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COW TTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATI ON 3
CHAI RPERSON VI VERI TO. Al ri ght.

[gavel] W're going to get started. This should be
a qui ck hearing. Good afternoon, everybody. |'m
Counci | Menmber Melissa Mark-Viverito, chair of the
Parks... of the Conmittee on Parks and Recreation
and today’'s hearing, this is a hearing that we have
about twice a year, which is we are going to be
considering a bill to co-nane 56 thoroughfares and
public places throughout the city of New York
It’'s proposed Intro Nunber 1188-A. And so | know
that we have a whol e bunch of people that have
signed up to speak. | also just want to recognize
that we have been joined here by nenbers of the
comm ttee, Council Menber Danny Dromm Counci
Menber Janes Vacca and | want to thank all the
commttee staff that has hel ped put this hearing

together and I knowthat 1'd that 1'd |ike to nmake

the... just call on... we have maybe two or three
panels that we’'re going to call. And we'd like to
invite nenbers of the public who will... maybe have

not signed and want to speak to pl ease sign one of
these with the Sergeant-at-Arns and I'I1 call up
the first panel, okay? So | want to thank everyone

that’'s here. Oh, | did not notice. M. Palmeri,
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COWM TTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATI ON 4

you want to come up to the panel, please? Thank

you. It’s a great pleasure to have you here.
[ appl ause] Yes, cone on up if you want to... sure,
yes.

EDDI E PALM ERI: Thank you very much

CHAI RPERSON VI VERI TO  Also Shirl ey
Zafree? | hope |... Zafirau; Robert Sancho, °‘kay.
"1l start with those three.

[ Pause]

CHAI RPERSON VI VERI TO.  Ckay, so then if
anybody would |ike to... [background voices] to
start off. Yep. Onh, you're all three with the
sane. ..

ROBERT SANCHO  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON VI VERI TO:  Right? Okay.

ROBERT SANCHO Yes, we are, we're...

[ crosstal K]

CHAI RPERSON VI VERI TO  Ckay.

ROBERT SANCHO W' re obviously wanting
to thank you...

[ crosst al K]

CHAI RPERSON VI VERI TG Yes.

ROBERT SANCHO  Melissa, for sponsoring

this bill and the nenbers of your conmttee. As
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COW TTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATI ON 5
you know, Charlie was Eddie s older brother. He
was a worl d-cl ass band | eader, conposer, arranger
and a trenendous teacher. He recorded several,
several al buns and he was actually Eddi e’ s nentor,
so | know Eddi e knows a | ot nore about Charlie than
| do, so | just wanted to introduce Eddie Palmeri.

EDDI E PALM ERI: Thank you. Thank you.
[ appl ause]

[ Pause]

EDDI E PALM ERI:  Counci | woman Mel i ssa,
t hank you very nuch for allowing ne to speak on
behal f of mnmy wonderful brother; |ike M. Sancho
said my nentor. At 14, ny brother, Charlie
Pal meri, was al ready working professionally. The
only problemthat he had was when he finished, they
would tell him “Charlie, your nother’s outside
wai ting for you,” ‘cause he was 14 years old and ny
nother is the one that wanted us to play piano.
And we were nine years difference. M/ brother was
born in "27; 1 was born in 1930... ny brother was
born in 1927 and | was born in 1936 and no ot her
brothers and no other sisters, nothing, so | was
bl essed that | was born and | coul dn’t have been

