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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 3

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRIN:  Alright. Alright,
good norni ng, everyone. M nane is Mark Weprin. |
am chair of the Zoning and Franchi ses Subconmittee
and | amjoined today by the foll ow ng nenbers of
t he subcomm ttee: Vincent |gnizio, Dan Garodni ck,
Ant oni o Reynoso, Richie Torres and we al so have the
chair of Land Use Conmttee, David Geenfield wth
us.

W have two itens on the agenda, and
we're going to get started right away with Land Use
Nunber 19, the Union Turnpi ke rezoning in Queens.
W'd like to call up Richard Lobel. Are you just
by yoursel f, Richard?

RI CHARD LOBEL: | am by nyself,
al though | know that. ..

[ crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON VEPRI N:  ‘ Kay.

[ crosstal k]

RI CHARD LOBEL: There are sone
nei ghbors here to speak, | believe in favor.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN: I n favor, okay. |
want to acknowl edge | did drive by the site this
norni ng, coincidentally, so | don’t do that all the

tine. | want to be clear.
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 4

RI CHARD LOBEL: W appreciate that.

[ crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N: | happened to
drive right past the site. So whenever you're
ready, M. Lobel, nake sure to state your nane and
descri be your application. Thank you.

RI CHARD LOBEL: Thank you, Chair. W
nanme is Richard Lobel. I'mfromthe |aw firm of
Shel don Lobel, P.C. |I'mrepresenting Zrk Union
Turnpi ke, LLC today for a proposed rezoning, which
has been deened the Union Turnpi ke rezoning by Gty
Pl anni ng. Council Menbers, the rezoning today is a
very straightforward rezoning and if you | ook at
the area in yellow on the zoning map here, that
area is currently zoned R3-2. The area close to
Par sons Boul evard currently has a Cl-2 overlay over
that existing R3-2. The rezoning here basically
seeks to take a R5D zoning district and a Cl1-3
rezoning district and to replace that over the
existing R3-2 and Cl1-2. What is the practical
effect of that rezoning? So there’s a vacant site,
the site in yellowright here, and it’s a 21,000
square foot site and so with this proposed

rezoning, which I’mgoing to illustrate nore




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 5
specifically with the zoning map, basically what
will be able to be built here is a four-story
building. It will be three stories of residentia
above and one story of commercial on the ground
floor and so what is the interest of this rezoning?
Vell, the current zoning of the district and this
current property would permt out of context
zoning. The proposed rezoning is for an R5D, which
has a height limt of 40 feet and the current R3-2
is not a contextual district, so would in actuality
permt far greater buildings and in actuality would
permt a 10-story community facility building close
to 100 feet high and way out of character with this
area. And the reason that this is an interest of
the Cormunity Board and the | ocal area is because
there is already a five-story conmunity facility
bui | di ng next door. It’s the Cornerstone Medical
Arts building. Sonme people may be famliar with
it. It is an outpatient alcohol and substance
abuse treatnent clinic. It is often a challenge to
the coomunity, and so when we engaged in our
di scussions with the Flushing Suburban C vic
Association and with the |ocal council nenber and

with the Community Board, there was a very
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 6
meani ngf ul di scussion with regards to what they
wanted to see on this property and people basically
felt that they would prefer to see a nore
reasonabl e residential building here, a four-story
residential building with comrercial on the ground
floor than they woul d rather see a potential non-
contextual building. So we received the support of
the Cormmunity Board. W received the support of
Queens Borough President. W received support of
t he | ocal assenbl ywoman, Assenbl yworman Nessi ck
[sic] and we received the support of Rory Lancnman’ s
office. And so we would be happy to answer any
questions, but again, the rezoning itself is very
straightforward and one of the interesting things
about this rezoning, which we like to see in a
rezoning, is that while many tines devel opers w |l
come in and owners wll cone in and ask for a great
increase in bulk for the property, this is actually
one of those strange rezoning which actually
results in a lowering of the total devel opnment bul k
of the property and why is that? Because under the
exi sting zoning, should the owner want to, they
could put in with the existing square footage a

69, 000 square foot medical office building. They
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SUBCOWMM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 7
do not wish to do that. They do not wish to put on
this tall out of context building. Wat they w sh
to do is this nore reasonable and height limted
four-story residential and commercial buil ding.

And |1’ d be happy to answer any questions.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN: M. Lobel, | know
that you said the Community Board supported it.
There was sone opposition on the Comrunity Board.
|’ mjust curious what the opposition at the
Conmunity Board was.

