
fatalities, and we | ook forward to working with al
of you. Thank you very nuch

[ appl ause]
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CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Now | et’s hear
from TLC Conan Freud Chief Operating Oficer

CONAN FREUD: Hi, good evening. Just
going to keep this quick. Want to thank the borough
president, the public advocate, Chairnman Rodriguez
and all the other council nenbers, and ny
col l eagues fromcity governnent. At TLC we’'re
| ooking at, it’s through three things; education,
we have 110 thousand |icensed drivers that we need
to educate to be, who are safe drivers, who are
very safe but can al ways becone safer. W have over
a mllion two passengers, a mllion point two
passengers a day in our |licensed vehicles. And we
need to educate people how to becone safe
pedestrians. And al so occasionally becone, they
becone safe drivers. W're | ooking at technol ogy in
t he cars about you know whether, to put black boxes
in but they’'re, we’'re buying speed guns for our
enforcenent officers to, to increase our
enforcenent. And the last thing we’'re looking at is
enforcenent of self to target enforcenent on our
|icensees who are not al ways necessarily playing by

the rules and when they do we are going to you know
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take the corrective action. So that’'s the TLC
programand |’mgoing to wap it up fast.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ: Let’s hear from
Transportation Alternatives Deputy Director Noah
Budni ck.

NOAH BUDNI CK: Thank you M. Chair man.

My nane is Noah Budnick. I'’mthe Deputy Director of
Transportation Alternatives. And |I'I|l be very brief
because really I want to hear from everybody here,
everybody here toni ght about how we’'re going to
achieve Vision Zero. In Brooklyn first as a
Brooklynite I want Brooklyn to |lead the way and for
New York City and other cities around the, around
the country that are taking note of us New Yorkers
and what we’'re doing. | want to thank the Borough
President for his |eadership on this and his words.
And | want to especially thank Ms. Charles for

com ng here tonight. | live a few bl ocks from
Eastern Parkway in Flatbush and this tragedy really
hit me when | heard the news. And for you to be
here tonight Ms. Charles | want to thank you for
your energy for taking a stand and for just

remnding all of us that it will take all of us to




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

BROOKLYN TOMWN HALL MEETI NG 48
achieve Vision Zero. It will take full
participation and I hope that we will all be
em ssaries of safety that, we are all here taking
action but we need to go. W need to talk to our
famlies. W need to talk to our neighbors. W need
to tal k about the dangers of speeding. W need to
rem nd each ot her about safety, about driving
safely on the streets of New York of Brooklyn, the
fourth largest city in the country. W can do this
if we all do it together. There are just three
things, three last points | want to nake so take
out your cal endars because they’'re all inportant
dates. The first is this Friday. Transportation
Alternatives, we're a 40 year old non profit. W'’ ve
been working with communities around the city to
hel p themwi n safer streets. And this Friday at
Atl antic and Court we’'re having our first Friday
Ni ght Lights event. W’ re doing a pedestrian safety
event where we’'re hel ping people cross Atlantic
Avenue Safely. Last week Commi ssioner Trottenberg
announced that DOT is going to be taking action to
i nprove Atlantic Avenue. And we want to support the
DOT on this.

[ appl ause]




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

BROOKLYN TOMWN HALL MEETI NG 49

NOAH BUDNI CK: It’s, it’'s these big
streets like Atlantic Avenue. These are 10 percent
of city streets but 50 percent of the traffic
deaths. So it’s smart to start there and take a big
bite out of the traffic fatalities in New York
Cty. And so Friday night at 7:00 we’ Il be show ng
our support. We'll be hel ping people cross Atlantic
Avenue safely. The second date, May 6'". That will
be our day of action in Al bany. And | want all of
you there to help call on Al bany to bring safe
streets to New York City. Al bany should not set the
speed [imt in New York City and...

[ appl ause]

NOAH BUDNI CK: .we, we need your voices
there. W’ll be going with fam lies who have | ost
| oved ones. W'I| be going with people who have
suffered traffic violence. W need to tell our
stories. W need to rem nd ourselves why we're
doing this. We're doing this for ourselves. Wre
doing this for our children. W’re doing this for
our seniors. We're doing this for people who are
not as fleet of foot, nove around the city. Qur,
our streets need to be forgiving. So May 6'" comes

Al bany. And then the last thing is, the | ast
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Thursday of every nmonth Transportation
Al ternatives, Brooklyn activists get together.
Transportation Alternatives, we're a nonprofit
organi zati on. W connect the dots. W work with
communi ties. W hear your issues, your problens. W
hel p you solve them And it starts by com ng and
talking to us. So we have neetings every nonth. W
want to engage with you. This is how Vision Zero
started fromthe ground up. It’s a testanent to
Mayor de Bl asio that he has us nonprofits here at
the table with all the agencies. It really shows
his commtnent to community engagenent. And |
invite you to cone the | ast Thursday of the nonth
for Brooklyn Commttee neetings, get involved
because this is how we’re going to nake change and
get to Vision Zero. | look forward to hearing from
everybody tonight.

[ appl ause]

CHAlI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Now | et’s hear
fromthe Mayor of Commuter Assisting Unit in
Br ookl yn Borough Director Cassie Mgly [sp?]

BOROUGH DI RECTOR Good eveni ng
everyone. First of all | just want to say how proud

| amas a Brooklynite and as a comunity affairs
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person, as an organizer to see this full packed
house right now This is a reflection of what we
want community affairs to be. You all are our
partners in everything that we do. W want to
continue to cone with, cone to you and partner with
you to essentially nmake the city better. And we
can’'t do it without your help. So |I'’mso proud of
all of you for being here and | appl aud you. And I
want you to know that literally the, the, the input
that you give us tonight is going to, is going to
save lives. And thank you to the borough president
for hosting us and to all of the council nenbers
who have been incredibly supportive and incredibly
hel pful on this neasure. To public advocate Tish
Janmes and to, for the amazing work that the NYPD
and DOT are doi ng. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

[ appl ause]

CHAlI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Now | et’s hear
from Brooklyn to Council Menber Brad Lander

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: Good eveni ng.
It’s, it’s wonderful to see all of you. And I'm
going to be very brief because |I’m eager to hear

fromyou. This is a place where the peopl e of
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Br ookl yn were way out in front of the elected
officials and the city of New York. This is an
i ssue that so many of you in the audi ence have been
pushi ng and have been leading in the fight to nake
prospect park west safer. It was you who |ed the
way in the work to nake Hick Street safer. It was
you who led the way in the work to nake Bartel -
Pritchard a place that you could wal k around and
cross. There's people in this audi ence who | ed the
way in the work to make 4'" Avenue less of a death
trap. It was you who led the way in the work to
make Fort Ham | ton Parkway safer. There was sort of
nore m xed results...that was a joke with Fort
Ham | t on Par kway ...

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: When it, when we
came to trying to prevent the next death at Church
and Ccean Parkway you saw it, you |led the way. The
people in this roomhave kept pushing, and kept
pushi ng, and kept pushing and what a renarkabl e
thing now to have an admi nistration that is
steppi ng up and respondi ng, to have our partners in
the NYPD here, to have our long tinme partners at

t he Departnment of Transportation who have really
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been remarkabl e throughout. This is an inportant
monent. And it’s an inportant nmonment for a | ot of
reasons. It’s an inportant nonent because those of
us who have known victins of traffic crashes, those
of us in this audience who are friends with Samy
Conecstein [sp?] and his fam |y and all the other
victinms. And those of us who have kids who cross
the street every day, parents who cross the street
every day. W’ ve got to do everything we can to
make sure there’'s really as close to zero traffic
deaths as we possibly can. But | also want to add
you' re already seeing the benefits in our
nei ghbor hoods fromthe ways they get better too. So
we don’t just prevent accidents and prevent deaths.
W wind up with pedestrian plazas. W wind up with
streets we can cross. W wind up with nei ghborhoods
that are great places to live in and that we're
going to be really so, so proud to hand on to our
kids. So thanks for all that you guys have done.
It’s an extraordinary |l egacy in ny opinion that the
activists of Brooklyn are giving to the future
people of New York City. Thank you

[ appl ause]
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CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Wel| in 55
m nutes right you heard from our Brooklyn Borough
Presi dent, our public advocate, eight counci
menber, a presentation fromthe DOI, NYPD, DOC
Alternative Transportation. So as we did in 55
m nut es now we expected that our public also will
be doing in one mnute taking the m crophone, go
directly to your suggestion on any other ideas that
you can have on how Vi sion Zero can work. You can
think of our potential |egislation. Think about any
new | egi sl ation that you can suggest to us. Think
about any new i deas, any new suggestion, any
intersection that should be redesigned. So now is
our time. W did it at John Jay and we will do it
here, one mnute. And the first four menber of the
audi ence are going to be calling is, we're going to
calling in group of four Robbie, sorry let ne get
nmy gl asses. You know when you get 48... Robert
Al bernore [phonetic] Backal Abraham [ phoneti c]
Rachel | e Marcus [phonetic] and Ral ph Yozo
[ phonetic].

ROBBI E ALBENAR Hi, |’ m Robbi e Al benar.
| live in Park Slope. | just wanted to thank all of

you for being here. I"'mnewto the city but I’ve
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al ready spent a lot of tinme wal king, biking, taking
the train. And it’s really encouraging to see that
we have DOT with NYPD and TLC, transportation
al ternatives, everyone together working. That's the
only way that anything is going to get done. And I
just want to thank you and encourage you to keep up
the fight, the fight. Thank you.