born to a greater famly; nother and father and ny
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COW TTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATI ON 6
brot her took care of ne and recomended ne to
teachers. | had great teachers. One of them was
an Afro-Anerican, Mss Margaret Bonds, who's in the
Negro hi story books, a concert pianist, and we took
| essons at Carnegie Hall and she had a studio up in
Carnegie Hall that she rented and we took | essons
there. He recommended nme to another Spaniard
teacher called C aude Saavedra. He recommended ne
to all the different bands so that | was able to
make a career and | loved himjust so nmuch and he
di ed too young; 60 years young, but | think about
him just now. Hi s birthday was Novenber 21st and
we it a candle in his name, again, and | just want
to thank everyone to make a crossroad for himfor
himto have his own street. That was 112th Street,
where | was born, between Mdison and Park and then
| was raised in the Bronx. So again, he was a
great pianist. He was a great arranger and
teacher, but he al so taught and he was a great
teacher and he worked with the youth constantly, so
in the community he was i ke so well-loved by al
the students and whoever he taught. So this is an
honor that is being bestowed on Charlie and | just

want to thank each and every one of you for naking
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COW TTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATI ON 7
this possible, and I’'Il certainly be there when
t hat happens, and then we’'re going to do a benefit
in the nane of ny brother, Charlie Pal meri
[ appl ause]

SHI RLEY ZAFI RAU: Thi s was unexpect ed.
| am here for Mles Davis, but I knew Charlie and
Eddie a long tine ago and Charlie was a beautiful,
beauti ful human being. He made great nusic and we
were al ways there for their perfornmances, but |
didn’t know that this was going to be on the
agenda, so | can only say I am m sspeaking and |
need to speak to it.

[ crosst al K]

CHAI RPERSON VI VERI TO  And on anot her
one. Thank you. And you already... you're fine?

SH RLEY ZAFIRAU. |'mhere for Mles
Davi s.

CHAI RPERSON VI VERI TO.  Right. No,
know, but |I’m saying M. Sancho, you’ re okay?

ROBERT SANCHO  Yeah, that’s fine.

CHAI RPERSON VI VERI TO.  Ckay, and if
you... could you identify yourself a second?

SHI RLEY ZAFI RAU. Yes, ny nane is

Shirley Zafirau.
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CHAI RPERSON VI VERI TO.  Ckay, Zafirau
and | know she’s going to be testifying about a
different street namng, so | want to thank M.
Sancho and obviously M. Palmeri, it's a pleasure
to have you here.

EDDI E PALM ERI: Thank you so much

CHAI RPERSON VI VERI TO:  Cbviously, |I'm
proud to represent this district and East Harl em
whi ch has such a prolific history with regards to
contributions; nusical contributions. So your
brother is in good conpany along with many ot hers
that we’ ve naned; had done street nam ngs in East
Harl em so thank you for being here today and for
testifying and I | ook forward to the unveiling once
we pass this and the celebration that we'll do to
cel ebrate his nenory.

EDDIE PALM ERI: [off mc] Thank you
very much for giving me the opportunity to speak at
the neeting. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON VI VERI TO.  Ckay, thank you,
alright? [applause] And you' Il stay. You'll stay,
right, ‘cause you want to testify about another.

Graci as, nmuchas gracias. [background voi ces]
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COW TTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATI ON 9
Alright, so do you want to... | know you're here to
testify on another street nane.

[ crosst al K]

SHI RLEY ZAFI RAU. Yes, ny nane is
Shirley Zafirau, and there was a 50th anniversary
cover of Jazz Magazine, which really prodded ne to
do sonething |I’ve been saying for years on the
street. | live on West 77th Street, just doors
down fromwhere Mles lived. He owned... he was
one of the first African Americans to own;
literally own a townhouse on the Upper West Side
and he was a very | ow key neighbor. He used to sit
out on the retaining wall in front of his house and
say hi to the nei ghbors when we woul d wal k by,
runni ng counter to you know, the press that he got.
That buil di ng where he lived, his famly grew up
there and his best selling multi-Gamy w nning
al bum Kind of Blue, was actually conceived and
created there with Bill Evans, and | just think
that that block... he used to park his sports cars
on that street. He would park them down right
around the corner on Riverside Drive and there was
a lot of creative energy emanating fromt hat

bui | ding and fromhis presence on the street, and
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COW TTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATI ON 10
he’ s considered an icon in the jazz world. He
basically changed jazz. | mght be stretching this
a bit, but he is to nodern jazz what Ellington was
to the Big Band Era jazz, so | just think it would
be fitting to have himrecogni zed with that one
bl ock being named for him Mles Davis Way, and
|’ ve been on a quest for three years and | hope it
can happen. [background voi ce]

CHAI RPERSON VI VERITO It sounds |ike
you' re well on your way. The fact that we are here
today neans that this has been approved at the
community level and there’s been a vetting.