RI CHARD LOBEL: So the opposition of
the Community Board centered around several... a
couple of areas, really. One was the fact that the
southern portion of Union Turnpike in this area
actually in 2006, you can see from above the bold
line here, had actually been rezoned to the sane
district to an R5D/ C1l-3 and we were seeking that
treatnment to the north of Union Turnpi ke and there
was a chal l enge, which was basically why was it
appropriate for this side of the block if it hadn’t
been rezoned before and the truth is what we show,
that for a period of about 10 bl ocks, six to the
south and four to the north, there was this

uni nterrupted conmercial overlay and so really what
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 8
we felt, what City Planning felt and what a
majority of the Community Board felt was that this
zoni ng was appropriate for the north of Union
Turnpi ke, particularly in regard to this existing
non- cont extual R3-2, which they did not want to
see. The second prinmary issue which was di scussed
with the Community Board was the access to the site
and there was a question that was rai sed by one of
the civics as far as how these cars woul d access
the site and whether or not they would have to
access on 79th Avenue to the rear, which is
actually a farmor residential street, and Stephen
Everett fromthe Departnent of City Planning cane
in and confirnmed our understandi ng, which is that
they would be able to use this existing curb cod
basi cally because of the way the zoning resol ution
is read and to access the site, and so would they
be able to get traffic in off Union Turnpike? That
eased a |l ot of the concerns and we were able to
carry the day at the Comunity Board.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Understood. This

is in Council Menber Lancman’s district, as you
mentioned, and | know council Menber Lancrman has

been supportive of this project as well. Any
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES
menbers of the panel have any questions for this
gentl eman? | see none, M. Lobel, so thank you
very much

RI CHARD LOBEL: Thank you, Chair.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  You are excused,
and then we have a nenber of the community, as you
menti oned, Anthony Lee. M. Lee. There you are,
M. Lee. If you would cone up to the table. D d
you want to speak M. Lee?

ANTHONY LEE: [off mc] Yes.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Okay, alright,
okay. |s there anyone else here to speak on this
iten? Alright, good. M. Lee, you' re going to
have the stage to yourself. So what | would |ike
you to do is just to state your nane and..

[ crosstal k]

ANTHONY LEE: My nane...

[ crosstal k]

CHAlI RPERSON VWEPRI N:  Express your
affiliation with this project.

ANTHONY LEE: My nanme is Ant hony...

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  [interposing] The
mcis on. |I’mnot sure if it is. Is it on?

Ckay, alright, alright.
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SUBCOWMM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 10

ANTHONY LEE: It’s on.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Good.

ANTHONY LEE: My nane is Anthony Lee.
I’ma longtinme resident who just returned to the
nei ghbor hood. My parents own a home that’s about a
hal f a block fromthis property, and how I got
involved in it originally was | was told about this
possibility of this 10-story property being... this
thing being build and technically, a building of
that size would al nost cast a shadow on ny parents’
hone and both ny parents are elderly and | noved
back home to kind of take care of them and when |
heard about it I was... | thought that was a bad
idea, and so that’s how | actually got involved and
the nore | heard about what was being proposed, the
nore | thought this was a better fit for the
nei ghbor hood because it appears from everything
that 1’ve seen that it takes into consideration the
residents and what woul d affect the nei ghborhood,
and nost of the people who live in the nei ghborhood
have been there for many, many years and it’'s a
very residential area and so to nake a drastic
change seens to be unreasonable and this project

seens to sort of fit in order to acconmodate the
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SUBCOWMM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 11
needs of the community while inproving the
property, and I think that was primarily the reason
why | sort of decided it was inportant to speak up
about it because you know, | intend to be there for
sonme tinme and | happen to |ike the nei ghborhood as
a nei ghbor hood.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN: Great. Well,
t hank you very nuch for com ng. Does anyone have
any questions for this gentlenman? No, well, we
appreci ate your input and thank you very nuch.

ANTHONY LEE: Thank you

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N:  Once agai n, anyone
el se here to testify on the Union Turnpike
rezoni ng, Land Use 19? | see none, so with that,
we're going to close this hearing. M. Lobel, you
can go back to work, {laughter] and we are going to
nove onto Land Use Nunber 20, the East River Text
Amendnent, which we have a PowerPoint for. |Is
everyone going to be together? You guys are..
okay, so would Richard Cote, Zachary... Zach Smth,
Har dy Adasko and Joshua Nel son. Do you need a
fourth seat there? OCh, we’'re good. Oh, he s not,
okay. So alright, great. Alright, so you know t he

drill. Just make sure for the record that you
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 12
al ways state your nane when you speak so we can
keep track of who's speaking when it’s transcri bed.
Whenever you’re ready.

ZACHARY SM TH:  Good norni ng, Chairmn
Weprin and nmenbers of the Zoning and Franchi ses
Subcomittee. M nane is Zachary Smth and | am
the Chief Operating Oficer at the New York City
Econom ¢ Devel opnent Corporation; 1'Il refer to
that as EDC, and | am here to discuss the zoning
text amendnent application for the East River
Ferry. After ny testinony, we will be happy to
t ake questi ons.

The East River Ferry programoffers
frequent daily service |inking neighborhoods in
Br ookl yn and Queens, both with Manhattan and with
each other, providing a convenient and resilient
transportation option for New Yorkers, while
unl ocki ng new potential in fornmerly inaccessible
nei ghbor hoods. Since EDC | aunched the service as a
pilot in the year 2011, the program has been
extrenmely successful, far surpassing our ridership
projections. Wthinits first 13 nonths of
operation, the ferry had served nore than one

mllion passengers, well over double our
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 13
projections of 400,000. To date, nore than 2.9
mllion passengers have utilized the service.