[ appl ause]

BACKAL ABRAHAM Thank you all very
much. My name’s Backal [sp?]. | know a |l ot of you
have al ready been an advocate for safer streets
working with transportation alternatives, streets
pack. But right now I’ mjust speaking as nyself,
sonmeone who's really thankful to be here. Five
years ago this week I was in a hit and run going
from grew up in Queens com ng back here to
Br ookl yn at Montach and Suddard in an area of East
New York that has very little infrastructure. It’s,
it’s a shane that people don't feel safe to wal k
anywhere there. They have Lindon Boul evard to
contest with. It's, it’s really a nightmare there
but I'’mthankful that | recovered because way too
many peopl e cannot recover. |, | think you're

probably | ooking at a roonful of people that are
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energi zed and happy with the results but there are
a lot of people that can’t conme to these neetings
because they are severely injured or they are
killed or grieving famlies just cannot go on. So |
really, really i mensely thank you for being here
and for...I nean everything you ve said has been
perfect. But it’s what you said so far. It’s great
but we need the action and you need to be bol d.
There will be people saying we can’t give up a
corner, we can’'t put a bike corral there, we need
t he parking, not good enough. This is a nora
i nperative. W need to be safe.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

BACKAL ABRAHAM Thank you.

[ appl ause]

RALPH. Hi ...Hi, ny name is Ralph I'’min,
| live in Bed-Stuy and | work in Manhattan. And I
have sonme questions about the East Side Bi ke Pat h.
And why on the East Side Bi ke Path, has anyone ever
bi ked on the East Side Bike Path. There's basically
a, an apartnent building, a restaurant, a heliport,
and then it just ends at 37'" street, dead ends.

That’s, do we, | see that there’' s sonething going
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on there but could we tal k about why we have a gas
station on a bi ke path?

[l aughter, appl ause]

RALPH. The last thing is if we want
Vision Zero the best thing to do is to keep the
cars away fromthe people and the bikes right. And
if we have a concrete wall between...

[l aught er]

RALPH: ..people and bi kes then there
will be no deaths by cars, collisions...

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ: Thank you.

[ appl ause]

BERTRAM MARCUS: Good evening all. Good
evening to all distinguished borough presidents.
Honor. Good evening to oh, public advocate. Two
great voice for Brooklyn and, and for this city.
People really set the tone. My nane is Bertram
Marcus. |I'’mthe Community Director for Brooklyn.
advocate for the people of Brooklyn. And we touch
on a lot of, a lot of issues surroundi ng Brooklyn.
And | just want, | just want to say that it’'s great
that we are changi ng Brooklyn, the way we travel
around Brooklyn and so forth. But there’'s sone,

there’s sonme things | agree with and sone things |
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don’t. Don’t get me wong the things that we do in
Brooklyn is for the benefit of each and every one
in Brooklyn. So we have to make sure that Brooklyn
is safe for our, our children. You know nost all we
need to have a nore...[bell rings] yeah, we need to
have, we need to have a nore directive to the
notorists, give themretraining and teach them how
to be, how to be nore accessible for others in the
road. You know we need |lights, we need DOT to...

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

BERTRAM MARCUS: .to speak up for us.
Thank you

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: And | woul d Iike
al so to remenber everyone here that the end of the
public so, when everyone will have the opportunity
to also, to, to have one or two mnutes. So if you
woul d like to respond or to add anything el se...
wite it down so that after the public, so we also,
we have a...one mnutes so...and...l| wll say DOT, the
NYPD you wi Il have the privilege to...to clarify

anyt hi ng. Now we have 4 inda Makennas [ phonetic],
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Abil gail Frost [sp?], John Burstein [sp?], and Eric
McCl er [ phoneti c]

ERLI NDA: Good eveni ng everyone. My nane
is Erlinda McKennis [sp?]. And many of the conments
that |1’ve heard, | have the sane ideas. However...

[ coughs] sorry. | would like us to consider for a
nonment many of the |laws that have al ready been
passed in this city that has been, that have never
had effective results. And many of us had this...Let
me gi ve an exanple. Dunping. Before when you dunp

i n your nei ghborhood you could call and you give
they license plate nunber and they’'l|l do sonething
about it. Now you can’'t do that. You can’'t give the
card nunber, you can’'t give your nanme, you, you
can’t do anything. So that, that is npbot. So what
do we do when people are afraid to give their
names, to participate, and to say | saw. Wuat is
the solution? For exanple; it’s illegal to park
close to...to park at, at the light posts, it’s
illegal. But it’s not every day. So |’m saying to
you unl ess we can address the fear that many of us
have to nmake input about what is being done. Go to
the red light. Wen they want to pass you because

you're going to slow, you re going...[bell rings]
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t hey pass. You got to let them go because they, you
not going to pass ne now. | say we need to address
solution and how we going to go about doing it.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

[ appl ause]

ABI GAI L FROST: Hi, ny name is Abigai
Frost and |’ve been a, been a resident of Steve
Levin's, wonderful Steve Levin's district for over
14 years and...

[ background conmmrent s]

ABlI GAI L FROST: GCh okay. Some of mny best
friends, relatives, and nei ghbors are bicyclists
but ny concern is actually about those bicyclists
who are bad apples and do not follow..There's a
total disregard for pedestrian safety, for traffic
| aws, |1’ ve seen people snoking, listening to the
Wal kman with both ears, texting, and going the
wrong way on a one way street. And there seens to
be a conplete | ack of enforcenent and al so no way
to enforcement with, to enforce those, to even
catch these people are, but the exception of the
delivery nmen who now are identified. So that’s what
| have to say.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.
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[ appl ause]

JOHN BURSTEIN: Hello, I'’mhere to | obby
for change to the pedestrian crossing pattern at
the foot of Atlantic Avenue that |eads to the, the
new waterfront park at Ferman Street as it is now
the light for cars turning right is green at the
sanme tinme when the pedestrians are, have a, a walk
light to cross. And there should be...1, the Iight
shoul d be changed to either a flashing red Iight or
a green arrow so that the cars don’t zip through
the intersection at full speed w thout stopping for
the pedestrians in the crosswal k. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

[ appl ause]

ERI C MCCLER: Good evening. My nane’s
Eric McCler. 1'd like to thank all of you for being
here tonight, making tine to hear from
Brookl ynites. 10 years ago when | started doing
conplete streets and safe streets advocacy | was
kind of a fringy lunatic but nowit’'s official
policy of New York Gty so...

[ appl ause]

ERI C MCCLER: ..give you all a hand. One,

one suggestion for policy that 1'd like to put
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forth. It’s really, | think for Chief Chan nore
t han anybody tonight, in the 78" precinct where |
live in Park Sl ope Deputy |Inspector Mke Ameri has
instituted as of the beginning of this year a
nonthly traffic safety neeting that precedes the
regul ar precinct community council neeting. And
it’s an opportunity for people in the nei ghborhood
to cone in and tal k about traffic safety policy
with the precinct. And I'd love to see that
replicated around all of the precincts in New York
Cty. Thank you very mnuch

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: See we doing it
in one mnute right so...and we being productive. So
now | et’s go on. Exsandra Bow e [phonetic] Bilnma
McNal | ey [ phonetic], Susan Pollark [phonetic] and
Josey 12 84.

ALEXANDRA BOWE: Hi . |’ m Al exandra
Bowie. I'’mthe president of the board of the
Br ookl yn Hei ghts Associ ati on. The Brookl yn Hei ghts
Associ ation...can’'t hear nme? My nane’s Al exandra
Bowi e. |'’m President of the Board of the Brooklyn
Hei ght s Associ ation. The Brooklyn Hei ghts

Association is an enthusiastic supporter of Vision
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Zero, is the original Sw ss summary of Vision Zero
puts it, no loss of life is acceptable. In order to
achi eve the Vision Zero goal of allow ng everyone;
pedestrians, cyclists, drivers to nove freely and
feel safe at the sane tinme we need a change in
approach and a change in the culture of the street.
Vi sion Zero needs to be everywhere. W are fully in
support of full investigations of crashes, traffic
redesi gns, and enforcenent. But we think nore can
be done. The inplenentation of slow zones needs to
be sped up. The speed hunp signs and other passive
enforcenent efforts of slow zones are however goi ng
to start, not enough. W endorse red |ight caneras,
speed caneras, slower speeds, 20 is plenty...[ bel
rings] and ot her means that discourage and penalize
unsafe driving and the decision to install them
should be the city's not the state | egislature’s.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

BI LMA MCNALLEY: Good evening. |’mfrom
Br ookl yn Assend Charter School in Brownsville.
W' re | ocated at 205 Rockaway Parkway. We have over
600 el ementary school children in our building and

every day they face a very dangerous traffic
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situation at both arrival and dism ssal. Rockaway
Par kway may not be as popul ar and fanous as
Atlantic but it’s a very dangerous road. It’s about
seven | anes wide. There’'s a painted nedian. W have
drivers who race down the nedians. W have U-turns
in front of our, our school on the regular basis.
This year we’ve had five traffic accidents in front
of our school. And we’ve actually spoken with the
DOT Br ookl yn Conm ssioner Joe Palmieri. W' ve had
t he DOT Borough Engi neer Lel and Robi nson at our
school looking to see if it can be inproved. W're
asking and all of the parents are asking al so,

t hey’ ve signed postcards to ask you to help us to
make the seats, the streets safer by either putting
in a curbed nedian in front of our street to stop
the U-turns and stop the people racing down the
road or to put in a crosswalk, a signal ed crosswal k
so that our, our famlies can get across the street
safely. Wiere we're located it’s a |l ong distance
fromour school to the two crosswal ks on t hat

bl ock. [bell rings] So I'd like to thank you and I
can deliver ny postcards.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.
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JOSEPH JONES: Good afternoon. My nane
i s Joseph Jones. | represent Schenectady Bl ock
Association. |I'’mhere today just to thank that
everybody has cone together in peace and in harnony
for one cause. And to do that in divine order and
in positive order. Again I'’mproud to be a
Br ookl ynite, peace.

