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COW TTEE ON FI RE AND CRI M NAL JUSTI CE SERVI CES 3

[ sound check]

CHAI RPERSON CROWALEY: Ckay my nane’s
El i zabeth Crowey. I'"mthe chair of the Fire and
Crimnal Justice Commttee here at the Cty
Council. Today we'll be voting on three bills. The
first Intro 43-A sponsored by Council Menber Lew
Fidler would require the fire departnment to include
the call processing tine in its energency response
time reporting. The call processing time represents
the tinme that an NYPD call taker spends collecting
incident information. This bill was first heard by
the conmmittee on June 21°, 2013 and at that
heari ng Deputy Mayor Cas Hol |l oway agreed to include
this tinme in future managenent reports in order to
gain a truly accurate energency response tine. This
bill will require all future nayor adm nistrations
to, mayoral adm nistrations to include the cal
processing tinme and therefore the fire departnent,
the mayor’s office, and the council w Il have nore
accurate information to ensure that the scarce
resources are allocated efficiently. Since the June
hearing this bill has been anended to be naned
after Ariel Russo the four year old girl who was

struck and killed by an SUV on the corner of West
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COW TTEE ON FI RE AND CRI M NAL JUSTI CE SERVI CES 4
97'" Street and Ansterdam Avenue this past June.

The bill was naned after Ariel so that we could al
remenber the inportance and significant,
significance of fast and accurate energency
response tine reporting. The conmittee will vote on
two bills pertaining to Hart Island which is the
city’s Potter’s Field. Intro 803-Awll require the
Departnent of Correction to post and naintain a
free, searchable, electronic database of al

burials on Hart |sland since 1977 on the
departnent’s website. And Intro 804-A wll require
departnent to create a witten visitation policy,
post the policy on the DOC s website, and nake it
avai | abl e to anyone who requests a copy. These
bills which | introduce were first heard by the
commi ttee on Septenber 27'", 2012. The committee
notes that the departnent has already created a
searchabl e dat abase of burials since 1977 and t hat
it has a, a witten visitation policy on its
website in the formof a frequently asked questions
docunent. The, the commttee also notes that the
departnment has nmade Hart Island open to the public
and that no docunentation such as a death

certificate is needed in order to schedule a visit.
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COW TTEE ON FI RE AND CRI M NAL JUSTI CE SERVI CES 5
These bills will ensure that future mayora

adm ni strations adhere to these reforns. |

recomrend a yes vote but before we take a vote |1'd
li ke to ask Council Menber Lew Fidler to talk about
his bill.

[ pause]

COUNCI L MEMBER FIDLER: First | want to
turn on the mcrophone. And second | want to thank
Chai rwonman Crowl ey and the conmttee staff Rob
Col anger [ phonetic] and WI Il Hungat ch[ phonetic] and
nmy counsel Brad Reed for the work on this bill. You
know it’s often been said that information is
power ? W have the information. W have the ability
to have the information so we' |l know what kind of
job we’'re doing and how we can do it better. And
when we tal k about response tine we’re talking
about life threatening situations and if we can do
that better the life that we save could be yours,
could be anyone’'s. And | amvery grateful that this
bill is nmoving forward and | want to al so note as
t he Chai rwonan nentioned the bill is being naned
after Ariel Russo who was tragically struck down in
June of this year. And there were certainly

guestions about response tine that needed to be
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COW TTEE ON FI RE AND CRI M NAL JUSTI CE SERVI CES
answered right after the new 911 systemwent into
effect. It’s probably no better tine to check out
how sonet hing is working than when you' re trying
sonet hing new. And there's been a | ot of issues, a
| ot of discussion about what’s going on and the
ef ficacy of our 911 system This will help us
determ ne hopefully a few years to conme whet her or
not it’s working properly or we can make it work
better. So | urge a yes vote and | thank Chairwonan
again and all the nenbers of this commttee.

CHAI RPERSON CROWLEY: | would like to
ask the clerk to call the conmttee vote.

WLLIAM MARTIN: WIliam Martin
Commttee Clerk. Roll call vote in Conmttee on
Fire and Crimnal Justice Services. Council Menber
Crow ey.

CHAI RPERSON CROWALEY: Aye on all.

WLLI AM MARTI N:  Val | one.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

W LLI AM MARTIN: Gentile.

COUNCI L MEMBER GENTI LE: Aye.

WLLI AM MARTI N: Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

W LLI AM MARTI N: Rodri guez.

6
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COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Aye.

WLLIAM MARTIN: By a vote of five in
the affirmative, zero in the negative, and no
abstentions itens are adopted. Menbers pl ease sign
the conmttee reports.

[ pause]

CHAI RPERSON CROALEY: Ckay 1'd like to
have the conm ttee kept open for at |east another
hal f an hour or until Council Menber Eugene gets
here to vote. Thank you.

[ background comments, pause]

W LLI AM MARTI N:  Counci| Menber Eugene.

COUNCI L MEMBER EUCENE: Aye.

WLLI AM MARTIN: Final vote in the
Committee on Fire and Crimnal Justice Services is
now six in the affirmative, zero in the negative,
and no abstentions.

[ background comments, pause]

CHAI RPERSON CROALEY: Thi s concl udes the
Fire and Crininal Justice hearing of December 9'M
2013.

[ gavel ]

7
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