Based on this success, EDC issued an RFP request
for proposals |last year to extend the service, and
recently signed a contract to continue ferry
service for a mninmumof five additional years. 1In
Brookl yn’s Community District 1, the pilot service
has had to overcone maj or obstacles in the existing
zoni ng regul ati ons, acconplished through cunbersone
processes invol ving special permts and tenporary
Mayoral overrides. Initially, the pilot service
operated 99 passenger water taxis, which are
permtted as-of-right within the Waterfront Access
Pl an BK-1, which covers nmuch of the East River
Waterfront in Greenpoint and WIlianmsburg. Record
ridership during the 2011 sumer season resulted in
the need for a Mayoral zoning override in 2012 to
permt 399 passenger ferries and to waive al
associ at ed parking and pi ck-up/ drop-of f
requirenents at ferry landings located in CD 1

This override expires in Decenber 2016. The
proposed zoning text anmendnent woul d provide a

per manent zoning solution for |andings of the East

River in Community District 1, allowing us to
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 14
continue providing the East River Ferry service to
New Yorkers and visitors on a |long-term basis
W t hout relying on cunbersone, tenporary permtting
processes. The proposed zoning text anmendnment,
whi ch was created with significant input fromthe
Departnent of Gty Planning, would establish a non-
di scretionary certification process to increase the
permtted as-of-right vessel capacity to allow the
399 passenger ferries currently used for the ferry
service. This proposed certification would require
that certain anmenities, including passenger queuing
space, bicycle parking and trash receptacl es be
provided. It would al so establish design standards
for optional anenities, including passenger queuing
shelters and ticket machines.

The presentation before you includes
detail ed i nformati on about each of these proposed
changes. Over the last three years, EDC has
conduct ed surveys of East River Ferry passengers,
yi el di ng extensive data about riders’ habits that
has enforned the proposed regul ations. These
regul ati ons are designed to bal ance and renove
conflict in waterfront access areas between

transportation and other public uses. For exanple,
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 15
our survey data indicates that the mgjority of
ferry passengers wal k, bike or use public
transportation to access ferry landings. This
i nformation enformed the decision to waive all
par ki ng and pi ck-up/drop-off requirenents for
docking facilities with a vessel capacity of up to
399 passengers. In just two and a half years, the
East River Ferry has already becone an integral
part of the city’s transportati on network,

i mproving transit connections between energing
wat er front nei ghbor hoods in Brooklyn and Queens;
enhancing nobility for both residents and visitors;
increasing flexibility for transportation services
during and after emergencies such as severe weat her
events and supporting the ongoing reactivation of
the East River Waterfront.

We believe that the zoning text changes
before you today establish clear standards and an
efficient regulatory environnent for ferries in
Community District 1. They al so provide a
framewor k that may be expanded to other areas in
the future. W are pleased that Brooklyn CB 1, the
borough president and the City Pl anni ng Comr ssion

support these regulations, which will allow EDC to
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 16
continue this inportant transportation service. W
hope that the Gty Council will also approve them

On a separate note, | recognize that
many council menbers and New Yorkers may be
concerned about the recent incident at the India
Street Ferry landing. Safety is of course our
first priority and fromthe nonent the incident
occurred EDC has been working closely with our
operator, BillyBey, and the private owner of the
India Street |anding to determ ne the cause of the
incident and to ensure that the landing is
conpletely safe and reliable when it reopens for
service. W have kept local elected officials and
menbers of the public fully updated on our progress
and we will continue to keep you inforned as the
i nvestigation and repairs proceed. At this point,
t hough, here’'s what we know. the G eenpoint Ferry
| andi ng was taken out of service on Thursday,
February 13th when the gangway that connected the
fixed pier to the floating |and barge detached at
the point where it had been connected to the barge.
Thankful ly, no one was on the gangway at the tine
of the incident and no one was hurt. The owner of

the pier has reported that prelimnary inspections
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 17
by engi neers reveal ed that two spud-piles that held
the barge in position failed. These findings did
not indicate any problemw th the gangway itself.

It has not yet been determ ned what caused the
failure and the investigation remains underway.
After the investigation concludes, a plan for
repairs to the facility will be devel oped and

i npl emented by the pier ower. Again, the safety
of East River Ferry passengers remains our nunber
one priority, and we will not operate service at
this location until we are confident that it is
safe to do so. In the interim EDC and BillyBey
are providing free shuttle bus service to transport
Greenpoi nt passengers to and fromthe North

Wl lianmsburg Ferry | andi ng during norning and
eveni ng rush hours. As soon as we have nore
information we will share it. Today, we are to

di scuss the proposed zoni ng and text anmendnent

t hough, which will allow us to continue to provide
East River Ferry service to Brooklyn Comrunity
District 1. M colleague, Hardy Adasko, Senior
Vice President of Planning at EDC wi |l now wal k you

t hrough the details of the anmendnent and after that
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SUBCOWMM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 18
brief wal k through, we will be happy to answer any
guestions you nmay have.