VI LLA MCNALLEY: Good eveni ng. My nane
is Villa MNalley [sp?] |'’mthe president of Lot
Speed Street Block Association and 1'd |ike to give
a shout out to the mission commanders of 70'"
precinct and the 60'" precinct. | was a little bit
concerned because when they nade all the changes in
Fl atbush with the one way and all those things no
one gave...thank you, | was very proud of ny two
conmanders. Because we have one street, |ot street
[sp?] have a one, half of one Bedford Avenue ghost
of the seventh precinct and the other section go to
67'" precinct. So what |I’mcalling upon you today
is to renenber us, that we have had a comunity
shelter on Tilden Avenue that have increased the
popul ati on of children to about a thousand in the
| ast five years. And we need a bunper because the

traffic fromTilden Avenue [bell rings] to Bedford
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Avenue is like 90 mles. W need a bunper at Lot
Street [sp?] and Tilden Avenue. | have ot her
requests but that’s the first and major one. W
need a bunper. And | want a shout out toward the
67'" precinct and the 78'" precinct that have the
hardest work with that one | ane on Fl at bush Avenue
Thanks.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: And |, | would
like to informeveryone that before the end of
April the Council is looking to have our first
hearing. W're going to be introducing a nunber
| egislation. And, so at the sane tine that we are
hol ding this Town Hall neeting and we would like to
hear from your feedback as |I said before NYPD, DOC
DOT, everyone is working informng the |egislative
body. W are also working with our staff from from
all the conmttee and the admnistration to be sure
that we put together in nunbers of legislation a, a
that it go fromincreasing the penalty for a driver
that failed to yield and, and other |egislation
that we’re going to be discussing there. So you

know just have that in mnd that it, we are working
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in the fast track to address this programthat
affect our city. And, and also | would like to
recogni ze the staff that make this town hal
neeting possible. |I deliver to the, our a, a
Br ookl yn Borough President, if he want to recognize
anyone fromhis staff but fromthe council 1'd |ike
to recogni ze Howard Pol | ark [sp?] has done a great
j ob. Toget her ...

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON GONZALEZ: Toget her we
wonder arguing they're the two whining Steve
Tursolo [sp?], Felix Palassio [sp?] and Joe
Apresling [sp?] also fromny Transportation Staff
Russel | Murphy [sp?] Carnmen del Arryo [sp?]

[ Speaki ng Spani sh] Johnat han and, and the whol e
teamthat they are the one...

[ appl ause]

BOROUGH PRESI DENT ERI C ADAMS: Just an
enor nous nunber of DOT and TLC and NYPD fol k here.
And their work is...some people like Chris Roseman
[sp?] working on this since you know as |ong as |
can...

[ appl ause]
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BOROUGH PRESI DENT ERI C ADAMS: Can, w ||
you guys all stand up, all the, can we just, al
the NYPD, other city staff who are here whose job
it isto put this to work. Can we just ask themto
stand up and say thank you. Cone on Joe get up. Cet
up.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.
Thanks and...

[ background coment s]

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you...

UNKNOWN MALE: Yeah | just, | think it’s
inportant, inport to Sandra Chapman [sp?] who's
here and Eric Friedman, Joe Friedman, Joe
Li zendol pher [sp?], My whole team who’'s here
staying late and they better not try to charge ne
overti me.

[l aughter]

UNKNOWN MALE: You know but this is an
i mportant issue for us. And ny teamis really, has
wr apped t hensel ves around this issue and | want to
thank them and | et them know that, how nuch we
appreciate themas well.

[ appl ause]
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CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: That’'s a lot to
recogni ze George Levin who is representing our
Controller, Escapa Sw nger [sp?] who is al so here
representing...

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Now | et’s get
back to the next four. Steve...sorry, Stephen
W son, Laurick Hanson[ phonetic], Haas M tchel
[ phonetic], and Modrres Sacks [phonetic].

LAURA HANSON: |’ m second but ... Good
evening |’ m Laura Hanson. |I'’mthe Executive
Director of Neighborhood Pl aza Partnership. Wre
hel pi ng nei ghbor hoods transformrecl ai med streets
into public plazas. And we, especially the
nonprofit organi zations that are changed with
mai nt ai ni ng and programm ng those spaces. Let ne
take this off. Ckay. |Is that better? Thank you
Chair Rodriguez and Borough President Adans and the
council menbers for convening this. And I'’mhere to
pl edge our support for Vision Zero and to encourage
you to support nei ghborhood plazas as part of the
solution. There are 66 plazas in the works across
the city. Nearly 20 of themare in Brooklyn. They

are, each one of themis calmng traffic. They' re
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addr essi ng dangerous situations for pedestrians and
drivers and they’'re reducing conflict between
pedestrians, joggers, and cyclists. Not only as
Counci | Menber Lander said earlier not only do
t hese plazas inprove safety for the streets they
literally create an asset. They create nany parts
in vibrant public squares. If they bring economc
signi ficant econom c and soci al benefits to these
nei ghbor hoods. So even struggling organi zations are
willing to conmit their tinme and sweat equity and
resources to manage these places. So | won't
encourage you to support those groups and | am

pl edgi ng our support to you on these issues. Thank

you.
[ appl ause]
CHAI RPERSON REDRI GUEZ: Thank you.
CAZ M TCHELL: Good evening. My name is
Caz Mtchell, a proud Brooklyn resident. | work and

serve the LGBTQ conmunity.

[ appl ause]

CAZ MTCHELL: I'd like to thank you
borough president Adans for your support and Public
Advocate Janes and all the distingui shed counci

menbers. Some of ny coll eagues and friends are
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concerned about sone of the streets that we
soci al i ze on. Wat has happened with a nunber of
streets. The club spaces are on deserted dark areas
and sonetines the sweet directions do not allow
people to park. And what happens, those people then
have to wal k bl ocks and bl ocks into an even deeper
and darker area causing themto possibly be
subj ects of being violated because of that. So sone
of the things that we'd like in certain areas that
are industrial where a lot of clubs are at that the
lights stay on additional tinme. And we want to work
wWith the community and you to show you these pl aces
and, and show you how we are affected by this and
al so offer cultural conpetency to anyone who's
victimzed or hit in the accident so they can
receive sufficient respect should they be in an
accident and held in a hospital. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ: Thanks.

RON SNEI DER: Good eveni ng everyone. My
nane i s Ron Sneider. | apologize to the panel. |
wasn’'t on the list of speakers but | have a very
qui ck suggestion that cane to mnd while | was
listening to everyone. | am..

[ background commrent s]
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CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: |’ m sorry...

RON SNEIDER: 1, | apol ogize. |’ve been
a bicycle commuter in the city for nine years. And
| wanted to...

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: |’ m sorry we
need to honor those people who already are waiting
here. There' s |ike 50 people waiting...

[ appl ause]

UNKNOWN MALE 2: [off mic] My staff is
here. If you have a suggestion give it to nmy staff
but we want follow the, the, the rules.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

MORRI S SACKS: Good evening | am
registered. My nane’s Morris Sacks. |I’m a nenber of
Conmunity Board 14. | would just like to rem nd
everybody present that before any plan goes forth,
any construction is done for traffic islands or
anything of that sort they should consult with the
| ocal conmunity board. We're the people that know
the traffic patterns. We're the people that know
the traffic patterns and we drive on the streets,
and wal k on the streets, and bike on the streets
every day. As Joe Palmeri and Keith Bray you know

sonetimes things have to be undone after the
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community board finds the fault with the project
after it’s conpleted. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

[ appl ause]

UNKNOMN MALE 3: [off mic] Joe Forzell
[sp?] one of our best staff is here.

[ appl ause]

UNKNOWN FEMALE: [off mc] Gve hima
raise.

[l aught er]

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Now |l et’s go...
Pete, Pete Herman [sp?], Alex Frank [sp?], Debbie
Darkley [sp?], Toll Barseel [phonetic] Barsel et
[ phonetic] ?

PETE HERVAN. |’ m going to go first, do
it as quickly as possible so that everybody gets a
chance to speak. Thank you all for show ng up.
appreciate all of your efforts. A few things that
have bothered nme. The word is crashes, not
accidents. Please use it especially in your
speeches.

[ appl ause]

PETE HERVAN: Second | would like to

i npose on you a few things, a few ideas. Those of
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you who drove tonight as |eaders of our conmunity
when you' re getting in your car please think about
the exanple you are setting for everyone. If you
comruting by car in this city you need to think
about what exanple as |eaders you are setting.
Finally a couple of just quick easy suggestions.
Sone of them conme up before. These are just very
basic policy things. On intersections where nost of
the traffic is turning right or left, say nore than
50 percent those lights that drive pedestrians and
drive cars should be mistined. In other words you
don’t walk at the sanme tinme everybody’s turning
left or right. That will reduce traffic accidents
in crosswal ks.

[ appl ause]

PETE HERVAN:. Ckay, two nore pieces
really quickly. Police on bicycles and on the
street. Geat idea. And finally crosswalks in the
m ddl e of streets.

[ appl ause]

PETE HERVAN: For instance in front of
Bor ough Hall where the Subway | ets out and people
wal k directly across the street. Please put a...

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.
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PETE HERVAN: ..crosswal k there. Atlantic
Avenue sane thing. Thank you so nuch.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

ALEX FRANK: Thank you all very much for
exploring Vision Zero, all the departnents, all the
el ecteds. To the | ast speakers |ast point.
Sonmething we're all used to but this doesn’'t make
it right, everything about our streets says that
car occupants are nore inportant than, non, non-car
occupants.

[ appl ause]

ALEX FRANK: And the |ike, the
crosswal ks in the mddle of the block. Just the
very fact which is so natural, seens so natural to
us. The very fact that you, pedestrians have to
wal k to the corner to cross. You know I know you
can’t snap your fingers and just change that in New
York Gty right now but just that is, it, it cones
froma | ong phil osophy that car occupants are nore
i nportant than everybody el se and they are not.
Speed on city streets is stupid. You can't get
anywhere fast. So you know you feel some, you fee

stupid ani mal pleasure out of velocity but you
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don’t actually get anywhere fast because you got a
red light coming up a short distance ahead of you
and what’s the other reason it’s stupid oh yeah,
well it’s dangerous.

