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COW TTEE ON H GHER EDUCATI ON 3
[ gavel ]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Good nor ni ng. Good

nor ni ng.

[col l ective good norning]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: W have a sonewhat
tardy start and | do apol ogize for that. | respect

your com ng and adhering to the tinme and we were
going to get started. My nane is Inez Barron and |
amthe Chair of the Hi gher Education Conmttee and
| want to thank you for com ng. And today’ s hearing
is an oversight on can CUNY’' s Pat hways Program hel p
i nprove graduation rates. And the purpose of
today’s hearing is to |learn fromthe CUNY

adm ni stration, faculty, and students about the

Pat hways to G aduation Program whi ch was adopted by
the trustees of CUNY in 2011. It was inplenented in
2013 and fundanental | y changed the CUNY curricul um
graduation requirenents and transfer credit
policies. | cone to the Council fromthe New York
State Assenbly where | sat on the Hi gher Education
Commttee which has a |legislative authority and
oversight over CUNY. So |I'mvery famliar with the
i ssues of the University. | wanted to devote this

first hearing to Pathways because of the last two
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COW TTEE ON H GHER EDUCATI ON 4
years when | was in Al bany a |ot of the concerns
wer e expressed about what Pathway is, what it does,
and whether it will dimnish the value of a CUNY
degree. In a tinme when the free education that was
available to me as a student at Hunter College is
no |l onger available to today s students. And where
student | oad debts exceed credit card debt and when
it is not unusual for a student at a CUNY Conmunity
Coll ege to take four, five, even six years to
obtain an associate’ s degree. It is very inportant
to ne that students, faculty, and the public have
an opportunity to comrent on policies that affect
t he val ue of public education. Before | begin I’'d
like to advise nmy coll eagues and they’ ve been al so
warned before this that there is pending litigation
agai nst the University over the issues of whether
the trustees have proper authorization to adopt and
i mpl ement Pat hways. And accordingly | ask that ny
colleagues limt their questions for the
adm ni stration of areas of policy and refrain from
questions regarding the litigation. At the sane
time | want to assure the faculty and students in
attendance that we are here to hear all your

concerns about the Pathways policy. Finally | want
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COW TTEE ON HI GHER EDUCATI ON
to acknow edge ny col | eagues, oh great we’ ve been
joined by nore that are here with me. To ny
i medi ate | eft Vanessa G bson fromthe Bronx, next
to her Laurie Cunbo from Brooklyn, and on the end
Counci | Menber Cabrera fromthe Bronx. Thank you.
And | also want to acknow edge the comittee staff
to ny inmediate right is the Conmmttee Council
Jeff Canpania. And | al so want to acknow edge the
Policy Analyst Tanya Cyrus. So on today the
Conmittee on Higher Ed. will be holding a hearing
can Pat hways Program hel p i nprove graduation rates.
It’s focusing on the newinitiative by the City
Uni versity of New York to stream ine graduation
requirements and the transfer of process. Wtnesses
invited to testify include representatives fromthe
CUNY admi nistration, faculty nenbers, students, and
other interested parties. In June as we heard the
Board of Trustees approved the adoption of the
Pat hways to degree conpl etion or Pathways which
est abl i shes a new general education and credit
transfer system across the University. It’s
desi gned to standardize core curricula and to
stream ine the transfer process across the

Uni versity system Accordingly it is expected to
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COW TTEE ON H GHER EDUCATI ON 6
i nprove graduation rates, help nore students earn
their degrees on tine, and save noney for students
and the university. In 2013 the Board of Regions
approved the new master plan including Pathways and
it took affect this past fall. Approximtely 39
t housand students have registered in at |east one
Pat hways Common Core Course. It ainms to rectify the
probl ens many students experience in neeting
general education and transfer requirenents. Prior
to Pat hways CUNY general education requirenents
varied from canmpus to canpus and in sone instances
Associ ate Degree seeking students were required to
conplete a mninmum of 60 credits and Baccal aureate
students were required to conplete a m ni mum of 120
credits. In fact the University's Ofice of
Institutional Research and Assessnment estinated
that in the 2008, 2009 academ c year 17,634
Baccal aureat e graduat es conpl eted an average of 130
credits, significantly higher than the required 120
credits which costs students and the state 72.5
mllion dollars. Many of those excess credits were
due to students not having receive transfer credit
for courses they had taken at their origina

col | eges. For decades the CUNY system posed
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COW TTEE ON H GHER EDUCATI ON 7
chal | enges for students seeking to transfer from
one CUNY canpus to another and | acked an effective
process for quality control of the courses that
students wi shed to transfer. Faculty and
adm ni stration have tried to inprove the situation
t hrough articul ati on agreenents anong t he canpuses
and by matching courses for credit by nmeans of the
online transfer information and program pl anni ng
systemtips. In spite of such efforts often tines
transferring students would be forced to retake
cl asses taken at ot her CUNY schools even though
such cl asses woul d not be covered by financial aid.
Under Pat hways students at all CUNY schools are
guaranteed that all of their credits are
transferable to all the other schools in the CUNY
system Easing the ability of students to transfer
fromjunior colleges to senior colleges. To
acconplish this end a new curricul um has been
i npl emrented across all schools. Al new CUNY
under graduates, freshman, and transfer students,
are required to conplete a conmon core. It’s a very
popul ar term Conmon Core General Education
curriculumconsisting of 30 credits in order to

make, to attain their degrees. Students enrolled in
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COW TTEE ON H GHER EDUCATI ON 8
baccal aureate prograns are required to take an
additional six to 12 quote college option credits
of general education as defined by each college
within the CUNY system Students who entered CUNY
prior to the Fall of 2013 have the choice of
deci di ng whether to opt in to the Pathways
requi rement and are encouraged to seek the gui dance
of an advi sor or other on-canpus resource to help
t hem make inforned decisions. However, Pathways has
received strong opposition fromthe professiona
staff; Congress, PFC, and the Union representing
CUNY faculty nenbers stating that the new
requirements are too restrictive and | ower CUNY s
academ c standards. Although Pat hways woul d
facilitate easier transfer between CUNY canpuses
advocat es agai nst Pat hways argue that it would
simul taneously limt the opportunities for any
student | eaving CUNY for another institution.
Advocates al so argue that CUNY's core curricul um
i nconpati ble with general education standards at
nost other universities forcing students exiting
CUNY to start at a new institution at a
di sadvantage. So at today’s hearing the conmttee

seeks to explore the academ c val ue of Pat hways,
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COW TTEE ON H GHER EDUCATI ON 9
specifically howit ains to increase graduation
rates, increase cost savings, and ensure that
students receive a high quality education.
Furthernore the Comm ttee seeks to | earn how
students are inforned about Pathways, how opting
out of Pathways nmay affect student outcones and
what areas of Pathways, and what areas of Pathways
can be inproved to provide students with the
adequat e support they need to succeed in Coll ege.
And we’'re very pleased that we’'re looking at this
i ssue because as you know for so nany peopl e but
especially for African Anericans hi gher education
is away towards lifting thensel ves into other
econom c opportunities, other levels, and other
opportunities in expanding their own know edge
base. So certainly during black history nonth we
want to take this opportunity to put a spotlight on
the inportance of higher education. And with that
we're going to call our first panel. And | have
asked that CUNY be the first panel because it’'s
their initiative and we want themto |ay out what
it is that has happened, how we’'ve gotten to this
poi nt, what the programoffers, and how they intend

to go forward with this. And we’ ve asked that CUNY
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COW TTEE ON H GHER EDUCATI ON 10
do, does remain for the entire hearing so that they
can hear and get the opinions of the other panels
and they’' ve agreed to do that. So the first panel
is a CUNY panel. | would like to invite Vice
Chancel l or Julia Wigley, Vice Chancellor Frank
Sanchez, Vice Chancellor and CGeneral Council Rick
Schaffer, and if there’s M. Hershens [sp?] and are
you a part of that? Ckay, so that’s the first pane
and 1'd like to invite themto come. And we are
asking to, to highlight the inportance and the
seriousness of this issue. W re asking that al
the panels that wll be presenting take an oath. So
if you d raise your right hand. Do you swear and/or
affirmto tell the truth, the whole truth, and
not hing but the truth in your testinony before this
commttee and to respond honestly to all counci
menber questions? Thank you. Please state your nane
and you may proceed. If you push that red button.
Thank you

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: Hi, I'mJulia
Wi gley. Good norning Chairperson Barron and
menbers of the H gher Education Committee. |I'’mthe
InterimExecutive Vice Chancell or and University

Provost at the City University of New York. Thank
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COW TTEE ON H GHER EDUCATI ON 11
you for this opportunity to speak with you today
regardi ng what has conme to be known as Pat hways
Initiative. Inits sinplest terns this initiative
was created to make it easier for students to
transfer anmong CUNY col | eges. Wiy does transfer
matter? Around the country the traditional nodel of
students attending one college fromorientation to
comrencenent has given way to a new pattern, one in
whi ch many students change col | eges at | east once
as they pursue their degrees. These newer patterns
frequently nake the route to a degree nore of a
swrl than a straight forward |linear path. This
pattern is even nore pronounced at CUNY than it is
at the national level due to multiple factors.
First, CUNY is a single large innongrated system
that contains both community col |l eges which confer
degrees at the associate |evel and baccal aureate
granting institutions. The fact that our coll eges
are located in a concentrated setting one city with
an extensive public transit network also | eads to
| arger than typical transfer flows. In 2010, ‘11
for exanple, nore than 20,000 students transferred
W thin CUNY. These students transferred in every

direction but the |argest nunber of students
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COW TTEE ON H GHER EDUCATI ON 12
transferred fromcommunity colleges to senior
col | eges. That sanme year nore than 12 thousand of
these transferring students noved from our
comrunity colleges to our senior colleges. In this
trajectory students epitom ze the university’s
cruci al access mssion. Many of these students are
| ow i ncone and began at conmmunity col | eges because
t hey denonstrated renedi al needs when they
matri cul ated. They achi eved academ c profici ency
and raised their sites towards the senior coll eges.
It is notable that two-thirds of baccal aureates
graduates at CUNY entered as transfer students.
Wiile the largest transfer paths are fromthe
comrunity colleges to the senior colleges many
students al so transfer fromone senior college to
another or within the conmunity coll ege or senior
col l ege sectors. These shifts occur when students
nove from one borough to another, find new work
t hat nakes another coll ege nore convenient, or
change their acadenmic focus. CUNY's col |l eges have
their own academ c specialties with John Jay for
exanpl e particular known for its crimnal justice
prograns, city college for science in engineering

and Baruch for busi ness. CUNY students therefore
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COW TTEE ON HI GHER EDUCATI ON 13
have many reasons for transferring and they do so
in many directions. But again why does this matter
so much. Why did CUNY establish the pathways
initiative. The truth is the transfer can
conplicate a student’s progress toward a degree.

For decades CUNY struggled to offer its students an
efficient transfer system But in practice

i ndi vi dual students bore the risks and burdens of
trying to make the transfer process work. They had
to present their credits for evaluation and hope
that they woul d be accepted. They had to endure
soneti mes very |ong eval uati on processes. They had
to attenpt to make sense of conflicting decisions
and create awards made by different CUNY coll eges
for simlar if not identical course work. Because
the CUNY col |l eges granted transfer credits based on
what is called course equival enci es students who

t ook courses at one college with no clear
counterpart at another were sonetines at a
particul ar di sadvantage. The col |l eges’ general
education prograns created sone particul ar

obst acl es because the prograns differed across the
col |l eges. This variation enconpassed both

curricular content, what students needed to study,
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COW TTEE ON HI GHER EDUCATI ON 14
and size in ternms of the portion of a student’s
programthat was dedicated to general education
courses. Thi8s neant not only that a student m ght
transfer into a new CUNY col |l ege and find the
courses previously taken for general education
credit no I onger counted as such but also that nore
extensive, nore expansive general education
requi rements, in sone cases far above nationa
nornms, awaited fulfilnment at the new coll ege.
Beyond t he di scouragenent and frustration that
ensued students in these situations found
t hensel ves needing to spend further resources as
their path to a degree was del ayed. After decades
in which progress was to made to fix this broken
system CUNY undertook the Pathways Initiative. The
basi ¢ premi se has been to ease transfer by creating
a common framework across CUNY's col | eges. Most
inmportantly there is now a 30 credit conmon core,
that word again, of general education at all of
CUNY’ s under graduate coll eges. Students in both
Community Col | eges and Seni or Col | eges take conmon
core courses. In addition Senior Colleges require
an extra 12 credits of general education with those

12 credits called the college option. Breaking with
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COW TTEE ON HI GHER EDUCATI ON 15
a dysfunctional course equival ency nodel the conmon
core is divided into eight areas. Two courses are
required in English conposition, one course in
mat h, and one course in |life and physical sciences.
In addition students nust take six courses across
thematic areas. Just which courses count in any of
those areas is a matter that rest with the
col | eges. Each CUNY col | ege deci ded which of its
courses belong in the different areas of the conmmon
core. The commopn core is designed in such a way
that col |l eges can enphasi ze their own acadenic
priorities. |If they particularly value foreign
| anguages they can ensure that students take
foreign | anguage courses. If they want students to
take American Hi story they can ensure this. O if
t hey want students to take two science courses this
can al so be required. Al courses that the colleges
chose to include in the common core are subm tted
to a university wide course review comm ttee that
is conposed entirely of faculty. This comittee
reviews each course to ensure that it neets the
appropriate learning outcones. It is worth noting
that special provision is made for math and science

courses in the conmopn core. Courses in these fields




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON HI GHER EDUCATI ON 16
may be nore than a standard three credits. CUNY
col | eges offer 500 such special nmath and sci ence
courses. They nake up two-thirds of the total
courses offered in the tree areas of the common
core that focus on math and science. Any student
may take one of these courses which neans that al
CUNY students have a rich variety of |aboratory
courses avail able on the sciences and al so have
many i ntensive courses in math available to them
In addition to the Common Core the senior colleges
have their additional 12 college option credits.
These courses are devel oped entirely at the
di scretion of individual requirenents in individua
col Il eges and requirenments can focus on any academ c
area. Students benefit in many ways fromthis
general education framework that applies across the
university. Mst inportantly students can now be
confident, the courses they have taken in the
common core, or college option will neet general
education requirenments across every undergraduate
college at the University. Fulfillnment of general
education requirenents is noted on their
transcripts and carries over to any new coll ege.

For instance if a student neets the math
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COW TTEE ON H GHER EDUCATI ON 17
requirement at BMCC this is noted on her transcript
and the student will not be asked to take an
addi tional course to fulfil mathematics area
requi rement at another CUNY college. Students can
conpl ete their general e3ducation requirements at
their original college or their college to with
they transfer or do sone of the requirenents at
each. In any of these cases they could be confident
they will not lose tine or credits. The sane hol ds
true with college option courses. Although the
common core framework and general education have
received the lion's share of attention when it
conmes to Pat hways coverage this initiative includes
anot her key conponent that nerits attention.