HARDY ADASKQO  Good norni ng, counci
menbers. M/ nane is Hardy Adasko, Senior Vice
President of Planning at the New York City Econom c
Devel opnment Corporation. As Zach described, the
zoni ng text amendnent is specific to Conmunity
Board 1, where we have been operating a pilot ferry
and it has given us a lot of information about the
operating characteristics of the people who use it.
And based on that, we have come up with the
i nvol venmrent of City Planning with very specific
required anmenities and permtted anenities and
design guidelines for those anenities specifically
in the area of passenger queui ng space. The other
probl em or issue that we had to address, and |
bel i eve addressed well, is that nost of these are
wat erfront access areas, which are basically
passive recreation and we didn’t want the
transportation function to override the public
enjoynent of the waterfront function, so there's a
conprom se between the two throughout. We didn’t
want shelters to be blocking views, things like

that. So there’s a requirenent for passenger
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 19
gueui ng space. It’'s based on the regul ations that
govern theaters and it’s based on our experience
that this is a nulti-stop system and that although
the capacity is 399, the nunber of passengers who
board at each location is never 399 and we found
that the | argest |ocation was 40 percent, so we
based it on that 40 percent of the passenger ferry
contribution. And so it’s four square feet, which
for 399 ferry would be 640 square feet of queuing
space and there should be seating within this area
and it should be within the 150 feet of the end of
the gangway. That’'s on the passenger queui ng
space.

Bi cycl e parking: we found about seven
percent of the riders were conm ng by bicycle and
based on the sane fornulas, it conmes to a
requirement for four bicycle parking spaces. This
is in addition to any bicycle parking that’s
required under the waterfront zoning and is already
there under waterfront zoning, but basically it’s
seven percent of 40 percent of 399. It cones out
to four bicycle spaces, and it can be provided
anywhere on the site. City Planning was concerned

that we not encourage people to ride bicycles
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 20
t hrough the public access area to the closest point
to the gangway, and al so concerned that we not have
too much bicycle parking and nake this sort of a
parking | ot instead of a public access area.

And the third is a requirenent for
trash receptacles and it’s one trash receptacle and
it iswthin 25 feet of the gangway again, in
addition to anything that’s required under
wat er front zoni ng.

And then in the second area are
permtted anenities and specifically, we're talking
about a passenger queuing shelter. Al of the
sites have queuing shelters. They’' ve been done
under waterfront access authorizations or under a
Mayor al zoning override now, but in the future they
will be permtted under the regul ations that
describe the... and ticketing nmachi nes under
regul ations that describe the size and shape of
both facilities so that they do not becone
overwhel mng in the public access area, and they
shoul d be close to the gangway within 100 feet of
t he gangway.

So those are the regul ati ons that have

been set up. It’s a certification process at Cty
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Planning. |If there’'s ever a change or a new
addition in Conmunity Board 1 and it can neet these
requirenments as a checklist that is confirnmed by
City Planning and then it is good to go. |’ m happy
to answer questions...

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N [i nterposing]

G eat.
HARDY ADASKO. At the appropriate tine.
CHAI RPERSON VEPRI N:  Ckay, we actually
have a nunmber of questions. Before we do, | just

want to acknow edge that we’ ve been joi ned by
Counci | Menber WIls and Council Menber WIIians.
Let me call on in the order that |I was told.
Counci | Menber Garodnick first.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK:  Thank you
Thank you, M. Chairman, and good norning. | just
wanted to see if you could hel p nme understand the
scenarios in which a Mayoral zoning override is
appropriate. | nust admit that I'’m.. perhaps it
has cone... we’ve encountered that before this
committee in the past, but | don’t renenber it and
l’d like to know a little bit nore about what the

ci rcunmstances are in which the Mayor can override
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 22
the zoning resolution as established by the
counci | .

ZACHARY SM TH:  [off mc] Oh, yeah, go
ahead.

HARDY ADASKO  Well, I'’m not an expert
on it or not the expert onit, sol’dinvite you to
reach out to others, but nmy understanding is that
for acity... for the public interest of city
projects, the Mayor has the ability to override the
zoning. |It’'s a discretionary action. It triggers
envi ronnental revi ew before he nmakes that
determ nation. It is not used frequently. It is
used quite sparingly. 1t’s been used occasionally
on affordable housing and it was used in this
particul ar case because the shelters were by
definition of the zoning a commercial activity
taking place in a residence district, the sane
thing wwth the ticket machine and that could not
happen without... in a residence district and the
Mayor overrode the zoning to allow these relatively
smal |l structures for a limted period of tine in
the residence district to enable the pilot program

to get underway on a tinely basis.
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23

COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNICK:  So it’'s only

all owed for city projects?

HARDY ADASKGO Correct.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK:  And when you

say triggered an environnental review, is that a
full Environment |npact Statenment or the |ess
cunber sone Envi ronnental Assessnent?

HARDY ADASKO. It depends on the facts,
but I’mquite sure it would never be an EIS | evel
of situation.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK:  So this was

an EAS.

[ crosstal k]

HARDY ADASKO  EAS, yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK:  And. .
and. .