[l aught er]

ALEX FRANK: One qui ck suggestion. Look
into, is there sone science behind jaywal king and
jay waiting is it sometines called, does that
actually nake certain areas safer, not, not nore
dangerous but actually safer. In my experience it
| ooks like it has a great traffic calmng effect.
So maybe sonebody can check that out.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

Thank...

[ appl ause]

TOLL BARSLYE: Hello, ny nane is Tol
Barslye [sp?]. I'"mall for safe streets but

sonetimes | feel that Vision Zero only punishes one
group only which is the notorists. | have been on a
nunber of city streets and |I’ve seen nore cyclists
and pedestrians violating | aws than any notori st
ever have. |’ve seen cyclists disobeying traffic
lights and signs or pedestrians barely wait for the

signal and sonme of themwalk as if they were
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listening on an i Pod or sonething else. It nakes ne
feel as if Vision Zero is nore like just trying to
| ook for one...I feel that it’s just blam ng
notorist alone by all these prograns alone is not
going to nmake the streets safe. As long as you have
ot her groups violating |laws you cannot have safe
streets at all. | do give ny condol ences to those
that were hit but when | read the full review sone
actually got hit by not |ooking. |I’mnot saying
that they, that they were neant to but if they had
taken sonme al ertness sone of them sone of the
acci dents could have actually been avoi ded. And
it’s not to insult anyone here who | ost soneone.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you. Doug
Gooring [ phonetic], George Tate [sp?], Robert Unsen
[ phonetic] Dunsonen, Dunsen Robert [phonetic] H
Thonpson [sp?] and Jean Ryan [sp?]

DOUG GORDON: Hi, ny nane’s Doug Gordon
"1l get right to it. Sidewal k parking. There needs
to be an i medi ate crackdown on sidewal k parki ng.

[ appl ause]

DOUG GORDON: It seens like not a big

deal. You can’t get killed by a car that’s just
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sitting there but it’'s actually one of the | owest
hangi ng fruits of Vision Zero. There’s no grey
zone. You know with hydrants you may be a little
too close you don’t think you got that ticket but
with a sidewal k you re either parked on it or
you're not. And regardi ng broken w ndows why
si dewal k parking. A driver who parks on the
sidewalk is entitled. He feels entitled to probably
do other things |ike block crosswal ks whi ch happens
in front of ny apartnent across the street fromthe
school all the time forcing children out into the
street. Probably does other things like failing to
yield to pedestrians because it just is this
culture of entitlenent. So | think there should be
an i medi ate crackdown on this type of clearly
illegal behavior. And I think we need to refrane
what it neans for drivers to feel that they have
the right to park anywhere they want. W can’t take
away parking to put in a bike lane, to put in a
bi ke corral, to put in a pedestrian plaza if people
are parking on the sidewal k and feel entitled to
every inch of space. Thank you.

[ appl ause]
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GEORGE STATE: Good evening. My name is
GCeorge State. I’ma nenber of Comunity board 17
and the East Block G vilian Observation Patrol. |
want to thank all of you for being here especially
Ms. Council G bson for bringing out the enforcenent
issue to the forefront. Yes | am concerned that the
enforcenent is a key and is not being applied as
adequat e as needed. Specifically I’mtalking about
the Fargo Road [sp?] patrolled Kings H ghway to
Al bany Avenue area. W have three schools there. W
have ot her repair shop, blocking sidewal ks. This
i s...Businesses that are storing their products on
the sidewal k and bl ocking street with the, their
trucks. | tell you this is endangering the citizen
who are forced to walk on the street, in the
street. | would Iike to see nore enforcenent
regardi ng those issues. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

ROBERT THOVASON: My nane is Robert
Thomason. |I'’mfromthe Prospect-Lefferts Gardens
Nei ghbor hood Associ ation. The issue here is, our
culture is devoted to individualism And each
person i s supposed to make a success of their |ives

as an individual. But we are finding that people
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are dyi ng because of individualism W need a
different focus in our culture. And this is a very
difficult thing to bring about. | think our, ny
nei ghbor hood for instance Prospect-Lefferts Gardens
needs a full time professional community organizer
who will pull people together so that we don’t
think of our lives as | nmake it on ny own but that
all of us are nake it together. That’'s a huge
change in the way we have to conme to think unless
we want a continuation of these deaths.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

JEAN RYAN: Hi, I’m Jean Ryan [sp?]
[clears throat] excuse ne. I'’mfrom Bay R dge and
|”’ma vice president of Disabled In Action. You see
this ugly green vest | have |I’mwearing on the back
of ny wheelchair and | don’t care if it’'s ugly. |
do care but | really don’t because | want to live
so | started using it and I keep it on ny
wheel chair all the time because | don’'t want a car
to hit ne. And alnost all of ny friends who use
wheel chai rs have been hit at |east once, sonetines
nore than once in the crosswal k crossing the street

s0...And 1’ ve had so nmany close calls it isn't even
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funny. Cars going right in back of nme, cars going
right in front of ne, it doesn’'t nmatter. And that’s
crossing with the light you know in the crosswal k.
The, so the other thing is paint. Alot of the
solutions to what we're tal king about in Vision
Zero consider paint as the solution which | think
is great. But if you don’t keep on painting the
pai nt fades and we all ...we have paint, faded paint
all over the place.

[ appl ause]

JEAN RYAN: So it’s not really a
solution. It’s alnost...you know if, if we don't
keep up the paint it’s like a PR thing, oh we did
it you know sol ution solved you know. But you got
to keep up the paint. The third thing is curb cuts
al so known as pedestrian ranps. You m ght not know
it, you probably don’t but across the whole city
there are many m ssing curb cuts. They just aren’'t
there or they're bad. They're really too steep like
on Fort Ham | ton Parkway, allover like right
outside this building. And it’s dangerous, we coul d
tip over and I have tipped over on Fort Hamilton
Par kway backwards right in ny wheelchair right in

front of a, a sanitation truck. So luckily they
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wer e stopped and they hel ped ne get upright again.
So the, we have broken curb cuts. W have many,
many curb cuts with gullies underneath them where
our chairs totally get stuck. And city keeps
sayi ng, we’ve been saying for nore than 10 years we
need this and they’ ve been saying they don’t have
the noney. Well how does that nmake us feel because
everybody uses those curb cuts but you know we’'re
the ones who absolutely can’t get up or off the
curb cut any other way. And when there isn't a curb
cut or it’s really bad we have to go in the street
with traffic. | have gone up | ower Broadway. | have
gone everywhere, every big street practically,
Fourth Avenue. It doesn’'t matter. If there’ s no
curb cut we can’t go up on the sidewal k or get off
of it. So you know | would like to have nore
attention paid to that and then enforcenment |’d
like to say also. I'd like to agree with the two
peopl e who tal ked about cars parking on the
sidewal k. The traffic agents are, are trained in
their school not to enforce if a police officer or
even private cars |I’mtal king about or if FDNY is
parked there...they could have any ol d fake permt

and they, they're told | eave them al one. How do you
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think those cars get up on the sidewal k, on the
pedestrian ranps. And | have net, also for car
deal erships they're all over the place with cars
parked. | have actually net cars while | was trying
to go dowmn a curb cut and they were comng up it.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

JEAN RYAN:. Seri ously.

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ: Thanks.

UNKNOWN FEMALE 2: I, I, 1’'d just like
to actually give a quick response to a couple
t hi ngs you sai d because thank you. And | think your
comrents are very inportant. First on the paint it
has been a tough winter. W hear you and we are,
now that the weather has finally turned good DOT
wi |l be out aggressively restriping. But when you
have a very difficult winter where it snows a | ot
it's...

JEAN RYAN: But the winter before wasn’t
tough and the, there was, there was still lots and
| ots of faded...[crosstalKk]

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ: But, but we are,
we are now working with a new adm nistrati on.

UNKNOWN FEMALE 2: But, but | nean | ook.

| would al so say we have 6,000 mles of roadways in
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New York and, and | hear you. I, it, we, we know
that paint can do a lot and it’'s a very cost
effective way to go. So we will be aggressively
painting. But |, | guess I'Il just speak for...
little patience because it was a tough winter. It
snowed a lot. Qur crews are busy doi ng pothol es,
they’' re doing roadway repairs. So now the painting
season is upon us. In ternms of the, the curb cuts
thi nk what you're saying is really powerful and
think we want to make sure, we’'re really going to
try as part of Vision Zero to work closely with the
disability community. If they're part to the city
where you were falling down and we really need to
do some work...Alright well let us, | nean | think
we really want to sit down and talk to you and
figure out where sone of those places are. | nean
| ook your stories are pretty noving and | want to
make sure we’'re doing a better job on that.

JEAN RYAN: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ: Let’s conti nue
with Il da Lohen [phonetic], Doris Cruze [sp?],

Marry Alice MIler, Christopher Naden [phonetic],
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Noden [ phonetic], Naden [phonetic] N A D E...
[ crosstal k]

MARRY ALICE M LLER Ckay ny nane is
Marry Alice MIler. My borough president and ny
public advocate know me as a reporter but |1’m here
as a citizen. First | have to say | live around the
corner from Brooklyn Ascensi on School and when they
| et out at 3:00 on Rockaway Parkway their school
buses take one | ane, the parents who are comng to
pick up their kids and the on, the traffic that’s
supposed to go that way starts nmerging into the
oncom ng traffic, on Rockaway Parkway the sane
school she was tal king about. So there’s two sides
to the story. Okay | want...One | suggest that
peopl e of ny age remenber cross on the green not in
bet ween as a public service announcenent and |
woul d suggest that we bring that back. If the city
does | would like to take the credit.