Anot her common scenari o at CUNY invol ves students
who begin studies in Associate progranms with plans
to transfer senior colleges in hopes of getting a
tinmely start in the subject area they plan to major
in. Either fulfilling prerequisite or introductory
courses. Prior to Pat hways however taking such
courses could be risky. Community Coll ege students
couldn’t be sure that the courses they took with
the idea that such coursework would count toward an

English or biology nmajor would transfer as such
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COW TTEE ON H GHER EDUCATI ON 18
upon arrival at a senior college for all of the
reasons that were outlined earlier. Yes, in sone
fields and between sone col |l eges the process worked
snoothly. But in too nmany cases it worked far |ess
well. To address this problemthe Pat hways
initiative called for faculty nmenbers fromthe
seni or colleges and the community colleges in the
| arges transfer majors to convene, deliberate, and
select at |least three courses call ed gateway
courses that students could take with confidence
that they would be counted toward the najor or in
sonme cases toward prior requirenents. The process
wasn’'t al ways easy but it marked an inportant step
for CUNY, one in which difficult issues of defining
fields and the best preparation for them were
addressed. The intellectual debates over which
courses were nost inportant and what they should
cover were conducted by faculty nenbers as they
wor ked toward selecting at | east three gateway
courses. Students entering the |argest transfer
fields are now far better equipped to sel ect
academ cal ly sound paths leading to the ful fil nment
of their academ c and professional goals. In short

with the Pathways Initiative CUNY as a university
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has renoved sone of the burden of transfer fromits
students and cl eared what were stubborn obstacles
to student success. The cl ear and conprehensible
curricular structure and the guidance it provides
are especially crucial because students in CUNY' s
communi ty col |l eges has sufficient obstacles to
overcone W thout having to navigate a confusing
curricular system | have already alluded to the
remedi al needs that many of these students present
upon admi ssion. Many are also the first in their
famlies to attend coll ege. They often have famly
responsibilities and need to work to support
t hensel ves while in college. They cannot afford the
psychol ogi cal and practical burdens of taking
courses that do not advance themtoward their
degrees. These are students who in many cases
enhance the diversity of CUNY's senior colleges.
They need support, clarity of requirenents and
confi dence that they have chosen the right path and
that they are making progress toward their degrees
W t hout unnecessary anxi ety and risk. Pathways
provides all of these things. As is the case
whenever a | arge system undertakes an anbitious

program we knew that pathways woul d require careful
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COW TTEE ON H GHER EDUCATI ON 20
attention and tweaki ng throughout its
i mpl ementation. For this reason a review process
was built into the pathways initiative fromthe
outset. The board resolution that established
Pat hways specified that the initiative nust be
eval uated each year in its first three years and
every third year thereafter. To our know edge such
an inbuilt review process is a first for CUNY but
we think it is inportant as a nmeans of inproving
the initiative and making it work well. Wth this
in mnd interimChancellor Bill Kelly convened this
Fall a faculty group that recommended t hree changes
i n pat hways, each of which has been adopted. The
three changes are first restrictions on the hours
of conmmon core courses has been |ifted. Second
col l eges rem nded that they can seek waivers in
cases where high credit prograns cannot reality
accomodate the 30 credit common core due to
Iicensing requirenments or the demands of intensive
prograns. And third, faculty menber select to serve
on the CUNY, commopn core course review conmmttee
wi || be chosen through regul ar coll ege governance
processes. W are pleased that Pathways has been

i npl emrented snoothly. Two years after the Board
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Resol uti on was approved, two years filled with
preparations of countless sorts, CUNY students
began coursework within the Pathways framework this
past Fall. We are currently in our second senester
of our frame construction within this franmework.
General |y speaki ng col |l eges have found that the
regi stration process has gone well and that
enteri 9ng students have signed up for comon core
courses without difficulty. W know that change is
not al ways easy and that not everyone has
enbarrassed pat hways. W believe though that the
best interest of students have been served. The
university has addressed a very difficult set of
probl ens that students once had to face thensel ves.
W al so believe that Pathways is characterized by a
flexibility that neans that the individual colleges
however change many inportant prerogatives in
devel opi ng general education requirenments that fit
their particular goals and acadenmic priorities. The
predictions issued by sonme have not conme to pass.
We have not seen |ayoffs of adjuncts. W have not
seen a significant dimnution of the nunber of
foreign | anguage courses taken by students. CUNY as

an institution has stepped up to help students dea
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COW TTEE ON H GHER EDUCATI ON 22
with a problemthat has devel oped their earlier
peers for decades. W would be the first
acknow edge that Pathways is |likely to need further
adj ustnents. This has al ready happened under the
first chairs’ review as specified in the Board of
Resol ution. Let’s go forward and see how it works
and fix it where necessary. But we are confident
that these changes will prove their value. W are
proud to be able to offer all New Yorkers our
trademark high quality education now with inproved
Pat hways toward degrees. Thank you once again for
inviting us to speak today.

CHAI RERPSON BARRON: Thank you. 1 think
I’d i ke to pose sone questions first...

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: Sure.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: ..before we nove on
First, thank you for your testinony. And in
preparation for this hearing | read a | ot of
i nformati on about Pathways. And it’s very
confusing. It’s not clear cut, at |east the
presentations that |’ve seen. What have you done so
that students are clear about what it is that they
need to take and the advantage...what are, is it on

the internet? Are there individual counsel ors?
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COW TTEE ON H GHER EDUCATI ON 23
Because I've read it and | still would want to sit
wi th sonmeone to get further clarification. What has
been the outreach so that students understand what
exi sts be...Before we get to tal king about ...

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: Yeah.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: ..the pros and the
cons what has been done so that students know that
they have to take this, and this is a now
requirement ?

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: Those are very
i mportant questions and I’'ll say a nunber of things
have been done. One is every college has a website
wi th does explain about the Commobn Core and does
explain the student requirenents. They al so have
witten materials of our variety of different kinds
whi ch explain these matters to students. CUNY has
an advi senent council that neets regularly. And the
advi sors were intensively brought into discussion
of what the new conmon core, and coll ege option
were. And that is fundanental to the students at
their colleges | earning about those requirenents.
There is also a central pathways website with |inks
to all of the college websites so that students can

access their college sites fromthe central one.
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There al so has been a great deal of work done on a
program CUNY has cal | ed Degree Wrks which is...

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Hold, | didn't hear
you.

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: It’s call ed Degree
Wrks, it’s a big software program very...where
students own information, their personal
i nformati on about their transcript, their records
are available to themon the Degree Wrks site. And
the Degree Wirks site can tell them which
requirements remain for them So suppose they
fulfill requirenents in five of the eight areas of
the common core Degree Wrks nmakes it clear to them
they still have three nore areas until ...[crosstalk,
i nt erpose]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Do you have any
nmet hod of knowi ng how many students have accessed
degree works? Do we have any way of counting how
many students have used that?

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: Yes, actually that
has been done. Just, there is a, Lucinda Zoe who is
here...Ah, this is Richard Alvarez who's Director of

Adm ssi ons at CUNY.
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CHAI REPRSON BARRON: Ckay, woul d you
identify yourself since you' re offering
i nformation.

Rl CHARD ALVEREZ: My nane is Richard
Alvarez and I’mthe University Director of
Adm ssi ons.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay.

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: And Richard states
that every undergraduate student at CUNY uses
Degree WorKks.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ri ght, but ny
question is do you know how many have used it, how
many have actually gone onto the site and used it.
| know it’s available to everyone b8ut how many
have actually used it so that they can personalize
and know specifically where they are.

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: |, | believe
there’ s been extrenely w despread use. Perhaps
would you mind if | talk, if I refer this to
Richard as this is his area of work...

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Al ri ght.

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: ..in the University.
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CHAI RPERSON BARRON: And once again do
you affirmthat you will tell the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth in your testinony...

Rl CHARD ALVAREZ: | do.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: ..and respond
appropriately?

Rl CHARD ALVAREZ: | do.

CHAI REPERSON BARRON: Thank you. Your
nanme again for the record.

Rl CHARD ALVAREZ: Sure. My name is
Ri chyard Alvarez and |I’mthe University Director of
Adm ssi on. Degree Wirks is one of the tools that
the students use with their academ c advisors...

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: No, | just want to
know can you track how many students...

Rl CHARD ALVAREZ: Yes.

CHAlI REPRSON BARRON: ..have actually used
it? Do you...

Rl CHARD ALVAREZ: W have about 230, 000
pl us under graduate students and | woul d say
probably about 95 to 97 percent of our students use
it on a senester basis because it is one of the
tools that they determ ne what requirenments they

have sati sfied and what requirenents are yet to
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cone in. And it also is attached to their financia
ai d.

CHAlI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay. That, |
wanted to know specifically thank you. So that’s
90, 95 to 96 percent use it. Okay, thank you. And
how, how do you...l nean you know that because when
they log in you get a count sonepl ace?

RI CHARD ALVAREZ: Well we, | could
certainly get the specific exact nunbers per
semester of usage if that’s...

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay.

Rl CHARD ALVAREZ: ..sonething that want.
But we do know that that’s the primary tool that
students use to get information about where they
stand in their degree and what then needs to be
taken to conplete that degree.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay, and once they
get that information do they nmake an appointnent if
they want to get further clarification they check
with a...

Rl CHARD ALVAREZ: They can...

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay, what’'s the

nunber of advisors that you have. What’'s the ratio
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of advisors to students so that they can actually
find out...

Rl CHARD ALVAREZ: You want to...

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: There has been a
report done on that and it, it is variable across
colleges. It’s also slightly a conplex matter
because advisors come with different titles and
designations like they' re, they' re speci al
advi sors...[crosstal k, interpose]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: So what’'s the range
of the ratio?

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: Perhaps Luci nda are
you aware? I'm |I’mnot sure. | think we’ll have to
send you the report.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: And is there a
speci fic advisor that each person can go to so that
they can establish a report or do they get
whomever’ s avail abl e?

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: wel | | think that
al so varies by college and al so by where they are
in their progress toward their degree in that when
students are doing their general education
requi rements they usually would just see an advi sor

who woul d be assigned to them But when they enter
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their majors they Il often have a departnental
advi sor fromthe faculty who hel ps them figure out
what they need to do next.

CHAI REPRSON BARRON: | have ot her
guestions but 1'’mgoing to now allow...l want to
first say that we had been joined by Council Menber
Ydani s Rodriguez fromthe Bronx and we did have
Counci| Menmber Vacca here but he left. Perhaps
he’ Il cone back. But | do want to give an
opportunity because we have so many people who want
prevent, present their testinony. | want to allow
nmy colleague so I'll pass nowto ny left and ask
Counci | Menber G bson.

COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON: Good norni ng and
t hank you for your presence here today. | too |ike
nmy col | eagues Madam Chai rwonman cone from Al bany and
was very active with the higher education conmmttee
and you knowthis is a long time comng so to
speak. | renenber conversations with the H gher Ed.
Chair Deborah @ick on many students that were
com ng out of community colleges attenpting to
transfer wiwth an associ ates degree going to a
seni or college and many of those credits were not

accepted. Even if you may have the sane the
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advi sor, the sanme professor within the CUNY system
that was not always a easier path. So | appreciate
this initiative and the steps that were nade to
conformto sone of the concerns as far as annua
reviews. | guess my question is about the common
core courses and students preparation for those
Common Core. We know that we have chall enges within
our Educational systemfromearly education to
H gher Ed. And | renmenber CUNY has al ways been an
advocate in Al ban about the burden sonetines of
hi gh school graduates coming into college with the
requi rement of so nmuch renedi al work because of,
you know the fact that they did not get necessarily
the quality of education that they deserved. And so
with the Conmon Core preparation does that repl ace
the renedi al classes? Is it a subset? And how do
you prepare sone of the vul nerable students that
are com ng out of high school that need renedi al
work with this preparation on the Conmon core?

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: Good questi ons.
That, the Conmon Core does not replace renedial
wor k. When students conme into the community
coll eges with renedi al needs they take courses

designed to bring themto academ c proficiency in




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON H GHER EDUCATI ON 31
mat h, reading, and witing. Once they obtain
proficiency they begin taking combn core courses
but all common core courses are credit bearing
courses which is not the case with the renedi al
ones. And of course students had many different
| evel s of proficiency. You m ght have students who
come out of high school with high |evel math skills
and ot her students who conme in with very |ow | evel
math skills. So every college is aware of the range
of skills anpbng its students. So they m ght put
into the mat hematics area of the conmon core, they
woul d very likely to put an array of math courses
so that students can find a course which chall enges
but which is possible for themto do at whatever
| evel of math they begin.

COUNCI L MEMBER d BSON: And j ust a,
anot her followup. Does this affect students that
are in any of the opportunity prograns |ike Coll ege
Di scovery or Seek in any way? | nean because | know
many of themare in specific prograns based on an
interested, based on a need, how does the pathway
programintertwine with any of our opportunity

st udent s?
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CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: Wl | | think for
any of the opportunity students this, as for other
students at CUNY it provides themwith a better
clearer curricular path and so it allows thema
chance to...1 think the nost critical aspect for
them and for other students is that once they
fulfilled a requirenment it’s on their transcript
that they had fulfilled it and that requirenent
doesn’t have to be remt at another coll ege and
that’s true for the opportunity students as well.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: thank you. W'l
now hear from Council Menber Cunbo.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO Thank you. Thank
you very much Madam Chair. | wanted to ask you...ore
specifically, you spoke very clearly about it but I
woul d want further clarity on it in the sense of |
had no idea that many students were transferring at
this very large nunber. Can you talk nore
specifically? Is it nore econonmic related? Is it
al so nore | ocation or geography changes? O is it
really specifically noving into the areas of major
or focus changes in that way?

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: Well CUNY is a very

unusual university. And across the country there
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are very few like it because it is one university
that has within it both the associate prograns and
baccal aureate progranms, and then graduate prograns
as well. So it contains every |evel of education
wthinit. So we have many many students who start
wi th associ ate degrees and they have high
aspirations. They m ght have wanted to go say to
hunter originally but they began at a comunity
col | ege because they have renedi al needs. Once they
have nmet those needs, once they’ ve achieved
proficiency they can nove on to a senior college
i ncl udi ng maybe the very coll ege they ve been
dreaming of that entire time. So we have a | ot of
transfer students whose hearts |ie ahead with the
col |l eges they hope to join so they can get their
baccal aureate degrees later. And the conmunity
col | ege provides an arena in which they devel op an
array of skills before transferring. And al so
because we’'re just one city. It is easy for
students to transfer. You know if you |l ook at the
SUNY community col |l eges they' re very different...

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Ri ght .
CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: ..because they’'re so

wi despread that they' re very regionally based. And
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that’s really not true. A conmmunity college, CUNY,
like BMCC in southern part of Manhattan it draws
students from every borough because they can easily
get to it wherever they are.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO And al so | wanted
to ask you, this is such a newinitiative;, was it
rolled out or piloted prior to this so that you
woul d have sone understanding of its inpact or have
an opportunity to tweak it in sone ways. Because I
know that this is sonething that has just presented
itself. And so were there other institutions where
this was piloted to understand what they inpact...

[ crosstal k]

CHANCELLOR VWRI GLEY: Well there are
ot her universities which have sonething broadly
simlar...

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO |'’msorry could
you start the sentence again?

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: I'm sorry. There
are other universities across the country that have
sonet hing broadly simlar. University System of
Georgia for exanpl e.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO  Ckay.
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CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: And we tal ked
extensively with people fromthat university,
faculty nmenbers, and adm nistrators and found out
how did it work for them what they would do
differently, what they thought was good about it.
And we took many of those issues into account. Al so
as | nentioned the Board Resolution itself builds
in a review process. And so it is our thought that
as Pat hways, as the inplenentation continues that
if we see things that need to be tweaked or fixed
then there is a review process. And the concept
behind that was we didn't want the university to go
t hrough, to be locked in forever when it could be
easily fixed, easily reviewed as an ordinary
process of inprovenent. And we are grateful to
interimchancellor Bill Kelly for doing that so
skillfully in this first review process. Pathways
has been inproved and | think those changes have
been well received at the colleges. And we will
continue with that as we go forward.
COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO. And then one

final question. And, and this nore relates to your
personal experiences with it. But since it has been

roll ed out what have you found to be the greatest
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chal | enges or what have you found to be the
greatest stunbling blocks, or issues, or those very
tweaks that you tal ked about in terns of how has it
not met your expectations in this roll out?