HARDY ADASKO. [interposing] And we
al so used... and actually when the initial..

especi ally weekend activities, the 150 passenger
boats were inadequate. W were regularly |eaving
peopl e on the piers throughout the weekend and we
wanted to nove to a |l arger boat, which was not

al l oned under the existing regulations. The

operator had the boat available, so to nove up to
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t he 399 passenger ferry that operates on the
weekends the zoning override was used.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK:  Ckay, so it
al lowed for certain anenities and al so the bigger
boat s.

HARDY ADASKO. Correct, correct.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK:  I's that
right? GCkay and if we were to nake nore pernmanent
the opportunity for the larger boats to land in
this area, what are the other potential inpacts
beyond the East River Ferry as it is currently
established? So there are other boats that m ght
be potential candidates to use these landings or is
it is just what we're tal king about here in this
pilot?

HARDY ADASKO  Well, we’'re past the
pilot. W’re going into the five-year contract.

We believe we structured it for ferry operations.
Now, there could be other ferries that are not part
of the city’'s contract that choose to operate

devel oper sponsored; privately sponsored, but they
woul d have to follow these regul ati ons that have
been established; that will be established we hope

wi thin zoni ng.
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COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK:  Ckay and
since that time in which the override took place in
2012, were we able to... well, certainly better
acconmodat e the needs for the nunber of passengers
who were using it? Are we still |eaving people on
t he you know, on the docks there when they're
| ooking to...

[ crosstal k]

HARDY ADASKO  Very. ..

[ crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK: To get on?

HARDY ADASKO. Very rarely. There are
occasi onal perfect days, but very rarely.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK:  * Kay and
| astly, when a Mayor and again, this nay not be the
right question for you, but we'll certainly take
this up wwth Gty Planning ‘cause |I'minterested in
it now, the issue of Mayoral zoning overrides.
When a Mayor does do a zoning override for a city
project is that sonething that needs to be noticed
publicly, a city record? Does there need to be any
follow up action by the council? Do you know the
answer to any of these?

HARDY ADASKO | don’t know the answer.
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COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK:  Ckay, wel I,
we'll take it up with Gty Planning because you
know, this is an unfamliar territory for nme and
don’t know about the other menbers of this
commttee. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Thank you, M.
Garodnick. 1'd like to call on Council Menber
WIlls followed by Chair Geenfield.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Good norning,
gentlemen. | just have a quick question and | was
| ooking at... {background static] I’msorry, | was
| ooki ng at the passenger queue shelters and they
| ook Iike they have... they' re designed simlar to
the CEMJSA shelters that we use for nmass transit.
Are they or will they have advertising space on
themand if so, who would be controlling the
advertising?

HARDY ADASKO They will not have
advertising space. It will not be all owed.

COUNCI L MEMBER WLLS: GCkay, they won't
even have. ..

[ crosstal k]

HARDY ADASKO. And they’'re not... these

are not CEMJSA. The design may | ook simlar, but
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they are not CEMUSA and not part of the CEMJUSA
franchi se.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: And part of the
Br ookl yn borough president’s reconmendati ons were
to have the signage indicating ferry schedul es or
routes shall be incorporated. Contact information
for the entity responsible for this site
mai nt enance snow, waste renoval, physical repairs.
WIIl that be part of the shelters or how w Il that
be structured?

HARDY ADASKO It may be on the shelter
nost |ikely.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: [interposing]
Oh, okay.

HARDY ADASKO It’s going to be the
near the gangpl ank at another part of the ferry
| andi ng.

ZACHARY SMTH: And it’s required

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Thank you, M.
Chair.

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N:  Thank you, M.
WIlls. Council Menber Geenfield foll owed by

Counci | Menber Reynoso.
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COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Thank you,
M. Chairman, and thank you for your testinony
today. |’mcurious about the 40 percent nunber.
Where did you get that nunber ‘cause it seens |like
everything is working backwards off that 40
percent. Can you give a little bit nore details
about that?

HARDY ADASKO. Basically we’ve been
doi ng survey each of the sumrers when the ridership
is higher and we found that within the pilot system
at the North WIllianmsburg site was the | argest
nunber of people getting on the ferry and it
basi cal |l y maxed out at about 40 percent of the
capacity of the ferry. | renmenber the ferry just
pi cki ng up people at several |ocations, dropping
people off at several |ocations, and so requiring
wor ki ng the nunber of the capacity of the ferry,
which is in fact is the way the existing zoning
operates, just was not realistic in terns of
requiring far nore than should be required. So we
have the 40 percent requirenent at each of the
sites, but even though the volunes are | ower at the

other two sites.
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COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  And the
reason |’ mconcerned is by your testinony you say
that the success of the ferry exceeded your own
projections, right, and it seens like the ferry is
becom ng nore and nore popular and this is... I'm
just going based on your own testinony, yet the 40
percent obviously doesn't reflect future usage. It
only reflects current usage, so have you nmade any
projections, although I'll take it with a grain of
salt because your |ast projections were inaccurate,
have you nmade any projection as to what the
ridership is going to be or was this sinply sort of
a matter of working backwards and trying to figure
out what we could live with in terns of the queue
line at the passengers queui ng space.