[l aught er]

MARRY ALICE M LLER But because there’s
a whol e generati on who, who don’t, who had never
heard it and that we’ve had so many people cone
fromall over the world and they, they have

different infrastructure fromwhere they conme from
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Okay, second | knew, | never knew...[bell rings]
Just really, really quick this is, | live on Kings

H ghway this, this intersection right here | would

like to give it to the DOT. | have, | lived there
17 years. |’ve seen so many accidents. | live on
the fifth floor. I can, | can tell how bad an

accident is going to be just fromthe sound...

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

MARRY ALI CE M LLER Peopl e have | ost
their hands. | got hit. This last thing | would, I
woul d really suggest that those intersections where
there’s, where there's, you can turn |eft on red
the city really needs to | ook at those
i ntersections because that’s how | got hit by a
car. And if, if a driver can nake a left turn on
red then they don't need to try to run over
pedestrians when the pedestrian is crossing the
street on the green.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ: And from now on
it’s, it’s one mnute because there’s 30 nore
peopl e here waiting. So 30 mnute tine two i s equa

i ke one hour. So we want to provide the
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opportunity for everyone. So as soon as you ring,
hear the bir [phonetic] that’s the tine to give the
opportunity to sonebody el se. Thank you

UNKNOWN FEMALE 3: Ckay thank you to
everybody. But thank you for your words but thank
you for your |anguage. Because if we are trying to
get a mndset |anguage is so inportant. So the
image is fromthe NYPD, the inmages that are con ng
out from DOT now that are saying warning to
drivers, drivers we have to get you to think about
these things, thank you for that. Three little
itens that aren’'t so little as we’'re tal ki ng broken
w ndows, doubl e parking, this is so dangerous. It’s
everywhere...

[ appl ause]

UNKNOWN FEMALE 3: It is dangerous for
every single person whether you are in the car,
whet her you’' re crossing, whether you' re turning.
Inching into the crosswal ks, not stopping at the
lines, being in the crosswal ks not giving people
the space. Wiether you're in a wheel chair, whether
you' re crossing wth your stroller. And honking,
can we pl ease do sonet hi ng about honki ng. Thank

you.
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DORI S CRUZE: Good eveni ng and, good
eveni ng and thank you all. My nane is Doris Cruze
[sp?] and | amthe vice chair of Community Board 10
that covers Bay Ri dge and Dyker Heights. Every year
as part of our capital expense budget we request
crossing guards. W have not had one crossing
guard, how many schools have we built?

[ background coment s]

DORI S CRUZE: Five. Not one crossing
guard. 'l bet there are nmany people here who are
tal ki ng about schools who would say we could really
use a crossing guard.

[ appl ause]

DORI'S CRUZE: Qur city needs to increase
t he budget for crossing guards and nmake it easy for
crossing guards to work in their community. Second
we recently nmet with the New York Police, the
traffic control agents fromthe New York Gty
Pol i ce Departnment. They do a fabul ous job at
controlling traffic at dangerous intersections.
When you | ook at the pay scale of all the things
we're tal king about they're | ow hanging fruit. W
coul d use our budget and put traffic control agents

at dangerous intersections. W have three in our
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community. A 65 six, 65 seven, 86 four and we have
four dangerous thoroughfares 4'" avenue, 65'"
street, Bayridge Parkway, and Fort Ham | ton
Par kway. We need help on those. But we really need
crossing guards and traffic control agents.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

CHRI STOPHER NADEU:. Thank you for your
| eadership. My nane is Christopher Nadeu. [’ m
representing a, a marginalized community that’s
often not spoken about in New York City but I, |
have a feeling under the new | eadership that wll
change. The Al zheinmer’s community. The Al zheiner’s
community has twi ce the chance of being involved in
an accident, a car accident as a driver the sanme
age without the disease. The Al zhei ner’s di sease
mani fests itsel ves al nost conpletely after the age
of 60. And knowi ng when to take the car keys away
from sonebody who as, has Al zheinmer’s is our, is
one of our biggest challenges. And 1’11 just
summari ze by saying I'll give you ny remarks, ny
remar ks here today but people living with
Al zheimer’s or related denentia are driving right
now in the streets of Brooklyn and all over New

York. As far as | can, as | know there is no | aw or
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| egislation to cover the situation of a person with
Al zheimer’s or related denentia if they get into a
car accident. And we need it. Are we going to treat
those individuals the sane way as we treat drunk
drivers and | hope not. Lastly [bell rings] | think
that I'll just end it there. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Ri chard Sar gei ns
[ phonetic] Joann Botty [phonetic], Ellenday, Elanie
Day [phonetic], and Santos Creston Jr. [phonetic]

UNKNOWN MALE 4: [off m c]M. Chairmn
while we wait for them | respectfully suggest to
you that in any future neeting you people turn the
nanes face down as they get them What you’' re doing
is totally last in, first out on...[crosstalKk]

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ: |1’ m fol | owi ng
t he...

UNKNOWN MALE 4: All they got to do is
put them face down...[crosstal k]

ERI C ADAMS: One thing we will do here
i n Borough Hall is have order. If you have a
suggestion | got staff here. We're going to respect

the people comng to the mc. We don’t do things in
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di sorderly fashion. Renenber |I'’mex-police. | like
order. So you have a great suggestion. | like it.

We got staff here. Just raise your hand they’l|
come to you and we take that suggestion...we want to

i nprove, we want to get better. Okay. Just go ahead

Sir.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

ERI C ADAMS: Thank you

Rl CHARD SARGENT: Hi, ny nane is Richard
Sargent. |I'mfrom East Fl atbush Comuni ty Boar d.
H, ny name is Richard Sargent. |1’ m from East

Fl at bush Community Board 17. | really would like to
support Vision Zero but at the sanme tinme |’ mjust
lost in the logic of enforcing a 20 mle an hour
speed limt when you' re not enforcing a 30 mle per
hour speed Iinmt the way | really feel that you
shoul d.

[ appl ause]

Rl CHARD SARGENT: | don't |ike enpty
prom ses. That’s ai mnunber one. And ny experience,
nmy block we tried to get speed bunps all over East,
all over East Flatbush. Neighbors who were...
different bl ocks were getting speed bunps and |’ ve

said to nmy neighbor 1, well if all these nei ghbors,
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all these bl ocks want speed bunps we have an issue
wi th speeding. Where are the speeding tickets. And
we just | ooked at each other. It was |ike okay well
if youre not on a main street, if you re not on
Ki ngs Hi ghway, if you re on East 52" Street
between C arinend and Avenue D there’s no such
thing as speeding. The local streets don’t get the
type of enforcenents that we need.

CHAI RPERSON RCODRI GUEZ: Great. Thank
you.

Rl CHARD SARGENT: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thanks.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ: Scott Powel |
[sp?], Theresa Scobble [sp?], Noel Hildalgo [sp?],
and Elliot Bosch [sp?].

[ pause]

ELLI OT: Good evening. My nane is Elliot
[crosstal k] Brighten Beach. Now nmy, 1'd like to say
this. My father was a victimof a hit and run
acci dent March 28'", 1993. He di ed February 19'"
2005. Now I, | see everybody’'s involved for these
accidents, hit and run accidents, Al bany included.

But what | woul d suggest not, Al bany, we do need
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nore cameras there’s no question about that. But I
have two suggestions for a | egislation. One in Las
Angel es on the mayor TomBradly there was a, a, if
a, if the, if the driver would, would see a
pedestrian he would have to yield the, the right of
way. Not the two in Phoenix are they having an
ordi nance where that...[coughs] that...the pedestrian
acci dent properly or crisscrosses at jaywal ks,
he’ll be fine. If the driver does that he’' Il be
fine. This is legislation | think the city counci
shoul d enact. Thank you very rmnuch

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

[ appl ause]

THERESA SCAVO Theresa Scavo,
Chai rperson Conmmunity Board 15. 1’1l skip the
soci al amenities. Public service announcenents. W
all have friends whether it be a novie star or
singer. Ask themto step up and do a public service
announcenent. |I'’msure if Brittany Spears got out
there and told you cross at the green not in
bet ween our young people would be |istening instead
of darting out between cars. Left turn signals,
Coney Island Avenue, whether it’s in Southern

Br ookl yn or Church Avenue, Coney I|sland Avenue is a
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di saster. Quider Avenue left turn signals wll
solve the problem Countdown cl ocks on every street
corner. Police enforcenent. | |ove NYPD we’ ve got
to issue violations, stiffer penalties, double
par ki ng avenue, Kings H ghway, Coney I|sland Avenue,
Avenue bi g tragedi es, people crossing behind double
parked cars. Slow zones around schools. Taxi stands
at train stations. Pull the taxi’s DNLs away from
the train door stop

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

THERESA SCAVO Thank you

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thanks.

[ appl ause]

NCEL HI DALGO. Hi, ny nane’s Noe
H dal go. 1'’mthe Executive Director of Beta NYC
W' re essentially the city’s civic hackers and the
nerds who like to use the data. | hear a | ot of
great suggestions. | think one of the great
suggestions conmng out of this is let’s have a
public discussion about Vision Zero. Let’s have an
actual online dialogue...

[ appl ause]

NCEL HI DALGO .where peopl e can

actually tal k about these things and comment and
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vote these things up and down. | think that’'s a
really great idea. I'’msurprised that it hasn't

been suggested in the, the Vision Zero report. But
I’mreally here to tal k about specifically within
the Vision Zero report is about data. Wat’s
m ssing, we’ ve been asking for data to be rel eased
fromthe NYPD. We’re starting to see sonme of it
cone out but it needs to be better.