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: Wl | of course we
were afraid that it mght be sonething like the
heal t hcare act where the software woul d crash
there woul d be disasters, that didn’t happen at
all. In fact people net every week for over a year
to prepare like a registration systens, the
advi sors, the, all the different people who work at
CUNY to, to understand the system and hel p students
with it. And Degree Wirks itself had to be what’s
call ed rescri bed[ phonetic] so that the new
requirements were in built so that students could
get accurate information about their own records
and what they had to do, what their new
requirenments were. And that was a gi gantic anount
of work to repair all those facets of Pathways. And
maybe to our surprise it went very snoothly. W’ ve
heard very few cases where students couldn't get
the courses they wanted. It seens to be on in a
sort of an inplenentation arena to have worked

well. As far as for what we want in the future.
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guess we would hope to work with the faculty and we
believe that some of these changes in Pathways wil |
be conducive to that. For exanple, selection of the
faculty nmenbers for the course review conmttees,

t hrough the regul ar governnent systens we are
hopi ng that Pathways will beconme integral to the
fundanmental workings of the colleges and that CUNY
will work together as a university to inprove it
step by step

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you very
nmuch.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you. Just
before I go to Council, Council Menber Rodriguez
Ms. Cunbo’s question pronpts a question for nme as
we tal k about the roll out. How do you adjust this
rollout in inplenentation with the fact that there
was a 90 percent vote of no confidence fromthe
faculty. So how do you address that...[ crosstal k]

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: Wl I, just to
clarify the vote of no confidence.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay.

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: It is true that

anong those who voted it was a very high | evel of
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negative vote but many faculty nenbers did not
vote. So | don't think it’s...

[ background tal ki ng]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Pl ease let’s have
order. Please, please. You' ll have a chance.

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: | think what | say
is correct. So | don't think it’s 92 percent vote
of the entire faculty.

CHAI REPRSON BARRON: right but how do
you rectify that nunber...[crosstal k, interpose]

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: W recogni ze that ...

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: ..noving forward as
we’'re tal king about a rollout and such a |arge...

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: Right. W recogni ze
that there has been opposition to Pat hways on the
part of faculty nenbers and | think that in fact
many col |l eges were able to take their existing gen.
ed. requirenents, general education requirenents
and, and really carry themthrough into the new
Conmon Core because the Comon Core is quite a
flexible structure. So again we are hopeful that as
Pat hways continues faculty will increasingly
recogni ze that they maintain a fundanental |evel of

control of the curriculum because they devel op the
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courses, they decide which courses go into the
areas of the final core. And they can change t hat
at any point. It's also faculty nenbers who do the
review, entirely faculty conposed conmittee that
reviews the courses. So we are hopeful that as this
change sort of settles into the university that
people will recognize that it does not strip the
faculty of their fundamental prerogatives. It in
fact creates better arrangenents for our students,
it creates us as a nore workabl e integrated
uni versity.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay, Counci
Menmber Ydani s Rodriguez who was the forner chair of
t he Hi gher Ed.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Thank you
Chai rman and say congratul ation for the | eadership
that | know that you wll be having this inportant
conmttee. It, for me, was a honor to chair this
commttee and now I know that you will do a great
job. Transferring is not an easy thing and | know
that as a fornmer student that | was at Cty
Col | ege, very involved in the student novenent
since the 80s and 90s and 2000. | can say that |

have sonme idea a, a, on how CUNY been operating
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fromthe student perspective, from fromthe
student activismpoint of view. And one | can say
that if we know that we had chal | enges when it cone
to transferring today imgine in the 80s and the
90s. Like there was a nonent where a student was
transferring fromalso comunity coll ege, from BMCC
graduating with assisted credit and get into city
col |l ege and they only recognize 10 and 15 credits
at that tine. So | believe that no doubt CUNY has
make i nportant progress when it conme to be nore
accurate. It when, rate, it, having a systemin
pl ace where if the system if a student is spent
two year, today four or four year or five year to
get a associate when he or she go to a senior
col | ege those a student should be able to conplete
their other 65 credit that we take then to get a
BA. However | also understand that there’s
| egitimate concern froma professor perspective who
is teaching city college. A the question will be,
did the student get enough signs, were the student
provi de enough quality service of |ife, and signs,
and | anguage at the conmunity coll ege so that that
student is ready when they get into city coll ege,

to get into engineer. So | know that even today,
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like it’s a challenge that we have. Like how well
prepare are those a student when they get a
associ ate so that when they get to their senior
college they read it, got it, all their resources
and support so their good. So ny question is, one
of ny question is |ike how are we doing, howis
CUNY doing today to provide all the resources that
a professor at a conmunity college need to be sure
that they provide all the signs, |anguage, |abs
that they need in order to be ready when they
transfer to a senior college?

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: Wl | | think that
one aspect of the comron core which is perhaps
being too little recognized is that it provides
faculty nmenbers with insights about courses at
other colleges in the system Because the faculty
menbers and the course review conm ttee see the
courses, the syllabi and the plans, the
assi gnnments. When they review the courses it neans
t hey have nore insight into the nature of these
courses and it allows for a nore conprehensive
under st andi ng of what the curriculumof the
university as a whole is. And | think this has been

a big benefit. Also we nentioned that in the ngjor
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commttees the faculty nmenbers fromthe biggest
transfer najors sat down together fromthe senior
col |l eges and the community coll eges and they tal ked
about their courses and what standard those courses
shoul d neet and what standards those, what woul d be
the key el enents of the courses, that students
shoul d cover. So | think that maki ng the university
a nore integrated university fromthe standpoint of
student transfer has al so been hel pful for the kind
of issues you raise about ensuring a quality, a
common under standing of quality at the different
units at CUNY.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: ..everyone who
tal k about CUNY | ook at CUNY fromthe city and
state perspectives especially fromthe city
perspective you know. They institution that provide
know only that the degree to the 260 thousand a
student but also the institution that a provide al
the trainings and create jobs, although
st opper [ phoneti c] expectation. How much, how, has
CUNY been going through a reduction or increase of
fundi ng? How is CUNY doing financially to provide
t hose | abs, services that a student need? Like

poi nt blank when I was in city college I know in ny
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schedul e |'i ke how many hour, how many hour did we
have in our labs for witing, for reading, for
mat h. Can we say that’s they, throughout senior
col l eges and our conmunity coll ege that CUNY had
the financial support to provide enough hours or
| abs so that a student can do the work?

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: Well | believe so.
| nmentioned that CUNY has right now, in the common
core, over 500 science and math courses. And these
courses of a special kind, they' re called stem
vari ant courses, and those courses have nore than
the standard three credits. They have as many hours
and credits as the colleges want. So they are
designed to allow students to do intensive |ab work
or to invest heavily in learning difficult kinds of
math and | evels of math. And 500 such courses is a
| ot of courses and those are just the ones in
common core. O course there are many others in the
majors. So | believe that CUNY has invested its
resources to make such courses available to
students. That’s not to say that you know there
couldn’t be curricular inprovenents but | think

that there has been a, a significant effort to
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sustain that kind of very valuable |ab |earning
that you nention

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Thank you

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you. We do
have anot her presenter fromthe panel so at this
time you would |like to give your testinony.

VI CE CHANCELLOR SANCHEZ: Great. Good
norni ng Chair Barron, nenbers of the Hi gher
Education Commttee. My nane is Frank Sanchez and
|"mthe Vice Chancellor for student affairs at the
Cty University of New York. | very rmuch appreciate
this opportunity to address the commttee on higher
education and share with you student feedback on
the chal l enges of the transfer process prior to
Pat hways initiative. Mich of the student feedback
and comments |’mgoing to share with you this
nor ni ng have been based on testinony made at the
Board of Trustees hearings, borough hearings as
well. It’s through a variety of other student form
For decades there have been ongoi ng di scussions and
frankly conpl ai nts about the chal |l enges associ at ed
Wi th students transferring fromone CUNY college to
another. As nentioned previously there are now

signi ficant nunbers who transfer students across
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the CUNY systemin need of a sinplified system of
transfer. During this testimony I will like to
briefly highlight sone of the nost conmmon and
frequently articul ated chal | enges faced by transfer
students. To better understand the chall enges
associated with the transfer process CUNY officials
|istened to students’ coments formally and
informal ly on nunerous occasions. In particular
forms were conducted with students who had enough
credits to graduate but had not done so. CUNY
continues to be interested in seeing whether
transfer problens contribute to students
accumul ati on of excess credits. Students during
t hese focus groups and ot her gatherings have
expressed a variety of chall enges including the
following. The transfer systemis confusing,
conpl ex, hard to understand, and uncertain.
Students conmented that they were often di scouraged
to the point of delaying their college education
when hearing how few credits would actually
transfer. Students experience significant delays in
having their transfer credits evaluated. This del ay
often inpacted financial aid and availability of

course selection for the followi ng senmester. The
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inability to transfer credits al so reduces the
availability of students’ federal financial aid and
TAP support. Students reported running out of TAP
and financial aid as a result of not being able to
transfer credits. This is particularly concerning
for students with disabilities who often progress
at a slower rate w thout these additional
obstacl es. Students conpl ai ned how the transfer of
courses in the Major can vary depending on the
j udgnents of individual faculty nmenbers and across
the different CUNY colleges. To students there seem
to be no logic on why sone courses could transfer
at one institution and not another. Student forns
al so reveal ed uni que chal l enges for CUNY' s LGBT
student community. Students testified at CUNY
hearings that LGBT students often come out during
the coll ege years and are frequently often
di spl aced fromtheir famly hone as a result. These
personal circunstances often force these students
to have to consider transferring to other college
options at CUNY. Before Pathways this difficult,
personal, and academ c transition was nmade nore
chal l enging as a result of the confusing transfer

practices. Students have conpl ai ned about the
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nunber of general education credits required at
CUNY. Prior to Pathways CUNY students on average
were required to take 52 credits in general
education with sonme CUNY col |l eges general credits
as high as 62. Wth the average credits, the
average path, with Pathways the average credits
have gone down to 42 credits providing the
flexibility in conpleting degrees. Students al so
made comments about the inability to have doubl e
majors and mnors as a result of the |arge genera
education requirenents. | hopefully briefly have
attenpted to provide the Hi gher Education Conmttee
with sone of the student challenges related to the
transfer practices and policies prior to the
Pat hways initiative. Thank you for the opportunity
to share this perspective on this inportant
Pat hways initiative.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you for your
testi nony. W& have a | arge nunber who are, who are
here to present testinony so |I’mgoing to ask ny
colleagues if we would limt ourselves to two
m nutes and |’mgoing to al so put nyself on that
two mnute limt to do that as well. There's a

guestion about students transferring in. Yes you
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can keep it. Thank you. They are transferring in
and we heard that students who are transferring
into CUNY are sonetines off, also not receiving
credit for the coursework conpl eted at non- CUNY
school s because of the extensive requirenents for
our comunity colleges. Are you aware of such
situations that have occurred, the problens, is it
w despread, and how are you addressing that?

VI CE CHANCELLOR SANCHEZ: |I'mgoing to
probably defer to either of ny coll eagues here but
| have certainly have heard students who have cone
fromoutside of CUNY coming in and facing what nmany
of our students faced, kind of a confusing, you
know matrix of trying to figure out what courses
are going to be able to transfer in, particularly
the time frane in which this all occurs when
they’'re trying to get financial aid, they' re trying
to figure out if in fact they can register for the
following semester but I'’'m 1’mgoing to defer to...

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Wl | let ne just
junmp to ny other question because ny two mnutes
will run out.

VI CE CHANCELLOR SANCHEZ: How does CUNY

pl an to neasure Pat hways inpact? What’'s going to be
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your criteria for determ ning Pathways’ success?
What are going to be your objectives to say this
has wor ked?

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: Wl | | think what
we'll dois we'll look at whether students in
practice have been able to take their courses with
them when they take their fulfilnment of
requirements with them when they transfer to
anot her CUNY college. That's the way the systemis
supposed to work and we believe it will work that
way...[ crosst al k]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: So will it also
include the length of tine that it takes for a
student to graduate. WII| that be a part of your
eval uation as well?

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: Yes, certainly but
that will be a little down the road because our
students unfortunately do not graduate super
qui ckly but we hope that they will graduate nore
qui ckly once they have the common core and they
have a clear set of requirenents to neet. So we
believe that wll be manifested but not

i medi atel y.
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VI CE CHANCELLOR SANCHEZ: Yeah I,
would add I, | think froma student perspective
certainly the | evel of satisfaction students are
having with the transfer process. W work very
closely with the University Student Senate. Wen
students were raising issues and concerns we sat
down with them and tal ked about how this process
woul d occur. | imagine we’'re going to continue our
close relationship with the University Student
Senat e, gather feedback and see if in fact this
process is inproving the transfer ability of
students fromone institution to another.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay, so it wll
i ncl ude student satisfaction as well as faculty
satisfaction that the progranis working.

VI CE CHANCELLOR SANCHEZ: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay. |’mgoing to
pass now to ny col | eagues Council Menber G bson

COUNCI L MEMBER d BSON: Thank you. Just
a quick question. It’s a foll owup on Madam
Chai rwoman’ s point. Including all of the
st akehol ders i n assessing the perfornmance of
Pat hways, the success, the failure, any of the

chal | enges, during the annual review which I

50
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imagine will be comng up this fall right, if it’s
annual basis, howw lling are you to entertain sone

of the changes or sone of the concerns that may be
posed by any of the faculty or the students as it
relates to streamining this process a little bit
better? And | say that because a | ot of tines
whether it’s the website, whether it’s the gui dance
counsel ors, the advisors, you know we recogni ze
that with any new concept there are students that
al ways fall through the cracks. And to the extent
that we can try to prevent that and provide a

snoot her transition and really allow students to
real ly understand. Because in the past nmany
students that fell into these scenarios where

they' re, they have a choice of a senior college but
one college is accepting nore credits versus
another at tinmes that’'s their decision and that
ultimately determ nes what college they're going to
go to. And that may not necessarily be their first
choice but it’s because they know that they woul d
be a year or two behind. So howw lling are you to
entertain any concerns that may cone about as you
undertake your review of the performance of the

pr ogr anf?
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CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: |, | think that
will be fundanental, that we'll want to understand

what the issues are for faculty nenbers and
students for colleges. W need to include as nuch
information as we can in considering the success of
the program | mght nmention one other thing that
we haven’t touched upon so far which is that
because students can, with confidence, conplete
their general education at their conmunity coll eges
it means it provides an incentive for themto

conpl ete the associ ate degree before transferring.
This is nmuch safer for students because CUNY has
gquite a few students who start off to get an

associ ate degree, they’ re anxi ous about their
credits not transferring so they junp to a senior
col l ege as soon as they can and then they never get
the associate degree. They may ultimately, life may
intervene, they may not end up with a Bachelor’s
degree. So they m ght have been in CUNY for sone
time and end up with no degree. Wth the confidence
that they have in the common core that they ful fil
requirements which will work when they transfer to
senior college it provides an incentive for themto

stay and get their degree. So | nention that just
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by way of saying it’s another factor we’ll
eval uat e.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you. Counci
Menber Cunmbo. Two m nutes, question and response.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBG Thank you very
much for your presentation. | just wanted to, |
have a comment and then a question. It’s going to
be very inportant for us in the council to have a
very keen understandi ng of what your benchmarks for
success are. And | recognize that this is a rollout
programand that it’s going to take years to
understand the inpact. But it would be very
effective for us to know what are your goals, what
are your benchmarks, and what is going to be the
very formal evaluation process that you re going to
utilize that is already built in and created so
that effectively every year we can start to
under stand how progress is being nmade and are we
neeting those realistic benchmarks. But | know t hat
we're going to hear a lot of testinmony but | wanted
to make sure that you could provide us with sone
information in terns of where, where the school is
at currently and how this programw || create the

i npacts that we all want to see in terns of the
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betternent of our student popul ation. But ny
guestion is, | know that there will be testinonies
afterwards but wanted to know, in your own words
what woul d you descri be seens to be the chall enge
that the faculty is having with the Pat hways
program and obviously we will hear fromthem but
want to hear fromyou in terns of what is your
under st andi ng of what the chall enges are.