HARDY ADASKO  Well, I'd point out that
the other two | ocations; the other |ocations have
far lower ridership and the weekday ridership is
far lower. The growth is... | believe has been in
t he weekday ridership, which we’ve been trying to
build up and a | esser rate of growh at the weekend
ridership, but beyond that we don’t have

proj ecti ons yet.
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COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  You do not
have projections.

HARDY ADASKO Ri ght.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Okay, |’'m
di sappointed to hear that. Let’s talk about the
seven percent bicycle ridership. It also seens a
little bit low That would require what, only four
par ki ng spaces; is that what you said; in addition
to what’s currently there, so what do we currently
have t here?

HARDY ADASKO  Well, that varies by
site because they’ ve been devel oped under the
exi sting waterfront regul ati ons, but again, the
same described... the sane cal cul ati on goes into
that. Only one site do we have 40 percent capacity
using the ferry. The other sites are far |ower.
The four...

[ crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  No, |
clearly understand, but ny same cal cul ati on goes
intoit as well, which is that as cycling and
ridership are going to becone nore popul ar, one
woul d i magi ne that there would be nore cycling to

these | ocati ons and that there would be nore
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ridership and therefore, there would be greater
need for bicycle parking spaces.

HARDY ADASKO  But again, |’m pointing
out that there is a great deal of roomto grow at
the other |ocations before we get to those nunbers
and on the weekday, where the ferry is 150, we are
still providing the bicycle parking based on a
ferry capacity of 399. One thing we did not do
successfully; did not do well in our surveys is
al t hough we counted the nunber of people coning by
bi cycles, we did not count the nunber of people who
took the bicycle onto the ferry as opposed to park
it and we have told the Brooklyn borough president
that in the next round of surveys we would | ook for
that information also. W believe sone people are
definitely taking bicycles on the ferry. It’s
permtted and so again, before, though it sounds...
though it is a single digit nunber, we believe it’s
conservati ve.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  And then
finally just on this set of questions, the trash
receptacle; who' s responsi ble for maintaining that
trash receptacl e?

HARDY ADASKO. It’s...
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ZACHARY SM TH: I ntroduce yourself.

JOSHUA NELSON:  Sure. M nane is
Joshua Nelson. |1’ma Senior Vice President with
EDC s Asset Managenent Group and we run the East
River Ferry surface. Trash receptacles; that'll be
the responsibility of the owner of each of the
piers, as well as the operator, so in each case we
have an agreenent with Billybey, our operator, to
take care of snow renoval and waste renoval. They
al so have a separate agreenent with the owner of
the India Street pier, Stiles, LLC, so they handle
that in all cases.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Got it, and
t hen speaking of India Street and the testinony
regardi ng what happened. | guess fromthe
testinony it seens like they're not really sure
what has happened. Have you engaged i n engi neer
studies of the other piers just to make sure that
there are no simlar issues at the other piers?

ZACHARY SM TH: Yes, we have. In fact,
we, EDC inspect... through a contract inspect al
of the other city-owned piers on a nonthly basis.
W | ook at the structure; we look at the structura

integrity.
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COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  This one is
privately owned through, right?

ZACHARY SM TH: This one is privately
owned.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: How many
are privately owned and how nany are city owned?

ZACHARY SM TH: One is privately owned.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFIELD: So this is
the only that’s privately owned.

ZACHARY SM TH: That’s correct.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Ckay, so...

ZACHARY SM TH:  And. ..

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD
[i nterposing] For whatever reason even though
you' re inspecting the city owned piers you chose
not to inspect the privately owned pier?

ZACHARY SMTH: We will be inspecting
the privately owned pier once it opens noving...

[ crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Unh- huh.

[ crosstal k]

ZACHARY SM TH:  For war d.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: In the

future.
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ZACHARY SM TH: In the future.
COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Cot it.
Thank you very nuch
ZACHARY SM TH: Just to add to Hardy’s
response about the projections, we are underway

with the citywide ferry study. 1It’s due out this

spring and it will include projected ridership, so
we are | ooking at that and we will have those
nunber and we’ll be happy to share themw th you.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Cot it.
Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON VEPRI N:  Yeah, thank you,
Chair Geenfield and before |I get to Council Menber
Reynoso, | just want to acknow edge that Counci
Menber Reynoso was the first one here today and got
the gold star. Congratul ations. He now has two,
Ritchie Torres has one, Junmaane WIIlianms has zero,
and [laughter] at the end of the year we’' re going
to give a prize to the winner of that conpetition
I’d like to call on Council Menber Reynoso.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO  |'m happy to
hear that there is going to be a prize. | wasn't
aware and now that it is, Ritchie, I’'mgoing to

give you a run for the prize. Thank you for
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com ng, by the way. | represent Community Board 1
as wel |l al ongside Council Menber Steve Levin and do
want to state that right now that our line is the
train or the train line | guess with the highest
ridership in the city of New York and the capacity
i s unbearable at this point, and the ferry service
is giving us an opportunity here or allow ng for us
to have alternatives to transportation that | think
are extrenely inportant and |’ m happy to hear that
we're looking to figure out ways to expand the
capacity that we have in the ferries to allow for
nore ridership. | do want to say that it states
here that it would require 40 percent of passenger
queui ng area and that’'s 640 square feet, but in the
diagramit states 580 square feet. Can you explain
that to me so | can be clear? It doesn’t seemlike
there’s enough queuing area on this site even
though it says it would require it.

