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COW TTEE ON SMALL BUSI NESS

[ pause]

CHAI RPERSON REYNA: Good norning. This
is Council Menber D ana Reyna, Chair of the Snall
Busi ness Commttee. 1'd |ike to thank everyone for
joining us here this norning. Today we wi |l begin
this hearing on veterans of this conmttee, is a

joint Commttee on Veterans and the Small| Busi ness

Commi ttee.

UNKNOMWN MALE: [off mic] That’s the next
heari ng.

CHAI RPERSON REYNA: [off mc] No, | ook
we..

UNKNOWN MALE: [off mic] No.

[ pause]

CHAI RPERSON REYNA: It’s okay. | have
the right paper. It’s, it’s alright everyone.
Bef ore we begin our hearing on the Commttee of
Vet erans and Small| Business Conmttee we wll vote
on proposed introduction nunber 1191-A by Counci
Menmber Sara CGonzalez. A local law to anmend the New
York City Charter and the adm nistrative code of
the city of New York in relation to providing
busi ness owners the ability to indicate a | anguage

preference for agency inspections. A 2011 study by
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COW TTEE ON SMALL BUSI NESS 4
the fiscal policy institute found that 69,411 snal
busi ness owners in New York City, about 48 percent
of the total nunber are inmgrants. Meanwhile the
New York Times reported that inmmgrants in New York
are less likely than non-immgrants to own a, a
busi ness that has been running for nore than three
and a half years and nore likely to have shut down
a business within the past year. Anong the reasons
the Tines decided a sea of obstacles beyond the
normal challenges that all small business owners
face including confusion and | ack of awareness
about the city’s business regulations and
permtting rules due to | anguage barriers. This
bill will seek to inprove communi cation between
city agencies and the small businesses they
license, permt, and inspect by requiring that
smal | busi ness owners be provided the opportunity
to indicate a | anguage preference for inspections
and that the city' s business owners bill of rights
i nform such busi ness owners of their right to
request | anguage transl ation services such as
| anguage line. I would like to thank nmy fellow
comm ttee nenbers who are here today; Counci

Menber King who was here on tine and bright and
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COW TTEE ON SMALL BUSI NESS 5
early thank you very nmuch, our commttee’s
[laughter] Council Menber Chin, Council Menber
Eugene, Council Menber [l aughter], Council Menber
WI1l, and Council Menber Koo. 1'd like to than our
commttee staff Peter Drivis, out policy analyst
Al ea Allee our financial analyst and Jeffrey
Conpana are conmttee council. Billy, we have ready
take the vote. And if there’s any comments from any
ot her council nenber please do so now. W have
been, okay no | caught everyone right? Fantastic.
Billy call the role.

W LLI AM MARTIN: WIliamMartin
Committee Clerk roll call vote Comm ttee on Snal
Busi ness. Introduction 1191-A. Council Menber
Reyna.

CHAI RPERSON REYNA: | vote aye.

W LLI AM MARTI N: Eugene.

COUNCI L MEMBER EUCGENE: Aye.

W LLI AM MARTI N Chin

COUNCI L MEMBER CHI N: Aye.

W LLI AM MARTI N:  Koo.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO GOh, aye. And 1I'd
like to add ny nanme to be a, the, a cosponsor of

this bill.
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COW TTEE ON SMALL BUSI NESS 6

WLLIAM MARTIN: WIIs?

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Can | have a
nonment to explain ny vote?

CHAI RPERSON REYNA: So or der ed.

COUNCI L MEMBER WLLS: Oiginally I was
going to vote no for this bill but | see that in
the legislative assenbly, it says this provision
woul d al so provide that failure to conply with such
preferences you not create a cause of action or
def ense and any | egal or adm nistrative proceedi ng
so that | see that the city is protected in that
manner | will vote aye.

W LLI AM MARTI N:  Ki ng.

COUNCIL MEMBER KING 1'd like to
explain ny vote.

CHAI RPERSON REYNA: So or dered.

COUNCI L MEMBER KING In the city that’s
so diverse as ours and we know that small business
is, isthelifeline to many communities I'd like to
say thank you to Council Menber Gonzalez for this
pi ece of |egislation and you Madam Chair for
| eading this commttee on this hearing to nmaking
sure that the everyday busi ness person gets

protected here in New York City. So I’ m grateful
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COW TTEE ON SMALL BUSI NESS 7
and thankful and I will like to also have ny nane
sign on onto this piece of legislation and |I do
vote aye today. And thank you again.

CHAI RPERSON REYNA: Thank you Counci |
Menber King. Council menber Eugene. You did? Can
you wait for the rest of the nmenbers to vote and
then I’ cone to you. Thank you.

W LLI AM MARTIN: By a vote of six in the
affirmative, zero in the negative, and no
abstentions item has been adopted. Menbers pl ease
sign the conmttee report.

CHAI RPERSON REYNA: Counci | Menber
Eugene.

COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE: Yes, | just want
to conplinment the, the commttee and congratul ate
you and thank you also for this wonderful piece of
| egislation and | just want ny nane to add al so as
a cosponsor. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON REYNA: Thank you. While
menbers are signing the conmttee report 1'd like
to nove on to the second portion of today’'s
busi ness. And we are going to pause for two minutes
so that the clerk can just change the tapes.

[ pause]
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