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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 3

CHAlI RPERSON JACKSON: Good afternoon and
wel come to the City Council’s Education Conmittee
heari ng where we’'re going to be voting on several
items, and one is Resolution Nunber 1394, a
Resol ution calling upon the New York State
Education Departnent, the New York State
| egi sl ature and the Governor to reexam ne public
school accountability systens and to devel op a
system based on nultiple forms of assessnent which
do not require extensive standardi zed testing. So
that we’ll be voting this Resolution out, and I
want to say that Jane Hi rschmann, who is here from
A Time Qut From Testing, we thank you for your
i nvol venrent on this particular nmatter, and al so we
will be voting out proposed Intro Nunmber 1091-A, a
| ocal law to amend the Administrative Code of the
City of New York in relation to requiring the
Department of Education to distribute information
on col |l ege savings plans to all students. And this
bill is the first bill, to my understandi ng, being
put forward by our colleague Andy King of the
Bronx. And also we will be voting on today
proposed Intro Nunmber 925-A, a local law to anmend

the New York City Charter in relation to requiring
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 4

t he Departnment of Education to provide data
regardi ng the provisions of Arts Instructional
Requi rements. Those are the three itens that we’'l|
be voting on today, and we’re going to couple al
items Intro Nunber 1091 by Andy King, proposed
Intro Nunmber 925-A, primary sponsor nyself, and
Resol uti on Nunber 1394, sponsored by nysel f al so.
So with that, as the Chair, | recomrend an Aye vote
on all three matters, and with that we’'re going to
ask the clerk to call the roll.

COW TTEE CLERK: Kevi n Penney
[ phonetic], Commttee Clerk. Roll call on the
Comm ttee on Education. Council Menber Jackson.

CHAI RPERSON JACKSON: | vote Aye on all

COW TTEE CLERK: Barron.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all

COW TTEE CLERK: Fidler.

COUNCI L MEMBER FI DLER: Aye on all

COWM TTEE CLERK: KoppelI.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOPPELL: Chairnman, may |
briefly explain ny vote?

CHAI RPERSON JACKSON: Sure, go ahead.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you. |

will vote in favor of all these nmeasures, although
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 5
| do want to say that | think there is still an
i nportant place for standardi zed testing in the
educational environnment. It may be overused in
certain instances, and I will vote for it, but I do
want to say that as a forner chairman of a schoo
board, | may have a sonewhat different view of this
than others, but |I just want to say that. The
other thing | want to say is I'’mvery pleased to
see the bill that will require accountability with
respect to arts education. As the Chairman knows,
| have been a vehenment advocate of arts education,
particul arly because ny sister was a nusician, has
poi nted out how poorly we do conpared to other
places in terns of arts education. And especially
to point this out to the nmenbers who will be com ng
back next year, nore has to be done in this area
and | want to point out that the country of
Venezuel a, which is not nearly as devel oped as our
country or our city, has a programcalled La
Susterma [ phonetic] where every student in every
school learns to play an instrunent, and they have
orchestras in every school and then they have
regi onal orchestras and national orchestras, and

it’s made a trenmendous difference in the
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 6

educational systemin Venezuela, and |I’ve tried
wi th several chancellors here in the city to
expand, and there is sonme simlar programmng in
sone of our schools. | know there have been sone
pilot efforts done to basically copy the Lane
Susterma system of Venezuela, but | hope that the
council will continue to push this. This
| egislation is one step in that direction so that
you' || see...when they do publish the figures I
think what you' re going to see is how deficient we
are in terns of arts education, not only nusic but
arts in general, and it’s so inportant for
students. | can only tell you fromny own
experience, ny own famly, ny own grandchil dren now
who are in school in Washington, D.C. and they're
very nuch involved in nmusic and arts education, so
| conplinment you on doing this bill even late in
our tenure here, and I w thdraw ny request and vote
aye on all.

CHAI RPERSON JACKSON: Thank you

COW TTEE CLERK: Vacca.

COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: Aye on all

COW TTEE CLERK: Chin.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHI N: Aye on all
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 7

COW TTEE CLERK: Dronm

COUNCI L MEMBER DROWM Aye on all.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Garodni ck

COUNCI L MEMBER GARODNI CK:  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Rose.

COUNCI L MEMBER RCSE: Aye on all.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Greenfi el d.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Aye on all.

COWM TTEE CLERK: 1 gni zi o.

COUNCI L MEMBER IGNI ZIO | vote aye and
| just want to point out that the nerdy [SIC
gentl eman from Riverdal e has a definite difference
in the definition of the word brief than | do.

Just teasing you, Olie, and | vote aye on all

COW TTEE CLERK: U ri ch.

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRICH | vote aye on
all, and I ask that ny nane be added as a co-
sponsor to proposed Intro 1091-A.

COWM TTEE CLERK: By a vote of 12 in the
affirmative, zero in the negative and no
abstentions, all itens have been adopted. Menbers,
pl ease sign the commttee report.

CHAI RPERSON JACKSON: So, I'mgoing to

hol d the vote open for other nenbers to arrive.
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 8

Just FYI on proposed Intro 925 and proposed Intro
1091- A has no financial inpact on the city’s
coffers. So, with that I'll just hold the vote
open for other nmenbers to arrive. Thank you very
much.

COW TTEE CLERK: Wepri n.

COUNCI L MEMBER VEEPRI N:  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: The vote stands at 13
in the affirmative. Levin.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN: | vote aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: The vote stands at 14
in the affirmtive.

CHAI RPERSON JACKSON: This hearing is

her eby adjourned at 1:58 p.m [gavel].
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