[ Pause]

HARDY ADASKO. Let ne see if | can
figure this out for you

CHAI PERSON VEPRI N:  Yeah, that was

Har dy.
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COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO.  One nore go,

one nore. There you go, that's it. [background

voi ces]

[ Pause]

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNCSO That’'s it,
That one.

CHAI RPERSON VEPRI N:  Yeah, okay.

HARDY ADASKO This is the cal cul ation
that leads... oh, I"'msorry, now | do have the

answer. On this drawing we’re showi ng a standi ng
area... a seating area and a standing area 580 plus
64 equals 640. |It’'s a conbination of the seating
area and the standi ng area because we require that
a portion of it be available for seating, so the
total is 640. Sorry about that.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOCSO  That's fine.
Thank you for clearing that up. Also, just want to
say | do think that nore bike racks would... it’s a
if you put it they will cone issue. | think a |ot
of folks |eave their bikes ‘cause they never find
the racks or the rack space to be able to | ock them
up and get onto the ferry, so |I’ve experienced that
nysel f actually when |’ve tried to take it. There

were just no... | had to park the bi ke several
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bl ocks away and then walk to the ferry, so just to
be mi ndful that | think that seven percent is al so
a |l ow nunber and reiterate what our chairman
said... our Land Use chairman said, but again,
extrenmely supportive of the project. |’ mexcited
to see the capacity growing here in the ferry
servi ce.

HARDY ADASKO  Thank you. |I'd rem nd
that it’s a required mnimum It does not prevent
t he provision of nore parKking.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNCSO  kay, thank
you, Sir.

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N: W’ ve joi ned by
Counci| Menber Levin, whose district this is in,
and | know he has a statement he wants to nake.
Wiy don’t you use Council Menber Reynoso’s mc?

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN:  Thank you very
much. Thank you, gentlenmen for your testinony and
for working on this proposal and by and large, |I'm
very supportive of the ferry service. 1It’'s been a
great anenity to ny constituents that | have in ny
district, India Street, North 6th Street, Schaefer
Landing, Od Fulton Street and the end of Atlantic

Avenue, so | represent the areas along the water.
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It’s been sonething that’s been a great boon and
can really lay the groundwork for the expansion of
ferry service throughout New York City. Cbviously
|’ m concerned, and | think Council Menber
G eenfield nentioned this, about the collapse of
the gangway at India Street and | just wanted to
ask for a conmmtnent fromEDC to conti nue to keep
in touch with ny office. | know that there’s an
i nvesti gation pending, but that EDC do as thorough
an investigation as possible at the other |andings
t hroughout your systemto nake sure that if the
ot her landings were installed around the sanme tine
as India Street, that simlar problens don’t cone
up and so goi ng underwat er; doi ng underwat er
i nspections of the piles | think is incredibly
i mportant, and obviously having a thorough
investigation at India Street as to what actually
happened there because a dock that was or a pod
that was installed not nore than three years ago
shouldn’t... that shouldn’'t have happened. There
shoul dn’t have been any di sturbances of these piles
in that period of tinme and whether that was due to
a collision of sonme sort or other structural issues

| think that that needs to be determ ned so that we
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know that that’s not going to happen again and |
think we literally dodged a bullet. | nmean |I went
out there that night and it was a very cold night.
| nean it was a cold day that day and the water was
choppy and if sonebody... the water you know was
obviously very cold and if sonmebody had fallen into
the East River at that point and they didn't know
how to swmvery well, they could very well have
drowned, so sonething to please encourage you to

keep in touch with my office and the council on

t hat .

ZACHARY SM TH: That spud-pile unit you
got to get out there. Council Menber, |1’'m Zachary
Smith. I'mthe CEO at EDC and I don’t know if you

heard ne say this previously, but we are
inspecting... we do inspect all of the city-owned

| andi ngs on a routine basis nonthly. W'’IlIl be
goi ng back and | ooking at themin |ight of the
incident and the information we get fromthe

i nvestigation the onus is on the private owner and
operator of that ferry landing to present to us the
facts of their findings and for us to ensure that
this landing will only reopen when we know that the

| andi ng has been rebuilt in a way that has all the
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integrity that it needs to to operate safely, and
so we will be touch with your office as we get
information. The operator and owner is working
very closely with us. W speak to then practically
daily on their findings. W’re going to try to get
it open as quickly as possible. | think it’s going
to be weeks and not nonths, but we’'ll only do so
when we’'re absolutely convinced that it’s safe
novi ng forward.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN: Ckay and but
with the nonthly inspections that’s done...