[ appl ause]

NCEL HI DALGO Particularly crash and
novi ng surmons data. We don’t have any
under standi ng ri ght now of how the street, how the
| aws on our street are being enforced. And we
really need to understand that. W need it in a
very particular way. W need a di saggregat ed
geol ocated frequently updated and as accurate and
as conplete as possible. Currently our crash data
it, one-fifth of it using the city’s own tools
cannot be accurately verified. One-fifth of the
crash data is inaccurate. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

ERI C ADAMS: You know one of the bills
that’s in the package that we’'ll be hearing in the

council is a bill that would require that the NY,
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that the data we’'re currently getting fromthe NYPD
in sort of a pdf formis available in a geocoded
and online way. So we’' |l be hearing that at the...

[ crosstal k]

NOEL HI DALGO. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

SCOTT PONELL: My nane is Scott Powel .
I’mfromPark Slope. | cane to the neeting tonight
because two nonths ago ny wife was hit in a
crosswal k by a car. She had the light. Month and a
hal f ago I was wal king ny three year old son hone
from preschool at Sixth Avenue and 18'" Street
which is the corner of PS295 we were in the
crosswal k, we had the light, there was a crossing
guard, there were other kids with us in the, in the
crosswal k. There were, it was at dismssal tine.
There were scores of kids around so everybody knew
there were kids. And we al nost got hit by a green
cab driver who was barreling through the
intersection at high speed. He went right through
the, through the crosswal k, didn’t nake any
difference. So if in that circunstance you do not
have a reasonabl e expectation of safety there is

somet hi ng deeply and dangerously wong with the car
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culture in the city. W have to change it now.
Pl ease do so.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON RCODRI GUEZ: Now | et’s have
Cassandra Soretho [phonetic], Lindsey Mtten,
Motting [ phonetic], Deborah Gief [sp?], and
Chri st opher Magrate [phonetic] Decrate [phonetic]

CASSANDRA: (Good eveni ng everyone. My
nanme i s Cassandra Savado [sp?]. Four years ago |
wi tnessed a snmall child about to cross the street
in nmy neighborhood, WIIiansburg, He was on South
Second Street and Hooper. Two years ago | |lost a
menber of ny famly due to a speeding driver. One
of the reasons why we are here today is because you
are our elected officials. You want to carry the
nessage to everyone in here but we need the
changes. You are the ones that we chose as our
voice. So with that in mnd | beg to you to nmake
t he changes that we obtain all the traffic lights,
all the necessities in our community that will
prevent children, community residents, everyone
that is affected by it, speeding driver is a
casualty. And especially our children. They do not

have a voice. You are our voice. So today everyone
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here is concerned and we are all pleading to you to
make those changes. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

[ appl ause]

LI NDSEY MOTLEN: Hel |, 1’ m Li ndsey
Motl en [sp?]. Thank you for making Vision Zero a
priority. In Decenber | was a pedestrian in a hit
and run on Gand Street. Luckily I will be okay but
too many people are not as fortunate. The driver
who hit me is still on the road ready to ness up
sonmeone else’s life and ny case was cl osed w t hout
a detective ever speaking to ne. W need nore
resources so this doesn’'t keep happening. | agree
that we need to change the | anguage around reckl ess
driving and stop calling these accidents. |If any
law is broken then it’s a crash, a collision, a
crime, not an accident. It’s inportant to create a
culture where it’s shameful to break traffic |aws,
text and drive, etcetera. To do that the | aws
around negligent driving should be nore strict. If
a taxi driver hits or kills a person we take away
the taxi license. That's barely a slap on the
wrist. What nmessage does it send. W need to treat

negligent driving like drunk driving. Regarding
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speedi ng as a consultant who worked on the project
| think we can use the cityw de perfornance
reporting platformto map out key locations to
install speeding cameras. W shoul d reexanm ne no
fault being capped at 50K and calling it no fault.
But that’s a mnor expense, mnor fraction of the
expense. And then finally, hopefully winter is over
now but being on crutches opened ny eyes that we
need to do a better job of clearing ice and snow.
When t he sidewal ks aren’t clear people walk in the
shoul der or bi ke |ane. Wien bus stops aren’t clear
people wait in the street. It’s not an acci dent
waiting to happen, it’s a preventabl e di saster
waiting to happen.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

DEBORAH GRIFE: My nane is Deborah Gife
[sp?]. | amthe Chairperson of the Famly Split
Advi sory Council. | represent parents who have
children with devel opnental disabilities and I am
the secretary of the 504 denocrat people who wth,
have disabilities. Unfortunately nost of, what Jean
Ryan said was totally true, the crosswal ks, when
you try to get up and down wheel chairs...ny |ate

not her | al nost tipped her over in Ccean Parkway.
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Ocean Parkway is a major speed zone when | first
noved there in 1973. | can tell you straight out
that we learned to sleep without the regular |ion
light by our side, why. Mddle of the night we
woul d hear, because | live right near where Avenue
W curves, crash, boom called right away 911, knew
exactly where the cars...they like to use these big
par kways as speed, speed roadways. They think
they’'re in the Indianapolis 500. The same thing for
fountain avenue right by the devel opnental center
You have individuals devel opnents ability do not
al ways understand, not through a fault of their own
no matter how nmuch travel training we give them
they don’'t conprehend. So we need to sl ow
everyt hing down there. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ: Thank you.

CHRI STOPHER DEGRYE: Hi, |’ m Chri st opher
Degrye [sp?] from New York City Transit Riders
Council. As Jean and Deborah al ready spoke about
parts of disabilities it is very inportant that
DOT, TLC pl ease understand that our fellow
disabilities need the necessary safety; crosswal ks,
bus stops, especially the shoveling of the snow

because a | ot of, 75 percent of our stops, even
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Eric can vouch on this as well as Letitia Janes and
every other official knew bus stops were not
shovel ed properly. Half of our custoners had to go
out of the mddle of the street and drivers had to
drive slowy where they’'re in snow node they have
to drive proceed cautionly [phonetic] so they don’t
hit anyone. So |I'’masking all elected officials
when we have our next possibly snow stormin the
fall or the winter com ng up please let’s get the
shovel i ng done faster and properly safely. W do,
you don’t, not want to have any nore |l awsuits.
Thank you

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you. Let’s
see Louis Aling Bordnick [phonetic], Mchelle Paris
[sp?], Poval e Lopez [phonetic]. They're not here,
we continue. That’'s fine you can, you can go...

Wth no disrespect to anybody here. Two
things I’'ve heard today that are nost inportant
educati on and enforcenent. One word is m ssing;
repetitive. What you do here today, if it ends here
today or when this panel is done it won't work. Now
| don’t know any coll ege that gives out degrees in
traffic but there are a | ot of people with ideas

here and you can’t do it all in one mnute. So |’'m
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going to ask the commi ssioner to grant ne 10
m nutes of her time at her location. | will cone
there and lay out a suns of zero costs up to
mnimal costs that will help this city with its
traffic problens. Because what’s being done now is
a total disaster. You' re creating funnels, backing
up traffic, and causing nore accidents by people
who think the world revolves around their
sphincters. And we’ve got to change that attitude.
W’ ve got to have enforcenent and sone neans that
penalizes them that really hits themin the head.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you Sir.

[ appl ause]

POVALE LOPEZ: Good evening. My nane is
Poval e [sp?] Lopez. | have a serious concern to
bring up to your attention here. It’s in the, just
Br ookl yn but Queens, Manhattan, and all the
boarders. The liberty taxis are inplenenting and
your technol ogy of using tablets to receive
di spatch calls and the question is isn't this a, a
bi gger reason than just sending the text, the
driver paying attention to a tablet receive a call
| just want to call to your attention because this

is something that can count as a mgjor distraction
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in adriver. Liberty drivers are not |ike black car
driver. Liberty drivers are noving around the city
all the time expecting for a call, having a tabl et
in front of their eyes represent a bigger risk than
just sending a text. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you. Bi at
Bur ki ng [ phonetic], Stephen Arthur [sp?], M chae
Drives [sp?], Jewel Laywits [phonetic].

UNKNOWN FEMALE 4: Hello, three of ny
friends have been struck by vehicles in the past
year. My friend Ella Bandies [sp?] was fatally
struck by a city bus. | attended a city counci
nmeeting | ed by Councilwoman Reyna in Brooklyn to
try to understand what circunstances caused ny
brilliant sober friend to end up in front of a bus.
| was told by the departnment of transportation that
this intersection was already identified as a high
pedestrian crash zone and that nany steps had
al ready been taken to try to make it safer. | asked
what data had been col |l ected and anal yzed t hat
poi nted...those projected being the nost inpactful
solutions for this high inpact, high pedestrian
crash zone excuse ne, why was the budget being

spent this way. The DOT collects a | ot of data
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about the nunber of cars at intersections and their
speed. But nothing about the density of pedestrian
wal kways. |If thousands of people are comruting
t hrough busy intersections at rush hour is their
enough room for everyone to walk in pedestrian
desi gnated areas. | urge the Departnent of
Transportation to reevaluate their data collection
and anal ysis process, it is irresponsible to ignore
the need for data driven decisions that affect the
limted budget to inprove high pedestrian crash
zones. | don’t want nmjor |egislation that insist
on unproven solutions. | do want better data that
addresses the actual dangers.
CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.
STEPHEN ARTHUR: Hell o, my nane is
Stephen Arthur. |I’mrepresenting nyself. MWy
grandf ather was crushed to death on a sidewal k one
bl ock fromwhere | currently work you know before |
was born, one day before his 65" birthday in
M dt omn Manhattan and |’ m pretty sure he wasn't
usi ng an i Pod back then. But since | was personally
attacked too far fromhere | wear this yellow
hel met and vest, two rear and front |ights, but

since then |’ve been doored by taxis tw ce when the
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passengers have opened their door in, into the
roadway. Not you know on the sidewal k. And there’s
no consequences for them One tine | thought I, |
broke an arm Fortunately |I didn't. So from what |
understand that Vision Zero that cyclists and
pedestrians are already practicing Vision Zero
because | don’t know when |ast tinme either of those
groups have killed anyone el se. And al so one ot her
thing is the Plum Beach bi ke path has not been
fixed in five years since Hurricane Ida. And | see
cyclists going on the Belt Parkway and...if, if the
reverse were true. |If Belt Parkway were full of
sand for 200 feet how |l ong would that |ast?