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: Well | think each
col |l ege was very accustoned to having its own
general education and you know the col | eges had
their own histories and traditions, their own
academc priorities. And they each had a
di stinctive general education that they had worked
out. And so that was fine when, when CUNY didn’t
have so nuch transfer. But once CUNY becane an
institution where the students were going from one
coll ege to another at very high rates as we
di scussed then it was no | onger so workable for the
students to have these highly varied genera
education prograns. But the faculty had invested
time and effort and thought into creating those
prograns and didn’'t necessarily want to see them

change to fit the conmon core. But we believe the
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common core is actually is able to accommopdate
rat her varied academ c prograns but in a framework
whi ch makes transfer safe for students. So | think
that’'s the core of it.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO  Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay, we want to
acknow edge we’ ve been joi ned by Council Menber
Wl lianms. Council Menber Rodriguez do you have a
question? Two ni nutes.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Wiy, why CUNY
realize that you needed to create the Pathway? Wat
was the working at CUNY? What was a need that the
student had that realized CUNY to stay there is
sonething that isn’t working, that we had, that
Pat hway can change?

VI CE CHANCELLOR SANCHEZ: Well certainly
in, in the short time |I’ve been at CUNY for the
| ast three years but | |earned decades before that
in different student forns whether it’'s a
Uni versity Student Senate, Student Body CGover nment
Presidents, this issue of transfer increasingly
becane an issue and, and we’'ve, we’'ve heard in, in
again forums with trustees, with the Chancellery.

Where consistently year after year gradually this
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was a common thene that would come up with
students. And so I, | think it again, |, 1’ve only
been to City University for, for three years but
the, the adm nistration had been hearing this for
many, many, many years. And this is a, a very, it’s
adifficult topic. If it was easy it would have
happened decades ago but it’'s a very tough thing to
change because you’'re tal king about a | arge system
The university decided after hearing from students
over and over and over again it’s tinme to nove this
forward, nove the dial and inprove transfer for
students. [crosstalk]

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Let ne ask ny
second question. [crosstalk]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: | think your tine
is just about up...[crosstal k, interpose] 30
seconds...[ i nter pose]

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: How nuch
hope...

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: For an answer too.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: How rnuch hope
are the professor in this process of Path, they
were creating the Path for, and we know t hat the

prof essor, they have to work with a group or a
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student that they cone with a |ot of need. No, we
know that reality...some of the student getting into
community college they need a | ot of renedia
courses, they need, they need math, they need

sci ence, they was not ready. DOE did not prepare
themto go to college nmany of those a student. How
much, what rol e does professor play when it cone to
providing all the support they need, so that they
can prepare the student better to go to a, goto a
seni or coll ege.

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: Wl | | think that
is fundanental to the work of professor and, and
faculty nmenbers bring a ot of dedication to that
task. I mght also add just to make sure we have a
bal anced under standi ng of the issue that nany many
hundreds of faculty nmenbers did participate in
wor ki ng on Pat hways as it was devel oped and t hat
sanme dedication they bring to their students they
al so brought to thinking through how t hese issues
coul d be resolved. They’ ve served on the course
review commttees, they served on the steering
commttee, they worked at their own colleges to

create new courses, to evaluate courses. There was
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very large scale faculty involvenent in this
initiative.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: (kay, Counci l
Menmber Wl lians. You have two minutes to pose a
guestion and have a response.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLIAMS: | didn't sign
up but okay. Thank you Madam Chair and it’s nice to
have t he Barron nane back. And thank you for

testifying. Ch no, the other Chair Council, Chair

Rodri guez was al so very well, very good. So |I’'m
not, I'msorry | mssed your testinony but ny, ny
statenent of the question, I'mstill trying to get

a lot of information based on testinonies that were
here. | thought Pathways was supposed to fix a |ot
of things that were broken. A |lot of feedback that
|’ve gotten was that it’s not working. It’s

di senfranchi sing sonme students particularly black
and brown sone, and sone | ower incone students. |'m
just concerned about that. So from your experience,
and you may have answered this already are you
finding that this is working better for the broad
section of students that were having trouble
before? And if, is there a study that kind of talks

about that?
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CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: Wl |l | think that
this initiative is actually very geared to hel pi ng
students who were exactly as you described that
come into community coll eges. They haven't been
adequately prepared in their prior coursework. They
have renedi al needs. These, they' re | ow i ncone
students. These are the students who begin in the
community coll eges in many cases and then transfer
and this entire initiative is geared to hel ping
that set of students as well as all the others who
transfer at CUNY

RI CHARD ALVEREZ: And | think, Richard
Al verez, University Director of Adm ssion, | do
think that it has allowed us to guarantee students
and their famlies. That it doesn’'t matter which
unit of the university they begin.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLIAMS: |'msorry |
know that the chair is very strict of the tine but
| just want to nake sure, the question was is
t here, have you gauged whet her those students are
doi ng better under this Pathways than they were
previously before the Pathways and what mechani sm

have you used to gauge that.
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VI CE CHANCELLOR SANCHEZ: Wl | for the
new students that entered the University this fal
this is the only curriculumthey know. So what
we’ ve done is we have outlined exactly what they
need to do to conplete their 30 credit comon core
and when, once they nove onto a four year
institution they' Il know what their additional
courses are so that it does provide an assurance
that it doesn’t matter which unit of the university
they start that all of their requirenents and their
courses are going to go with themif they decide to
nove to another unit within the Gty University of
New Yor k.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLIAMS: |'"m sorry
Madam Chair. My question wasn’t really addressed.
|"’mtrying to figure out if you have a mechanismto
figure out whether the students who are using this
current pathway system are doi ng better than the
students who were using the system before?

CHANCELLOR WRIGLEY: It’s too early for
us to have that information since they just started
in Septenber but it is our goal to | ook at how many
students that transferred, how many of those

credits transferred in. And I think part of what
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we’ ve been trying to do is not be content with just
provi di ng access to higher education but |ooking at
out cones and conpletion. So we’ll be | ooking at
graduation rates, we’'ll be | ooking at credit
accumul ation rates because the goal is to get nore
students not to get started but to conplete their
goal whether it be an associ ates degree or a
baccal aur eat es degr ee.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AVS: Thank you
Madam Chair. | know ny tine is up but I would ask
you to, to ask, to CUNY if we can get when they
woul d know or the nechani smand what tine franme
they’'re going to use to gauge that. That'IlIl be
good. Thank you we’'ll do that. One final question.
What i npact does budgeting have in terns of the
courses that are offered through Pat hways as
opposed to courses that were offered previously.
How is this inpacting the budgeting, the fact that
there’s a three hour class and it doesn’t have the
| ab and those kinds of considerations?

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: Well | don't
bel i eve that Pat hways was ever designed to
econom ze fromthe University standpoint. It’s

desi gned to hel p students econom ze by not having
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to repeat courses or take excess credits. But
there’s no reason that, that Pathways woul d be any,
any less costly for a university. The students
still have the same nunber of credits to take to
graduate. An associate degree, they still need 60
credits. For a baccal aureates degree they need 120
credits. So they still have the full array of
courses to take and it, they have nore freedom
t hey have nore el ectives, they have nore
intellectual choice...[crosstalk]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: So you don’t see
any...because there was sone, sonething in your
testinony that tal ked about the cost of students
having to take courses...[interpose]

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: There is a cost for
students. There’s no doubt about it. If the student
cannot ... [i nt er pose]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: So you don't see
any budgeti ng...[crosstal K]

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: ..progress...

[ crosstal k]
CHAI RPERSON BARRON: ... npact because of

Pat hways as opposed to what existed before? There's
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no budgeting inpact in terns of staffing or classes
or...There’s no difference...[crosstal k, interpose]

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: Vel we...

[ crosstal k]

CHAlI RPERSON BARRON: ..t hat Pat hways wil |
create?

CHANCELLOR VWRI GLEY: We believe there
will ultimately be a savings generated by students
who can nore efficiently...[crosstalKk]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: But not on...

[ crosstal k]

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: ..and successful ly...
[ crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: ..not on facilities...
[crosstal k, interpose]

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: .for their degrees...

[crosstal k, interpose]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: ..not on...

[crosstal k, interpose]

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: ..but...[crosstalk,

i nt er pose]
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CHAlI RPERSON BARRON: ..l abs, not on...

[crosstal k, interpose]

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: | don’t think so
because it’s the sane nunber of total credits.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay, well we thank
you for your testinony and we do expect that those
two questions | believe that we had you' |l get back
to us on them

CHANCELLOR WRI GLEY: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you so nuch
And we’re now going to call our second panel. And
Jarol d Chanowol f [sp?] | hope |’ m pronounci ng your
name properly, M chael Batson, Professional Staff
Congress, Manfred Phillip, from Professional Staff
Congress and we are going to have, oh you're
stayi ng good, okay, Barbara Bowen Prof essional
Staff conference, Congress I'’msorry, and M chael ...
what is it Fabricat[phonetic], Fabricant okay.
Thank you. Say again. Savic Ford [sp?] is also a
part of this panel.

[ background coment s]
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CHAI RPERSON BARRON: | f you coul d pl ease
Savic Ford [sp?] if you could please conpl ete one
of these forns, it nust be a part of the record.

SAVI C FORD: Thank you

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: (Ckay as you’'re
getting settled 1"’mgoing to ask you all to raise
your right hands. Do swear and/or affirmto tel
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth in your testinony before this commttee and
to respond honestly to all Council Menber
guesti ons.

[collective affirmations]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you. Pl ease
i ntroduce yourselves as you give your testinony.

BARBARA BOWEN: Good norning. |’'m
Bar bara Bowen. |I'm a Professor of English at Queens
College in the CUNY Gad Center and |’ m Presi dent
of the Professional Staff Congress CUNY
representing the 25,000 faculty and staff at the
Cty University. My other coll eagues will introduce
t hensel ves as they speak and as you know there are
many, many other faculty, staff, and students in
the roomwho are eager to talk to you. First of al

Counci| Menber Barron | want to thank you
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congratul ate you on your Chairpersonship and thank
you for convening this hearing and recogni zi ng the
i nportance of this subject. And | also want to
t hank the other Council Menbers, some of whom are
veterans of the H gher Ed. Cormittee, sone are new,
and we | ook forward to working with all of you. W
very nmuch appreciate your interest in and focus on
Pat hways and we see Pat hways as vital to the
nmeani ng and the health of the University and our,
our criticisns of Pathways you will hear as we
speak, we share your sense that this is not about
asking the council to have decision nmaking on
curriculumbut rather in your role of advocacy for
students and for the quality of CUNY, sonething you
have al ways supported. There are a couple of things
| wanted to say first. Just sone responses to what
you heard earlier. You nentioned Council Menber
Barron that you were | ooking forward to ot her
studies fromCUNY. | think it’s inmportant to note
that there was no data offered by, interimVice
Chancel lor Wigley in her statenent about the
difficulty of transfer. And in fact when you | ook
carefully at the data you see that the credit |oad

of courses, of students who have transferred is not
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significantly different fromthe students who have
not transferred. So | think it bares attention. W
do not at all deny that there’'s difficulty with
transfer but I think we, the council to be fair,
you should ask for the data and | ook carefully and
see that the difference the transfer makes and does
not make. Second in Dr. Wigley' s own study the
qualitative data offered by the students show t hat
the, it, the issue they site nost frequently for
their difficulty in conpleting colleges is not
transfer, it’s finances, it’s the difficulty of
staying in college particularly with the increased
tuition. So if there were one thing CUNY could do
to help students progress through college it would
be to reduce the tuition. That is the major barrier
that students face. Also | want to correct
sonet hi ng that was said about the 92 percent vote
of no confidence in Pathways. Doctor Wi gl ey
suggested that there, it was not a valid vote. |
know that she didn’t use that word but she
suggested it wasn’t a valid vote because many
faculty didn't vote. In fact it was extraordinarily
high | evel of participation by the full tinme

faculty. Nearly two thirds voted and out of those
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who voted 92 percent voted no confidence in the
curriculum That’'s faculty fromevery discipline,
every coll ege, every political stripe, and | think
when you get 92 percent of the faculty voting no
confi dence there is sonething nuch nore going on
than sinply adhering to old patterns which is what
was, was, was the answer when you asked before,
that faculty had invested in their previous
curricula. The reason faculty voted no confidence
is that we believe the Pathways curricul um degrades
the quality of education for CUNY students. W
believe it sacrifices quality for speed and for
quote efficiency and is part of a national agenda
whi ch we al so see in K through 12 educati on that
focuses on standardi zation and testing rather than
gquality and teaching. So let nme say a few things
and then I'Il turn it over to ny colleagues. So we
ask as the union why is the CUNY adm ni stration
ri sking so nmuch for Pathways. |f you accept the
prem se that Pathways is about facilitating student
transfer the CUNY position seens inexplicable.
Apparently for the sake of inplenenting a new
transfer policy the CUNY administration is willing

to degrade general education, alienate al nost the
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entire faculty, withstand two | awsuits, resort to
threats and intimdation including threats of
firing for faculty who didn't go along with it,
force Departnment chairs to choose between acadenic
integrity and departnental survival, give college
presidents the nmessage that they nmay be fired if
they don't deliver votes on Pathways, and risk
nati onal censure for violating academ c freedom and
face certain adm nistrative chaos as things unfold.
It doesn’t nake sense. If Pathways really were
about facilitating transfer there would be rationa
ways to address the problemand restore
equilibrium Elected faculty governance bodi es
which is what was m ssing fromthe testinony you
heard before. W heard about faculty. Wat was not
said was that every single elected faculty body
that has representatives designated to work on
curriculum every single one was bypassed in the
formation and early inplenentation of Pathways.
There has been, as was nentioned before now a
change where sone el ected faculty bodies are
participating in the selection of people for the
comon core course review. But it’s inportant to

noti ce that. Connections between two and four year
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col | eges coul d be extended. W have existing
pat hways al ready that coul d have been invoked. Most
of the difficulty students experience in
transferring woul d di sappear if CUNY were funded at
a level that allowed enough sections of classes,
enough full time faculty, and enough counselors as
you said to give students the individual attention
they need. The problem of transfer is a probl em of
resources. The CUNY adm nistration hasn’t
consi dered the obvious alternative approaches to
i mprovi ng student transfer probl ens because
Pat hways i s not about transfer. It is about the
quote col |l ege conpl eti on agenda, a national higher
educati on agenda that while it names a worthy goa
is ultimately tailored to reinforce economc
austerity. It is pronoted by many of the sane
interests that are behind the testing, not
teaching, reform novenent in K through 12
education. Even the nane Pathways is not original.
It has appeared since 2005 in docunents by the
Lum na foundati on, one of the nmain proponents of
t he agenda and a foundati on whose assets derive
fromprofits fromstudent | oans. W nake a serious

error of scale if we think of Pathways as purely a
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CUNY phenonenon. In a policy world where
universities are increasingly judged and funded on
a single neasure of success, college conpletion,
CUNY is attenpting to make sure that the university
nmeasures up. And | want to be clear that not a
single faculty nmenber here or staff nenber believes
anyt hi ng other than that our students shoul d
graduat e and shoul d be supported to do that but not
graduation at the cost of quality. That’s what
we’'re tal king about. Instead the Coll ege Conpletion
Agenda |ike its better known counterpart quote
Education Reformin K through 12 school s suggest
that private corporations can fill the void left by
public funding withdrawal. And this relates to the
guestion that Council Barron, Council Menber Barron
nenti oned before. Wile Pathways itself may not be
an econony it accommpdates to scarcity. The rea
solution to hel ping students at CUNY is to fund the
university adequately. If every one of our students
were funded per student at the 5,000 dollars nore
t hat ASAP students are funded at we would not see
transfer problens. W believe that Pathways is an
accommodati on to underfunding and that the only

response to underfunding is to insist on ful
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funding. Faculty and staff are here because we
believe that the students at CUNY deserve the best
education not a just in tine second best quick
education that is standardi zed and i nposed by the
adm ni stration. W believe they deserve the best.
However benign the goal of inproving graduation
rates Pathways is not politically innocent. It is
austerity education for jobs in an austerity
econony. It is about spending |ess per student. It
i s about graduating nore students in a shorter tine
at lower cost. Most cruelly it about | owering the
expectations of working class, poor, and m ddl e
cl ass students. Pathways |ike everything else in
Anerica is about race. If you need to be convinced
that education is being rationed by Pathways take a
| ook at the full page ads for the new for profit
school avenues whose tuition is nore than 40,000
dollars a year. It’s chairman is Dr. Benoschmit
Juni or, chair of CUNY board of trustees. Wile the
general education curriculum Schmtt ushered
t hrough for CUNY students does not nandate even a
single required foreign | anguage course. The
curriculum at Avenues starting in elementary schoo

prom ses fluency in at | east one additional
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| anguage. Fluency is essential | guess for the
children of the rich apparently. But even one
required three hour | anguage course is too
extravagant for the children of the poor. Wen the
Chi cago teachers went out on strike largely over
the dilution of education and de-
prof essi onal i zati on of teachers their president
Karen Loui s announced we are fighting for the soul
of public education, something very like the sou
of public higher education is at stake in Pathways.
Thank you

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you. | wll
ask that we hold on questions so that we can get
the testinony. So the next panel ...