ZACHARY SM TH: That will be done for
al | I andings.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI N:  Li ke under the
water? | mean that is...

ZACHARY SM TH:  Absolutely, yep

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN:  And so it’s not
just a visual inspection of the gangway or above
what ever’ s happeni ng above the water. You' re going
to have divers going down and doi ng those
i nspections?

ZACHARY SM TH: That's correct.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN. kay. So and

then lastly, just that with the bus service that’s
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been in place to supplant the ferry service at
India Street, that’'s going to continue until India
Street is up and running? 1Is that correct?

ZACHARY SM TH:  Yeah, the conm tnent we
made along with BillyBey, the operator, ‘cause
together we are providing that shuttle service and
so long as people are using it, we want to... we
think it’s inportant to continue it. People are
using it. There are about 100 trips per day
bet ween the norning and eveni ng rush, so you know,
with those types of nunbers we're conmitted to
provi de that service.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN: Ckay, so as |ong
as people are using it, the service will be
provi ded.

ZACHARY SM TH:  Correct.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN: Got it, okay.
Thank you very nuch. Thank you, M. Chairnman

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N:  Can | ask one... |
just want to add one question, sonething Geenfield
mentioned and | wanted just to find out. |Is there
a Cti Bike station anywhere in the area?

ZACHARY SM TH:  Yeah, Citi Bike is

| ooking at this location for their phase call out
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of the roll out of Cti Bike. | don't think
there’ s been a deci sion.

HARDY ADASKO [off mc] They' re not
doing Community Board 1 yet. They're not doing
Community Board 1 yet.

ZACHARY SM TH. They’re not covering
this community board area; this council district or
comrunity board area, but they are... we understand
they are looking at this for expanded GCti BiKke.

CHAI RPERSON VEPRI N Ri ght.

ZACHARY SM TH: There have been no
comm tnents made yet.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N Okay, alright,
‘cause right now there’s none in the area al
anywhere nearby? There's no city station anywhere
near by?

ZACHARY SM TH.  That’s what we
understand. That's...

[ crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Ckay.

[ crosstal k]

ZACHARY SM TH:  Correct.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Alright, alright,

anyone el se have any questions for these gentl enen?
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Ckay, seeing none, we are going to nove to a vote
on the two itens. Let nme just regroup here.
Gent | enen, thank you very nmuch. You' re excused.
W' re going to...

ZACHARY SM TH: [interposing] Thank
you.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN:  Close this
hearing. Anyone here to testify on this iten? No,
okay, we’'re going to close this hearing on the East
Ri ver Ferry Text Amendnent and we are going to
couple the follow ng two...

[ Pause]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN: W are going to
couple the following two itens: Land Use Nunber 19
and Land Use Nunber 20; that was the Union Turnpike
rezoni ng, which we heard this norning and the East
Ri ver Ferry Text Amendnent.

[ Pause]

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRIN:  Ckay and | just
want to reiterate that Council Menber Lancman was
in favor of the Union Turnpi ke rezoni ng, and
Counci | Menber Levin was in favor of the East R ver

Text Amendnent. We are going to couple those two
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items and I’ mgoing to call on Rob Mralia
[ phonetic], counsel, to please call the roll
LEGAL COUNSEL: Chair Weprin.
CHAI RPERSON VPRI N:  Aye on bot h.

LEGAL COUNSEL: Council Menber

Gar odni ck

COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK:  Aye.

LEGAL COUNSEL: Council Menber
WIIlians.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: My | excuse
nmy vote?

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN:  Yes, M. WIIlians
to explain ny vote.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLIAVS: No, | don't
want to rise. |’msure, thank you. |’mnot sure
of the nunber of Levin, but I'd like to vote yes on
that and I'd like to abstain on the Lancnman
project, with much excuse fromny col |l eague, |
arrived late and | apologized and I m ssed the
opportunity to ask a couple questions that | have
and | want to ask ny colleague directly, so if he's
wat ching this, I wll say please excuse ne and
apol ogi ze, but | have a couple questions so |I'd

like to abstain on that.
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CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN:  Great. Well,
this'Il be going to the Land Use Comittee on
Thursday and so you’'ll have an opportunity to
di scuss it between now and then for sure. How do
you vote? So you vote aye on one and abstain on
t he ot her.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  [off m c]
Yes.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Ckay, sorry.

LEGAL COUNSEL: Council Menber WIIs.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Aye.

LEGAL COUNSEL: Council Menber Reynoso.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNCSO  Aye.
LEGAL COUNSEL: Council Menber Torres.

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Aye.

LEGAL COUNSEL: Council Menber |gni zio.

COUNCI L MEMBER IGNI ZI G Yes.

LEGAL COUNSEL: And by a vote of seven
in the affirmation, zero in the negative and zero
abstentions with the exception of Land Use Item
Nunmber 19, an abstention with Council Menber

Wllianms, all itens are adopted.
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CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: Al right, great.
VWell, that in mnd, we’'re going to close the rolls
and the nmeeting i s now adj ourned.

[ gavel ]
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