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COW TTEE ON GENERAL WELFARE
[ gavel ]
CHAI RPERSON PALMA: Now? Thank you. Good
nor ni ng everyone. Good, | nmean good afternoon
everyone. Thank you for being here on tine and I’ m

Counci| Menber Annabel Pal ma, chair of the

3

Committee on General Wlfare. 1'd like to recognize

ny col | eagues who are here today; Maria Del Carnen
Arroyo, Gale Brewer, Ruben WIIls, and Jimmy Van

Bramer. |1'd also like to thank the, the staff who

prepared for today’'s hearing, vote actually. W had

the hearing about two weeks ago. The purpose of
today’'s hearing is to vote on a proposed |ocal |aw
to anend the New York City Charter and the

adm ni strative code of the City of New York in

relation to conducting a full security assessnent

at the local level. This will be the second hearing

of this bill. The first hearing was held on
Novenmber 25'" 2013. The proposed bill will require
the O fice of Long Term Pl anni ng and, and
Sustainability to consult with the Departnment of
Heal t h and Mental Hygi ene, the Human Resource

Adm ni stration and rel evant conmmunity based

organi zati ons and any others, others the director

of OTLPS may designate to develop indicators to
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COW TTEE ON GENERAL WELFARE 4
measure food security in the city. At a m ninum
these indicators would include an anal ysis of
exi sting federal data, data and the use and i npact
of governnental nutrition assistance prograns. The
i ndicators also will be included in the annual ful
nmetrics report produced for OLTPS. Househol ds are
consi dered food insecure if at some point during
the year they had difficulty providing enough food
for all household nmenbers due to a | ack of
resources. Although the federal governnent neasures
food security at a national |evel and sone
communi ty based organi zati ons exam ne food security
under, on a city level currently there’s no
of ficial measure, neasurenent of food security by
the city governnent. The federal government has
progranms in place through the USDA and the United
States Census Bureau that neasure food security on
a national level. Data produce by these reports is
rei nforced by research conducted by community based
organi zati ons. Al though accurate the figures
produced are too broad to anal yze | ocal nunbers of
New York City residents at risk of food insecurity.
Current efforts include annual reports by the food

bank for New York City and the New York Gty
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COW TTEE ON GENERAL WELFARE 5
Coal ition Agai nst Hunger. Although extrenely useful
due to the | ow sanple size the federal data relied
upon in these reports cannot be used for any
accurate analysis, analysis of food insecurity on a
bor ough by borough I evel. There is an i mm nent need
to exam ne food insecurity in New York City nore
closely as indicated by findings fromthe Coalition
Agai nst Hunger which know that one in six city
residents live in households that cannot afford
enough food in the, couldn’t afford enough food in,
in the years 2010 through 2012 periods. This
proposed local law wi Il build on a I egislation
previously enacted by the city council which
requires OLTPS to produce an annual food system
nmetrics report to neasure the production,
processing, distribution, and consunption of food
and in, and for the city. Although the food system
metrics report includes sone information about
nutrition assistance prograns including the nunber
of adults 65 years or ol der receiving SNAP and the
nom HRA depends on SNAP outreach. This proposed
| egislation will increase the anount of information
about these vital prograns included in the report.

The addition of a food security assessnent to the
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COW TTEE ON GENERAL WELFARE 6
food systemnetrics report would all ow New York
City governnment to exam ne specific data on |oca
food security issues in order to better understand
the needs of the population on a local |evel. Loca
nmeasur enent standards for food security are, are
key and obtaining a better understanding of the
scope of New York City residents dealing with
hunger issues. Today with a proposed | ocal |aw the
comm ttee hopes to increase understandi ng of food
security issues in city by devel oping a
conpr ehensi ve neasure of the |ocal |aw of food
security. | encourage ny coll eagues to vote yes on
this bill. I think it will definitely give us an
opportunity to get a handle on the issue that has
been pl aguing our, our city in terns of food
security and how nmuch food the New York City
residents who live bel ow the poverty |ine have
actual access to. So with that | wll ask the clerk
to call the roll. Unless any of ny coll eagues have
any conments, questions...

[ background comments, | aughter]
CHAI RPERSON REYNA: And seei ng none.

Call the roll.
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COW TTEE ON GENERAL WELFARE 7

COW TTEE CLERK: Kevin Penn[ phoneti c]
committee clerk. Roll call on the Comm ttee on
General Welfare intro 1194A. Council Menber Pal ma

CHAI RPERSON PALMA: | vote aye.

COWMWM TTEE CLERK: Brewer.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREVEER: Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Arroyo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO. Aye.

COWMWM TTEE CLERK: Van Braner

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER: Aye.

COMWM TTEE CLERK: W I s.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Aye.

COM TTEE CLERK: By a vote of five in
the affirmative, zero in the negative, and no
abstentions the item has been adopted. Menbers
pl ease sign the conmittee report.

CHAlI RPERSON PALMA: Thank you so nuch
|"’mgoing to adjourn today’'s hearing. | want to
t hank ny col |l eagues for voting in favor of the bil
and for being on tinme. | really appreciate it.
Thank you. Today’s hearing is adjourned.

[ gavel ]

CHAI RPERSON PALMA: No you guys were on

time thank you. 1 ...
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COW TTEE ON GENERAL WELFARE 8

[ backgr ound coment s]

CHAI RPERSON PALMA: (kay so...kay so, so
the neeting of the General Welfare Decenber 9'M
2013 hearing is going to be reopened and stay
opened for 157

COUNCI L MEMBER BREVER: O what ever.

CHAI RPERSON PALMA: 15 m nutes and t hen
council to, Council Andrea Vascez[phonetic] w |
adj ourn the hearing.

[ backgr ound comment s]

COW TTEE CLERK: Council| nenber Levin.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI N: Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Vote stands at six in
the affirmative.

[ pause]

COW TTEE CLERK: Council Menber
Rodr i guez.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUES: Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Final vote in
Committee on General Wl fare seven in the
affirmative, zero in the negative, and no
abst enti ons.

[ pause]

COW TTEE CLERK: Lander.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON GENERAL WELFARE
COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: Aye.
COW TTEE CLERK: Final vote in
Commttee on General Welfare eight in the
affirmative, zero in the negative, and no
abst enti ons.
[ backgr ound coment s]

[ gavel ]
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