JAROLD CHANOWOLF: Hello, ny nane is
Jarold Chanowol f [sp?] | left ny glasses at honme so
|’mgoing to have to try to read this as best |
can...

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Wl | you can
summari ze...t hat woul d...t hat woul d be...

JAROLD CHANOWOLF: GCkay, and I’ 11

probably have to do that.
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CHAI RPERON BARRON: And we do have your
testinony in the record.

JAROLD CHANOWNOLF: | have been an i nunct
associ ate professor at BMCC for about eight years
and have taught at various other New York Coll eges
for 15 years. I’malso a licensed psychoanal yst and
|’ mthe author of 13 books on psychol ogy and
psychoanalysis. | think it’s inpossible to know
whet her Pat hways wil|l inprove the graduation rates
as its goal states. My guess is that graduation
rates won't be affected by Pat hways because the
probl em of declining graduation rates goes deeper
than the choice of a curriculum Declining
graduation rates are linked with social problens
t hat plague our culture including a declining
literacy rate. W are now 37'" in the world where
as we were once nunber one, a high divorce rate, a
rising rate of crine, and drug addiction. These
social problens are all related to changes in our
val ues that have made parenting | ess inportant and
careers nore inportant. They are also related to
changes in val ues that have nade being an educated
person less inportant in getting a degree as a

career stepping stone nore inportant. The decline
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in the quality of parenting and the deval uati on of
education for education’s sake is | think at the
heart of the declining graduation rate. Another and
nore inportant problemw th Pathways is that it is
no | onger education in the traditional sense.
Col | ege education has traditionally had as it’s
goal to teach students how to think for thensel ves.
It attenpted to provide a basic knowl edge base in
the liberal arts, sciences, social sciences that
woul d equip students with the skills to perform
advanced cognitive linguistic literary nmat hematica
and scientific and analytic operations. As the, as
the center of the Pathways curriculumis a
required, at the center of the Pathways is a
required course on diversity. My question is why do
we need to require students to take a course on
diversity? How will that help the graduation rate?
I, I think that you know that there should not be
any political or religious agenda that is, that is
i nposed on our educational system W woul dn’t
require a course on religious tolerance as a core
curriculumcourse and | don't think it’s correct to
require a course on diversity as, as a required

course in the curriculum | think the, the bottom
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line here is that Pathways will no | onger have as
its goal to teach students to think for thensel ves.
Instead it will teach themwhat to think. Thank
you.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you.

BARBARA BOVWEN: Council Menber Barron if
| could just say that it’s ny understandi ng that
whil e sone col |l eges had a required course and a
wonderful course actually |like at your college on
diversity there is not that requirenment in the
common core of Pathways so we nmight devel op that
further as we tal k sone nore.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay, gl ad you
clarified that.

MANFORD PHI LLI P: Hel |l o.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Hel | o.

MANFORD PHI LLIP: See if | can arrange
nyself here properly. I'm Manford Phillip. I'ma
Prof essor of Chemistry at Lehnman College in the
Bronx. |I’ma Professor of biochem

CHAl RPERSON BARRON: |’ m sorry your nane
agai n?

MANFORD PHI LLI P: Manford Phillip.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay.
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MANFORD PHI LLIP: Ckay. |I'’ma Professor

of Chemistry in, at Lehman College in the Bronx, a
Prof essor of Biochem stry and Chemi stry at the
G aduate Center of CUNY. I'ma former Chair of the
Uni versity Faculty Senate and forner Faculty
Trustee of the University. | have witten testinony
about Pat hways but | thought |I'd toss that out
initially in response to some other coments. W' ve
heard about how Departnental Advisors can, can
advi se students through the process of Pathways. In
nmy departnment at Lehman we have a depart nent al
advi sor. Two afternoons a week is what we get paid
to have a Departnental Advisor. If a student can
only conme in at night they don't get any
departnmental advice. Wiy are we so short on these
things? If you | ook at the budget of CUNY, CUNY
spends about 13 thousand, nmaybe 14 thousand at the,
at the various coll eges per student per year. New
York City schools according to the New York Tines
spend over 20 thousand dollars per student per
year. CUNY is enornously short changed. We're short
on noney for alnost every little thing. Pathways
you' ve heard has been opposed by a huge nunber of

faculty. At the same tinme Pathways is comng in at
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the, at, at the same tine that CUNY' s adopting a
new el ectronic systemcalled CUNYfirst that to, put
it mldly, is chaotic. Is...very hard to use for
students and faculty. So Pathways even if it had
come in at the best possible tinme would have been
problematic it’s comng at a tinme that’s even worse
because of the new centralized conputer systemthat
the Gty University is using. W just heard a
little while ago about how Pat hways facilitates
former difficulties in having double majors and
m nors. Lehman Col | ege used to require a minor for
all students. We thought that was a good i dea when
students would get out into the world that they
woul d have a m nor because 120 credit course limt
provi des a space for that and it hel ps the students
to do that. Under Pathways we're prohibited to
require that mnor. And let ne tell you with a
budget kind of, with a kind of budget we have if a
course isn't required we can’t easily offer it. W
can’t, let’s put it this way, we can’t offer non-
required courses very well given the budget we
have. Because of there are very few students in a
cl ass those cl asses necessarily get cancell ed.

Renenber that the public schools don’'t have
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adjuncts, they don’t have part time instructors.
Why? Because they’ ' re getting nore than 20, 000
dol Il ars per student per year. More, the majority of
our instruction is now done by part tinmers who
aren’t there when they’ ' re not working in class
except for maybe one hour a week because they have
other things to do with their lives. Pathways was
bei ng done at the tine when the University is being
enor nously deprived of financial resources. And
nobody can say that it has not, one has not
sonmething to do with the other. They have to be
connected okay. Now in nmy departnent |’ma chem st.
We don’t like the Pathways curriculumas it applies
to chem stry. But in ny departnent we al so don’t
i ke the Pathways curriculumas it applies to other
t hi ngs such as US Hi story. My departnent voted
unani nously to ask Lehman College to reinstate a US
H story requirement for all students. We think that
students who cone froma foreign country where
they’ ve never had a US History course should at
| east have one before they graduate with the US, an
Anerican Baccal aureate degree. Let nme tell you. In
nmy departnment we’'re not just US origin people. W

have people fromthe US mainland, Iran, Puerto
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Ri co, Romania, Germany, and Sri Lanka. W all voted
for a US Hi story requirenent bypassi ng Pat hways. W
don’t think Pathways is a good idea. There are
ot her reasons to oppose Pat hways. Lehman used to be
extraordinarily generous, especially in the core
curriculumfor comunity coll ege graduates who
actually graduated fromtheir community coll ege.
Now t hose preferences are | essened or renoved. W
think that Community Coll ege students comng into
Lehman shoul d get, have the associ ates degree. |f
they don't there’s a chance that they, they m ght
not get any degree at all because the Community
Col | ege faculty are uniquely equi pped and skill ed
in getting these students to the point where they
can succeed at the senior colleges. That’s their
job. Letting students transfer freely, which
Pat hways does, makes it also harder for students to
come up agai nst courses that they' re not yet
equi pped for because the Community Coll ege faculty
didn’t have a chance to equip themfor. W don’'t
think that Pathways is going to help graduation
requirenments. We think it’s going to increase the
nunber of students who end up with nothing, no

associ ates degree, no baccal aureate degree because
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they transferred too early. We think the university
shoul d have strong nmechani sm for encouragi ng peopl e
to actually conplete their associ ates degree before
they go to a senior college. That's at |east ny
opi nion and the opinion of many of coll eagues.

Pat hways destroys that. |Is Pathways good? No. Good
for the faculty? Hardly. Takes, takes a | ot of
t hings away that we think are good. Good for the
students? | can’t inagine. Not the students that I
teach. So that’s ny testinony. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you.

[ appl ause]

M CHAEL BATSON:. Hello, ny nane is
M chael Batson. |I’man adjunct |lecture in history
at the college of Staten Island and at Ki ngsborough
Conmunity College. First I would Iike to thank this
comm ttee for holding these very inportant
hearings. Personally | think it’s too early to talk
about the inpact of Pathways on graduation rates
per say but | am confident that whatever happens
wth the tine it takes our students to graduate
under Pathways it will come at the expense of their
skills and knowl edge. | teach at a program at the

college of Staten Island that all incom ng freshman
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take. It is designed to introduce themto the major
i deas, institutions, and issues of the United
States. The course plays an inportant role in
socializing freshman to the coll ege experience,
hel ping themto nove frommerely summarizing to
anal yzi ng, working with themon building critical
thinking skills, and teaching them how to create,
sustain, and support argunents. Additionally the
course provides nmass | ectures which enrich the,
whi ch enrich the classroomactivities. W have
i ntroduced tape lectures to free us up to do nore
hands on work in the classroom And we continually
i nnovate where we feel it beneficial. Now that the
course has been reduced fromfour credits to three
we are being asked to cover the same material in 45
hours instead of 60. That reduction in contact
hours can only cone at the expense of depth,
breadth, and rigor. What is happening in this one
particul ar course is taking place across the entire
curriculumfromhumanities to the natural sciences
and across every canpus at CUNY. It is clear to ne
and majority of ny colleagues and | m ght add nost
of the students | speak to, that whatever tine

frane the class of pathways graduate in there wll
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likely be a dimnished achi evenent in terns of
skill and know edge gain. | would ask that this
policy be revisited. Wiere the notivation is to
hel p the students we can find common ground. The
adm ni stration faculty and students worKki ng
together can tal k about the real issues affecting
graduation rates; rising tuition, poverty,
inequality. And we can work on solutions that don’t
wat er down our students’ education. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you. | know
had said |1’'d asked the panel to present all their
testinony but I'’mgiving a courtesy to Counci
Menber Rodriguez. He does have to | eave and so
he’ Il have two mnutes to pose a question and get
and answer or make the comment.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Thank you
Thank you. And I'’msorry | just need to go to this
neeting that | have scheduled at 12. But | just
want to say that no doubt that when | hear there’s
a 92 percent of professor who object this plan
there have to be sonething there that we have to
| ook at it. My concern when it cone to transfer is
| have, first of all | understand how hard you have

to work. | nean | used to be a, a, a teacher at a
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hi gh school and | used to work with the popul ation
on new com ng and student from Latin America. So |
know t he special services and need that that group
bring. So | know that also at comrunity coll ege our
prof essor have to be working so hard to prepare the
student when the DOE, after we invest 150 thousand
dol I ar per student did not prepare our student to
be a college, at a college. My concern is, being

practical ny concern is also what can, what’s going

on. And I, and as you know |’ ve been advocati ng
before being a council, before being a chair,
w Il continue doing the sane thing for providing

nmore support, nore resources to our, to our

prof essors so that they can do a better job, that
we invest nore at CUNY. But what’'s, how can we fiXx
t he problem where a student is graduating from
Bronx Community College, 60 credit and then they
transfer to City Coll ege and those cl asses that
they took at the community college, they are no
getting credit for all those classes. Wo's failing
in that part? Li ke when the student are no getting
credit for those classes that they took at the
community coll ege when they noved to the senior

col | ege?
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BARBARA BOVNEN: We're out of tine.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Qui ck response. 30
seconds pl ease.

MANFORD PHI LLI P: At Lehman Col | ege we
had an articul ati on agreenent with Bronx Conmunity
Col l ege so that the courses would transfer. W had
a deal between the two colleges. There may not have
been a deal with city college. At the outset of
trend, at Pathways there were a lot of faculty who
was saying let the Chancellery facilitate and
advocate for nore such articul ati on agreenents.
They guaranteed transfer between the coll ege that
I’mat and Bronx Community. We, the faculty, went
over to Bronx Community, had consultations with our
col | eagues at that place. W thought that they were
doing a better job than we were. W accepted their
transfer. Did it work at Gity? Cobviously for you it
didn’t. there were problens there. Nobody argues
that there weren't problenms. But we had a way of
fixing it. And I think at Lehman we did.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay. Thank you.
Back to the panel for your continuation of your

t esti nony.
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M KE FABRI CANT: |’ m M ke Fabri cant,
treasurer of the PSC and al so a professor at Hunter
Coll ege. | have testinony |I’mgoing to read from
anot her menber. But before | do that | want to take
a liberty that Manford took in responding to sone
parts of what we just heard. What to ne was quite
extraordinary is | didn't feel as though many of
the questions that were being posed were being
answered. So | want to go back through, at |east
briefly sone of those questions. The question of
the website for exanple and the degree to which
students use or don’'t use the website. W can have
197 thousand different students with hits on that
website. What were they in fact asking, what kinds
of responses did they get, and what is the
rel ationship between Pat hways and the ki nds of
questions that are being rai sed and answered
t hrough that website, what is the relationship
bet ween those students and the website. | didn't
hear a answer to that. | heard that 95 percent use
it. | hear that it’s a tool. Wiat | heard was a
kind of very frankly a managenment speak in
relationship to that website. And we need sharper

clearer answers it seens to ne fromthe point of
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vi ew of students who are using it and, and, and
eval uating that point of access or portal in
relationship to novenent through the university.
Secondly one of the things that we have raised as a
uni on and we’ ve raised as faculty fromthe very
beginning is the question of data. This particular,
and Barbara alluded to it very early, this program
has been rolled out in ny estimation, and the
estimation of many others, with insufficient data.
When you nake the claim and we understand that
transfer is a problem but when you nake the claim
that transfer is such a problemthat it rises to
the level that the entire curricula of the
university the curriculumof the university has to
be so radically restructured and reassenbl ed. Then
it seens to ne at the very least; one, it has to
present the data that substantiates the magnitude,
the correspondi ng magni tude of the transfer
problem Al that we’ve received really frankly at
this point is through the Wigley report,
inpressionistic data. In fact it was the governing
structure and the PSC that devel oped a report on
where is the data, again that Barbara alluded to

earlier. This is not an anomaly in my estimtion.
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When you ask the question how are we eval uating
Pat hways...in fact what we got was a tautol ogy
frank, what was the tautol ogy, how nuch easier is
it for folks to nove with the credits that they
have from community to senior colleges. Wll, that
is the very basic structure of Pathways. O course
they' ' re going to nove because it’'s a | ockstep
program There are many other factors that need to
be considered not the | east of which is graduation
rate which was the |larger prom se is that
incurring. But what is the shrinkage and change and
experi ence of students as they nove through what is
the consequence in relationship to marketability
once they conme out? How do they transfer outside
the university when certain credits nay or may not
be there or missing or ways in which certain
cl asses have been severed from for exanple |abs,
has consequence in a larger world? It seens to ne
those are all questions with which we shoul d be
struggling but again that it seem is, is sinply
not addressed in the response to the inportant
guestions that you were posing. And | want,
conclude before | get to this testinmony with this.