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

[ appl ause]

UNKNOMWN MALE 5: A few, [clears throat]
excuse ne. A few years ago | was riding ny bike to
work in the bike |ane on Wthe Avenue. | was hit by
a Harl ey Davidson who was trying to pass a big box
truck that was noving too slowy for him So he
gunned his engine, veered in the bike |lane and ran
me over. So | would really |like the Departnent of
Transportation to focus a bit nore on protected,

traffic separated bi ke lanes. And I’ m not talking
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about taking nore | anes away from you know
vehicles. I'’msinply saying we ought to be | ooking
nore often and do as they do in Europe. Put a
singl e bike | ane up against the curb and used
parked cars as a natural barrier to protect
cyclists and joggers fromtraffic. And also the
added benefit of that is it also protects cyclists
like me fromdoors sw ngi ng open and pushi ng us
into oncomng traffic all the tinme. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUE: Thank you.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ: Now we have
Bar bara Hays [sp?], Jack Durie [phonetic], Allen
Rosen [sp?], and Trenmi ne Wi ght.

UNKNOWN MALE 6: Just wanted to say
t hanks and great work to all of you guys for even
starting this conversation. W really appreciate
it. Sonebody who’s born in New York, lived in
Manhattan, lives in Brooklyn getting around from
place to place is what | spend nost of ny tine
doing. And | just want to say that while everything
that you guys are doing is really really great al
of it is for naught if you do not have the

enforcenent and a DA that will then prosecute when
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sonmebody commits a crine, an act of vehicul ar
viol ence to quote Noah from Trans Alt. W shoul d
never ever know the nanme of people |ike Mathew
Lefrebra [sp?] and we shoul d never know the nane of
the cab driver Fysel Human [phonetic] who
di smenbered a 20 year old girl with his cab while

trying to run a cyclist over who the DA didn't

prosecute. That’s crazy. | nean for real he tried
to kill sonebody with a car.

[ appl ause]

UNKNOWN MALE 6: |, and everybody el se

in New York City plore you to please stop and think
about nmaking murder in New York illegal because
currently it is only if you do it with a car.
Thanks.

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ: Thank you.

[ appl ause]

TREMAI NE WRI GHT: Good evening. |'m
Tremain Wight, chairperson of Cormunity Board 3 in
Bedf or d- Stuyvesant. In ny nei ghborhood we have had
three vehicular fatalities in the |last year and
each was the result of suspects fleeing the police.
Safe, public safety in ny neighborhood is not

sol ely dependent on vehicular speed limts. It is
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based on a host of other concerns and demands and
demands the inplenmentation of other tools. Qur
communi ty needs additional street |ighting, school
crossing guards, coordinated traffic |ights,
countdown cl ocks, sidewal k extensi ons near school s
adj acent to wide high traffic streets and better
mai nt enance of roads. These inprovenents wll nmake
our streets safer. And however lighting may be the
one inprovenent that will reap the greatest
rewards. Public safety demands at Vision Zero make
additional street lighting a hallmark of any safety
pl an. Many of our Brooklyn blocks are Iined with
trees that create a wonderful canopy of shade.
These sanme canopi es create dangerous stretches of
dark sidewal ks and roadways. And I’I| just give it...

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ: Thank you.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: And to...

ALLEN ROSEN: My nanme, ny nane is Allen
Rosen. One thing | don’t understand when a driver
kills a pedestrian it’s either an accident and he's
i nnocent or he’s guilty of manslaughter. How do you
kill a pedestrian and then get charged with failure

to yield the right of way. That | don’t understand.
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There are many things that are done to inprove
safety. | don’t...Wy doesn’t the state require when
you renew your driver’s license to retake the
witten test. Drivers haven’t | ooked at drivers
regulations in 40 years. They don’t renenber what
was required to becone a driver. But sone things
don’t agree with. To, to say 20 is plenty on every
street makes no sense at all. Sone streets yes, 20
mles an hour is okay. But on mmjor streets there's
far reaching inplications if you try to nake every
street 20 mles an hour which is what |’ ve heard
here today. It nmakes no sense at all. W need
clearer, also regulations. The DOT website says it
is legal to walk a curb cut at a T intersection
where there’s no signal. That is incorrect. It
needs to be corrected.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ: Now cal l'ing the
| ast panels fromthe public Enmanie Erveen
[ phonetic], Al en Herver [phonetic], Maro WIllis
[ phonetic], Henry Wascote [phonetic], Isalla
el noabl urn [ phonetic], Nessun Stolt [phonetic], and

Bol d Strebber [phonetic]
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MARGA WEEKS: Good night. My nane is
Mar ga Weeks [phonetic]. I’mthe | eader of the, the,
nmy buil ding 625 Overshur [phonetic]. | would Iike
to say on Al ganma [ phonetic] while I was crossing
there is the cars comng and there’s a school guard
but she do not comes out to take the children
across the streets. She's always on her phone. And
al so on Church Avenue those are a ness. They need
to take care of these children. The lights tine you
start across the light stops counting. Right on by
my block is 11 minutes to cross. By the courthouse
there is 25 mnutes. Qur turn is inportant. Qur is
inportant. So pl ease change the tiner on these
t hi ngs because sone nornings | have to run across
whil es getting there I’ma MIO enpl oyee.

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ: Thank you.

[ appl ause]

EMONI E | RVING Good evening. My nane is
Enonie Irving [sp?]. |I'mthe Director of the E
Center for Learning and Devel opnent which is a
academ c support program |’ma teacher and a nom
but 1'’mactually here because |'m a heartbroken
sister. This is a picture of nmy brother and | a

year, exactly a year before he got hit and killed
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com ng home fromwork. He's a New York City taxi,
yell ow cab driver. But he rode his bike for his
life. He loved to do it even though he drove for a
living. He was actually interned for you Senator
Eric Adans in H gh School. He got hit on C assen
and Washi ngton. And they call that dead man’s
curve. So | think that it’s right across the street
from Botanical Gardens and it’s right next to Clara
Bartin. | think that there definitely needs to be
a, a speed bunp or sonething there to, to help. 20
is plenty speed limt I'’mdefinitely behind that. |
can't wait to go to Al bany to hel p support that.
And that’'s basically it. | thank everybody for
their time. Ch, Eric Adans | want to give you his
funeral program

[ appl ause]

[ pause]

Good Night, My nane’s Kevin Prescott. |
want to thank all the Borough President for getting
this panel together because at |east there are
different agencies to...so many of us have different
problens we’'d like to bring to the forefront. The
reason | said that | amthe president of East

Fl at bush first fromthe president of 52" to East
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52" Street. Also |’ma menber of the Community
Board 17 and Kings County South Civic Association.
|’ m..president. The reason |I’m saying that is we
didn’t have any problemon nmy bl ock for the last 20
some years. 42 years |’ve been living on ny bl ock
I’m within that 42 years 21 years we...having
probl ens pertaining to speeding on the block. And I
heard that the, the public advocate stated that she
was going to | ook into Kings H ghway and
Pennsl yvani a Avenue. | would al so have like to | ook
into the side streets. Because what they are doing
i nstead of going down Eutic [sp?] Avenue, the
traffic is...try to...make a shortcut into East 52"
Street, go back around, back into Eutic [sp?]
Avenue, so | appreciate the ook into that.

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ: Thank you.

Thank you very much

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ: Thanks a | ot .

[ appl ause]

ALLEN GERBER: Hello, I'm Al'l en Cerber
[sp?] | walk, | bike, | take the subway a | ot and I
feel in danger a lot. | don't need to | ook over ny
shoul der due to crinme very nmuch which is good work

by the NYPD and | hope they make the sane progress
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so | don't need to do the same because of traffic
dangers. | think it would be great if we could get
nore officers patrolling on foot and on bicycle so
t hey understand the dangers the ngjority of our
citizens face.

[ appl ause]

ALLEN GERBER: And | al so hope that we
get better fornms of self-enforcing streets. One
thing I haven’t heard nmentioned is diverters so the
| ocal streets |ike the one the gentlenman before
nmentioned cars can’t drive through them and are
instead diverted to major streets where our traffic

enforcenent and cameras will be concentrated. Thank

you.
CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.
PAUL SHRI VER Good evening. My nane is
Paul Shriver. | live in BoerumHll in Brooklyn.

And when | ride ny bike home fromwork | bike down
second avenue where I'min a protected bike lane in
Manhattan. And then | cross the Manhattan bridge
where the bikes are separated fromthe traffic,
fromthe car traffic, and then | bi ke down Jay
Street. And Jay Street is a giant ness. It is the

wild west. There are cars doubl e parked, there are
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people making illegal U-turns. There are liberty
cabs doing it, there are court vehicles doing it.
There are police cars in the bike | ane nonstop al
the time. So this, this is one thing you can do
tomorrow. Tonorrow pretend it is Halloween and your
tickets are like candy. And I ...

[l augher, appl ause]

PAUL SHRI VER: And the long term
solution is a protected bi ke | ane down the m ddl e
i ke they have on EIm Street. You need to, this is
a main throw fare and it needs ngj or
infrastructure. And then lastly if you re going to
put a bi ke |lane anywhere in New York City paint it
green. There is no reason for any bi ke box or any
bi ke I ane not to be green.

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ: Thank you.