Qovi ously, we all know M| es Davis’'s contributions
and we know the great nusician that he was, so |
think this is a great way of honoring his nenory.

SHI RLEY ZAFI RAU. Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON VI VERI TO  So thank you for
t he endeavor.

SHI RLEY ZAFI RAU. kay, thank you.

[ crosst al K]

CHAI RPERSON VI VERI TO:  And t hank you
for doing this.

SHI RLEY ZAFI RAU. Thank you for giving

me the tine.
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CHAI RPERSON VI VERI TO.  You' re wel cone.
[ appl ause] Alright, we’'re going to have one nore
panel. W' ve got Dmtri Daniel dinski; Lori Gold,
Nor man Wi ss.

[ Pause] [background voi ces]

CHAI RPERSON VI VERI TG | under st and,
but those... that’'s the panel and M. Palmeri, |
really want to take a nonent. You are an
incredible inspiration. You are a worl d-renowned
musi ci an and Grammy Award w nning and i n many, nany
ot her ways. |, as a Latina, thank you very nuch
for your contributions. You ve nade great
contributions to the Latin jazz and to many ot her
genres. [background voice] Igualnente. Thank you
very much. Yes, but these people are hearing this
today. |[background voice] Right, 1'Il |ook them
over. Alright, so | want to recognize that we’ ve
been joi ned by Council Menbers Gentile and Van
Branmer. Anyone else? kay and | think that we
have... now, right, we’ve got Lori Gold, Dmtri
Dani el dinski and Norrman Wiss, so whoever woul d
like to begin, feel free.

kay, thank you for the honor of being

able to speak here. I'mDmtri Daniel dinski
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Presi dent of Russian-speaki ng Community Council of
Manhattan and the Bronx and we had absolutely no
i ntention or expectations of speaking here because
until a few days ago, we were 100 percent confi dent
fromour council nenber that the co-nam ng, which
we believe would be the first co-nam ng for a hero
of Russi an- Anerican community in New York, was
going through. This is a place on the corner of
West 181st Street and Bennett Avenue. There were
over 300 signatures of Americans and Russi an-
Anericans collected in the winter of 2012-2013.
There was a Conmunity Board Resol ution passed
unani nously in March and then we were told that
unfortunately they were unable to squeeze it into
June’s bill, but it will be in Decenber. W kind
of would be very grateful for correcting this
m stake. W had a string of emails from Counci
Menber Jackson’s office and Council Menber
Rodri guez, who will be taking over and who al so
said that he’'ll support that, and given that nany
of the people who knew that person are very old,
t hose who took part in the human rights struggle
that all owed Russi an-Anericans to cone to this

country. Sonme of themare in their eighties and
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COW TTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATI ON 13
their nineties, those who signed who stood behind
this petition. For them half a year is a big
deal. There are also a nunber of rabbis, pastors
in our area who signed this and there is a | ot of
ot her support for this. W would be very, very
grateful for considering this in our exceptiona
situation. W understand it’'s the |ast nonment, but
we very nuch ask you to consider whether this can
be included in this bill. Just briefly Al exzim
Muzr anka [ pheontic] spent 22 years in jails and
concentration canps in the Soviet Union between
1962 and 1987 struggling for the freedom of
i mm gration and was one of the people whose fight
al | oned many Russians who wanted to | eave the
country to be able to leave it and he |ived on
Bennett Avenue and we believe that’s the only...
the first tinme that a place wll be naned for
actual ly a deceased Russi an- Arerican inmm grant who
was a hero and a | eader of his community. Thank
you very nmuch for your attention and considering
our request.