There is a sort of you, the question was rai sed how
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does this represent an econom zation right. And if
greater efficiency and econom zation are reducing
costs | would argue that it happens in stages. |
thi nk Professor Wigley rightly points out to sane
nunber of credits. But we all know sanme nunber of
credits, larger classes, same nunber of classes in
a, in a conpressed environnment of fewer course
of ferings nmeans that isn’'t econom zation and
efficiency even in a circunstance where it’s the
same nunber of credits. And so presently we have
students maki ng choices. Clearly they're right at a
certain point but then what right or authority do
we have as a university to nake certain, that
certain courses are in effect part of the
experience. Art is disappearing in sone parts of
the university. Philosophy is increasingly an
endangered discipline. That is all part of this
conpressi on and econonm zation. And I'll |eave you
with this. The very |l anguage that’s used here apart
from Pat hways i s common core. Conmon core you think
is an apt way of character and it’'s particular if
we begin to create anal ogs between what’s goi ng on
here and K through 12. And so I'Il |eave you with

that. I want to, Johnothan Notoff [sp?] is a, this
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is atw mnute presentation. He's a person in
appl i ed mat hematics at New York Tech. And he
essentially says the follow ng. The applied
Mat henatics Programat City Tech was designed to be
practical with extensive input fromour industry
advi sory board we put together a professionally
oriented program A key feature of the areas of
concentration which allowed students to study
mat henat i cal applications at depth. In 2007 our
external eval uator praised our program as being an
exenpl arily. Under Pathways we face the chall enge
of having diluted degree requirenents. Essentially
the problemis that the Baccal aureate of Science
degrees can no | onger specify courses in the conmmon
core. The result is that specified upper |evel
courses are replaced by |ower |evel unspecified
courses. Pathways is a comon core of liberal arts
courses guaranteed transfer within CUNY. But it
takes away the right of faculty to sel ect
appropriate courses for a given major. The result
is that students are using up their financial aid
on | ower | evel courses and not adequately prepared
to reach the upper level ones. Utimtely this nay

hurt graduates seeking enploynent in a highly
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conpetitive workplace. For exanple the progress to
upper | evel engineering course students need to
take, need to take physics. Under Pathways we nust
accept any science. To ensure students take physics
and keep our degree requirenents to a strict 120
credit limt we nust now make room for physics by
cutting other courses. Unfortunately the cut
courses have to be upper level. Cearly we cannot
cut the I ower |evel engineering courses as they're
prerequi sites for upper |evel under...And so
Pat hways cal cul us was the mnimal contributory math
course and that is appropriate for applied
mat hemat i cs. Under Pat hways the first contributory
class is likely to be a | ower |level course, algebra
course. Surely the intention was not to | ower the
standards of a Baccal aureate science degree but
that is exactly the result.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you. Have you
submtted that testinony? I didn’t have that.
[crosstal k] Ckay, | want to make sure that | get
that. That’'s very specific and very hel pful.

K. E. SAAVI K FORD: Good norning. My nane

is KE. Saavic Ford and | am..
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CHAI RPERSON BARRON: One second pl ease.
Were you here at the initial swearing in.

K.E. SAAVIK FORD: Ch, no. |’'msorry.

CHAlI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay, then do you
swear and/or affirmto tell the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth in your testinony
before this commttee and to respond honestly to
t he Council Menber questions?

K.E. SAAVIK FORD: | do.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you.

K.E. SAAVIK FORD: So |I'm K. E. Saavic
Ford and | am an Associ ate Professor at Borough of
Manhattan Community Col | ege. | apol ogi ze for ny
| ateness. | cane directly fromclass. | amalso a
menber of the CUNY Graduate Center Doctoral Faculty
in the Physics Departnment. |I’m a Research Associ ate
at the American Museum of Natural Hi story in the
Department of Astrophysics. | amKarli Schol ar at
the renowned Karli Institute of Theoretical Physics
at UC Santa Barbara, hone to three Nobel Laureates.
| am a nmenber of an instrument team on the
successor to NASA s Hubbl e Space Tel escope JWET,
and | have published in the nost prestigious

journals in astronony and astrophysics. | have




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON H GHER EDUCATI ON 93
taught at public and private universities across
the country and have col |l aborators at universities
around the world. So when | offer ny professional
opi ni on on teaching astronony and physics | know
where of | speak. W are required by Pathways to
include a lab in our science classes. And this is
an essential conponent of any rigorous science
course. And the National Association of Science
Teachers al so recomrends this as good practice, as
a standard of practice to have | aboratory
integrated into the classes that we teach
t horoughly on an ongoi ng basis. But we are given
only three hours, although that’s now been sonewhat
adj usted, but still we’ve only been given three
credits per week with our students to incorporate
this | aboratory requirenent. Current national best
practice is a four credit |aboratory which neets
for a mninmmof five hours a week for non-science
majors and for science ngjors it is often somewhat
higher. | feel that we are inviting Nationa
ridicule and | say this as soneone wi th many
contacts as | nmentioned. By, not to nention
transfer problens for students who may transfer

outside of CUNY. | teach at a conmunity coll ege and
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many of our students have gone onto other four
years. By shortening our courses at the expense of
understanding. And in our increasingly scientific
and techni cal world when peopl e nust be
scientifically literate to participate in many of
our political discussions cutting tine on science
| eave our students from CUNY di senfranchi sed as
citizens of the future. | can sight sonme statistics
at BMCC pre-Pat hways. Qur liberal arts nmjors took
two science courses each with a rigorous |ab, each
for five hours per week. Now they take two science
courses only one with a | ab each neeting for only
three hours per week. And | feel that our students
especially here at CUNY deserve nore than three-
fifths of a science course. But nore inportant than
t he nunbers are the students. And |I’mgoing to
share a story with you fromny very first senester
teaching at BMCC. | wanted to di scuss nmagneti sm
with my astronony students and | began by asking
themto recall an experinent they would have done
in mddle school. They woul d have nade a nagnet
using a batter, a bolt, and sone wire. And | asked
themto recall this and they, | got a blank stare

fromthe class. But this was different from other
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bl ank stares | had gotten so | waited. Finally a
student at the back of the roomraised his hand and
said; ‘Ma’amwe went to New York City Public
Schools. W didn’t have fancy equi pnent |ike
that.”, a battery, a bolt, and sone wire. And now
they’'re going to get three hours of college science
maybe with a scientific linguistics class added on
and they’' re educated. Many adjustnments had been
made to Pat hways to correct the worst absurdities.
In the sciences we've be asked to design co-
requi site courses which neet for six hours per week
worth six credits. Anong the problens with this is
that this is credit inflation and this is going to
enbarrass us. No other school will take a six hour
a week per, six hour per week class which has two
hours of lab in it and call that a six credit
class. That’'s a four credit class. This is going to
enbarrass us on the national stage. G ven CUNY s
| ong and proud history as a | eader in science and
the fact that this is CUNY's decade of science |
woul d ask that the faculty be allowed to fix the
transfer situation because we know our students and
we know what they need to know. And we need to do

this without dimnishing the scientific rigor of a
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CUNY degree. | know this is about graduation rates
in part and | would say that no one can yet know
whet her Pat hways will inprove the graduation rates.
But we know right now that doing it this way wl|
deval ue a CUNY degree for those who earn one.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you. | want
to thank the panel for their presentation.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: | think it’'s a, a,
a great representation of the issues that | have
heard over the past two years regarding the
i npl ement ati on of Pathways in which | raised with
the Chancellor at that tine. So it’s not just
sonething that |1’ve just cone to. W have about an
hour and 15 m nutes so | would ask ny coll eagues if
they woul d please frane their questions so that we
can get a response. Because panels com ng forward
we're going to really ask you to sunmari ze your
testinony so that we can get to hear all of it And
if it’s witten it will be in the record. And
certainly affirmto you that | will read all of it.
So if you don't get a chance to read it and ask you
to summarize it please bear with us. But we did

want to have both panels a bal ance because they're
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the two positions, the basic positions and we
certainly are going to give additional tine but
pl ease be considerate comng forward. | will forgo
my questions and 1’1l ask ny colleagues if they
woul d pose a question with two m nutes for
presentation as well as response.

COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON: On great. Thank
you very nmuch. And thank you faculty PSC, thank you
for your presentation today. So after listening to
this I nean obviously we certainly have many
chal l enges with the inplenentation, with the idea
of pathways. W recogni ze that we generally have
problenms with students transferring within the CUNY
system | think that’s something that we can all
acknow edge. | guess | am concerned because | know
that funding and resources have been chall enges in
the CUNY system |’mnot a fan of inposing tuition
i ncreases on the backs of students to deal with the
| ack of governnent funding. That has been a
problem | recogni ze we have children that are
living in poverty and we have social factors that
are also included in this conversation. And
financing is a huge conponent of the problem I

guess ny question for the faculty is what
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al ternative approaches woul d you thi nk woul d nake
Pat hways successful ? Why do you not think this is
the ideal solution to streanlining graduation rates
and the transfer process? And do you think Pathways
shoul d be elim nated altogether or do you have
areas within the programthat you think could be
changed that would benefit both faculty nenbers as
wel | as students in order to make Pat hways nore
successful ? Because | think we can acknow edge we
do have a probl em

BARBARA BOVEN: If | may, I'll try to
answer very quickly and we could talk nore |ater
The position of the faculty whom | represent is
that the faculty through our governance nechani sm
which is part of the CUNY bylaws is best equipped
to design a transfer systemor curricula that
transfer nore easily. So our solution would be to
resend the resolution that was passed in June 2011
i nposi ng Pat hways and bypassing faculty governance
and ask the faculty governance bodi es which as
Professor Phillip said, are very well equipped to
work on the problem of transfer which we do not
deny. | mean none of us deny that and we want to

hel p students to transfer. That in fact the
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Departnents with their elected representatives and
t he Faculty governance CUNY wi de could actually
devi se a solution that maintains quality and hel ps
students to nove nore quickly.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you. Counci
Mermber Cunbo.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBG: Very qui ckly, and
this may have been addressed but nore specifically...
Do you feel that a |Iot of your objections to the
Pat hways may be predicated on the fact that you
believe that community coll ege faculty nay not have
prepared students adequately for transfer?

MANFORD PHILLIP: It’s the opposite.
Community College faculty do a great job with
preparing students for transfer. But they have to
be given the opportunity. They have to be given the
resources, nore resources than they're getting now.
But at the sanme tinme students should finish their
degrees at the Community Col | eges. Pat hways makes
it all too easy to go without a degree. This was a
probl em bef ore Pat hways. Community coll ege
adm ni strations were conplaining that their
students were | eaving not getting a degree. And in

t he i Pads[ phonetic] accounting that it’s a nationa
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system Colleges that don't graduate their students
with a degree are put at a di sadvantage. Pat hways,
| think, makes this worse. It, at Lehnman we gave
students benefits if they actually came in with an
associ ates degree from SUNY or CUNY. That's not
there anynore. | think we should scrap Pat hways
entirely. W had systens that needed devel opnent
such as TIPS. TIPS was a conputer transfer system
that allowed students to say okay, |’ m planning on
going from BMCC to Lehman but what courses shoul d |
take that make it easy. But TIPS was never worKking
very well because it was underfunded and wasn’t
updated regularly. W were really worried about
transfer before Pathways. W, that neans the
faculty. It was a primary interest. W want the
students to nake it. At the sane tinme we can’'t gut
t he degree because it neans that the students wll
fewer opportunities when they | eave CUNY. Students
shoul d conme out of CUNY with a degree that nakes
since that the faculty can approve. \Wat does it
mean national, and this is known all over the
country, what does it nean when you have a
university with a curriculumthat the faculty have

no confidence in?
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M KE FABRI CANT: | want to just weigh

MANFORD PHILLIP: That’'s the reality
her e.

M KE FABRI CANT: ..for 15 seconds which
is that the answer to the question is no.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Mm hmm

M KE FABRI CANT: And two, we do not have
probl ens between community coll eges on transfer in
every senior college. There are greater problens at
some community col |l eges and seni or coll eges and
that’s why we needed to first | ook at the nmagnitude
of the issue with specificity in relationship to
parts of the systemrather than to take a, a
basically, a sledgehammer to curricular. W should
have been using nore refined tools to figure out
how to address this question.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBG: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay, thank you so
much for your testinmony. My math was off. | don’t
have an hour, | have 45 mnutes. But | do want to
thank you. And | am a proud graduate of CUNY. |
went to Hunter, class of January ’'67, yes January

' 67.
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[cormments, appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: And I, | can stand
up to anyone with any other degree from whatever
| VY | eague col |l ege you want to nane and natch with
them And | certainly don’t want to see a
dimnution or dilution of the CUNY degree. And you
really resonated with nme when you put that phrase
in there, three-fifths.

[ background coment s]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Three-fifths
carries great significance for ne.

K.E. SAAVIK FORD: It was on purpose.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: So that really
resonated with me. Thank you so nuch for your
testinony. Plan is com ng up. Please, please,
pl ease, we’'re trying to divide 40 m nutes anong 20
W t nesses so please help us. Yes, you can give your
testinony please to the Sargent of Arns and you can
pl ease what it is you have to say. Third panel is
Kevin Graves, David Rosenberg, Juquana Hardie
[sp?], and Doctor Anthony G onowi cz. You may pl ease
come forward. And once again your witten testinony
pl ease submt to the clerk and pl ease sumari ze

your testinmony. Okay, if you don’t have witten
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testinony, |let us know you're just going to give us
a summary. Please identify yourself. I’mgoing to
swear you in. Do you swear and/or affirmto tel
the truth, please raise your right hand. Do you
swear and/or affirmto tell the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth in your testinony
before this commttee and to respond honestly to
all Council Menber questions.

[collective affirmations]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay, pl ease
i ntroduce yourself and give your sunmary pl ease.

DOCTOR GRONOW CZ: Me first.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Yes.

DOCTOR GRONOW CZ: Ckay. My nane is
Ant hony Gronowi cz. | teach Anerican Governnent at
t he Borough of Manhattan Comrunity Col | ege, BMCC
where one of ny specialties is the interface
between race and class that | exam ned in ny book
Race and Class Politics in New York City before the
Cvil War. 1 want to thank Councilwoman | nez
Barron, the Chair of this Gty Council and the
ot her Council Menbers for the opportunity to
address mnmy concerns about the proposed inposition

by CUNY adm ni stration of the m sl eadingly naned
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Pat hways curricul um changes that serve to dilute
t he CUNY degree. For exanple a three credit science
course without a lab instead of the normal four
they make it easier to transfer within CUNY from
| et us say community college BMCC to four year
col | ege John Jay but the course woul d not be
transferrable to Pace or Colunbia or St. Johns. As
an el ected Faculty Advisor to BMCC Student
Gover nnent Associ ation | observe that our mllion
dol | ar annual budget derived from student fees is
spent on student activities run by 70 student cl ubs
ranging fromthe chess club to the soccer club from
at resurgent and Christian to the Mislim student
associ ati on. Student governments have cone and gone
over the years but one thing has renai ned the sane.
Regardl ess of the students who are el ected to serve
on the governnent by the student body all have been
unani nous, and | repeat unaninous in their
opposition to Pathways in resolution after
resolution. Students see it as a crude attenpt to
turn nost of the colleges in, to CUNY into
vocational schools. No longer will a BMCC student
be able to live up to the school slogan; start

here, go anywhere. Thank you.
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CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you.