[ appl ause]

NELSON: Good evening. |I’m Nel son M
Stout [phonetic], | amthe transportation,
sanitation, environnment chair at Community Board 3
in Bedford-Stuvensant. And | think it’s very
inmportant to note that | ama pedestrian, a
cyclist, a cycled here this evening as well as use

public transportation and a sonetinme driver. It’s
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very inpetrative that the DOT and all interested
st akehol ders and parties | ook to education across
the board to all these types of individuals that
are using our streets that | just described. As
wel| as enforcenment because enforcenent seens to be
| acki ng and needs to, at least it, it needs to go
forward. In terns of our conmmunity board, we just
recently had to weather the stormwth regard to
press with regard to the slow zones. Sl ow zones are
needed in sone conmunities but with the input just
as they were when they introduced the select bus
service there were C, CAC neetings and the bike
| anes...the people in the community and the
communi ty board know best what is best for their
communi ty. And somet hing across the board safe in
the sl ow zone then is going to affect the area
around that and people are going to divert
thensel ves to, to bypass that area. They have to be
t houghtful Iy thought through. And as it was said
before there needs to be an online commentary...

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

NELSON: ..as well as commentary at town

hal | meetings. Thank you.
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CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you. And
now before we pass the m crophone for our host,
our, Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adans who |ike
to give the opportunity for any of ny coll eague,
fromthe DOT and the other agency if they woul d
like to have one minutes a closing renark.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: So we need a
change in our culture. W need to recognize that no
one has a nonopoly on our streets and that action,
action and change requires the participation of all
of us in this room W all have a responsibility.
There’s a nunber of streets that were nentioned.
|’ mnot going to nention all of thembut |’'ve
gathered all of them But | think what we did not
mention is the fact that as a government we need to
invest nore in transit in the MIA. The reality is
that there were major cuts in Brooklyn.

[ appl ause]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: W know the bus
line. W know the subway lines that were all cut.
We’ve had protest and all of those |ines, sone of
t hem have been restored and not others. W al so
need to consider giving, allow ng devel opers,

gi ving them sone exenptions fromrequiring parking
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in not only Brooklyn but throughout the city of New
York. We need to take cars off our street. And, and
enforcenent is major, major, nmajor. Data, obviously
crash data. | know that there’'s a bill pending in
city council, disaggregated, frequently updated
nore interactive, nore crossing guards. And trucks.
Trucks need to get off these streets.

[ appl ause]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. They only need
to be on truck routes and private busses as wel |l
that continue to go down streets illegally. There’'s
a nunber of recommendations but | know |’ ve been
limted to one mnute. Thank you Chair Rodri guez
and t hank you Borough President, and thank ny
col | eagues in Governnent. And thank you NYPD
Enf or cement, enforcenent, and nore enforcenent.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.
Anybody El se. And sorry Council Menber G bson, are
you take, is it your turn or..Ckay Sso...

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Thank you Counci
Menber Rodriguez. And again thank you Borough
President for hosting us tonight. Really all | want
to dois, is add a couple things that | didn't

necessarily hear tonight. But | represent a




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

BROOKLYN TOMWN HALL MEETI NG 118
comunity that is an inmgrant community. And I
want to make sure that anything that we do noving
forward we nake sure that we comuni cate in
mul ti pl e | anguages maki ng sure that everybody that
speaks ot her | anguages |ike nmandarin and Spani sh
and really every |l anguage that this borough speaks
that we do that with those comunities in mnd as
well. And really everything that, that was
di scussed today was, was, was sonething that we’ ve
been thinking about. But it’s always great to hear
directly fromyou. | want to also highlight and
underscore the LGBT comunity nmenber Caz who, who
really spoke about how we, we bring that cultural
conpetency at that |evel of interaction from al
our different agencies. And so | want to highlight
that. Thank you so nuch

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH: Thank you very
much. | just want to...Vision Zero doesn’t end
tonight. Vision Zero starts tonight. And | could
speak for ny district, nmy 48 Council District for
those that reside in ny district nmy office is
avai l able for you, to listen to your concerns, to

listen to your information about any corners or
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intersections or street lights that need to be
coordi nated. And you know we spoke about a nunber
of things tonight. W need nore school crossing
guards. W need nore counting signals. And we al so,
we didn’t nention when parents wal k their children,
you usually push the carriage in front of you. So
we need to be careful when we push those carri ages
with our children inside to first | ook and then
push the carriage. And, and about the pets. Wen
you wal k your pets you cross the streets it’s not
just human life. We got to think about our, our
pets. And you know | just want to, to thank our
Chair for hosting this event and our Borough
Presi dent, our Brooklyn Borough President. And |'d
like to thank all the agencies that are here today
and 1’m | ooking forward to working with each and
every one of you to make our streets safer. Thank
you.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

UNKNOWN MALE: | think the nost powerful
thing I heard tonight was in fram ng sone of the
way we use | anguage. | never thought about it

before but it’s not an accident waiting to happen.
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If it’s waiting to happen it’s a preventabl e crash
waiting to happen, let’s prevent it.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.

COW SSI ONER: From DOT’ s poi nt of view
| want to thank you all for your great coments. My
whol e teamis here. If there are particul ar areas,
particul ar concerns please cone talk to us. W will
try and work with you and do the best job we can
all around the city starting here in Brooklyn. So
t hank you.

[ appl ause]

UNKNOWN MALE: | just want to al so point
out fromour Community Affairs Bureau today we have
Li eutenant Sallas and al so Sargent Cagi ono from
Chief Jaffey’s Ofice. Qur Brooklyn South, Brooklyn
Sout h and Brooklyn North our Vision Zero
Coordi nators are here. They sat through this
process and they’ ve absorbed a [ ot of the
information that you’ ve given us tonight so I’'m
very happy that they’'re here. | will share that
information with the other six borough XOs who are
vi sion coordinators for the rest of the city. |

just wanted to nmention to you also that the DAs are
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on board...in reference to Vision Zero. W have been
neeting with themthrough the mayor’s office and
t hey’ ve been coordinating with us. And last item we
mention part of our partners is again the
col l aboration with all the community. School
crossing guards, sonetinmes |’ve had an opportunity
as a Brooklyn South Borough, fornmer Borough
Commander |’ ve seen sone of the crossing guards out
there. And again our school crossing guard
coordinators will then, now | ook at, to train our
crossing guards better so that they' re nore
assertive and they're nore interactive. | take it
upon mnyself to speak to sonebody in reference
because | didn’'t like what | saw. So agai n pl ease
just touch base with your comunity affairs officer
fromyour command and | et them know and they’' |l do
it in agentle way and | et her know or he or she
that she could do a better job.

[ appl ause]

UNKNOWN MALE: | just wanted to thank
everyone for com ng out tonight. And think safety.

UNKNOWN MALE: Well | just, | just
| earned a ton fromeverybody. And Ms. Savado,

Cassandra Savado what you said about protecting
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children has really stuck with ne. And I want to
thank you for raising that. It’s an inportant

point. There’s also a |lot of science behind it. W
all need to renenber that kids can’t detect speed
until they're in their teens. Kids don’t know. Like
biologically it’s inpossible. So we need to protect
them | want to thank you for raising that point.

[ appl ause]

UNKNOWN FEMALE: Just on behal f of the
mayor’ s office thank you everyone so nuch for
comng out. | have a ton of notes here to go back
and review. This is not the end of the dial ogue.

Pl ease continue to reach out to us. Go back into
your conmunities, to your friends and nei ghbors.
Talk to folks. Let them know what you heard here,
what you | earned here. And gather information from
themas well and bring it back to us so we can have
as much information as possible. And feel free to
grab ne after this if anybody needs ny contact
information to, to get ahold of ne.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you. We
wll be done in five mnutes. If you...is only to
hear the closing remarks fromthe Brookl yn Borough

President. That’'s all five mnutes, we will be
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done. And I would like to say to announce it that
the next public hearing is going to be April 23'°

at LaGuardia Community Col | ege. Second that what
the gentleman hear you say that we need to create
cultural, where we had to learn that we will nake
it together. | think that, for nme that’s one of the
nost est [ phonetic] strongest nessage. | believe

t hat what we’ve been going through as a city since
| ast year when New York el ected a mayor base on a
gi ven mandate saying we need to deal with

i nequality. Have brought New Yorkers together. Now
when it cone to Vision Zero the whole city’s saying
do somet hing. W cannot wait for another victim
And this is inportant. And then also we heard |ike
not only dealing with, with car crash accidents but
the last report a few days ago about clinate
change. Wll we heard that, it’s still the worst is
still for hot comng. So | think that com ng
together on Vision Zero is also a way of how we
need to be ready and prepare to act together as a
city. Now fight doing whatever we can so that we
are, we eradicate all the nunber of car crash

acci dent but also |earning ant taking our culturals

[ phonetic] to another level or through intense
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together. Wth that I would like to call our host,
our Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adans.

[ appl ause]

BOROUGH PRESI DENT ERI C ADAMS: Thank you
Ydanis. And | thank ny coll eagues in governnent
once, and again thank ny staff and think Abe
Fri edman and Sandra Chaprman for bringing this
t oget her.

[ appl ause]

BOROUGH PRESI DENT ERI C ADAMS: Mal comi s
in the back. Janmal Pollard is here and | think
Ant hony Drummond is here as well. Qur entire team
is behind this, this issue. And again don’t | ook
for police or politician to solve probl ens that
i npact the people. It’s a partnership. W have to
do this together. And so often a countless nunber
of people they |look for elected officials and
governnental officials to solve everyday probl ens.
W have to join the process together. It’'s, that’s
i nperative. You are not powerless, you are
powerful . Spread your voice. Let’s have a clear
agenda that we could have a safe street, a safe

drive save lives. And we going to do that in the
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bor ough of Brooklyn and throughout the city of New
York. Thank you for nuch, so much for com ng out.

[ appl ause]

[ gavel ]
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