CHAI RPERSON VI VERI TO  Are either of
you two here to speak about this separate? Ckay,

so M. dinski, I want to thank you for being here.
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DM TRI DANI EL GLINSKI: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON VIVERI TG It’'s the first
that 1" mhearing as of this norning about the
concern that this street naming is not on the
agenda. There is a process by which street nam ng
happen you are well aware. (bviously, you did get
the support of the |ocal Community Board; then it
is to be forwarded to us, usually fromthe counci
menber’s office so that it can be vetted for
consideration. To ny understanding, and | w ||
definitely look at this after we hear this today,
that we have not received official word fromthe
council menber’s office for this name to be
considered. We will try to figure out what
happened. This is not to say that it will not get
approved at sone point. Right now, we just have
not received the official request for it to be
considered for a hearing and I amsorry, since you
say you were al so expecting this on the agenda in
June. Qur next you know, street nam ng won’t
happen until the next session and so what | woul d
like to do is just because you took the tine to be
here, after this hearing | will follow up with the

council nmenber’s office. | wll follow up with our
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staff, but I'’mnot sure that we could include it
this inthis round. | will get back to you on that
t hough, if you would allow us and | apol ogi ze for
all the confusion, but | thank you for taking the
time to be here. | knowthat this is frustrating.
| can imagine, but I want to at |east thank you for
bringing it to my attention and | wll handle this
after the hearing today, okay?

DM TRI DANI EL GLINSKI: Thank you very

much.

[ crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON VI VERITO And we’' ||l foll ow
up. Alright.

DM TRI DANIEL GLINSKI: Gve nme just a
qui ck short comment. The w dow of Al exzi m Muzranka
[ pheontic] She lives on 3rd Avenue. She is on her
way here. | think she was trying to get...

[ crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON VI VERI TO  Alright, so when
she gets here we can see.

[ crosst al K]

DM TRI DANI EL GLINSKI: Yesterday when
I was calling your office as well about this...

[ crosstal K]
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CHAI RPERSON VI VERI TO  Ckay.

DM TRI DANI EL GLINSKI: That | was

com ng.

CHAI RPERSON VI VERI TO.  Right, we
were... ny staff just told nme today, so we’l
foll ow up, okay? | apologize. If she wants to

speak when she gets here, then we will allow her
to, okay?

DM TRI DANI EL GLINSKI: Ckay, okay.

CHAI RPERSON VI VERI TO. Al right, thank
you very nmnuch.

DM TRI DANI EL GLINSKI: Excellent.

LORI GOLD: The issue that |’ m speaking
about are the street co-nam ng proposed is G ace
Gol d Way, Broadway between 115th and 116th Street.
And good afternoon. |’mLori Gold, Gace’s ol der
sister and I'mprimarily here to say thank you to
the many, many peopl e who have been so hel pful
t hroughout this last year. Thank you, counci
menbers, beginning with the honorabl e Counci
Menber |1 nez Dickens, who sponsored this and the
honor abl e counci| nenbers who served as co-
sponsors, Donenic Recchia, Melissa Mark-Viverito,

Rosi e Mendez, Margaret Chin, Elizabeth Crow ey,
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Gale Brewer. New York City Parks and Recreation
menbers, thank you so nuch for your consideration.
Chair Mark-Viverito and nenbers Crow ey, Ferreras,
Gentile, Vacca, Dronm and Van Braner and al
menbers of the New York City Council for their
generosity and consideration of the proposed G ace
Gold Way street co-namng. | also want to extend
t hanks to Community Board 9, Chair Reverend Morgan
Thomas, and M ss Prince Ray [phonetic] and the
amazi ng Lizzie Bevita [phonetic] and special thanks
to the resident brains and heart and soul behind a
| ot of everything that cane out of ny sonetines
ham handed way of handling things. That woul d be
Ler mand Mays [ phonetic], Joe Toronto, Ashley Ownens
and Unay Katasai [phonetic]. |’ m probably
but chering her name; | apol ogize. On behalf of the
Gold famly, the 700 petition signers and letter
witers, thousands nore who haven't yet gotten
around to it, the Barnard and Morni ngsi de Hei ghts
comunities, the Ctizens Residence Visitors to New
York Cty, whose lives were made safer thanks to
the protections afforded by what’s now known as
Local Law 11, which is Grace’s legacy. |’'mhere to