[ appl ause]

KEVIN GRAVES: My nane is Kevin G aves.
|’ma student at LaGuardia Community College. |’ m
the President of Psi Beta which is the Psychol ogy
Honor Society. I'min a Psychology club and I am a
Sophonore at LaCGuardia. | do not have a sworn
testinony, witten testinony. | just wanted to give
a very brief statenent as, and |, al so make nyself
avail abl e to answer questions about the realities
as a student. | was advised in my student sem nar
course |last year to not opt into Pathways. Every
faculty nmenber that |1’ ve spoken with has said to
not opt into Pathways. However unfortunately the
reality for ne after being advised | ast week is
that | transfer to Hunter College, Hunter will
automatically require all students to transfer in
to take the Pat hways Curriculumso | was advised to
actually now transfer, switch to Pat hways at
LaGuardia so that | can start getting the correct
courses nowthat | will need to transfer. | have
used the website the Degree Audit, DegreeWrks. It
shows you, what | need now under my current

curriculumand what | would need if | switched to




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COWM TTEE ON H GHER EDUCATI ON 106

Pat hways. Wthout actually switching to Pathways it
shows nme a conparison contrast. |, I'mreally glad
| heard the faculty speak about the reduction of
hours in the science classes. | did see that before
| woul d have had to take hunman anat ony one and two
as a psychology ngjor. Now | can choose, and those
were four hours each, now | can choose of, between
different science cl asses, biology, chem stry,
astronony, and physics for three hours and I’ m al so
required to take one nore science class which

t hi nk nost of themare |labs with four hours. But

|’ mal so able to take a | anguage science cl ass

i nstead of one of those. And | just wanted to nake
a statenent that | feel |ike we’ ve been, as
students we’ ve been caught in the crossfire between
the, the right opposition to Pathways because |
definitely don’t want ny degree to be | essened as
far as quality as a CUNY student. |’ve worked very
hard to, at LaCuardia. And by the way LaGuardia for
me has been a very rigorous coursework experience.
The teachers there are really great and the
coursework is great. | just want to make sure that

the classes | take transfer to Hunter but | al so
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want to make sure that | have a good education at
bot h school s so... Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you.

JUQUANA HARDI E: Hi, good afternoon the
honorabl e city council and the H gher Education
Conmittee. |I’mJuquana Hardie. |I'’ma transfer
student and |’ma product of the Gty University of
New York. |’ m com ng deforth[phonetic], this
afternoon to speak for the 260 thousand student and
t he thousands of faculty, faculty and staff.

Pat hways, |’ m not saying Pathways is a bad program
it’s a good program But at the sane tine it’s
affecting a lot of transfer students to the point
that a lot of transfer students are saying |listen,
| want to go sonewhere el se because CUNY’' s Pat hway
systemisn’'t working for me. It’s even to the point
t hat Pat hways has even done, students have al ready
taken renedial math have to go to a four year

seni or coll ege and take another |evel of renedial
mat h whi ch, which, which is a problemfor nost
students because they already spent about three or
four years trying to pass the renedial courses at a
community college. And they're like but, | said,

it, it, I feel that Pathways is a good program but
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at the sane tine it’s mssing a lot of |inks
bet ween adm ni stration, faculty, and students. It’
a very good concept but you can’t have a good

concept and have a whol e bunch of m ssing |inks.

Thank you

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you.

DAVI D ROSENBERG Good afternoon. Thank
you Chai rperson Barron, the conmttee. | al so want

to thank Council Menber WIllians. |I’ma proud
resident of the 45'" district. My nane is David
Rosenberg. |I’mthe student governnent president at
Brookl yn College. | have witten testinony that’s
submtted but I wanted to take the opportunity to
comment on a few things that have been said. My
testinony is going to be a lot different than what
we’' ve heard for the last hour plus. First, to the
nost recent point the comment about unani nous
opposition from student governnents to Pat hways.
That’s not true. At some of the senior colleges
that’ s not always been the case. I n Brooklyn
college in particular. For a while we’ve had a
transfer problem W'’ ve had our students comng in
as nmuch as 60 percent and university w de as nuch

as two-thirds comng in fromtw year schools and
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not having their degrees. About a year and a half
ago | had, there were two students who cane to

Br ookl yn Col | ege from Ki ngsborough. One of them
finished their associates in business. The other
one had 58 of the 60 credits in business. The one
with the associates degree got their entire credit,
all 60 credits transferred, the one with 58
credits, two credits short of an Associate’s
degree, lost alnost 30 credits in the transfer

eval uati on process. Before Pathways the transfer
eval uation process was arbitrary at best. And
students just |like that, with very simlar profiles
were getting very different results when they would
come for transfer evaluation. And Pat hways at the
end of the day, though it does need sonme work and
we see very clearly when you have a vote of 92
percent of the faculty saying that this is no good,
we need to work on it. But, and | understand where
t here app, where their opposition cones from but
their opposition has led to a nuch bigger problem
which is the gridlock between faculty and
admnistration at the different colleges. At, | go
into a lot of neetings at Brooklyn Coll ege where

faculty and admi nistrators and every initiative
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that nyself or ny other colleagues in student
gover nment have brought forward that require the
faculty to be involved we were told no because of
Pat hways. We went in, we asked for a roadmap to
graduati on where students can cone in and when they
start can get a path of what classes they will need
to take over their tw years, or four years, or Six
years and when those cl asses woul d be offered. The
faculty council | ooked at us and said no because of
Pat hways. W asked for other courses to prepare
students for test preparation for courses like the
MCAT or the GVAT [sp?]. W were told no because of
Pat hways. At the end of the day the students don’t
care about the politics of how Pat hways got here
but we need faculty and adm nistrators to be
wor ki ng together to make it work for all of our
students and that’s not happeni ng now. Thank you.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you very
much. 1’mgoing to ask ny col |l eagues to pl ease
forgo the questions so that we can make sure that
we hear everyone. And then we can ask, we can have
comrents pose as questions at the end which we can

present and ask to have questions, have response.
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Ckay, thank you so much for your testinony. | do
appreciate it. And I’'mgoing to call the next
panel . Sandy Cooper, ex-chair of the University
faculty, faculty senate, Elizabeth Hovey, CUNY
adj unct from John Jay, Signund Shipp, CUNY faculty,
and Professor Seth Lipner from Baruch Col | ege, and
Ana Maria Hernandez, PSC from LaGuardia. |If you
woul d all cone forward. If you have testinony,
witten testinony, please present it. But we are
asking that you sunmarize your presentation to
about two mnutes. First | would like to swear you
in. Please raise your right hand. Do you swear
and/or affirmthat you will tell the truth, the
whol e truth, and nothing but the truth before this
comm ttee and respond honestly to the Counci
Menber’s questions?

[collective affirmations]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you. Pl ease
i ntroduce yoursel ves.

SANDY COOPER: My nane is Sandy Cooper
I’mthe former Chair of the University Faculty
Senate, a Professor of Hi story at the G aduate
School in the College of Staten Island, and a

faculty nmenber for 55 years, nobst of which have
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been in CUNY. In those years obviously |I have
wat ched a | arge nunber of curricular changes in
Anerican hi gher education but never have | seen
t hose changes produce a | ow grade outconme. Two
years ago when | chaired the faculty senate the
out goi ng Chancel | or Matthew Gol dstein called ne in
and told ne he was appointing an adm nistrator to
create a, a systemfor cutting down the difficulty
students had in transfer. | pointed out to himthen
that the University Faculty Senate had worked on
this issue for 15 years and nade one recommendati on
upon anot her having set up faculty commttees to
study this issue, we are well aware of the fact
that many of our students face this problem Nearly
ever proposal we made was ignored. Wen this system
was i nposed and the administrator put in charge of,
of creating it | assenbled a commttee of 55
faculty representing the curricular at specialist,
at all the undergraduate colleges. And we nmet with
the administrator. And we were treated as if we
were flies on sone paper. The University Faculty
Senate was created when the University was created
in 1962 and it is charged with the oversight of

trans canpus educational prograns. And if this is
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not a cross canpus educational program| don’t know
what is. Fromthe very outset every single nenber
of our specialist conmttee was ignored. And the
peopl e who were appointed to develop this process
created a process which follows the playbook as
Bar bara Bohen said of the Gates Foundation, the
Lum na Foundation, and the so called refornmers nost
of whom have in m nd sonething resenbling the RAND
study in 1998 of transform ng public institutions
into a second tier for training second tier
personnel. W were presented with these docunents
that indicated, nostly the Wigley report, how nuch
students were suffering under the current system
Sone of us statisticians took a | ook at those
figures and we discovered that instead of it
costing 75 million it cane to about four mllion,
4.1 mllion...

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Instead of 75 it
cane to four?

SANDY COOPER: 70, | forgot the origina
nunber, 72 or 75 mllion in, in..

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: | see 72 in this...

SANDY COOPER: ..cost of students...
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CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay. Cur

statisticians cane up with the follow ng nunber.
And in addition we discovered it wasn't too hard to
do that many students graduating with 130 credits
whi ch is now standard at Wsconsin, and M chi gan,
and California. We're not that unique. Did so
because they changed ngjors. | have been an advi sor
now for |’ve forgotten how many years and | get a
student who conmes in and wants to take history.
That student tried to be a nurse, the student
didn’t nmake it. The student |oses credits that
didn’t work for that and transfers. So maybe a
senmester is lost. We try to help make it up over
wi nter senesters and sunmmer senmesters. It’'s very
difficult for people to graduate with a degree in
four years from baccal aureate institutions.
Nationally it’s six to eight years these days. And
we all know the social reasons. | won't tell you
what you don’t, what you know already. | wish to
reiterate the fact that as chair of the Faculty
Senate nyself, ny predecessor, ny successor have
been devoted to the notion that this is an issue
whi ch can be contained and reformed by the existing

faculty nmechani sms. We have di scipline councils,
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the chairs of English, math, foreign |anguages,
bi ochenmi stry, and so forth neet. They have ways of
knowi ng what goes on in the courses of both the two
and four year colleges. W have conferences that
the University Faculty Senate holds of faculty in
whi ch we di scussed canpus curricula and how to
stream i ne and make changes. W have exchanges
between faculty at the two kinds of, two | evels of
colleges. It’s not as if we have been standing |ike
stubborn mules trying to keep students from
graduating. The one thing I, I amalso a CUNY
graduate |i ke you Chair Barron, very proud of it,
and | was very delighted when | got out of City
Col |l ege in 1957.

[l aught er]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay.

SANDY COOPER: That | could talk to
peopl e from Harvard w t hout bei ng ashanmed of
anyt hi ng and not knowi ng what they were talking
about. We are now able to graduate students under
Pat hways who do not have to take a class in
literature, a foreign |anguage, history, politica
sci ence, economcs, art, rmnusic, anthropol ogy,

soci ol ogy, philosophy, and can weasel out of real
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mat h by taking sone scientific |inguistics course.
This is what we call devaluation. This is not the
education | know you had at Hunter because | al so
taught there and | had it city. This is not the
reason | left a very good job at Rutgers to cone
and teach at city. Because | wanted very much to
ensure that these students had what | had which was
an opportunity to go forth out of a social
background that didn’'t give you that opportunity to
begin with. W are afraid as faculty when we sign
of f on diplonmas that they are not going to be nuch
better than those for profit things that you read
about in the newspaper. W may give students a

di pl oma when they, why don’t we just give themthis
di pl oma when they' re admtted and...

[l aught er]

SANDY COOPER: ..gi ve them a graduation
thing and then tell themif they'd like to conme to
cl ass they shoul d.

[l aught er]

SANDY COOPER: | have a final point
whi ch is sonmewhat tangential to this hearing. Five

of CUNY' s trustees are mayoral appointees, sonme of
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themwere originally appointed in the Gulian
years.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: |, | don’t mean to
be disrespectful or rude but could you please wap
up because...

SANDY COOPER: Ckay, |’'mjust...

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: ..we have about four
nore panel s.

SANDY COOPER: ..finishing. | was going
to suggest that some, that sonebody urge the Mayor
to ook at the list of mayoral appointees to the
board of trustees and perhaps think that sonme of
the Guliani era people have overdone it a bit.
Thank you

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Pl ease if, two
m nut es pl ease.

ELI ZABETH HOVEY: |’ m overwhel med with
gratitude for this hearing. Chair Barron, Counci
Menmber G bson and Cunbo. | am an adjunct historian
at John Jay College and | can’t claimthe |ight of
havi ng been a CUNY product nyself. | can tell you

that | went to an ivy | eague undergraduate
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institution and an ivy | eague graduate institution
for nmy doctorate degree and I knew | wanted to
teach the students who needed it nost. And al
things fly out of ny head right now. But anong the
things | want to summarize is that | have nade an
unfortunate hobby of | ooking at the consequences,
the negative consequences of Pathways and |’ m going
to put ny nunber all over the place and you can
call and ask nme any questions you want until the
end of time if | can share of what | see as ny

i nsights. But yesterday was a special day. It was
ny birthday and | had three things go wong that |
can directly relate to Pathways. One, is that |
heard a judge has dism ssed the notion that we have
had our faculty governance subverted by this
proposal. I, | really want to get back to the fact
that when the trustees changed the nunber of units
and they talk, they, the representation that it’'s a
30 unit core is fault because of the, the thematic
portions of it. The thematic portions really nean
that there’s 40 percent |l ess units being asked
because a conputer science student could take

al nost excl usively conputer science classes and

graduat e under this new conmon core. So, so when
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you hear 30 units | want you to think it’s
actually, | believe it’s 18 that are really
required and even those can be snuck. Back to
yesterday. So | heard a judge nmade a faults, a bad
deci sion and | have already heard by your comments
today that you understand better than that
unfortunate judge and | understand that my union is
going to appeal and I'mso glad. Two, | heard one
student, a pretty bright student, in ny class say |
don’t have to do the reading. | find that if | pay
attention in class | can get an A or a B. He's not
tal ki ng about ny class. He's tal king about his

experience. And then | also heard on the subway on

the way hone. |I’mnot kidding, this all happened
yesterday. | heard a man, actually fairly well
spoken say |’ve been looking all day for a job. |I'm
a coll ege graduate. | can show you the papers that

show that 1’"ma coll ege graduate but the systemdid
not work for nme. And ny point is that yes,
graduation rates, | understand the adm nistration
wants to help. Transfer is not the issue. | hope
you understand that. It’s not the issue. This is a
snokescreen and M. Rodriguez, Rodriguez asked

earlier, why now after decades of this discussion?
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The reason why, and I'mtelling you this as a
hi storian who’s been | ooking at the record. The
reason why it happened now i s because it was an
opportunity to use transfer as a way of totally
underm ni ng faculty governance, the union, and
departnmental | eadership. And | woul d be happy,
happy, happy to show you the ways that that has
been the case. | ama rare, rare adjunct. | have
econom ¢ security but | |ook at ny col |l eagues who
teach with integrity and every one of us, every one
of us adjuncts has to think about which is nore
i nportant holding ny students to the high standards
and giving themthe help they need or ensuring ny
popul arity by, by giving them an easy grade. |
foresee a future as long as there’'s nostly
adjuncts. And I, | plan to be an adjunct ny whol e
life. As long as there’'s nostly adjuncts | inagine
nost of the courses in stark contrast to yours at
Hunter College in 1966. Mst classes, see a novie,
take a quiz. And that’s not the kind of degree that
CUNY shoul d be churning out. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you.