say thank you to each one of you on behalf of each
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one of us for your tinme and consideration. Thank

you.
NOCRVAN WEISS: [off mc] 1'd like to...

is this on? Okay, we're live now |'d like to add

sonme things to this. | am Norman Weiss. | teach

at Col unbia University and | have taught there
since 1977, since before Lori sister’s death and
you' re dealing with street co-namngs is an act
related to places of significance, so | want to say
just one or two things about why that place is
significant and to whom because the significance
of it is much bigger than the significance to the
famly; than the significance to friends from
Barnard and so on. It’s a nuch, nuch | arger
community. But now, it’s very tenpting to | ook at
the history of New York City and say that it’s the
hi story of great buildings and at tines we talk
about the race to be tall, as we did a week or two
ago in our conpetition with the city of Chicago,
but if we ook at that; if we |ook at tal
bui | di ngs; we | ook at Wolworth just on the next

bl ock and Chrysler and the Enpire State and the
Wrld Trade Center and so on, it’s a very

i npersonal history. And this history that will be
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commenor at ed through the street co-naming is very
personal. It also is very... is really sonething
that is independent of the size, the scope, the
quality of the building at 115th and Broadway, but
it’s about another kind of history, which is the
hi story of turning points in the city. Fromny
standpoi nt and how | teach it and we teach it every
year, we teach the |law, we teach the significance
of ... to buildings in New York. From ny
standpoint, there are a few turning point nonents
that are very great. One of them the installation
of Elisha Otis’s first elevator in the Howard
buil ding, which is just up here at Broadway and
Broone; turning point nonent for the way in which
New Yorkers relate to their buildings. Triangle
Shirtwaist fire in 1911; another turning point
nonment that gave us better fire escapes and
sprinklers and egress and so on and so forth, and I
think a third noment is the death of Gace Gold in
the spring of 1979. It certainly was for us on the
canmpus and | think it is for the city at l|arge
because the exam nation that was done by the
Bui | di ngs Departnent in Decenber of that year |ed

to Local Law 10 the follow ng year and then as Lori
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has nmentioned, Local Law 11, the kind of updated
nodi fied version of it since 1998. Now, that has
done two things. It obviously has nmade the city a
safer place for New Yorkers walking in the streets,
but the thing that is really inportant and what she
did not actually understand until we began to talk
a few nonths ago is the significance to this nuch,
much [ arger conmunity. | can't... it’s inmpossible
to overestimte how inportant this is to
architects; to engineers; to building inspectors;
to DOB peopl e; Landmarks Comm ssion and so on and
so forth; the people who deal on a professiona
| evel with the care and the quality of New York
City buildings. It’s also significant to
brickl ayers; to stone setters; to mason
contractors; to scaffold directors; to people who
do the physical hands-on work on the buil ding and
so this is a nuch bigger comunity. It's really
t housands and thousands of New Yorkers who are
i nvol ved because of Local Law 10 and Local Law 11
and now woul d have a place that conmmenorates that;
a place of significance that's associated with an

event that changed all of our lives in the
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architecture and engi neering world, and | do hope
that you'll give it great consideration. Thanks.

CHAI RPERSON VI VERI TO. Wl |, thank you
for that, M. Wiss and Mss Gold, thank you for
bei ng here. (oviously, an unfortunate tragedy, but
as you're saying, in ternms of what the significance
of that noving forward has been, | appreciate the
context. Just curious as to when you said that
this occurred in 1979, her death, how .. what |ed
to the nonent now where you want... | nean it’s
been sone tinme in ternms of...

[ crosst al K]

LORI GCOLD:  Yeah.

CHAI RPERSON VI VERI TO.  Nam ng t he
street. No, just curious. [|’mjust wonderi ng.

LORI GOLD: Sleeping giant. Not to
bore you with too nuch you know, nonsense, but
there was a roomleft in her nanme by the class of
'79 at Barnard because the actual death occurred on
Col unmbi a’ s graduation day. She stayed... she was a
freshman and she stayed to watch her friends and
because they ultimately wound up wat chi ng her get
struck, they left a gift, which was a dark roomin

a building that, at sone point, | |earned was goi ng
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to be taken down to make way for what is now the
Di ana Center, so | launched a project to find a new
home for it, which was rededi cated in Brooks Hal
two years ago, but in the course of doing that, |
set out... | just you know, things kind of snowbal
and intrying to |l eave her a | egacy and do good for
others who are living basically. So it just
snowbal l ed fromthat effort in 2007 give or take.

CHAI RPERSON VI VERI TO Wl |, thank you,
just want to...

LORI GOLD:  Yeah, thank you. Thank you
for asking.

[ crosst al K]

CHAI RPERSON VI VERI TO.  Thank you for
your effort, and I know that Council Menber Crow ey
has joined us. So | think that that’s it. Thank
you very nmuch for your testinony.

LORI GOLD: Thank you, thank you.

CHAI RPERSON VIVERITO | don’t know if
anybody el se has anything. |If not, and ny
col | eagues, then... yes, go ahead, Council Menber
Dr omm

COUNCI L MEMBER DROW  Sure. Thank

you, Madam Chair. | just wanted to make a coment
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about the Jeanne, Jules, Mrty Manford PFLAG Way,
which I put in as well. The aforenentioned peopl e
were very close friends of mne, particularly
Jeanne Manford. Jeanne Manford was the founder of
PFLAG, which stands for Parents, Famlies and
Friends of Lesbhians and Gays and she was the first
not her to ever openly support her gay son, and she
did so by marching in the 1972 Pride Parade. They
were Flushing residents. They lived in Queens.

Her husband, Jul es, becane an activist after that
as well. He was a dentist and woul d oftentines

of fer dental services to activists who did not have
enough noney to be able to pay to take care of
their own teeth at the tinme and of course, her son,
Morty was the son for whom Jeanne had becone active
and Morty passed away in 1992 of conplications
related to AIDS and each of them have left an

i ndel i bl e mark upon the LGBT rights novenent and
one of the things that | have been interested in
doing is to acknow edge that history of the LGBT
community and by placing this sign on the corner of
171st Street and 35th Avenue in Flushing near their
hone, which is actually what we call the cradle of

the gay rights novenent, because many peopl e went
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to Jeanne’ s home when they were thrown out of their
own homre, including State Senator Tom Duane when he
was rejected by his famly ad so Jeanne Manford,
Morty Manford, Jule Manford' s contributions to the
novenent and into American history are very
significant and in fact, President Cbana awar ded
her the Presidential G tizens Medal just |ast Marc,
so | feel thisis afitting way to recogni ze what
happened at that home on that corner in Flushing.
Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON VI VERI TO.  Thank you so
much, Council Menber Dronm and thank you for
sharing that with us and your efforts, as al ways,
to recogni ze and conmenorate the history of the
LGBT communities, always very nmuch appreciated. So
with that, thank you, everybody that’s here. Thank
you for the... to the staff that hel ped put this
hearing together and the vetting and with that,
this hearing is adjourned.

[ gavel ]

CHAI RPERSON VI VERI TO.  OCh, Mary Alice?

Wio's Mary Alice Lee? Ckay.
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