SETH LI PNER Good afternoon I’ m Seth

Li pner. | have been a professor at Baruch for 32
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years. | chair the curriculumconmittee there for
21 years. | keep trying to get out of it and they
keep el ecting ne. They, two years ago the
chancellor’s office asked ne to chair the business
pat hways subconm ttee that produce those gateway
courses. And we produce sone very nice results in
terns of defining |earning outcones and nmaking
education for entry level courses in business nore
uni form across CUNY. But the general education
component is hurting our curriculumand I want to
gi ve you two specific exanples of how it hurts our
curriculum And with due respect to the advice
chair it’s not just a matter of holding onto
sonmething old in the sense that we like it. This is
somet hi ng that was devel oped for a reason. And |
think you'll agree with ne for good reason. And
we’ ve done great things wwth it. And we're going to
be precluded fromcontinuing it because of
pat hways. The first is we created comuni cation
i ntensive courses. A requirenent that students take
a certain nunber of these conmunication intensive
courses that have either witten communi cation or
oral communi cation in them W won't be able to

continue that with the Pathways initiative. The
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second thing is that we required students to take a
liberal arts mnor because our students took
courses that was nore convenient to their subway
schedul es and their work schedul es than their
educational schedules. And it was Chancell or
CGol dstein who inspired me to think about this
probl em 21 years ago and to nake sonet hing great
out of our educational system So we require that
busi ness students take a four course mnor that
i ncludes a base |evel course in a specific
di scipline, two, three thousand | evel courses in
that discipline and a capstone course the four
t housand | evel that require students to engage in
critical thinking and engage in conmuni cation
exerci ses. And we can’'t do that anynore with these
transfer students because of Pathways. |'msorry
l’mout of tinme. | refer you to my witten
testinony and thank you for the opportunity to be
her e t oday.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you so nuch
| do thank you for your presentation. And |’ mready
to call the next panel. Qur time is ticking. Oh |

apol ogi ze. I’mrushing. | apol ogi ze.
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SIGVUND SHI PP: That’'s alright, yeah
Thank you Chair Barron and thank you hi gher
education comm ttee...

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Pl ease two mi nut es.

SI GMUND SHI PP: Yeah sure. My nane is
Si gmund Shipp. | teach English at LaCuardia
Community Coll ege. As we heard from Doct or
Wigley' s testinony this norning they ve been
trying to humani ze Pathways in the | ast year
because of faculty opposition. But at my canpus,
LaGuardi a, they have al ready begun to renew on the
assurances of |ast year. W see one exanple of this
in ENG 101, English conposition. The research and
writing course is required of all majors to
graduate. After spending much of the [ast two years
trying to reduce our commtnent of contact tinme
Wi th our students by 25 percent, fromfour hours
per week to three, they are now getting their
second wind | guess, renewing their efforts to
designate that fourth hour in a separate and
i nvul nerabl e category. That’s what they nean when
they use the flexibility. Flexibility neans you
want a fourth hour, your college can pay for it,

CUNY is washing its hands of it. At the University
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of M nnesota Foreign Language and Hi story are anpng
the m ni mum requirenents for graduation. The
Engl i sh Chairperson there found it ironic that
quot e unquote transfer has nutated into such a m nd
erasi ng buzzword for us because in M nnesota their
buzzword is transfer evaluation. They are

eval uating these incredi ble shrinking courses of
ours and they’'re not inpressed by what they see.
One of LaCuardia’s senators reported |ast year that
Ski dnore Col | ege al ready wal ked out of an

articul ation agreenent with us because of the

pat hways attenpt to reduce tine for witing
instruction. We believe CUNY students are not quote
unquote customers to be lured in by artificially

i nflated graduation rates and then sent on their
way with a piece of paper. CUNY students are an

i nvest nent that we make. They are the creators and
| eaders of our shared future and they deserve a

wel | -rounded rigorous education. | graduated in
1991, a senester late from Queens Col | ege because |
found too | ate that even though I was an English
major | was still required to take a science with a
| ab. By the way |’ ve had several students who were

great witers, imaginative thinkers and didn't
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guot e unquote believe in evolution. But | could
never have learned to respect the scientific nethod
if I hadn’t been pushed outside of ny confort zone.
My wife gave birth to our daughter |ast June. \Wen
| look into her trusting eyes the future has never
been nore real to ne. The |ong term consequences of
nmy every action never nore pal pable. 18 years from
now nmy i ncom ng students will be her age. | wll
not be asking how fast can they graduate, what is
the mninmumthey need to know, I will be asking how
wel I rounded, how rigorous of an education do they
deserve. \Wether they got the experience of a rea
world lab in bio 101 or will they be fed justified
excuses for an increasingly nmeager education where
deci sions are carried out under threat and
adm ni strative thiot[phonetic]. WII | be able to
tell ny daughter that | am proud of where |I work or
will | have to tell her honey we shrunk the
curriculum Please stand with the 92 percent of
faculty who voted to preserve the richest college
education we can provide to the people of New York
Cty.

[ appl ause]
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CHAI RPERSON BARRON: | thank you. |
t hank the panel for your presentation. And | wll
in fact read all of them And I'’mcalling now Panel
five which is a CUNY student panel. Tafooey Guaco?
Quaco [sp?], Jam e Robinson [sp?], and Washica
Torres [sp?] please cone forward. Thanks. And since
we are down to about 10 m nutes |’ m goi ng ask each
of the renmaining panel if they would cone down to
90 seconds, a mnute and a hal f.

UNKNOWN MALE: We're going to protest
that. Okay, it’ll be a three word chant.

CHAl RPERSON BARRON: Do you swear or
affirmto tell the truth, the whole truth, and
not hing but the truth in your testinony before this
commttee and to respond honestly to all Counci
Menber questi ons.

[collective affirmations]

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you. Pl ease
90 seconds, a mnute and a half. Please sumari ze
your testinony.

TAFOOEY GUACOO Thank you very much
Madam Chair and ot her nenber of the board. My nanme
is Taf ooey Guacoo and I'mcurrently a graduate

student at Brooklyn Coll ege and al so an adj unct
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| ecturer in mathematics at your college. | was also
t he Chairperson of the University Student Senate.
|, in addition to be a nenber of the board of
trustee from 2011 to 2013. So I'mvery well aware
of all the issue Pathway, in regard to Pat hways.
When | took office in 2011 as the chairperson the
senate before mne did approve a resol ution
supporting Pathways. In ny, in ny two years as the
chair we will reiterate our support to Pathway. And
there is a sinpler reason for that. W student
don’t understand why if we’re noving from one
coll ege to anot her one, and we tal king about CUNY
bei ng one university, we should be losing credit
of f any kind of sort. We should be able to transfer
any credit we have fromone college to the other
one wi thout having a problem | was one of those
student that lost credit when | started at CUNY. |
came froman internationals institution. | |ost
sone credit. | sat in sonme of those classes that
were very boring. And by the way we do |learn the
hi story of America because sonebody nentioned that
some countries outside the US don’t know anyt hi ng
about a US history. That’s wong. | know how to

draw the United States map on top of my head. So
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that’s sonething we do internationally. So that’s
out of the way. But we supported Pat hway because we
understand that our student are paying noney to
take a course and later on are required to take the
same course and pay themnoney for it. It doesn’t
wor k that way because Financial A d does not cover
when you’' re retaking another course. So we
supported Pathway for all those year and we
continue to support Pathway. When | took office |
met with. | nmet with the Chancellery to tell them
these are the student concern. How can we nake
Pat hway better? W were never in favor of renoving
Pat hway conpletely. W were in favor of making
Pat hway better. And that’'s what we’ ve been
advocating for. I net with the Chancellor Gol dstein
and | nmet also with Chancell or Frank Sanchez to
make sure that we have those thing. And Pat hways
currently under review and we really appreciate
that. So thank you and we still here advocating in
support of Pathways.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you so nuch
Next panelist. Please introduce yourself.

JAM E ROBI NSON: Good afternoon

Chai rwoman Barron and honor abl e menbers of the
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Conmittee. I’mgoing to try to sunmarize really
qui ck. | signed up for 120 credits, not 146. So
change the literature if you' re going to do this. I
just want to respond to a couple of things that
were said. The nane of this hearing is can Pat hways
hel p i nprove graduation rates? The quick answer is
yes. |’ve been made to feel during this commttee
neeting that as soneone who supports Pat hways |’ m
sonmehow racist or I, | viewthings in an
i nappropriate way. It’s this type of dial ogue that
we got to stop. Ckay, it rem nds ne of Cbanacare.
The m nute you say you |ike Cbamacare to a
republican they just burst into flames.

[l aught er]

JAM E ROBI NSON: The sane thing with
faculty. You cannot have a rational discussion

with, without themflipping out. W got, we got to

ratchet this dowm a little bit and just listen. |I'm
a former Wall Street Professional. | worked at a
maj or fortune 500 conpany. |’ ve been fornmerly

trained in currencies, credits are a student’s
currency okay. How ridiculous would it be if you

deposited 90 dollars in Queens in your bank today
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and it would be only, worth 50 dollars in the
Br onx.

UNKNOMWN FEMALE: [off m] Counterfeit.

JAM E ROBINSON: It’s ridiculous. You
got to al so ask sone questions |ike how | ong has
faculty had to nmake this universal articulation
agreenment work? How | ong? A year? No. W' re | ooking
at 15, 20 years okay. \Wat do we have? Not hing. W
had to have CUNY do it for us okay. And | think in
closing I want to say is this. Any departnent can
still do whatever they want. So the
pol | y[ phonetic], political science departnent at
Queens col l ege could say we want a senester of a
foreign |language. And if they vote on it it’s done.
And thank you for your tine.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you. | have
to comment on what you’'ve said. | think we’ve had a
rational discussion here. W’ ve had a respectful
presentation of differences of points of view and
we’ ve all ow people to present thensel ves without
attacki ng or denean...

JAM E ROBI NSON: | neant the ongoing

conversati on
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CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Let ne finish.
W thout attacking or denmeani ng anybody. So | want
that on the record. W’ve had rational, we’ve had,
not made anyone appear to be out of sorts with
anyone el se. W ve allow people to present their

differing points of view respectfully. Next

Panel i st ...

[ appl ause]

DONOVAN BORI NG N: Good afternoon Madam
Chair. My nane is Donovan Boringin. |I’ma graduate

from LaGuardia Community College and | currently
attend Baruch College. And listening to the
testinony today | cane up with a little bit of data
regardi ng Pat hways. As a student transferring |
decided to opt in because | wanted to see what it
was |ike and after a conversation with ny advisor |
find out that it was the best option for ne. |

don’t receive financial aid. | pay out of ny
pocket. I'ma part time working student so it’s
very difficult for nme to attend school. And

Pat hway, under Pathways | will graduate with 120
credits. Before Pathways ny advisor told ne that I
woul d have to graduate with 136 credits. So that is

about 16 extra credits to which I would have to pay




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COWM TTEE ON H GHER EDUCATI ON 132

for out of pocket. And here’s the data to show the
success. For a student like nyself that’s about
4,000 dollars in tuition, 500 dollars in book
noney. Wien you think about lunch I spend 10
dollars a day for lunch. | visit canpus tw ce.
That’ s 20 dollars a week on an average of a 12 week
senester that’'s 260 dollars | may not have. So in
ternms of financial need for a senester |’ m saving
about 5,000 dollars. You know when | think about it
that’s a tremendous save for nme. Wien you think
about the public sector giving noney to students on
financial aid that’s a |lot of noney that the state
may be saving across the university. And before
like my coll eague nentioned there was no agreenent
t hat hel ped us across the university. It just
seened ridiculous to nme that | can go from one
canpus to another and | ose alnbost 30 credits within
t he same university.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Thank you. |
appreciate it. And our |ast panelist.

WASHI CA TORRES: Hi, ny nane is Washica
Torres. |I'’mthe graduate student governnent
president at Brooklynn College. I’"malso the Vice

Chair for disability affairs for the University
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Student Senate. |'’m al so an academ c advi sor at the
New York City Coll ege of Technol ogy. But today I
actually don’t want to tell you ny personal story.
| want to tell you the story of ny nother. My
not her was a single nother of two who got her GED
and made her way through Bronx Community Col |l ege
and eventual |y graduated from Baruch in the sumer
of 1996. My nother who’s one of the greatest
inspirations I have when it cones to education and
t hree generations of wonmen who gone to CUNY, ny
not her, ny great grandnother, mnmy grandnother. But
this story is yes triunphant but it had a ngjor
setback. After she transferred from Bronx Conmunity
Col | ege she was told that al nost none of her
credits were going to transfer to relic, related
cl asses within any of the nmajor or mnor that she
decided to do. Instead they were going to be
consi dered electives that weren't really going to
transfer to anything useful. She's still waiting
for her half credit in conputer science to transfer
from Bronx Community College to Baruch. Like |I said
|’ mnot here for nyself but nmy nother who is the
archetype of the growing trend of nontraditional

students within the university systemwho have to
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take out loans in their last year or two of school
because TAP and PELL won’t pay for them But

anot her good resunption here to represent our
students who have transferred fromone comunity
college to another. And yes their GPA was high
enough for themto transfer from BCC to Baruch but
their classes that were equivalent, English 101,
Mat h, you know i ntroductory Math, statistics,
they’ re not good enough to transfer. You know ny,
in, in terns of Pathways, Pathways is not for
majors. It is for general education and as they’ ve
said before you should be | earning the sane thing
at each school. You should be getting good grades
in the same areas and you should be | earning the
sanme thing in English 101 at, fromthe Conmunity
Col l ege that you are froma senior college. And if
you are, and if they, if the faculty and staff at
these coll eges are saying you are then that credit
shoul d transfer and why won’'t it? And | think that
that’s a very inportant question we need to ask
ourselves. Wiy weren't these classes transferring
when ny nother had to take an extra year to
graduat e when she took out |oans, she had to quit

her job to help take, make sure she took extra
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credits in school to graduate within a year and not
an extra two years. These are questions that | w sh
| could get a straight answer on. And |, as an
academ c advisor there is a systemin place at C
Tech where if a student is comng in froma
specific major you can require a mnimmlevel of
math but if you' re taking another class they
require different mninmuns of math. So | think that
alot of, | appreciate a lot of the data that we' ve
heard today. And | appreciate a |lot of the
conversation that we’ve had today and | really hope
this fosters communi cation, not just within faculty
but also wthin the Gty Council and anongst other
students who are the prine students in their
fam lies who are the primary people being affected
by a broken transfer systemthat is now hopefully
will be fixed.

CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay. Thank you.
There’s one of the nenbers of the panel who did not
feel out a slip. Please nake sure you do that. D d
you fill one out?

WASHI CA TORRES: He filled it out after
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CHAI RPERSON BARRON: Ckay. W have, well
pl ease fill out another one so we can nmake sure you

have it. W' re being displaced. But everyone’'s

testinony is inportant. What we are trying to do is

| ocate space in the basenent. It’s a roomthat’s

there so that | can get to hear the rest of the

testinmony. So I, | do apologize for not getting to

everyone but ask if you would please renmain or

gather in the rotunda then we can | et you know

where we can continue our hearing. Because | think

it’'s inportant.
[ background coment s]
CHAI RPERSON BARRON: |’ ve been told

we don’t have the facility and the capacity to

t hat

transcribe and record. | do apol ogi ze for the other

panels. If you have your witten testinony. |

assure you that I will reviewthat. And if you' d

like to come and personally neet with nme it

woul dn’t be a hearing as such but | would certainly

accord you that opportunity. But | do want to thank

everyone who cane and agai n apol ogi ze. And this

hearing i s now adj ourned. Thank you.

[ gavel ]
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